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N prefenting the Fourth Volume of the New 
Annual Regifter to the public, it isa great fa- 
tisfaCtion to us that we have been able to bring it 
out comparatively fo early. Our fatisfaCtion, how- 
ever, would be very ill founded, if the work were 
offered to the world in a lefs perfect ftate than it 
would have appeared in, had the publication of it 
been longer delayed. But we may venture to af- 
fert that this is not the cafe, and, indeed, may with 
confidence appeal to our readers for the at- 
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tention and care with which the whole has been con- 
ducted. 


The View of the Progrefs of Knowledge, Lite- 
rature, and Tafte in Britain, which is continued to 
the acceffion of Edward the Firft, fets before us, 
among other objets, the life, charatter, and 
extraordinary difcoveries of Roger Bacon, the won- 
der of his age. Inthe Britith and Foreign Hiftory, 
we have given a full, faithful, and impartial narra- 
tive of the events of the year, among which the 
accomplifhment of the peace, the “interefting de- 
bates that followed that tranfaction, and the politi- 
cal revolution of which it was either the pretext or 
the caufe, fland particularly diftinguithed. In the 
State Papers, belides the Articles of Pacification 
with the feveral powers with whom we had been 
at war, and other important memoirs, the Reports 
of the Commiffioners of Accounts, which are of 
fuch moment to the nation, are carried on fo far as 
they were laid before the public in 1783. The Ex- 
tracts under the feveral heads of Biography, Man- 
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ners of Nations, Clafiica) and Polite Criticifm, Na- 
tural Philofophy, Antiquities, Mifcellaneous Effays, 
and Poetry, will be foundto furnifh a rich variety 
of inftruction and entertainment. Among the Phi- 
lofophical Papers, we cannot avoid diftinguithing 
fir William Hamiltan’s ‘affefting and ftriking de- 
fcription of the dreadful earthquakes in Italy 
and Sicily, which is given entire, and correétly 


printed. 


With regard to the Hiftory of the Domeftic Li- 
terature of the Year, the writer of that article hath 
poffeffed the benefit of a voluntary communication 
from an anonymous gentleman, relative to the pub- 
lications in Natural Philofophy, Chemiftry, and 
Medicine. ‘This communication is feparately mark- 
ed, by being included in brackets ; and we here re- 
turn thanks to our unknown correfpondent, for his 
ingenious, learned, and valuable affiflance. Our 
account of Foreign Literature is much larger than 
it hath hitherto been; and we have endeavoured to 


confer upon it an additional advantage in point of 


arrangement. 
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Upon the whole, we cannot help flattering onr- 
felves, that an impartial public will not only ac- 
knowledge that we have not remitted in our dilt 
gence, but will be able to difcern fome marks of im- 
provement, which will contribute to increafe the re- 
putation and fuccefs we have already had the ho- 
nour to obtain. 
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A 
Ss H OR T V I E WwW 
OF THE 
STATE OF KNOWLEDGE, 
LITERATURE, AND TASTE, 
IN THIS COUNTRY, 


From the NormMAn Conquest, to the Acc&ssion of 
King Epwarp the Firft. 





HE Norman Conqueft, whilft it was a moft impor- 

tant Revolution with regard to the political ftate of 

this country, could not fail of having fome influence on the 
underftandings and the manners of the people in general. 
The Normans, from their refidence in France, had ac- 
quired certain ideas of fplendour and refinement; and the 
complete eftablifhment of the feudal fyftem introduced new 
magnificence and elegance among our unpolifhed anceftors, 
The great lords, who came over with the conqueror, hav- 
ing obtained large allotments of land in the different parts 
of the kingdom, diffufed the knowledge of various im- 
provements which had been entirely unknown in the moft 
flourifhing periods of the Saxon government, and gave 
a more liberal turn to the minds even of the provincial in- 
habitants, From the greater degree of extent and {ftateli- 
nefs with which caftles and churches were now built, it is 
evident that the Norman adventurers brought with them a 
1783. a fuperior 











.-— ee ara = 
ST Rae: * le ii, te ~ 
a 


a a a 


Se RC Tye am Nt « 
= 
oe 

—_— 








| 





ii A SHORT VIEW OF 
fuperior acquaintance with the arts. With refpect to litera- 


ture in particular, feveral circumftances concured to make 
it appear with a luilie « hich it had not hitherto attained *. 

William the Conqueror was a patron and a lover of learn- 
ing. He had received a good education, was fond of read- 
ing, and was pleafed with the converfation of men of letters, 
whom he raifed to the higheft dignities and richeft benefices 
inthe church. ‘This had excited a great ardour for litera- 
ry purfuits among the clergy in Normandy, and was after- 
wards produttive of the fame effect in England. In con- 
féquence of William’s generofity, fome of the moft emi- 
nent fcholars from the continent cawe into Britain, and 
contributed, both by their example and inftructions, to 
promote the defire and advancement of knowledge. The 
king paid a particular attention to the education of his chil- 
dren; and his youngeft fon, Henry the Firft, became the 
moft learned prince, and the greateft promoter of learning, 
of the age in which he lived. Hence it was that he ob- 
tained the furname of Beauclerk, the title by which he is 
ulually diftinguifhed +. 

We muft not, from this account of things, form any 
very high ideas of the iiterature of the times. A progrefs 
was made in it which, perhaps, may be deemed confider- 
able, when compared with the ignorance of the preceding 
period ; but the flate of knowledge was ftill extremely im- 


pertect, and what degrees there were of it were confined to 


afewperions. What was more unfortunate ftill, the learning 
of the age, inftead of being applied to the true enlarge- 
ment of the human mind, was converted to the fupport of 
bigotry, {uperftition, and ecclefiaftical power. 

It was during the government of the Norman line, that 
the ablurdeft principles, and the moft extravagant claims of 
the church of Rome, made their way into the ifland. The 
doctrine of tranfubftantiation gradually gained ground, and 
at length, by the encouragement and influence of Lanfranc, 
archbithop of Canterbury, was umniverfally received. A 
little alter, Anfelm, his tucceflor, obtained the victory in 
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the long-contefted point relative to the celibacy of the clergy ¢ 
and it was ordered, that no priefts of any kind fhould be 
allowed to marry: nay, fuch as were already married, were 
prohibited from living with their wives. There were, like- 
wife, many contentions about inveftitures, legates, the pall, 
and other things, which we on!y mention to fhew the am- 
bition and infolence of the Roman pontiffs, and the low 
{tate of knowledge to which the nation in general was _re- 
duced. Indeed feveral of our princes, while they quiet- 
ly admitted the doctrines, ftruggled hard againit the tem- 
poral encroachments of the popes: -but our princes ftruggled 
in vain; for methods were generally found to make them, 
us the end, fubmir. 

From the Conquett to the death of Stephen, the kingdom 
was not deftitute of writers, who had a great reputation in 
their day, though their works would be read with little re- 
gard in the prefent enlightened age. If we look into the 


authors of thofe times, we fhall perceive them to be chiefly 


of two kinds, the divines and the hiftorians. ‘The treatifes 
of the former either abound with the fubtleties of a quirk- 
ifh logic, or the overflowings of a weak and fuperftitious 
devotion, As to the latter, they are extremely defective in 
matter, order, judgment, and flyle; but yet thev are very 

ufeful, as being the only fources from: shich we can draw 
our accounts of paft tranfactions. 

Among the divines of the Norman’ period, Lanfranc, 
archbifhop of Canterbury, bears no inconfiderable rank. 
Jn learning he was confeffedly equal to any of his contem- 
poraries, and his writings were long held in repute. It was 
unhappy that the talents of fo able aman, and whofe cha- 
racter was, in many refpects, exceedingly valuable, fhould 
be employed in vindicating the doétrine of tranfubftan- 
tiation. 

Anfelm is, at prefent, more known by his bigotted zeal 
for the authority and pretenfions of the church of Rome, 
than by his works, though they are pretty voluminous ; 
and father Gerberon has ‘publi ithed a handfome edition of 
them. According to the teftimony of Du Pin, many me- 

taphyfical queftions are ftarted in them, and argued with 
a2 much 
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much fceming acutenefs. Anfelm firft introduced the 
fathion, fo long in vogue, of compofing prayers in the 
form of meditations. 

The literature of Gilbert, bithop of London, obtained 
him the appellation of the Univerfalift : but very little regard 
is due to this pompous title, which the admiration of an 
ignorant age was ready to beftow on any perion, whofe 
knowledge was above the common ftandard. 

Arnulph, Godfrid, and Ofmund, were alfo celebrated 
divines, and wrote in the ftrain of their contemporaries. 
The latt of them is only diftinguifhed by correcting the 
Sarum Liturgy, which was afterwards received by all the 
diocefes of the kingdom. 

The hiftorians that flourifhed at this period, are more de- 
ferving of our notice. During the reign of William the 
Conqueror, Marianus, a Scotchman, who lived at Fulda, 
compofed a general hittory of Europe, from the creation to 
the year 1082. Astothe authors who have given a rela- 
tion of the events of our own country, the firft, in order 
of time, is Ingulph; who, in his account of Croyland, 
has occafionally inferted the actions of our kings, during 
the fpace of four centuries. William of Poittiers, though 
a foreigner, has defcribed the Norman Revolution with a 
faiinefs that has intitled him to good credit. 

Florence of Worcefter, and Vitalis, have no diftinguith- 
ed merit; and, though their compofitions are ufeful, are 
much interior to Eadmer, Alredus, and William of 
Malmfbury, who were the principal hiftorians of their day. 

EKadmer compofed a relation of the reigns of the Con- 
queror and his two fons, from 1066 to1122; and the work 
is allowed to be a piece of great value. It is thought to 
excel both in the choice and difpofition of its matter; and 
its itvle has been applauded by the moft judicious authors. 

Alredus, who was very little known till his Annals were 
publithed by Mr. Hearne, in 1916, wrote an abridgement 
of our hiftory, from Brutus to Henry the Firft, and ir is 
et tt ea eg has efcaped the depreda- 

pot time, | oncifenels, perfpicuity, and elegance, 
together with the nature of his plan, have gained him the 
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appellation of the Englifh Florus ; and he is obferved to 
pay a more than ordinary attention to dates and authorities. 

William of Malmfburv, in his book de Geftis Re- 
gum Anglorum, and to his Hiftoriz Nouvelle, has col- 
jected all that he found upon record, from the introduction 
of the Saxons, to the yeartig4. T ‘he highelt commenda- 
tions have been beftowed upon him; and it mutt be con- 
feffed, that his writings are peculiarly valuable, fince to 
him we are indebted for the knowledge of many tranfactions 
previous to the Conqueft, with which we fhould nat other- 
wife have been acquainted. 

The Norman fcholars, who were introduced by William 
the Firft intro England, were not wholly inattentive to polite 
learning. G: dfrey, prior of St. Swithin’s at Winchefter, 
wrote Latin epigrams witha confiderable degree of elegance 
and fmartnefs. Geoffrey, who had been invited from 
France to fuperintend the {chool of the abbey of Dunftable, 
compofed a play, called the Play of St. Catherine, which 
was acted by his f{cholars, and is thought to have been the 
firft inftance of theatrical reprefentation in this country, 
John, commonly called Joannes Grammaticus, who was 
employed in educating the fons of the principal nability, 
wrote an explanation of Ovid’s Metamorphofis, and a Trea- 
tife on the Art of Verfification. Laurence, prior of the 
church of Durham, was the author of nine books of Latin 
elegies, and of a work concerning the method of writing 
epiftles, which was then a favourite {ubject. He employed 
himfelf, likewife, in compofing declamations and orations 
in the manner of the ancients ; with more fpirit, indeed, 
than elegance; but yet the defign was laudable. Robert of 
Dunttable fhone as an elegiac poet, and difplayed great ate 
tention to the harmony of his Latin verfification. Ir muft 
not be forgotten, that Herman, a Norman bifhop of Sa- 
lifbury, promoted the caufe of literature, by founding a 
noble library in the ancient cathedral of that fee. 

In the courfe of our work we have had occafion to be- 
hold, how much the doétrines and pretenfions of the Ro- 
man fee were built upon the ruins of rational piety, good 
fenfe, and real learning. In the period we are now treat 
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vi A SHORT VIEW OF 
jog of, the popes advanced to the higheft pitch of info- 


lence ; fuch an infolence, as could only be aflumed when 
the human underftanding was reduced extremely low, and 
true knowledge almoft totally banifhed from the earth, Not 
content with having erected an empire over the mind, and 
fubjeéted it to the moft wretched flavery, the pontiffs, tak- 
ing advantage of the fuperftition they had cultivated, and of 
other favourable circumftances, claimed a mighty temporal 

ower, and even aflerted, that to themfelves belonged the 
difpofil of kingdoms. So weak were the princes of the 
time, that feveral of them acknowleged this abfurd princi- 
ple, when it {eemed to agree with their prefent intereit ; by 
which means they forged chains for their own necks, and 
encouraged an authority that, in the end, they feverely felt 
and regretted , as was the cafe with regard to Henry the 
Second, 

By one of thofe revolutions, not very uncommon in 
places where the highett preferments are open to perfons of 
the meaneft birth, if pofletled of abilities, merit, and an op- 
portunity of dilplaying their talents, Adrian the Fourth, an 
Englifhman, had afcended the papal throne, According to 
the beft accounts of him, his parentage and education were of 
the loweft kind, and he had been rejected with contempt by 
the abbot, when he folicited an admiffion into the monaftery 
of St. Albans. Not difcouraged, by this difappomtment, 
from endeavouring to make his way into the church, he 
betook himielf to the univerfity of Paris, and having re- 
ceived inflrudtion there, became as learned as moft of his 
contemporaries. Lntering into the order of the Auflin friars, 
he fucceffively mounted from one ftep of promotion to an- 
other, till, at length, he was eleéted fovereign pontiff, 
When he had arrived to this dignity, he aflumed as much 
power as any of his predeceffors, and gave out the famous 
bull, by which liberty was granted to Henry the Second to 
undertake the conqueft of Ireland. One principal reafon af- 
figned for this extiaordinary commiffion, was the propaga- 
tion of Chriftianity ; as if the Gofpel had never hitherto been 


known or embraced by the Irith: whereas, in fact, 


. . . they 
had received it in th 


e moft early ages, and had been diftin- 
guithed 





iq 
é 
~ 
3 
4 








FA ke 





Vu 


THE STATE OF KNOWLEDGE, &c. 


euifhed for their religion and literature, when other nations 
were over-run with ignorance and barbarity. Even at the 
time we are {i peaking of, thouzh learning had declined 
among them, they retained fi omething of the purity and li- 
berty ‘of the evangelical inftitution. They had a fucceffion 
of married bithops; they admitted no palls from Kome ; and 
they did not fubmit to the authority of the popes. This was 
their crime; hence they were treated as infidels ; and hence 
proceeded the pr retended zeal of Adrian for the caufe of 
knowledge, piety, and virtue, 

Henry the Second, to gratify his ambition, had given fanc- 
tion to the bold claims of the Roman tee; and therefore he 
isthe lefs to be pitied in fuffering afterwards fo much from 
the infolence of the clergy. Senfible that their power had 
arifen to an enormous height, he would gladly have reftrain- 
edit; but in vain did he attempt to effect it by the Confti- 
tutions of Clarendon, The prelates of the nation, fupport- 
ed by the pontifls, vigoroufly oppofed the defigns of their 
monarch ; and Becket, in particular, excited troubles that 
embittered the reign of his prince and his beneiactor. ‘The 
arrogance of Becket was attontthing, and his conduct fhews 
him to have been no better than a daring rebel; and yet, 
fuch was the fuperftition of the age, fuch the abject bons 
dage in which the minds of men were held, that Henry was 
obliged to feek a reconciliation with him in the humblett 
manner, and to procure it by the moft mortifying concef- 
fions. Nay, after the death of this proud pricit, the king 
was forced to acknowledge him for a faint, to vifit his tomb, 
and fubmit to be feourged by the monks. When we fee 
one of the mott powerful, {pirited, and accomplifhed fove- 
reigns of his time, yielding to fo much ignominy, we need 
not afk what was the character of the period in which he 
lived : we need not afk whether it was an era of the grofict 
ignorance and weaknels, The application of afew men in 
retirement to the ftudy of literature, and who were them- 
felves bigotred adherents to the popes of Rome, will not 
redeem the age from this difgraceful character. 

John, the fon of Henry the Second, exhibited a ftill 
more furprifing fcene. We behold him folemply furrender- 
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ing his crown into the hands of the legate, profeffing that 
he held it from the favour of the Roman fee, and receiving 
it back again, as the gift of the pope. It is true, he was 
driven to this infamous aétion by the unfortunate fituation 
of his affairs; it is true, that the nobles were offended, and 
the people murmured ;. bur what muft be the general ftate 
of the human mind, when fuch an event could, upon any 
terms, take place ! 

We might mention various other proofs of papal info- 
lence to our princes: but, quitting the difagreeable fubject, 
we may obferve, that the clergy themfelves often feverely 
felt the force of the authority they had contributed to raife. 
A cuftem now began, in the Twelfth Lateran council, of 
prop: fing canons for confirmation, without allowing them to 
be deba'ed ; and in England a piece of tyranny was ven~ 
tured upon that fills us with aftonifhment, even when we 
recolleét the time in which it was performed. Pope Alex- 
ander the Fourth required the bifhops, abbots, and priors, 
to fign falfe notes, {pecifying that they had received certain 
large {ums of money for the ufe of their churches, and pro- 
mifing repayment at a ftated day. The perfons concerned 
firongly remonflrated againft the impofition; but means 
were, in the end, found to make them fubmit. 

While fo much darknefs prevailed in the nation, a few 
Germans, who had made their way into the kingdom, fol- 
Jowing the natural lightof their own minds, and the plain 
directions of Scripture, entertained jufter notions of reli- 
gion than princes and prelates. It is probable that they were 
difciples of the Vaudois, and that they had fled hither from 
the perfecutions of their own country: but alas! they only 
met what they fought to avoid. They were condemned by 
a council held at Oxford, branded with hot iron, and no 
one Was permitted to afford them the leaft relief. In confe- 
quence ot this they miferably perifhed, and exhibited the 
frit inftance in which our country difgraced itfelf, by pute 
ting men to death for their religious p:inciples, 

Anotaer circumftance that marks the general character of 
the ape, was che madnels of the crufades. The land of 

spaan had been long in the potivflion of the Saracens, who 
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had the fame right to it thar focieties generally have to their 
territories. But it was now proclaimed, through every place, 
that nothing could be a greater act of piety than to refcue 
Paleftine from the hands of the infidels. Accordingly, the 
people of Europe were feized with the moft ardent defire of 
recovering the Holy City. Kings, princes, nobles, gen- 
tlemen, priefts, women, and perfons of all ranks, deferted 
their habitations, impoverifhed their families, carried de- 
bauchery, wickednefs, and defolation along with them ; and, 
in their turn, endured the moft dreadful hardfhips. 

It is remarkable, that the firft enterprife of thefe devout 
warriors was the taking of Conftantinople, the metropolis 
of the Chriftian world. That Europe fhould thus loofen 
from her foundations, and move toward the Eaft, is, per- 
haps, the higheft effort of fuperftition. England was as 
much infeéted by the prevailing folly as any other country. 
Several of our monarchs, who could not themfelves go to 
the conqueft of Judea, encouraged it, by contributing large 
fums of money towards its accomplifhment. Richard Coeur 
de Lion left his kingdom to perform prod’gies of valour 
againft the famous Saladin: but his ill judged heroifm only 
brought a multitude of calamities upon himfelf and his fub- 
jects. Edward the Firft, likewife, when prince of Wales, 
engaged in an expedition of the fame kind. In fhort, the 
crufades againft the Saracens were efteemed the moft pious 
of all undertakings; and to make a part of them was con- 
fidered as an atonement for every fin. But though thefe 
adventures were highly abfurd in their origin and principle, 
and very hurtful in many of their effects, they became 
eventually the caufe of a confiderable change in the ftate 
of Europe, They had fome influence in breaking the 
power of the great nobles ; and by the new fcenes they 
prefented, and the new manners they exhibited, tended, in 
no {mall degree, to enlarge the underftandings of an unpo- 
lifhed .ace of men, and to prepare their minds for a greater 
improvement in literature, and a fuperior cultivation of the 
arts of life. 

How. gencrally ignorant the laity, even of the higheft 
rank, were, at the period we are treating of, appears from 
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this fadt, that, inthe reign of king John, the nobility were 
uaacquainted with the charter which had been granted by 
Heniy the Firft. It might perhaps for ever have becn loft, 
had it not been found in a monaftery, and brought to light 
by Langton, archbifhop of Canterbury, ata feafon when 
the lords {piritual and temporal were confulting about the re- 
drefs of grievances, and the fecurity of their privileges. 
They were extremely rejoiced at the acquifition, and made 
it the foundation of their own demands; for it is worthy 
of obfervation, that in this age of darknefs the Englifh con- 
ftitution acquired frefh firength, and the rights of the fubject 
were confiderably enlarged. Henry the Second confirmed 
the laws of Edward the Confeffor, and appointed itinerant 
judges; an excellent inftitution, of which we experience 
the benefit to the prefent day. From king John were ob- 
tained the celebrated charters, fo juftly regarded asthe bafis 
of Briuth freedom; and the reign of Henry the Third 1s dif- 
tinguifhed by the origin of the houfe of commons ; which 
from {mall degrees ot power and influence, has rifen to the 
height of authority and {plendor, has become an effential 
part of our government, the guardian of our liberties, and 
the glory of our country. 

From the view we have given of the deplorable ftate of 
things, with refpect to real knowledge, we may be ready to 
imagine that there were no places of education, ho opportu- 
nities for ftudy, and the improvement of the mind ; and yet 
itis an undoubted truth, that there were in this period a great 
number of profefled icholars. Monafteries abounded, and 
were in a flourifhing condition; new religious orders were 
continually infiituted ; and there were many literary foun- 
dations and jeminaries. Multirudes appear to have been 
brought up at the two univerfities ; and fo numerous were 
the ftudents at Oxford, that, on a certain occafion, we read 
of three thoufand quitting the city, and retiring to Cam- 
bridge and Reading. Paris likewife was, at this time, ex- 
treinely celebrated as a feat of learning ; and its reputation 
drew to ita large quantity of youth from England. Ir may 
therefore feem lurprifing, that the age fhould, in general, 
be foextremely ignorant, Bur it is to be obferved, that the 
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literature of the day was almoft totally confined to monks and 
priefts : the laity had little concern with it, and did not con- 
fider it as an object of their attention. Moreover, the en- 
quiries in which the clergy were engaged had but a finall 
connection with genuine fcience. ‘They did not fearch into 
the true meaning of Scripture; they did not purfue that found 
philofophy which examines the real nature of things; they 
did not cultivate their reafon, or refine their tafte. ‘The fub- 
jects they ftudied were often contemptible, or if valuable 
and important in their own nature, were rendered contemp- 
tible by the manner in which they were treated. It was an 
unpardonable crime to deviate from a certain track of fen- 
timents ; and the favourite authors, the models held out for 
imitation, were, for the moft part, fuch as were calculated 
to miflead, inftead of improving the underftanding. If ex- 
ceptions may be mentioned to this reprefentation of faés, 
it muft be acknowledged that they were very few in num- 
ber. 

One grand object of ftudy, that employed the whole lives 
of many perfons, was thecanon law, to which we may add 
the decretals of the popes: nor is it to be wondered at that 
thefe things fhould engage the attention of numbers, and 
take up all their time, when we confider, that the conftitu- 
tions of councils, and the ordinances of the Roman pontiff, 
were deemed of facred obligation, and were every day grow- 
ing more complex and voluminous. 

Another matter, of greater value and importance, which 
was then purfued, was the civil law; but, unhappily, it was 
purfued to the detriment and exclufion of nobler and more 
uleful branches of {cience. 

A copy of Juttinian’s Pandetts, which had been difco- 
vered in the twelfth century, occafioned the civil law to be 
received andembraced in the weftern parts of Europe, where 
it had long been almoft entirely forgotten. Many nations 
adopted it, and united it with their feudal cuftoms ; fome 
countries giving it a more, and fome a lefs, extenfive autho- 
rity. It was brought into England by Theobaid, archbifhop 
of Canterbury, duringthe Notman period ; and there came 
slong with him feveral learned proficients in it, particularly 
Vacarius, 
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Vacatius, whom he placed at Oxford. But though it was at- 
tempted to be univerfally introduced into this country, it 
could never be effected. The ancient common law had fub- 
’ fitted immemoriably in the kingdom ; had, in a confiderable 
meafure, maintained its ground, againft the innovations of 
ih the Conqueror, and his tucceffors ; and, being founded cn 
\s more equal and moderate principles than the Juftinian code, 
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the people were attached to it with the ftrongett degree of af- © 
i fiction. Inthe knowledge of it great part of the literature ig 
} of thefe times confifted. It was taught in the monatteries, 
: the univerfities, and the houfes of the principal nobility; and 
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) the clergy, in particular, applied to it with the utmoft at- * 
i tention ; fo that it was the ufual charatter of them, Nullus | 
) clericus nifi caufidicus. Out of this order the judges were 
created, and the inferior offices in the courts of judicature 
were fupplied from the lower ranks of the priefthood. But = 
i a remarkable alteration, in this refpect, was occafioned by = 
| the introduction of the ttudy of the civil law. As it was 
enforced by the authority of the popes, it naturally drew the 

' veneration and regard of the monks, to which another cir- ; 
cumftance greatly contributed. The Norman conqueft bad . 
brought into the church multitudes of foreigners, who had a 

no acquaintance with, and, confequently, no relifh forthe | 
Englifh jurifprudence. Hence they obftinately adhered to a 
i the Roman inititutions ; and though an application to the y 
: new fcience was forbidden by Stephen, they confidered the 3 








r prohibition as an impiety, and continued to teach it in the : 

| fchools. ‘The clergy afterwards endeavoured, by every pof- ‘ 
fible method, to bring it into general practice ; but the laity a 

ftood firmly againft it, and declared, in the famous parlia- ° 

Pai nent of Merton, that they would not change the laws of bk 
wil Fogland. From this zra the priefts gradually withdrew . 


from the municipal courts ; and, at length, it was ordered, s 
by the epifcopal canons, that they fhould not appear as ad~ | 
vocates in foro feculari. Nor did they long act as judges, 
the office of chancellor excepted : but in thofe places where 
their authority remained, they preferved the form and max- 
ims ofthe Juftinian code, 

In confequence of this quarrel between the clergy and the 
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laity, the ftudy of the common law was laid afide at Ox. 
ford and at Cambridge ; and the profeffors of it, being 
driven from thefe feats of learning, came to London and 
erected an univerfity of a new kind; a juridital univerfity, 
in the inns of court and chancery, where exercifes were per- 
formed, lectures were read, and degrees conferred. 

Among the princes of this period, Henry the Second 
and Richard the Firft are the moft entitled to aiftinétion in 
a hiftory of literature. Henry is celebrated by Leland as 
a fcholar, and Richard is known to have been a famous 
Troubadour. The fong which was compofed by him, 
during his imprifonment in Auftria, has obtained him a 
place in the Catalogue of Royal Authors. 

From the reign of Alfred, through a fucceffion of feveral 
centuries, we meet with few literary characters excepting di- 
vines and hiftorians ; but as we advance in the period we 
are treating of, we behold fome faint glimmerings of the 
philofophical and other fciences. The glimmerings, in- 
deed, are very faint: neverthelefs, the appearance of them 
is extremely pleafing, and we cannot avoid hailing the leat 
dawn of twilight with joy, after being involved in a long 
and gloomy night. 

We have already remarked, that the civil and canon 
Jaws were principal objects of attention. As to the ci- 
vil law, though the monks were very fond of it, the pre- 
fent era did not afford any fuch confiderable proficients in 
the Roman code, as to merit particular notice. With re- 
{pect to the canon law, Alexander Hales, who obtained the 
title of the Irrefragable Dudtor, was famous in his day; and 
it would be eafy to {pecify other perfons that were celebrated 
on the fame account, were it worth while to bring names 
into public view, which have defervedly funk into oblivion. 

Nor was the Englifh jurifprudence entirely difregarded ; 
for Braéton, who was a judge in Henry the Third’s reign, 
and probably chief jufticey compofed an excellent treatife 
‘upon the laws, called Brito, which thas always been held in 
the higheft efteem. Becton, alfo, wrote a book De Legi- 
bus Anglicanis, which was yaftly ferviceable to Edward the 
Firft, the Juttinian of England, and to the whole nation: 
and 
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and, that we may not fpeedily have occafion to refume the 
fubjeét, we fhall here mention the Fleta, another old law 
rformance, which is in great credit even at prefent, and 
is ftudied along with Bracton, by thofe who defire to have 
a thorough knowlege of our ancient cuftoms, ftatutes, and 
conftitution, 

Towards the clofe of the period before us, there was a 
confiderable tendency to the ftudy of philofophy, geometry, 
and phyfic. The weftern world had, for ages, utterly neglect- 
ed all {cience of this kind; but it now began to pay a little 
regard to thefe important matters; and the fources from 
which it drew its firft acquaintance with them were not, as 
might naturally be expected, the writings of the Greeks 
and the Romans, but the works of the Arabians. After 
the Saracens had eftablifhed large kingdoms in the Eaft, 
and brought them to a ftate of fecurity, magnificence, and 
refinement, they applied themlelves to the arts of peace, 
and to the cultivation of knowledge. The objects that more 
particularly engaged their attention, were the mathematics, 
aftronomy, medicine, and chemittry. Hiftory and poetry 
were, likewife, in much efleem wich them; and the latter 
they carricd to a high degree of perfection. So ardent was 
their defire of improvement, that they tranflated the prin- 
cipal authors of Greece into their own tongue, and, for fe- 
veral hundred years, were the only people among whom 
fcience greatly flourifhed. There were, indeed, no fmall 
remainders of literature, at Conttantinople, and the adjacent 
places; but theylay concealed under the depreffion of the 
Byzantine empire, and produced no extenfive or general 
effects. 

From Babylon and Egypt, where learning was chiefly culti- 
vated, it ipread weftward, following the career of the Saracen 
conquefts, and, at length, fettied in Spain, under the proteétion 
of the Moorith princes, whofe courts were adorned with men 
of eminence in various branches of knowledge, and efpecially 
in natural philofophy, phyfic, and geometry. ‘The fludies of 
the Arabians gradually made their way from Spain into 
France, and from France into England. To them we are in- 
debted tor the admirable and ufeful method of reckoning 
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numbers by cyphers; and, for a long time, almoft the only 
acauaintance we had with the works of the Greeks and Ro- 
mans, was drawn through the medium of their tranflations. 
This was the cafe with refpect to Ariftotle, who was only 
known in the wettern kingdoms of Europe, by the means 
of an Arabic verfion; and who, by being abfurdly fet up 
as the ftandard of truth, became, in fact, the fource of flill 
farther ignorance; an ignorance the more dangerous, and 
the more hard to be rooted out, as it carried with it a falfe 
appearance of fcience, reafoning, and wifdom. 

In confequence of the tafte that had been introduced by 
converfing with the works of the Saracens, we find feveral 
of the learned perfons who flourifhed in our country during 
this zra, applying themfelves to different parts of natural 
knowledge. Henry of Huntingdon, ‘the hiftorian, wrote 
upon herbs, fpices, and gems: Walter Morgan treated on 
birds and animals, in verfe: Ferenham attached himfelf to 
botany, and ftudied Hippocrates, Dioicorides, and Galen, 
with great care, Medicine, likewile, begin to be cultivated 
about the fame time. Alured Englifh was author of a 
performance on the motion of the heart, and is other- 
wife celebrated by the incomparable Roger Bacon, as a 
happy tranflator from the learned languages. John Agi- 
dus, or Giles, became famous for his fkill in phyfic, was 
profeflor of that art at Paris, and compofed Obfervations 
de re Medica, and de Prognoiticis. Richard Englith ob- 
tained a confiderable reputation, both in his own day and 
afterwards, by his Treatifes de Signis Prognofticis, and 
de Urinis; by his anatomy, in which he copied Galen; 
and by his Correétorium Alchymice. With regard to phi- 
lofophy in general, Athelard, a follower of Ariftotle, wrote 
de Naturis Rerum, and tranflated from the Arabie, a 
book intitled, Erith Eicharetmi, and Euclid’s Geometry. 
Grofteft, whom we fhall ltereafter have occafion more 
particularly to enlarge upon, feemed to make all nature 
the fubjeét of his enquiries: and fuch was the defire of 
Danicl Morley for improvement in knowledge, that he 
went to Toledo, to acquaint himfelf with the Arabian 
mathematics. Roger of Hereford diew up a theory of 
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the planets; and Ofburn of Canterbury, and Walter of 
Evefham, were the authors of differtations upon mufic, 
The works of thefe feveral perfons were, no doubt, ex- 
tremely defective with refpect to truth, method, and ftyle ; 
but yet they evince, that a more ardent zeal for fcience be- 
gan to prevail among the clergy, than had been experienced 
for many centuries. It is much to be lamented that this 
zeal was not directed by more found principles of wifdom, 
tafte, and judgment. 

Nor did the feverer ftudies alone engage the attention of 
this wra. Farther efforts, and comparatively not incon- 
fiderable ones, were made towards an advancement in the 
politer arts of poetry and rhetoric. Thefe efforts did not 
take place in our own language, but in the Latin tongue; 
a circumftance conformable to what happened at the real 
revival of learning, a little before the Reformation. The 
regard which was now paid to the Mutes, had a very dif- 
ferent original from what had been the cafe with relation 
to philofophy, and feems to have fprung from the crufades. 
The crufades had given rife to bold, adventurous, and heroic 
exploits, which had a natural tendency to inflame the 
imaginations of men. The enterprifes againft the Mor 
hammedans were, likewife, in a religious view, efteemed 
the moft honourable and meritorious of all undertakings. 
Ir is no wonder, therefore, that perfons of genius and 
Jeifure fhould be animated with the ambition of tranfmite 
ting them with renown to potterity. Accordingly, in Italy, 
they were the fubjects of the nobleft performances which 
that country has produced: and though our own nation was 
not equally happy in the compofitions it brought forth, yet 
its vorce was not filent in the praifes of thofe who had 
fought againft the infidels. Thus Richard, a canon of the 
Auttins, celebrated the expedition of Richard Cecur de Lion 
to the Hlolv Land: Wiiltamde Canno engaged in the fame 
caufe: but the beft poet of his age was Jofeph Ifcan, who 
wrote two poems one entitled de Bello Trojano, founded on 
Dares Phryg:us; and another caled Antiocheis ; relating 
to the war wherein the prince juft mentioned fo greatly 
fignaliled his valour. From the fpecimens we have {een of 
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I{can’s works, it appears that his verfification was vaftly 
fuperior, in purity, elegance, and harmony, to that of the 
generality of his contemporaries ; and that he was a man of 
real abilities, wlio would have flione with diftinguithed luftre 
in more enlightened and polifhed times. He was, indeed, 
the miracle of his age in clafhical compoftion, 

The crufades were not the only things which excited the 
attention of the Mufes: John of Salifbury, William of 
Ramfey, Richard Pluto, Mauritius Fordanus, and arche 
bifhop Langton, dedicated their talents to feveral other fub- 
jets. Henry of Huntingdon, though chiefly known as an 
hiftorian, diftinguifhed himfelf as a Latin poet. William 
of Malmfbury had a genius for poetry, as well as for hi- 
flory ; and Geoffrey of Mo mouth, however cenfurable on 
account of his fabulous narrations, is entitled to applaufe 
as a polite fcholar. His Latin ftyle rifes far above medi- 
ocrity, and his poem on Merlin is much commended by 
Leland. Walter Mapes, archdeaon of Oxford, was the 
Anacreon of the age. His vein was feftive and fatirical ; 
and his wit was frequently levelled againft the corruptions 
of the clergy. Alexander Neckham to the charaéter of a 
divine, philofopher, and moralift, added that of a gram- 
marian, a philologift, and a poet. 

Befides the performances in verfe, there were fome at- 
tempts in profe towards an improvement in polite litera. 
ture. Laurence of Durham we have fpoken of before. 
Gualterus de Vinolalvo was an eminent rhetorician in his 
time, and wrote on the art of fpeaking, John Bafinge de- 
ferves to be recorded with peculiar honour, So great was 
his defire to porte himfelt in the Greek language, then 
{carcely Known in the weftern parts of Europe, that he tra- 
velled to Athens for that purpofe. Having accomplifhed 
his fcheme, he returned back to England, full of an ardent 
zeal to promote the fame kind of learning among his coun- 
trymen which he had himfelf acquired with fo much la- 
bour. With this view, he tranflated into Latin a grammar, 
which was entitled by him, the Donatus of theGrecks. In 
other refpects, likewife, he was a mighty enconrager of the 
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manufcripts in that language; and is faid to have been the 
firit perfon who introduced its numeral figures into this 
kingdom. eee 

But though it is evident that there was, in this epocha, 
a, difpofition to the ftudy of philofophy, philology, and 
poetry, yet the generality of the clergy maintained their 
ufual character, and confined their attention to the wretched 
divinity which was then in vogue, Some of them, however, 
as was the cafe in former times, turned their thoughts to hi- 
ftory. The old Saxon Chronicle, which was fintfhed in the 
reign of Henry the Second, is one of the nobleft monu- 
ments of that age. It reaches from the birth of our Saviour 
to the death of Stephen, 1154. It was compofed at dif- 
ferent periods, as is manifett from the title, and follows 
Bede and Afferius in feveral refpects; but the account of 
the wars between the Anglo-Saxons and Britons is borrowed 
from no author. 

As to the other hiftorical writers of the day, Simeon of 
Durham had not any confiderable merit in that capacity. 
Henry of Huntingdon is a confufed author, and is charged 
with taking abundance of falfities from Geoffrey of Mon- 
mouth. William of Newbury, who is chiefly applauded 
on account of his language, is in the oppofite extreme, 
and purfues Geoffrey of Monmouth with fuch unre- 
lenting feverity, that it is believed he muft have been 
hired for that purpofe. Roger de Hoveden is faid by 
fome, to have improved on Simeon of Durham; and by 
others, to be only a wretched plagiary, who ftole from 
him, without acknowledging the obligation. Gervafe of 
Canterbury, Ralph de Diceto, and Peter Henham, have 
litcle to diftinguifh them. Walter of Coventry writes with 
clearnefs and fidelity. But the perfon who ftands in the 
principal rank is Matthew Paris, a monk of St. Alban’s. 
His Hiftoria Major contains the annals at large of eight of 
our kings, from the Conqueror to Henry the Third. The 
whole performance thews candour and exa€tnefs, and is very 
valuable for the particular relation it gives of the oppofition 
made by feveral of our princes to the ufurpations of the 
Roman fee. Matthew Paris drew up, likewife, an abftract 
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of his greater hiftory, called Hiftoria Minor, which has in 


it 2 number of circumftances omitted in the former work. 
His Latin ftyle is far fuperior to that of moft of his con- 
temporaries ; and, indeed, cannot be read at prefent with- 
out a confiderable degree of admiration. We muft not for- 
get in this place Barry, or Giraldus Cambrenfis, who wrote 
an account of Wales, and compofed a topography of Ire- 
land, that has been much celebrated, and much decried. 
In general, he is a vain author, full of idle conceits, and 
extremely credulous. His laft treatife, however, has had 
the honour of being exprefsly written againit by fome men 
of letters; and, if read with care and judgment, is not 
entirely without its ufe. Giraldus Cambrenfis fuftained the 
various characters of an hiftorian, an antiquary, a topo- 
erapher, a divine, a philofopher, and a poet; and his works 
ave not altogether deftitute of elegance. 

We now come to fome farther divines of this period: but 
were we to enlarge upon all who obtained a diftinguifhed re- 
putation in their own times, we fhould fwell the article toa 
great length. Baldwin, Langton, Robert the Scribe, a 
commentator upon {cripture, Ralph the Dominican, Fizakre, 
and Robert Bacon, are recorded with high encomiums by 
Leland, and many writers. William Shirwood and Ed- 
mund Riche, befides their perfonal learning, were eminent 
benefactors to the univerfity of Oxford, and zealous pro- 
moters of literature in that famous feminary. Sewald of 
York oppofed the church of Rome; and Alexander Ceme- 
tarius, who had been profeflor of theology at Paris, ven- 
tured to preach that the popes had no right to deprive kings 
of their crown; for which doctrine he was fo feverely per- 
fecuted, as to be reduced to the necetlity of begging his 
bread, John of Salifbury is univertally applauded, as one 
of the moft illuftrious ornaments of his day tor every branch 
of knowledge that was then cultivated. His Policration is 
avery pleafant mifcellany ; fuil of learning, and manifeft- 
ing a judgment of men and things far fuperior to what 
might have been expected from the age in which he lived. 
His familiar acquaintance with the claflics is difplayed in 
the happy facility of his language, and in his numerous 

b 2 Gue- 










| 


epee 


—s 
ge Me 


a 
. . 
«a 


ne 


. a 
ay ‘-e . %. 
Se MN 








xx A SHORT VIEW OF 


votations from the pureft Roman authors. Indeed, his 
fiyle is remarkable for its elegance and its energy. John 
Hanville, a monk of St. Alban’s, who fludied Rhetoric at 
Paris, was diftinguithed for his tafte even among the nu- 
merous and polite fcholars of that flourifhing feminary, 
His Architrenius, a long Latin poem in nine books, isa 
learned, ingenious, and entertaining performance. Orher 
names might be added to thefe, and, perhaps, we fhall 
have tam ee to mention fome of them, when we give an 
account of the rife and progrefs of the {chool divinity. 

But the perfon who has reflected the brighteft glory upon 
this era, is Grofteft, bifhop of Lincoln, whofe character 
and accomplifhments will be found worthy of admiration, 
in whatever view we confider them, As to his private life, 
he was a man of extraordinary piety and virtue, and always 
fhewed uncommon faithfulnefs and adtivity in difcharging 
the duties of his epifcopal function. His fentiments in re- 
ligion were much more juft and enlarged than was ufual at 
that age ; and he withitood feveral of the ufurpations and 
corruptions of the Roman fee with unfhaken fleadinets and 
fortitude. The methods he took, in this refpect, rendered 
him fo obnoxious at the papal court, that he was excom- 
municated by the ponuff: burt, notwithftanding his excom- 
munication, he pertevered in his integrity, and treated the 
cenfures caft upon him with a nob'e contempt. Nay, fuch 
was the reputation and suthority he had gained by his eXx- 
emplaty goodnels and excellent talents, that he continued 
yy the undifturbed cnjoyment of his bifhoprick, performed 
all the offices of it to the laft, and, a little before his death, 
made a folemn protett to his clergy, againft the claims and 
innovations of the church of Rome. 

With regard to Icarning, he was exceeded by none of his 
contemporaries, and tcarcely equalled by any of them. His 
Writings Were many and various, extending to theology, 
ethics, natural philofophy, geometry, aflronomy, gramma- 
tical enquiries, and, indeed, to every object which then be- 
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Such too was his fkill in the French language, as to comes 
pofe in it a work called Le Chatteau d’Amours, 

Nor was he ently learned himfelf, but the moft zealous 
patron and encourager of literature that we meet with for a 
number of centuries. Mott of the eminent perfons we have 
fpoken of were his intimate acquaintance, and feveral of 
them were either fupported by his liberality, or preferred 
by his intereft. This, likewile, was the cafe with Nicho- 
las of St. Albans, ftvled Grecus, Adam Marifcus, and 
others whom we have not fpecified. In fhort, what there 
was of true knowledge and folid (cience, was almoft wholly 
confined within the circle of Grofteft and his friends. 

The c sum ftance that crowns his glory is, that in his 
old age he cherifhed, by his favour and inftructions, the 
rifing genius of the incomparable Roger Bacon; whofe 
life, difcoverics, anc’ literary character, will agreeably fill 
up the remainder of the prefent article. It 1s not, in- 
deed, our general defign, in giving a hiftory of know- 
ledge, to enter into a particular account of the learned 
men whom we thall have occafion to mention, But there 
is fomething fo extisordinary and amazing in the cha- 
racter of Roger Bacon, that we imagine our readers will 


not only excyfe, but he ple: afed with us, for fetting before 
them a fhort view of his life, as well as his literary. accom- 
plithments. 


Somerfetfhire gave birth to this illuftrious perfon. He 
was born near IIchefter, in the year of our Lord, 1214, and 
is faid to have been defcended from an ancient and ho- 
nourable family. We have no farther information con- 
cerning him, till we find him at Oxford, where he pro- 
bably received the very firft tincture of {cience. Having 
gone through his grammatical and logical ftudies, he at- 
forded fuch proofs of an uncomman capacity, as ' excited 
the favour and patronage of the greateft lovers of learning 
in that period; men who were dittinguithed by their high 
rank, and ftill more by being the brightet luminaries of 
the age. Thefe were feveral of the illuftrious fcholars be- 
fore mentioned; Edmund Riche, archbifhop of Canter- 
bury, Richard Fizakre, William Shirwood, chancellor 
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of Lincoln, eminent for his mathematical knowledge ; 
and efpecially the excellent Grofteft; who all encouraged 
the rifine genius of Bacor, and were equally charmed with 
his abilities, his docility, and his application. 

Under the protection of thefe perfons, he acquired as 
much inftruétion as could be gained at Oxford, and then re- 
moved to Paris, whither it was cuftomary for every one to 
refort, who was defirous of making an extraordinary im- 
provement in literature; the univerlity of Paris being, at 
that time, in the higheft reputation, In this city he pur- 
fued his enquiries with a zeal proportioned to his ardent 
thirft after fcience, and exceeded the hopes and wifhes of 
his friends. His proficiency and diligence were fo great, 
that he was confidered as the glory of the univerfity, and 
the honour of his country. He did not confine his ftudies 
to any particular branch of learning, but extended his views 
to every object in which he could gain information; his 
exalted mind being content with nothing lefs than univerfal 
knowledge. 

At Paris he ftaid till he was twenty-fix years of age, and 
returned from thence to Oxford, having firft taken his doc- 
tor’s degree. About the fame time he affumed the habit 
of the Francifcan order, but whether in England or France, 
is not abfolutely certain. Be this as it may, when he was 
fettled at Oxford, his reputation was fo far from diminith- 
ing that it continually increafed; and the eminent men of 
the age, regarded him as one of the moft indefatigable en- 
quiters after nature that the world had ever feen. Accord- 
ingly, they did not only encourage him by their approba- 
tion, but affifted him with their purfes, which, indeed, was 
e‘lentially necefiary to the execution of his fchemes; for 
he bad the fagacity and the fortitude to depart from the 
idle and abfurd method of the fchools, and to build philo- 
fophy upon the folid bafis of faéts and experiments. 

The fame plan of enquiry was adopted by him, that was 
atterwarcs fo nobly propofed and purfued by the lord chan- 
cellor Bacon, and which hath been attended with fuch 
: nai ing fuccels tn enlightening, adorning, and improving 
miocera ages, It is truc, our learned Friar was not, like 
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his great name-fake, fortunate enough to introduce a gene- 
ral reformation in fcience; but this was not his fault: he 
did all that lay in his power to promote a rational way of 
cultivating knowledge, and was himfelf a glorious inftance 
of the excellence of the rules he laid down, as will amply 
appear when we come to mention his particular inventions 
and difcoveries. In the courfe of twenty years he expended 
no lefs than two thoufand pounds, in collecting authors, 
making trials of various forts, and conftructing different 
inftruments. It has, indeed, been difputed whether the 
moncy here fpecified confifled of French livres, which were 
then worth fix fhillings and eight pence each, or of pounds 
flerling, though the latter is moft probable, and it was a 
prodigious fum in thofe days. 

While the progrefs of Roger Bacon increafed his reputa- 
tion, and procured him the friendfhip of the virtuous and 
underftanding few, it railed the envy and malice of the ig- 
norant and bigoted. In fo dark a period, where {carcely ten 
perfons had the leaft glimpfe of philofophic fcience, his ex- 
periments muft neceflarily occafion much noife, and be liable 
to all the mifconftructions of folly and fuperftition. The 
clergy, in particular, were willing to dijguife their own 
idlencfs and ftupidity, by throwing afperfions on his cha- 
racter, and by reprefenting his operations as the refult of 
more than human power. Accordingly, they imputed them 
to magic, and ftirred up aperfecution againft him, in confe- 
quence of which he was clofely confined and almoft ftarved ; 
was prohibited from fending his writings beyond the limits 
of his convent, excepting to the pope; and was reftrained 
from giving lectures to youth. The laft circumftance would, 
in an efpecial manner, be extremely afflictive to a foul like 
his, which had the nobleft and moft benevolent intentions. 
His aim was to form the minds of youth to better principles 
than had heretofore been cultivated; and, by a proper 
method of education, to introduce a reformation both in 
human and divine knowledge, between which he believed 
there was a clofe and infeparable conneétion. He was 
perfuaded that the perfection of natural philofophy was 
the fureft way of deftroying fuperftition, herefics, and anti- 
b 4 chrift ; 
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chrift; and that moral philofophy would be highly effectual. 


to eftablith true piety in the heart. ; 

But though the avowed caufe of the feverity manifefted 
sgainft Bacon, was, that he applicd himfelf to the occult 
{ciences, there is reafon to apprehend that the real one was 
the enlargement of his fentiments with refpect to religion, 
He had treated the clergy with treedom ; he had been inti- 
mate with Grofte{t; he nad even been fo daring ag to write 
to the pope, concerning the neceffity cf correcting fome 
of the errors of the church, TThefe were fufficient motives 
for expofing him to perfecution; and his old patrons being 
now dead, he was left a prey tothe malice of his enemies. 

Norwithftanding the hard ulage he met with, he did not 
intermit the vigour of his ftudies; nor was it in the power 
of his adverfarics to abitruct the progrefs of his reputation, 
His fame fpread fo wide, that it not only reached Rome, 
but induced Clement LV. to defire that he would fend him 
all his works. This pontiff was one of the worthieft men 
who had filled the papal chair for a long time: he was a 
verfon of diftinguifked virtue, and poflefied of a liberal mind : 
he had, befare his advancement, entertained a peculiar ad- 
miration of and refpect for Bacon, and had exprefled a folici- 
tude to be favoured with his writings. No fooner did our 
Friar receive the letter from the Pope, than he fet himfelf 
to comply with his reque{t; and immediately began to re- 
vile, eplarge, and complete his compofitions, and to put 
them into proper order. Having done this, he tranfmitted 
them by his favourite difciple, John of Paris, who was well 
qualified to explain the fentiments of his mafter. This col- 
lection of Bacon’s performances, which were digetted by 
him into one treatife, to be fegt to the Roman bifhop, is 
called Opus Majus, and contains a complete body of {ci- 
ence, for that age. In this work the excellent author builds 
on the mott rational principles; points out extremely well 
the hindrance: § of Knowledge ; fhews that the perfection of 
witdom is to be found in the feriptures; and proves that 
philofophy is not inconfiftent with divinity. He makes ad- 
mirable remarks on the ufefulnefs of the languages, mathe- 


matics, perpective, aflronomy, chemiftry, and other fub- 
jects j 
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jects; and ae us the refult of his own enquiries with ref- 


pect to thefe different parts of ftudy. He evinces, at large, 
the importance and neceffity of proceeding by experiments, 
in order to come at truth; and, in fhort, exhibits a detail of 
his numerous improvements and curious difcoveries. 

His writings obtained for him the favour of the pope, 
and fome farther affiftance and patronage in the profecution 
of his noble fchemes: but, alas! the fun-fhine of his prof- 
perity was a tranfient gleam, which was quickly overcatft, 
The good pontiff died in a very little time, andthen Bacon 
was expofed to frefh difficulties. Thefe were occafioned b 
Jerome de Efculo, the general of the Francifcans, who 
commanded him to be imprifoned; and, to prevent his 
making an appeal, took care to get from Rome an imme- 
diate confirmation of the fentence. Others tell us, it was 
Raymundus Golfredus, who was head of the order at this 
period, and who procured the condemnation of our philo- 
fopher ; though the former account is by far the moft pro- 
bable. However that be, he languifhed in confinement ten 
years, being fhutup im his monattery, deprived of conver- 
fation, and obliged to a fevere abftinence. The pretences 
for perfecuting him were the fame as heretofore, and are 
faid, in particular, to have taken their rife from his Trea- 
tifes de Necromanticis, de Prognofticis ex Stellis, and de 
Aftronomia vera. Burt not even the continued hardfhips he 
endured, could damp his zeal in the profecution of his ftu- 
dies. Ill treated as be was by his contemporaries, he was 
animated by a laudable thirft of fame, and fired with an ar- 
dent concern for the welfare of mankind. He laboured for 
future ages, and configned his reputation and character to 
pofterity; which has, though late, done juftice to his 
merit. 

After he had remained in imprifonment the time we have 
mentioned, his o!ldenemy, Jerome de Efculo, was raifed to 
the papal throne, and atiumed the name of Nicholas the 
Fourth. Notwithftanding the feverity with which he had 
treated our worthy monk, he was, upon the whole, a man 
of virtue and fcience; and, therefore, Bacon hoped he 
might be able to pacify him, and conciliate his favour, 
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With this view he wrote, and dedicated tohim, A Treatife 
on the Means of avoiding the Infirmities of Age. This 
work is well fpoken of by the beft judges, and has been 
extremely admired by many eminent phyficians. The au- 
thor, however, was obliged, in compliance with the weak- 
nefs of the age, and to avoid the dangers he might other- 
wife incur, to exprefs his fentiments, in feveral places, 
with a ftudied obfcurity; a thing by no means agreeable 
to his natural inclination; for it was always his defire to 
hold forth truth in her native fimplicity. 

We do vot find that his application to the pope produced 
any confiderable effect: but at length he was releafd from 
his confinement, by the interpofition of fome noblenicu, cod 
returned to Oxford, where he compofed his laft periona 
ance, intitled, A Compendium of Theology. He fpent 
the remainder of his days in peace, died in the college of 
his order, on the rath of June, in 3292, or, as Dr. Jebb 
thinks, in 1294, and was buried in the church of the Fran- 
cifcans. 

Thefe are all the particulars toe moft indefatigable en- 
quirers have been able to colleét concerning the life of 
Roger Bacon; and we mutt be contented with them, 
though curiofity and gratitude would wifh for a fuller in- 
formation: but the lite of a fedentary writer is to be found 
in his works. To the compofitions, therefore, of our in- 
genious friar muft we have recourfe, if we defire to know 
what he was, and to havea proper conception of his li- 
terary character. We may take notice that, notwithftand- 
ing Bacon exifted in a dark period, he had all the bene- 
fits of education which the age could pofhbly afford. We 
do not here mean his being brought up at Oxford and Pa- 
ris, which was acommon thing in thofe days, and was 
the cafe of thoufands who never made a figure in the re- 
public of letters. What we have in view, is his peculiar 
felicity in enjoying the early patronage, inftruction, and 
affiftance of Shirwood, Grofteft, and their friends, who were 
almott the only perfons among whom any traces of true 
knowledge were to be met with. But, whatever might 
be his happinets in this refpect, his advantages bore no 

proportion 
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proportion to his improvements. The progrefs he made 
in fcience can be accounted for on no other fuppofition, 
than that of his being endowed with a genius altogether 
furprifing; and which, if he had been confined in the 
ob{cureft village, would have broken forth with a {plen- 
dour that could not be refitted. His powers rofe quite 
above the opportunities he had been favoured with, and 
puthed him to difcoveries, in the attainment of which he 
could receive no help fiom the period wherein he lived, 
His exalted mind faw, at once, through the errors of pre- 
ceding times, and fixed immediately upon the only prin- 
ciples that can lead to folid truth. In his Opus Majus he 
fhews, that too great a dependence on authority, the al- 
lowing an undue weight to cuftom, the fear of offending 
the vulgar, and the affectation of concealing ignorance un- 
der a fpecious difplay of wifdom, are the four grand impe- 
diments to the advancement of knowledge; and points out, 
in various inftances, the miftakes they occafion. He proves 
that we are not under an obligation of adhering, implicitly, 
to what we hear and read, but have a right of examining 
into the fentiments of thofe who have gone before us; of 
adding to their opinions, when defective ; and of correcting 
them, when wrong, provided we do it with modefty and 
decency. Befides laying open the fources of erroneous no- 
tions, he propofes the cleareft and mott judicious methods 
at arriving at real ference; and, as we have already hinted, 
infifts largely on the neceffity.of making experience our 
guide. 

A perufal of Roger Bacon’s works will convince us of 
the extent, as well as brightnefs of his genius. Though 
his enquiries reached to almoft every branch of literature, 
he did not perform them in a fuperficial, or even in a ge- 
neral way, but entered deeply into each fubje&t: fo that 
one would imagine it had been his fole purfuit. The ac- 
curacy and fullnefs with which he has exprefled himfelf con- 
cerning the different parts of ftudy, and fuch as he might 
be expected to have the leaft acquaintance with, form a 
high addition to his character. 

A particular tribute of honour is duc to him, on account 
of 
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of the juft fentiments he entertained with regard to moral 
philofophy and the fcriprures. He faw, in its full light, 
the connection between natural and revealed religion: he 

ceived that they mutually fupport each other, and thar 
the latter muft be erected on the former, in order to ftand 
on a folid and immoveable foundation. A noble principle 
this! which, by being properly attended to, has produced 
fome of the beft books the prefent enlightened age has 
feen ; and has afforded the moft rational and unanfwerable 
vindications of Chriftianity. rath 

In fhort, Roger Bacon was born to rife, in almoft every 
refpect, above the prejudices of his day. He was born to 
collect in himfelf, as in one focus, all the rays of know. 
ledge that were {cattered abroad in the world ; and not on- 
ly to do fo, but to make amazing additions to every fepa- 
rate branch of fcience: as will abundantly be manifeft- 
ed, by our proceeding to give a more particular detail of 
his admirable improvements and difcoveries. 

The view we have already given of the life and literary 
character of Roger Bacon, mutt have been fufficient to 
convince us that, confidering the period in which he flou- 
rifhed, he was a moft extraordinary perfon; and that the 
enlargement of his mind, and the extent of his knowledge, 
were extremely great: but were we to ftop here, we fhould 
be far from doing juftice to his merits ; far from reprefenting 
him as he really was, with regard to his abilities and at- 
tainments, If we would have an adequate conception of 
the man, we mult purfue him more diftinétly through the 
different branches of fcience, and examine the progrefs 
and difcoveries which he made in every feparate part of 
fludy. 

Let us then begin with grammatical learning, which is 
the ufual foundation of other improvements. No one had 
a higher fenfe of its value than our worthy friar, as ap- 


pears from his Opus Majus; in which he points out, at. 


large, the many advantages that flow from a {kill in the 
languages, and fhews the vaft importance of being able ta 
perafe the beft authors in their originals, Accordingly, his 
OWn proficiency was proportionably eminent : for he was per 


fectly 
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fectly acquainted with the Latin, the Greek, the Hebrew, 
and the Chaldee tongues. He was even capable of com- 
pofing grammers in them; and has left indubitable marks 
that he underitood them with a critical exaétnef¥. This 
was very furprifing for that age, when few perfons had any 
confiderable knowledge in the languages, and when it was 
extremely difficult to get accefs to them, and obtain pro 
inftruétions concerning them.” Nor were his philological 
enquiries purfued in a’ pedantic manner, but conduéted with 
fome degree of tafte. He was fond of the Roman poets, 
and makes feveral quotations from them in his writings, 
His regard for Virgil induced him to compofe obferyations 
upon the works of that divine genius; and his judicious 
reading of the ancients in general, is evident from his ftyle, 
which, if it has not the claffic purity and elegance of the 
Auguftan period, has, however, a clearnefs, a precifion, 
a neatnefs, and a ftrength, greatly fuperior to his day. He 
had certainly a happy way of expreffing his ideas, there 
being nothing awkward, obfcure, or redundant in his dice 
tion. 

Nor was he meanly verfed in other branches of the 
belles lettres. He wrote, for inftance, upon chronol 
and was well acquainted with it; as he was, alfo, with hif- 
tory, and efpecially the four grand empires of the world, 
of which he has given an accurate account. It is apparent, 
likewife, that, he had a complete knowledge of geography, 
fo far as it could then be underftood. He had evena fuller 
and more exact comprehenfion of the fituation, extent, 
and inhabitants of many countries, than fome who have 
devoted their principal attention to the fubject. His fkill, in 
this refpect, was fo eminent, that it reached to the remoteft 
places: for he had very juft notions of Tartary, China, 
and the reft of the kingdoms in that part of the globe. 
The geographical obfervations he hath left us in his Opus 
Majus, are allowed to have uncommon merit. 

But though Roger Bacon’s acquaintance with the fe- 
veral kinds of learning already mentioned, would have 
becn fufficient to have gained him a high charaéter, even 
if he had applied to nothing elfe, yet the reputation he 
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hence deferved has been loft amidft the blaze of his other 


excellencies.. While he fhone with unparalleled {plendor 
as a philofopher, perfons fcarcely thought it worth their 
while to take notice of and record his progrefs in gramma- 
fical and polite literature. Indeed, it is as a philofopher 
that he is intitled to our principal admiration and praife, 
He has demontftrated, in his Opus Majus, the prodigious im- 
tance and ufe of the mathematics; and he exhibited, in 
owe improvements, a ftriking inftance of the truth of 
his remarks. He has written upon all the parts of that fub- 
lime fcience, in a manner that hath excited the applaufe 
and efteem of the beft judges. Hecompofed, likewile, a 
number of pieces upon natural philofophy in general, and 
cultivated the particular branches of it with amazing fuccefs. 
With regied to mechanics, Dr, Freind has declared, that 
not a fuperior genius has {prung up fince the days of Archi- 
medes ; and of this we have the cleareft evidence, in his 
performance on the fecret works of art and nature, and the 
non-exiftence of magic, wherein he explained how nature 
may be wrought upon and heightened by art, and mentions a 
variety of machines, which might be invented and brought 
to rhektion. He informs us that a boat may be fo conftruet- 
ed, andthe oars fo difpofed in it, as to make more way witha 
fingle perfon, than another veffel could though fully manned. 
Some attempts of this fort have been made in later times, 
and not entirely without effect, in Flanders and Holland, 
It is poffible too, he fays, to contrive a chariot, which, 
without the affiftance of animals, fhall move with the ut- 
moft force and {wiftnefs. He thinks, alfo, that flying in- 
ftruments might be formed, in the middle of which 


aman might fit, and direct them by a kind of rudder. “4 
The reader may, perhaps, be difpofed to {mile at thefe | 


inftances of our learned monk’s ingenuity: but they are 
decifive proofs of his extraordinary mechanical fkill; and 
if the fchemes feem a little whimfical, they have notwith- 
ftanding engaged the attention of other eminent philofophers 
befides Roger Bacon. He tells us, moreover, that a ma- 
chine may be made, which fhall raife or fink, with eafe, 


the greateft weights: whence it is apparent, that he uinder- 
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ftood the perpetual fcrew. He fpeaks, likewife, of many 
more inftruments, and affures us, that he had feen and 
experienced all of them, excepting the apparatus for flying. 
Such was the furprifing acquaintance of our friar with the 
fecret powers of nature ; and to this it was principally ow- 
ing that he was treated as a magician, though he propofed 
his difcoveries as having nothing extraordinary in them; but 
as being merely the refult of a knowledge, not difficult to be 
attained, and which he was ready to communicate to every 
honeft enquirer. as 

Another part of fcience, wherein his proficiency was 
equally amazing, was optics, inthe theory and practice 
of which he took indefatigable pains. He was at much 
expence, as well as labour, to bring it to perfection; and 
though, at that time, an almoft total ignorance prevailed with 
regard to it, though it was only ftudied by few perfons, 
yet fo fuccefsful were his refearches, that he appears to 
have hit upon moft of the grand inventions which, in modern 
ages, have reflected the higheft luftre on individuals, and 
even on nations themfelves. He has defcribed the method 
of making reading-glaffes, and pointed out the ufe of 
them, with a clearnefs and precifion that do not admit of 
the leaft doubt. He hath informed us alfo, that himfelf, 
and his friend Peter de Maham, had conftruéted a number 
of burning-glaffes; and he hath given us an account of 
the Camera Obdfcura. What, perhaps, will be efteemed 
{till more furprifing, it is evident, that the important dif. 
covery of the telefcope was made by him. That he un- 
derftood this admirable inftrument is indubitable from fe- 
veral paffages in his works ; nor had he merely an idea of 
it, as a poffible thing, but put his idea into execution. 
Accordingly, we have fufficient reafon to believe, that he 
actually ufed telefcopes in his aftronomical obfervations. 
His apparatus, indeed, was neither fo elegant nor fo per- 
fect as modern times have produced: neverthelefs, it was 
extremely ferviceable to him in the acquifition of know- 
ledge, and was applied by him to the moft valuable pur- 
pofes, 

From this fubject the tranfition is very natural to the con- 
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fidetation of Roger Bicon’s proficiency with regard to aftros 
nomy, in which bis {kill was prowesciones to the reft of his 
improvements. Soextenfive, foaccurate was his acquaintance 
with this fublime fcience, that he faw clearly through the er- 
tors of the calendar, and was capable of {pecifying the pro- 
per method of correcting them. This knowledge he ac- 

vired without any affiftance but from his own fagacity and 

iligence, and earneftly prefled pope Clement the Fourth to 
saterake the alteration of the ftyle.. It is remarkable, that 
the fcheme laid down by him was more exact and complete, 
than the plan afterwards adopted by Gregory the Thirteenth, 
Our monk was for having the reformation begin from the 
birth of our Saviour, and not from the council of Nice. The 
calendar framed by him, for this purpofe, is ftill extant; 
and it is, with good reafon fuppofed, that from him were 
borrowed the ideas which gave rife to the Gregorian cor- 
rection ; while, at the fame time, the-perfons who carried 
it into execution had not the wifdom to render the defign 
fo perfect as Roger Bacon had propofed. 

But let us pafs onto the furvey of him as a chemift, 
where we fhail find his character as extraordinary as in 
other refpects. He may be almoft confidered as the in- 
troducer of chemiftry into this kingdom ; and it was pur- 
fued by him with fuch uncommon fuccefs, that he under- 
ftood, and hath {poken of, many of the operations now in 
ufe. His comparatively accurate and extenfive acquaint- 
ance with this {cience is acknowledged by all who are 
converfant with the fubjeét; and he made feveral very 
capital difcoveries. Among the reft, gunpowder was known 
to him, both with regard to its ingredients and its appli- 
cation. He mentions clearly and diftinétly the materials 
neceffary to a compofition of that fort, and the great ef- 
fects it might produce. It is worthy of particular notice, 
that he believes it was fome preparation of this nature 
which enabled Gideon, with his three hundred pitchers 
and lamps, to obtain a complete victory over the Midian- 
ites. 

_ Another thing obfervable in our friar, was his fkill 
in the tranimutation of metals, Whatever be thought 
of 
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of his attempts to find out the philofopher’s ftone, as it has 
‘been called, or the art of converting bafer fubftances into 
gold, it ts certain he went as far that way as any man; and, 
in the profecution of his main fubject, ttruck out a multi- 
tude of important truths. Several of his principles and po- 
fitions have been fince approved and confirmed by the moft 
intelligent and curious philofophers ; and Boerhaave {peaks 
of him with peculiar honour, 

The laft inftance we fhall mention of Roger Bacon’s vat 
proficiency, as an alchemift, is his tincture of gold for the 
prefervation of life, in his invention and defcription of 
which, he has afforded manifeft proofs how well he was ac- 
quainted with the powers of nature. The medicine itfelf, 
indeed,+« will be looked upon as whimfical; but the in- 
veftigation of it led him to many valuable enquiries and 
difcoveries, | 

When we reflect upon the courfe of his chemical ftudies, 
we cannot wonder, that he applied to medicine in general. 
To this we are indebted for his admirable treatife on avoid- 
ing the infirmities of age, of which an account has already 
been given. He wrote, likewife, other pieces in the fame 
icience. 

While Roger Bacon employed himfelf in the moft ab- 
{trufe and fublime fpeculations and purfuits—whjle he culti- 
vated feveral kinds of knowledge, in which he was without 
a rival; one would imagine that he could have had no 
time to attend to the common literature of the age. This 
chiefly included logic and metaphyfics, and confitted of a 
thoufand fubtle queftions and diftinétions which the fchool- 
men had lately introduced. However, if the fafhionable 
kearning was entitled to the leaft degree of praife, our friar 
underftood it in all its extent, as is evident from his works; 
and his reputation in it was equal to that of the beft of his 
contemporaries, With regard toethics, as we have former- 
ly obferved, his merit was very diftinguifhed ; for fo juft 
and enlarged were his fentiments of moral philofophy, that 
he confidered it as the end and perfection of human wif- 
dom, as the fame with divinity, and th¢ foundation of re- 
vealed religion, 
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To crown the whole, he was fo far from neglecting the 
liar bufinefs of his profeffion, that he rendered all his 
enquiries fubfervient to ir, and feems to have had nothing in 
view, but the honour of the fupreme Being, and the welfare 
of mankind. He entertained the utmoft veneration for the 
Scriptures, urged the ftudy of them in their original lan- 
guages, and thought that all other parts of literature would 
contribute to make them better underftood. To evince 
this was the grand purpofe of his writings, and particularly 
of his laft performance, the Compendium of Theology ; the 
ublication of which would probably be extremely ufeful, 
and throw much light on a variety of fubjects. Nay, ex- 
traordinary and furprifing as his character appears, there is 
reafon to believe it would be deemed ftill more amazing, if 
all his manufcripts were collected from the duft of libraries, 
where fome of them have long lain forgotten, and were 
brought into open day. 

Such was friar Roger Bacon; and therefore it is no won- 
der, that he was ca!!ed Doctor Mirabilis, a title he well deferv- 
ed, while the other authors of his time had no juft preten- 
fions to the pompous appellations which were beftowed up- 
on them. His works have been read with aftonifhment by 
the beft modern writers, and will ever be admired, fo long 
as the leaft love of f{cience and learning remains in Britain. — 

We hoy: thar none of our readers will be difpofed to think 
lefs honourably of him, becaufe he did not, in all refpeéts, 
difcard the errorsof thetimes, ‘This is fo far from affording 
caule of blame, that the matter of furprife is how, in fo 
dark a period, and under fuch prodigious difadvantages, he 
was capable of ftriking out the light he did. As to his 
fentiments concerning Ariftotle, though he looked upon his 
performances as the foundation of knowledge, let‘it be re- 
membered, that this was the prevailing, the indifputable 
Opinion of the age. Let it alia be remembered, that out 
monk did not take that philofopher in the wretched tranfla- 
tions then received, did not confine himfelf to his difcoveries, 
but dared to difice from him, where he faw reafon ; for no 
one had a higher if nfe of the pomibility and importance of 
inomecoging the mics of ancient wiflom, With regard, 
likewile, 
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likewife, to his favourable notion of judicial aftrology, an 
attachment to it was the general miftake of the day ; a mif- 
take which continued in much more enlightened times. Be- 
fides, he did not imagine, that the difpofition of the ftars 
abfolutely controled the courfe of events, or broke in up- 
on moral agency, and human liberty. We need not fay, 
that the charge of his being addiéted to magic was founded 
on the groffeft ignorance ; or attempt to refute the ridiculous 
ftory of the brazen head, which has been applied to feveral 
other eminent men. ; 

The more we confider the attainments of Roger Bacon, 
amidft the greateft obftructions, andunder a long and fevere 
perfecution, the more we fhall admire the vigour of his 
mind, the fteadinefs of his application, and the progrefs he 
made. Nor can we too much revere the virtues of his heart, 
his zeal for the public good, the freedom with which he 
communicated his inventions, and his rendering them all 
fubfervient to the beft purpofes. That fuch a man fhould be 
fo harfhly and injuriouily treated, fills us with the higheft in- 
dignation ; but thus hath the ungrateful world often ufed 
its nobleft benefactors. The injuftice fhewn to the perfon 
of our friar, extended alfo to his works. ‘The odium caft 
upon his character, together with other concurring circum- 
ftances, hadthe unhappy influence of occafioning his writ- 
ings to be fo much neglected, that there was a danger of 
their being wholly loft; and Leland complains, that it 
would be eafier to collect the Sybils leaves, than the titles of 
the books he compofed. If they had not been almoft en- 
tirely unknown, mankind could not have continued fo long 
ignorant of the valuable difcoveries they contain. Late, 
very late it was, before his merit was fet in a full light; and 
we are under great obligations to thofe who have refcued his | 
name and productions from oblivion. Our acknowledge- 
ments are particularly due to Dr. Jebb, and the authors of 
the Biographia Britannica, whofe excellent labours have 
cnabled us to fee, that Roger Bacon, all things confidered, 
was, perhaps, the brighteft genius which Britain, or the 
world, hath produced, 
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CHAPTER I. 


The Spirit of Party. 
The Meeting of the Parliament. 


upon it in both Houfes. Debates in Parliament. 
for the Year 1783. Parliamentary Approbation of 


State of Affairs at the Termination of the Year 1782. 
The Speech from the Throne. Addreffes 


Difcontents. Seamen 


the Officers and 


Troops employed in the Defence and Relief of Gibraltar, A concerted Op- 
pofition to the Minifter. Speculations concerning the Provifional Treaty. 
The Motion of Mr. Fox for its Produétion. Motion by Mr. Hartley cone 


cerning the American War. 


The Thanks of Parliament are given to Sir 


Edward Hughes and Sir Eyre Coote. Aas of Parliament. 


"| a operations of party are 


infeparable from a free contti- 
tution ; and when they are directed 
by patriotifm and public virtue, they 
are beneficial in the greateft degree, 
and fupport order and political li- 
berty. In England, parties have 
exifted from the earlieft times; but 
while they have frequently pro- 
moted the national good, they have 
often engendered misfortunes and 
calamity, For the private inte- 
refts and paffions of men will in- 
fenfibly intermingle in their public 
tranfactions ; and by diftracting the 
councils of the kingdom, diminifh 
its power and profperity. Of late 
years the violence of party and fac- 
tion has been uncommonly great, 
and fatally deftructive. It has 
brought the nation very nearly to 
the brink of deftruétion; and it 
feems to threaten and to fofter new 
dangers and diftrefs, 





The promifing and virtuous admi-« 
niftration of the marquis of Rock- 
ingham did not laftlong. His death 
opened the way for the advancement 
ot the earl of Shelburne ; and this 
noble lord, while he was poffeffed of 
ability, application, and vigour, 
found himfelf in a fituation which 
afforded many fymptoms of ftability 
and confequence, He had the con- 
fidence of his fovereign ; the odium 
of hoftile meafures: againft the 
Americans was at an end; negoci- 
ations had been opened for peace 
and the glory of the relief of Gib- 
ralrar by lord Howe had excited 
and flattered the national pride, Af- 
ter the miferies and loffes of a moft 
unhappy war, a fcene of peaceful 
profperity was about to prefent it- 
felf; and the nation, difpofed to be 
pleafed, was about to forget its in- 
quietudes. In this fituation, the 


parliament was called to affemble ; 
Az 


and 
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and the king addreffed himfelf to ic 
from the throne. Dec. 5. 1782. 
He obfe:ved, that he had lott no 
time in giving the neceflary orders 
for prohibiting an offenfive war a- 
gainft the Americans; and that he 
had been directing his views to a 
cordial reconciliation with them. 
Such being his own inclination, and 
fuch the fenfe of his parliament and 
people, he hadnot hefitated to make 
them the offer of declaring them tree 
and independert ftates, by an article 
to be inferted in the tieaty of peace. 
Provifional articles were even agreed 
u n, totake effect u hen the terms 
pene see could be finally 
adjufled with the court of France. 
He deplored this difmemberment of 
his empire, which had become a 
matter both of policy and prudence ; 
but teltified a hope that religion, 
language, intereit, and affection 
would yet prove a permanent tie 
of union between the two countries. 
He {poke with pride and fatisfaction 
of the galiant defence of rhe gover- 
nor and the yarrifon of Gibraltar; 
and of the honour acquired by his 
fieet, which had offered battle to the 
combined force os France and Spain 
upon their own coatts. He expreff- 
el the fincerity with which he would 
endeavour, by every meafure in his 
ywer, to diminifh the burthens of 
iis people; and he recommended to 
his commons an immediate attention 
to the great objects of public re- 
ceipts and expenditure, and above 
all to the ftate of the public debt. 
To the parliament in general he re- 
marked the great exeefs to which 
the crimes of theft and robbery had 
grown, and the perfonal violence 
with which they were often accom. 
anicd ; and intimated the necethitv 
which of confequence prevailed for 
A yict and fevere Cxecution ot the 
Jaw. He bettowed his approbation 
on the liberal principles “ hich ha 


been adopted with regard to the 
rights and the commerce of Ireland, 
He pretled a revilion of our whole 
{vitem of trade, with a view to its 
fulleft extention; and turning his 
attention to Afia, he pointed out our 
vait poffeilions there as a moft im- 
portant object of regulation and care, 
He declared that the true fpirit of 
the conftitution would be the invari. 
able rule of his conduct; and he 
called upon his parliament to exer- 
cife their temper, wifdom, and dif. 
intereitednefs. 

A motion for an addrefs of thanks 
to his majeity for this gracious fpeech 
was made in the houle of commons 
by Mr. Yorke, and feconded by Mr. 
Banks. Thefe gentlemen echoed 
back the fentiments of the king, and 
indulged themfelves in expreffions 
of loyalty, zeal, and fupport. ‘They 
confidered the concefon of inde- 
pendence to America as an acqui- 
fition which her own arms had ob- 
tained to her; but they difplayed 
the probability which there exitled 
that the old and eftablifhed habits of 
commerce would continue between 
the two countries. They defcribed 
in ftrong language our naval fuc- 
ceffes in the Weit Indies and at Gib- 
raltar; painted the dittrefles to 
which our enemies had been reduc- 
ed; and infifted on the advantages 
which might accrue to us from a 
general pacification at a period when 
our treafury was exhautted, and our 
debts had amounted to a moft enor- 
mous fum. They trufted that it 
would be nti politic to make 
fome facrifices as the price of a dur- 
able peace ; and feemed to hint that 7 
the beit means of obtaining it would J 
be the furrender of fome of thofe 
objeéts which had induced the con- 
tending powers to engage in hoftili- 
ties. Spain, once gratified, would 
not cafily be difpofed to renew the 
contentions of war. France — 
tire 
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tired of a ftruggle which had in- 
volved her in a ruinous expence ; 
and our condition was fuch, that a 
long tract of peace, with 2 trict ate 
tention to trade and @conomy were 
become neceflary to recover our 
ftrength and grandeur, 

Mr. Fox expreffed his fatisfaction 
that the miniitry had adopted the 
expedient of avowing the indepen- 
dence of America. ‘That a fair de- 
claration to this purpofe was infi- 
nitely proper, had been long his firm 
opinion. It was not the plan of the 

refent cabinet. The country was 
indebted to it to a former admini- 
{tration. But while the conceffion 
was honourable upon our part, it 
conferred nothing upon America, 
She was already independent by the 
vigour of her councils and her arms; 
and it was beyond our utmott efforts 
to fubdue her. In approving the 
meafure of avowing the indepen- 
dence of America intimated from the 
throne, he was not however with- 
out fome apprehenfions of the mi- 
niitters. He had ceafed to act with 
the earl of Shelburne, becaufe he 
diftrufted his candour. ltie had 
quitted a fituation where he had 
found himfelf encompaffed with 
fnares. Norwas he certain that, 
in the prefent inftance, there was no 
mtention of artifice and treachery. 
He fufpected that the terms of the 
propofed peace were improper ; and 
rather than confent to what was 
difhonourable, he would give his 
voice for a continuance and vi- 
gorous profecution of the war. Our 
fituation was indeed fufficiently 
vloomy ; but it was not alrogether 
defperate: and a bafe fervility and 
fubmiffion could only lead to def- 
pondency and ruin. Pe did not 
underfland what conceffions were to 
be made as the price of a general 
pacification, Was Gibraltar ta be 
given up to Spain? Such an idea 
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had gone abroad; and it was not 
impoffible but that it had been ae 
dopted. He was conviriced, not. 
withftanding, that there was no- 
thing in our fituation which could 
juftity the furrender of a fortrefs 
which was fo valuable and fo impor- 
tant. But though he had no rea- 
fon to rely on the virtue of the earl 
of Shelburne, he had hopes in the 
fincerity of his colleagues; and he 
would, therefore, avoid to oppofe 
the addrefs, or to offer an amend. 
ment upon it. 

In the courle of the debate it was 
urged on the part of adminiftration, 
that the intention is of the miniftr 
were the moft tuir and honourable 3 
that the fpeech trom the throne was 
the platform of the fyftem which 
they were purfuing ; and that when 
it confifted with the feerecy and de- 
licacy infeparable from g:eat affairs, 
the nevociations for a treaty with 
America would be fubmitted to the 
ferutiny of the parliament. An ex- 
treme candour di iiplayed itfelf in the 
contending faétions, and the addrefe 
was unanimoutly agreed to. 

In the houfe of peers, a motion 
for an addrefs of th: inks to the king 
was made by lord Cartnarthen, and 
feconded MC lord Hawke. While 
the fpeech from the throne met with 
gener: al approbation, the expecta- 
tion was entertained that the pa- 
rent flate would fill derive the great- 
eft advantages from its offspring. 
But till a firm pacification took place, 
it was argued that it would be im- 
politic to relax the preparations for 
war; and that the good of the coun 
try would beft be promoted by a 
happy and permanent underftanding 
between, the crown, the lords, and 
the commons. Sufpici ions, notwithe 
ftanding, were infinuated againtt the 
earl ot Shelburne; and afforded him 
an opportunity of explaining him- 
felf. He faid that he had exerted 
Aj the 
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the fullextent of his ability to pro- 
mote the intereits of his country ; 
but at the prefent moment it was 
not proper for him to reveal the 
fecrets of government. When it 
became him to throw himfelt be- 
fore the juttice of his country, he 
would do it with pleafure. He had 
endeavoured to find out if there was 
any poflible method of reftoring 
America to this country, before he 
had granted the offer of its indepen- 
dency. It was not his natural de- 
fire to yield up this independency : 
he had fubmitted to the controlling 
power of necellity and fate. * It 
was not I, faid he, that made this 
cefion. It was the evil ftar of Bri- 
tain: it was the blunders of a for- 
mer adminiftration ; it was the power 
of revolted fubjects, and the mighty 
urms of the houfe of Bourbon.” But 
narwithitapding the offer ot inde- 
pendency which had been made to 
America, he would ftill flrenuoutly 
contend to revive the habits of at- 
fection and intercourfe between that 
country and England. ‘Thefe ha- 
bits fortunately were not yet entire- 
ly extinguifhed. French manners 
and cuttoms had not yet taken root 
in America; and he trufted that the 
rifling veneration would imbibe no 
prejudices hottile to Britain. It was 
objected to the earl of Shelburne, 
that he had not always followed thefe 
doctrines ; and oak Fitz-William, 
and lord Stormont reminded him 
of the period when he was a ftout 
advocate for the. dependence of A- 
merica, and when he affirmed that 
the fun of England's glory would 
fet whenever independency fhould 
be granted to the colonies. 
Although the motions t r thanks 
to the throne were carried without 
a divifion in both houfes; yet the 
{pirit of party was bufy; and dif- 
contents and animofities were fpeed- 
ily to break out with violence. ‘The 


minifiry in the meanwhile proceed. 
ed with vigour, and held out to the 
nation the moft honourable pro- 
feffions; and while the negociations 
for a peace employed their chief 
care, they forgot not to extend their 
attention to other objects. 

Inthe event of the prolongation 
of the war, and with a view to the 
national defence, it was moved for 
in the houfe of commons, and a- 
greed to, that one hundred and ten 
thoufand men fhould be employed 
in the fea fervice, for the year 1783, 
including twenty-five thoufand two 
hundred and ninety marines. <A 
fum not exceeding four pounds per 
man per month was allowed for main- 
taining this force forthirtcen months, 
including ordnance for fea fervice. 

To encourage valour, and to ex- 
prefs the gratitude which was due 
to eflential fervices, general Conway 
moved a vote of thanks of the com- 
mons to governor Eliott for his gal- 
lant defence of Gibraltar. He ex- 
patiated on the confummate {kill 
and diftinguifhed merit of this com- 
mander; and having obferved that 
the national praife ought not to be 
with-held on an occafion fo brilliant, 
he infifled that nothing could be 
more acceptable to a foldier than 
fuch a mark of honour. While it 
ferved to fofter his gallantry, it was 
the moft flattering reward of his 
bravery and toils. A motion, in 
every refpect fo proper, was veceivs 
ed and carried, not only without 
difpute, but with the moft cordial 
fatistaction. A fimilar motion was 
made in favour of lord vifcount 
Howe, for the important fervice he 
had rendered to his country by his 
relief of the fortrefs of Gibraltar, 
and by his gallant and able ma- 
neeuvres of the fleet under his com- 
mand againtt a fuperior foree of the 
enemy. ‘The thanks of the houfe 
of commons were likewife given to 
hieutenant~ 
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hreutenant-ce neral Boyd, major-ge- 
heral La Motte, major-general 
Green, chief engineer, to Sir Roger 
Curtis, and tothe officers, foldiers, 
ond failors employed in the defence 
ot Gibraltar. The houfe of peers 
concurred in fitnilar profeffions of 
gratitude and commendation ; atid 
to the parties concerned their fenu- 
ments were communicated by the 
lord chancellor. 

The attentidn of the ration was 
very naturally excited by the offer 
of a furrender of independency to 
America; anda flrong and general 
curiofity prevailed to know the terms 
of the provifional treaty. Mr. fe- 
eretary ‘Townthend, to preveit the 
mifchiefs refulting from fpecula- 
tions in the funds, had addrefled a 
letter tothe lord mayor of London, 
in the end of November 17382, flat- 


ing that the negociations carrying. 


on at Paris were brought fo far to a 
point, as to promife a decifive con- 
clufion either for peace or war be- 
fore the meeting of the parliament. 
Upon the third day of December 
following, he addrefled a new letter 
to the lord rhayor, in which he ac- 
quainted him, that a meflenger had 
juft arrived from Paris, with an ac- 
count of provifional articles having 
been figned the 30th of November 
by his majetty’s commiffioners and 
the commiffionets of the United 
States of America, to be inferted iu 
atreaty of peace to be concluded 
when pacific terms fhould be agreed 
upon between Great Britain and 
France. 

A regular plan of oppofition was 
by this time formed againft the mi- 
niftry ; and the ambiguous language 
of thefe letters ferved to ericourage 
apprehenfiohs ahd doubts; Inttead 
of pteventing fpeculations in the 
funds, it was obferved that the firft 
letter of the fecretary of {tate would 
be attended with the very oppofite 
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confequence. Forit obvioufly court: 
ed an immediate fpeculation upon 
an event which was held out as foor 
to happen. And with regard to his 
fecond letter, ic was, if poffible, 
ftill more irrational; as, notwith- 
ttanding his promife, it announced 
neither peace nor war, arte kept up 
a inyflertiotis fufpence on a topic 
which ought to have been explain- 
ed with precifion. It was urged 
that the articles of the provifional 
treaty muft be known to the courts 
of France and Spain, to the com- 
miffioners of America, and to rhe 
Dutch; and it was emphatically 
afked, for what purpofe are they 
concealed in Great Britain ? It was 
thought and faid, that miniflers were 
afhamed of what they had dohe; 
that their aétions were of fo bafe a 
complexion that they could fot bear 
the light; that they had fubmitted 
to fhameful ftipulations; ahd that 
they had been deluded by French 
artitices. 

Another fource of difficulty and 
diftruft had arifen. The miniftry 
did not fee to be uniform in the 
language which they held on the 
object and tendency of the pro- 
viflonal treaty. It had gohe abroad, 
that a few of them confidered it as a 
free and unreferved declaration of 
American independence ; while by 
others of thein, it was underftodd to 
hold dut a conditional recognition of 
independenty to America; which 
Was to be valid or ineffectual, ac- 
cording as the negociatioris for an 
accommodation with France were 
to take effect, or to bé abandoned. 

The national fermerits intreafed 
in their ftrenyth} and the critical 
fituation of affairs effgagitig the 
attention of the houfe of peers, 
earl Fitzwilliam called upon lord 
Shelburne to explain the éontradic- 
tory reports which had been circ: 
lated concerning the provifional 
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treaty with America. He account- 
ed it to be right that minifters ought 
to diftinguith themfelves by their 
candour and integrity. Sophiitry 
and circurtivention were arts which 
could not lead to confidence; and 
government, in order to be refpect- 
able at home as well as abroad, 
ought to be refcued from every im- 
putation of ambiguity. Having 
prefled thefe fentiments, his lord- 
fhip requefted the attention of the 
minifter to the following quettion. 
‘+ Is it to be underftood, that the 
independence of America is never 
again to become a fubject of doubr, 
difeuffon, or bargain; but is to 
take effect abfolutely, at any period 
near or remote, whenever a treaty 
is concluded with the court of 
France, though the prefent treaty 
fhould entirely break off? Or, on 
the contrary, 1s the independence of 
America merely contingent, fo that 
if the particular treaty, now nego- 
ciating with that court, fhould not 
terminate in a peace, the offer is to 
be confidered as revoked, and the 
independence left to be determined 
by circumftances and the events of 
war?” 

The carl of Shelburne was not 
difpofed to give an explicit aniwer 
to the interrogatory of lord Fitz- 
william, He confidered that it was 
improper in itfelf; that he was 
bound not to reveal the fecrets of 
the king, and that if he fhould ven- 
ture to reply directly co the noble 
lord, he might endanger the public 
fecurity. It was the prerogative of 
the king to negociate for peace ; 
and this prerogative was not to be 
violated. The provifional treaty 
was figned and fealed; and when 
policy thould juftify him for exhi- 
biting it publicly, he would not 
lofe one moment to do fo. Earl 
Fitzwilliam was diflatisfied with this 
mode of weafyning ; and having ie- 





marked that he wanted not to know 
the fecrets of government, aor to 
receive a minute explanation of the 
articles of the treaty, infifted that 
he had atitle to have his doubts re. 
lieved with regard to the different 
conftruétions which had been put 
upon it. Nor did it efcape his ob- 
fervation, that the fecretary of ftate, 
in one of his letters to the lord may- 
or, had given the appellation of 
** the United States,” to the colo. 
nies. This language, in his opi- 
nion, intimated a full acknowledge- 
ment of the American indepen. 
dence. Yet, perhaps, it was to be 
gathered from the fpeech from the 
throne, that an ofler only of inde- 
pendency had been made to them. 
He did not mean to invade any of 
the prerogatives of the crown, It 
was fimply his defire that an ambi- 
guity fhould be cleared up; and he 
could not but conceive, that if his 
requeft fhould be rejected, the go- 
vernment would obtain a chara¢ter 
which would tend to difgrace it. For 
it would thus be expofed tothe charge 
of duplicity, at a period when the 
brightett reétitude and the mott ex- 
plicit virtue could beft uphold its in- 
tereils, and promote its profperity. 
The carl of Shelburne called anew 
the attention of the noble lord to 
the royal prerogative ; and contend- 
ed that he had conftitutionally a 
right to refufe any explicit explana- 
tion of the matter propofed to him, 
To preferve fecrecy in cafes like the 
preient, was one great ufe of the 
monarchical branch of our governs 
ment. ‘To carry on negociations 
was not the bufinefs of popular afs 
femblies. If the conftitution was 
to be altered, the beft way was at 
once to go to St. James’s, to bow to 
the king, and to fay tohim, * God 
blefs you; good bye to you: after 
having been obliged to your family 
lor refcuing us trom popery ; and 
alter 
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after having been a mixed monarchy 
tor three generations of your famt- 
ly; we find we can do better as a 
re public : we mean in future to fave 
the expence of the monarchical ef- 
tablifhment, and fo good bye to 
you: we with you well.” Lord 
‘Townhhend and lord Derby fup- 
ported earl Fitzwilliam. They re- 
minded lord Shelburne that he ought 
to adhere to doctrines which he had 
himfelf inculcated with warmth and 
pertinacity. His ufual practice had 
been to demand explanations from 
minifters. How often had he faid 
to them, * Be explicit; tell us 
what your fyftem is: this houfe has 
a right to information.” His appeal 
to the monarchical part of the con- 
ftitution, and his clamour about fe- 
crecy was not hing but aticctation. 
There mutt be other reafons for bis 
lilence; and there were cafes fo pe- 
culiar and important that they ought 
to be inquired into with the utmoft 
expedition. Parliament had a night 
to make this inquiry; for there 
were objeAs fo confequential that 
their lofs could not be compenfated 
by the punithment ot minitters. 
Jt was in vain that thefe arsuments 
were prefled upon the earl ot Shel- 
burne, He peremptorily avoided 
to enter into the quetiion. 

In the houfe of commons the fub- 
ject of the provifional treaty was 
taken up with oo lefs warmth, Mr. 
Fox, after ftatine the ditlerent and 
oppofite contiructions which had 
been put upon it, reprobared the 
conduct of minitters with all re 
foree of eloquence for which he i 
fo remarkable. He treated with in- 
finite ridicule the idea of lord Shel- 
burne, that he fhould violate his 
oath as a privy counfellor by anf- 
werlng any quettion concerning a 
treaty which had been concluded, 
The feeretary of itate had exprefied 
a decided Opinion on this fubject, 
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when in his letter to the lord mayor 
he had given to the colonies the 
name of ** the United States.” 

Other perfons in the cabinet had alfo 
exprefied their fentiments definitive- 
ly. concerning the treaty. Of all 
fuch men was it to be underftood 
that they were perjured and had be- 
trayed their truit? To have re- 
courle to his confcience and his oath 
was doubtlefs a prudent fubterfuge 
in the noble lord; and fo pious a 
fraud might be fanctified by a con- 
venient cafuitt, But while it was 
certain that the minifiry had been 
unanimous in confenting to the trea- 
ty, he could not but remark it as 
fingular, that they fhovld under- 
fiand it differently. T his fingularity 
had even fomething in it that was 
criminal; nor was it eafy to fup- 
prefs indignation when ftatefmen, 
unanimoufly concurring in a meas 
fure, were yet fo abfurd as to dif- 
fer in the interpretation of it. What 
confidence could be repofed in fuch 
minifters ? At home they were not 
furcly intitled to any truft; and a- 
broad they mutt be objeéts ‘of con- 
tempt. In order to have a full e- 
clairciffement on the fubject he wifh- 
ed for the production of the treaty ; 
yet he acknowledged, that if mini- 
flers would ftand forward and fay 
that there were parts of the treaty 
not ripe for exhibition, he would 
withdraw the motion he intended. 
His defire was to know whether the 
independency of America was con- 
ditional or irrevocable ; and he in- 
quired not after articles which were 
not fit to be feen at the prefent hour. 
Under thefe expreffions of candour, 
he moved, *¢ That an humble ad- 
drefs be prefented to his majefty, 
that he would be gracioutly pleafed 
to give directions that there be laid 
before the commons copies of fuch 
parts of the provifional articles a- 
greed upon between his majetty’s 
commiflioners 





























commiffioners and the commiffioners 
of the United States of America, as 
relate to the negociation of the in- 
~ dependency of the faid ftates.” 
r. Pitt oppofed himfelf to Mr. 
Fox, and difplayed the precifion and 
elegance for which he is remarkable. 
It was impoffible that he could con- 
ceive the propriety of producing the 
provifional treaty; and it was an 
extreme forrow to him that mini- 
fters had been fo much off their 
guard as to have thrown out any in- 
formation refpecting it. He would 
not go fo far as to pronounce this 
conduét to be a breach of their oath 
as counfellors of the crown; but 
he was fure that it was a verv high 
breach of diferetion. We were in 
a fituation when much depended up- 
on caution and filence. ‘To reveal 
any part of the depending negocia- 
tions might affect them. Every 
thing depended upon fecrecy. He 
therefore conjured the houfe to fup- 
port government ; and by their una- 
nimity and firmnefs to advance and 
romote the meafures carrying on 
by minifters. It was by this me- 
thod that our enemies would be moft 
decidedly inclined to conclude final- 
ly upon that fort of peace which 
this country had a right to expect 
and to infitt upon. No argument 
could poflibly be employed that 
could juftity the production of the 
provifional treaty at this hour. No 
advantage could refult from laying 
the treaty or any part of it before 
the houfe wii fw to the conclu- 
fion of the prefent negociations. Ir 
did not become that houfe to be 
more attached to America than the 
Americans themfelves. It was a 
matter of joy to him that America 
had accepted the recognition of her 
independence as the price of peace. 
It wasa folid foundation on whicha 
future union with that country 


might be framed. His majeity’s 
QO 
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miniftere were refponfible for thei? 
actions; and he trufted that they 
would not be interrupted in tranf: 
ations which they had begun with 
fuceefs, and which were about to 
terminate fo advantageoufly for 
Great Britain. It was his belief 
that both nations would ftill be con. 
neéted in intereit as well as friend- 
fhip ; and factious motives alone he 
conceived could raife up an oppofi- 
tion to meafures from which the 
happieft confequences were to be 
wilhed for and expected. 

Lord North, having diverted 
himfelf with the different conftruc- 
tions which had been put upon the 
provifional treaty, in confequence of 
the indifcretion of minifters, gave it 
as his opinion, that it became them 
to be fecret. Great difficulties might 
arife from their communicating the 
articles of the treaty, or their opinions 
of it, before the final conclufion of 
the negociations. If the houfe of 
commons fhould difapprove the pro- 
vilional treaty, the negociations now 
depending might be protracted to a 
great length, or fufpended altogether. 
It, on the contrary, they expreffed 
their approbation of it, confequences 
no le{s ominous and fatal might en- 
fue. The minifters of France, from 
the eafinefs with which the recogni- 
tion of American independence was 
received, might alter their tone, and 
rife in their demands. After fome 
farther debate the motion of Mr. 
Fox was loit; the numbers being 
219 againft 46. 

The calamities of the American 
war being ftill recent in the minds 
of men ; and the fpirit of party pro- 
duced by it ftill operating with vi- 
gour, 4 motion of a fingular kind 
was now made in the houfe of com- 
mons byMr. David Hartley. He de- 
clared it to be his opinion that the 
negociations in dependence would 
be broken off, and that the Americar 

yar 














FOREIGN 


war would again be renewed. He 
was on this account folicitous to 
bind down minifters finally to aban- 
don all thoughts of it, whatever 
might be the iffue of the prefent 
treatv. He therefore moved, ‘* that 
an humble addrefs be prefented to 
his majeity, ftating that his faithful 
commons think it their indifpenf- 
able duty not only to return their 
grateful thanks to his majefty for 
having adopted the fenfe of his par- 
liament and people, in having point- 
ed all his views and meatures, as 
well in Europe as in North Ame- 
rica, to an entire and cordial recon- 
ciliation with thofe colonies; but 
likewife to exprefs to his majetty, 
that whatever may be the refult of 
the general negociations for peace 
now depending, our conciliatory 
fentiments towards America remain 
unaltered, as prefented in our hun)- 
ble addrefs to his majefty on that 
fubject in the laft feton of parlia- 
ment ; and therefore that this houfe 
will confider as enemies to his ma- 
jefty and this country all thofe who 
fhall endeavour to fruftrate fuch be- 
neficial difpofitions of his majefty, 
by advifing, or by any means at- 
tempting the farther profecution of 
war on the continent of America.” 
It was contended by Mr. ftcretary 
Townfhend, that the refolutions 
which were the ground of this mo- 
tion being inferted in their journals, 
and having a full force, it was un- 
neceflary. Sir William Dolben pro- 
nounced it to be highly improper to 
admit any motion which fhould give 
up the fovereignty of America with- 
owt fecuring a lafling peace in re- 
turn torit. He profeffed himfelf an 


enemy toa continental war in Ame- 
rica, but he was confident that Ame- 
rica might {till be reduced to obe-— 
We ought to withdraw 

our fleets and armies from that 
country, and to turn them againg 


dience. 
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our European adverfaries. Whea 
we fhould crush the navy of the houfe 
ot Bourbon, it woukl happen that 
America would apply to us for that 
protection which fhe now finds from 
France. If it was true that a peace 
concluded at this period would not 
continue, it neceflarily followed, 
that we ought-not to give up inde- 
pendence to America. For that 
would be to give what was a perpe- 
tuity for an advantage that was pre- 
carious, and which might nor lait 
for ten years. It likewife appeared 
to him that if America was madea 
fovereign ftate, our Welt India 
iflands would be fevered from us. 
While America remained to us, thefe 
iflands were bands which united her 
with the mother country; but up- 
on the grant of American indepen- 
dency they would be confidered as 
her natural and proper appendages. 
They might be termed the fatel- 
lites of that luminary that was be- 
ginning to rife above our horizon ; 
and if they were torn from us we 
fhould be without confequence in 
Europe. ‘The motion of Mr. Hart- 
ley was not cordially received by 
the commens; and upon a divifion 
it was rejected by a majority of 51 
to 13. 

Amidft more important concerns 
the minifler was not inattentive to 
the leffer precautions of govern- 
ment; and the two houfes of parlia- 
ment concurred in voting their 
thanks to vice-admiral Sir Edward 
Hughes, for the important fervices 
performed by the fquadron under 
his command in the Vratt Indies on 
the 17th of February and the 12th 
of Aptil 1782. The two houfes 
alfo joined in conferring their thanks 
on sir Eyre Coote, for the great 
perfeverance he difplayed and the 
indefatigable pains he employed to 
furmount the dif¥-ulties in whick 
the affairs of the Carnatic were in- 
volved, 
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volved, and for the gallant and fpi- 
rited exertions he had made, from 
the period of his placing himfelf at 
the head of the army in that quar- 
ter of India. 

Dec, 23, 1782. About this time 
too, the royal aflent was given to fe- 
veral public bills, of whieh it was the 
object to facilitate the operations of 
government. Thefe were, t. An 
act for orm 4 an aid to his ma- 
jetty, by a land-tax, to be raifed in 
Great Britain, for the fervice of the 

rear 1783. 2. An act for continu- 
ing and granting to his majetty, cer 
tain dutics upon malr, mum, cyder, 


and perry, for the fervice of the faid 
year. 3. An act to permit the im- 
portation of wheat, wheat-flour, 
rye, rye-flour, barley, and all forts 
of corn, grain, and meal, upon 
payment of the low duties therein 
mentioned for a limited time. And, 

. an aét to continue an act, made in 
the laft feffion of parliament, intit- 
led, “* An aét more effeQually to 
revent his majeity’s enemies from 
Gane fupplied with fhips or veftels 
from Great Britain”? The parlia- 
ment was now adjourned wll the 
21ft day of the approaching month 
of January, 1783. 
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Preliminary Aviicles with France. 
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Preliminary Articles with Spain. The 


Provifional Articles with the United States of America.  Negociations 
avith Holland. The Publication of the Treaties. The Examination of 
them in Parliament. Their Fate inthe Houfe of Peers. 


HE meeting of the parliament 
was expected with the great- 
eft impatience ; and the concern of 
the public with regard to the nego- 
tiations for a peace was univerfal 
and anxious. At length lord Gran- 
tham, in a letter to the lord mayor, 
acquainted him that the preliminary 
articles between Great Britain and 
France, and between Great Britain 
and Spain, were figned atVerifailles. 
At the fame time he intimated, that 
the preliminaries with Holland were 
not actually fubferibed; but that a 
ceflation ot hottilities with that re- 
pare was agreed upon. Soon after, 
vis lordflip tubmitted to the houfe 
of peers the treaties with France and 
Spain, and the provifional articles 
concluded upon between the com- 
miffioners of the crown and thofe 
of the United States of Ame- 
rica, 


In the treaty between Great Bri- 
tain and France it was agreed, that 
peace fhould take place to the fullet 
extetit, and that meafures the mott 
efficacious fhould immediately be 
executed for putting an end to hof- 
tilities of every kind. Newfound- 
land was to remain with England 
as before the commencement of the 
war; and, to prevent difputes about 
boundaries, it was a on: that the 
French fithery fhould begin from 
Cape St. John on the caftern fide, 
and going found by the north, 
fhould have for its boundary Cape 
Ray on the weftern fide. The iflands 
of St. Pierre and Miquelon were 
ceeded in fullright to France. The 
French were to continue to fith in 
the Gulf of St. Laurence contorm- 
ablv to the filth article of the treaty 
of Paris. The king of Great Bri- 
tain was to reflore to France the 
ifland 
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ifland of St. Lucia, and to cede and 


guaranty to her that of Tobago, 


The king of France was to furrender 
to Great Britain the iflands of Gre- 
nada and the Grenadines, St. Vin- 
cent, Dominica, St. Chriftopher’s, 
Nevis, and Montferrat. ‘The river 
of Senegal and its dependencies, 
with the forts of St. Louis, Podor, 
Galam, Arguin, and Portendic, 
were to be given to France; and 
the ifland of Goree was to be reftored 
to it. Fort James and the river 
Gambia were guarantied to his Bri- 
tannic majeity ; and the gum trade 
was to remain in the fame condi- 
tion as before the commencement 
of hottiliies. The king of Great 
Britain was to reftore to his mott 
Chriftian majefty all the etlablifh- 
ments which belonged to him at the 
breaking out of the war on the coatt 
of Orixa and in Bengal, with the li- 
berty to furround Chandernagor 
with a ditch for draining the wa- 
ters; and became engaged to fecure 
to the fubjects of France in that part 
of India, and on the coafts of Orixa, 
Coromandel, and Malabar, a fafe, 
free, and independent trade, cither 
as private traders, or under the di- 
rection of acompany. Pondicherry, 
as wellas Karical, was to be render- 
ed back to France; and his Britan- 
nic majetty was to give as a depend- 
ency round Pondicherry, the two 
dittricts of Valdnour and Bahour ; 
and as a dependency round Karical, 
the tour contiguous Magans. ‘The 
French were again to enter into the 
potletiion of Mahe, and of the 
Comptoir at Surat. The allies of 
France and Great Britain were to be 
invited to accede to the prefent pa- 
cification; and the term of four 
months was to be allowed them, for 
the purpofe of making their deci- 
fion. In the event of their averfion 
from peace no affiflance on either 
fide was to be given tothem. Great 
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Britain renounced every claim with 
refpect to Dunkirk. Commiffioners 
were to be appointed refpectively by 
the two nations to enquire into the 
itate of their commerce, and tocon- 
cert new arrangements of trade on 
the footing of reciprocity and mu- 
tual convenience, All conquetts on 
either fide, in any part of the world 
whatfoever, not mentioned nor al- 
luded to in the prefent treaty, were 
to be reftored without ditliculty, and 
without requiring compenfation, It 
being necefiary that there fhould be 
a fixed epoch for the reftiturions and 
furrenders to be made by the con- 
tracting parties, it was determined 
that the king of Great Britain 
fhould order the evacuation of the 
iflands of St. Pierre and Miquelon 
three months after the ratification 
of the preliminary treaty; and that, 
if poilible, before the expiration of 
the fame period he thould relinquith 
all connection with St. Lucia inthe 
Weft Indies, and Goree in Atrica. 
It was ftipulated in like manner, 
that his Britannic majefty fhould, at 
the end of three months after the 
ratification of the treaty, or fooner, 
enter into the pofleflion of the iflands 
ot Grenada and the Grenadines, St. 
Vincent, Dominica, St. Chriflo 
phers, Nevis, and Montferrat, 
France was to be put into pofle{lion 
of the towns and comptoirs whici: 
were to be reflored to her inthe afl 
Indies, and of the territories which 
were to ferve as dependencies round 
Pondicherty and round Karical fix 
months after the ratification of the 
definitive treaty ; and at the termi- 
nanon of the fame term fhe was to 
re{tore the towns and diftricts which 
her arms might have taken from the 
Englith or their allies in that quarter 
of the globe. The prifoners upon 
each fide, were reciprocally to be 
furrendered, and without ranfom. 
upon the ratification of the treaty ; 


and 








































a ee ee ee ae | eget & 


“eas 
ee 





Se 


ow 





n¢ 


and on paying the debts they might 
have contracted during their capu- 
vity. Each crown was refpectively 
to reimburie the fums which had 
been advanced for the maintenance 
ot their prifoners by the country 
where they had been detained, ac- 
cording to attefted and authentic 
vouchers. With a view to prevent 
every difpute and complaint on ac- 
count of prizes which might be 
made at fea after the figning of the 

eliminary articles, it was mutual- 
ly fettled and underttood that the 
vellels and effects which might be 
taken in the Channel, and in the 
North Seas, after the fpace of 
twelve days, to be computed from 
the ratification of the prefent preli- 
minary articles, were to be reitored 
upon ‘each fide; that the term 
fleould be one month from the Chan- 
nel and the North Seas, as tar as 
the Canary iflands inclufively, whe- 
ther in the Ocean or the Mediter- 
runean ; two months trom the Ca- 
nary itlands as far as the equinoc- 
tial line or equator; and laitly, five 
months without exception in all 
other parts of the world, 

Theie preliminary articles of 
peace were concluded at Verfailles, 
between Mr = Alleyne 
Fitzherbert, minifier ple- 
nipetentiary on the part of his Bri- 
tannic majetty, and Charles Gravier, 
comtede Vergennes, the miniller ple- 
mipotentiary on the part of the king 
of France. At the fame time the pre- 
liminary articles of peace between 
Great Britain and Spain were alfo 
concluded at Verfatlles, between 
Mr. Fitzherbert and the comte D’ 
Aranda, the minitter plenipotentiary 
tor the Spanifh monarch. It was 
acrced that a fincere friendfhip 
fhould be re-eflablifhed between his 
Britannic majefty and his catholic 
majcily, their kingdoms, ftates, and 


fubjects by fea and land in all parts 
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of the world. His catholie ma- 
jeity was to keep the ifland of Mi- 
norca; and was to retain Wett Flo- 
rida. Eait Florida was to be ceded 
to him by the king of Great 
Britain. Eighteen months from 
the date of the ratification of the 
definitive treaty were to be al- 
lowed to the iubjects of the lat- 
ter who had fettled in the ifland 
of Minorca and in the two Flo- 
ridas, to fell their eltates, to recover 
their debts, and to tranfport their 
perfons and effects, without being 
reitrained upon account of their re- 
ligion, or on any other pretence 
whatfoever, except that of debts, 
and profecutions for crimes. His 
Britannic majefty was, at the fame 
time, to have the power to caufe all 
the effects that might belong to him 
in Eatt Florida, whether artillery 
or others, to be carried away. The 
liberty of cutting logwood ina dif- 
trict, of which the boundaries were 
to be afcertained, without moletta- 
tion or diiturbance of any kind 
whatfoever, was permitted to Great 
Britain. The king of Spain was 
to reitore the iflands of Providence, 
and the Bahamas, without excep- 
tion, in the condition in which they 
were when they were conquered by 
his arms. All other conquefts of 
territories and countries upon either 
fide, not included in the prefent ar- 
ticles, were to be mutually reftored 
without difficulty or compenfation, 
The epoch for the reftitutions to be 
made, and for the evacuations to 
take place, the regulations for the 
releafe of prifoners, and for the cef- 
fation of captures were exactly the 
fame as thofe which have already 
been related, as ftipulated in the 
preliminary articles with France. 

It is now proper to re- 
count the provifional ar- 
ticles which had been 
framed and adjufted at Paris, between 
Richard 
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Richaed Ofwald, efq. the commiflion- 
er of his Britannic majefty, and John 
Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John 
Jay, and Henry Laurence, the com- 
miffioners of the United States ot 
America. Uponthe tenet that re- 
ciprocal advantages and mutual con- 
venience are found by experience to 
form the only permanent toundation 
of peace and fricndihip between 
ftates, it was agreedto build the 
articles of the propofed treaty on 
fuch principles of liberal equity and 
reciprocity, as that partial advan- 
tages (thofe feeds of difcord) being 
excluded, fuch a beneficial and fa- 
tisfactory intercourfe between the 
two countrics might be eftablifhed, 
as to promife and fecure to both per- 
petual peace and harmony. His 
Britannic majefty acknowleged the 
United States, viz. New Hamp- 
fhire, Maffachufets Bay, Khode 
Iiland and Providence Plantations, 
Connecticut, New York, New Jer- 
fey, Pennfylvania, Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, and Georgia, to 
be free, fovereign, and indepen- 
dent ftates. He confented to treat 
with them in this capacity; and for 
himfelf, his heirs, and his fuc- 
ceffors, he relinquiflied all claims 
tothe covernment of them, to their 
propriety, and territorial rights. 
That nodifputes might arife in fu- 
ture on the fubject of the boundaries 
of thefe United States, it was de- 
clared that they fhould be ** From 
the north-weit angle of Nova 
Scotia, that angle which is formed 
by a line drawn due north, from the 
fource of St. Croix river to the high- 
lands, along the faid highlands, 
Which divide thofe rivers that empty 
themfelves into the river St. Law- 
rence, from thofe which fall into 
the Atlantic ocean, to the north 
weftern-moft head of Conneéticut 
river; thence down along the mid- 
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dle of that river to the forty-fifth 
degree of north latitude; from 
thence by a line due weft on that la- 
titude until it {trikes the river Iro- 
quois or Cateraquy ; thence along 
the middle of the faid river ite 
lake Ontario, through the middle 
of that lake, until it {trikes the com- 
munication between the faid lake, 
and lake Erie; thence along the 
middle of that communication into 
lake Erie, through the middle of 
the faid lake, until it arrives at the 
water communication between that 
lake and lake Huron; thence along 
the middle of the faid water-commu- 
nication to the lake Huron; thence 
through the middle of the faid lake 
to the water-communication between 
that lake and lake Superior ; thence 
through lake Superior northward of 
the ifles Royal and Philipeaux, to the 
Long Lake; thence through the 
middle of the faid Long Lake, and 
the water communication between it 
and the lake ot the Woods, to the 
faid lake of the Woods; thence 
through the faid lake to the moft 
north-weftern point thereof, and 
from thence on a due welt courfe to 
the river Mifliffippi; thence by a 
line to be drawn along the middle of 
the faid river Miflifippi, until it 
fall interfect the northernmott part 
of the thirty-firit degree of north la- 
titude: fouth, by a line to be drawn 
due eaft trom the determination of 
the line laft mentioned, in the lati- 
tude ct thirty-one degrees north of 
the equator, to the middle of the 
river Apalachicola, or Catahouche ; 
thence along the middle thereof, to 
its junction with the Fljnt River ; 
thence ftrait to the head of St. 
Mary’s River, and thence dowr 
along the middle of St. Mary’s 
River to the Atlantic Ocean: eatt, 
by a line to be drawn along the mid- 
dle of the river St. Croix, from its 
mouth in the bay of Fundy, to its 
fource ; 
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fource; and from its fource directly 
north to the faid highlands, which 
divide the rivers that fall inro the 
Atlantic Ocean, from thote which 
fall into the river St. Lawrence ; 
comprehending all iflands within 
mventy leagues of any part of the 
fhores of the United States, and ly- 
ing between lines to be drawn due 
cait from the points where the faid 
boundaries between Nova Scotia, 
on the one par’, and Batt Florida 
on the other, fhall refpectively touch 
the Bay of Fundy, andthe Atlantic 
Ocean ; excepting fuch iflands as 
now are, or heretotore have been 
within the limits of the faid pro- 
vince of Nova Scotia.” 

It was ftipulated that the people of 
the United States fhoald continue to 
enjoy without moleftation, the right 
to take fifth of every kind on the 
Grand Bank, and on all the other 
banks of Newfoundland ; and that 
they fhould likewife exercife and 
continue the fame privilege in the 
gulf ot St. Lawrence, and at every 
other place inthe fea, where the in- 
habitants ufed heretofore to fith. 
The inhabitants of the United 
States were likewife to have the h- 
berty to take fith of every kind on 
fuch part of the coaft of Newfound- 
land, as Brith feamen fliall refort 
to; but notto cure or dry them on 
that ifland. They were alfo to pof- 
fefs the privilege of fishing on the 
coafts, bavs, and crecks of all the 
other dominions of his Britannic 
mareily in America; andthe Ame- 
rican filhermen were permitted to 
eure and dry fifhin any of the un- 
fertled bays, harbours, and creeks 
of Nova Scotia, Magdalen Iflands, 
and Labrador. But it was agreed, 
thatafrer fuch places fhould be fet- 
tled, this rieht could not be legally 
put in practice without the confent 
ot the inhabyants and proprictors 
of the ground, ft was accorded, 
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that creditors upon either fide fhauld 
meet with no impediment inthe pro- 
fecution of their claims. It was 
contracted that the congrefs fhould 
earneitly recommend it to the legif- 
latures of the refpe&tive fates, to 
provide for the reftitution of all ef. 
tates and properties which had been 
confifcated, belonging to real Bri- 
tifh fubjects, and of the eftates and 
properties of perfons retident in dif. 
tricts in the pofleilion of his majefty’s 
arms, and who had not borne arms 
againft the United States. It was 
reiolved, that perfons of any other 
defeription thould have fice liberty 
to go to any part whatfoever, of any 
of the thirteen United States, and 
remain in it for twelve months une 
moleited in their endeavours to re- 
cover fuch of their eftates, rights, 
and properties as may not have becn 
confifeated ; and it was concerted 
that the congrefs fhould earneitly re- 
commend to the feveral ftates a re- 
vifion of all acts or laws regarding 
the premiles, fo as to render them 
perfectly confiftent, not only with 
juftice and equity, but with that 
{fpirit of conciliation, which, on 
the return of the bleflings of peace, 
fhould univerially prevail. It was 
underitood, that nofuture confifcae 
tions fhould be made, nor profecu- 
tions commenced againft any perfon, 
or body of men, on account of the 
part which he or they had taken in 
the prefent war; and that thofe who 
may be in confinement on fuch a 
charge, at the time of the ratifica- 
tion of the treaty in America, fhould 
be immediately fet at liberty. Ie 
was concluded that there fhould be 
a firm and perpetual peace, between 
his Britannic majefty and the United 
States; that all hoitilities by fea 
and hand fhould immediately ceafe ; 
and that prifoners on both fides 
fhould be fet at liberty. It was de- 
termined that his Britannic maijefty 
fhould 
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fhould expeditioufly and without 


committing deitruction of any fort, 
withdraw all his armies, garrijons, 
and fleets, from every port, place, 
and harbour of the United Srates. 
The navigation of the river Miili- 
flippi from its fource to the ocean, 
was to remain for ever free and open 
to the fubjects of Great Britain, and 
the cuizens of the United States. 
In fine, it was agreed in the event, 
that if any place or territory belong- 
ing to Great Britain, or to the 
United States, fhould be conquered 
by thearms of either before the are 
rival of the provincial articles in 
America, it fhould be rellored with- 
out compenfation or difficulty. 

It was not with equal fuccefs 
that the negociations for peace were 
carried on with Holland. Ina me- 
morial to Mr. Fitzherbert, prefent- 
ed to him at Paris, by the plenipo- 
tentaries of the States-General, in- 
timations of advantages were made 
which could not be granted. In con- 
fequence of -inftructions from his 
Britannic majefty, he replied with a 
becoming {pirit to their requifitions. 
He informed them, that as the re- 
public difcovered little inclination to 
renew thofe ties in which former 
times had bound them to Great Bri- 
tain, it was proper that they fhould 
conduct themfelves in all commercial 
affairs, which might take place be- 
tween Great Britainand them, pure- 
lyand fimply by the general principles 
of the rights of mankind ; and to this 
declaration he added, that as foon 
as the nations engaged in the pre- 
fent war, fhould begin to form thofe 
commercial arrangements, which 
the new engagements that fhall fub- 
lilt between them, will render necef- 
fury, his Britannic majefty would be 
ready to contraét with them fuch 
commercial treaties as may corref- 
ae gg the fituation of the two 
1783. 
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ftates, and with their refpeétive in- 
terefts. They were affured that the 
king of Great Britain was willing, 
from his moderation, to reftore to 
their high mightinefles, all the pof- 
feifions which had been taken from 
them by his arms, excepting Trin- 
comalé, in the ifland of Ceylon, 
with its dependencies, With re- 
gard to an indemnification of the 
lofles which the United Provinces 
had experienced during the ve 
they were told that this pretenfioh 
could not be admitted, as being 
equally repugnant to reafon and 
equity. But they were admonifhed 
at the fame time, that the king of 
GreatBritain confented, without any 
reluétance, that the divifion of 
prizes taken by his fubjects previ- 
outly to the rupture, fhould be fub- 
mitted to the courts of juftice of the 
Britifh admiralty, agreeably to the 
eltablifhed rules of nations. 

‘To thefe propofitions, the pleni- 
potentiaries of the ftates-general, ex 
preffed their diflike. They did not 
underftand what the court of Lon- 
don meant by *¢ The general princi- 

les of the rights of mankind.” If 
“ this expreffion thofe principles 
were fignified which are drawn from 
the primitive rights of nations, 
which render the navigation and 
conveyance of all kinds ot merchan- 
dize without diftinction entirely free, 
without any obftruction whatever, 
excepting warlike ftores, they were 
perfuaded that their bigh mighti- 
neflefs, would have no difficulty in 
admitting it, as the bafis of a ne- 
gociation ; and they expreffed them- 
{clves to be ready to engage in 
founding on this the definitive treaty 
of apeace, or atreaty of private 
commerce, as foon as the nations con- 
cerned in the prefent war fhould 
determine to entcr into com- 


mercial arrangements. They could 
B not 
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not reconcile the detention of Trin- 
comalé, with what was termed the 
moderation of his Britannic majef- 
ty; and it was their opinion, that 
cheir high mightineffes would not 
fubmit to authorize an article of 
that kind. As to an indemnifica- 
tion of lofles, they avoided finally 
to enter upon it till it fhould appear 
that the court of London was dif- 
pofed to approach to equitable heads 
of accommodation and alliance. 

Soon after the preliminary trea- 
ties with Franceand Spain, and the 
provifional articles with America, 
were prefented by lord Grantham 
to the houfe of lords, they were 
fubmitted to the commons by Mr. 
Secretary ‘Townfhend. Being or- 
dered by both houies to be printed, 
they were immediately founded over 
the kingdom. Different fentiments, 
as it was natural to expe¢t, were en- 
tertained of them; and prefages were 
formed of the ttability or dancer of 
the minifter, as they ttruck the ob- 
ferver with the feutiment of appro- 
bation or demerit. But before their 
ratification it was not proper that 
they fhould be formally debated in 
parliament. At length it was an- 
nounced that the ratification of the 
treaties with France and Spain had 
taken place. In this forward fiate 
of the negociations, motions were 
made in both houfes to take them 
into contidcration; and to examine 
at the fame time into the treaty 
with the United States of America. 
Feb, y-, When the preliminary 

‘* articles of peace were read 
ut the houfle of peers, lord Pembroke 
expreffed a hope that they would 
merit the approbation of their lord- 
flips ; and delivered it as his Opi- 
nion, that a gencral pacitication 
would relieve the nation from an 
intolerable load of taxes, revive 
and extend our commerce, reitore 
the mutuality of affection between 
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Great Britain and America, and ef. 
tablith tranquillity in Europe. He 
therefore moved, ** that an humble 
addrefs fhould be prefented to his 
majefty, to return him thanks for 
his condefcenfion in laying before 
them the preliminary arucles of the 
different treaties ; and to aflure him 
that they have confidered them with 
that attention which they deferve, 
To exprefs to him in the moft grate- 
ful manner their fatisfaGion for his 
having, in confequence of the 
powers entrufted to him, laid the 
foundation, by the provifional are 
ticles with the States of North Ame- 
rica, fora treaty of peace, which 
they truited would enfure perfect 
reconciliation and friendfhip between 
the two countrics. That in this 
confidence they prefumed to con- 
vey to his majefty their juft expec- 
tation that the feveral ftates of Ame- 
rica would carry into effeétual and 
fatistactory execution, thofe mea. 
fures which the congrefs is fo fo- 
lemnly bound by the treaty to ree 
commend in favour of fuch perfons 
as have fuffered for the part they 
have taken in the war, and that they 
confider thefe circumitances as the 
fureft indication of a_ returning 
friendfhip: and to acknowledge to 
his majeify their due fenfe of that 
wife and paternal regard for the hap- 
pinefs of his fubjects, which induc- 
ed him to relieve them from a 
burdenfome and expenfive war, by 
the preliminary articles of peace 
concluded between his majefty and 
the moftchriftian and catholic kings. 
To affure his majefty that they 
fhould encourage and promote every 
exertion of his fubje¢tsin Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland in the cultivation 
and improvement of thofe refources 
which might tend to the certain 
augmentation of our public ftrength, 
and that with thefe views they fhould 
mott diligently turn their attention to 


the 





a 
res 





2. * 2 4° >. ~*~ 


’& Oo 








FOREIGN 


the revifion of all our commercial 
laws, and endeavour to frame them 
upon fuch liberal principles as may 
beft extend our trade and naviga- 
tion, and proportionably increale 
his majeity’s: naval power, W hich 
can alone infure the profperity of 
his kingdoms.” 

This motion was feconded and re- 
commended by the marquis of Car- 
marthen. It met, however, with 
a very powerful oppofition. ‘The 

earl of Carlifle reprobated the ne- 
soctdiient for peace as injurious in 
the higheft degree to the interetts 
and dignity of the nation. He dif- 
puted not the prerogative of the 
crown to make peace or war; but 
he contended that our condition re- 
quired and commanded articles more 
beneficial and honourable. ‘The ex- 
hautted finances of France, the dif- 
appointment of Spain in her mighty 
attempts againft Gibraltar, and the 
fevere lofles which had been fuftain- 
ed by Holland were confiderations 
infinitely in our favour; and though 
our debts were great, the people 
were generous, Peace might in- 
deed bean object to be defired; but 
it ought to have been purfued with 
dignity, and obtained with honour. 

He confidered the treatment of 
the loyalifts as a moft wanton and 
unpardonable oppreffion, Here the 
want of policy and the contempt of 
humanity were joined together. ‘To 
facrifice men who had encountered 
the greateft hazards to preferve their 
loyalty to Great Britain was a dif- 
grace not lefs flagrant than pufillani- 
mous. It was an encouragement to 
defert loyalty and the crown in the 
day of temptation and danger; and 
it was to fofter the {pirit of mutiny 
and revolt. Norwasthis all. The 


minitters of his majefty had, through 
an extreme inaccuracy or an cgre- 
vious ignorance, drawn fuch a Tine 
of boundary between America and 
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Great Britain, as delivered Canada 
and Nova Scotia fettered into thé 
hands of the congrefs. The fortsy 
the paffes, the fittett places for the 
fur trade; all that was valuable, was 
iurrendered to ovr enemies. Our 
conceflions were made with fo heed- 
lefs a prodigality, that even the free 
navigation of the Mifliflippi, fo af- 
fectedly granted to us, was render- 
ed ufelefs and abortive. Our Indian 
allies, too, who placed a confidence 
in us, and who had been taught to 
account Great Britain as the great- 
eft kingdom in the world, were left 
to their fate; and our national faith 
was meanly expofed, not merely to 
fufpicions, but to the mott open 
and certain reproach. The tranfs 
actions of the miniilry were fo abs 
furd, fo impolitic, fo unjuit, and 
fo cruel, that no apology could be 
made for them; and it would be in 
vain to look back into our annals for 
an example for fuch an accumula. 
tion of folly and wickednefs. His 
lordihip, of confequence, moved an 
amendment; and the motion with 
that amendment was to the follow- 
ing purpofe: * to return thanks to 
his majefty for the communication 
of the preliminary articles of peaces 
and for having put a flop to the cas 
lamities of war, by a peace, which 
being concluded, we mutt confider 
as binding, and not to be infringed 
without a violation of the national 
faith, To affure his majeity that 
we feel in the ftrongeit manner, the 
obligation of affording every relief 
that can alleviate the diftreffes of 
thofe deferving fubjeAs, who have 
expofed themfelves and fortunes for 
the fupport of Great Vrirain; and, 
at the fame time, that we cannot 
help lamenting the neceffity which 
bids us fubferibe to articles, whichy 
confidering the relative fituation of 
the belligerent powers, we muft res 
gard as inadequate to our juft ex- 
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— and derogatory to the 
onour and dignity ot Great Bn- 
tain.” ; 
Lord Walfingham, after approv- 
ing of the fentiments of the earl of 
Carlifle, queftioned the right of the 
crown to difmember the empire 
without the confent of parliament: 
and lord Sackville, while he de- 
plored the fituation of the loyalifts, 
and teftified his indignation againtt 
the weaknefs of that policy which 
had abandoned them, intimated his 
opinion, that as the congrefs pof- 
feffed no legiflative authority, their 
recommendations of them, though 
fincerc, might prove ineffectual. In 
confirmation of this opinion, he ex- 
hibited an authentic paper which he 
had received from Philadelphia, 
from which it appeared that the pro- 
vince of Virginia had come to the 
following refolutions, ‘* That the 
laws of this ttate confifcating pro- 
perty held under the laws of the tor- 
mer government (which had been 
diffolved and made void) by thofe 
who have never been admitted into 
the prefent focial compact, being 
founded on legal principles, were 
ftrongly diftated by that principle of 
common juttice which demands, 
that if virtuous citizens, in defence 
of their natural and conttitutional 
rights, rifk their lite, liberty, and 
roperty on their fuccefs, the re- 
llious citizens who fide with ty- 
ranny and oppreffion, or who cloak 
themfelves under the mafk of neu- 
trality, fhould at leait hazard their 
property, and not enjoy the benefits 
procured by the labours and dan- 
gers of thofe whofe deftruction they 
wifhed. ‘That all demands and re- 
quefts of the Britith court, for the 
reititution of property confifcated by 
this tate, being neither fupported 
by law, equity, or policy, are whol- 
ly inadmitlible ; and that our dele- 
gates be inftructed to move congrefs, 
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that they may direét theis deputies, 
who fhall reprefent the ftates in the 
general congrefs for adjufting a peace 
or truce, neither toagree to any fuch 
reftitution, or fubmit that the laws 
made by any independent ftate of 
this union, be fubjected to the ad. 
judication of any power or powers 
on earth.” 

Lord Stormont fpoke for the a. 
mendment. After diverting him. 
felf with the abilities of Mr. Of. 
wald as a negociator, he contratfted 
the treatment of the loyalifls with 
the very different conduct which 
Spain had adopted in a fimilar fitu- 
ation. Great Britain ignominioufl 
made a facrifice of the moft faithful 
of her fons. But Spain, grateful 
as well asjuft, protected the loyalifts 
in the Netherlands during the reign 
ot Philip III. By the truce of 
Antwerp, and the peace of Munf- 
ter, the moft ample protection was 
given to their effects and eftates; 
and a general aé& of indemnity was 
paiied, without exception of place 
or perfon. This bafe dereliction of 
the loyalifts by the minitters of Great 
Britain was unexampled in the re- 
cords of hittory ; and there was alfo 
an inexpreflible meannefs in the des 
fertion of our Indian allies, with 
whom we had been long connetted, 
on whom we had beftowed the ap- 
pellation of the children of the 
king, and with whom we had fo- 
lemnly engaged to preferve an en- 
tire and cordial friendfhip as long as 
the woods, and the mountains, and 
the rivers fhould remain. Upon 
Mr, Ofwald he conferred the title 
of a very extraordinary geographer | 
and politician; and it appeared to | 
him, that by the boundary line a- 
greed upon by this itatefman and 
the American commiffioners, eve 
idea of reciprocity had been facri- 
ficed, and that the advantage of 
America was alone confulted. He 

exclaimed 
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exclaimed againft the conceffions on 
Newfoundland, and animadverted 
on the ceded iflands of St. Pierre 
and Miquelon, and on the furren- 
der of whatever was moft important 
in Canada. He regretted the lofs 
of the Floridas; and he protefted 
that St. Lucia was of fuch military 
confequence, that with that in our 
hands we might have ftood upon the 
uti poffidetis in the Weit Indies. 
He cenfured feverely the ceffions on 
the coat of Africa; he enlarged on 
the wild impolicy of the prodigality 
of that favour which had been 
fhown to France with regard to the 
Eaft Indies; and finally, he in- 
veighed againft the fufpenfion of the 
articles which had fo long fubfifted 
on the fubject of Dunkirk. He con- 
fidered that harbour as of the high- 
eftimportance to France. It could 
contain twenty or thirty fhips of a 
formidable fize; which in the event 
of a future war, might annoy our 
trade in its centre, and counterba- 
lance all the advantage of our local 
fituation for commerce. By per- 
mitting the French to repair Dun- 
kirk, the miniilry, he obferved, 
made the king to fay, ‘* To thew 
my good brother of France, how 
earneitly I defire his friendfhip, I 
will give him up Dunkirk for the 
conveniency of making war upon 
my loving tubjects.” 

The earl of Shelburne defended 
himfelf and his colleagues with great 
ability. He hinted at the hardihvod 
which he had fhown in entering up- 
on public affairs at a moft critical 
period ; and he fpoke of the gene- 
rous enterprize of his affociates in 
the adminiitration. He declared 
that peace was the object for which 
the nation at large had difcovered 
the moft unequivocal defire; and 
that in conducting it men profound- 
ly ikilled in trade and all that related 
to it had been anxioutly confulted. 
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The end he had in view was the ad- 
vantage of his country, and he was 

certain that he had attained it. There 

was no occafion for adminittration 

to affume a falfe brow of bravery. 

[t was eafy to overthrow unfounded 

affertions, and fpeculations which 

were built in the air. Much cen- 

fure had been thrown upon miniftry 

for the boundary they have drawn 

between the territories of the Unit- 

ed States and thofe of our fovereign 

in Canada. Yet in this they had 

been directed by views which could 

not be oppofed without the moft 

manifeft abfurdity. ‘The exports of 
this country to Canada were one 

hundred and forty thoufand pounds, 

and the imports were not more than 

fifty thoufand pounds. Now it 

ought not to be contended that fifty 

thoufand pounds a year was a futh- 

cient object to induce the continua 

tion of a war, of which the people 

of England, by their reprefentatives, 

had declared the moft pofitive ab- 

horrence. But in fact, the trade to 

Canada was not given up: it was 

only divided ; and in fuch a way, as 

to prove beneficial to Great Britain, 

Monopolies are at all times odious, 

and whatever can conduce to rivale 
fhip, advances the fpirit of traffic. 

It was alfo obfervable, that the beft 

refources of trade in Canada lie to 

the northward. For though bea- 

vers are to be found in all thofe 

countries of North America which 
are fituated between the thirticth 
and the fixtieth degrees of latitude, 
yet their clothing is much thicker, 
and the animalsthemfelves more nu- 
merous in the northern than in the 
fouthern climes. 

The retention of the forts which 
lie on the fouth of the Britith boun- 
dary, his lordfhip remarked, would 
have been a violation of the right 
principles of prudence and policy. 
For to have preferved them as 
B3 places 
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places of firength againft the Ame- 
ricans, would have laid the founda- 
tion of new ruptures. Nor would 
this meafure have been adequate to 
its object, For it was not poflible 
that thefe forts could have been de- 
fended again{t the power of Ame- 
rica; and theexpences of maintaining 
the garrifons would have been enor- 
mous, The dereliction of Penobicot 
might indeed be flated as a lofs to 
Great Britain, as depriving it of a 
territory of fu erlative advantage in 
fupplying matts for the navy. But 
this objection could not be urged 
with any degree of propriety. Yor 
that country was altogether ex- 
hautted of timber; infomuch that 
there was not a tree Iett in it which 
could be employed as a matt of any 
confiderable fize. Nor was Great 
Britain in want of plentiful refources 
to fupply mats for her navy. 

The neceility which there was for 
obtaining a permanent peace by the 
fp) ellion of any ground of jealouty 

nd contention, juitified the Canada 
boundaries ; and they were not leis 
firongly fupported by that liberal 
prineipic which had begun to ex 
tend itfe!f over Europe, and which 
was cager to break the oppreflive 
chains of monopoly. It was al- 
lowed that’) monopolies were al- 
ways unwile + and tt there was a na- 
tion upon earth which ought to re- 
jeet them, it was England Situated 
as we are, we ought to covet no- 
thing fo cirnettly as a tree trade. 
Our real intere{t and honour con- 
fifted in it: and no happier policy 
could be adopt d than to extend by 
pegociation a liberal and enlarged 
plin of commerce. We had acted 
upon thefe principles with rerard to 
Jreland ; and why fhould we not be 
equally liberal in our trapfaétions 
with America? ‘The cafes were {i- 
milar; and while the one was com- 
Minded, it was the extremity of 


folly to rail againft the other. But 
in fact, the apparent generofity 
which had been fhown to the Unit. 
ed States was oeconomy to ourfelves, 
The province of Canada was ever 
mott coftly to government. For fix 
years and four months its expences 
had amounted to five millions five 
hundred and nineteen pounds. Now 
it was obvious that all the iD ports 
and the exports of the trade of that 
couatry could have no affinity or 
correfpondence to this immenfe fum, 

It was made an objection to the 
negociations with the Americans, 
that they were allowed to fifh on the 
banks of Newfoundland, and in all 
the bays and crecks and coatts of his 
majelly” s dominions in America, 
But it had becn very properly urged 
by the American commifhoners, that 
the refufal tothem of this right of 
fifhing would be a manifeftation of 
hoitile intentions, and would pres 
clude every hope of a reconciliation, 
Befides, the fithery lay 1 in their part 
of the ocean; and it was in reali ity 
impuifible to ‘exclude them trom it 
by any kind of reftriftions. No en- 
deavours could poflibly have been 
fuceels ful in prev enting them from 
it; and if it had been pollible to 

make them renounce this claim, the 
perpetual violation of this compact 
would have proved an endlefs {pring 
of animofity and contention. But 
farther, there are two feafons for the 
tifhery of Newfoundland. The firtt 
cominences in February, aud the 
latt in May or June. ‘The firft 
feafon is not foimportant; bucfuch 
as itis, it muft bel; ng exch tfively 
to the Americans. For no fhips 
from Englind or France can take 
their ftations there fo earlv in the 
year. It is a privilege which the 
Americans pottefs from the vicinity 
of their coait. It is an advantage 
which nature has given them; and 
to attempt to overthrow it would 
not 
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not only be unjuft, but impracticable. 
With refpect to the fecond, or prin- 
cipal fithery, the Americans have 
obtained little but what they former- 
lyenjoyed. They have always fith- 
edon the banks, and they have re- 
forted to the harbours of Labrador 
for curing their fifh. ‘The only ad- 
vantage they are intitled to by the 
treaty is the right of fifling on the 
fhores of Newfoundland; and it is 
known that even this privilege has 
been frequently exercifed by them. 
Nor indeed was it poffible to have 
denied this liberty to them, without 
indicating the moft rooted hottility 
tothem; and for a liberty of fo lit- 
tle importance to Great Britain, it 
would have been moft ridiculous to 
have facrificed all our hopes of the 
benefits to be derived from the 
friendfhip of the Americans. 

There was one article which his 
lordflip could not but confider as a 
matter of the greateit regret and 
commiferation. His feelings for the 
loyalifts were as pungent as thofe of 
their warmeft admirers. The ne- 
ceflity of fubmitting them to the 
difcretion of their enemies was moft 
unhappy. ‘There was but one an- 
{wer to be given to this particular ; 
and that anfwer alone included the 
principle that could reconcile the 
meafure to his bleeding heart. A 
part mult be wounded, that the whole 
empire might not perifh. If better 
terms could have Been procured, he 
would have embraced them with the 
greateit cordiality. He would have 
dafhed from him the bitter cup 
which the adverfities of his country 
held out to him, if peace had not 
been abfolutely neceflary, if it had 
not been called for with an unani- 
mity and vigour that could not be 
relifted. No arts of addrefs or ne- 


gociation were neglected. But the 
American commiffioners had no’ in- 
{tructions to proceed farther than 
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they did: and it was in the power 
of congrefs to do no more than to 
recommend ftrongly the loyalifls to 
pity and favour, Every ftate in 
America is fupreme, and includes 
within itfelf the legiflative and ju- 
dicial powers. Its jurifdiction there- 
fore, with regard to its own fub- 
jects, is not liable to controul. Ie 
determines by its own laws, it 
judges by its own authority, and 
from its decifion there can be made 
no appeal. By the mode, there. 
fore, of interference or recommen. 
dation alone can the congrels act ; 
and furely much may be trufted to 
their wifdom, moderation, and hon- 
our, But, if after all, the loyalitts 
fhould not bereceived and cherifhed 
in the bofom of their own country, it 
is evident that Great Britain, pene- 
trated with gratitude for their fer- 
vices, and warm with the feelings 
of humanity, would afford them aa 
afylum; and it would doubrlefs be 
wifer to confole them for their loffes, 
than to ruin the nation by a re- 
newal or prolongation of the cala- 
mities of war. Without the watte 
of blood, and with a trifling ex. 
pence, the loyalifts might be ren- 
dered eafy and comfortable. Po- 
licy di¢tated, with regard to Ame- 
rica, that we fhould not be direéted 
by flight and temporary confidera- 
tions; but that we fhould be go- 
verned by the view of obtaining real 
and lafting advantages. It was our 
bufinefs to guard againft the poffibi- 
lity of future refentments ; and to 
lay the foundations of an affection 
and unity which would terminate in 
a grand commercial intercourfe, and 
in acommunication of mutual great- 
nefs and felicity which might en- 
dure for ages to come. 

With regard to the ceffion to the 
king of Spain of Eatt Florida, and 
the permiffion allowed to him of 
retaining the poffeflion of Weit 
B4 Florida, 
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rida, thofe articles were certainly to 
be defended on fubftantial grounds. 
The right of conqueit had given 
Weft Florida to the Spanifh moe 
march; and the furrender of Eait 
Florida was the unavoidable confe- 
quence of the miftaken and ruinous 
policy of thofe men who had brought 
the nation under the miferable ne- 
ceflity of treating with its enemies 
on terms very diferent from what it 
could formerly have commanded. 
Yet for thefe conceflions an actual 
compenfation had been made by the 
reftoration of the iflands of Provi- 
dence and the Bahamas. It fhould 
likewife be confidered, that the ex- 

ence of maintaining Eait and Wett 

lorida had been exceffive. For 
three years the charges for Eaft 
Florida amounted to three hundred 
and fixty eight thoufand pounds ; 
and the expences of Weft Florida 
for the fame period arofe to amuch 
higher fum. It was at the fame time 
proper to remember, that the im- 
"yohe and exports of thefe provinces 

ore no proportion to the burden of 
their maintenance. ‘Their derelic- 
tion, of confequence, conferred not 
On Spain fo great an emolument as 
might be fuppofed; and it was ob- 
vious to obferve, that if they had 
actually continued in our pofleffion, 
they might have turned out to be a 
fource of future contefts, from acol- 
lifion of events which might bave 
interrupted the tranquillity of the 
—_— and the Americans. 

y the articles with France alte- 
rations take place concerning the 
filhery of Newfoundland ; but thefe 
alterations inftead of being hoftile ta 
Great Britain are favourable to it. 
The French king renounces the right 
ot fifhing from Cape Bonavifta ta 
Cape St, John, sical’ an ex- 
tention of that privilege on the wef- 
tern fide of the ifland of Newfound- 
fand, By this stipulation the French 
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are confined toa certain fpot; and 
an end is put to the difputes which 
exifted before, and were a matter 
of endlefs inquietude. The eaftern 
and the fouth-eaftern coait is left to 
the free and full enjoyment of the 
Englifh; and here the filh are not 
only the largeft, but in the greatett 
abundance. The cure of them too 
is much eafier than in the Streights 
of Bellcifle, where the fogs are 
more prevalent. By the teitimony 
of every officer who has ferved at 
Newfoundland, one league of coatt 
between Cape Bonavifta and St, 
John is worth ten on the weftern 
fide; and thus, while the ftipula. 
tion is for our advantage, an encou- 
ragement is given to our national 
fpirit and induftry. 

To object to the furrender of St. 
Pierre and Miquelon was to give 
way to mere faction, or the peevith- 
neis of complaint. For they are 
conceffions of no fort of confequence. 
The harbour of St. Pierre is fmall, 
and cannot receive men of war, The 
road may admit fhips of force, but 
the bottom is rocky and unfafe. 
Miquelon has a road at the north of 
the ifland; but it is a ftation of no 
advantage. Veflels there are open 
tothe eaflerly winds, and expofed 
to the attacks of an enemy. It is 
of no fervice to fortify thefe iflands. 
It has been faid indeed that thefe 
iflands, if fortified, would command 
the entrance into the Gulf of St. 
Laurence. But this affertion is evi- 
dently ill founded; and it might 
be urged with greater truth, that 
Breft commands the entrance into 
Plymouth. 

It was vain in the laft degree to 
object to the ftipulations with regard 
to the Weft Indies. In exchange 
tor St. Lucia, which our arms had 
captured from France, it has res 
flored to us fix of the feven iflands 
it bad taken from us, and retained 
only 
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only that of Tobago. — The atility 
of Jubago has been infifted upon 
with a zeal that is intemperate, Its 
cotton is good ; but that commodity 
is not peculiar to it, and may be 

rocured from other quarters of the 
world. ‘The ifland is not health- 
ful; from its fituation it is not cae 
pable of an ealy defence ; and nei- 
ther its exports nor its imports are 
of high ettimation. 

Senegal had belonged originally 
to the French; and having regain- 
ed it by conqueft, it was natural for 
them to infift upon retaining it. The 
point of honour might likewife in- 
duce them to urge the ceffion of 
Goree, as that ifland had alfo once 
been their property. But neither 
Senegal nor Goice were pofleffions 
of confequence or value. Their 
commerce was inconfiderable ; and 
from their unhealthfulnefs they were 
the grave of our countrymen. On 
the other hand, the poffeffion of the 
river Gambia, which was guar- 
ranteed to Great Britain by the king 
ot France, might lead to profpects 
of benefit, as it was navigable for 
feveral hundred miles, and near the 
Gold Coat. The African trade 
was alfo ftill open to the Englifh; 
and it was not to be conceived but 
that they would carry it on with 
emolument and profit. 

The ftipulations which relate to 
the Eait Indies reit on grounds which 
are folid. It was neceflary to re- 
{tore to France Pondicherry as well 
as Karicall; to allow it to enter 
again into the poffeffion of Mahee 
and of the comptoir at Surat; and 
to give it the liberty of furrounding 
Chandernagor with a ditch. In 
juttification of thefe ftipulations it is 
fufficient to appeal to the unwilling- 
nefs of Great Britain to continue the 
War; to its inability to afford its 
expence; andto the diftracted ftate 
of the Britith dominions in the Eaft. 








HISTORY. as 
Hyder Ally had been, able to range 


the Carnatic, and to commit humi- 
liating and cruel devatkations, The 
poffetlions of the Eait India Com- 
pany were expofed to the greatett 
hazard ; and their finances both at 
home and abroad were fo miferable 
and reduced, that no event but peace 
could recover to us our afcendancy 
in Afia. In fuch a fituation it was 
not poffible to procure terms of ac- 
commodation more honourable. 

To inveigh againtt the article a- 
bout Dunkirk, 1s to indulge in wil- 
tul mifreprefentatron. The con- 
ceffions concerning it were a proof 
of our difpofition to reconciliation 
and friendfhip. The conftraints 
with regard to this harbour were of 
no advantage to us; and were dif- 
graceful to France. To remove 
them was accordingly to deftroy an 
unhappy caufe of dilcontent and ha- 
tred which had long fubfifted be- 
tween two powerful kingdoms. It 
isa wild exaggeration, too, to im- 
pute any high confequence to Dun- 
kirk as aport. Itlies neara fhoaly 
part of the Channel: it cannot re- 
ceive fhips of a large fize: and it 
can never be a rendezvous for fqua- 
drons. It may indeed be a nef 
for pirates; but thefe can iffue 
from other ports. Nor fhould it be 
forgotten, that while this port can 
atchieve no material injury to us in 
the time of war, it may operate 
greatly to our advantage in time of 
peace, as it is well fitted for carry- 
ing on the Englifh and Irifh trade 
to the Low Countries; a branch of 
commerce which is acknowledged to 
be of high value. 

To all thefe reafonings, it may be 
added, that at the period when the 
pacific negociations were fet on foot, 
this countrywas atthe extremity of dif- 
trefs. The general cry was for peace. 
The objeét of the war was at an 
end. ‘The independence of America 
had 
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had been recognized by parliament. 
The confederacy formed aguinit us 
was decidedly fuperior to every ex- 
ertion of ours. ertais were mott 
exorbitant; our debts were fo e- 
normous that, funded and unfund- 
ed, they amounted to two hundred 
and forty-feven millions three hun- 
dred and twenty thoufand nine 
hundred and twenty-one pounds ; 
ovr commerce was falling daily, and 
afforded an ominous profpect of ap- 
proaching poverty and ruin; our 
army was miferably reduced; and 
our navy was in a condition fo humi- 
liating, that of thips of the line it 
covld boaft only of ninety-nine 
which were fit for fervice, while to 
thefe there could be oppofed by 
France, Spain, and Holland, a fleet 
of nearly one hundred and fifty. 
Peace was abfolutely necetlary tor 
our very exiftence as a nation. The 
beft terms of accommodation had 
been procured ; and they could on- 


ly be oppofed or decried by pride, 
ignorance, and faction. 

Lord Loughborough thought very 
differently trom the earl of Shel- 


burne. It might be difiicult to af- 
certain the relative abilities of the 
powers at war to continue the con- 
weft; but he was certain that the 
condition of the country was fo for- 
midable that we were under no ne- 
eeffity of accepting the conditions 
which our enemies chofe to hold out 
tous. Thearticles under confider- 
ation could not fo properly be deno- 
minated a treaty as a capitulation, 
When two contending nations were 
delirous to detift from hoflilities, it 
was ufual that fome point fhould be 
fixcd as the bafis of the intended 
treaty ; their actual ftate as to pof- 
fefhons and fortune at the time of 
negociation ; their condition at the 
commencement of the war; or their 
fituation at fome particular period. 
Ideas of this hind, however, had 
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been neglected altogether; and not- 
wirhftanding all our loffes, our ene- 
mies mutt have been humbled if our 
negociators had even acted upon the 
principle of uti pofidetis. It feemed 
that they were more anxtuus to con- 
fult the benefit of our adverfaries 
than ourown. ‘The bafis of the pa- 
cification appeared to be to fecure 
France againtt thofe infults to which 
fhe had fubmitted in former trea. 
ties. In Europe fhe was to be re- 
lieved from the reftraint of a com- 
miflary at Dunkirk, and was to be 
permitted to fortify a harbour which 
might controul England in the ver 
Channel, expofe her to be attacked 
in the mouth of the Thames, and 
infult and injure her trade. Was the 
anxiety of former minifters on the 
fubjeét of Dunkirk an idle appre- 
henfion or a frivolous care? Was it 
a trick to flatter the people with an 
imaginary confequence ? This, in- 
deed, the noble lord at the head of 
the treafury might think. But it 
would not eafily be believed that the 
abilities of his lordfhip were fupe- 
rior to thofe of the illuftrious ftatef- 
men who had created the reftraints 
in queftion, and who had continued 
them down for above a century. 
But this was not the only concef- 
fion that was made to France. The 
prohibition againft fortifying St. 
Pierre and Miquelon was removed. 
Variations were made in the fifhery 
in Newfoundland and the adjacent 
iilands; and thefe too were uni- 
formly favourable to France. The 
propofal for varying the limits had 
evidently proceeded from the court 
of France; and it was not to be 
fancied that it would choofe the 
wortt ttations, Nor was this all. 
For while the Britith fifhery was di- 
minifhed, the fur trade was entirely 
renounced, and the country given 
away which produced it. In ftating 
the lofs.and profit of that province, 
at 
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3¢ was fair to obferve, that the charge 
was in a great degree to be placed to 
the account of the war, Upon a 
peace, the profits mutt have rifen to 
a great amount. To juttify the 
cellion of Canada by a declamation 
againtt monopolies was alfo impro- 
per. The queition had no concern 
whatever with the cenfure of mono- 
polies. We had a monopoly of the 
tur trade in the fame way that every 
country has a monopoly of its pro- 
duce. But it fhould be remarked 
that iron, wine, or wood, in what- 
ever country they abound, are fold 
by thofe who poflefs them, as own- 
ers or proprietors, and not as mono- 
polis. The fur trade was ours, 
becaufe we were the proprictors of 
the country which fupplied it. ‘To 
furtender this trade to the Ameri- 
cans is not the making it free or 
open. Itis to conter upon them the 
noit potitive advantage. Accord- 
ing to this itrange way of reafon- 
ing, we fhould be faid to open the 
coal trade, if we fhould give up our 
coal mines to a foreign tlate. The 
new maxims of trade to which the 
noble lord alluded in terms of ex- 
travagant praife were vilionary and 
romantic. Our ancient and plain 
maxims of commerce had raifed this 
country to a very high pitch of 
greatnefs, and it did not become us 
to alter them. 

In the Eatt Indies the principle 
of protecting France againtt the 1n- 
fults of former treaties was alfo fol- 
lowed with the moft abifurd prodi- 
gality. She had loft all her fertle- 
ments in Afia; and thefe are given 
back to her again. ‘Ihis reftora- 
tion was humihating to us in pro- 
portion as it was glorious to them, 
Pondicherry was not only given 
back; but to render it the more ac- 
ceptable, a large territory was made 
to accompany it. A free, an inde- 


pendent, and what is more alarm- 
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ing, an undefined trade in this quar- 
ter of the world was prefented to 
France; and, in cffect, it had ob. 
tained the liberty of furroundi 
Chandenagor with a fortification, 
For what interpretation but this can 
be affigned to the article conferring 
the privilege of furrounding that 
place with a ditch? During the lat 
peace the French had made what 
they called a ditch in this tation, 
But when general Campbell infpeét- 
ed it, he without helitation pro- 
nounced it to be a fortification. Ie 
was accordingly deftroyed by the 
fervants of the Katt India company. 
Now the liberty to reftore this ditch, 
to fpeak of it in the flighteit degree 
of blame, is a fource that mutt en- 
danger contention and difturbance; 
and it is to be dreaded that Chan- 
denagor may be improved into a 
moft formidable poft. 

The folly of our negociators was 
every where prominent. The ar- 
ticle which introduces the French 
into every negociation with the 
country powers of India may be 
confidered as a continuation of the 
war, It gives them allies in every 
part of India; and it advances them 
into fomething like a rivalfhip with 
the Englith tor a conneéction with 
the country powers, whom they 
may engage in meafures where hav- 
ing nothing to apprehend they ma 
be deluded into high hopes of acqui- 
fition. By this fingular article, too, 
it is ftipulated that hoftilities are to 
ceafe in India four months after a 
notification, which France may yive 
or neglect, as is moft confiftent with 
its interefts and inclination. 

In Atrica our trade was furren- 
dered to France by the ceffion of 
Senegal and Goree. The miniftry 
might have learned from the nego 
ciations for the laft peace, that 
France was decidedly clear that the 
gum trade could not poflibly = 
wita- 
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without the poffeffion of one of thefe 
places. It was upon this principle 
fuggelted by France, and admitted 
by us, that they were then divided, 
and that England and France were 
fecured refpectively in a participa- 
tion of the trade. But now that 
they are united, the trade is exclu- 
fively in the power of France, It is 
weak to argue that the value of the 

um trade is not great. Or fome 
importance it mutt undoubtedly be ; 
and the miniftry fhould have re- 
ficcted that the want of it mutt de- 
firoy altogether two noble branches 
of manufacture, that of the printed 
linens, and that of the filks and 
gauzes. ‘This want mutt be expe- 
rienced by us in the event of a new 
war; and during peace the price of 
the commodity muft be adjuiled by 
France. 

But while France has been fo 
much indebted to our negociators, 
they have alfo been proud to confer 
their benefits upon Spain. The cef- 
fion of Eaft Florida to the Spanith 
monarch is an extravagance for 
which it is impoffible to find even 
the thadow ofa pretence, ‘The con- 
dition of that power had nothing in 
it either to dazzle or to ternfy ; 
nor was it to be accounted for on 
any principle of folid politics, that 
fhe fhould be bribed to a treaty of 
peace by the addition of fo import- 
ant a fettlement to all the other ac- 
quifitions which fhe had been per- 
mitted to retain. 

The moft unworthy however of 
all the negociations tor peace was 
the provifional articles. It might be 
neceflary indeed to give up its in- 
dependency to America. But the 
grounds and contents of the treat 
are perhaps unparalleled in the hil- 
tory of mankind. The preamble 
affects to ftate that convenience and 
advantage are the only foundation 
of peace and friendfhip among com. 


munities. It overlooks the prin 
ciples of juftice, the laws of nations, 
and the faith of compacts. The 
treaty is of a piece with its pre. 
amble. It pretends to arrange 
matters on the principles of recipro. 
city. But what is wonderful, it 
gives every thing to America, and 
fecures nothing to Great Britain, 
Under the pretext of making a 
boundary, it grants to America an 
immenfe tract of country, full of 
tribes who were our allies, and un. 
der our protection; and for fo va. 
luable a transfer it makes no return, 
It extends the coaft of America be- 

ond its ancient limits, and includes 
in it a part of the land and the har- 
bours of Nova Scotia. 

The facrifice of the loyalifts, 
which was made in the provifional 
articles, his lordfhip regarded as an 
object of the greateft execration, 
It was pleaded in its defence, that 
the American commiffioners were 
reftricved in their powers, and that 
congrefs could only recommend the 
loyalitts to mercy, But did there 
exift a controlling neceffity to treat 
with perfons whofe powers were in- 
complete? And was it impoffible to 
fecure better terms to the loyalifts ? 
No fuch neceffity exifted ; and it 
was in our power to have procured 
articles far more beneficial. Our 
“ge | force was very great, and 
in no danger of being vanquithed ; 
and even in the loweft ebb of dif- 
trefs, we ought not to have fub- 
fcribed to terms fo fervile and bafe, 
that they muft blaft for ever our 
national glory. Francis I. when 
conquered and a captive, wrote to 
his fubjets that every thing was 
loft but his honour and theirs. 
b hay i felt his magnanimity ; and 
the {pirit of this fentiment prefers 
ed his kingdom, and re-eftablithed 
his fortune. Amidit all the hofti- 
lity entertained againft us by F _— 
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and Spain, we might upon an occa- 
fion like this have relied on their 
generofity. They would have ref- 
pected the caufe of humanity; and 
if their affiftance had been afked, it 
would have been interpofed in the 
fervice of men whom we have de- 
ferted and betrayed. Perfonal ha- 
tred and revenge were never car- 
ried farther than in Ireland atter the 
abdication of James II. ; yet in the 
articles of Limerick, though only 
ftipulations for the furrender of a 
town, there was not the fmallett dif- 
ficulty in admitting the moft fa- 
vourable engagements for the Ro- 
man Catholics who had aéed a- 
gainft king William. The records 
of ancient and modern ftory might 
be turned over in vain to find any 
inftance of fo perfidious and fhame- 
ful a defertion of men who had put 
every thing that was dear to them to 
hazard from areliance on our fince- 
rity and faith. The cruelty of their 
treatment, while it is in itfelf ex- 
ceflive, was even embittered by a 
refinement of cruelty, for which no 
language has any epithet that is pro- 
per. They are allowed the fpace 
ef one year to folicit their perte- 
cutors for that mercy which their 
friends refufed ; they are defired to 
beg their bread of thofe by whom 
they have been {tripped of their pro- 
perty; and folicitations are pre- 
terred to them to kifs the hands 
which are tained with the blood of 
their fathers and brothers, and to 
repurchafe poffeflions which they 
have no money to pay for. 

The lord chancellor fpoke on the 
other fide of the queftion. He 
meant not, he faid, to give way to 
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vague declamation and oratorial 
flourifhes. ‘The fathionable logic 
which delighted in words was ra- 
ther calculated to confound what 
was plain, than to unravel what 
was intricate. The matter under 
difcution was not difficult. It was 
whether they fhould agree to ap- 
proach the throne fairly and ho- 
neitly with an addrefs of thanks for 
the peace; or whether they fhould 
go to itinfidioufly, with an addrefs 
of thanks for a peace, which they 
condemned. ‘The fimple recital of 
this bufinefs was a proof of the ab- 
furdity cf the queition under de- 
bate. It was highly wild to thank 
his majefty for what they difap- 
proved ; to tender to him their ap- 
probation for concluding a peace 
which they declared to be inadeq vate 
to their juit expectations, inconfift- 
ent with the relative fituation of the 
belligerent powers, and derogatory 
to the honour and dignity of the 
empire. It the amendment on the 
original motion were divetted of the 
impoting art of drefs and language 
it would immediately fhow its de- 
formity. It was inconfiftent with 
the dignity of the crown and of the 
peers. The latter ought not to ad- 
mit itas part of the addrefs, and it 
became not the crown to receive it. 
It the king’s miniiters deferved cen- 
fure, it ought to be inflicted openly, 
and not in an indirect manner. Jo 
the one conduct he obferved, 
there was meannefs; but in the 
other there was manlinefs and great- 
nefs of mind. At length the houfe 
divided, and the addrefs was car- 
ried by a majority of 72 to sg. 
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Motion in the Houft of Commons, by Mr. T. Pitt, for an Add refs of Thanks 
on the Peace. An Amendment on this Motion is propofca by Lord John 
Cavendij>. Aa Addition to the Amendment is moved by Lora North, 


Confequent Debates. The Divifion is carried againft the Minifrry. 


N addrefs of thanks to the 
king, in terms refembling that 
ot the houfe of lords, was moved tor 
in the commons by Mr. 'T. Pitt, 
and feconded by Mr. Wilberiorce. 
In the two houies there neceffanily 
prevailed a fimilarity of reafoning ; 
but it is proper to detail the pro- 
ceedings of both on a tubject fo im- 
rtant as the negociations tor a 
peace. The matter, however, which 
was thrown out in the houfe of peers 
fall be as little touched upon as 
poiible; and thus, upon the whole, 
the argument of the contending par- 
tics ia parliament will appear in a 
form the more perfe& and con- 
cife. 

Mr. T. Pitt and Mr. Wilber- 
force exerted themtelves to demon- 
ftrate, that at this juncture, peace 
was eflentially neceflary for the 
falvation of the country. They 
ftated the 1mmenfe fums which had 
been lavifhed away ina mad anda 
calamitous ware They deferibed 
the abject condition of our finances ; 
infifted on the fuperior power of the 
confederacy in oppofition to us; 
and reminded the houfe that we 
were without an ally. It was right 
to dittinguifh between force and the 
refources without which it could not 
be upheld. Our feamen were brave 
and ovr navy numerous; but could 
any ufe be made of either when we 
had no money to maintain them? 
Force might be termed the body and 
materials of the machine; but 
money was the {pring that alone 
could fet itin motion. <A continu- 
ation of the war was the moit certain 

w 


ruin. It was peace only that could 
fave us, by recovering our refour- 
ces, and by reitoring our commerce, 
Peace accordingly had been obtain. 
ed on the beft terms which could be 
negociated; and it promifed to be 
permanent. 

Lord John Cavendith declared 
that he was fond of peace; but that 
the queftion was nor will you have 
this peace, or continue the war? 
The real queftion was, under our 
prefent circumitances, could a bet- 
ter peace have been obtained ? 
‘This topic did not admit of an eafy 
anfwor, and called for a ferious de. 
liberation. ‘The whole of the evi- 
dence neceflary to be weighed in de- 
liberating upon a point of this kind 
was not actually produced, The 
negociations with the Dutch were 
{till uncertain. It was proper, 
thereiore, to paufe a little, and to 
hefitate. He propofed, according- 
ly, that to the addrefs for thanking 
his majefty for laying before the 
houfe the articles of the different 
treaties which he had concluded, 
there fhould be annexed the follow. 
ing words: ‘* His faithful com- 
mons will proceed to confider of the 
treaties with that ferious and faithful 
attention which a fubject of fuch 
importance tothe prefent and tu- 
ture interefts of his majefty’s do- 
minions deferves. Vhat in the 
mean time they entertain the fullett 
confidence in his majeity’s paternal 
care that he will concert with his 
parliament fuch meafures as may 
be expedient for extending the coms 
merce of his majeity’s fubjects. 
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That whatever may be the fenti- 
ments of his faithtul commons on 
this inveftigation of the terms of 
pacification, they beg leave to al- 
{ure his majefty of their firm and 
unalterable refolution to adhere in- 
violably to the feveral articles for 
which the public faith is pledged, 
and to maintain the bleflings of 
peace, fo neceflary to bis majetty’s 
{ubjects and the general happinets 
of mankind.” 

This amendment was approved 
and feconded by Mr. St John. 
Lord North affirmed that during the 
whole courfe of the thirty years in 
which he had ferved his country, 
he never rofe under fuch uneatinefs 
and anxiety. It was not his de- 
fire to give embarraffinent to 
government; but he could not ap- 
prove of a peace to which he faw fo 
many ferious and folid grounds of 
objection. The conduct of the mi- 
niftry furprifed him. For them 
furely it was fufficient that their 
peace fhould not be oppofed ; but it 
feems they wanted approbation and 
applaufe. It would have become 
them to have imitated the example 
of that wife and upright minifter 
who concluded the peace of Aix la 
Chapelle ; a peace that terminated a 
war which, like the prefent, had 
been unfuccefsful, That honeft 
{tatef(man, confcious of the rectitude 
of his intentions, and looking down 
alike upon adulation and cenfure, 
contented himfelf with a fimple pre- 
fentation of it to the houfe. ** I have 
laid the treaty before you, faid he, 
canvas the articles, twit them, 
weigh them; do what you pleafe 
with them: if they are attacked it 
is my butinefs to defend them; but 
I have nothing to move upon them 
mytelf.”” Such he expected would 


have been the conduct of the pre- 
fent minifters ; and in that cafe he 
Would have been glad to have pre- 
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ferved a profound filence. But the 
addiefs called for a vote of approba- 
tion, and he had no fuch vote to 
give upon fuch an occalion, It 
confidered the peace as meritorious 
and beneficial ; but it was deftruc- 
tive and difhonourable. He withed 
not, however, to fet negociations 
afide which had been conducted un- 
der the fanctionof the prerogative, nor 
to put thofe who advifed them under 
the peril of punishment. His objec- 
tions notwithitanding to the treatics 
were fo ftrong that they could not be 
furmounted. The articles with the 
houle of Bourbon were not adjulted 
upon the principle of uti potlidetis 5 
and in the provifional treaty the 
equity and reciprocity fo much 
boatted of, were words without any 
proper meaning; all the advantages 
and profit being obviouily on the 
fide of the Americans. He ap- 
proved the amendment of lord John 
Cavenditfh; but conceived that 
fomething was wanting to make it 
periect. It ought, in his opinion, 
to have paid fome attention to the 
condition of the loyalifts. He de- 
plored infinitely the hard fate of 
thefe unhappy men. But while his 
pity was extended to them all, it 
was awakened more keenly tor thofe 
among them who had drawn the 
{word in the caufe of Great Britain. 
Bound by their oaths of allegiance, 
called upon by the Britith parlia- 
ment, encouraged by the — 
mations of our generals, and allur- 
ed by national affurances of fecu- 
rity, they had fought for their coun- 
try, and were abandoned to the ma- 
lice of their enemies. He afked if 
all the furrenders we had made in 
America; if the furrender of Charles- 
town, of New York, of Rhode 
Iiland, of Penebfcot, could not 
purchafe fecurity for thefe merito- 
rious perfons. He could not be- 
lieve that congrefs, who were une 
able 
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able to raife one farthing to carry 
on the war, could be immoveable in 
a matter of this fort; and if indeed 
they were fofteeled againtt humanity, 
itis obvious, that, if our negocia- 
tors had ftood out, France and Spain, 
who had gained fo much, would 
have compelled America to have 
fhown her kindnefs in a cafe of this 
kind. While he would vote for the 
amendment, he was therefore de- 
firous to make the following addition 
to it, refpecting the loyalitts. ** And 
bis majefty’s faithful commons feel 
that it would be fuperfluous to ex- 
prefs to him the regard due from 
the nation to every defcription ot 
men, who, with the rifque of their 
lives, and the facrifice of their pro- 
rties, have diftinguifhed their loy- 
alty and fidelity during a long and 
calamitous war.”” This amendment 
was feconded by general Smith. 

Mr. Powys was {trenuous for the 
addrefs, and declared his fatistac- 
tion with the peace in the moft un- 
equivocal manner, He difavowed 
all perfonal and intereited motives ; 
and while he gloried that the firft 
lord of the treafury had broken the 
confederacy in arms again{t this 
country, he confeffed that he had 
no great predeliction for his cha- 
racter. He thought that this was 
the age of itrange contederacies. 
The world had feen great and arbi- 
trary defpots ttand forth the pro- 
tectorsot an infant republic. France 
and Spain had combined to eftablith 
the rifing liberties of America; and 
what was wondertul, the houfe of 
commons now furveyed the coun- 
terpart of this picture. A mon- 
ftrous coalition had been made be- 
tween a noble lord, and an illuf- 
trious commoner. ‘The lofty afler- 
tor ef the prerogative had joined in 
alliance with the worfhipper ot the 
majeity of the people, 
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The lord advocate exclaimed a. 
gainit the amendment, and againg 
the addition made to it by lord 
North; and from the coalition 
formed between the latter and Mr, 
Fox he judged that they would be 
both againit the original motion, 
He exprefied the utmott furprize 
that men whofe political views had 
been fo diametrically oppofite fhould 
ever have united; nor did he fee 
how they could coniittently, upon 
the prefent occation, give their votes 
upon the fame fide, and reprobate 
the pacific negociations of the mi- 
nifter. The former had declared in 
an carly period of the teilion that a 
peace was defirable ; and the latter 
had urged pertinacioufly the necef- 
fity of it, and had even written a 
oublic letter on the fubjeét of a trea- 
ty with Holland. He had even af 
ferted that to his knowledge peace 
could be obtained, and that much 
as he difliked a certain noble lord, 
he would even confent to negociate 
for him, to aétas his clerk, and to 
conclude a treaty. What had been 
the noble lord’s anfwer ? The noble 
lord replied, that ** he would not 
employ a negociator whom he could 
not truft.”) This offer and this ree 
jection were memorable; yet men 
fo entirely hottile a tew months ago 
had united, and were about to vote 
againtt the prefent addrefs. 

After attacking the coalition, his 
lordfhip defended the treaties. He 
faid that if a peace had not been ob- 
tained, our poffeflions in the Eat 
Indies muft have been lott for ever; 
as that madman, governor Hatt: 
ings had thrown every thing into 
hazard by undertaking the Maratta 
war. The articles of the provition- 
al treaty with the United States he 
extolled as the leaft likely to create | 
future uneafinefs. He admired the 
commercial ftipulations in it, that 
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ereditors on either fide fhould meet 
no impediment in the recovery of 
their juft claims, He was perfuad- 
ed that, with regard to the loyalitts, 
the miniftry had done every thing 
within the compafs of their power, 
He called upon the houfe to recol- 
lect that Mr. Fox had once faid that 
he had a peace in his pocket. He did 
not know what might be the articles 
of that peace; but he was fure that 
the work of the miniitry would, on 
a comparifon, be found to be far 
more mafterly. 

Mr. Sheridan remarked the re 
flexions which had been thrown out 
acainit the coalition of lord North 
and Mr. Fox; and pointed out as 
fomething more fingular, the inti- 
mate alliance which had been form- 
ed between the lord advocate, the 
mott pledged fupporter of the high 
prerogative of the crown, and Mr. 
Pitt, the leader of the popular ad- 
vocates for a parliamentary reform. 
He doubred not the convenience of 
the principles of the learned lords 
They could perpetually fluctuate 
with his intereft. It mattered not 
to him whether he was to advance 
the prerogative, or to aét to its 
overthrow. In thefe oppofite lines 
of conduct he could preferve his 
con{iftency. For his uniform obje& 
was himfelf. 

To apply, continued Mr. Sheri- 
dan, hypothetical notions relative 
tothe conduct of Mr, Fox on the 
fubjeét of a peace was unfair; and 
to draw inferences from fuch an ap- 
plication was prepofterous. ‘There 
Was a proper and manly method of 
acting which might be reforted to. 
The correfpondence and inftruétions 
to Mr. Grenville while at Paris were 
full extant, and might be confulted. 
Such a confultation. however, would 
not redound to the honour of the 
Prefent minifiry, as it would unfold 
the _ of making a peace very dif. 
B7° 3. 
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ferent from the articles colicluded 
upon. Jt would fhow that Mr, For 
never meant to make a fingle con- 
ceffion to the infolent ambition of 
the houfe of Bourbon. 

Mr. Sheridan touched upoti the 
unreafonablencfs of being called to 
approve a peace, in which the ne- 
gociations were not fully produceds 
For no terms with Hollend, which 
Was a principal party in the confe- 
deracy, had yet made their appear- 
ance; and what could be conjectur- 
ed with regard to them, when the 
articles of accominodation with the 
other powers were fo wildly unjutt 
and improper, it was not difficult 
to forefee. ‘The miniftry were the 
enemies of theircountry. Their tran 
actions were an infult on the fpirit of 
a free people; and an ignominious 
capitulation of the ylory and inte- 
reits of a powerful kingdem, 

Sir Henry Fletcher confined him- 
felf toan examination of the articies 
of peace concerning the Eaft Indies. 
He affirmed that the Eatt lndia ecom- 
pany were by no means averfe from 
facilitating the peace. ‘To the com- 
pany the cefiation of hoflilinies, was 
a defirable object. He objected not 
to the reftoration of Chandenagot 
and the French fetrlements in Ben- 
gal; becaufe the more extentively 
that trade was encouraged in that 
country, the more advantage wauld 
refult to the Eaft India company, 
who were in the poffeifion of the ter- 
ritorial revenues. But he confetted 
that he would gladly have feen this 
article of the treaty under a guarded 
and anxious form of expteflions [€ 
ought definitively to have been de- 
clared that no fortifications were to 
be erected at Chandenagor, and 
that no troops farther than were ne- 
ceffary for police fhould be received 
into it. But he at the fame time 
acknowledged, that when he took 
into confideration the ftate of the 
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company at Bengal, he did not fee 
any danger from the article in quef- 
tion as it now ftood, With retpect 
to the ditch with which Chandena- 
gor was to be furrounded, it was 
underftood to be a drain; and it 
would furely be a itrange overlight 
if that fhould be permitted to grow 
into a fortification. 

As to the free and independent 
trade given to the French in India, 
Sir Henry Fletcher did not perceive 
that any danger could arife from the 
indefinite language in which it was 
beftowed. For it certainly ought 
to be interpreted to be fuch as the 
French had carried on during the 
lait peace ; and what that was could 
be afcertained without any difficulty 
by the records of the company. 

Neither did he object to the re- 
floration of Pondicherry and Kari- 
cal; and as to the additional dif- 
tricts to be ceded with them they 
belonged not to the company, but 
to native princes of India. The 
ceffion of thefe places was not con- 
fiderable, and would be eafily pro- 
cured by the good offices of the 
company. As to Mahe and the 
comptoir at Surat, they were refto- 
rations of {till inferior confequence; 
the former being a garrifon in the 
territories of Hyder Ally; and the 
latter a mere trading houfe in the 
city of Surat. 

Mr. Fox now rofe, and pointed 
out the peculiar delicacy of his firu- 
ation. He was fuppoted to be ac- 
tuated by motives ot perfonal ani- 
mohity, and to be hoflile to the peace 
from principles of envy, of jea- 
loufy, and ofambition. ‘Thefe ob- 
jections, however, did not apply 
to him; and thofe who knew him 
beft would be ever ready to contra- 
dict them. As for the opinion of 
men who greedily embraced every 
prejudice that was circulated to his 


cifadvantage, and who were happy 


in {wallowing the calumnies whick 
were propagated againft him, it was 
a matter of indifference to hirf, Ir 
was triumphantly urged againg 
him, that he had expreffed an in. 
clination for peace. He had fo; 
but his inclination was never di- 
rected to a peace like the prefent, 
The miniftry had the audacity to 
boaft of their negociations ; and yet 
the peace they had produced was 
more calamitous, more dreadful, 
and more ruinous than even war 
could be. Ir gave a fatal wound to 
the firength, the credit, and the 
commerce of the nation. If this 
was the intention of the noble lord 
at the head of the treafury he had 
fucceeded to a miracle. But he 
could not poflibly impute to him fo 
much wickednets. He had other 
views. He might think that his fi- 
tuation depended upon peace; and 
that this was the beft method to fix 
himfelf in a ftation which he had 
not attained by the ‘faireft means, 
and in which he was not fupported 
by the firmeft bottom. In thefe 
expcctations, however, his lordhip 
had deceived himfelf. He had pur- 
fued his object with a narrow po- 
licy ; and the peace he had con- 
cluded, initead of being profperous 
to him, would hatten his degrada. 
tion. 

To the objection againft Mr. Fox 
by the lord advocate, that he had 
talked of having a peace in his 


pocket, it was aniwered by him ex | 


plicitly, that he had never ufed fuch 
languages He acknowledged that 
he had averred that there were per 
fons in this country who were ei 
powered by congrefs to treat of 
peace with America; and he could 
prove his affertion. ‘The fact was 


not known to him alone. The per | 


fons he alluded to had actually made 


applications to the duke of Riche | 


mond, to lord Keppel, and to lord 
Joha 
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Téhn Cavendith. The authority of 
fuch men was not to be trifled with ; 
and while the learned lord fported 
wantonly with a fact which could 
not be confuted, he had yiten way 
to the audacity of calling upon hin 
to produce the peace he had project- 
ed. His clamour was loud and tri- 
volous. The peace he had alluded 
to fo injudicioufly was in office, and 
at the command of the cabinet mi- 
niftry of the crown. It was teady 
for production; and a very flight 
obfervation would demonftrate that 
it was framed on principles effen- 
tially different from thofe of the 
prefent negociations. He was not 
capable of adviling his fovetcign to 
fubmit to articles to difgraceful and 
humiliating. 

He had been accufed of having 
formed an union with a noble lord 
whofe principles he had oppofed for 
feveral years of his life. But the 
grounds of their oppofition were re- 
moved, and he did not cohccive it 
to be honourable to keep up animo- 
fities forever. He was happy at all 
times to have a proper opportunity 
to bury his refentments; and it was 
the with of his heart that his triend- 
fhips fhould never die. ‘The Ame- 
tican war was the fource ct his dif- 
agreement with the noble lord; and 
that caufe of enmity being now no 
more, it was wife and fit to put an 
end to the ill will, the animofity, 
the rancour, and the feuds which it 
envendered. It was a fatisfaction 
to him to apply the appellation of 
friend to the noble lerd. He had 
found him honourable as an enemy ; 
and he had no doubt of his opennefs 
and finterity as a friend. It was 
not in an intercourfe with fiich a 
perfon that he was to difcover the 
tricks, the flratagems, and the fub- 
tertuges which he had experienced 
in others, Candour and honour 
Were principles of unfon and confi. 
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dence ; but paltry nianceuvres and 
endlefs habits of fufpicion lead to 
dittraction and variance, and de- 
grade alike the politician and the 
man. 

The learned lord who had im- 
prudently been fo lavith of his 
charges, had once been the obedi- 
ent friend of the noble perfon in the 
blue ribband; and with what view 
had he deferted him? He had for- 
merly approved his fyitem when it 
was calamitous and unjuft; and 
did he now, from a fpirit of fyftem, 
avoid him when his line of conduct 
was more meritorious ? The max- 
ims adopted by the learned lord were 
not unknown; and no virtuous 
ftatefman could pottibly approve of 
them. ‘They taught him to fubmit 
to perpetual variations of his fenti- 
nents; and to go decidedly into the 
views of minitters whatever they 
might be. 

It was remarked by Mr. Fox, 
that he meant not to conceal the 
part he had a¢ted with Holland. 
His letter was public ; and his fenti- 
ments could not be mifunderftood. 
The Dutch having been plunged in- 
toa war without a ferious caufe, 
it was his opinion, that they might 
have been withdrawn from it by li- 
beral offers of peace. But. tince 
thefe offers were rejected, and they 
had behaved with haughtirefs, 4 
new fituation was produced ; and they 
ought to be punifhed for their info- 
lence. They had forfeifed every 
title to favour; and as we had loft 
greatly by the war, it would have 
been right to have provided a re- 
compence to us in the pofleflion of 
Trincomale and other objects. A 
rumour had goné forth that this 
claim was to be abandoricd; and if 
it was, there would nothing be 
wanting to renderthe prefent peace 
the moft difatirous and humiliating 
that had ever difgraced any country. 
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Our condition, of late, had been 
improved: our navy was increafed : 
we had a commanding force in the 
Weft Indies: the American war, 
the mill-ffone that hung upon our 
necks, was gone; and victories of 
the moft brilliant kind had recover- 
ed to our nation its natural high 
tone of thinking and acting. In the 
moment when we might indulge in 
fair expectation and hope, we were 
about to be ruined by the impolicy 
and imprudence of ftavefmen, who 
poffeifed no talents for negociation. 
In the ardour to conclude pacific 
negociations, it would feem that fa- 
crifices the moft improper were to be 
made. Every thing was to be done 
on the principle of conceflion, There 
were no reciprocal flipulations, Our 
ecilions were infinite ; the ttab given 
to our commerce was decp and fa- 
tal ; and our glory was tarpifhed in 
a manner the moft difgraceful and 
obnoxious. 

Mr. chancellor Pitt defended the 
fhotion for an addrefs ; and remark- 
ed that the clamours againit the 
peace were noily in proportion to 
their injuftice. ft was natural that 
men who complained without caufe 
fhould endeavour to be confiderable 
by the intemperance of their lan- 
guage. The refolutions of the houfe 
of commons had bound miniiters to 
recognize the independency of Ame- 
rica; and this obligation took away 
from them the ground of advantage 

fa negociating, Vet in the prefene 
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peace there was no conceffion fo de. 
rading as the language which had 
se employed in a certain letter to 
the Dutch. The cry was then for 
peace for a year, of fora day. Nor 
had the flate of things changed f 
completely as that what was defirable 
then fhould not now be an object of 
importance and acquifition, But, 
indeed, the right honourable gentle. 
man, who had been fo kind to the 
Dutch, was no Jonger in any high 
place. This was a material alterae 
tion, and might account for his bee 
haviour at that time, and in the 
prefent hour. He conceived that 
from the relative fituation of the 
belligerent powers, their flrength, 
their refources, their wants, their 
objects, and their profpedcts, it was 
indifpenfubly neceflary that we 
fliould have peace; and to him it 
appeared that the terms procured 
were fair and advantageous. He 
endeavoured to defend the articles | 
concerning the Canadian bound. 
aries, the fifhery of Newfoundland, 
the ceffion of the Floridas, and the 
abandonment of the loyalifts. And 
he hoped that all unreafonable and 
invidious fchemes of oppofition 
would be dropped in a feafon when 
they might prove fo deftructive to 
the nation, | 
Some farther debate took place; 

and when the houfe divided the mi 
niltry were defeated ; there appear 
ing for the amendment a majority 
of 224 to 208. 
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Navy Papers. Confideration of the 
ropofed by Lord John Cavendifp, 
carried by Oppofttion. 


HE defeat of the minifter in 

the houfe of commons, on 
the fubject of the addreis to the 
throne, was atopic of univeral con- 
verfation; and was confidered as a 
prognottic of his approaching fall. 
It wad of fuch a nature that it was 
neceflary to he followed up by fome 
other proceeding. It was immedi- 
atcly perceived that this meafure 
would be a public notification of the 
impropriety of the peace; and, as 
reparatory to this flep, captain 
Luttrell called for the produdtion of 
fome official papers refpeéting the 
navy. Upon his motion it was or- 
dered by the commons that there 
fliould be laid before them: ** 1. An 
account of all his majefty’s ips and 
vellels of war that were in ordinary 
or harbour fervicc, on the 21ft day 
of March 1782, in the ports of 
Portfmouth, Plymouth, Chatham, 
or Sheernefs. 2. An account of 
the flate and condition of the fhips 
and veflels of war employed in home 
fervice, ayreeably to the laft weekly 
ftatements preceding the 2ift day of 
March 1782. 3. An account of 
the condition of the fhips and vef- 
icls of war on foreign fervice, and 
on the coaft of Scotland and Ire- 
land, according to the laft accounts 
received at the Admiralty from the 
commanders in chief on the feveral 
{tations abroad, or from the fenior 
officer of any fquadion of king’s 
fhips on forcign ftations, and on the 
coafts of Scotland or Ireland, ac- 
cording to the weckly returns of the 
neareft date to the 21 ft of March, 
1782, And 4. Copies of the cor- 
Fe!pondence between the fenior offi- 
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Peace. Refolutions with regard to it 
Debates upon them. Tie Divifion is 


cer of his majefly’s fhips in the Bay 
of Honduras, and the merchant 
traders, inhabitants, and Indian 
chiets, between the month of Sep- 
tember 1779, and the month of Ja- 
nuary following, as the fame were 
tran{mitted by Sir Peter Parker to 
the board of Admiralty.” 

The commons, foon af- Feb 
tcr this order was made, *°"* #*° 
were called upon by lord John Caven- 
dith to beftow their attention upon 
the fpirit and tendency of the peace. 
He obferved to them, that an opi- 
nion had been founded abroad that 
the majority. for the ainendment on 
the addrefs of thanks to the throne 
had actually voted againft the peace. 
It was obvious, however, from the 
language of the amendment, that no 
idea of this kind was ever entertain- 
ed; and it was natural to conclude 
that this report had arifen from mo- 
tives of faction. It was proper 
therefore to contradit it; and with 
this view he had framed one of the 
refolutions which he now held in his 
hand. It was his clear opinion, 
that the relative fituation of affairs 
of this country, and of the bellige- 
rent powers was a foundation which 
would fupport him in affirming, that 
the peace wus inadequate to what 
we were entitled to expe&. The 
three treaties were difgraced by 
conceffions which we could have re- 
fifted, and to which no confent 
fhould ever have been given. We 
had the dominion of the feas in the 
Weft Indiez and America. The re- 
lief of Gibraltar was a demonftra- 
tion that we were able not only to 
defend our coafts and protect our 
© 3 trace, 









































trade, but that we could meet the 
united fleets of France and Spain. 
It is true that our finances were ina 
reduced ftate. But the finances of 
our enemics were at leaft in a ficua- 
tion equally if not more alarming. 
Ourfuperiority inevery quarterot the 
globe ought to have induced the mj- 
niftry to have fhewn greater price and 
fpirit in their negociations. He had 
drawn five refolutions, which were of 
the following import, ** 1. That in 
confideration of the public faith, 
which ought to be preferved inviol- 
able, his faithful commons will fup- 
port his majefly inrendering firm and 
permanent the peace to be concluded 
definitively in confequence of the pro- 
vifional treaty, and the preliminary 
articles, 2. That, in concurrence with 
his majeity’s paternal regard for his 
people, they will employ theirbeiten- 
deavours to improve the bleffings of 
peace to the advantage ot his crown 
and fubjects. 3. That his majeity, 
in acknowledging the independence 
of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the powers veiled in him 
by the act of the laft {etlion of par- 
liament * to enable his majefty to 
conclude a peace, or truce, with 
certain colonies in North America,” 
has acted as the circumftances of af- 
fairs indifputably required, and in 
conformity to the fenfe of parlia- 
ment. 4. i hat theconceflions made 
to the adverfanies ot Great Britain 
by the provifional treaty and _preli- 
minary articles, are greater than 
they were entitled to, either from 
the actual fituation of their re{pective 
polleffions, or from their compara- 
tive ftreneth. And ¢. That they 
would take the cafe ot the loyalitts 
into confideration, and adminifter 
fuc) relief as their condu& and ne- 
cefity fhould be found to merit.” 
His lordihip obferved, that inftead 
of directly putting thele refolutiong, 
it had been once his intention to 
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have moved for papers to afford the 
fulleft information relative to the 
treaties, and to have fuggetted a very 
minute inveftigation into them, Bug, 
on a reconfideration of the matter, 
it appeared that the notoricty of our 
condition, both at home and abroad, 
previouily to the figning of the trea. 
ties, joined to the explicitnels of the 
treatics themfelves, were fufficieng 
and warrantable authorities for the 
refolutions he had ventured to pro- 
ofe. But he acknowledged that 
& would willingly poftpone his re- 
folutions if the minifters had an 
deiire to throw farther light upon 
the treaties, by the production of 
papers, or thought that they could 
by this method evince that the cons 
ceflions they had made to the adver. 
faries of Great Britain were un- 
avoidable, and ftrictly adequate to 
its fituation. 

Mr. St. John feconded his lord- 
fhip, and was flrenpous in his cen- 
fures of the peace. Mr. fecretary 
Townfhend rofe to fupport govern. 
inent; and while he allowed that 
lord John Cavendith was a perfon of 
the greateft candour, he confeffed 
that the idea had gone abroad that 
the peace was abandoned and repro- 
bated by parliament. He confider- 
ed this idea as of a dangerous ten- 
dency; and was apprchentive lef 
it fhould circulate in foreign coun- 
trics, and diiturb the future pro- 
grefs of the negociations. He was 
forry that a noble lord, whofe cha- 
racter he admired, had_ propofed 
the refolutions he had heard. But 
as it was his intention to give as lit- 
tle trouble as poflible to the houfe, 
he would obferve, that it was not 
his meaning to oppofe the firit, the 
fecond, or the third refolutions. But 
he would own that he was hoftile to 
the fourth, becaufe it conveyed 3 
direct cenfure upon minifters, vilt- 
fied the peace, and would offend the 
| foreign 
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foreign powers, who were parties to 
it. ‘Lhe fitth refolution he afhrmed 
was alfo infinitely difagreeable to 
him, ashe forefaw many pernicious 
confequences that would flow trom 
it, The alarm it would give to the 
congrefs would undoubtedly be 
attended with the dettruction of the 
recommendations it was pledged to 
beftow in favour of the loyalitts. 
Thefe unhappy men would find that 
it would infute a new bitternefs into 
their condition, For that while it 
was eafy if general to excite the jea- 
loufies and fufpicions of contracting 
communities, it would be {till more 
fo with regard to the United States 
of America, from the novelty of 
their fituation, and their confequent 
inexperience in the conducting of 
treaties and negociations. 

To the houfe it clearly appeared 
that the firft and fecond refolutions 
were founded in the ftri¢teit pro- 
priety. Accordingly, they were 
refpectively put, and carried with- 
out the oppofition of one diffenting 
voice. Upon the third Sir William 
Dolben anxioufly expreffed his 
doubts as to the powers vetted in 
his majeity for granting independ- 
ence to America. He defired to 
know whether the independence of 
America and its alienation from 
Great Britain had taken place from 
the prerogative royal, by ftatute, or 
in confequence of the act of the laft 
feffion, of which it was the objeét 
to facilitate a ceffation of hoftilities 
with America. He could not con- 
ceive that the king had any title by 
his prerogative to give away any of 
the dominions of Great Britain ; 
and he had never heard of any ita- 
tute which had invefted him with 
fo foaring aprivilege. As to the act 
ot the lait feffion he had confidered 
it with an extreme attention ; and he 
could not difcover the flighteft trace 
at any delegation to the crown that 
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could juftify it co make the grant of 
independency to America. It was 
the purpofe of the act to confer an 
authority upon the king to fufpend 
certain ftatutes in the view of con- 
cluding a peace ; but it invefted him 
with no title to abdicate the fove- 
reignty of America, or to make a 
furrender of any portion of his do- 
minions. 

Mr. Wallace contended that the 
power in queftion was undoubtedly 
conferred by the act alluded to. The 
act had in view two objects; a 
peace, ora truce. The power of 
repeal with regard to certain atts of 
parliament had a reference to the 
former; and the power of fufpenfion 
correfponded with the latter, The 
idea of making a peace or a truce 
with any people carries with it by 
implication, that the people with 
whom the peace or truce is made is 
a fovereign people. For a@ king 
cannot negociate a peace or a truce 
with his fubjects. Now the act in 
queftion was exprefly an act to en- 
able his majefty to make a peace or 
a truce with America. Its title 
therefore was even an evidence that 
its object was to yrant independence 
toit. But on what reality of foun- 
dation could anv doubt on this fub- 
ject be entertained, fince the aét in 
the body of it gave a power to the 
king to recognize the independency 
of America, any law, ftatute, mat- 
ter, or thing to the contrary, not- 
with{tinding. 

The third refolution, afrer fome 
farther debate being carried, lord 
John Cavendifh moved his fourth 
refolution, which conveyed fo point- 
ed a cenfure againit the conceffions 
made by miniiters to the enemies of 
Great Britain. In this motion he 
was ftrongly oppofed by Mr. Powys. 
This member declared that it was 
with the moft painful feeling that 
he was about to teltify his difappro- 
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bation of the conduct or a noble 
lord, whofe candour he admired, 
aud whofe principles he revered. 
it had been his expectation, that a 
motion would have been made tor 
the houle to refolve 1 itfelf into a 
committee to take into ferious feru- 
tiny and deliberation the provifional 
wud preliminary treatics. ‘To urge 
pon a former occafion that the trea- 
tics had not Leen duly confidered, 
and to prets now fora centure upon 
the peace, appeared to him to be 
meaiures contradictory to good {enfe 
aud reaton. The houfe was not 
riper now than at had been a few 
days before to pronounce deciledly 
upon the merit of the pegociations ; 
and would it pr a tO Aa WwiecwiuUsre 
f,boki, without having beiore it 
ali the proper papers and vouchers, 
which were neceilary to direct ity 
judgcunent ? 


He by no meins approved of 


many articles of the peace. But 
taking its advantages and difudvan- 
tages together, he was fure that the 
minifiers who had made it delerved 
thanks, ‘They hod broken a con- 
tederucy which had nearly roined 
us, 1 here were reafons tvapprehend 
that the retolutions of the houfe 
TI, ! rhe hake the poace. The idea 
tight reach the continent that pariice 
thent Was hoilile to it. Our encinies 
might Keep u ip an armed neutrality ; 
and in that cafe the war ellab lifht- 
ments mutt be upheld. An im. 
inente expence would thus necef- 
durtly be incurred by us, It was his 
wiih chat lovely courts knew as 
well as it was anderitood here, that 
ihe pretent contentions had not in 
view the interruption of the peace, 
but the overthrow of tae m aiden 
It was a matter of little concern that 
the firit lord of the treafury thould 
it ain in office. But it Was au We 
gretto him to obferve that a moft 
Wanatural coalition had been enter- 
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ed into to overfet him. Tt was pot 
fible that fome alloy might be ufe. 
tul to make the political coin dur. 
able for currency ; but a care oughe 
to prevail not to deb ale it entirely, 
He approved the pring: iple of virtue 
which had {hone torth in a tormer 
adminifiration; and he could nor 
bear to fee its luilre tarnithed by a 
connection which ought of all others 
to have been avoided with the mog 
ferupulous anxiety. 

Lord John Cavendifh advifed his 
honourable friend not to eormit his 
wit to outrun his judgment; and 
sfiured him that he would have va- 
lued his compliments more, if they 
had been lefs-accompanied with far. 
calms againft a certaim coalition, 
His lordthip begged that gentlemen 
would recollect the agitated {late of 
pardesin the year 1757, At that 
period one adminiftration fucceeded 
rapidly to another; and in a feafon 
molt urgent and critical the country 
might be faid co have been without 
# government for nearly eight 
months, In this emergency men of 
all parties perceived the neceility of 
uniting, ‘lhe falvation and pro 
Iper ity ot the country were cileeme 
ed principles more honourable than 
the felfiflinefs of ta¢tion. Private 
animofities were laid atide; and out 
at a variety ot partics an adminte 
{tration was feleéted which carried 
the national glory to its hig heit 
pitch. ‘The prefent juncture of af 
fairs called for fuch an union. It 
was only by the concurring eflorts 
of eminent and able men that Great 
Briain w 4s now tO reeover her 
greatnefs. ‘The coalition, fo inju 
niaully reprobated, gave him the 
mort extrcme pleafure. Ir had n 
view the gl ory of the nation 3 and 
it pofletical the — to i romote 
it, He extolled in a hi gr Gegree 
the talents of the ve rfons w hs facrie 
ficed their refentinents for the uti 
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lity of their country ; and while he 
remarked with 1 gard to one of 
them, that though the flate ot his 
fortune made the attainment of high 
fruation as defirable to him as his 
fuperior and brilliant abilities quali 
fed him for it, his difintereticdnefs 
was yet fo determined that he had 
abandoned place and power, and 
every thing that his ambiuon could 
covet, rather than act with dupli- 
city. As to the articles of the peace, 
which fome members were difpofed 
to approve upon the whole, he would 
venture to fay, that no good and in- 
tcilivent citizen could be found, 
who would lay bis hand upon his 
heart and ferioully pronounce that 
it was fuch a one as under the rela- 
tive circumflances of Great Britain 
and her enemies, ought to have 
been concluded, 

Mr. Fox argued, that a cenfure 
of the peace did not imply a ditpo- 
{ition to continue the war; and he 
recalled to the attention of the houfe 
that one ot the refolutions which 
had been moved exprefled their re- 
folute determination to fupport pa- 
cilic meafures. The prefent itruggles 
were termed, moft improperly, a 
contett for power, lor it Was fuf- 
ficiently known that the noble lord 
who had broueht forward the refo- 
lution which pretled upon the mi- 
milicr, Was not ot a forward and am- 
binous nature, Tle was rather prone 
to avoid official employment than to 
court it. But it indeed no refolu- 
tion of this kind had been thought 
at, it Was impoflible to have fereen- 
ed the minifter from difyrace. For 
the articles of the treaties could not 
failto be extenfively read; and it 
was impotiible to mifapprehend 
ihem, 

‘The abufe thrown upon the co- 
alition of parties which had taken 
place was not only mean but ab- 
furd. ‘lo defcend into perionalities 
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was at all times odious; but to in- 
dulye them to the difadvantage of 
men who had united to preferve the 
conttitution of their country, was a 
folecifn of which the wildnefs was 
prodigious. An individual who was 
inclined to be directed more by bis 
own temerity and dictates than the 
maxims of public virtue or the ne- 
celities of the flate, had invaded the 
reins of government; and there ne- 
ver was a junclure that of confe- 
quence called more loudly for co- 
alitione. ‘The ilate being about to 
languith in debility, it was necef- 
fary to recover it to its ancient tone 
and vigour. He had made no con- 
nections of which he was afhamed. 
The principles of his frends were 
the prop which fora long time patt 
had repretled the falling glory of the 
nation. ‘To their virtues he had 
furrendered his private opinions and 
inclinations ; and their abilities 
claimed his admiration. ‘Their 
friendfhip flattered his pride, and 
was a guard to preferve him againit 
rafhnefs and temptation. 

That his conduét had loft him 
the approbation and concurrence of 
fome gentlemen with whom he had 
formerly acted, was a circumttance 
which impretled moft fenfibly his 
feclinys. But while he had ex- 
amined with a rigorous feverity the 
tenor of his actions, he could find 
no fubje¢ét of blame; and for the 
painful lofs he had experienced in 
his friendfhips, he mutt find a con- 
folation in the purity and confitten- 
cy of his intentions. His condutt 
alfo was fufliciently juftified by the 
example of others, who had retired 
from an adminittration which had 
no principles of ftlability and con- 
nection to fupport it with honour to 
itfelf, and welfare to the people, 
But while he abandoned a ftation 
where he could not continue with- 
out duplicity, he was ready toavow 
3 that 
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that he was defirous of mounting to 
an eminence which might flatter his 
ambition, promote his convenience, 
and enable him to exert himfelf in 
the fervice of his country. Nor on 
this account could he be cenfured 
tor prefumption, when he compar- 
ed himfelf with fome individuals, 
whofe pretenfions to confequence 
were clamorous. And when he con- 
fidered his own conduct when in of- 
fice, he was induced to believe that 
he would hardly be fufpected of va- 
nity if he fhould hold him{clt out as 
a candidate for an important ftation 
in the new arrangements, which 
the imprudence, impolicy, and ne- 
glect of the fir(t lord of the trea- 
fury had rendered a matter of indif- 
penfable necethty. 

‘To contend, as fome have done, 
that the flate of our navy was in- 
adequate to the continuance of the 
war, and to found on this affertion 
an argument for the peace, was chi- 
merical, It had never been dil- 
patched upon a fervice to which it 
was inadequate. ‘There was not a 
meafure offenfive or defenfive to 
which it had not been competent. 
Facts and circumttances notorious 
and indifputable were againtt the af- 
fertion. ‘The number and condition 
of our fhips were againtt it. Nor 
would lord Keppel have refigned his 
place, becaute he difapproved of the 
peace, if he had been confcious of 
our naval inability tor war. If he 
had been fentible that the condition 
of our navy was inadequate to the 
relative fervice of war, he would 
have approved the peace; becautle 
he mutt have feen that the prolon- 
gation ot the war would have de- 
ttroyed his country. 

lt might indeed be impoffible to 
have fubdued America; and no 
doubt it was our error to have com. 
menced a war which was as ridicue 
lous qn its object as it was unjuit in 
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its principle. But America being 
deftitute of refources gave us an ad. 
vantage when confidered relatively, 
as fhe was in alliance with France 
and Spain. For if hoftilities had 
been continued we might have with- 
drawn our troops from Amcerica, 
and have directed our entire force 
againft France and Spain. In this 
cafe what glory might we have ex. 
pected to gain! and what had been 
the triumph of our arms if we had 
been wile enough to have confined 
ourfelves to the objeé& of a naval 
war! Wewere ina fituation where 
able negociators might have obtain- 
ed the moft permanent advantages 
to our ifland. 

There are two principles of ne. 
gociation ; the one is that of wi pof- 
fidetis; the other that of reciprocal 
and gencral reflitution. Reciprocal 
and yvencral reflitution gives the di- 
rection to a treaty of peace when 
the contending powers have reafons 
equally urgent for terminating the 
war. It is then their intereft to re- 
ftore mutually to each other what 
they have loft, But the principle of 
uti pofidetis governs a negociation 
when one of the belligerent powers 
isthe conqueror. It is fit that the 
inferior ftate fhould fubmit to the 
lofs of their pofleffions ; for want- 
ing power they affume not the pre- 
tence of demanding reititution. Now 
in the prefent negociation we have 
all the difhonour of the uti pofidetis, 
were it againft us, and all the dif- 
advantages of partial not reciprocal 
reititution. Our adverfaries might 
have found in the character of the 
minifter an advantage for negociat- 
ing which exilted not in the itate of 
our affairs. ‘They muft have been 
fenfible that he had not the fupport 
and confidence which are neceflary 
to invigorate the arm of war. ‘They 
mutt have known that he was con- 
{cious of his tottering fituation ; “. 
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with their ufual penetration they 
fejzed the happy hour in making 
their demands, and effecting our con- 
cefhons and humiliation. 

To dwell upon our conceffions 
was moft painful, The enumera- 
tion of them had been often made, 
and gave rife to reflections of the 
deepeit anguith. The idea of di- 
minifhing our honour and greatnels, 
at an hour when it was practicable 
to have increafed, or at leaftto have 
preferved them, cannot be accept- 
able to men of integrity and pa- 
triotifm. Is there an individual in 
this houfe that would give his un- 
biafled fupport to the minifter ? The 
fyilem of government fhattered to 
picces mult be brought back to its 
natural tone of powerful exertion, 
The obnoxious part of the prefent 
minifiry muit be removed. By this 
means alone the loft confidence of 
the people is to be regained: and 
let it never be forgotten, that itis the 
confidence of the people that oils all 
the f{prings of government, The 
great interefts of the nation muft be 
placed upon a bafis which can fup- 
portthem. It is by a coalition of 
parties that this bafis is to be form- 
ed. Private refentments mutt give 
way to public unanimity; and ge- 
neral and ftrenuous efforts muft be 
made for the falvation of our coun- 
try. 

Mr. Pitt delivered fentiments of 
which the tendency and_ purpofe 
were very different. After deplor- 
ing the incontiflencies of party vio- 
lence, he allowed that the relative 
tivength and refources of the refpec- 
tive powers at war were the ftan- 
card by which the merits of the 
peace ought to be tried, and upon 
this ftandard he was ready to prove 
that the peace was the beft that 
could be obtained. It was in vain 
to boatt of the ftrength of our navy, 
We had not more than one hyndred 
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fail of the line. But the fleet of 


France and Spain amounted nearly 
to one hundred and forty fhips of 
the line. A deftination of feventy- 
two fhips of the line was to have 
acted againft Jamaica. Admiral 
Vigot had only forty-fix fail to fup- 
port it; and it was a favourite max- 
1m of many members of this houfe, 
that defenfive war mutt terminate in 
certain ruin, It was not poffible 
that admiral Pigot could have aéted 
offenfively againit the iflands of the 
enemy. For lord Rodney, whea 
flufhed with victory, did not dare 
toattack them. Would admiral Pi- 
got have recovered by arms what 
the minifters have reyvained by ne- 
gociation 2? With a fuperior fleet 
againit him, and in its fight, is itto 
be conceived that he could have re- 
taken Grenada, Dominica, Se 
Chriftophers, Nevis, and Mont- 
ferrat ? On the contrary, is ‘it not 
more than probable that the cam- 
paign in the Wett Indies muft have 
terminated in the lofs of Jamaica ? 
In the Eaft ic was true that the 
fervices of Sir Edward Hughes had 
been highly extolled. But he could 
only be commended for a merely 
detenfive refiftance. Victory feem- 
ed to be out of the quettion ; and he 
had not been able to prevent the 
difembarkation of a powerful Euro- 
pean armament which had joined 
itfelf to Hyder Ally, and threaten- 
ed the defolation of the Carnatic. 
At home and in our own feas the 
ficets of the enemy would have been 
nearly double to ours. We might 
have feized the intervals of their 
cruize, and paraded the Channel 
fot a few weeks. But that parade 
would have only ferved to difgrace 
us. It was yet the only atchieve- 
ment in our power. For to have 
hazarded an engagement, would 
have been equivalent to a furrender 
of the kingdom. 
Neither, 
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Neither, in his opinion, was the 
ftate of our army to be contidered 
as formidable. New levies.could 
not be raifed in a depopulated coun- 
try. We might fend upon an offen- 
five fcheme five or fix thoufand men ; 
and what expedciation could be ex- 
cited by a force of this kind? To 
have withdrawn troops from Ame- 
rica was a critical game. ‘There 
were no tranfports in which they 
might be embarked ; and if it had 
been poffible to embark them, in 
what miraculous manner were they 
to be protected againft the fleets of 
the encmy ? 

As to our finances they were me- 
Jancholy, and hardly exhibited one 
ray of comfort. Let the immenfe 
extent of our debts be weighed; let 
our refources be confidered ; and let 
us then afk, what would have been 
the confequence of the protraction 
of the war? It would have endan- 
gered the bankruptcy of public faith ; 
and this bankruptcy, it is obvious, 
at it had come upon us, might have 
diffolved all the ries of government, 
and in its convullions have operated 
to the general ruin. 

There was an indecent levity in 
the manner in which the condemna- 
tion of the peace was pronounced, 
To accept it, or to continue the 
war, was the only alternative in the 
power of minifiers. Such was the 
ultimatum ot France. There was 
a tine when we could have dictated 
to the proudeft of our enemies. But 
that wera ts pafled ; and the funmit 
of glory, of which we could once 
vaunt, 1s now but a vifion ang a 
memory. At the fame time, how- 
ever, let it be remembered, that the 
peace obtained is better than was 
fuited to the lownefs of our condi- 
tron. We have acknowledged the 
Amenican independence. But what 
is that but an empty form? The 
incapacity of the miniiler whe con- 
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dufed the war, a feries of unprof- 
perous events, and a vote ot the 
houfe, had produced the acknow- 
ledyiment. We have ceded Florida. 
But have we not cbtained the iflands 
of Providence and the Bahamas ? 
We have granted an extent of {ifh- 
ery on the coaft of Newfoundland, 
But have we not eftablifhed an ex- 
clufive right to the moft valuable 
banks? We have reflored St. Lu- 
cia, and given up Tobago. But 
have we not regained Grenada, Do- 
minica, St. Chriftophers, Nevis, 
and Montferrat ? And have we not 
refcued Jamaica from inevitable 


danger. In Africa we have given 
Goree. But Goree was the grave 


of our countrymen; and we have 
fecured Fort James and the river 
Gambia, the beft and the moft 
healthy fettlement. In Europe we 
have relinquifhed Minorca. But 
ought it to be forgotten that Mi- 
norca is pot tenable in war, andthat 
in peace it muft be fupported at a 
ruinous expence? We have per- 
mitted the reparation of the port of 
Dunkirk. But Dunkirk could only 
be an object when fhips of a far in- 
terior draught to the prefent were 
in ufe. The change in the opera- 
tions of naval war hac taken away 
its importance. In the Eat Indies 
cefions have been nade. But let it 
it be remarked that thefe ceifions are 
inconfiderable in themfelves, and 
could not be protected by us in the 
event of hoftilities. In fine it is ob- 


jected, that we have abandoned the 


unhappy loyalitts to their impla- 
cable enemies. What is this but to 
impute to congrefs by anticipation 3 
violence which common decency 
torbids us to expect? Bur let it be 
confidered that the principle of affiite 
ing thefe untortunate men would 
not have juftified minifters to have 
continued the war, And let it be 
confidered that a continuation of 
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the war would not have procured 
them any certain indemnity. The 
accumulation of our diftreffes muft 
have added to theirs. A year or 
two hence harder terms: of peace 
might have been forced upon our 
acceptance. Their fate then mutt 
have been defperate indeed ! But as 
matters are fituated there are hopes 
of mercy and reconciliation. 

The conditions of peace, inftead 
of being an object of blame, are in- 
titled to applaufe. Nor indeed is 
the noife of oppofition applied fe- 
rioufly tothem. The prefent ftorm 
of faction has in view the noble lord 
at the head of the Treafury. It is 
to overthrow him that an odious co- 
alition has been thought of ; and if 
this baneful alliance, if this ill 
omened marriage is not yet folem- 
nized, he knew of a legal impeci- 
ment againttit, and forbad the banns 
in the name of the public fafety. As 
for himfelf he had acted with the 
approbation of his own mind ; and 
though he had no title to defpife the 
honeft emoluments of office, he was 
ready to retire without a figh toa 
private flation, if fuch a ftep could 
contribute in the fmalleft degree to 
foften the di“juietudes of his coun. 
try. He would not yield to any 
unhappy dictate of difappointed ain- 
bition ; nor endeavour to rear up a 
forttefs to difturb the public quiet. 
It was his with that his majetty’s 
councils fhould be directed by wit- 
dom and virtue; and if the crown 
was indeed to be ferved by men of 
this defcription, he would gladly 
beitow upon them his approbation. 

Lord North tettified a furprize at 
the criminations which had been 
thrown out againft him. He did 
not repent of his conduct while a 
minifter. Confcious of his own 


innocence, he was bold enough to 
dety either cenfure or punithment, 
His coalition with the noble lord 
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whofe motion was before the houfe 
had been made on principles neither 
difhonourable to themielves, nor 
difadvantageous to the country. 
The character of the noble lord and 
his public difintereitednefs were uni- 
verfally known, and univerfally ex- 
tolled. He acknowledged that Mre 
Fox had appeared long againft him, 
and had exercifed his eloquence to 
his prejudice. But though ftrong 
expreflions might be mutually 
thrown out in the heat and ardour 
of debate, it did not follow that their 
public hoftility was to laft for ever, 
and to furvive the caufe which had 
occafioned it. He refpected the 
political integrity of the honourable 
gentleman; and asa friend he was 
{ure that he would find him to be 
firm, manly, and honeft. As am 
enemy he had experienced him to be 
very formidable indeed! And any 
minifter whom he chofe to oppofe, 
would doubtlefs be impreffed with a 
fimilar opinion. But while he was 
proud of the coalition to which he 
had been invited, it fhould be un- 
derftood, that he was not in confe- 
quence to make any facrifice of his 
public principles, or to act in the 
{imalleft degree inconfiftently with 
his charaGter. Amid other ca- 
lumnies thrown out againft him, 
he had been accufed of being an af« 
fertor of the royal prerogative. Ie 
was not in his power to recollect 
one circumftance which could ine 
title him to fuch a cenfure. Heo 
had never in any fingle inftance 
pufhed the prerogative beyond the 
boundaries of the law; and it had 
appeared pretty evidently that he 
was by no means defirous of ruling’ 
by the influence of the crown. No 
thunder of eloquence would alarm 
his tranquillity. Hé dreaded nei- 
ther accufations nor puniflments ; 
and he dared his enemies, whatever 
their abilities, their influence, and 
their 
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their charafer micht be, to be de- 
Cilive, and to proceed againit him. 

Soon after his lordihip had ex- 
preiied his fentiments, the queftion 
was put by the fpeaker, and carried 
avdinft the minifiry by a majority of 


AND 


207 to190. As to the motion ref. 
pecting the loyalifts, lord John Ca- 
vendifh confented to wave it, as a 
refembling fentiment was contained 
in the addrefs of the houfe tothe 
throne. 
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The Struggles of the Minifry. The F irmnefs of Oppofition. The Impat ence 
of the Commons for anes Adminifiration, Public Riots. A remarkable 
Motion by Mr. 1. W. Coke. Affairs of the Eafl. The Recapture of Trinco- 
male, Motions by Lord Surreye The Appointment of a new Minijiry. 


Miniferial revolution feem- 
cd at hand: and different 


adjournments of the houle of com- 
mons were made with a view to 
the new arrangements. ‘The coali- 
tion, confident ot their ftrength, 
were delirous to enter into power 
wpon their own terms. Opinions 
and reports the mott oppofite were 
propagated and entertained. — It was 
believed by tome that the king was 
an enemy to the whigs; while it 
was impoflible to perfuade others 
that a prince who owed fo much to 
the Revolunon fhould be hottile to 
the tenets or the defcendents ot thofe 
who had eltablihed it. “The mi- 
niitry were dilpoied to form an ad- 
miniitration that would admit as 
few as potlible of their adverfaries ; 
and attempts were made to difunite 
the members of the new aflociation, 
Conterences with the king were ree 
peatedly held on the fubject of a 
change of minitters, and were re- 
peatedly unfucceistul. The torti- 
tude of the coalition was not to be 
fhaken. Mr. Fox and his friends 
were refolute to carry their purpofe, 
The nation was kept in fufpence ; 
and its affairs were unattended to, 
The commons in the mean while 
difplayed their impatience, and dif- 


covered unufual fymptoms of diffatifs 
faction; and the bufinefs of the 
kinedom being neglected, mutinies 
and riots became frequent over the 
kingdom. ‘The difembodying of the 
ditterent regiments of milina, the 
difcharge of feamen, the reduction 
ot foldiers, the neglect of giving 
them their pay, and the fpirit of 
urbulence natural to men accuft- 
omed to arms; the relaxation 
which had taken place with regard 
to military difcipline, the violation 
of promifes made by officers during 
the recruiting fervice, all joined 
with the unfettled flate of the go- 
vernment, and contributed to en- 
gender fcenes of a wild tumult and 
contufion, It was at Portfmoutl 
and Plymouth that thefe diforderly 
proceedings advanced to the moft 
alarming heights; and that thev 
were attended with the moft dif- 
agreeable confequences. But where- 
ever they prevailed to any confider- 
able degree, they could but be con- 
fidered as proofs of the feeblencfs of 
government, and of the ruinous 
tendency of that political diftraction 
which had divided the kingdom. 

In this fituation of affairs, the 
miniitry being difpofed to retire, it 
Was expected with confidence that 
the 
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the whigs, with the duke of Port- 
Jand at their head, would be called 
to govern the nation. But a nego- 
ciation which had been commenced 
for this end was terminated without 
fuccefs. The inquietudes of the 
commons increafed in their vio- 

lence; and Mr. T. W. 
Mar, 24. Coke, having remarked to 
them the expectation which for 
fome time had been vainly enter- 
tained of the appointment of a pro- 
per miniftry, thought it expedient 
to move, ** That an humble ad- 
drefs fhould be prefented to his ma- 
jetty, that he would be gracioufly 
pleafed to take into his ferious con- 
fideration the very diftracted and 
unfettled {tate of the empire, after a 
long and exhaufting war; and that 
he would therefore condefcend to a 
compliance with the withes of this 
houfe, by forming an adminiftra- 
tion entitled to the confidence of his 
people, and fuch as may have aten- 
dency to put an end to the unfor- 
tunate divifions and diflractions of 
the country.” 

Lord Surrey in feconding this 
motion exprefled the regret which 
he felt in promoting a meafure 
which touched in fome degree on the 
royal prerogative. It would have 
been a pleafure to hin that a more 
con{litutional method could have 
been adopted. But it was evident 
that the motion was wartantable 
from the fituation of the country. 
Our negociations with  forcign 
powers were not brought to an end. 
No definitive treaty was concluded 
with France and Spain. No dom- 
mercial alliance was adjufled with 
America, Our army and navy were 
ina ttate of mutiny. In fine the 
Fatt India company required the aid 
o! Parliament, both with regard 


fo 8 foreign and domeftic con- 
ecrns, 
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Mr. Buller allowed that it was 
naturally a wonder that no admini- 
{tration had been formed, fince it 
was kyown that there were men 
fufficiently eager to get into office. 
But he believed, that in this in- 
flance, as in every other, his ma- 
jefty had acted with benignity to his 
people. His majefty had long fince 
got over his perfonal feelings, with 
the hope that a facrifice of that kind 
would gratify his people. The di- 
ftant fource, however, of the delay 
in forming a new adminiftration was 
to be afcribed, in his opinion, toa 
difference of fentiment which had 
arifen among the heads of the new 
coalition, who had _ confederated 
with a view rather to ferve them- 
felves than their country. 

Mr. Fox did not approve of in- 
troducing the name ot majeity into 
the debates of the houfe. ‘Lhere 
was an indelicacy and an_ irreve- 
rence in it; and it was altogether 
unparliamentary. It was not to be 
fuppofed that his majefty had any 
private feclings that ftood in the 
way of the profperity of his fub- 
jects. It was true that there were 
men who were ready to accept 
of power ; but inftead of being res 
probated on this account, they ought 
to be commended for their courage. 
The moment was of uncommon dif- 
ficulty ; a loan was {peedily to be 
made ; and queftions of the greateft 
magnitude preffed for difcuflion and 
management. ‘The men alluded to 
had a hope that they might refcue 
the empire from its burden of cala- 
mitics. It was catching at conjec- 
ture and phantoms to impute the de- 
lay of a new adminiftration to any 
difference of opinion between the 
heads of the two parties who had 
united. No difficulties were upon 
their fide ; and he was forry that he 
was not at liberty to flate every 
part 
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part of their conduct refpecting the 
intended arrangements. Tobe ap- 
roved of, it only wanted to be 
known. The dels ) alluded sought 
to be fought for in a different quar- 
ter. If his majefty had reccived 
Improper advice, and the country 
had been mifmanaged for fome 
weeks patt, the caule would be found 
in the other houfe. There they 
would fee the grand advifer of the 
crown, and might trace the diffi- 
culry, the delay, the fullennefs, and 
the other charatteriitic marks of 
what had been ter rmed an interreg= 
nen of adminiftration, but what was 
Intrutha {pecimen of the mott info- 
Pent domination that had everdifgrac- 
ed this free country. He concluded 
with adviling the houfe to un: inimity 
upon the motion, and with defiring 
thei to regard itasa public and con- 
fitutional aét, and not as the: mea- 
fure of any one party or fet of men, 

Lord Surrey obterved thar the 
temper of the country was not to be 
fported with. ‘The prefe nt was not 
a period tor any vile and tame fub- 
miffions. If an adminiftration was 
not foon appointed, the people might 
have recourfe to their importance, 
and come forward with fomething 
flronger than an addrefs or a peti- 
tion. 

‘The qi reftion Upon being put was 
carried with only four diflenting 
voices; and the addrefs was order- 
ei to be prefented tu the hing by 
fuch ot the members ; 
counfellors. 

lo the midfl of domeflic diftrac- 
tion melancholy difpatches arrived 
from abroad, In the Eatt fewcral 
uncertain battles had been touche 
between Sir Boward Huehes and 
Suftrein. 77 he ope ! - msotSiukyre 
Coote agarntt Hyder Ally were able 
but indecitive. TI he varrnifon of 
Cuddlapore was furrendered by cap- 


were privy 


tain Hughes to Monf. Ducherin, 
the general of the French ariny 3 
and ‘Trincomale, which had wa 
elteemed fo rich an ac . ee had 
been compelled to vield to the force 
under Monf. Suffrein. 

The country being ftill without 
anv effective government, there pre- 
vailed the moft general diifatisfaction 
and uneafinefs. The addrefs indeed 
of the commons had been prefented 
to the king, and he had returned a 
very gracious anfwer toit. Hehad 
faid, ‘¢ That it was his earneft de. 


fire to do every thing that was in his 


power to comply with the withes cx- 
prefied by his faithful commons,’ 
When this anfwer however was res 
ported to the houfe, lord Surrey, 
after having obferved, that he 
had a full confidence in the honours 
able intentions of his majefty, and 
that he telt an extreme comfort in 
fo facred a pledge of M 
aflurance that a matter 

fo important as the arrangement of 
a proper minifiry was fpeedily to be 
adjufted, intimated his intention, if 
ho arrangement, notw ithftanding the 
royal meflage, fhould be made, to 
move for an enquiry into the caufes 
which had fo long prevented it, 
Lord North was of opinion that his 
majetty’s meflaye was fo full ot grace 
and goodnefs, that it ought to be 
received withthe moft entire fatis- 
faction and gratitude; and it was the 
moft real pain to him that the flight- 
ett jealoufy thould be expreffed of the 
royal intention. The delay, hows 
ever, continued; and all defcrip- 
tion's of men were involved alike in 
doube, fufpence, and anxiety. 
In a new meeting 4 ! Maroh 

e¢ commons lord 8: 

rey, addrefling h “méelf to the chan 
cellor of the Exchequer defired to 
know if he was apprifed of any af- 
rangement ot adminittration that 
was 
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was appointed, going on, or likely 
tobe rormed. It the chancellor had 
any fatistactory information to lay 
betore the houfe, he would detitt 
trom bringing forward a motion 
which the ilate of affairs had fug- 
vetted to him; if not, he would 
take the liberty to propofe it, Mr. 
Pitt informed him that he had re- 
fiened the office of chancellor of the 
Exchequer ; and that it was impof- 
{ible for hin to fay whether any ar- 
rangement Was going forward or not; 
but that the royal meflage to the ad- 
drefs of the commons ought to pro- 
duce the fulleft conviction, that any 
motion with regard to an arfange- 
ment of miniiters, was altogether 
unneceflary. Lord Surrey was dil- 
fatisfied with this anfwer, and pro- 
ceeded to fulfil his intentions. 

He had revolved much in hie 
mind to difcover the mode of pro- 
ceeding that was moit commend- 
able in tue prefent emergency. He 
was anxious to fhow every poffible 
mark of refpect for the crown, and 
could not poflibly think of any wan- 
ton or indecent interference with 
the prerogative. In this fituation 
he had drawn up the following mo- 
tion, * That a confiderable time 
having now elapfed without an ad- 
miniftration refponfible tor the con- 
duct of public affairs, the interpo- 
fition of this houfe on the prejent 
alarming crifis is become necef- 
fary.” 

_ His lordthip, having read his mo- 
ton, declared, thatif it was adopt 
edhe meant to make it the bafis of 
another proceeding. But with re- 
gard tothe meafure which he with- 
ed to itand on the foundation of this 
motion he had fome_ hefitation. 

Chere were two modes of acting ; 
the one was to propofe a committee 
fo quire into the caules which had 
—— the formation of a new 

17%, 
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minittry ; and the other was fo move 
tor a ftronger addrefs to his majetty, 
to be delivered in the moft folemna 
manner by the ipeaker in perfon. 
To the firit of thefe proceedings, 
he was atraid there were powerful 
objections. A committee of in- 
quiry, in the courfe of their pro- 
ceedings, would be neceffitated to ex- 
amine many perfons, and to put 
Many interrogatories; and thus a 
great deal of private converfation 
might be drawn forth which might 
be very improper for the publie 
eye. On this account he was in- 
duced to prefer the mode of an ad- 
drefs to the king; and he believed 
that the grounds which made the 
interpofition of the houte fo ne- 
ceflary were fo palpable, that it 
would be ridiculous to enlarge up- 
on them. 

The motion of his lordfhip was 
feconded by Mr. Jervoife Clerke 
Jervoiie. But it was difpleafing to 
Mr. Pitt, who conceived that the 
language of it was much too {trong ; 
and that it was moft indecent, im- 
mediately upon the receipt of the 
king’s meflage, to declare that the 
interference of the houfe was ne- 
e¢eflary. 

Lord John *Cavendifh and lord 
North were likewile diflatistied with 
the motion, They thought that it 
was not fo guardedly expreffed as it 
ought to have been. The word iz- 
terpofition founded harfhly to them, 
and it was their wifh that he would 
withdraw his motion. As he had 
mentioned, however, an addrefs, it 
feemed not improper to lord John 
Cavendifh that he fhiuld move it 
inftead of his refolution. 

It appeared not to lord Surrey 
that any conclufive objection could 
be made to his motion: but as the 
filence of the houfe feemed to con- 
firm what had been advanced againit 
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it, he would refign to it his opinion. 
The motion being withdrawa, bis 
lordthip moved his addrefy, which 
was of the following impor. 46 Phat 
an humble addrefs be prefeated to 
his majeily, to exprefs the cdutitul 
and grateful fenfe this houfe enter- 
tains of the gracious intentions ex- 
pretied in his royal meflage. To 
affure his majefty, that it is with the 
moft perfect reliance on his pater- 
nal goodnefs, and with an entire de- 
ference to his royal wifdom, that 
this houfe again fubmits to his con- 
fideration the urgency as well as the 
importance of the affairs which re- 

uire an immediate appointment ot 
Bich an adminiftration as his majef- 
ty, in compliance with the withes ot 
his faithful commons, has given rea- 
fon to expeét. ‘To affure his ma- 
jetty that pal delavs in a matter ot 
this moment have an inevitable 
tendeney to weaken the authority of 
his gevernment, to which this houte 
ts not more bound by duty than led 
by inclination to give an effectual 
and conftitunonal fupport. ‘To re- 
prefent to his majefty, that the con- 
fidence of foreign powers may be 
weakened by a failure ot the ordi- 
nary means of a conftant communi- 
cation with them; that the final 
execution of the treatics, with the 
important and decilive arrangements 
of a comimercial and political na- 
cure in confequenee of a late revo- 
lution; that a provifion for the 
heavy expences and the important 
feryiccs voted ; that the orderly re- 
duction of the forces and the ex- 
penees of a new eflablifhment ; that 
the fetticment of national credit {e- 
rioutly affects the critical tlate of the 
Fatt India company: that thefe, 
with other important concerns, 
do feverally, “anu much more col- 
leAively, require an efficient and 
Befponuble admintilration, formed 
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upon principles of ftrength and ft. 
bility, fuited to the fate of his mas 
jeity’s affairs both at home and a. 
broad. And this houfe moit hum. 
bly repeats its application to his mas 
jetty, that he will take fuch mea. 
fures towards this object, as may 
become his moft gracious difpof- 
tion, and quict the anxicty and ap. 
prehenfions of his faithful fubjects,” 

This motion was feconded by Mr, 
ervoife Clerke Jervorfe; but an 
nlea prevailing that an adminittra- 
tion was immediately to be formed, 
it was withdrawn, ‘The earl of 
Surrey, however, pledged himfelf to 
the houfe to take an early opportu. 
nity to revive it, it it fhould hap. 
pen that any farther delay thou 
prevail in the appointinent of a new 
miniltry. 

‘The vigorous conduct of the com: 
mons was not eafily to be refilled. 
The miniflers, reluctant to quit the 
luxury of power and its emolus 
ments, lingered in office till the laf 
moment. The unyielding and de 
termined fpirit of their adverfaries 
obtained a complete vic- eal 
tory. The duke of Port- pil 2. 
land was promoted to be firft lord of 
the Treatury. Lord North and 
Mr. Fox were appointed the prin- 
cipal fecretaries of ftate. Lord John 
Cavendifh was made chancellor of 
the Exchequer. Lord Keppel took 
the lead in the Admiralty ; lord 
Stormont was created prelident of 
the council; and the earl of Car- 
hile was advanced to be keeper of 
the privy-feal. Thefe minitters 
formed a very refpectable cabinet; 
and the fubordinate offices of go 
vernment were filled by their fup- 
porters and friends. But the new 
minitters were hardly appointed 
when a plan to oppofe them was 
alfo framed; and when it was ua- 
derilood that im the houde of peer 
theit 
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their meafures would find a {trenu- 
ous oppotition from the duke of 





HISTORY. gt 


that in the houfe of commons they 


had to dread no lefs the hottility of 


Richmond and lord Thurlow; and Mr, Pitt and Mr. Jenkinfon, 
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Debate in the Houfe of Lords on the Irifh JurifdiFion Bill, American Af- 


fairs. 


Motion by Mr. Fox concerning the American Trade. 


An Amend- 


meut upon it by Mr. Eden. The American Manife/i Bill. 


HILE the contending par- 
ties were meditating dif- 
tinctive fchemes of advantage, an 
important debate took place in the 
houfe of peers concerning ** The 
bill for removing and preventing all 
doubts which have arifén or might 
arife concerning the exclufive rights 
of the parliament and the courts of 
Ireland, in matters of legiflation 
and judicature ; and for. preventing 
any writs of error or appeal from 
any of his majefty’s courts in that 
kingdom from being received, heard, 
or adjuited in any of his majetty’s 
courts in the kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain.” 

The bill appeared to be of high 
import to the duke of Richmond, 
who declared that he was an encmy 
tothe idea that the parliament of 
Eveland fhould affume the power 
toexercife internal legiflation over 
Ireland. It was his opinion that 
the exercife of fuch a power was not 
more offenfive to the conftitution of 
England than fubverfive of the 
rights of Ireland. He could not 
conceive that one country could 
potlefs a right to make laws for an- 
other, either internally or external- 
ly, without its confent and appro- 
bation, In refpect to Ireland, her 
defire to be emancipated from the 
legillation of the Britith parliament, 
Ought to be confidered as a claim 
that could not be cifpented with. 


He was inclined to wifh that het 
freedom was as perfcét as poflible ; 
but he thought that fomething 
ought to be done to cement the con- 
nection of the two countries. A 
fyitem fhould be formed to promote 
their mutual interetts. The par- 
liament had in fact abandoned the 
exercife of internal legiflation over 
Ireland; but a connexion fhould be 
citablifhed between thetn by mutual 
confent ona folid and permanent 
ground: He meaned not to oppofe 
the prefent bill; but he would glad- 
ly be informed whether the new ad- 
miniftration were to adopt it asa 
part of their own fyflem, or whe- 
ther they were to confider it merely 
as the meafure of aformer miniftry, 
If the bill had their approbation, it 
was their duty to ftate to the houfe 
that they had formed plans in con- 
formity to it, and were willing to 
take its retponfibility upon them- 
felves. If, however, they difap- 
proved of the bill, it became thein 
to oppofe it. There was another 
peculiarity of conduét which the 
might follow. ‘I'hey might allow the 
bill.0 pafs asthe fcheme of a former 
adminifiration, without engaging 
at alkin a plan with regard to Ire. 
land. Ifthis was their meaning, he 
was defirous that they fhould fay fo, 
in order that the houfe might con 
fult their feclings andduty upon the 
occafion, 
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His lordihip profeffed that he en- 
tertained not apy doubt of the hin- 
cerity and yood intentions of the 
noble duke who wus atthe head of 
affairs, But there was a compoh- 
tion in the prefent adminittration of 
Ingredients fo oppofite and fo con- 
tradidtory, that he could not but 
give way to a great degree Of Un- 
eafinefsand alarm. \W hile he could 
rely on the noble duke and his more 
particular friends, there were other 
perions in the miniflry who had no 
title to his confidence. ‘There was 
in it in high office a noble lord, who 
had been lony in the habit of pur- 
fuing fe hemes which had involved 
the nation in calamity and ditirets. 
‘The principles of this noble lord 
could not be reconetled with the tn- 
tcretis of the people. Or thete 
principles he had tormerly been im- 
prefled with the greatetl detettation ; 
and he could not now entertain a 
more favourable opinion of them, 
after the wonderful pundtion which 
had beeneftected. Even in the mo- 
ment ot this punction the noble lord 
had declared in the houte ot com- 
mous that he had not departed from 
his principles. “There was fome- 
thing omtnous mm this declaration. 
As the nol le lord had been the 
caufe of all the uneafinefs and op- 
prefhon which had been felt and 
complained ot iy Ireland, and of 
her having recourte to arms to vin- 
dicate her rights, he could perceive 
no hopes ot his proper toterterence 
in its behalt. The noble lord had 
oppofed the Tnifh repeatedly in their 
trade and confequence; and it the 
future was to Lx conjectured from 

ale pat, his hottilitv to them would 
Naa. It no eroer ue Wols 

given that the noble lord hod een 

bis error and had renounced “ 

there was the flrouveit probabrh 

to tuppole that the pre fent mini 
; 


had no fetious itentiea al coins 


any thing more for Ireland than 
the paffing of the bill now under 
ditcufhon ; which would only fe pa- 
rate her trom Great Britain, and 
leave us inas imall a conneétion 
with it, as Hanover was at this 
hour. Should this unfortunately 
turn out to be the cafe, very im- 
portant a might be ap- 
prehended. Was it fit or expedi- 
ent that Ireland fhould be feparated 
from every branch of this country 
but the crown? This ot itfelt had 
fomething alarming in it. But there 
were other confiderations which 
ouvht to be weighed with ferioul- 
neis. If the feparation alluded to 
took cflect, it would be tollowed with 
confequences in revard to peace and 
war, to rivalflip in commerce, ec- 
clef tical matters, and other points 
of the deepett moment. In _ the 
event of fuch a feparation, Eng 
land might have occatfion to go to 
war, and Ireland might think here 
felt : it hberty to be at peace. She 
might refufe any fup ply or aid to 
fupport the gre: ines ol the empire. 
In the view ot negociati ons for peace 
the might object to articles agreed 
to by Engh: ind, In matters of com- 
merce to be concluded by the Eng- 
lith with foreign powers, fhe might 
be dit {pofed to declare her diffent, 
and to engage In altercation and 
— ites. On the fubject of rele 
ion there might be forereen dan- 
vers ot the mott ferious kind. The 
Roman catholics in Ireland were 
calculated, with regard to the Pro- 
tellants, to be in the proportion of 
feven to one; and though they had 
now no thare i in the le ‘oiflature and 
crument of their country, yet 
1) na extenfion of that {pirit of li- 
berali tv which had pervaded all the 
nations ot Europe, and diftin: — 
ed ¢ 1b peculiarly, it might hay 
pen “s it their claim toan equal par: 
werpanon in the rights of citizens 
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might be admitted. In fuch a con- 
dition ot Ircland there might be up- 
on the throne of England a prince 
tainted with the love of pope ye 
Religious teuds might again ugitate 
the minds of men; and the crown 
of England might of conlequence 
oa to Ireland toran army ot Rop- 
man Catholics, over whom the le- 
giflature of England could have no 
sower and no influence, Men ac- 
cuftomed to think, and acquainted 
with hiftory, would not hold this 
reafoning to bechimerical. Forthe 
mowwent the Catholics of Ireland are 
inveited with the privileges ot Pro- 
teitant fubjects, they would com- 
inand a predominant authority in 
the Irith legiilature. A Britith king 
with popith prope nfities might then 
have not only an Irifh army to exes 
cute his purpofes, but an Trith par- 
liament devoted to his interetls, 
While the duke of Richmond in- 
dulged in thele arguments, and 
pointed the power of his farcafm a- 
gainft lord North, heacknowledged 
that he would much rather have de- 
livered his fentyments in the pre- 
fence of the noble lord; and he ex- 
prefled his furprize that he bad not 
taken his feat in that houfe, as his 
promotion was underiftood to be de- 
termined upon. Common report, 
indeed, held outa very fingular rea- 
fon as the caufe of the de lay of his 
coming there. It faid, that the noble 
lord remained in the other houfe dll 
he thould give battle to his brother 
fecretary on the fubject of the in- 


tended retorm of parliament. If 


this report had a foundation in 
truth, and it feemed very credible, 
what opinion ought there to be en- 
tértained of an adiminiitration fo in- 
* The Cabinet M: ‘te 
Duke of Portlany 
Hon. C. J. 3 


Lord Joh Foe, fh, 
Valjevnt Keppel, 
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congruous and abfurd! What was 
tobe the fruit of a mixture fo he- 
terogeneous ! It was rumoured that 
there were four to three in the cabi- 
nec *; but trom this circumitance no 
certain conclufion could be formed 
with regard to the bill in quettion. 
For the minority might become the 
majority when they pleated. The 
argument for them to ufe was pb- 

vious, and would be effectual. They 
might fay to their colleagues, ** If 
you agree not to our meafure, we 
will retire trom you, and without us 
you will goro ruin.” He therefore 
was induced to take the liberty of 
applying to the noble duke who was 
at the head of the new adminittra- 
tion, to be informed whether the 
bill under difcuflion was to be fol- 
lowed up by others; and whether 
it was only a part, or the whole of 
their fyitem concerning the fettle- 
ment of the relative fituation of the 
two kingdoms ? 

The duke of Portland did not 
perceive that he could be called up- 
on with propriety to divulge the fee 
crets of the miniftry. ‘The parslia- 
ment of Ireland had exprefied a high 
fatistuction on the repeal of the act 
of parliament which had affected the 
independency of their country ; and 
it was an infinite pleafure to him to 
think that every ferment and im- 
proper heat between the two coun- 
tries was about to ceafe, On the 
fubject of the prefent bill he had to 
exprels his concurrence. From con. 
veriations Which he had held with 
many refpectable perfons, he knew 
well that it would be agreeable in a 
high degree to the peopie of Ire. 
land ; and nothing could poflibly be 
farther trom his ‘mind than (0 in. 


The Cabinet Minorit 
Lord North, 


Vifcount Stormor 
Earl of Cavrlifle. 
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terrupt the harmony of the two 
countries. But he did not under- 
ftand the being called ypan to ex- 
plain any future meafures that were 
to be purfued with relation to Ire- 
land. It was not the feafon tor their 
difcuffion. In general, however, he 
would obferve, that he th ould be 
mott ready to do every thing in his 
power to cement a connection be- 
tween Great Britain and Ireland, 
on terms of mutual affection and mu- 
tual intereft. He hoped that the 
uniform tenor of his lite would in- 
title him tothe confidence of the 
houfe. He affured their lordihips, 
that while he continued tn the tla- 
tion which he had the honour to fill 
in his majelty’s councils, he fhould 
never deviate from the principles 
Which had always guided him, It 
Was not right to fulpect that he 
would ever abandon them; and it 
was prepotterous to demand trom 
him, immediately upon has ay peare 
ance in office, particular communt- 
cations of future meafures and de- 
ligns, 

Lord Townfhend jnfitled upon the 
neceflity of doing Ireland the mott 
complete yultice, and recommended 
it as proper to act with the greatett 

explicitnefs. He declared, that from 
the want of acting uNEquii voc lly on 
former ocgafions,all ourmistortunes, 
and even the lofs ot America, had 
ariten. In public concerns it was 
their duty to conduct themlelves 
with the fame pun¢tihoufnefs as in 
private lite. The national honour, 
like the perfonal honour of their 
lordflips, ought to be inviolable. 
With regard to the new adminiitra- 
tion, it Was injurious tocondemnathem 
betore a trial, 
the pretent cabinet was not more he- 


terogencous than that of the lait. OF 


thot probity, and of their intentions, 

he was fure; and he could not but 

prognotticate advantages from their 
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The compofition of 









































AN D 
activity. With regard to the topic of 
the odds in the cabimet of four tothree 
it was a calculation rather invidioug 
than ufeful. ‘The noble duke who 
made it might underttand the divid. 
ing of cabinets bewerthan he did; but 
nothing could be more obv 10US th, 0 
that the prefenc debate required nor 
the introduétion of fuch extraneous 
matter. Ona point fo detinitive ag 
the bill in queftion, there was a wild. 
nefsin havine recourte to fuch cal- 
culations, and to the deducnon of 
contiderations founded merely in 
{peculation and hypothetis, 

Lord Thurlow preiled the duke 
ot Porland to {tate whether-he bh id 
fchemed a plan of meafures con- 
cerning Ireland, and whether he 
meant to adopt the pyefent bill as 4 
part of the fyitem he had tormed, 
Upon what grounds was it to be 
adopted by the prefent minitters ? 
To what purpote was it to be ay) 
plied ¢ Th ete were fimple quetiions ; 
and he could not comprehend that 
it was wnreafonable to put them. 
He protetied that he could not enter 
into the fpeech of the noble duke at 
the head of the Treafury. ‘To ex- 
pect confidence from the tenor of 
his p: it lite, and to reveal no particus 
lar information, was to Levulive the 
bufinefs of the ‘bill in uncertainty, 
Had the cabinet no fyticm in con- 
templation ? Had they taken up 
the bill without laquiry or difeul- 
fion? Had they no care or anxiety 
with regard to its future fate? On 
the contrary, was it to be under- 
flood, that the fc heme they had in 
view was moit extenfive; and that 
parliament muit confide in the good- 
nefsof their charadiers till they 
fould be pleafed toexplain it? As 
to confidence, it Was pot altovet! her 
natural to beftow it on an admini- 
{tration which was not only untried, 
but which was known to be divided 
on the very point in queilion. He 
therefore 
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therefore infifted om the propriety of 
demanding intorMation of the views 
and intentions of the minitters. 

Lord Loughborough expretied his 
furprize at the irregularity of the 
converfation which had taken place. 
No objection was made to the bill; 
but minilters were called upon to 
divulge their intentions on mutters 
which were not before the houte. 
There was an oppofition to the mi- 
niiters, and not to the bill. The 
bill had two purpofes in view: it 
confirmed the meaning of the legif- 
lature in repealing the act of Ge orge 
}, concerning the dependency of 
Jreland; and it abandoned the ap 
pellant jurifdiction on the pare of 
this country. The neceflity and 
the policy of the bill were adinitted 
on every fide; yet explanations of 
it were preflingly demanded trom the 
noble duke, who had juft come in- 
to office, as if it was a meafure of 
his, and a fubjeét on which the houfe 
were uninformed. ‘The bill had ort- 
ginated in a former miniftry ; and 
by them the grounds and tendency 
of it could be bett illu(trated. Were 
the prefent miniflters to find fenfe 
and reafon fer their predeceffors ? 
But atter all, was not the bill fuf- 
ficiently explanatory of itfelf? It 
carried its meaning and reafons on 
the face of it; and to affect any 
doubts about it could not confitt with 
——. What had patled was but 

a fprout of oppofition: it had 
{prung up with the feafon, and 
would perifh immediately. 

The duke of Chandos declared 
that he could not give his fupport 
to an adminiftration in-which lord 
North had any fhare. He repro- 


bated in ftrong language his lord- 
fhip’s conduct with regard to Ire- 
land ; and affirmed that his love of 
power was fo great, that rather than 
hot mount the box of government, 
had been contented to get up bee 


he} 
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hind. The prefent minitters were 


objects of his dilapprobation. They 
had affailed and taken by itorm his 
majetty’s clofet ; and in their frag. 
gle to provide for their dependents 
they had torn trom about the per- 
fon of their fovereign all his old 
friends and acquaintance. 

Lord Carlile affirmed that the 
charge ot taking the king’s clofet by 
affault was a crimination of a moit 
ferious nature. It atlected not only 
the prefent adminiftration, but all 
who fupported them. Fortunately, 
however, itonly refted upon a foli- 
tary aflerdon, It was a circum. 
tance of which he knew nothing ; 
unlefs indeed this ttranve interpre- 
tation could be app! lied to the re- 
fuling to fupport a minittry who 
had determined the war in fo cruel 
a manner, that they had lett a fting 
in the bofom of every man not detti- 
tute of humanity. "If that was to 
affault the clofet of the king, he for 
one pleaded guilty; but in reality 
not the flightett difrefpeet to the ver- 
fon of the firit magiftrate was either 
intended or offered. After fome 
farther altercation the bill was com- 
mitted. 

In the houfe of commons Mr. Fox 

called for an attention to the affairs 

of America. He moved for liberty to 
bring in a *¢ bill for preventing any 
manifett, certificate, or other docu 
ment being re juived for any fhips 
belonging to the United States of 
America, arriving from thence at 
any port of this kingdom, or upon 
entering or clearing out trom any 
port of this kingdom for any port 
within the faid United States.” This 
motion produced a fhort debate. 

Mr. Jenkinfon did not difpute the 
propricty of opening an intercourte 
with America, by removing all the 
impediments to it which ftood upon 
the ftatute book. But he imagined 
that the bill propofed by Mr. Pox 

D4 would 
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would not be attended with fo power: 
ful a confequence. The only ; 
fible way of recovering the Ameri- 
can trade was doubtiefs to deftrcy 
every obitruction and difficulty as 

ainft ie. But the bill under deli- 
eerke not being equal to fo great 
a point, it would be wrong to pro- 
eced in it, as a new bill would be 
neceflary to fupply its deficiencies. 
He allowed that the principle ot the 
bill was right; but concluded that 
there was a danger in the applica- 
tion of it; as an opening was lett 
by the operation of which veffels af- 
fuming the name of American dups 
might turn imugglers, and convey 
uncultomed goods into every port 
in the hingdom. 

Mr. Kden obferv ed, that the ob- 
ject to be kept in view was to gain 
by liberal but prudent meafures as 
great a thare as poilible ot the Ame- 
rican commerce. Burtthe acts to be 
made tor that purpofe ought furely 
to be founded on the negociations to 
be concluded with America by the 
king’s mini ifters, and no parliamen- 
tary anticipation ought to take place 
of the grounds of fuch ne gociations. 
A mere repeal of reftraints on the 
American wade would in fome ref- 
pects do woo little, and in others too 
much, By attending to the firit 
claute of the navigation ac, it would 
be lo oats that unlefs fome farther 
revulanon was made, the fhips of 
the U nited States would remain ex- 
cluded trom our ports, as being A- 
mericun fhips, from territories not 
belonging to his majefty. In other 
inttances the mere repeal of ref- 
traints would gperate too widely. 
Extentive frauds and abutes might 
tuke “ hole bulinefs of 
drawbacks ‘and bo unt ws; and the 
whole carrying trade to the Wett 
Indies w ul 1G 7 Open ed to the Unit- 
c d State s» Hetheretfore moved the 
following Amcadmient upon the bill. 
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‘* And to give tohis majetty, fora 

time to be limited, certain powers 

tor the better carrying the fuid pur- 
$s into execution.” 

To this amendment, which had 
in view the facilitating of the Ame. 
rican intercourfe, Mr. Fox had no 
objection. It was adopted accord- 
ingly ; ; and the bill was brought in 
in its unproved ftate. Bur 
in this condition it was not 
received with the moit entire fatis- 
faction. For, uponits being reada 
fecond time in the houle, lord Sher. 
field expreffed his doubes and dithis 
cultfes. He was once of opinion 
that the adjuftment of the American 
trade fhould be Icft to the negocia- 
tions of the minitters; and thar till 
a treaty of trade and intercourte 
could be concluded, certain powers 
of regulation fhould be entruited to 
the king and council; but he had 
begun to entertain doubts of thefe 
politions. By the prefest bill the 
Amcricans were to be put upon a 
very advantageous footing. ‘They 
were to be treated with “the fame 
kindnefs as Britifh fubjects. Now 
it might appear in future that the 
kindnefs fhewn to them was too ex. 
travagant; and thus a-bar and dif- 
ficulty would arife in the event of a 
treaty. For they would not natur- 
ally defcend from the height to 
which they had been m ounted. He 
could fee no fatistactory argument 
against confidering the Americans at 
prefent as a foreign nation. ‘The 
bufinefg under difcuihon was too mo- 
mentous to depend on the fpecula- 
tive whim of any individual ; and 
ought to go to a committee of com- 
merce. The principle of the navie 
gation act fhould be kept entire; 
tor the principle of that act was as 
dearto the country as MagnaCharta. 
lt was through the n: ivigation act 
that we enjoyed she trade ot the 
werld, It we thoufel alter that ~ 
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by permitting any fate to trade with 
our iflands, or by allowing any ftate 
to carry into this country any pro- 
duce but its own, we fhould tacri- 
fice the marine of England. 

Mr. Fox reminded the houfe that 
he had moved the bill originally for 
the purpofe only of refcinding cer- 
tain legal requifitions which could 
not be complied with under the pre- 
fent fituation of the country; and 
that he had admicted the claufe giy- 
ing powers to the crown in deference 
to the fenfe of the houfe. The bill 
was to be confidered as a temporary 
meafure, and adapted to the necef- 
fity of opening an immediate inter- 
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courfe with America. 
tended rather to remove obftacles 
than to provide regulations, It was 
not at this moment in view to adjuft 
a treaty of commerce between Ame- 


It was in- 


rica and Great Britain. That was 
an object of future deliberation ; and 
to wander into it now was moft im- 
proper. In confequence of the ma- 
nagement of Mr, Fox the temporary 
nature of the bill was adverted to; 
and at length upon the third read- 
ing it pafled without any material 
alteration. In the houfe of peers 
it was flightly oppofed and was fuc- 
cefstul. 
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VII. 


Affairs of the Eafh. Abufes in Trade and in Government. The Neceffity of 
a new Sy/tem for the Direction of India. A Bill for this Purpofe is pro- 
pojed by the Lord Advocate for Scotland. Its Obje&s and Tendency. The 
india Indi mnity and Dividend Bill. Peace concluded with the Mabhrattes. 


The Death of Hyder Ally, 
HE difturbed ftate of the ad- 


miniftration of juftice in the 
provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orifla, having called very forcibly 
the attention of the commons, they 
had appointed a felect committee to 
inquire into its ftate, and to confi- 
der how the Britifh pofletlions in the 
Haft Indies could be held and go- 
verned with the greateft fecurity and 
advantage to this country, and by 
what means the happinefs of the na- 
tive inhabitants could be beft pro- 
moted. In the profecution of the 
inguiries of this committee it was 
difcovered that mifmanagements of 
the concerns of the company were 
infinite; and that corruption, fraud, 
and injuitice pervaded all the de- 
partments of their bulinefs and tranf- 
actions. There arc two views under 
Which the concerns of India are to be 





confidered : the oneis external, and 
refers to the trade between India and 
Europe; the other is internal, and 
refers to the trade of the country in 
all the articles of produce and ma- 
nufa¢ture which turnifh the com- 
pany’s inveilment. Under thefe 
different heads abufes the moft ex- 
travagant have been pointed out with 
a clearnefs that admits not of hefita- 
tion or doubt. It had grown to be 
an object tothe fervants of the com- 
pany to opprefs the native inhabi- 
tants of the country by every pof- 
ible means. ‘They monopolized 


every article of trade; and their 
chief principle of commerce was 
power. ‘The court of directors, fen- 
fible of the wrongs which were come 
mitted, fent out inftructions; but 
thefe were generally dilregarded, 
and were often injudicious. 
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oo of government eftablifhed in 


augmented the embarraflments 
of the company, and gave rife to 
grievances the moft dettructive and 
ruinous. ‘The delegated power by 
which India is governed, ought to 
have preferved the ftricteit obedi- 
ence to the adminiitration at home, 
But the direction or adminittration 
in India, being at fo great a dittance 
from the feat of fupreme authority, 
being entrutted with the moit ample 
powers, being expofed to the great- 
eit temptations, and being poffeffed 
of endiefs means of abuic, it be- 
came corrupt in an extreme degree. 
Inftead of being fubfervient to go- 
vernment at home, the adminilira- 
tion of India affected independence. 
It acted upon a fpint of tyttematic 
difobedience ; and the views and in- 
terefts of private men, not the prin- 
ciples of commerce or of patrioulm, 
were the rules of conduct. Mr. 
Haitings feemed to have no defire of 
any kind to obey. His maxims 
were arbitrary. He treated with a 
fovereign contempt the authority of 
the court of directors; and the con- 
fufions produced by the difputes be- 
tween them were toitered by the 
body of India proprietors, who were 
dilpoted to act as a check upon the 
directors. Complaints might be 
made ; but they could not be reme- 
died; and dittrutt, chicanery, op- 
preflion, rapacity, and infult, ex- 
cited an agitation and ferment which 
threatened the overthrow of our 
confequence in the Raitt. Our au- 
thority there may be confidered as 
little better than a formality or a 
paine, while the reneth of Mr. 
Hattings is real and pofitive. ‘The 
princes in India, and the native 
merchants, were expoted to an arm 
that was ftrong, and directed by mo- 
tives the mot felfith and unfcrupu- 
lous; and while the Britith power 
fuffered a degradation of its autho- 
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rity, its name was heard with ex. 
ecration or terror. 

The neceflity of new regulations 
in the government of India was ad. 
mitted upon every fide. The lord 
advocate for Scotland accordingly 
brought into the houfe of commons 
a bill with this view. He informed 
the houfe that the affairs of India 
had long prefled upon his mind; 
and that his inducement to attend 
to them was to atchieve an advan- 
tage to his country. He had ob. 
ferved the rife, progrefs, and de- 
clenfion of the Afiatic empire. He 
had traced all our difaiters in that 
country to their fource ; and it was 
his opinion that a. new fyitem mutt 
be drawn tor the direction of India, 
adapted to the diipofitions and mode 
of thinking of its inhabitants. He 
felt, however, the inadequacy of 
his abilities to an object fo impor- 
tant; and his chief reliance for ap- 
probation was upon his induftry. 

His propofition had a reterence to 
four great heads or branches. His 
firft head related to the governifient 
general of Bengal. He intended 
that a governor and counctl fhould 
have a controlling jurifdiétion over 
the inferior prefidencies of India; 
and with regard to the governors 
general, he meant that he fhould be 
inveited with a power to act even 
againft the will and opinion of the 
council, whenever he fhould ima- 
gine that by fo doing he fhould be 
able to advance the public good. 
But as in thefe cafes he exercifed 
the fole authority, he fhould retain 
the whole refponfibility upon him- 
felt. The fecond head of his plan 
regarded the interior governments. 
In thefe it was not his meaning to 
bettow upon the governors a powef 
of action in oppofition to the advice 
of the council ; but he thought that 
they ought to be invefted with a ne- 
gative on every propofition rill an 
applicas 





gpplication fhould be made co the 
vernor-general and council of 
Bengal. ‘The third head ot his bill 
re(pected the zemindaries and other 
tenures of Jand. When Hindoitan 
had been conquered by the Moguls, 
a tribute was impofed upon the ze- 
sindars; and while they continued 
w pay this tribute they accounted 
themfelves to be the real proprictors 
aud mafters of the foil. To the 
yyots they let out their zemindaries 
at tlipulated rents ; and this clafs of 
men too, confidered themfelves as 
fecure in their refpective poffeflions 
while they performed the articles ot 
their compacts. ‘Thefe principles 
were folid, and had prevailed for a 
reat length of time. But they had 
of late been infringed ; and it came 
to be underftood that the emperor of 
Hindottan was the abfolute lord of 
the foil. This maxim he was in- 
clined to deitrov, and to erect upon 
it another which would give a dura- 
bility to the landholders in their te- 
nures and territory. The fourth 
head of his bill referred to the rajah 
of Tanjore and the nabob of Arcot. 
It was an extreme eriet to him that fo 
much pains had been taken to pre- 
ferve in the mind ot the latter, hopes 
and expectations of recovering cere 
tain territories from the former. 
It was alio a matter of affliction to 
him that the fears of the former 
were induftrioufly excited with re- 
gard to the lofs of territories to 
which he enjoyed a full and com- 
plete mght under the fanétion of 
treaties with the Eait India com- 
pany. On che foundation of thefe 
hopes and fears it was underftood 
that many venal perfons were dif- 
pofed to operate, in order to accu- 
ulate fortunes. It was his defire, 
therefore, to difuppoint them, by 
putting an end to the expectations 
ot the nabob, and the fears of the 
rajah; by prefenting the latter with 
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the fecurity of an aét of parliament 


for his poffeffions. He then ftated 
the debts of thefe princes ; and de- 
livered it as his opinion, that th 
ought not to be enquired into with 
too much curiofity, as the greatett 
part of them had their rife in core 
ruption. 

It appeared to him to be decifive- 
ly proper that governor Haftings 
fhould be bene and that fteps 
fhould be taken to prevent the court 
of proprietors from prefuming to 
aét in contradiction to the fenfe of 
parliament. He thought that lord 
Cornwallis fhould be the perfon that 
ought to be fent to fupercede Mr, 
Hatlings: his rank and birth were 
diftinguifhed ; and he would leave 
behind him, as the pledge of his 
good conduct, his perfonal honour, 
and the honour of his anceftors, 
The fortune too, of this nobleman, 
being independent, he could not 
haye it in view to repair his eftate 
by the fpoils of India ; and from 
his profeilion he could add to the 
character of governor that of com- 
mander in chief. His integrity, his 
valour, his prudence, his patriotifm, 
and economy, would all qualify 
him to fuftain the highett {tation in 
India. He would not, however, in- 
fift that this nobleman’s name fhould 
be filled up in the bill ; as that mat- 
ter would reft moit properly with 
government, 

Governor Johnftone could per- 
ceive nothing but inconfiflency and 
impropriety in the propofitions of 
the lord advocate ; and while he 
endeavoured to throw a ridicule up- 
on his lordfhip, he was ftrenuous in 
the defence of Mr. Hattings. He 
mennoned, to the honour of Mr. 
Hattings, that he had been able to 
conclude a peace with the Mahrat- 
tas; and while he enlarged on his 
talents for negociation, he admired 
the refources with which he had 
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fupplied the expences of the war. 
The arts of France to acquire an 
afcendency in India were well 
known. The fums they had ex- 
pended with this intention were e- 
normous; and they had difpatched 
to that quarter of the globe Mont. 
Suffrein, an officer of the moh de- 
termined bravery, and dt the great- 
eft military fkill. It thould be con- 
fidered, that Mr. Hattings was in a 
fituation the moft difficult ; and that 
no man could have fultained it with 
more fortitude and ability. It was 
the practice of the enemies of that 
great man to deal in infinuation and 
invective; but they would find that 
when the hour of trial came, their 
charges would be refuted fully and 
with eafe. 

Mr. Dempfter difplayed that in- 
tegrity and candour which fo emi- 
nently characterize him. He ad- 
monithed the houle, that they ought 
to think ferioufly betore they fhould 
vote the removal of Mr. Haitings. 
His exertions had been extraordi- 
narv, and to fupercede him now, 
would be as ridiculous as to have 
recalled governor Elliott, at the mo- 
ment when the Spanith batteries 
were playing againit Gibraltar. Ar 
the fame time, it was affirmed by 
Mr. Dempiter, that he was by no 
means an indifcriminate advocate 
for all the meafures of Mr. Hait- 
ings. His errors might be nume- 
rous; but no cenfure of him fhould 
be ellabliflied, before they were 
pointed out and explained. 

Atter tome additional converfa- 
tion, the lord advocate obtained per- 
million to bring in his bill ; anda 
tow days atter, the affairs of the Eatt 
india company engaging the atten- 
tion of the houfe, fir Henry Flet- 
cher moved, ** That leave be given 
to bring in a bill to difcharge and 
indemnity the united company or 
merchants of England trading to the 
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Eaft Indies, from all damages, inter. 
eft, and loffes, in refpect to their 
not making regular payment of cer- 
tuin fums due to the public, and to 
allow farther time tor fuch pay- 
ment; and to enable the company to 
borrow a certain fum of money, and 
to make a dividend of four per cent. 
to the proprietors, at Midfummer, 
1783.” 

The permiffion moved for by fir 
Henry Fletcher was obtained ; and 
his bill was paffed, according to the 
forms of the houte ; “but, in its pro- 
grefs, it met with oppofition. Sir 
Cecil Wray thought it paradoxical 
in the Eatt India Company to pro- 
fefs diftrefs, as a ground to bor- 
row money, and yet to defire per- 
miflion to make a dividend of tour 
percent. He prefumed not to think 
that he was mafler of the ftate of 
the affairs of the company ; and it 
did not becoine him to fay whether 
they were folvent or not, nor whe- 
ther it would be fafe to entrutt them 
with the powers of the bill. Bur 
he was fure that the bill was in it- 
felt an argument, if not of the in- 
folvency, at leatt of the embarraff- 
ments of the company ; and it was 
not confiftent with his duty to in- 
volve his conftituents in the con- 
cerns of a body of men, whofe cir- 
cumftances mult be allowed to be 
very dubious. 

Mr. Burke was difpofed to efia- 
lish it as a maxim, that the relict of 
the India company, and its reform, 
fhould go together; and he believed 
that the accommodations of the bill 
were abfolutely neceflary, and ought 
to be applied without delay. He 
obferved, that the difficulties of the 
moment were great; and while he 
gave his aflent to the prefent bill, 
he inculcated the propriety of a ge- 
neral reform of the abufes in India. 
He enlarged upon the bloodfhed, 
the ravages, and the ravacious prac- 
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tees of the fervants of the company. 
Robbery and rapine he accounted to 
be their eflablifhed fyitem. he 
war with the Mahrattas, he faid, 
was occafioned by their refufal to be 
robbed. ‘The famine at Madras he 
imputed to the conduct of the Eng- 
lith government in India, He re- 
counted the defpoilments which had 
been made of the Indian princes 
and princefles ; and criminated Mr, 
Hattings in the ftrongelt language. 
It had been the refult of all his en- 
quiries about India, that the com- 

ny’s fervants were ravenous wolves 
and vultures, who watched anxioufly 
for prey, and who in the luit of 
their cupidity and avarice, fet at 
defiance the laws of God and man. 
He initanced, that Mr. Hattings had 
procured cight hundred thoufand 
pounds by private loan, in Bengal ; 
and employed it as an argument, 
that the company had ceafed to ex- 
iit, and that their commerce was 
nothing more than an inftrument of 
the enormous fortunes which un- 
principled individuals had accumu- 
dared in India. 

Sir Henry Fletcher was eager to 
fhew that the public had derived 
very confiderable advantages from 
the company; that their dividend 
during peace had been eight pounds 
tour fhillings per annum on an ave- 
rage ; that in the time of war it 
might be ftated At feven pounds fif- 
teen fhillings ; and that they were by 
no means in a flate of infolvency. 
Their prefent application was cre- 
ated by a temporary embarraff- 
went, 

_Governor Johnftone fupported the 
bill, which, he faid, was founded 
in neceflity, reafon, and juftice; 
and, he ventured to affirm, that it 
Was brought in upon a compromife 
with the lords of the treafury. He 
obferved, that the humanity of Mr. 
Burke had run away with hyn; and 
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he juftified the refortmert of Mr. 
Hailings to private perfons in the 
Bengal government for eight hun- 
dred thoufand pounds. He regard. 
ed thar fum as merely trifling, when 
the number of the civil and military 
fervants in the Bengal governmene 
was confidered. A number of in- 
dividuals might have fupplied that 
fum without juflifying a charge of 
peculation againft the fervants of 
the company. The famine at Ma- 
dras was owing to the modes of was 
which prevailed in the Eaft: the 
enemy marked their march by de- 
folation. ‘This was a military ufage 
and efteemed a requifite of war ; an 
proceeded not from any inordinate 
inclination to cruelty. For the Mah- 
rattas were more difpofed than othee 
nations to humanity. He approved 
not of the grofs terms in which Mr. 
Haftings had been cenfured. It was 
not fair to be fo perfonal againft 
him in his abfence; and his high 
and fuperior reputation ought to 
have guarded him from fuch infults. 
It there were- any fpecific charges 
againft him, they ought to be 
brought forward. Loofe and vague 
accufations were not of fufficient 
confequence to make an impreffion 
upon candid and thinking men. 
They might be ornaments in a de- 
clamation ; but they carried not the 
conviction of truth. 

Mr. Burke declared, that he was 
not to be menaced from doing his 
duty. He was juftified by facts which 
he knew could not be controverted 
in what he had faid of Mr. Haft- 
ings. He had a fuflicient number 
of acts of criminality to hold forth 
againit him, when he fhould under- 
take the province of an acculer. 
He did not mean to calumniate: he 
was far above any lictlenefs of that 
kind; but he would take an oppor. 
tunity to bring to juilice the great- 
ett delinquent who had ever vio- 
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tared, in India, the rights of hu- 
mifity and juttice. 

Lord John Cavendith, as chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, denied that 
the prefent bill was any compromife 
with him. He confidered it as a 
branch of a larger ‘plan tor the re- 
licf of the company ; and he under- 
ftood it to be brought forward {e- 
parately, that it might anfwer an 
exigency which admitted not of de- 
lay. He yiewed the territorial ac- 

uifitions of the company as a fruit- 
fal fource of grievance. It would 
have been more to its advantage it 
they had confined themfelves to the 
character of merchants. As the 
territorial acquifitions, however, had 
been obtained, it was prudent to act 
for their prefervation, For they 
would not revert to the natives of 
India, but become an acceflion of 
ftrength to our natural enemies, the 
French, and give them advantages 
in that part of the work, which 
were too important to be permitted. 
It was theretore his opinion, that the 
relicf neceflary to the company 
fhould be granted. 

In the houle of peers this bill 
met with a fligh*® oppofition, and 
was very ably detended by earl Fitz- 

He dwelt on the almott 
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william, 
deiperate fituation of the Eaft ladia 
company, and affirmed, that unlefs 
it paffed, their bankruptcy would be 
intvitable. Strong doubts that they 
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were infolvent had gone abroad ¢ 
and nothing furely was better cal. 
culated to fupport their credit, and 
co-operate to their welfare, than a 
large dividend fanétioned by parlia- 
ment. The expenliture of their 
fettlements had tar exceeded their 
revenuc. Their fervants abroad had 
of confequence drawn bills which 
they were unable to antfwer, with- 
out a temporary fupply. Thus the 
exiitence of the company might be 
faid to dep¢nd upon the bille and, 
in this itrong neccflity, he trufted 
that no objections would be conti- 
dered as powerful enough to deftroy 
it. 

About this period, intelligence 
was received that a peace was con- 
cluded with the Muahrattas: an e. 
vent infinitely defirable ; and, which 
promifed an interval of ftability to 
our affairs in the Eait. “This peace 
was negociated on principles which 
were not lefs honourable to the 
Mahrattas than to the Englifh ; and, 
in the liberality of its articles, thert 
was a favourable prognoflic of the 
finceritv of the contracting parties, 
This advantage to Great Britain, 
and to the Eait India Company, 
was foon followed by the death of 
Hyder Ally, whofe enterprifing {pi- 
rit, refources, and vigour of mind, 
were eminent, and who was animated 
againft the Englith with an hofiility 
the moft rovied and incurable. 
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The L oan is proposed in the Houfe f Commons. Objeions to it. 
of ite dt is deBated in the Honfe of Peers, 
Propofttions by Lord Shelburne, 
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HE duke of Portland, lord 
John Cavendith, Mr. Fox, 
and the leaders of the new adminittrae 
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Defenct 
A Difcuffion of the Subjed of 
Their Rejedtion, The Loan Bill 


tion, feemed difpofed to confult the 
true intereits of their-country, and 
to profecute them with zeal. Upon 
entering 





FOREIGN 


entering into office, they were a- 
ware of the difficulties of their fi- 
tuation; and they fet themfelves fe- 
rioufly to overcome them. —‘T’he re- 
venues of the nation were in a moft 
ruinous ftate ; and yet the condition 
of affairs rendered it neceflary that 
large fums of money fhould be raif- 
ed. Lord John Cavendith difplayed 
his activity and abilitics, In the 

houfe of commons, he 
Apr. 16- Claimed an indulgence 
for the necefliry he had been under 
of tranfacting a great loan, before 
he had been ten days in the office 
of chancellor of the exchequer. He 
had never undergone an exertion fo 
fatiguing and laborious. In nego- 
ciating a loan of twelve millions, he 
had treated with gentlemen who 
were allowed to be fully able to 
the tranfaction; but they had 
differed about the terms. The 
only criterion by’ which he could 
be guided, was the market price 
of the ftocks at the time. ‘The day 
on which he was anxious to clofle 
with thefe gentlemen, the 3 per 
cents. were at 67, and the 4 per 
cents. at 84; but they refufed to 
take the 3 per cents. at more than 
66, and the 4 per cents. at more 
than 83. Upon this, the negociation 
was for fome time fufpended. But 
the gentlemen afterwards agreeing 
to what is called on Change the 
fplitting the difference, it was ter- 
minated on that ground. His lord- 
fhip confeHed that the bargain was, 
perhaps, too advantageous to the 
money-lenders; put there being 
great danger in a delay, he judged 
it moft expedient to conclude the 
tranfaction. It had alfo been his 


with to have extended the loan to a 
greater number of bankers than the 
eleven who had made propofals for 
it, in order that he might not be 
expoted to the imputation of having 
favourites. They would not, how- 
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ever, confent to gratify him in this 
particular. He had, notwithftands 
ing, made a referve, to be di« 
{tributed to other bankers. 

Mr. Pitt objected to the terms of 
the loan, and was of opinion thata 
bargain might have been concluded 
more advantageoufly for the public. 
The low price of the funds at the 
time of making the loan was tem- 
porary and artificial; and was not 
by any means the rule which ought 
to have directed the terms of the 
tranfaction. He alfo difapproved of 
the mode of the diftribution of the 
loan. That any part of it fhould be fet 
apart for minifterial allotment, was 
alarming. ‘There were two ways of 
making a loan, by the ufe of either 
of which the public would have 
been ferved ina much higher degree 
than by the method adopted by the 
chancellor of the exchequer. The 
firft of thefe ways, was by dividing 
the money-lenders into {ets, and 
creating a competition. It was ob- 
vious, that by this means, terms 
better for the public muit have 
been procured, And in the fecond 
place, if the eleven bankers who 
had made propofals for the loan had 
obtained the whole of it, they would 
mott certainly have been difpofed 
to behave with the greater yenero- 
fity to the public. 

Lord John Cavendith infifted that 
he had acted with the ftricteft pro- 
priety. He had chofen to treat with 
fo many as eleven bankers, that he 
might avoid the imputation of hav- 
ing a few favourites; for if he had 
negociated with a fmaller number of 
perfons, an extreme clamour would 
have rifen againft him. With re- 
gard to a competition, it had not 
been in his power to effect it. 
Many individuals, indeed, had ap- 
plied to him; but he had reafon to 
fufpect their importance as monied 
men ; and it was incumbent on him 
t9 
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to take care of the public, by con- 
trating with individuals whofe re- 
f{pontibility was undoubted. In the 
divifion ot the loan, he had itudied 
to guard againft every potfibility of 
cenfure. To the cleven bankers 
there was allotted {even millions and 
feven hundred thouland pounds. To 
the great trading companies of Eng- 
land, another part of the loan was 
given. Athird divifion of it, ac- 
cording to cuftom, went to the clerks 
of the treafury, and the other pub- 
lic offices. And he had referved 
two millions and feven hundred 
thoufand pounds for diftribution. 
Of this fum there had been given 

romifcuoufly among the bankers of 
ite who were unconnected with 
the leading contractors in the loan, 
the fum of two millions and two 
hundred thoufand pounds. There 
could then remain only a few hun- 
dred thoufand pounds for what had 
been termed minitlerial allotment. 
But in faét no fum had yet been dif- 
tributed with a view to influence ; 
ond it did not confiit with his inch- 
nations to employ the moncy of the 
public tor private ends of policy. As 
to members of parliament, thev 
might in the prefent bufinefs be fud 
to have been proferibed by him. He 
might be mitled by milintormation, 
or perhaps he might errthrough ig- 
norance ; but he wasconfident, that 
his conduct was virtuous and impar- 
tial, As to the fuppoted idea that 
the acting exclulively with the e- 
leven bankers, would have turned 
out advantageoutly to the public, it 
was a fancy that would fall initant- 
ly to the ground when it was obferv- 
ed, that on the propofal being laid 
betore them, they would make no 
aiteration as to terms. ‘The loan 
was as good as could have been ex- 
pected from the thortnefs ot the time 
in which it was necetlary to make 
ut; and for that caufe of blame the 
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obfiinacy of the late miniftry was 
alone accountable, ‘The complaints 
which were made ayvainft the loan 
did not proceed from a virtuous jeas 
loufy ot too much of it having found 
its way within the walls of the houfe, 
but from the contrary perfuation, 
As a politician, he would have acicd 
with greater art, if he had behaved 
in his dittributions with lefs integs 
rity and rigour. If he had been leis 
fcrupulous, he would have been lefs 
cenfured. He had avoided every 
art of corruption; and yet he was 
expofed to cenfures which could on- 
ly apply to the corrupt. 

In paffing this bill, the 
commons did not fail to do 
juttice to the fincerity and preper 
intentions of lord john Cavendith. 
In the houfe of peers it gave rife to 
an intereiting debate, in which lord 
Shelburne dittinguithed himfelt in a 
great degree. His lordthip dif- 
claimed all ideas of rancour and ani- 
motitv, and exprefled himfelt to be 
animated by no retrofpective mo- 
tires. His oppolition to the bil 
arofe not in party, but was tounded 
on its real and apparent detects. A 
nation had indeed prevailed, that 
the houfe of commons had the fole 
divection of money bills. He could 
not give his countenance to an opie 
nion of this fort. It invaded the 
rights of this houfe, and ferved to 
impair the conflitution by detracting 
trom the weight of the nobles, ‘The 
houte of peers had a chaim to affift 
in the management of the public 
moncy ; and it was their duty to up- 
hold a privilege which had been 
tran{mitted to them, and of which 
they were the guardians. He had 
no defire to difturb government oF 
to interrupt the public bufinefs. But 
he was folicitous to eftablifh the 
principles upon which loans ought 
to be directed. 


He remarked that men unkkilled 
in 
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ty loans were apt to fufpect a myf- 
tery in them. ut it Was not requl- 
fire to be a great financier to under- 
ftand them; and in times of peace 
like the prefent, to make a good one 
there were only wanted firmnets and 
integrity. ‘Phere were three me- 
thods of conducting a loan, Thefe 
were by an open fubicription, by a 
clofe one, or by a competition. It 
was only in certain circumitances, 
and in 4 period of peace, that aa 
open loan was to be adopted. A 
clofe one wasin general the moft ad- 
yilable meafure; and the greatett 
care ought to be taken to keep the 
fum wanted a profound fecret ull 
the lait moment. To act witha few, 
was more advantageous than with 
many. ‘The reafon was obvious ; 
for when the whole of a loan was 
inthe hands of a few, they were 
dausfied with a fmaller profit. It 
was alfo right in making a loan to 
felect rich and refponfible indivi- 
duals. They could make it anfwer 
the better by bringing it to market 
gradually ; and by buying it in 
again, if itfell too low. He inttanced 
a loan of the duke of Newcaftle’s, 
which from fome unforefeen acci- 
dent fell immediately to three per 
eent. difcount. The duke taking 
an alarm that he had made an unfair 
bargain, defired to fee the perfons 
he had contracted with; and their 
converfation for fome time was un- 
fatisfactory and difquieting. At 
length one of the contractors whofe 
experience in bufinefs had been great, 
and who had immenfe wealth, with- 
drew with the duke, and delibe- 
rated with him fecretly. It was not 
long before they returned in high 
fpirits to the other money lenders, 
whom they dire¢ted to go home 
and to remain pertectly at their eafe. 
The perfon who had fpoken to the 
cuke went directly to the Change, 
and bought up the ferip as faft as it 
ae — to fale. The confe- 
783. 
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quence was, that next day it rofe 
one per cent. aboye par. 

The loan appeared to his eye to 
be exceptionable in every point of 
light. It had been made without 
any knowlege of the funds ; and by 
calculations he endeavoured to fhew, 
that the public would fuftain an 
undoubted lofs to the amount of fix 
hundred and fitry thoufand pounds, 
He inveighed againit the referve 
which had been made; and he infi- 
nuated, that no perfons out of the 
miniftry could conjecture what might 
be concealed under the cover of the 
large {ums allotted to the bankers. 
The very notion of acting with 
bankers was in his opinion repreheu- 
fible ; and he declared thatin Frances 
it was a coitimon adage, * obrain 
but poffeffion of the bankers and you 
may manage the wholekingdom.” 
He very much dreaded, that great 
influence might be employed through 
the medium of bankers; and that 
the loan, if it was bad for the pub- 
lic, might be beneficial in eitablith- 
ing the power and connections of the 
minilter. 

He entered into the mode of mak- 
ing a loan by competition, and ex. 
prefled his approbation of it. He 
affirmed that an offer of a compe- 
tition from four gentlemen of unde- 
niable re{ponfibility had been fub- 
mitted to the treafury ; and he could 
not conceive upon what grounds 
they had been neglected. After 
pretling this point with great earneit- 
nefs, he moved the following refo- 
lutions: *¢ 4, Thatit is the opinion of 
this houfe, that all future loans 
fhouid be conducted in a manner 
which may beft conduce to the re- 
duction of thenationaldebr, or which 
at leaft may not obitru¢t fuch reduc- 
tion, but rather manifett the in- 
tention of government to proceed in 
due time to fuch a meafure. 2. That 
it is the opinion of this houfe, that 
whenever it fhall be thought expe- 
E dient 
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dient in negociating a public loan, 
to deal with individuals, and not on 
the foot of an open fubfeription, the 
whole fum to be raifed, thall be bor- 
rowed ot or taken from fuch indivi- 
duals, without referve of any part 
for the future difpofal of any mi- 
niiter.’” 

Earl Fitzwilliam differed entirely 
in opinion trom lord Shelburne, and 
could not be perfuaded that any 
blame ought to be thrown out on 
the negociators of the loan. He 
urged the extreme preflure of the 
moment, ftated the condition of the 
army and the navy, and the necet- 
fit tor money to carry on the pur- 
poles of government. A few cays 
only could be allowed to tranfadt the 
low; and a creat variety ot unfa- 
vourable circumitances were upon 
tho fide ot minittry. It was tinpol- 
iible to conceal trom the money 
lenders, that twelve millions were 
wanted ; and in regulating the bar- 
& ain, there could be no better rule 
than the price of che funds at the 
time. He allowed that dome gen- 
tlemen had advifed a competition ; 
but in order to effeét one, he re- 
“gminded the noble lord, that there 


ought neceflarily to be two fets of 


bidders. 

As tothe refolutions which had 
been moved, he regarded the one to 
be without any ule or neceility, and 
the other to be wild and improper. 
It was demonitratively obvious, that 
all loans fhould be made with an in- 
tention to proceed in due time to the 
reduction of the national debt. In 
fact, the prefent loan was tranfacted 
with that view ; and the more it was 
examined it would appear the more 
veatonable and expedient. 

Lord Stormont jultified the loan 
trom the peculiarity of the circum- 
fiances in connection with it; and 
' probated the centure thrown out 
agwinit at an the crounds af 


IS 


the 





H AND 


refervation which had been made, 
He taid that the eleven perfons who 
contracted tor it were offered the 
whole without any refervation, if 
they would take it at better terms 
tor the public. But that they would 
not go intothe views of the nevocia- 
aan There were difficulties in the 
bulinefs; and thefe had chiefly 
arifen from the prepoitcrous condud 
of the late adminiftration. — In the 
moment when the nation was flufh. 
ed with the idea of peace, and had 
not inquired into its articles, they 
ought to have concluded a loan, 
Their delay was oppreifive to the 
pretent minitry, and an injury to 
the country. They had aéted with 
a ftriking degree ot imprudence, and 
taking advantage of their own er- 
rors, they oppoted their fucceffors 
tor not having done what they had 
rendered it impoflible for them to 
do. The loan could not be termed 
an advantageous one ; but it was as 
good as could have been expected 
trom the obttacles which had been 
raifed aguinil it. Upon the fide of 
the prefent adminiftration, there 
were integrity of intention and firm 
nels of proceedings; and he hoped 
that no noble lord would be led af- 
tray by the flowers of eloquence or 
the ftafcination of rhetoric. The 
refolutions moved were infidious and 
could operate to no ufeful end, 
‘Their tendency Was pernicious. For 
they might retard the meafures of 
governinent, and fatten an impro- 
per retlection on the negociators ot 
the loan, 

Lord Lough! borough maintained 
that the fir refolution was defective 
anddubious. It affected to infinuatt 
that a loan could contribute to th 
reduction of the national debt. Not 
no idea could be more wildly a 
furd. The loan was calculated 
increafe our debt by the exact {um 


which was borrowed. It could o¢ 
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make itlefs. Neither could the go- 
vernment or the minilter by a mere 
att of loan exprefs an intention of 
reducing the national debt. Yet a 
conttruction of this kind was appli- 
cable to the motion of the noble 
lord. But the action ot borrowing 
money could not in itfelt be a re- 
duction of debt, or difgover a ten- 
dency to it. 

Lord Derby ailirmed, that no real 
or folid objection could be made to 
the loan. He declared that the un- 
happy flate of the country tor fix 
weeks, which had been termed an 
interregnum, Was folely to be 2- 
feribed to the laft adminiitration. 
‘They had loft the confidence of the 
houle of commons; and yet they 
fondly lingered in office to the in- 
jury of the public. = “TPheir conduct 
was more than abfurd, it had been 
dettructive ; and an inquiry ought to 
be made into it, that thofe who had 
given improper advice to the crown 
might be punifhed and held forth to 
fhame. 

Lord Shelburne declared his rea- 
dinefs to join in an addrefs to the 
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throne, to difcover the caufe of the 
interregnum, He did not believe 
that he had loft the confidence of the 
commons ; and he was proud to fay, 
that he had gone out of office hold- 
ing his head higher than thofe who 
came in. He thanked God, that he 
was independent of all parties ; and 
proteited, that if he had not been 
obliged to quit his fituation, he 
would have brought forward great 
plans of reformand ceconomy. It had 
been reproached to the late admini- 
ftration, that they had not made 
the loan. ‘They were preparing, 
however, to do it: and the terms 
intended were very different from 
thofe which had been adopted by the 
preient miniiry. It was not a plan 
of his to have made any refervation 
with a view toinfluence. As to his 
refolutions, he had done his duty by 
moving them; and it remained for 
the houfe to adopt or to reject 
them. 

Notwithftanding the ability of 
lord Shelburne, his refolutions were 
negatived without a divifion ; and 
the loan bill was paffed, 
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Mr. Pitt's Motion for a Parliamentary Reformation. His Refolutions, Ob- 


ections to them. 
J 


HE idea of a parliamentary 
reform, having gone abroad, 

gave rife toan endlefs variety of fpe- 
culations ; and the prefs held forth 
to obfervation many fchemes of im- 
provement, which had fuggefted 
themfelves to individuals. But 


whatever benefit may accrue from 
the labours of the ftudious and ine 
quilitive, it is in parliament alone 
that any actual and lafling tteps can 
be taken to impreve upon couftitu. 


Defence of them. 


Divifion againft them, 


tional forms, witha vicw to advance 
the happinefs and interefts of the 
fiate. Mr, Pitt, fraught with fenti- 
ments of public virtue, had an- 
nounced his purpofe of calling the 
deliberations of the commons to a 
parliamentary reformation ; and in 
conformity to his notice he opencd 
His views on this important object. 
He declared that he felt 
fenfations of awe and difh- 
culty ofembarrafiment and diffidence 
E 2 when 
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when he rofe to take into confider- 
ation a topic fo weighty as that of the 
principles of a conititution, which 
was alike theenvy and admiration of 
the world. He was deeply confci- 
ous of the difficulty of the tatk 
which he had undertaken, He beheld 
the conftitution of his country with 
wonder and gratitude. It beitowed 
upon Englifhmen privileges fo dear 
and valuable, fo advantageous and 
dignified, that they were beyond 
the reach of the fubjects of any 
ether nation. There was not onthe 
furface of the globe a form of go- 
vernment which could be compared 
with it, and which was fo nearly 
allied to the perfection of freedom. 
He was not prefumptuous enough to 
think of laying violent hands ona 
conttitution fo pure and fo worthy 
of veneration. He meant not to 
difplay any mark of a mad and ¥i- 
fionary zeal, by attempting an in- 
novation on what our anceftors had 
purchafed at fo great an expence of 
blood and treafure, and had deliver- 
ed to us as the mott facred of all 
trafts. His with was infinitely dif- 
ferent. He defired to reftore the 
true fpirit to our conflitution, and 
to bring it back to that ability and 
viyour which time and changes, ac- 
cident and events, had contributed 
to enfeeble and diminith. 

The ftate of parliamentary repre- 
fentation was partial and inadequate. 
The progrefs of an undue influence 
was alarming and ominous. The 
true {pirit of liberty had decayed. 
The powers of check and controul in 
the diferent branches of the govern- 
ment were debilitated. “There were 
clamours without doors; and in 
fearch of a fit remedy to our griev. 
ances, anairy {peculation went torth, 
and engendered vifions and chimeras, 
Ideas of reform impracticable and 
romantic were conceived, and were 
fortunately deftined to die away in 
the hands of their invgntors, In 
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what he was about to propofe, fig 
was animated with a fincere pailion 
to promote the proiperity of his 
country. He begged, therefore, to 
be heard with difpaffion and without 
prejudice. 

The meafure he meant to pro 
pofe, was not defigned to gratify any 

rticular defeription of men. But 
. believed it would tend etlentially 
to cure the grievance in view, to 
calm the minds of the public, and 
to revive the true fpirit of the con- 
{titution, without opening too wide 
a door for experiments and innova- 
tion. The conftitution of England con. 
fitted of three eftates, each of which 
had its peculiar and feparate pre- 
rogatives. Thefe different preroga. 
tives, notwithitanding, co-operated 
together in the prefervation of the 
empire; and, thoughfeemingly dif. 
cordant, united in matters ot high 
confequence and moment. The 
equipoife of thefe eftates was ad- 
jutied with great nicety, and while 
it kept its centre, the conittitution 
would neceflarily be productive of 
liberty. From the advances, how- 
ever, of corruption and the pro 
grefs of exertions of influence, it 
was univerfally known and acknow- 
leged that the houfe of commons 
had departed trom the original fpirit 
and rules of the conftitution, and 
that the people of England com- 
plained with reafon and juttice, that 
there fubfifted not between them 
and their reprefentatives that tind 
community of interett and language 
which ought invariably to have pre 
vailed, 

For this difeafe it was neceflary 
to feek fora remedy. A variety of 
fchemes had been pointed out a ad 
quate and practicable ; but they it 


luftrated rather the zeal than the | 


wifdom of thofe who had tormed 
them. An idea had been entertained 
by fome of an equal and univerial 
reprefentations This idea appeared 


ee] 




































2 3x 















RP OES 


FOREIGN 


him to be wild, extravagant, and 
impracticable. It involved an end- 
lefs multitude of contraaictions, and 
would lead to a fyitem of oppreflion 
snd tyranny. They mutt not give 
way to fuch vague theerles. No al- 
teration fhouic be made upon the 
confticution, but with the mott 
wary jealoufy, and the moit-wake- 
ful {ufpicion. [he meature he had 
to propote was gentle, moderate, 
and fate. He would throw it for 
the fake of per{picuity into the form 
ot refolutions ; and he begged that 
they might not be rejected without 
ve Citcuflion, The main or chief 


a due « 

object of them was an augmentation 
of the numbers of the houfe et com- 
mors, by the addition of county 


mem ers, and members for the me- 
tropolis. Such members he ftated 
as the leaft liable to impurity and 
corruption, and as thofe whom the 
people regarded with the greatett 
confidence. An addition of this fort 
would, of confequence, eftablith a 
greater community and power of in- 
terefts, between that houfe and the 
people ; and would operate to the 
extinction of thofe doubts and jea- 
loufies which prevailed without doors 
of improper influence and corrupt 
motives, It would at the fame time 
be a means of fupporting every 
honeit adminiftration, by checking 
thofe fluctuations of government 
which had abounded fo much of 
late, and which foreign nations 
decmed fo ditgraceful to this coun- 
try. 

It was his opinion that an addition 
fhould be made of at leaft one hun- 
dred county members; yet if it 
fhould be contended that two addi- 
tional members for each cou nty was 
futhcient, he fhould think that the 
acquifition of that point, though 
only a partial application of his pro- 
polition, would be a confiderable im- 
provement of the conflitution. With 
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regard to what were termed the rot- 
ten boroughs, he did not with to de- 
itroy their rights. For the arbitray 
ry disfranchiling of any electors was 
a ftroke of tyranny and injuttice. 
But he efteemed it right, that where 
a majority of the voters of fuch 
boroughs were convicted of corrupe 
tion, a ground of disfranchifement 
fhould be opened againit them, ‘That 
the innocent, howevef, might not 
fuffer with the guilty, he accounted 
it expedient that the virtuous mino- 
rities of fuch boroughs fhould be ens 
titled to vote for the counties where 
the disfranchifed boroughs were fie 
tuated. There could be no better 
method of preferving boroughs from 
corruption. 

He had three refolutions to fubs 
mit to deliberation, The firft he 
imagined would be affented to with 
little hefitation. Of the fuccefs of 
the fecond, he entertained fanguine 
hopes ; and concerning the third, he 
obterved, that, though it might meet 
with oppofition, he wasdifpoted to be- 
lieve that it was founded in reafon and 
propriety. Thefe refolutions were 
of the following import. ‘¢1. That it 
was the opinion of the houfe, that 
meafures were highly neceffary to 
be taken for the farther prevention 
of bribery and expence at eleétions. 
2. Uhat for the future, when the ma- 
jority of voters for any borough 
fhall be convicted of grofs and 
notorious corruption before a felect 
committee of that houfe, appointed 
totry the merits of any election, 
fuch borough fhould be disfran- 
chifed, and the minority of voters 
not fo convicted fhould be intitled to 
vote for the county in which fuch 
borough fhall be fituated. 3. That 
an addition of knights of the fhire, 
and of reprefentatives of the metro- 
polis fhould be added to the ftate of 
the reprefentation.” 

Mr. Pitt obferved, that if he 
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fhould fucceed in thefe refolutions, 
it was his intention to bring in a bill 
upon their refpective principles ; 
and thatit would then be proper to 
difeufs and decide upon the precife 
number of the new knights of the 
fhire, and of the other regulations 
and reftrictions which might be ufe- 
ful and expedient. 

Mr. Powis argued with ability a- 
ainit the principles of Mr. Pitt. 
fe infitted that the grievance fhould 

be pointed out and explained before 
any alteration fhould be made in the 
conttitution of the houfe. Ideas of 
reform fo extravagant had gone a- 
broad, that it was neceflary to pro- 
ceed with the greateft caution. He 
talked with ridicule of the duke of 
Richmond's fcheme of univertal re- 
prefentation; and declared that the 
noble retormer being filled with the 
grandeur of his fubject, difdained to 
regard the narrow limits of practica- 
bility. He aflerted that the people 
of England felt no real grievance; 
but that their patlions had been ¢xe 
cited by incendiaries, who had been 
fent into the diflerent counties to 
promote the butinefs of petitioning 
for a reform ot parliament. But 
though petitions had been trantmit- 
ted requetting a reiorm, yet they 
made no fpecific charges of crimina- 
lity or grievance. 

An appeal was made to ancient 
times when our conititution was vir- 
tuous, and an anxious wiih wis ex- 
pretled that the true {pirit ofour go- 
veroment fhould be reitored. He 
was however at a lofs to recollect 
the period when there exited a vir- 
tuous and uncorrupted reprefenta- 
tien. Under what prince, and in 
what wra, were we to look for thofe 
hap; vs thole chatte, thote halevon 
days? The country might indeed 
labour undera difeaies: but he with- 
ed that betore the phy heians fhould 
pretebe for it they would eftablih 
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and explain its prognoftics. The 
conftitution had lafled long, and he 
believed it would laft much longer, 
unlefs it was tampered with. Poli. 
ticians might be compared toquacks; 
and in the prefent cafe their beha- 
viour was not more abfurd than that 
of the doétor, who meeting in the 
ftreet a lame man fhould fay to him, 
** Good God, Sir, how came you 
by that leg. It is fhorter than the 
other. I wonder how you walk 
with it?’ The lame man might 
naturally enough reply, ** I was born 
with my leg in this condition. The 
infirmity is a natural one, and does 
not prevent me from doing my duty 
as a citizen, churchwarden, clergy. 
man, or militia officer. | can walk, 
dance, and jump, notwithtianding 
my lamenefs; and have been able 
to do fo thefe twenty years.” ** Your 
cafe, however, refumes the quack, 
is critical and unfeemly. I mut 
take you under my direction. I mut 
break your leg in orcer to cure it.” 
In this light he confetled the refo- 
lutions which had_ been read {truck 
his underftanding. It was ridicu- 
lous to offer advice and remedies 
where they were neither afked for 
nor wanted. To give way to jea- 
joufies on the fubject of reprefenta- 
tion, Was to court difficulties with. 
out neceility ; and to new-model the 
tabric of our liberties, was to {port 
with a truft the moft invaluable. 
He protefled himfelt to be as inde- 
pendent as any man could be; his 
love ot his country was fincere and 
ttrong ; and he was ready to facri 
fice his lite for its fupport. But he 
would by no means confent to in- 
volve the kingdom in danger trom 
a vain expectation of advantages, oF 
from a prepofterous indulgence ia 
hopes that were never to be real- 

ized. 
Mr. T. Pitt intimated his dread 
of changes, and an ieee 
en 
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let any encouragement fhould be 
eiven to thofe impracticable plans of 
reform which were floating on the 
mblic. He expretied a ttrong dif- 
approbation at the madnets ot theo- 
nfs. But though he was an ene- 
my to vilionary {fpeculations, he was 
friendly to reforms upon coniuitu- 
tional principles ; and he could not 
but beitow his affent to reioluuons 
which held forth fpecific remedies 
upon practical grounds. ‘They in- 
volved no new principles, refcinded 
no ancient rights arbitrarily, and 
citablithed no dangerous precedents, 
The county members were no 
doubt the mott refpe&table part ot 
the reprefentatives of the people ; 
and it would certainly be an im- 
provement on the conttitution to 
augment their number. He ac- 
knowledged, however, that the mea- 
{ure fhould be cautioutly carried 
into execution; and that the aug- 
mentation of new knights fhould 
not be too great. The conftitution 
was a fyftem fo nice and fo complhi- 
cated, that its mechani{in required to 
be touched with the greatett fkill. 
It was his opinion that the refolu- 
tions pointed at an increafe of mem 
bers that would render the houfe of 
commons too bulky and unwieldy 
tor butinefs. It feemed to him that 
the addition of one member to each 
county in England and Wales was 
futhicient. ‘To overfhoot the mark 
would tend to mifchief and calami- 
ty. He admired the limited mo- 
narchy under which we lived; and 
he could defire nothing more an- 
sxioully than that all its checks fhould 
remain unimpaired, ‘There was 
danger in giving too much power 
to the people as well as to the prince. 
It was a pleafure to him to obferve 
that the refolutions did not meddle 
with the burgage tenures ; for thefe 
he confidered as fortreffes againft 
she influence of the minifter. Yet 
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from the peculiarity, of his Gtuation 
he was fenfible that by this opinion 
he would expote himfelf to the 
charge of felfithnefs, As a proof 
however, of his fincerity, he was 
ready to make a voluntary facrifice 
ot his borough to fave the reit. It 
was of little canfequence to the na- 
tion whether he or his pofterity 
fhould have a feat in the houfe of 
commons, provided the conftitution 
fhould be confirmed in its thrength 
and purity. 

Againtt Mr. Fox he direéted him- 
felf with an emphatic earneftnefs. 
He contidered him as the fole mini- 
{fter, and cautioned the houle ae 
gainft the plans and intentions of a 
ftate(man, who made an open avow- 
al of taking every opportunity of 
throwing power into the feale of the 
people. It was his wifh that nei- 
ther the kingly nor the democratic 
branches of theconttitution fhould 
preponderate. ‘To think of break- 
ing the equilibrium of our govern- 
ment was equivalent to a confpiracy 
to deftroy it; and it was of equal 
indifference what part fhould pre- 
vail, ‘To run headlong into pro- 
jects that went to unknit the frame 
of our government, was phrenzy and 
not wifdom, 

Lord Mulgrave did not approve 
of the refolutions. Every precau- 
tion which could be taken to pre- 
vent corruption and undue influence 
had already been applied; and the 
meafures now fuggetted feemed to 
be idle and nugatory. Human nae 
ture muit itfelt be reformed before 
men could indulge in the fancy of 
framing a perfect conftitution. A 
political fabric, exempted from 
every fault, was the dream of a vi- 
fionary. The electors who vote 
from difhonourable motives for two 
members to parliament, would not 
regain their integrity and be fixed in 
x by finding on a fudden that they 
E4 had 
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had three to vote for. To yield to 
the fpirit of the petitions which had 
been fent up to the houfe would 
ferve to confirm the grievance to be 
remedied; for other petitions on 
new grounds would be prefented. 
There was not only a meannefs but 
a danger in temporizing. It was a 
timid expedient to yield fomewhat 
to the petitioners from the view that 
they would be lefs diffatisfied than 
if their defires were wholly refufed, 
Even if whatthey afked were bene- 
ficial it would be wrony to grant it, 
The reprefentatives of the people 
are not fent to parliament to hu- 
mour their prejudices. ‘They are 
properly the guardians of the public 
intereft and welfare; and neither of 
thefe objets can be advanced by 
the refolutions which had been pro- 
pofed. 

Lord North confidered the mere 
touching of fo venerable a fabric as 
the- conititution, though for the 
purpofe of amending it, to be a mat- 
ter of dread and apprehenfion. It 
was impoflible to conceive an at- 
tempt of a more delicate nature. It 
was to tamper with a fabric which 
was the boaft of Britons, and the 
admiration of nations. It became 
Fnglifhmen to paufe and to reflect 
deeply before they entered upon fo 
awful an undertaking. The idea 
that the conflitution was difordered 
was atancy; and to treat it as dif- 
eafed, without any evidence of the 
diitemper, was a phrenzy. 

He called for proofs sn weak- 
nefs that required to be repaired. 
Of real and confuming diforders he 
had heard nothing. Undue influ- 
ence and corruption were indecd 
great evils; but they{were natural 
and unavoidable. He deplored them 
as misfortunes and calamities; but 
they could not be effectually guard- 
ed againit, any more than convul- 
fions and earthquakes. He faw no 
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reafon for complying with the refa. 
lutions. The fenfe of the creat bo. 
dy of the people of England was not 
contained in the petitions which had 
come from a few counties and bo. 
roughs. Even the fenfe of the 
countiesand boroughs which had fent 
petitions was not exprefled in them, 
‘The petitions were tramed and fub. 
fcribed through the hot zeal and the 
affionate folly of individuals who 

had been feized with the dileafe of 
reformation. He would not vote 
for the addition of a hundred 
knights, nor for fitty, nor for one, 
Thofe who were fond of beginning 
innovations fhould look forward ta 
the point at which they were to ter- 
minate. Innovation, like the gra 
vity of a weight in finking, once 
begun, would carry all before it. 
Deitruction and ruin would enfue, 
To feek a remedy when there was 
no difeafe was itfelf a diltemper, 
When the puny voice of a few dif- 
contented individuals breaks in 
upon the tranquillity of a waft and 
contented multitude, it is difficult 
to reprefs an emotion of indignation 
or fcorn. ‘The balance of the con- 
ftitution would be infringed and vio- 
lated by the addition of members 
for the counties. It would give a 
decided fuperiority to the landed 
intereft over the commercial. It 
would tarnifh the beauty of the 
houfe of commons, which, like the 
general fabric of the Britith legifla- 
ture, provides and preferves a due 
poife between the great interefts of 
the empire; the landed, the com- 
mercial, and the monied. They 
were not the deputies but the re- 
prefentatives of the people. ‘They 
were to be governed by their own 
difcretion, and not by humours and 
faction. They muft not facrifice 
the venerable palladium which ages 
had fanétified, becaufe there had a- 
rifen a wild fpirit of projet; a {pi- 
sit 
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et which had no real foundation, 
and which was only fupported by 
declamation and furmife. 

jt was not true that the houfe of 
commons had nota full and proper 
weight. His political life was a 
proof that it had. Before he was 
honoured with office he had been in 
ariiament. It was parliament that 
made him a minifter. It was a- 
mong the commons that he was firit 
known. He came among them 
without connection. It was tothem 
that he was indebted for his rife ; 
andthey had pulled him down. He 
had been the creature of their opi- 
nion and their power. His political 
career was of contequence a proot of 
their independence. The voice of 
the commons was fufficient to re- 
move whatever was dilfpleafing to 
the fentiments ard withes of the 
country; andin fucha fituation to 
parade about a rctormation was idle, 
unneceflary, dangerous, aid inex- 
pedient. 

Mr. Beaufoy contended that it 
was unconttitutional to treat with 
contempt the petitions of the people. 
The fituation of the times called for 
a reform. The reprefentation of 
the people was partial and inade- 
quate. The theory of the conftitu- 
tion acknowledges general rights ; 
but in practice eftablithes incom- 
plete and local privileges, The 
theory of the conilitution fuppofes 
a due connection between the people 
and their reprefentatives ; but its 
practice derides altogether that con- 
nection, It is to the want of an 
impartial and full reprefentation of 
the people that all the national evils 
which have arifen of late years were 
tobe imputed. To this caufe the 
American war was to be afcribed ; 
aconteftin which lofs was certam, 
and advantage impoffible ; and there 
grew out of it the fyflematic ex- 
travagance in the expenditure of 


public money, and the exorbitant 

remiums upon loans which had 
io unhappily diitinguifhed modern 
times... 

Toeftablith a famenefs of interett 
between the people and the houfe of 
commons is the object and principle 
of the refolutions which had been 
read; and it was an improvement 
infinitely to be defired. It offers no 
violence to the rights of any defcrip- 
tion of men; is confonant to the 
genius of our conftitution ; and per- 
tectly adequate to the grievance com- 
plained of. ‘To calumniate innova- 
tion, and to decry it, was prepotterous 
and unwife, Had there never been 
any innovations on the conftitution? 
Could it be forgotten torone moment, 
that all the advantages, civil and 
political, which we enjoy at this 
hour, were in reality the immediate 
and fortunate effects of innovation ? 
lt was by innovations that the Eng- 
lith conititution had grown and flou- 
rifhed, Jt was by innovations that 
the houfe of commons had rifen to 
importance. It was at different eras 
that the counties and towns were em- 
powered to elect reprefentatives, 
Even the office of fpeaker was an in- 
novation; for it wasnot heard of 
till the reign of Richard IT. What 
was more, the freedom of fpeech, 
which was now valued fo highly, 
was an innovation; for there were 
times when no member dared to give 
rein to his fentiments; and when 
his head mutt have anfwered for the 
boidnefs of his tongue. To argue 
againft innovations was to argue a- 
gainit unprovements of every kind, 
When the followers of Wickliffe 
maintained the caufe of humanie 
and reafon againft abfurdity and 
fuperitition, ** no innovation” was 
the cry; and the §res of perfecution 
blazed over the kingdom, Let there 
be no innovation is the maxim of the 
ignorant, the interelted, and the 
worthlefs, 
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worthlefs. It is the favourite tenet 
of the fervile advocate of tyranny. 
It is the motto which bigotry has 
inferibed upon her banners. It 1S 
the barrier that oppoies every 1m- 
provement, political, civil, and re- 
ligious. . : 

To reprobate all innovations on 
the conftitution is to fuppote that it 
is perfect. Bur perfection was not 
its attribute either in the Saxon or 
Norman times. It is not its attii- 
bute in the prefent moment. In 
former ages its detects have been re- 
medied with advantage ; and is no 
farther care to be extended to it ? 
While ic is diftant from pertcction it 
is right to make it approach to it. 
Alterations are perpetually necef- 
fary in every conftitution ; for the 
government fhould be accommodat- 
ed to the times, the circumftances 
of which are ever changing. When 
the Stuarts afcended the throne, the 
circumftances of the times and the 
difpofition of the people called for 
alterations. It was the misfortune 
of that family to oppofe itfelf to 
thefe circumttances and that difpo- 
fition. ‘The confequences were tatal 
to it. Our fituation required the 
remedies which were prefcribed, 
The propofed refolutions were falu- 
tarv. They were the proper means 


to invigorate a conftitution which ° 


had run to decay ; and they were the 
only fecurity which could be ob- 
tained againit the profligacy of the 
times, the corruption of the people, 
and the ambition of the crown. 

Mr. Fox was an advocate for par- 
liamentary reformation, In his 
opinion the conftitution required 
innovation and renovation. Its na- 
ture expofed it to change ; and its 
beauty did not confit in theory but 
in practice. The contrary opinion 
he knew to be common; but he was 
not the lefs attached to his fenti- 
ments becaufe they were tometimes 
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fingular. He thought the Engtiq 
conititution admirable in practice, 
and very faulty in theory; and he 
regarded itas one of its chief ex. 
cellencies, that it was capable of 
renewed improvements by involving 
in itfelf a renovating principle, It 
might thus be gradually carried to 
perfection. 

Many fpeculations hadtaken place 
about the duration of parliament; 
and to the want of fhort parliaments 
fome perfons attributed all our ca- 
lamities. In turning over the pages 
of our hiftory he had obferved, that 
the nation was brilliant and fuccefs- 
ful when parliaments were frequent, 
But it was alfo to be remarked that 
for many vears after the paffing of 
the feptennial act the country had 
been at the pinnacle of its glory. 
He could therefore infer no decifive 
conclufion on this fubject ; and per- 
haps the conftitution was not old 
enough to hold outa fufficient num- 
ber of facts from which to argue 
upon it. This, notwithttanding, 
was no argument againtt reforms 
where expediency and reafon dirett- 
ed; and in the prefent cafe, he was 
certain that innovations were ne- 
ceflary. It was an error to fay, that 
the addition of more knights for the 
{hires would make the landed inte- 
reft to overmatch the commercial. 
For the landed and commercial in- 
teretls were infeparable ; nor did he 
entertain any apprehenfions of the 
arillocracy which it was conjectured 
would thence arife. For although 
the motion went to a refolution to 
add more members to the counties 
and metropolis, it prevented not the 
infertion of counteraéting regula- 
tions in the bill. , 

He cenfured the oftentation with 
which Mr. T. Pitt had offered to 
make a facrifice Of his borough of 
Old Sarum. It was an empty a0 


frivolous flourifh, For as the offer 
gour 
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could not be accepted there was no 
merit in making it. : 

To throw a ridicule en the poli- 
tical {peculations of public bodies of 
men and of individuals, he regarded 
as illiberal and unjuft. Sydney, 
Locke, and other writers, had fpe- 
culated beyond the line of practica- 
bility. But their books were not 
therefore ufelefs. Much good had 
refulted from their fpeculations, and 
great helps to political beauty and 
harmony might be extracted from 
them. The conttitution of the 
country had a refemblance to that 
of an individual. It was to be fed 
and nourifhed. There were nutri- 
ments which were proper for it ; and 
diforders to which it was expofed. 
It was the duty of the houle of 
commons toattend to the complaints 
of the conftitution, and to adminifter 
the proper relief. To allow every 
man to vote for a reprefentative to 
parliament, who was not a fool or a 
madman, was wildne{s and extrava- 
gancy. But it was right that the 
people fhould have a large fhare in 
the government; and that falutary 
iteps fhould be takeh for the redrefs 
of gricvances, 

The lord advocate for Scotland, 
who had diftinguifhed himfelf by his 
zeal tor prerogative, fufpended his 
natural fentiments upon the prefent 
occafion, He withed to recommend 
himfelf to Mr. Pitt, and afferted his 
approbation of his refolutions. He 
itood up the advocate of the people ; 
and affirmed that the yielding to 
their wifhes would be the happiett 
means of putting an end to their 
complaints, and would certainly give 
a treth infulion of fine blood into the 
coniitution of the houfe of com- 
mons. He had confidered the re- 
form with the greateft attention, 
and had made up his mind to‘it. 

Mr. Rigby declaimed againft the 
faction, and exprefied a itrong af- 
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tonifhment at the politic conveni- 
ence with which the learned lord 
could depart from fentiments which 
he had inculcated with a pertinaci- 
cus heat. It added to his furprize 
that his lordihip did not fo much as 
take the trouble to tiate the reafons 
of his fhifting his opinions. He then 
exclaimed againft the parliamentary 
reformers ot every complexion ; and 
infiited that the influence of the 
crown had been too much diminthh- 
ed. This diminution of influence 
was a bar again{ft the execution of 
bufinefs. It is inconvenient for mi- 
nifters, and introduces a languor 
and delay in all the executive parts 
of government. The influence of 
the crown was an ingredient in the 
conftitution not lefs ufetul than the 
power of the commons; and he 
trufted that the time was not far dif- 
tant when its influence fhould be re- 
ftored to its former neceflary ex- 
tent. 

Sir Watkin Lewes commended 
the refolutions; but acknowledged 
that they did not go to the extent of 
his withes; and he doubted whe- 
ther they would completely pleafe 
either his conftituents or the public. 
They deferved his fupport, how- 
ever, and would obtain it, as they 
tended in fome meafure to fecure the 
independence of parliament. He 
obferved,, that in the ardour of de- 
clamation fome improper expreffions 
had been applied to the prejudice of 
bodies of men, and individuals, 
whofe love of their country had in- 
duced them to think of fchemes of 
reformation, ‘I'he appellation of 
vifionarics and incendiaries implied 
a reflection of fo mortifying and 
grofs a kind, that it deteated its own 
purpofe, and inftead of being be- 
lieved, gave a wound to the perfons 
who could employ fuch language. 
He conjured the commons not to re- 
ject the petitions of the people; but 
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to fhew to them the grcateft atten- 
tion. This was at all times due to 
them; and was the more fo now, 
as a compenfation tor the difs 
memberment of the empire, and the 
lols of America. It was neceflary, 
jn order to revive the commerce, 
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and to recover the dignity of the 
remaining portions of the toy ereiyn 
ty of Great Britain. 

After a very fpirited debate the 
houfe divided; and Mr. Pitt’s mo. 
tion and refolutions were lott by 4 
majority of 293 lO 149. 
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Fhe Cafe of the Rifbop of London, and Lewis Difncy Ffytchey Efg. Re 


fignation Bonds refpecting Church Liwings. 


Duefiions with regard to them 


The Judges approve not the Conduct of the Bifhop. Debate upon the Sub» 


yeas. 
May 9 ie the houfe of peers the 


Important caule between 
the right reverend Robert, bifhop 
of London, and Lewis Diiney 
Fiytche, efq. attraéted an uncom- 
mon attention, and was argued and 
difcufled with great ability and learn- 
ing. As it includes a national point 
of the higheit moment, it is necef- 
fary to enter into it with care, and 
to flate the proceedings which were 
held in it at confiderable length. 

The rectory of Woodham Wal- 
ter, in Effex, in the diocefe of Lon- 
don, having become vacant, the 
bifhop of London, upon the re- 

ue of the patron, Lewis Difney 
Ffytche, e{q. waved the advantage 
ot the lapfe, and permitted him to 

refent the rev. Mr. Eyre to the 
iving. But finding that Mr. Eyre 
had granted a bond to Mr. Ffytche 
in a penalty of 300o0l. to refign the 
reGory when it fhould be required 
ot him, the bithop retufed to allow 
him inftitution. Upon this Mr. 
Fivtche brought a writ of guare im- 
pedit in the court of Common Pleas, 
and a decifion was given in his fa- 
vour. The bifhop diffatisfied with 
this judgment, brought a writ of 
¢rror in the court of King’s Bench, 
which affirmed the judgment of the 


Decifion of the House of Peers. 


court of Common Pleas. 
this difappointment — the 
brought his writ of error to the 
houle of peers; and expreffed his 
hope that the judgments from which 
he appealed fhould be reverfed. 
Atter the counfel had been heard, 
lord ‘Lhurlow inquired into the 


Under 


quettion, and remarked the conf 7 
quence of a conclufive decifion on | 


a point fo intimately connected with 
4 numerous fociety of men. He 
condemned the idea that a clergy 


man fhould ever give a bond to his 7 


patron for any confideration. tt 
feemed to him thatthe patron might 
differ in fome points with the etts 


blithed church ; and with a view 


the omiffion of thefe points he 
might oblige the incumbent to enter 
into a refignation bond; holding 
him by this means in his power, 
and obliging him to fubmit to bi 
requifitions. ‘The patron he com 
fidered as the truftee of the publi 
to difpofe of the living. But it wa 


requifite, in his opinion, that there | 


fhould be a right to cxamine into 
the merits of the party prefented 
This right ntenael to the bifhops; 
and the ecclefiaftical law even went 
farther; for there was a check up 
on thefe by ay appeal to the metro 
politad 


bithop | 
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litan. As the decifion, however, 
of the prefent cate was moft mo- 
mentous, he defired to take the 
opinion of the judges upon a few 
queitions which he had drawn up 
with that intention. Thefe quef- 
tions were to the following pur- 

ofe. 

««, Whether an agreement made 
between the incumbent, on a bene- 
fice with cure of fouls, and the pa- 
tron thereof, whercby fuch incum- 
bent undertakes to avoid the faid 
benefice, at the requeft of fuch pa- 
tron, be not an agreement tor a de- 
weft to the faid patron ? 

“2. Whether, ifa patron fhall pre- 
fent any parfon to any benefice with 
cure of fouls, for, or by reafon of 
any fuch agreement, fuch prefenta- 
tion will not be void ? 

3 Whether a bond given by 
the incumbent, on a benefice with 
cure of fouls to the patron thereof, 
in the fum of 3cool. defeafible on- 
ly by the faid incumbent avoiding 
the faid benefice, at the requett of 
the faid patron, (whether the value 
of the incumbency be greater or lefs 
than the faid fum of 30001.) be not 
a bond for fecuring a benefit to the 
faid patron ? 

4. Whether, if a patron fhall 
preient any parfon to apy benefice 
with cure of fouls, tor, or by rea- 
fon ot any fuch bond, fuch prefen- 
tation will not be void ? 

s- Whether the ordinary of a 
diocefe, wherein any benefice with 
cure of fouls lies, be compcliable 
by law to accept the refignation of 
the incumbent thereof, in a cafe 
where the refignation fhould appear 
to be not fpontaneous, but at the 
inflance of another, and under the 
coercion of a bond to pay money in 
cafe of a neglect or refufal to re- 
fign ? 

, 6. Whether a bond given by the 
dacumbent on a benefice with cure 
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of fouls, to the patron thereof, ia 
the fum of 30001. deteafible only 
by fuch act as afterwards to be done 
by the ordinary, be not a bond for 
the benefit of the faid patron in re- 
fpeS% of the contingency, which 
fuch incumbent cannot controul ? 

7. Whether, if a patron hall pre- 
fent any parfon to any benefice with 
cure of fouls, for, or by reafon of 
any fuch lait mentioned bond, fuch 
prefentation be not void ? 

8e Whether the unfitnefs of the 
clerk of the defendant be apparent 
and fufliciently certain ? 

g. Whether the undue influence 
of the patron over the clerk be a bar 
againtt his maintaining an action on 
the toundation of the bond ? 

19. Whether the alledged unfit. 
nefs againft the pasron be traver- 
fible ?” 

It appeared to lord Mansfield that 
thefe queflions were not perfectly 
fulficient to remove every difficulty 
in the cafe; and onthis account 
he defired that two quettions more 
fhould be propofed to the judges. 

*¢ it. Whether the retufal of ad- 
mitting, inftituting, and inducting 
the clerk of the defendant, is fufhe- 
cient in law ? 

i2. Whether the bond is good 
and valid, or corrupt and void in 
law ?” 

The opingons of the judges did 
not uniformly concur with regard to 
thefe quettions; but while they ot- 
fered their fentiments, and enforced 
them by authorities and reafonings, 
they were agreed in one particulars 
and pronounced that the bifhop of 
London had improperly refufed to 
induct the clerk of the defendant. 

In a cafe of this kind the bifhops, 
as might have been expeéted, were 
folicitous to diflinguifh themfelves, 
The bithop of Salifoury was decided 
im his opinion againit the legality of 
refignation bonds ; and looked for- 
ward 
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ward to thé decifion of the houfe, as 
involving in it confequences of great 
weight with refpect to the parochial 
clergy of this country, with refpect 
to the church of England, and with 
refpect even to the decency of reli- 
gion. The foundation of the quef- 
tion feemed to reit on 31 itat. of 
Elizabeth, which was pafled with a 
view to protect the ecclefiattical law. 
By the ecclefiattical law, fimony 
was confidered as a crime of a deep 
dye; and by fimony he underftood 
any corrupt agreement between a 
patron and a clerk relative’to the ob- 
taining of abenclice. Now the ec- 
cletiattical law could only punith the 
clerical offender; and hence the le- 
giflature interpofed ; and the act of 
Elizabeth inflicts penalties on the 
patron, the corrupter, the tempter, 
and the partaker of the guilt. ‘his 
act was not deprivative, but accu. 
mulative. It deprived not the ec- 
clefiaftical judge of his power; nor 
withdrew the clerk trom the jurif- 
diction of his ordinary; nor dif- 
pented with the oath againtt fimony, 
to which every prefentce had been 
liable. Its chiet object was to de- 
ftroy corrupt influence, motives of 
intereft, and abufe of power on the 
part of the patron. Thefe were 
accounted crucl evils in thofe days ; 
and they had yrown fince to a mag- 
nitude and flrength which threaten- 
ed to overthrow every check and 
controul of reafon, honour, decen- 
cy, and religion. 

The quettion under review was 
not to be decided by former cafes 
and by precedent. It 1s fpecific in 
its circumitances ; and exclutively of 
the bond, on the fole ground of the 
gift of Elizabeth, the prefentation 
of the detendant was void. Every 
prefentee is obliged before inftitution 
to take the oath againit fimony ; and 
the fenfe of thet oath is abundantly 
obvious. It cannot be mifunder- 
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ftood ; but it has too often been re. 
conciled to confctence. Temptation 
operates too forcibly on minds not 
fixed in the impreifions of duty ; and 
a fecret wifh is often foftered thar 
the impofition of the oath could be 
fuperceded, or that it fhould be ex. 
pounded differently from its true im. 
port. ‘The unexpected offer of a 
rich benefice, the oppreffion of po. 
verty, and the calls of a numerous 
family, tend to produce a cafuiltry 
that can connect duty with intereit, 
In fuch a fituation, authority and 
precedent are too frequently mitts. 
ken for reafonand right; and the 
fanction of courts fettles conviction, 
Hence it has happened, that bonds 
of relignation have come to prevail 
fo generally. ‘The wretched prefen- 
tee who has fubfcribed a deed of this 
fort, is taken from under the pro. 
tection of the law which extends its 
care to the property of every other 
fubject of the ftate. He is no long- 
er tree; for he enjoys his living at 
the will, or the caprice of the pa- 
tron. He is rendered incapable of 
difcharging many of the moft effen- 
tial duties of his office ; and his con- 
duct takes an unhappy dire¢tion from 
the prejudices, the humours, the opi- 
nions, and even the vices of the 
matter to whom he has fubmitted, 
He is reduced to a precarious depen 
dence; and the patron, to gratify 
his whim, to relieve his wants, and 
to futisfy his refentment, may de- 
mand his avoidance of the living. 
"lhe incumbent has then before him 
refignation or ruin. This wasa caf 
which ought not to be fubmitted to. 
And, on thefe accounts, he moved, 
** thatthe judgments of the courtsot 
Common-pleas and King’s-bench 
in the prefent caufe fhould be rr 
verfed.” 

The bifhop of Bangor was like 
wife of opinion, thatthe judgments 
of thefe courts were improper i 
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‘Mf founded. He contended, that 
many canons were made in the early 
ages of the church in order to pre- 
vent the buying and felling of bene- 
fices; and that there were councils 
without number, which pronounced 
this traffic to be fimoniacal. Many 
egod reafons, accordingly, might 
thence be brought to demonitrate 
the illegality of relignation bonds. 
But as arguments ot this kind were 
unhappily too much difregarded in 
the prefent times, he would obterve, 
that the ftarute book was clear and 
definitive againft bonds of refigna- 
tion of benetices of every deferip- 
tion Should the condition of the 
bonds be either fpecial or general, 
they were within the exprefs letter 
of the 31 it ol Elizabeth ; becaute it 
was not potlible to conceive, that 
a prefentee could in any intlance 
whatever give a bond of refignation 
to a patron, from which the patron 
could not derive fome benefit or re- 
ward directly or indirectly. The 
words of the flatute which guard 
againit the corruption of the patron 
require, that he fhould receive no 
fum ot money, reward, gift, profit, 
or benefit whatfoever, direétly or 
indirectly. Thus then could it be 
conceived, that a bond to refign a 
benefice, the poffeifion and reverfion 
of which bear a price, and have a 
real value, carries no ¢molument of 
any kind tothe patron direétly or 
indirectly ? But even allowing for 
a moment that bonds of refynation 
wie not within the ttrict letrer of the 
tatute, wallit be faid, that they are 
not within the fpirie and defign of 
it? Lawyers may indulge in artifi- 
cial and ufelefs dittinétions ; but ina 
cale like the prefent, no plain un- 
ceritanding could either hefitate er 
be deceived. 

The moft corrupt practices might 
be carried on under the cover of pe- 
neral bonds of refiynation. <A pa- 
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tron may thus ecreét a pernicious and 
illegal jurifdiction over his clerk, 
and may acquire powers fuperior to 
thofe of the ordinary. The ordi- 
nary may fufpend aclerk from the 
exercife of his functions, or may de 
prive him of his benefice. But 
there are rules which direct this bu- 
finefs, and which prevent the ordi- 
nary trom exercifing oppreflion and 
wantonnefs. The party: mult be 
cited to appear; acharge or libel 
mutt be delivered to him ; a compe- 
tent time muit be allowed him to an- 
{wer the charges againit him; he 
mult be heard by countel ; and a fo- 
lemn decilion, trom which there lies 
an appeal, mutt be pronounced. Put 
the patron, who has a bond of refig- 
nation in his pocket, has no occa- 
fion tor all this formality. He can 
deprive his clerk of his living with- 
out trial, without proof, and without 
fentence. 

Benefices are by law freeholds for 
life ; but patrons, by the means of 
refignation bonds, may convertthem 
into ettates tor years, for months, 
or even tor a few days. ‘The in- 
cumbent ts a flave, who muft fubmic 
and be dependent, in oppofition to 
juttice and the law, if bonds of re- 
fignation areypermitted. His powers 
of unity and action are. impaired ; 
and in the prevalence of the cuftom, 
religion, learning, ditcipline, and 
good order, muit all be invaded and 
fufier, 

The bifhop of Landaff thought 
the decition of the queftion might 
eventually atiect the revenue of the 
church. He inilifled upon the uiili- 
ty of an eftablifhed church, and on 
the propricty of guarding againit the 
dimmution ef the revenue appropri- 
ated for its fupport A diminution 
of this revenue might be dangerous 
to the civil community. Now, if 
the legality of weneral bonds of re- 
fiznation fhould be eftablifhed by a 
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decifion in the prefent caufe it would 
produce a direct tendency to en- 
croach in a great degree on the ec- 
clefiaftical revenue. For the petti- 
fogyers of the law, moncy-fcrive- 
ners, land-furveyors, and all the 
fimoniacal jobbers of church proper- 
ty would then confpire with necef- 
fitous patrons, and needy clerks to 
invent and carry into execution an 
endlefs variety of collutive methods 
of robbing the eftablifhment of the 
patrimony which it had received 
from the pious wildom of our an- 
ceftors. 

Nor was it folely in this view, that 
the queflion involved confequences of 
moment. It had a reference to the 
purity of our holy religion. The 
awe and apprehention produced up- 
onthe clergy by general bonds of re- 
fignation, was inconfiitent with their 
condition as preachers of the holy 
Gofpel. ‘They were difgracetul fer- 
ters which ought to be broken. 
They were an unholy traffic, which 
was unknownin any other Proteftant 
church in Chriflendom. It was by 
no means his wifl to fee the clergy 
rendered indolent by an accumula- 
tion of riches and power; but they 
ought furely to be independent of all 
men. It was not fit that they fhould 
be atraid to tell any man ot his fins. 
They ought to be tree to reprove, 
rebuke, exhort, and preach the word 
of God with fincerity. They ought 
to be under no appreheniions of 
fhrinking from their duty. 

For fpecitic bonds of refignation, 
it Was ufualtoaffign fome reafons of 
utility. “hey might bind the clerk 
to a longer relidence in his benefice 
than the law required; and they 
might retrain him from enjoying 
pluralities which the law allowed. 

In thefe cafes, they might be pre- 
per; for an individual, doubtlefs, 
might execute a bond reftrictive of 
his natural or civil liberty, pro. 
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vided the reftriction was for the puts 
pofe ot public utility. But 
had alfo a reference to the conye. 
nience of private families, in pre. 
venting the ceflion of livings by 
the acceptance of bifhopricks, and 
in providing for fons or other con. 
nexions when they were of age tg 
hold livings. Now he conceived 
not the legal validity of thefe rea. 
fons. Bonds in thefe caies were 
not good nor proper. They might 
indeed be advantageous for private 
families ; but they were not advani 
tageous for the public. And by 
public or general utility, all matters 
of this kind ought to be regulated, 
With regard to general refigna 
tion bonds, it was true that there 
were many adjudged cafes; but it 
did not follow that it was right to 
adhere to thefe precedents. The 
weight of authority and the fan@ion 
of ufage might be great and power 
tul; but they refted not always on 
grounds the moft folid. ‘To yield 
blindly to them was a_ pernicious 
maxim. It was not a rule, which 
the courte of his ftudies had recom. 
mended to him. — It was not admit 
ted in philofophy. It was not a 
knowledged in divinity. There were 
no intallable interpreters of the 
Bible, any more than of equity and 
law. Fathers, and councils, and 
churches, had e:red in their deci- 
fions concerning points of faith. In 
the law, decifions equally abfurd 
might be made. It was difficult to 
find two cafes exaétly fimilar ; and 
the flighteft variation in circum 
itances ought to be attended to. But 
even allowing that a cafe may be the 
fame with thofe repeatedly decided; 
yet in the courts below, there may 
prevail an acquiefcence that is timid 
snd improper. But where doubs 
afife, recourfe is to be had to the 
houfe of peers. In the Journals ot 
tha, houfe, there were no precedents 
con 
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concerning the legality or illegality 
of general refignation bonds ; and 
they were completely at liberty to 
difcufs and determine the point. 

As to the ftatutes of the 31ft of 
Elizabeth, and the 12th of queen 
Anne, it itruck him forcibly, that 
they militated againit general refig- 
nation bonds; as it was their ac- 
knowleged object to prevent corrupt 

refentations to benefices. It might 
ye faid, that the words * general 
bonds of refignation ;” were not to 
be found in the flatutes ; but their 
{pirit and fenfe were directed againtt 
them. This would appear very 
clearly if the matters were examin- 
ed by the dry principles of fcholaf- 
tic reafoning. A fyllogifm, he con- 
fefled, was not a mode of argumen- 
tation very common in that houfe, 
nor perhaps was it entirely calculated 
to conciliate its attention. But it 
might ferve to promote a certain in- 
veftigation of the truth, by compref- 
fing the bufinefs within a narrow 
compafs. The fyllogifm he wihed 
to propofe was fimply this. The 
cuftom and practice which fruftrates 

nd deftroys the end and purpofe for 
which an act was originally made, 
cannot be conformable to its fpirit 
and meaning. But general bonds 
of refignation deftroy the end and 
purpole for which the ftatutes in 
queition were framed. Therefore, 
general bonds of refignation cannct 
poflibly be in conformity to the fpirit 
and meaning of thefe ftatutes. Now 
the manner by which they deftroy 
the ends of thefe aéts will appear 
by this example. Let it be fuppofed 
that a living is vacant, and that the 
value of the prefentation is equal to 
soool. By the ftatute of Elizabeth, 
the patron cannot fell the prefenta- 
tion; and by the ftatute of queen 
Anne, the clerk cannot buy it. Un- 
der thefe circumftances, however, a 
-_ bond of refignation puts the 
17°3. 
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parties at their eafe. For the clerk, 
in confequence of it, gets pofleffion 
of the living; and the parron fucs 
his bond, or without a fuit obtains 
poffeffion of it. Thus in defiance 
of ele flatutes, the vacant prefenta- 
tion is virtually fold by the patron, 
and virtually purchafed by the clerk; 
and thus, if general bonds of refig- 
nation be legal, the intention of the 
ftatutes is legally eluded and de- 
feated. 

It was obfervable, that before in- 
ftitution every clerk fwore, that he 
had not made any fimoniacal con- 
tract concerning the procuring of 
his benefice. Of this oath, the 
force depended on the words ** fi- 
moniacal contract.” The term fi- 
mony was indeed complex; yet it 
would be allowed, that every pecu- 
niary contract entered. into by a 
clerk by mcans of which he pro- 
cured a prefentation, and with- 
out which he could not have pro- 
cured it, was a fimoniacal con- 
tract. Now a general bond of ree 
fignation was a pecuniary contract 
entered into by a clerk, in confe- 
one of which he procured a pre- 
entation to a vacant benefice, and 
without which he could not have 
procured this prefentation, It fol- 
lowed, therefore, that a general bond 
of refignation was a fimoniacal con- 
tract. It was in vain to urge, that 
a bond to refign a benefice, was not 
a bond to procure one. An affer- 
tion of this fort might furprize by 
its fubtilty, and tend to throw a ridi- 
cule on the argument ; bur ridicule 
was not the teft of truth. It was 
the cobweb which artful men fpread 
out to entangle the underftandings of 
the weak ; and it was obvious, that 
though a bond to refign a benefice 
and a bond to procure one, were not 
in words the fame thing, they were 
the fame in purpofe and faét. With- 
out the bond, no prefentation would 
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take place. Tt was the contra¢t for 
procuring the living. It was the 
caufe which produced the living ; 
for without it there would have been 
no prefentation. 

The form too of the refignation 

deferved to be confidered. In the 
old Latin form, of which the mo- 
dern Englifh was or ought to be a 
travflation, the clerk tendering Ins 
refignation, ufed thefe words :** Non 
vel metucoactus, vel finiitra aliqua 
machinatione motus, fed ex fponta- 
nea voluntate, pure, ac fimpliciter 
renuncio & refigno.”” Now if lan- 
guage had any meaning, no clerk 
who had given a general refignation 
bond could employ this form, He 
could not seal an exemption from 
fear ; for he was conftrained by the 
terins of the bond. Hecould not fay 
that he was moved by no finifter mo- 
tive; for he was compelled by the ma- 
chinery of the law. He could not fay 
that he acted by the pure and unbi- 
afled impulfes of his will ; for in bis 
cafe, there was no purity, no timpli- 
city, and no fpontanicty. It was, 
that fort of fpontamie:y which a 
man was confcious of when he 
delivered his purfe to a robber, The 
refignation dul not proceed trom 
the tree and intrinfic movement 
ot his own mind; but from the 
compulfive and extriniic energy ot 
his bond. 

The bifhop of Gloucefter apolo- 
gized for calling in quetiion the de- 
citions of the courts ot Wettminfter- 
hall. But though the judgments of 
the feveral courts of jultice, like the 
refponfa prudentum, were intitled to 
high refpect; yet they are not fu- 
serior to objection, ‘The decifions 
of Weitmintler-hall do not confti- 
tute the law. But with regard to 
cafes like the prefent, it is not true 
that there has been a perfect unifor- 
mity of opinion among judges; and 
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if there had, it was the prerogative 
of the houle of peers finally to de. 
cide. 

By the canon law, it is plain, 
that fimony is the giving of a {pir}. 
tual office for a gift or reward. Now 
if the validity of general refignation 
bonds be tried by the eccletiattical 
laws, as they now fubfift, there can. 
not be the fmallett doubt of their 
illegality. In all fuch bonds there 
is a donation and an acceptance, 
which is not gratuitous. There jg 
a gift, a promife, and a {tipulation, 
in order to gain a prefentation toa 
benefice. The prefentation was 
not otherwife to be obtained, A 
tranfaction of this fort is in oppofi. 
tion to the oath required by the laws 
of the church; and it expotes the 
clerk to the punifhiment of depriva- 
tion and difability. ‘The oath is not 
merely aerauiott direct limony, but 
againtt every fimoniacal contra& | 
is not lymited to the ftarure of Eliza. 
beth ; for it was in exittence before 
that act. Ie is therefore not tob 
interpreted by the words of that 
ttatute, but by the fpirit and fenfe ot 
the ecclefiaftical laws; and it is in 
full operation avainit all promifes 
whatfoever. 

The 31% of Elizabeth had two 
objects in view. Of thefe it was the 
firit to bring the matter home to the 
corrupting patron, the feducer to the 
crime, and to infliét a punithment 
upon him. ‘This had been an omif 
hon in the ecclefiattical law, and 
Was very properly remedied by te 
legiflature. ‘The other object of the 
ftatute was to confirm the ecclefiall- 
cal laws, which, while they exprefld 
their abhorrence of fimony, had t 
garded folely the corruption of t 
incumbent. It punithes the patrot 
by voiding his prefentation, and 
devolving the right of prefenting® 
the crown. As the ecclefiattical com 
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Qitutions had done before, it de- 
clares the clerk to be an unfit perfon 
to take the living. ‘The main in- 
tention of the ttatute was to entorce 
the dottrine that all prefenrations 
fhould be gatuitous. It ioflicts pe- 
nalties on all perfons, whether pa- 
trons or clerks, who for any fum of 
money, gift, profit, or benefit, or 
by reafon of any promife, bond, 
covenant, or other ailurance of any 
advantage fhould give a prefentation 
to a benefice, or accept of it. To 
fay, that a bond granted by a clerk 
under a pecuniary penalty, engaging 
to refign the benefice to the patron 
upon his defire, is not an aflurance ot 
advantage to him, is to ule a lan- 
guage againit which common fenfe 
revolts with indignation, and which 
could only fuggett itfelt to pertons 
accultomed to the embarraflinents 
and tricks of legal dillinctions. 

At the fame time, it is to be con- 
fefled, that general bonds of refig- 
nation have by the judges of Weti- 
minfter, been accounted valid in law. 
Even a feries of caufes might be pro- 
duced, in which that fingular doc- 
trine has been eftablithed by the 
judgements of courts. ‘The founda- 
tion of thefe decifions is the notion, 
that tuch bonds may be really given 
for a legal confideration. ‘There 
being a poihbility, that the tranfac- 
tion may be fair, the law fuppofes 
tobe fo. A very diferent con- 
cluion, however ought to be made. 
Itis obvious, that a bond which is 
tudioufly couched in general terms, 
and which conceals the confidera- 
tion for which itis given, and which 
nay be abufed to purpofes of op- 
preffion, is expofed to a {trong fufpi- 
Clon of injuftice and iniquity. If the 
condition were a good one, it would 
ae be concealed ; it would be ex- 
preffed in plain terms, as in fpecial 
bonds. When no condition is named, 
there thould prevail alivel y predump- 
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tion that it is an unfair one, and that 
there exiits abaddelign. His opi- 
nion was by no means fingular. For 
even at the time when the legality of 
general relignation bonds was deter- 
mined by the courts of law, ther 

were lawyers, whofe reputation was 
as greatas their dignity, who main- 
tained the oppofite opinion, Lord 
chief juftice Holt was of opinion, 
** that bonds of refignation were 
bad, becauic eafily applied to a bad 
purpofe ; and becaufe a round fum 
may be fecured by them.” Lord 
keeper North declared of fuch 
bonds, that he was not fatisfied 
they were good in law: and lord 
chief juitice Ryder pronounced thein 
definitively to be illegal. 

Lord ‘Thurlow approved not of 
reforting to the canon law. It had 
nothing to do with the matter. 
Neither was he fond of antiquarian 
conjectures about the origin of the 
rights of patronage, for the end of 
erecting conclufions uponthem, with 
re{pect to topics fo remote. To him 
it appeared more material and wife, 
to flute the true relation between the 
patron and the incumbent, with the 
right pofleiled by the bishop, with 
regard to the ofhce of a clerk. Ie 
could not be disputed, that this of- 
fice was purely ecclefiaftical, and 
that it was conterred by the bifhop. 
The eccletiattical right acquired by 
the incumbent was conferred by the 
bifhop ; and ever fince the ettablith- 
ment of the church of England, 
this ecclefiaftical othce was an office 
tor lite. ‘Lhe bithop could not yive 
it away for any leis time than for 
lite. “Lhe incumbent, accordingly, 
deriving under the bifhop, acquired 
an eftate for life, grounded on the 
original conttitution of the office, 
and invariable by law. 

Under this conttitution of his of« 
fice there was no rule or principle by 
which a clerk could give a bond to 
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@ patron, in orJer to hold the living 
for alefs term than for life. The 
que Rion might be put as toa judge 
giving a bond to refign. Nor was 
the nee dificult. In this cate, 
the bond mult be given to the kings 
and ps or courte be void ; : 
judges would thus be rendered de. 
pende nt upon the fovere ign, initead 
of being ; independent of him. An- 

deer init ance might be appealed to. 
A matter in chancery is an officer 
for life: now fuppoting thar the 

lace is in the gift of the chancellor, 
and that the mafter he appoints gives 
a bond to refign when called upon, 
is it to be conceived that the bond 
would be good at common law ? 
No: the bond would be a bad one. 
For it would be contrary to the in- 
ftitution of the oflice, and 1 Op po- 
fition to the public, the intereit of 
which was concerned in the inde- 
pendence : of the officer appointed. 
Being an officer for lite, no private 
man, becaufe it is his privilege to 
appoint him, can alter his fituation, 
In the fame way, it ought to be ar- 
gued with refpect to general refic- 
nation bonds. They intringed up- 
on an office tor lite ; and it was im- 
poll ble to juitity them. 

The iptereft or relation of a pa- 

tron to a living was clear and de- 
cided. He had furely a nomination ; 
aod it was not difhcult to trace this 
matter to the botto ym. When the 
bithops by an au thori ty inherentin 
their order, or derived from. the 
ope, gave the choice of nominat- 
ing aclerk to the builder of a church 
or its benefactor, they conferred 
only the right of prefenung to the 
bf % wyps a fit perfon tor hi nto nud ge 
of. Tt was the butinefs of the 
bihop to whom the clerk was pre- 
fenied, to inilicute and induct him. 
This was the origin of the right of 
patronage. The conttitucion of th € 
office did not go from the patron to 
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the incumbent ;_ it flowed complete. 
ly trom the bifhop. And the righe 
of the patron was nothing more 
than that of nomination or of pres 
fentation to the bilhop, in order 
that he might choote and decide up 
onthe matter. It might be true, 
that by the avarice of thofle who 
were in pofleffion of preientations, 
this right had grown into a beneficial 
interett. But if the law had up. 
wifely, though by a feries of deci. 
fions, fuffered the fale of bene fices, 
was it right that the practice fh: wuld 
continue, and improper that prefen. 
tations held be directed by their 
original conthtution ? To treat pa- 
trons with computhon, becaufe their 
avarice had inttructed them to make 
a profit to which they had no legal 
claim, was abturd. No court of 
juttice ought to be moved with coms 
paffion to give judgment againit the 
law; trom a dread that the value of 
the eftate in quettion would be dimi- 
nifhed, It might be urged, that thefe 
bonds of refignation were attended 
with no inconvenience. The pof- 
tion was bold and untrue. The 
practice was wicked and dettruétive 
of the ditcipline of the church, and 
a mockery of law. It required, of 
confequence, no common degree of 
eflrontery to affirm v1 avely, that 

there was no inconvenience in it. 
‘The time was come, when it was 
proper to put an end to fuch bonds. 
In their abolition there could be no 
inconvenience. They were full of 
infinite mifchief and feandal. But 
to bri ing the matter to the true point, 
it was proper to take a {trict view of 
the ftitute of Elizabeth. Now by 
this ftutute every ad miffion, inititus 
thon, or induction, was void, for 
W hich the prefen tee has given any 
money, or bother bene fit, or for 
which he has given any bond or other 
affurance for any money or benefit. 
It was a wild abfurdity in many 
7 learned 
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jearned men to allow thata refigna- 
tion bond is a benefit, and then to 
urge that it is nota benefit within 
the ftatute. Now the itatute has 
{sid all benefits. It is not poilible 
to thew that a refignation bond is 
nota benefit within the ftature. 
Doctrines of this fort are fhockhing 
to the underflanding of common 
men. ‘They are difgracetulto com- 
mon fenie. ‘They cannot be re- 
conciled to the dignity and the 
propriety of juttice, — Becaute 
wrongs had been done, it did not 
follow that they fhould continue to 
wrevail. He agreed with the learned 
bis ops, and was for reverting the 
judgments complained of. an 

Lord Mausheld was of an opinion 
altogether oppolite trom lord Thur 
low, and the bifhops. He did not 
conceive that any thing improper 
had been done. The doctrine in 
queition had been regarded by all 
England as fettled for nearly two 
hundred years. From the enactment 
of the flature, the fenfe of the 
judges of all denominations had 
been decided and unitorm. The 
queition was, whether an agree- 
ment by a general bond ot refig- 
nation, in confideration of a prefen- 
tation, was by the 2 ttot Ehazabeth 
fimoniac.l, corrupt, and void? 
The matter under dilpute had no- 
thing to do with the canon law, 
and it had to do as little with the 
othce of aclerk. To yo into thele 
fubjects was to wander iato general 
realonings. 

The te ndency of a corrupt com- 
pact, and its effects, might fhew 
themielves under different afpects. 
They might appear in the quare 
amp dit between the bifhop and the 
perion prefenting; and they inight 
_ in an action between the 
Obliger and the obligce of fuch a 
bond. Th whatever fhape however 
they might appear, the quelticn 
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was unaltered and the fame. Is 
the agreement corrupt and fimgni- 
acal? Allow that it is. It is of 
contequence followed by the for- 
feiture of the turn, by the penal- 
vies of the fiatute, and by the 
avoiding of the bond and the com. 
pact. It is true that the actions 
which have been tried were between 
the obligor and the obligee: but 
flill the queftion recurs, isthe agree- 
ment good or bad within the flaca 
of Elizabeth ? 

Now two objections had been 
made to evince that the preten: cafe 
Was not within the authority of the 
cafes that had been determined. 
The firit dittinction was this: chat 
in the cates adjudged, it did not ap- 
pear that the refignation bond was 
viven previoufly to and in confidera- 
tion of the prefentation. The fecond 
dittin¢tion was, that the bond was 
good, but the prefentation void. 

lere the goodnets of the bond was 
contended, becaule the 31ft of Eli- 
zabeth did not fay, that it fhall be 
void, 

As to the firft diflin&tion it was of 
no confequence. For eve ry bond that 
is given graft be in confideration of 
the prefentation ; as no man in his 
fentes, who had gota living, and 
been initituted and inducted, would 
conceive the idea of executing a 
bond of refignation. As to the 
other objection, that the bond was 
good, but the prefentation bad, it 
was equally frivalous,. This was 
indeed an extraordinary pofition. 
There was here an unnatural mixe 
ture of legality and turpitude. How 
could the tranfa¢tion be a good a- 
greement with refpect to the bond, 
and a bad agreement with refpe® 
to the prefentation? Whatis good 
in one application muft be good 
in another; and it was impoffible 
that what is corrapt in itfelf, could 
be good in one view, and bad in 
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another, The bond and the pre- 
fentation were c jually valid. 

The legality af refignation bonds 
had been judicially ett: ablithed : and 
it was d inverous to overturn antient 
landmarks. He did notknow where 
alterations would lead to. If any 
man were to go back and to argue at 
large upon the fytiem of law that 
has been built upon the ftature de 
donis, it was vcry poflible that it 
could not be maintained upon argu- 
ments, Were any man to argue 
upon the general reafoning and tyf- 
tem of the fatute of ufes, they mig rhe 
be found to be infupportab le upon 
good grounds. But it was better 
that what was cftablifhed fhould re- 
main, though fomewhat erroneous, 
than that contrary judgments fh ould 
endanger contufion and changes. 

Ot the law the great o! ject was 
certainty ; and more particularly in 
thofe branches of it which are ot 

eneral and extenfive operation, 
which affect property, inflict pecu- 
niary penaltics, create perfonal dif- 


abilities, and work torteitures of 


temporal rights. It is of vait con- 
fequence to adhere to what has been 
citublifhed by repeated cCecilions. 
"The mifchiets of a CONTTATY prac- 
tice are without end and of the 
greateit magnitude. ‘The houfe 
of peers ought not to wander in 
fearch of novelties. becaufe they 
were under no controul, and be- 
caule if an erring rule of law had 
crept into ule, thes could rectify it 
in their legiflative cap city, bs 
was an cerrorto {i Ppote that th 

ovughf not to yur c by the ax 
luid down in the courts of law be- 
low. ‘To conceive that they had a 
judgment and rules of their own, 
was unconiiitutional It was their 
duty to give that judement which 
the courts below ou ght to have 
§'vcu in their opinion, They did 
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not fit in a legiflative capacity, 
‘They were not to be governed by 
any “other rules but the rules of 
the law; and thefe rules were com. 
mon to them and to the courts be- 
low. The judgment they pro. 
nounce, fhould be that w hich the 
law judges ought to have given, 
but perhaps did not give from the 
want of proper information. To 
fet afide all that had paffed with ree 
gard to the matter under review 
during a great length of time, was a 
ftepthat involved confequences of the 
mott ftubborn dificulty and hazard, 
Many men of great worth have 
taken refignation bonds who never 
meant to make a bad ufe of them, 
The intent of them was not for 
bad purpofe originally. A  bifhop 
of Salifoury had taken them, and 
openly. Jt did not appear that any 
improper ufe was made of them, 
Nor was it might to infer, that in 
the pretent cale there was any in- 
juttice or demerit. He was fue 
there would be a greater injuttice in 
reveriing the judgments which had 
been pronounced, Let the confe- 
quences of fuch a imeature be re- 
cognized. Many livings in the 
kingdom would be vacated; and 
the king of confequence was inu- 
tled to the prefentation of them, 
Farther, if upon every prefentation 
where a general bond of refignation 
has been granted, the living is made 
void, and the king acquires the 
right to prefent, it is Obvious that 
the patron has incurred a penalty, 
and that the parfon has alfo incur 
red a pen: ity. Yet they had adled 
according to what was underftood 
to be the law of the land. If fuch 
bonds are mifchievous, let them be 
proceeded againft in a proper inan- 
ner. Let a bill be brought in to 
rectity the practice. There can be 
no doubt but that the — 
wi 
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willdo this, if it is right that it 
{ould be done. 

The duke of Richmond obferved, 
that the houfe of peers were not 
bound by the decilions of the 
judges of Weittminiter hall ; but 
he underftood their lordfhips to be 
bound by the tame rules. Policy 
and juitice, he faid, were lometimes 
at variance, but they ought always to 
yotogether, Decifions tor a great 
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Mr. Booth and Mr. Wilmot. A 
meflage trom each informed him, 
that a decifion had taken place in 
Weitminitcr hall, 
Perrin and Blake, which made his 
title not worth a farthing. 
forry for this; but the judgment of 
the King’s-Bench was reverfed b 

the Exchequer Chamber. 
indeed of error was brought to the 
houfe of peers, but it was not in- 


in the cafe of 


He wa 


A writ 


lenyth of years, unappealed from to fifted upon. There was too little 


their lordihips, were a bulwark 
which was notto be overturned upon 
every hatty conception, If the 
wint were to be held as decided, 
re would gladly accord to the opi- 
nion. The multitude of decitions 
upon the fubject in Weftmintter 
hall, and their concurrence and 
unitormity, had the greateit weight 
with him; and there had hitherto 
been no reverfal of them by the 
peers. If there was any fundamen- 
tal wrong, it fhould be redrefled by 
act of parliament. To reverie 
judgments fanctioned by practice 
and time, was difficult and awkward, 
and belides would fubjyect many per- 
fons to penalties. He ftated a fact 
to the houfe: ‘he had purchafed 
fome years ago an ettate tor a con- 
fiderable fum of money. As he 
had doubts, he took the opinions of 


certainty in the law. 
give his opinion in the prefent cafe, 
that the judgments of the courts be- 
low fhould not be reverfed; and he 
begged it to be attended to, that 
what had been confidered as law 
for a continued feries of years in 
Wettmintfter hall, ought not to be 
pronounced to be erroneous, but by 
an act of parliament. 


He would 


A divifion was at length demand- 


ed. For the motion of lovd Thur- 
low, that the judgment be reverted, 
the number of lords were nineteen, 
For the earl of Mansfield, that the 
judgment be affirmed, there were 
eighteen. 
adjudged, that the judyment given 
in the King’s-Bench, affirming a 
judgment in the court of Common 
Pleas, be reverfed. 


It was then ordered and 
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XI. 


Debates about Powell and Bembridge. The Death of Mr. Powell, The 
Trial of Mr. Bembridge. 


[* confequence of their improper 
conduct, Mr. Powell and Mr. 


Bembridge, the cathier and accoun- 
tant of the Pay-Office, were difmiffed 
from their ttations by colonel Barré; 
but they were foon after reftored by 
Mr. Burke, who fucceeded him as 
pay-maiter general. In the houle 


of commons lord Newhaven made 
a motion for the produétion of the 
minute of the board of treafury 
which had a reference to their ex- 
amination and criminality. This 
motion was agreed to, but the order 
for the production of this minute 
wis afterwards difcharged, when 


F 4 profe- 











profecutions were erdered to be com- 
menced againft thele offenders. Mr. 
Kenyoo, while he informed the com- 
mons that legal proceedings were 
inftituting againft them, defcribed 
them as enormous offenders. This 
language gave offence to Mr. Burke, 
and he argued, that it was inappli- 
cable to men who were not con- 
victed of anv crime. He held 
himfelf refponfible for thofe whom 
he employed in his office; and it 
was not probable, that he would 
give his countenance to perions who 
could with propriety be branded 
with the reproach of being enor- 
mous offenders. Mr. Marun pro- 
nounced their reftoration to office 
to be a moft daring infule to the 
public. Mr. Fox obferved, that 


it was an eftablifhed principle of 


juflice to prefume that every perfon 


was innogent ull fome charge of 


criminality was proved again{t him, 
To fuppofe, of confequence, that 
Meffirs. Powell and Bembridge 
were notorious criminals, while 
there were vo real and eltablithed 
proofs of their guilt, was an injury 
tothem of the groffeft kind, and a 
libel on the humanity of the pub- 
lic. He had known Mr. Powell 
long, and had uniformly con- 
fidered him as a man of honour; 
and he would not depart from the 
favourable fentiments he entertained 
ot him, merely becaufe he had been 
fulpected and was accufed. He 
contidered that Mr. Burke was not 
only refponfible to the public for 
his own condu&, but alto for that 
of thofe whom he employed in the 
department entrufted to him. Nor 
could it with juftice be conceived 
that he would have reftored two per- 
fons to important offices underhim, 
unlefs he had been fully convinced 
of their integrity and innocence. 
To pronounce therefore that his 
reftoration of them was a daring in- 
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fult to the public, was an affertton 
as untrue as it was harth. 

Mr. Burke in a tu- 
ture debate took God May 2tf, 
to witnefs, that in refloring Mr, 
Powell and Bembridge to their places 
in his office, he was folely a@u. 
ated by motives of juftice. He 
had ferioufly weighed all the con. 
fequences of that flep; and their 
relloriniée was the clear refult of his 
deliberations. At a period when hig 
fituation with regard to the public 
called upon him to aft with a view 
to reformations, he had derived the 
rreatett affiftance from Mr. Powell 
and Mr. Bembridge. Their perte& 
and accurate knowledge of all the 
detail of the pay-office, had infrv€ 
ed and informed him; and without 
their affiduity, fidelity, and indof- 
try, he would have been unable to 
have fchemed and introduced the 
reforms there which were now hap- 
pily eftablifhed. He had reaped the 
moft material advantage from their 
fervices ; and it was not in his na 
ture to be ungrateful, 

He did not conceive that it was 
in the power of thefe gentlemen to 
do an injury to the public in their 
official capacities, even if they had 
been difpofed to be fraudulent. The 
pay-office had been fo reformed that 
no officer in it, either important or 
infignificant, could have an oppot 
tunity to pratife peculation., Mr. 
Powell, the cafhier, could not take 
to himfelf any of the public money 
without the commiffion of an abfo- 
lute forgery ; and the accountant, 
Mr.;Bembridge, was incapacitated 
altogether from pecuniary appropn 
ation by the nature of his office. 
No refponfibility, accordingly, with 
fefpect to money, could reft on Mr. 
Powell or Mr. Bembridge. Theré 
was another fort of refpon‘ibility, 
however, in which they were largely 
concerned. “In fidelity, “accuracys 
regu 
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perularity, and difpatch of bufinefs, 


pontibility was exte nlive and 
important. That fufpicions of a 
heinous nature fhould be entertained 
grain them could nor but be tur- 

rifing to him, who had experienced 


their re’ 


the mott ample proots of their ot- 
ficial ability, integrity, and zeai. 
He extolled Mr. Bembridge as 
the life and foul of the office, and 
{poke advantageoufly ot his talents. 
Upon the difmifion of Mr. Powell 
and Mr. Bembridge by his prede- 
ceffor, colonel Barré, he faid, that 
four of the clerks had confented to 


divide among them the bulinefs of 


the cafliier and accountant ; but that 
upon his advancement into ottice 
they had addreffed a letter to him, 
ftating their defire ehat they might 
be excufed from the execution of 
this dutv. and ebeir with that he 
would reftore to their ftarion the 
gentlemen who had been difmifted, 
This letter deferved to have weight 
with him, and obtained it. 

He deferibed Mr. Powell as one 
of the moft ref{ponfible men in the 
kingdom. He had grown rich in 
office ; and his great property might 
be ttated as a fecurity for his ho- 
nefty. But what had happened had 
focompletely unhinged him, that he 
was nearly incapable of performing 
his official functions. His nerves 
were fo fhaken, that the mere put- 
ting a queftion to him was fufficient 
to throw him into an agony ora 
convulfion, In this condition he 
could have no view in continuing 
him in office, but what could be ac- 
counted for from his love of juftice 
and humanity. To have difmifled 
him would have accumulated his 
diftrefs, and have fent him to his 
trial with a fuper-added colour of 
criminality. He was convinecdthat 
he had acted with propriety ; yet if 


the houfe fhould think he had erred, 
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he would fubmit himfelf to its judg- 
ment. 

But, while his feelings and his 
ideas of propriety did not permit 
hin to difmifs Mr. Powell, it was 
proper to obferve, that this gentle. 
man had refiened bis firuatton. Mr. 
Bembridge had allo offered to ree 
fien ; but whea he conticdered hig 
utilicy as an officer, he was at a lof 
whether it would be proper to ace 
cept his refignation, or to fulpend 
him trom his functions, till che trial 
at law fhould be terminated. 

Mr. Rigby acknowledged that for 
many years he had attended to the 
conduct of My. Powell and Mr, 
Bembridge ; and that they had ine 
variably acquitted themilelves to his 
fatisfaction. What proofs might be 
produced sgainit them was a matter 
as yet uncertain; but as trials were 
abort to take place, he thoucht it 
wrong that the houfe fhould at this 
time ferutinize into their aétions, 
‘This was to keep them upon the 
rack, to trifle with humanity, and 
even eventually to commit injuttice ¢ 
for prejudices might be engendered 
which might reach the individuals 
who were to compofe their jury. 

After fome farther converfation, 
it was underitood that Nir. Burke 
ought to accept the refirnation of 
Mr. Bembridge, til the lezal proe 
ceedings againit the fuppofed of- 
fenders fhould be completely termi- 
nated, 

‘The diftrefs of Mr. Powell ale 
luded to by Mr. Burke crew upon 
him. He became totaily unfit tor 
bulinefS of any kind. He ifferted 
ftrongly his innocence with refpee 
to any intention of defrandiow the 
government ; bur the di fora = of 


being fulpecied, and, perh the 
actual confcioufnels of erimtnaliry, 
operated upon him with the moft 
humiliating violence. 


His frame 
was 
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was infinitely irritable ; and his be- 
haviour indicated the utmott feve- 
rity of aftliction and mifery. By 
degrees his memory fortook hun ; 
and he became wild and incoherent. 
His friends telt for his unhappinefs 
and melancholy ; but could nor pre- 
vent their coniequences. For hav- 
ing taken the refolution to dettroy 
himlelt, he effected his purpofe by 
opening the jugular artery, and 
blecding to death 

It is difficult to fay, whether Mr. 
Bembridge has been more fortunate, 
as he has furvived his difgrace. An 
information was hicd againit him by 
the attorney-ceneralg, ch: arging him 
with neglect of duty in having g con- 
nived at ‘the concealment of certain 
articles in the account chargeable to 
the late lord Holl: ind, as paymatter- 
general ot his majeity’s land forces, 
to the amount of forty-eight thou- 
fand feven hundred and nine pounds 
ten fhillings and a fraction, The 
trial was agitated betore the earl of 
Mansticld and a fpecial jury, in 
Weitminfler-hall. 

Mr. Lee, the folicitor-general, 
conducted the profecution in the ab- 
fence of the attorney-general ; and 
was athited by fir ‘Thomas Daven- 
port, Mr. Cooper, Mr. Wilton, and 

Ir. Baldwin. The information, 
evidence, and facts, were confifent 
and concurring, and fubmitted ex- 
plieitly to the jury. In order to 
prove that Mr. Bembridge had {worn 
that the duty of his office confifted 
In examining and ftating the ac- 
counts of paymaillers-ceneral, as 
well ex-paymaitters as thofe in office, 
there was exhibited his own ex- 
amination upon oath before the 
commifoners of the public ac- 
counts, To citablith the cuttom of 
patling the accounts of paymaiters- 
general, as well thole in office as 
ex-paymafters, Mr. Hughes and an- 
other gentleman, from the office of 


the auditor of the imprefi, were 


fworn. ‘They furnithed a detail and 
hittory of the cranfactions attending 
the patfing r the accounts of lord Hol. 
land. They mentioned the periods 
when the accounts began to be paffed, 
and whenthey were fentfrom ee 
office tothe auditor’s otiice. Th rey 
tedthat if any doubts arote upon Z 
examination ‘of the accounts in the 
auditor’s ofhice, it Was cuttomary to 
refer queries to the accountant of 
the pay-ottice for aniwers and ex. 
planations. They obferved that two 
errors had been difcovered ateer the 
final balance had been pencilled at 
the bottom of the accounts, and 
that the accounts were fent to the 
pay office to be rectified. It was 
then that above the two articles o- 
mitted, entries were made of other 
items to the amount of forty-eight 
thoufand feven hundred and nine 
pounds ten fhillings and a fraction, 
As to the concealed articles, they 
were proved to confift of monies 
chargeable to lord Holland’s ac- 
count between the years 1757 and 
1765, 

"For the payment of certain fums 
for fees on pafling the accounts ot 
lord Holland, a warrant was pros 
duced ; and it was demonftrated that 
Mr. Bembridge had claimed and te 
ceived two thoufand fix hundred 
pounds for ftating and examining 
thefe accounts. Mr. Rofe, of the 
treafury, proved the examination of 
Mr. Be mbrid ge before the lords of 
the treafury ; who had called him 
before them | on an intimation from 
lord Sondes, the auditor of the im 
pret, that a difcovery had been 
made of the entry of items to the 
ainount ot forty-eight thoufand {e- 
ven hundred and nine pounds tea 
fhillings and afraction. And it ap 
peared. that Mr. Bembridge had all 
along been _pertectly well apprized 
of the omiffion, M 
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Mr. Bearcroft, as counfel for Mr. 


Rembridge, addreffed the jury in 
his tavour. ‘The facts charged were 
admitted by him; but he denied 
that lis client had committed any 
crime deferibed by the law ot Eng- 
land. He contended, that though 
the accounts of the ex-pay matters 
had trom cuftom been examined and 
{tated by the accountant of the pay- 
office, this was in faét no part ot his 
duty ; and that theretore he was not 
obnoxious to any legal imputation 
of criminality for having neglected 
it, and far lefs liable to legal pu- 
nihment. He faid, that the cafe 
had been greatly mifeonceived, and 
that mifreprefentation and ignorance 
had attempted to fix a ttigma where 
it was altogether unmerited. He 
deferibed Mr. Powell as the friend 
and venetactor ot Mr. Bembridge ; 
and he ftared, that if there was any 
criminality in the matter, it was 
wholly imputable to the tormer. He 
faid, that ie would il] have become 
Mr Bembridge to have acted the {py 
and informer againit his patron Mr, 
Powell. And he thought that 
if the prefent profecution was ad- 
mitted to be juttitiable, it would tol- 
low, that every clerk in a public of- 
fice was bound in dury to be a tpy 
and an intormer. He urged, that if 
a facrifice was to be made to the 
public tor the negle& of duty, it had 
already been gratified. The death 
ot Mr Powell was furely a fufficient 
atonement for the tranfgreffion com- 
plained of. He affired the jury, 
that the whole of the balance due 
trom the executors of lord Holland 
Was as well fecured to the public as 
any property in the kingdom. He 
contended, that the accounts of lord 
Holland, formerly paffed and ex- 
amined, were notin reality final ac- 
counts but merely pencilled, and ba- 
lanced up to the time they were de- 


livered into the office of the auditor 
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of the impreft. And he called upon 
witoefles to afcertain the fact, that 
to ftate and examine the accounts of 
the ex-paymatters was no part of 
the duty of the accountant of the 
pay-ofice, and to eftablifh the cha- 
racter of Mr. Bembridge as a faith- 
ful and diligent officer. 

Mr. Bangham, who had been 
upwards of thirty years in the pay- 
othice, protefled upon oath, that he 
did not conceive it to be the duty 
ot the accountant to examine and 
ftate the accounts of ex-paymatters, 
He went farther; and obferved, thar 
within his memory the accounts of 
an ex-paymatter had been examined 
and paffed by other perfons than the 
accountant. Mr. Crawford ex- 
pretied his beliet that it was not the 
duty of the accountant to attend to 
the accounts of the ex-paymatters ; 
but he acknowledged that his opi- 
nion was not founded fo much on 
the actual knowledge of the tact, as 
in a ftrong impreilion that had taken 
pofleiiion of his mind. As tothe 
general integrity and ability of Mr. 
Bembridge, thefe witnefles were 
fully fatisfied. Mr. Lamb depofed, 
that on the recommendation of Mr. 
Sawyer, he had examined and flated 
the accounts of the late earl of 
Chatham, atter he went out of the 
ofice of the pay-maiter-general ; 
and that no perion but himfelt had 
any fhare in the bufinefs. Now at 
the time when this examination and 
itate were made Mr. Lamb was 
an army agent. To the general 
character of Mr. Bembridge as a 
mott active, honett, and able officer, 
there appeared high and great tef- 
timonies. In this opinion there 
concurred, upon oath, lord North, 
lord Sydnev, Mr. Rigby, Mr. 
Burke, Mr. Cafwell, and Mr.Chain- 
pion. 

The folicitor-general made a re- 
ply to Mr. Bearcroft, and offered a 
icw 








































92 BRITIS 
few obfervations to the attention of 
the jury. It was idle, in his opi- 
pion, to maintain that there was no 
criminality in the conduct of Mr. 
Bembridge, as the law of England 
now ftood. He was not, indeed, 
epared to quote a cafe from any 
-% that an accountant of the 
pay-office had been tried, convicted, 
and punifhed, for the fort of con- 
duct now under confideration. But 
it was eafy to demonitrate from the 
old, as well as the recent treatifes 
on the law of England, that mal- 
feafance, misfeafance, and nonfeaf- 
ance, were indictable and punith- 
able offences. A magiftrate of Lon- 
don had been recently convicted of 
nonfeafance, that is, of not having 
been fo active as he ought to have 
been in quelling the riots in June, 
3780. It was obvious, that every 
man ina public office was refponti- 
ble for his official conduct, and pu- 
nifhable for offences of omiffion as 
well as commiffion. Mr. Bembridge 
was a public officer. It had been 
roved by his own teftimony upon 
oath, that he knew and confidered 
it to be his duty to examine and 
pafs the accounts of the ex-pay- 
mafters, as well as the paymatters in 
actual office. It had been proved, 
that he had received two thoufand 
fix hundred pounds, tor pafling the 
accounts of lord Holland, which 
were in fact the accounts in quef- 
tion, It had been proved, that he 
himfelf had made no fcruple to a- 
vow that the fum of forty cight 
thoufand feven hundred and nine 
unds ten fhillings and a fraétion, 
ad been omitted in the former ac- 
counts of lord Holland. 

It was a frivolous defence, in the 
opinion of the folicitor-general, that 
Mr. Bembridge had connived ata 
criminal concealment of the public 
money on the part of Mr. Powell, 
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and that he twas not bound to betr», 
his benefactor. If fuch reafonip 
and arguments were to be allowed 
where would the mifchief end?) 
would not end with Mr, Bembridge, 
There would not be a public offi. 
in the kingdom where fuch cg. 
nivances and criminality would ng 
obtain; and how much and hog 
deeply in this view of the matter, 
would the public fuffer and be ig." 
jured ? 

Lord Mansfield informed th 
jury, that the cafe refolved itty 
into two propofitions. The firit was, 
that it was the duty of the accoup. 
tant of the Pay-Office to examinean 
ftate the accounts of the ex-pay. 
matters as well as the pay matters a 
office. The fecond was, that th 
detendant being bound in duty 
examine and poft the accounts @ 
the late lord Holland, had wilfulis, 
corruptly, and fraudulently, connir 
ed at the concealment of forty-tight 
thoufand feven hundred and pie 
pounds ten fhillings and a fraction, 
He then gave a general ftate o 
the evidence, and declared, tht 
as to the point in law he had» 
doubt, but that any perfon holding 
a public office under the king’s le 
ter patent, or derivatively from 
fuch authonty, was amenable ® 
the law for every part of his com 
duct, and liable to be punithed i 
he fhould be convicted of not bar 
ing difcharged his duty with fide 
lity. 

The jury after being out of cov 
near a quarter of an hour, retul 
ed, and tound the defendant to te 
guilty. An application was mas 
but in vain, for a new trial. As 
Mr. Bembridge was fentenced ® 
pay a fine of two thoufand fix he 
dred pounds, and to be confined # 
the prifon of the King’s-Bench ® 
the {pace of fix months. 
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Deficiencies of Taxes and of Parliamentary Grants. Refolutions of Supply. Or. 
‘Lxary and Extraordinary of the Navy. Motion by Mr. Sawbridge for 
a8 


fhoricuing tl 

ORD John Caven- 
May! athe] .dith having ftated to 
the commons the deficiencies of feve- 
ral taxes and parliamentary grants, 
and the neceflity of their being fup- 
plied and made good for the interett 
and fervice of the public, moved the 
fullowing refolutions. 

‘That afum vot exceeding forty- 
fix thoufand four hundred torty- 
four pounds, and eleven pence, be 
granted to his majelty, to replace 
to the finking fund the like fum 
paid out of the fame, to make good 


the deficiency on the fitth day of 


July, 1782, of the fund eftablithed 
jor paying annuities granted by an 
a& made in the 3:ft year of his 
late majeity, towards the fupply 
granted for the fervice of the year 
1758. 

‘That a fum not exceeding one 
hundred and fixty thouiand one 
hundred ninety-one pounds, eight 
fhillings and eight pence farthing, 
be granted to his majefty, to re- 
place to the finking fund the like fum 
paid out ot the fame, to make good 
the deficiency on the fifth dav of 
July, 1782, of the fund eftablithed 
for paying annuities, granted by an 
atin the 8th year of the reign 
ot his prefent majefty, towards the 
fupply granted tor the fervice of 
the year 1778. 

* That a fum not exceeding fixty- 
three thoufand eight hundred eighty- 
eight pounds, eight fhillings, and fe- 
veo pence halfpenny, be granted to 
his majefty, to replace tothe finking 
lund the like fum paid out of the 
fame, to make good the deficiency 
on the filth day of July, 1782, of 
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the fund eftablithed for paying an- 
nuities, by an act made in the rgth 
year of the reign of his prefent ma- 
jetty, towards the fupply granted 
for the fervice of the year 1779. 

‘ That a fum not exceeding one 
hundred forty-one thoufand eight 
hundred feventy-one pounds, fever 
fhillings, and feven pence three far- 
things, be granted to his majefty, to 
replace to the finking fund the like 
fum taken out of the fame, to make 
good the deficiency on the tenth 
day of October, 1782, of the fund 
eitablifhed for paying annuities, 
granted by an act made in the zoth 
year of the reign of his prefent 
majeily, towards the fupply granted 
for the fervice of the year 1780. 

‘That a fum not exceeding one 
hundred and thirty-eight thoufand 
fix hundred eighty-two pounds, fe- 
venteen fhillings, and four pence, be 
granted to his majeity, to replace 
to the finking tund the like fum paid 
out of the fame, to make good the 
deficiency on the tenth day of Oc- 
tober, 1782, of the fund eftablithed 
for paying annuities, granted by an 
act made in the 22d year of the 
reign of his prefent majefty, to- 
wards the fupply granted for the 
fervice of the year 1782. 

* That afum not exceeding two 
hundred éighty-two thoufand five 
hundred and two pounds, eight fhil- 
lings, and two pence, be granted to 
his majefty, to make good the de- 
ficiency of the grants tor the fer- 
vice c; the year 1782. 

In a committce of fupply of the 
houfe, thefe refolutions were agreed 
to, and ordered to be reported. In 
this 
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this committee alfo, the honourable 
Mr. Townhhend rofe, and moved, 
* that a fu not exceeding fourhun- 
dred and fifty-one thoufand five hun- 
dred cighty-nine pounds, twelve fhil- 
lings, and eleven pence, be granted to 
his majeity for the ordinary of the 
navy, including half pay to fea 
and marine officers for the year 
1783.’ He alfo moved, ‘that a fum 
not exceeding three hundred and 
eleven thoufand eight hundred and 
forty -three pean one filling, and 
four pence, granted to his majelty 
towards the buildings, rebuildings, 
and repairs of fhips of war, in his 
majefiy’s yards, and other extra 
works over and above what are pro- 
pofed to be done upon the heads of 
wear and tear, and ordinary, for the 
rear 1783.” 

Thefe eft mates efeaped not ani- 
madvertion, Mr. Buller complain. 
ed of the enormous amount of the 
navy extraordinarics. ‘They infi- 
nitely, and in his opinion, prepof- 
teroutly exceeded the fum aiked tor 
in the fame fervice in the end of the 
Jatt war. It had been underilood, 
that pariimony and aconomy were 
abfolutely neceflary to recover the 
exhaufted itrength of the country ; 
but this was no example of it, Ma- 
ny promotions, he faid, had been 
made without necetflity or advan- 
tage; and belide the expence in- 
curred in this way, many penfions 
were paid by the board of admiralty 
which could not be juitified, la 
particular, a pention of tour hun- 
dred pounds had been beitowed upon 
Mr. Jacklon. It was true that Mr. 
Jackion had fervéd with ability in 
the Admiralty-Office, and he was 
yet both willing and able to ferve in 
at. As a good fervant, it was an 
injuftice to the public to difmifs 
him; and it added to this injuftice 
that he retired with a yearly pen 


fion of four hundred pounds, 
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The honourable Mr. Townhhend 
endeavoured to account for the ex. 
cefs of the extraordinary of the pre. 
fent year over that which was atked 
on the conclufion of the lait peace, 
At that time, ten thoufand pounds 
only were moved tor ; but that fury 
was found fo inadequate to the pur. 
pofe, that two hundred thoufand 
pounds were required in addition 
to it. He likewife ftated, that jg 
the prefent extraordinary there was 
included the fum tor lord Rodney's 
prizes, which the admiralty, from 
the peculiar circumitances of the 
cafe, were not difpofed to pay till 
they had the fan¢ction of parliament, 
He remarked too, the uncommonly 
expeniive nature of the war ; and 
upon thefe topics contended, that 
the excefs of the extraordinary was 
by no means unreafonable. 

Mr. Hopkins declared, that he 
thought the eflimates rather too 
low than too high. The fums 
which had been demanded for pre. 
ceding vears, had been by tar too 
{mall, and inadequate to the public 
exigency. For this, however, he 
blumed not the ear! of Sandwich, 
or any particular board of admiralty, 
Vhe tault lay with the noble and un- 
fortunate lord who had prefidedover 
the government of this country a 
the commencement, and during th 
progrefs of that aceuried and moh 
dettructive meafure, the American 
war, That noble lord, when the 
Amencan hoililities had broke out, 
had the cflrontery to tell the houfe, 
** that there was not even a probabr 
lity that the houfe of Bourbor 
would take any part in the quarrel” 
He conceived, notwithilanding, thé 
his lordfhip aétually forefaw thi 
event; butthat he meant to delut 
the houfe in order to fupport hisow 
power, and to promote the animolitf 
ot this country againft the Amet 
cans. ‘This, however, was ™® 
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ail. Had that noble lord performed 
his duty, and demanded tuch fup- 
plies for the navy as were actually 
requifite to put our marine on a foot- 
iny with thofe of France and Spain, 
our difgrace would not have proved 
fo humiliating. But his lordfhip 
-48 afraid to encounter the difficulty 
of akking for proper fupplies ; and 
rather than relinquifh power, - he 
had endangered the exittence of his 
country. 

Mr, Brett enlarged on the expence 
which was indifpenfably neceflary 
in order to uphold the navy. It was 
abfurd to cenfure minilters on one 
day for not keeping up our maritime 
fireneth, and to complain on another 
that the charge was enormous, The 
extraordinaries were undoubtedly 
large; and they would probably 
continue to be fo for fome years to 
come, Several new fhips had been 
contracted for betore the peace. 
Upon thefe the thip-builders were 
employed ; and as the payments 
were to be made by inftallmegts, it 
was neceflary to have money tll the 
contracts fhould be fulfilled. 

Lord Mulgrave recommended a 
manly way of acting, and intifted 
on the pohey of having our marine 
in fuch a condition that it could at 
all times be fent out to fea with expe- 
dition. He juttitied the promotions 
which had been made. Atthe end 
of a war,in which tew oflicers bad 
acquired much, he contended that 
preterment was the circumitance to 
which they looked up with the 
greateft confidence. It was the moft 
Deieunehde and the leait burdenfome 
recompence that could be given to 
men who had rifked their lives for 
their country ; and it ought never 
to be dealt outwith a mygardly or 
avaricious hand, As to the penfion 
befowed on Mr. Jackfon, he con- 
‘cd it as a proper remuneration 
s tervices at the havy board 
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and the adntiralty office. Nor did 
he conceive that there could be any 
method more proper for the encou- 
ragement of public bufinefs, than a 
forwardnefs to provide for men 
whofe fervices had been long, afflidu- 
ous, and able. 

There was,at the fame time, a 
material point, to which he withed 
to call the attention of the houte. 
This was the dreadtul fituation of 
the widows of officers upon the re- 
duction of the navy. Their fup- 
port depended on the number of men 
employed; it being cuftomary to 
appropriate the pay of one nominal 
man in every hundred feamen, to 
make a fund fortheir benefit, Now 
in time of war, this fund produced 
from 301. to 4¢1. per annum to cach 
widow. In times of peace, however, 
its produce was only trom 12 to r$h. 
per annum; a recompenfe which 
was by no means fit or adequate. 
‘This fort of penfion, he obferved, 
was not paid in general to all the 
widows of captains and Heutenants, 
but only to thotfe of them who were 
labouring under want. Thefe cir- 
cumftances, being put together and 
contidered, he truited that his con- 
duct would be approved, it he 
fhould take an early opportunity to 
move for certain papers that were 
neceflary to be upon the table when 
he thould bring forward a propofition 
of which it was the object ro produce 
the relicl of the widows ot brave and 
deferving cfhcers, who had {pent 
their lives in the fervice of their 
country. 

Sir John Jervis detired the houfe 
to take a view of the fleets of other 
powers, and extolled the wi{dom of 
keeping up a formidable and refpec- 
table navy. The peace nicht not 
lait long ; and if anew war fhould 
fpeedily break out, it would then 
be too late to complain of the re- 
duction of our maritime force. We 
could 
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could only be confiderab\e by atrend- 
ing to it ; and nothing could be more 
impoliic than to yield inconiider- 
ately to idle and unt ubftantial rea- 
fonings about parti honve Prope r 
and wile expences were the befi_ and 
bappich @conomy; and in this 
county lo NODES could be wafied 
that was applied to prejerve the na- 
val itrength ; for upon that tirength 

our fecurity depended in the mott 
effe¢tual manner. 

Mr. Aubrey could not conccive 
that the amount of the eftimates 
could with any propric ty be pro- 
nounced to be enormous, when it 
was adveried to, that though they 
were taken into coniideration in time 
of peace, they were oecalioned by 
the expences of the war, The fir 
year of a peace was generally as 
expeafive as the lait year of a war, 
Or the | prefent citimates, there might 
indeed be fome favings; but there 
could be no ob) lec ton to; ap ply thefe 
to the extinction of the navy debt, or 
to the fervice ot fome other pubhie 
exigency, As to the article of pen- 
fons its juititication might be leit to 
the teelings of the houle. It would 
not be contended, without inhumani- 
ty and injultice, that fuperonnuated 
and wounded office rs were not pro- 
per objects of bounty, and that 
their widows deferved not protection, 
Thete pe: ation § too were not cranted 
by the adm ralty, but by the ki ne 

iD council, There was but one peh- 
fion granted by the admiralty, and 
that was to Mr, J ickion, who had 
been an old and utctul fervant to the 
board. Nea:ly forty years of his 
lite had been employed | in places of 
high trutt, and great labour; and 
was the grant of an annual pitrance 
to fuch aman, to be branded as a 
Javith act of protution ? 
‘The promotions aliuded to con- 
fifted of thirty-nine matiers and com- 
‘ gnanders, who had been advanced to 
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the rank of poft captains; and of 


twenty lieutenants, who had beeg 
honoured with the titles of matter 
and commanders. Of the firf of 
thefe claffes, the promotion confer. 
red rank, but was attended with no 
additional pay. The public of cons 
fequence was not expoted by it to 
the flighteft expence. Ot the fe. 
cond clafs, the promotion affected 
the half pay eftablifhment with aa 
additional payment to each of three 
fillings a day. Now that marks of 
approbation, likethefe, ihould ex 
cite any cenfure among members of 
parliament, or any murmur among 
the people, was 2 height ot abfun 
dity fo ridiculous, that i it Was not to 
be equalled but by a fick man’s 
dream. 

It was in every one’s memory, that 
by the reduction which took place 
at the laft peace, the licutenants of 
the navy were expofed to the mok 
cruel diitrefles. It was alfo wel 
known, that the late lord Chatham 
had projected a plan for their relief, 
which was defeated by his removal 
from office. In a country where 
the badges of merit were fo few, 
the meature he defended was pecu- 
larly proper to give encouragement 
to a favourite fervice. If the peace 
was not lafling, the mifchiet would 
for a new war mutt be fob 
we with new promotions. On 
the other hz ind, it the pe: ice fhould 
be perma nent, it was right that a 
number of gallant officers $ fhould be 
fent on hore contented with the fer 
vice . and difpofed to continue ia It 
There were for the meafure he 1 
commended juilice, humanity, and 
gratitude ; and thefe were arguments 
which in that houfe could not b 
urged in Vain. 

The refolutions, upon being prs, 
were agreed to without any difhcul 
ty ; and foon after the confiderate 
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propitety of fhortening the duration 

ments. 
* saben Mr. Alderman Saw- 
May 6. bridge obferved to the 
houfe, that though he had trequent- 
ly ex} eined to them. his fentiments 
on the danger ot long ps rliaments, 
‘ had never been able to carry them 
sto his views. Convinced, how- 
ever, of the pro; riety ot his opinions 
he would firenuoutly pertitt in 
them ; and It was his tirm determi- 
nation to bring the queftion jorward 
jelfion after fetlion, as long as he 
fiould have the honour to have a 
feat in that affembiy. 

Upon a former aay, he had heard 
the Briti yconflitution chara¢tcrized 
as the moft glorious tabrick, the work 
of aves, and the wonder of the world. 
To him fuch a defeription appeared 
mot abfura; and he was happy 
that no foreigners had been prefent 
atthe time, as they might have been 
too much diveried at the expence of 
the member who had indulged himfelf 
sO CX AVAR An t] y in pane; . vyrick. It 


wis his rooted periuafon, that the 


Bawh conftitution, all che decolla- 
non of that tyrant Cc! harles the Firtt, 
was a fy item ot} t] ie nH ott MV retclhye d 


cclpouim. Noglcam of liberty had 
ever fhone out till ateer that wra, 
Avtecedently to the domination 
of CI roe the country had been a 
: chi al tyranny, or an ariftocra- 
UL nder both thefe 
Celempions it was miferable ; and 
¢ people were no better than flaves. 
Jn ancient times, there had indeed 
xii] d  viok nt contentions and 
is; but thefe were « x periine nts 
; r power beiween the king and the 


i . ‘ ivranny. 


irons; between the crown and the 
great men of the realm. The peo- 
pe tok no real intereft in them. 


They hever te) ithe: rdignity, 
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never 

ghis, and never 

them till they were thrown 

into combuition by the atrocious 
$733. 


quired into th err 
afle ! red 
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tyranny of the firftCharles, It was 
ot confequence, in late times, only 
that the flame of public liberty il- 
luminated the conttitution. It was 
in late times only, that our contti- 
tution had become the wonder of the 
world. To talk of it as having been 
fo for ages, was to faifify records 
and h iftors : 

To improve upon the conflitution 
was his object. ‘He would not how- 
ever move any {pee ifie proj olition. 
The real guettion might thence be 
avoided by infidious, de firning, and 
cold men. It might be faid by "fome 
that his motion pointed at annual 
parhi aments; and others might con- 
ceive, that his mind had fixed irfelf 
for triennial parliaments. He would 
propofe neither; but he could affure 
the houfe, that it was in his power 
to fuggett fuch a mode of fhortening 
the durati mn of pailiame nts as fhould 
intallibly engage their approbation. 
He therefore concluded with mov- 
ing, ‘¢ That leave be givento bring 
in a bill fur fhortening the duration 
of parliaments.” 

Mr. Alderman Bull feconded the 
motion of Mr. Sawbridge, and was 
fupported by Mr. Martin, who de 
livered his fentiments at fome length. 
It had been afferted, he faid, that 
the people de {ire “d ho re form ot ): are 
liament. Of this pofition, he was 
not convinced ; but even allowing it 
to be truc, it oveht not to be con- 
fidered as a reafon for ; —s re. 


formations. He conten Jed, thar if 
th. lower ord rs Oo} the poy le ( py- 
ine the exan iple of the ap ¥ "Ss 


had fallen intoa ftate of ae sy 
and de bafement, it vet became not the 
houfe to neelect the eftabliflyment ot 
falutary regulations and rules. He 
would maintain, that it was at all 
times the duty of every man, whe- 
th at in parliament or ‘out of it, to 
ftand up tothe full extent of his i in- 
fluence in defence of the juft rights 
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of the people, even although they 
fhould not defire it. Men of integ- 
rity and virtue, by making exe: tions 
of thiskind, would recall the lower 
orders of men toa proper fenfe of 
their confequence, would refcue 
them yraduaily from abafement, 
and prevent that fatal extremity of 
corruption which preceded the down- 
fall of nations. Feeliag in this 
manner, it was an infinite fatisfaction 
to him, that numerous aflociations 
had been formed for awakening the 
people to proper ideas of their im- 
portance. Their aim was laudable ; 
and in fpite of ridicule of every 
kind, it was his hope that they would 
abound and profper. 

The earl of Surrey was likewife 
firenuous tor the motion; and in- 
fifted that feven years was too long 
a period for any individual to be en- 
trufted with the power of his con- 
flituents. It would be right that 
members fhould be fent frequently 
back to thofe who had deputed them 
to the houfe, that the electors might 
have proper opportunities of fhew- 
ing then their approbation by re- 
peated acts in their favour, or of 
punifhing their mifcanduct by dif- 
miflion and neglect. It was his opi- 
nion, that the members for the 
boroughs ought peculiarly to vote 
for the preient motion; becaufe the 


Wi AND 


bill would afford them more frequent | 


opportunities of exercifing their fray. 
chife. The exercife ot a repeated 
controul of the people over thei: 
reprefentatives, he contidered as the 
method the moit cflectual for recover. 
ing their dignity and for giving tie 
gour to the conilitution, 

Sir Edward Aitley expreffed 4 
high approbation of Mr. Sawbridge 
for his perfeverance in his ende. 
vours to fhortea the duration of 
parliaments. Our ancettors, ing 
critical fituation of public affair, 
had confented to feptennial parlia. 
ments. But now, when the fam 
political caufe had no longer any 
power or exittence, it was proper 
that parliaments thould be thortened, 
This was an advantage which wx 
to be claimed not as a favour, by 
as aright. It belonged to the peo. 
ple, and ought not to be withheld 
tromthem, It ought now to be &. 
manded the more ilrongly, us fron 
a late coalition, a poflibility might 
be inferred, that a contederay 
might be formed to extsnd_parlix 
ments to ten or twelve years, or evts 
to render them perpetual. 

Notwithitanding the anxiety an 
keennefs with which the motion o 
Mr. Sawbridge was fupported, & 
was loft by a majority of 123 (0 5% 
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Taxes. Stamps on Bills of Exchange, Receipts, Probates of Wills and le 
gaciess Bonds and Law Proceedings. Additional Tax on Stage Coates 


aud Diigences. 


Duties on Contras and Inventories, Turnpike Rew 


and Inciofere Bills, Quack Medicinas, Carriages, Births, Marriage 


and Deates. 
them. 


C,. , “ar 
ae ification e/) ihe 


. EN propofing the taxes 
May 26. | lord John Cavendith 


apologized to the houfe for the 
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difagreeable nature of the buf 
he had undertaken: and whi” 


exprefied his confcioufnefs of is 
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treme difficulty, he derived a con- 
{lation from the neceility there ex- 
ited for enabling government t » dii- 
charge the inte relt of the loan. 
Contorming anxioully to the duties 
ot his O fice, he had turned his 
thoughts to ditcover by what means 
railed peg baa 
with the leat 


to the pP bile 


a fund would | VE 
on the one h wt and 
pothdic iInconvemence 
onthe other. He had thought of the 
cultoins and excile; burt it feemed 
to him to be Improper to augment 
the hurden of thoie great branche ‘S 
of the reveave, after a year of great 
natural diftrefs. ‘The feareny 
corn was an acknowledged point, 
and to ereate burdeus which would 
ulumately fall upon ir would be un- 
and is politic. It was from 
other quarters that he e mpocies a 
relief at prefent; and he truited that 
the objects upon which he had tix- 
ed, would wren as defirable to the 
houte as ar d me to him. 

The firit « jects of taxation he 
propofed were “bills of exchange. 
The ftamp tax, with regard to them 
which had been impoied the pre- 
ceding year, had been very produc- 
tive. For reaton, he con- 
ceived that it would bear a large in- 
creale. It was there tore his opi- 
nion, that the duty fhould be dou- 


wiie 


Lis 


bled. The laft vear the tax had 
produced 66,0001. and the additional 
duty would produce the fame fum, 


To this tax it was his intention to 
lubject all promiffory notes, and 
bills of exch: inge drawn upon foreign 
countries. It was alfu his me aning 
to take away an exception in the 
act of lat year, which had opened 
a road to numberlefs evafions. This 
exception was in favour of all bills 
drawn wy pon demand. Now under 

the favour of this exception, mcawLs 
had 1 been ingenior ily contrived, that 
bills thould be fo drawn, that thoust h 


_ 
Uiey were notia fact bills on dcde- 
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mand, they were fo expreffed as to 
have exactly this appearance, By 
this extention of the tax, and this 
regulation, he expected to raife 
44,9001. 

His next tax regarded a matter 
which had been ctren deliberated 
upon; but which had never been 
carried into execution. He alluded 
to a tax upon receipts of every de- 
nomination. ‘The number of re- 
ceipts granted during the fpace of 
a year muit be immentfe; and if this 
tax could be protected again{t eva- 
lions, it would be 
uncommon 


productive to an 
He withed, 
however, out of tendernefs to the 
poor, to exempt from this duty all 
bills for lefs than gos. By this ex- 
emption, he imag he thould 
remove every idea of diilrefs and 
hardihip from the lower conditions 
of the people. Upon all receipts 
for more than gos. and under 2ol, 
he was defirous to lay a ttamp-duty 
of 2d ; and up mn all above 2cla 
duty of 4d. Ke tiated the peculiar 
eden this tax to be, that ir 
would fll lightly and generally; and 
he believed that he would not be mif- 
taken, if he ft —_ Make its pro- 
due eto amount t 

By a duty 


de g ee. 


ue d, 


tave > of 


‘ 2 50,0001, 

on ‘en of wills 
and on legacies, he propoied to raife 
40,0ccl. By a duty upon bonds, 
warrants, law proceties, and admil- 
fions to inns of court, he conceived 
that there might be ratfed the fum 
of 6o0,0co0l. by a finall : ditionet 
tax on coaches and dil lig he 
thought that a revenue aishe ac 


NCES, 


crue of 26, o2!. From a duty og 
contracts and inventories, he ex- 
pected the fum of ro,oool. From 


atax en turnpike road and tnclos 
fure bills, an annual proJuce might 
be reccived to the amount of 
20,0col. 


He then pointed to quack medie 
cines, as a proper fubjeCtot taxation. 
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Ie was right that the public thor ld 
derive (fo. ne co! Wpenfation tor the 
majury which they fuffered from 
preten ers toa {kill in the medical 
art. Ile theretore pro po if d to de- 
rive trom quacks, and their mecdi- 
cines, the revenue of 16,00 1. An 
ur iuaril regifter of all carr: iges was 
alfo fuggetted by him. In conie- 
quence "of this regulation, he con 

ceived that all carriag res not hiuble 
at prefent to anv duty, thould be 1 e- 
giitered, and fubjeéted to a duty of 
is. per wheel per year. He con- 
tended, that this taxation would not 
be heavy, as it would be no more 
than 2s. a Vear for a cart, aud 4s. 
for awaggon. It would vet pro- 
duce annually 23,0¢ l Inthe laft 
place, he prop fed a reoitter ot 
births, 
the amount of this regulatlon he 
tlated at the fum of t¢,oool. Of 
thefe ditlerent taxations he « wfider- 
ed, that the produce would be fully 
fulicient to extinguihh the datercit 
ot the late loan of twelve millions. 
Collecting tovetlicr the fenfe and 
meaning of thefe taxes, he threw 
them into a fences of refol tons, 
which he moved, and which were 
to the following purpofe. 

"Phat the amp -duties now 
ch; reed upon every piece ot vellum 
or parchment, or theet or piece ot 
paper, upon which anv inland bili 
ot ex hanye, pron iff ry note, or 


marriages, and deaths; and 


other note prea ible othertwre than 


MWpPon deny 1, do ceale, detern Ine, 


and be no loneer patd or payable, 
*¢ Phare a ttamp duty ot tix pen 
be Lad upon every piece of vellum 
© { ircha Crit, ( {| t rnece ¢ 7 
|) per, UPOH Wheda anv forcien or 
i i dill of exchange, pi Hory 
Hote, OF Other note, thal! hy in- 


er Mied, written, or inted, where 
the tum exprefled therem, or made 
pay ble thereby, fail not arguunt 
tu the juin ot hitty pounds. 


AN D 


That a tlamp-duty of one phil. 
ling be laid upon every Piece of vel. 
lum or parchment, or fheet or piece 
of paper, upon which any bill of 
exchange, pro: niflory note, or other 
note, thal be ingroticd, writte nD, OF 
printed, where the fur expreffed 
therein, or made payable thereby, 
thall amount to the fum of fifty 
pounds or upw ards. 

* “That towards raifinge the fup. 
ply granted to ins m: jetty, a ftam; Ye 
duty of two-pence be ch. irged upon 
every piece of vellum. or parch 
ment, o1 fheet or piece ot paper, 
upon which any receipt, or other 
difcharge, given upon the payment 
of money amounting to two pounds, 
und not amounting to the fum of 
twenty pounds, fhall be ingrofled, 
written, or printed, every fuch re. 
ceipt to be charged with the faid 
duty, 

That row ards ratfing the fuppiy 
erat the to his maycity, an additional 
thas mp-duty of four- -pence be charged 
pon any piece of vellum or yarch 

lent, OF fheet or piece of paper, 
ee which any reccipt, or other 
difcharge, given upon the payment 
of mon ey amounting to the tum ot 
twenty pounds and upwards, thall 
be ingrofled, written, or printee, 
every fuch receipt to be charged 
wit th the faid duty. 

That towards raifine the f upply 
uv} aial to his mayettv, an et ional 
{ 7 ped tv of two fhillings and fix. 
pence be latd upon every {kin or 
piece of vellum’ or parchment, of 
theet or piece ot paper, Upon which 
fhall be iN! a vodte d, Wi “itten,. or prints 
dan receipt, or other difcharge, 
for env legacy lett by any will, of 
other teitamentarv inilrument, or fot 
re or part of a perfonal eltate 

iy torce of the {tarute 
or the cuftom @ 
anv province ol r pt ace, the a 
whereot thall not exceed the vale 


’ 


6 


ot ditributions 

















FOREIGN 


of twenty pounds; and where the 
amount fhall exceed the value of 
Leenty pounds, and not mount to 
one hun sdred pound . an addinional 
flamp-duty of five flullings ; and 
where the amount thereot fhall be 
ot the \ vali eof one nu ndred pounds, 
an additional t {} imp a uty of twenty 
ii -¢: and ai like addtrona! 

tanp-duty be charged upon every 
furtl er fuin of one hundred pounds 
fo left by any will, or other te tla- 
mentary initre iment, ‘for any flare 
or part of ie rfon: etlate divided 
by toree of the ttatute of diltribu- 
tions, or the cuftom of any province 
or place. 

That tow: rds rai i the fup- 
ply grante dto his majefiy, an addi- 
tional ttamp-duty of twenty fhitlings 
be laid upon evers ‘fkin or picece ot 
vellum or Aone Bo or fheet 
piece of paper, upon Which fhall be 
ingroffed, writt or 


Be yr tg dl. anv 
probate of a will, or leiters ot ad- 


— 


minitration for anv etiate, of or a- 
bove the value of one hundred 
pounds; and a further additional 
duty of twenty fhilines where the 
above the value of 
three hundred pounds ; and a fur- 
ther additional {})1]- 


euate is ob or 


duty of twenty 
lings where the cfiete is of or above 
the value of fix hundred pounds ; 
further additional duty of 
twenty thillings where the eftate is 


of or above the value of one thou- 


ma } 
wDo pounds. 
«ss ’ ase ‘- ° 
baat towards rail no the 11)T)- 
. i 


piv granted to his maretiv, an au- 


ditional imp-d uty of one flilling 
he lad upon every {kin « 


| 


vouum or 


or” piece of 
parchment, or fheet or 
ane at . : 
DIece ay ~ per, upon which {hall he 
rofled, written, or 
Great Britain any 
. * ’ 9 
orother deed, tor which a than ))- 


‘ ty be one Ti Wine y {yx pen “ is 
» chai < 


\ rinte d. in 
] 


, ‘ 
ind cnture, Leake 


my » by wire - of an act ma 


sn the Fe Men year of the reien 





WISTORY. Tot 
ot his pretent majelly, (except bonds 
given as fecurity tor the payment of 
any fum or fums of money.) 
‘Phat towards raiing the tupply 
seal to his majetty, an additonal 
fiamp-duty ot five flallings be laid 
upon every y in or prece of vellum or 
parchment, 
per, upon "which any bond thall be 
ingrofled, written, or printed, given 
as fecurity tor any tum ot mone Vs 
the amount whereof fhall excee dons 
hundred pounds ; and an additional 
ftump-dury ot ten fhillings, where 
the amount thereot thail be of the 
value of five hundred pounds or 
upwards, 

* "Phat tow 
ply eranted to his majetty, an adai- 
tion val tat np duty ot tx pence be 
charged upon every piece of vellum 
or parchment, or theet or piece of 
paper, u h thall be ingroff- 
ed, or written, any o1 writ 
(except fuch original Upon W hich 
a writ ol “pias iiie: 
bill of Middlete x, 
quo INLUS, 


or {] ect or piece ot pas 


= epee —" 
ards raring the lup- 


} 
‘ 
} 
i 
‘ 


mon wh 
wal 


fubporna, 
lantat, writ of 
capi S, VV Vat oT at dimus 
porellatem, to take anfwers, exa- 

witnefles, or 


hiine App wit eu r 
dians, or any other writ whatloever 


, 
or ans other procels oF hin date thar 
fhall iffue out, or oy the feals ot 
any of the courts at Weitmtotte: 
courts of the great fet Ti ns in Wales, 
courts in the counties palatine, or 
any other court whatfoever, holding 
plea, where the 
amount to f es {hi a sorabove, or 
the — in demand is of that value 
(writs of covenant for levying fines, 
writs of cntry for fuffering common 
recoveries, and writs of habeas cor 
pus, always excepte d.) 

‘¢ ‘That towatds raiting the fup- 
ply granted to his majefty, an sd 
ditienal ttamp-duty of forty filling 
be lanl upon every kin or piece ol} 
vellum. oi parchment, or fheet or 
| iece Ol paper, upon which fhall be 

CG 3 1} ve rofled 


debt or dam ive doth 
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incrofled Ww written, oF printed, | any 
ai pent att ans to hold two ecciefiaiti- 
cal dignitics or henetices, or both a 
dicnity and a benefice, or any other 
difpentation or faculty from the lord 
Arei ithop of Canter! ury, OF the 
maiicr of the taculucs for the ume 
bein 4 

“ That sina ag ‘aifing the fup- 
py | NM ‘ranted to his majelty, an ad- 
ditional neta uty of forty thillings 
be latd upon every fin or piece ot 
vellum or pa irchinent, or fheet or 
piece ot paper, Upon w hic] h fhail be 
ingroffed, written, or prini ed, any 
adinifion into any of the four inns 
of amet. 

* That towords raifing the fup- 

iis granted to his majeity, an ad- 
disional ftamp-duty of four pounds 
be laid upon every fkin or picce of 
vellum or parchment, or fhect or 
picee of paper, upon w hich flail be 
ingroficd, written, or printed, any 
reriller, entry, teflimonial, or cer- 
tificate, of the degree of utter ba- 
rifter, taken in any of the faid four 
inns of court. 

** That towards raifing the fupply 
grauted to his majeity, an additional 
ftamp-duty of forty fhillings be laid 
vpon every fkin or picce of vellum or 
pare hment, or (heet or picce of paper, 
upon w hich (hall be ingroffed, writ- 
ten, or printed, any grant or letters 
patent under the great feal of Great 
Britain, or the feal of the du ichy or 
county pala tine ot Lane: afte r, of any 
honour, dignity, pre motion, fran- 
chife, berry, or privilege, to any 
perion or perl ns, body politi c or 
ry nie or exemp. lific Hs not the 

fame (com nifions of rebellion in 
procef always excepte d.) 

That towards raifing the e fup- 
ply granted to his majefty, an addi- 
tional flamp-duty of forty th illings 
be laid upon every thin or picce o} 
vellum or paichment, or fheet or 
picee ol paper, upon which dhall be 


ingrofled, writ 





H AND 
‘¢* or printed, any 
adimittat wee, Or wttrument ror 
mivting ot any fellow of the college 
ot phy ficians, or of iny attorney, 
clerk, advoc: ue, proc tor, notary, or 
other officer or officers, in any court 
whatioever in Great Britain, (nog 
being an annual officer im any cor. 
poratic n Or inferior court, \ hofe « 
fice is unde or the vaiue of ten pounds 
per annum in falary, fees, or other 
perquifites.) 

* That towards raifing the fup. 
ply eranted to his m: ajetly, an addi. 
tional flamp-duty of four-pence be 
laid upon every picce of vellum or 
parchment, or ‘fheet or piece of pa- 
per, upon which hall be ingrofled, 
written, or prit ited, any note or bil] 
ot lading, which fhall be figned for 
any goods or merchandizes to be ex 
ported. 

‘¢ That towards vaifing the fup. 
ply granted to his majetty, an addi: 
tional lamp-duty of eight pence be 
laid upon every fkin or piece of vel: 
lum, or fleet or piece ot paper, up- 
on which fhall be ingroffe d, written, 
or printed, any certilicate or deben- 
ture for drawing back any cuttoms 
or duties, or any part of any cul: 
toms or duties, tor or In refpedt ot 
the re-fhipping or exporting of any 
goods or merchandize which fhall te 
exported, or fhipped to be exported 
from Great Britain for any parts be 
youd the feas. 

‘ That towards raifing the fop 
ply granted to his maje fiy : in ade 
tional ftamp-duty of one {hilling te 
laid upon every tkin or picce of vt 
lum or parchment, or fheet or piett 
of paper, upon which hall be ie 
crofled, or written, any citation ¢ 
monition made in any “ecclefialics 
court, or any libel or allegatiet 
le pofitien, anftwe r, fentence, o fits 
decree, or any inventory exhibie 
iM ANY Ecc lefiaftical court, the cou” 


of admiralty, or Cingue Per 
wit? 


ad. 





Ne 
hed 
. 5 
Pact 
ters 


sb atte pcre 
ig bah 


pe ee 
ae 
at 


OR sat ar 
SP ah 


hi ais 


ST a 
ars oe Seo 5 ee 


oa. 
Ra 





FOREIGN 


whereupon any copies of them re- 
fj tively {hall be ingrotied, or upon 
oA ich fhall be ingrofled or written 
any protett, or any other notorial 
pct whatioever. 

‘That towards raifing the fup- 
ply gr: anted to his majeity, an addi- 
tional flamp-duty ot two fillings 
and fix pence be laid upon every 
fkin of vellum or parchment, or 
fheet or piece of paper, upon W hich 
shall be ingrofled or written any 
conveyance, furrender of grants or 
offices, releafe or cther deed what- 
{fvever, which fhall be ecarolled of 
record in any of thecourts ot Weft- 
miniter, or in any other court of 
record whatfoever, or by any cutlos 
rotulorum, or clerk of the peace. 

‘© That towards raifing the fup- 
ply granted to his majcity, an ad- 
ditional ftamp-duty of five fhil- 
lings be laid upon every {kin or 
piece of vellum or parcha vent, or 
{leet or piece of paper, upon w hich 
fhall be ingrofled or writte any 
writ of covenant for le vy ia ees, 
any writ of entry for futtering a 
common recovery, and ny exem- 
plification of what nature foever that 
thall pafs the feal of any court what- 
foever. 

* That towards raifing the fup- 
ply gr: “ye to his majetty, an ad- 
ditional { p-duty of five fhillings 
be laid sein every {kin or piece of 
vellum or parchment, or fhect or 
piece of paper, upon waich = fhall 
be invrofled or written any beneficial 
Warrant or order, under the fign ma- 
nual of his majefty, his heirs, or 
fucceflors (1 xcept warr: ants or orders 


forthe fervice of the navy, army, 
and ordnance.) 

‘Te at towards raifing the fup- 
ply Cra! nted to his maj jefly » an addi- 
tamp-duty ot two fhillings 
and three pence, be lat id upon eve- 

y fkin or piece of vellum or parch- 


tion: i 
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ment, or fheet or piece of paper, 
upon which hall be ingroffed or 
Written avy transfer of flock in any 
company, fociety, or corporation 
within Great Britain, 

* That towards raifing the fup- 
ply granted to his majefty an addi- 
tional tlamp-duty of vo fhillings 
and fix pence be laid upon every fkin 
or piece of vellum or parchment, or 
fheet or piece of paper, upon which 
fhail be ingroffed, written or print- 
ed, any copy of any furrender of, 
and admittance to any cuftom 
right or tenant right eftate, not bee 
ing copyhold, which thall pafs by 
furrender and adinittance, Z by ads 
mittance only, and which fhall not 
pafs by deed, within thofe parts 
ot Great Britain called England, 
Wales, and the town of Berwick 
upon ‘Tweed. 

* That towards raifing the fup- 
ply granted to his majefty, an addi- 
tional ftamp-duty of two fhillings 
and fix pence be laid upon every 
ikin or piece of vellum or parche 
ment, or fhect or piece of paper 
upon which fhall be ingroffed, writ- 
ten or printed, any furrender of, 
or admictance to, any copyhold, 
land or tenement, within thofe 
parts of Great Britain, called Eng 
land, Wales, and the town of Ber- 
— upon Tweed; or any grant 

r leafe by copy Oo} court-roll, or 
nal other copy of the court- roll of 
any honour or manor within the 
faid parts of Great Britain, (other 
than and except the original fw- 
render tothe ufe of a will, and the 
court-roll, or books wherein the 
proceedings of the court are ens 
tered or inrolled.) 

*¢ That towards raifing the fup- 
ply granted to his majefty, an addi- 
tional ftamp-duty of fix pence be 
laid upon every fkin or piece of vel- 
lum or parchment, or fheet or piece 
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104 a me 
of poper, upon which fhall be in- 
grotic d or writ en any bail, anfwer 

rep inder, demurrer, in- 
eer OUSTOT.ICS, depofitions taken by 
commition, or any other ple “ad! 
w hattoc ver, in the courts of ( han- 


rid, TC 
ICATK 9 1S) 


nes 


cery, hxchequ So Dutchy Cour, 
and Cousot Palatine courts, or 
other courts of equity. . 


oo T na it wards raifing ye oo 
ply granted to his majetty y an adi 
tions) tf wa duty of two fillings 
me laid upon every tkin or we ol 

ellum or ages nent r dheet or 
i ece of paper, upon which alt be 
ingrofied or written any admiihon 
any corporation or company, 
or anv matriculation in either of the 
two univerfiites. 

“© Thar towards 
ply granted to his majetty, an ad- 
didional tlamp-duty of one flailing 
be laid upon every fkin or piece of 
vellum or pa iwehinent, or fheet or 
piece of paper, — which {hall be 
weroll written any principal 
or original So iaerol of furrender 


mto 


raifing the fup- 


ca or 


ol refignation, fervice or cornition 
of heirs, charter or fatfine ot any 
houfes, lands, tenements or here- 


P| ’ 
ments, holding burgage or bur- 
Scotland. 
a6 OT. t rowsards 


A haet ce) 


+’ mnure 1H 


ine {Wp- 


the 
tty , ah ae) 


NY anted to his 


Wire 


, onl than - uty ot one fhilhag 
wy every fkin or piece of 
llumn o; apt ci or fheet or 


fhhail 


r, upon which 


; otied or written any principal 
; 
or onginal farine taken or tollow- 
Nn any mortgage, wadier, 
} vere } } m.4 len ' 4 
} Pekakbe DONG, allcnailon or difpo- 
| , > * " af 1 ; 1 
{itr ; I! poo ADV Cid: iter, Ate 
ot eae 7 al, ret UTS, appz : rS, 
‘ apucrications of lands or tene. 
t, stead 1: 
I i} ot ny 1 ect as 
af ] “Ft ti} r . 
. bh t rc i } the luite 
P'y gramed to his maicity, an ad. 








H AND 

ditional ftamp-duty of one {H.. 
ling be laid upon every fkin or 
piece of vellum or parchment, or 
fhieet or piece of paper upon which 
fall be ingrofied or written any 
principal or original retours of any 
fervice of heirs, or any precept of 
clare conflat ot lands or tenements, 
holding of any fubject as atorefaid 
1D Scotland. 

** That towards raifing the fup- 
ply granted to his majefty, an ad. 
ditional ttamp-duty of one filling 
be Lad upon every fkin or piece of 
paper, upon which fhall be j Ine 
grodt ‘d or written any charter, 
or relignation, confirmation, novo. 
damus, or charter upon apprifing, 
or ac judi cation made or granted by 
fuch fuperior or others as atorefaid, 
in Scotland. 

«That towards raifing the fup. 
ply granted to his m: jefty, an ad- 
ditional ttamp-duty of one thilling 
ne laid upon every fkin or piece of 

cllum or parchment, or fheet or 
i ece of paper, upon which fhall be 
ngrofied or written any principal or 
original initrument ot furrender or 
relicnation of any mefiuages, houfes, 
lands, tenements, hereditaments, 
tithes mills, tidings, and other he- 
retable nehts, oranv of them tobe 
mide to any of his majeity’s fub 
yects who are or fhall be the fupe 
riors thereof, or to any city, town, 
burgh, or corporation, or to any 
meeilrates or others who hav pow- 
er to receive fuch furrenders or re 
fignations in Scotland, 

* That towards raring the fupply 
—— to his majetty, a fiamp-duty 

f fix fhillings be laid upon every 
fkin or piece of vellum or parch 
ment, or fheet or piece of paper, 
upon which any agreement {hall be 
encroffed, written, or printed, whee 
ther the fn ime thall be only evi 
OntFact 3 or oblig 7 


Lory 


the 


dence of the 
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tory upon t! he parties, from its being 
aw rten mitrument. 

‘That towards raifing the fup- 
ply gl anted to his majetty, a itamp- 
duty ot two fhillings and fix- pence 
be laid upon any ikin or piece of 
vellum or parchme nt, or theet or 
pece of paper, upon which fhall 
ce ingrotied or written any in- 

entory or cat alogue, of any fur- 
niture, goods or eflects, made with 
a reference to any agreement, or 
for the fecurity of any + rfon, ex- 
cept inventories produce. ible in ec- 
clefiattical courts, 

“ That towards raifing the fup- 
ply granted to his majetty, there 
be charged a ftamp-c duty of five 
fhillings upon every {kin or p iece 
ot vellum or pare hment, or theet 
or piece Of paper, upon w hich fhall 
be ingrofled, written or printed, 
any award, 

“That towards railing the fup- 
ply granted to his majcily, every 
jour Wheeled chaile or other ma- 
chine, commonly called a diligence 
or poft coach, and every coach, 
berlin, landau, chariot, calafh with 
tour wheels, chaife marine, chatfe 
with tour wheels, or other machine 
by what name foever the fame now 
8 or hereafter fhall be called, or 
known tobe emploved as public ttage 
‘ repr or carries tor the pur- 
pote of conveying paflengers for 
hire to and from one : pl ice to ano- 
ther in the kinedom of Great Bri- 
ti n, fhall be charged with an addi- 
tional duty of one halt-penny for 
¢ ery mie fuch carriage Mall tra- 


' 
try 


= aon . : > 

ve paid by the owners 
, ‘That towards railing the fup- 
py granted to nis | majetty, a ftamp- 
Ma Vy ¢ t th irce 


‘ 


pen » be charged d up- 
the _entry of any burial, mare 
a birth, or chiritte se rf, many 


| 


th ith reeflter | 1D Cre at Br; tain, 
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‘’ That the feveral claufes con- 
tained in all or any of the acts or 
act, of parliament, pailed before the 
fiith day of December, 1782, by 
vhich any mortgace, atlignment, 
transfer, or other fecurity tor bor- 
rowing Money, OF any nomination, 
contract, bond, warrant, judement, 
or other writing whatioever, under 
the band and - al, or hands and feals 
of, or only ficned by any trutice 
or truttees Ha putting all or any 
fuch acts in execution, or by any 
juttice or jufhices of the peace, or 
exhibited betore them, or any of 
them, relating to the execution of 
fuch acts, refpectively, are exempt- 
ed from tiamp-duties (except fo 
much of fuch claufes as relate to 
any initruments, documents, and 
other writings whatfoever concern- 
ing the public revenue or pub- 
lic funds, which at prefent are not li- 
able to the pay nent ot itamp-duties) 
be repealed. 

‘©’ That towards raifing the fup- 
ply granted to his majeity, all per- 
fons gage fuch perions who have 
ferved a regular apprenticefhip to 
any furgeon, apothecary, druggitt, 
or chymitt) uttering or vending 
medicines in Great. Britain, be 
obliged to take out a licence annu- 
ally, tor that purpofe , 

** That towards raifing the fups 
ply eronted to his maje ty, a ftamp- 
duty of twenty (hillings be charged 
upon every fuch licence, 

‘¢'lhat towards railing the fup- 
ply granted to his majeity, a ftamp- 
duty of three pence be charged up- 
on every box, packet, botile, or 
phial of medicines under the value 
of two fhillings and fix pence, 
which thall be uttered, vended, or 
fold by perfons taking out fuch li- 
cences, orbs any perioe underthe au- 
thorit y of hisn 1] jetty’ slet ters pa tent, 

¢ "Phat towards railing the fup- 


ply 
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ply granted to his majeity, a ftamp- 
duty of fix peace be charged upon 
every box, packet, botile, or phial 
ot medicines of the value of two 
shillings and fix pence, and und. r 
the value of five fillings, which 
fall be uttcred, vended or fold by 
xerions takiny out fuch licences, or 
y any pei on under the authorty 
of his majeily’s letters patent. | 

+ That towards rating the tup- 
ply granted to his mayeity, a itamp- 
duty of one filling be charged upon 
every box, packet, bottle, or phial 
of medicives of the valuc o! tive 
Shillings and wpwards, which fhall 
be uticred, vended or fold by per- 
fons rahans out fuch lice ces, OF by 
any perion under the authority ot 
his m retty’s jetters p tent. 

| hat towards ruling the fup- 
p'y granted to ns majeily, every 
poifoa who fhatl keep any waggon, 
wain, cart or other carriage with 
three or four wheels (except fuch 
carriiges as are now charged with 
any Jury under the management of 
she commitlioners of excile)  thall 
yicld and pay annually the tum of 
four fillings tor a hcence tor that 
purpote. 

** That towards railing the fup- 
ply granted to his majcity, every 
perion who fhall keep any cart or 
ether carriage with two wheels (ex- 
cept fuch carn iges aS are now 
charged with any duty under the 
management of the commiffioners of 
exeife), hall yield and pay annually 
the tum ot two fhillings for a ii- 
cence tor that purpofe.” 

Lord Mahon found it dificult to 
follow lord John Cavendifh on a 
fibect that embraced fo many ob- 


pects of great confideration and pub- 
th weight bie theretore avotded 
the tak. Bat atter exclaiming a. 


gain the prefent fyftem of taxa- 


tu, and the ruinous method in 


which it had been condudled fp 
fome years, he afked, it it was the 
intention of the chancellor of the ey. 
chequer t ) bring forward, during the 
current felon, any propolition for 
making good the deficiencies of the 
feveral taxes propofed in the courfe 
ot the war by the noble lord in the 
blue ribband ? 

Lord Joba Cavendith thoughe jt 
unproper to provide ways and meany 
to lupply the deiicieucies of the war 
taxes in the courle of the prefent 
feflion. ‘The diftrefs of the coup. 
try, occalioned by tempeits anda 
tailing harvett, and the heavy bur. 
thens which weighed down the 
ple, induced him to believe that it 
was right to delay that bufinels. He 
had alfo tu obferve, that the taxes 
10 queition were every day growing 
in their produce ; and this agreeable 
and intereiling circumftance hei} 
luttraced from written document 
and vouchers. : 

Loid Mahon remarked, that be 
had certain propofitions to flate, 
with a view to increafe the revenue, 
It was his opinion, that an expede 
ent might be fuggefted, in conle. 
quence of which the national debt 
might be paid off. In order to a 
complifh this purpofe, he meant m0 
to opprefs the people of England 
with new taxes, but to abolith and 
take away fone of the taxes under 
which they were now fuffering. He 
affirmed, that Jord North, by bi 
zeal to fupply the demands of the 
expenfive and calamitous war which 
he had occafioned, had ignorantly 
and cruelly impofed taxes in fuchs 
way, as that they deftroyed thea 
cient revenue of the kingdom. He 
endeavoured to prove, that the ar- 
ticles of brandy. wine, made wins, 
and Brith fpirits, produced ups 
an averaye, for feveral years belo 
the lal new dusies were impel 
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ypon them, the fum at 99 co,00c!. 
Since the impolition, However, of 
the new duties, there h: id been a 
defaleation nearly to the amount of 
4co,oool. Iu the articles of ton- 
nage and poundage, which took 
p! ace in the re en of Charles IL. the 
new taxcs had p! ‘oduced a ta:lure 
pearly to the extent ot 300,COo. a 
‘To aholifh, therefore, the new 
taxes, Would greatly increafe the re- 
yenue of the nation. 

He infifted, that taxes on cuftoms 
were dettructive, as they afforded an 
alluring encouragement to fmug- 
giers. High dutics upon any com- 
modity were an invariable fpur to 
fraudulent adventurers. For in pro- 
portion as the duty was icreat d, 
the profit of the {muygler was aug- 
mented. It was obvious. of con- 
fequence, that the duties fhould 
as low as poflible ; becaufe to add to 
the duty was to detract from the 
revenue. A. friend of his had late ly 
met with an Englifiman in a tea- 
port of France, who had acecumu- 
lated rapidly an immente fortune by 
finus reling. The man was exceed- 
ingly open and communicative, and 
ack: 1owledge d unrefervedly the myi- 
tery of his proteffion. He faid, that 
* lord Norih was a real friend to the 
imugylers, as he had rendered their 
proteilion a matter of {mall riicue 
and great profit, by his mode of t2x- 
aiion, By the impofition of heavy 
cuties, the fmugeling trade had 
grown fo very beneficial, that it was 
a bufinefs fit for a gentleman.” He 
now adverted to the difference be- 
tween a loan on a five per cent. 
fund, and one on a three per cent. 
end maintained the infinite fuy pe- 
Lority of the former over the lester. 

Mr. Fox diverted himfelf with 
the Notions ot lord Mah n, and ex- 
prefled in part icular his wonder 
the maxim, that to incrcafe the re- 
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venue it was proper to leffen and 


abolith the taxes. ‘Thek were my fs 
teries into which he was not ini- 
tated. As a plain man, he had 


es ays believ< d, that a country was 
able, in proportion to its income, to 
provide tor the difcharge of its 
debts; and it was beyond all con- 
ception of his, that it could improve 
in wealth by leffening its income. 
lic allowed, that lord North _ 
been a friend to fmugglers ; but th 
neceflity ot railing the duties, duri va 
a long ‘and ruinous war, {poke fut- 
ficiently his apology. Daring a war, 
every chancellor of the e xche ver 
would find himfelf in a fimilar fitu- 
ation, It there were no duties, 
there would be no {muecline. If 
the dunes were fmall, the bulinefg 
of the {muggler would decreafe ; and 
no potition could be more certain, 
than tinat large duties increafed in- 
fallibly his profit. But topics of 
that jort had no connexion with the 
refolutions under debate. They 
might be agtrated with propriety at 
fome future period, At pretent, 
however, they could not be pretled 
without peevifhnefs or abfurdity. 
The idea that the taking off any 
taxcs already laid on would advance 
the revenue, was involved in daubt 
and uncertainty. Inftead of advan- 
tare, it might lead to the mott furede- 
tiuction. It was not an experiment 
to be tried hatitly, and without ma- 
tureinguiry. T} he afertion was naked, 
bizarre, and trier ported. It was 
thrown out wafeatonably, for the 
butinefs did not cali fer it ; and the 
circulation of fpeculative doctrines 
of this fort could ouly tend, at pre- 
fent, to fofter popular clamour and 
chicontent. There was even fome. 
thing criminal in hinting to the peo- 
ple that they were tayed unnecef- 
farily. It ferved to ibritate them 
againit government. It was an act 
of 
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of deceit; and raifed expectations 
which were unfubitantial. No ad- 
vantage could refult trom it; and 
its mifchievous confequences were 
numcrous, and might be fatal. 

He declared himfelt a triend to 
ahe reduction of the national debt ; 
and he was fully perfuaded, that we 
had the power to act efficacioutly to- 
wards its reduction. ‘The grounds 
Upon which he ertertained thele 
{entiments, he held to be highiy 
reafonable ; and they were a fource 
to him of the greateft fatistaction. 
Ii his tentiments had been different, 
he mutt have dreaded the approach- 


In g tall of his cbuntry, and have 
been filled with the c nidecntion. 
that its refources were running 


haftily to extinétion. 

Nir. Pitt accufed Mr. Fox of hav- 
ing recourfe to flimfy and flippant 
mifreprefentation, It was not true 
that lord Mahon had afhrmed that 
to increafe the revenue it would be 
right to abolifh the taxes. A gene- 
ral propofition of this kind might be 
ridiculous; but he had not ex pofed 
himiclt to that ridicule. His no- 
tion was neither loofe por frivolous, 
He thought that fome old taxes 
might be recovered to their full ex- 
tent, by taking away later taxes 
which had intringed upon them. 
Did it argue a wanc of wifdom, that 
taxes impolinely laid on, fhould bs 
taken away ? Phe taxes propoted by 
lord North had been fo iil tounded, 
that in general they had defea ed 
their objects and it feemed that a 
refolution had been taken to imitate 
his indilcretion. 

He argued, thata loan could be 
raifed with greater advantage on a 
five, than a three per cent. fund; 
took notice of Mr. Fox’s de- 
claration, that the fvitem of finance 
by lord Mahon was a myttery into 
which he was notiniuated. He ob 
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ferved, that there was indeed 4 
myitery in the fyitem of his noble 
friend. This myttery was thar of 
compound interett, to which he way 
forry that Mr. Fox was fo com. 
pletely a lranger. He then repro 

bated the inhumanity of denying to 
the people ot E nglaod any inquiry 
into the taxes, with a view to take 
off thole ot them of which the cop. 
tinuance was burdentome and pers 
nicious. 

Mr. Fox returned to Mr. Pitt the 
charee of mifreprefentation ; and a 
verred, that he was by no means an 
enemy to inquire into the w: ays and 
means which were moit expedient 
for the reduction of the national 
debt. He was averfe from no mea- 
fure that could promote the advan. 
tage of the people. Bat he thought 
that the pretling bufinets of the pre- 
fent hour thould not be obttructed 
or delayed by inqui iries which were 
altogether forcig ‘a trom it. 

As to a loan at five per cent. orat 
three per cent. it was a matter that 
could hardly be perplexing to a 
{choolboy ; ‘and there was a childih 
petulance in the allufion which had 
been made to his ignorance of it, 
A very, gens al knowledve of fi- 
cures was fuflicient to demc nitrate, 
that a loan, if it could be obrained 
at five per cent. would no more be 
nefit this kingdom, than a loan at 
three or tour per cent, with the ufual 
douceurs. And with regard to the 
deficiencies, it was pretty clear that 
they would grow lefs and lets every 


year, 

He animadverted on the negh- 
gence of the late adminittration, 
with: regard to the taxes. T hey had 


not even left behind them the leaf 
trace of any invention for a loam 
Their fernlitv. was palpable ; and 
they were as inc apable ot generation 
as it was pot; Mble for barre ennels to 
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be. But perhaps it might be faid, 
chat the peace had occupica all their 
faculties fo completely, that they 
had not any attention to beftow on 
other topics. They could promife 
a great deal; but they performed 
little. 

Lord North fupported the refo- 
lutions ; and having obferved, that 
no arguinent had been offered againtt 
them, inferred from this circum. 
ftance that they were highly proper 
and falutary. With re{pect to the 
charge of ignorance which had been 
applied to him by lord Mahon, it 
did not affect or difquiet him in the 
{wallet degree. His cenfurer con- 
ceited himielf to be a great man ; 
and yet he was without experience. 
It might, therefore, be conjectured, 
that when he acquired it, he would 
be the wonder of the world. 

The notions entertained about a 
five per cent. fund were erroneous. 
He had endeavoured ta borrow upon 
fucha fund, but had been unable to 
contraét any beneficial bargain. It 
Was an error to fuppote that the 
money-lenders would lend at par. 
It was alfo an error to fuppofe that 
the five per cents. might be the 
foonett redeemed. For perfons lend- 
ing on this fund ftipulate invariably 
the condition, that the annuity 
fould be irredeemabie for fifteen 
years. The public being thus 
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obliged to pay the annuity for fo 
ereat a number of years, it would 
incur a greater lofs by this plan, 
than by borrowing on a three per 
cent. fund, His information had 
come to him in the courfe of actual 
bufinefs, and might be depended 
upon. As to theoretical ideas, they 
might appear very beautiful, and 
found weil in a dcbate ; but the mo- 
ment they were applied to affairs, 
they would tumble to the ground, 
and become bafelefs like the fabric 
of a vifion, 

Mr. Dempfler was profufe of 
compliments to lord John Caven- 
difh, for his having invented taxcs 
the leaft burdenfome of any that had 
ever been propofed. ‘The noble lord 
had made a fhoe to fit a gouty foor, 
tender upon every part, and with 
corns on every toe. 

In general, an extreme commend. 
ation was beitowed upon the taxce, 
with the exception of the wheel tax. 
A duty upon waggons and carts, it 
was thought, would affect not only 
the purpotes of agriculture, but the 
conveniency of carrying goods from 
place to places When the queftion, 
however, was put with regard to 
it, there appeared in its favour a 
majority of 47 to 20. ‘To the other 
rejolutions there were no particulary 
or ferious objections. 
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A remarkable Motion in the Houfe of 


1? fa Commi ffion. The Prerogative 


the Judges. The Lo/s of the Motion, 


June 3 4 ‘HE duke of Rich- 
mond called the art- 


tention of the peers toa fubject that 
‘ppeared to him to be of the higheitt 
importance. He was aware that the 





Fr. Rive 
Peers concerning the putting the Seals 


of the Crowwa. The Ind pendency of 


licht in which he viewed it, and 
the manner in which he was about 
to reafon upon it might feem to ke 
merely {peculative. He was fenfible, 
that there were men by whom every 


prv- 
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propofition for a reform would be 
ridiculed as a theory and a chunera. 
But allowing their fulleit weight to 
fuch forr of arguments, he was con- 
vinced that there were fuch things 
as original principles; and that 
there could not be any impropriety 
in reforting to thele, when the con- 
{litution was threatened with ¢n- 
croachments and danger, 

He confidered that parliament, 
when corrupted, was the moft pow- 
erful inflrument to dettroy the con- 
ftitution. The next inftrument, 
both with regard to power and dan- 
ger, was the corruption of the 
judges. To the topic of the inde- 
pendency of the judges, his thoughts 
had been drawn very torcibly by the 
confideration of the commiflion into 
which the great feal had lately been 
put. He meant nothing perfonal 
to lord Loughborough, nor to the 
other judges who were the com- 
miflioners tor its cutlody. Itwas 
the meaturc, and not the men, 
which had employed his reflec- 
tions. 

It was a point not to be difputed, 
that the independency of the judges 
was a matter in which every indivi- 
dual in the kingdom was fenfibl 
terefted. ‘The uprightnefs and in- 
tegrity of mew who judged of the 
woperty and the lives of the fub- 
jects of Engiand, were qualities 
which were indifputably necefiin 
for the fecurity of the public, and 
for the equal difiriburion of the laws 
of the land. ‘This polition, fo trong 
$n itfelf, and fo obvio is, was well 
illuttrated in our hiftorv, In early 
times, the judges were folely de- 
pendent on the pleafure of the 
crown. Antecedently to the Revo- 
Jution, they were created and de- 
poted at the will ot the fovereign. 
Atter that great evcnt, they were 
underitood to hold their fituations 
while they could execute their duty 
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with integrity. But prior to the 
deimife of the late hiny, doubts came 
to be entertained whether the com. 
iniffions of the judges did not expire 
with the fovereign who granted 
them. ‘To thefe doubts an cod was 
put by an act of George IT]. which 
declared, that they fhould continue 
conitantly in office, and be remove. 
able only for crimes, with the ex. 
ception, that an addrefs of both 
houfes of parliament to the crown, 
fhould operate their degradation, 
From this aét, which gave a vali. 
dity to their commiflions during 
their lives, while their behaviout 
was proper ; and from an act of kin 
William, which declared that their 
falaries fhould be fixed and afcer. 
tained ; it was underitood that ina 
tree country, they ought to be a 
bove every idea of dependence. For 
without the enjoyment of known 
and determined falavics, and with- 
out commiffions for lite, they could 
not with any propriety be confidered 
as independent. Of late years, how- 
ever, the fpiric of thefe laws was 
invaded ; and additions had occas 
fionaily been made to the falaries of 
of the judges. Thefe partial 
litions were alarming, as they 
flowed from the crown. For if ai 
addition of a thoufand or two thou- 
fand pounds a year could be made 
to onc judge, it might be proffered 
to all, and accepted by them ; and 
thus the judges, who ought to be 
independent, would become the o 
bedicnt vatlals of the prerogative. 
There were two methods of go 
veruing men, and of making them 
dependent. ‘They were direc ted by 
their fears and their hopes. Now 
the acts of king William and of 
George Ill. had taken away the 
fe.rs of the judges; for the will of 
pleafure of the crown could not re 
move them, except for crimes. But 
tt their hopes were not defiroyed & 
“ 
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well as their fears, the work of their 
independency was but halt atchiev- 
ed. From the confideration of this 
circumftance, he had been prompted 
to fubmit to the peers the commif- 
fion lately iffued to three lords *, 
eatrufting them with the care of the 

reat feal. It wasobvious, that the 
judges in that commiffion had been 
feleéted by favour, and not by fe- 
niority. ‘This of itfelf was a pecu- 
liarity that was fufpicious. But tar- 
ther: the emoluments which ac- 
crued to the holders of the great feal 
were extenfive ; and thefe, with the 
fuper-addition of the falaries en- 
joyed by the commiflioncrs as judges, 
give them advantages which were 
certainly improper and dangerous. 
For future judges might expect 
them. They might indulge in the 
hope of them ; make advances to fa- 
cilitate their hopes ; and laying a- 
fide their independence, bafk under 
the influence of the crown. 

Nothing could be farther from 
his mind, than to make any infinu- 
ation to the prejudice of the prefent 
commiffioners of the great feal. It 
became him to fay of them, and of 
the judges in general, that there 
never was upon the bench a fet of 
men fo incorrupt, fo able, and fo 
deferving, ‘Their characters were 
not ex pofed to impeachiments of any 
kind. From the prefent commif- 
fion he had nothing to apprehend, 
It was the example that affected 
him. He forefaw the confequences 
that muft inevitably follow the pre- 
valence of fuch a practice. He 
dreaded them; and every friend to 
the conftitution ought to dread them. 

Ot the evil complained of he was 
Scrtain ; but he did not know how 
to point out a remedy for it. But 
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this was no reafon why the matre¢ 
fhould not be inquired inte. In one 
of the old commiffions, three lay- 
lords had been joined with the ma- 
fler of the rolls tor the time being. 
In another, ferjeant Maynard, and 
other ferjeants, had been the come 
miffioners. !e was difficult to fay 
what clafs of men ought moft natu- 
rally to afpire to the diftinction of 
commitfioners ; but fure he was, that 
to felect judges by favour to fit io 
this capacity, and to beftow upon 
them the falaries and emvluments 
arifing to a lord chancellor, was to 
affect their independency in a mane 
ner the mott material. If there waa 
any neceflity for choofing judges to 
be commiilioners, and if it was pof 
fible for them to have leifure from 
the bufinefs of their own courts to 
exercife this new and importante 
duty, let them do it without any 
additional falary or perquilite. 

There were alfo other imethods 
by which the hopes of the judges 
were excited, and from which he 
was equally averfe. ‘The granting, 
tor example, of commiflions fimilar 
to that under which the prefent 
chict juftice of the King’s Bench fat 
as fpeaker of the Houfe of Lords, 
appeared to him to be highly excep- 
tionable. It was well known to 
him, that the commilfion of the noe 
ble earl was not a new one, but of 
an old date. Still, however, that 
method of reward feemed addrefled 
tothe hopes of judyes. It tended 
to fubmit them to a dependence oa 
the will and pleafure of the crowne 
It was a contradiction to the idea, 
that judges ought to have ftated and 
fixed falaries, and ought to be fe- 
cure in their independence. 

He acknowledged, that his feele 
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ings were affailed by another cir- 
cumitance; and he conceived it to 
be hazardous that judges fhould ac 
dll fit in the Houle ot leers, He 
defired not to fay that the highett 
honours which the crown had to 
confer, fhould not be open to the 
law as well as to every other ho- 
nourable profeflion. But it was his 
opinion, that while lawyers fat on 
the bench as judges, they fhould 
abitain from the exercife of the pri- 
vileges of peers. ‘They ought not 
to fit, to debate, and to vote in the 
Houle of Peers. Thofe whofe bu- 
finefs it was to expound the law, 
ought not to act as legiflators. “The 
opinion of prefident Montefquieu, 
who had ftudied with care the hug 
hith conttitution, ought to have 
weight on this fubject. Tt was fo 
rematkably to the point, that he 
would quote it. “Phat great man 
obferves, ** When the legiflative 
and executive powers are united in 
the fame perion, or in the fame 
body ot inagiilrates, there can be 
no liberty ; becaufe apprehenfions 
may arite leit the fame monarch or 
fenate fhould enact tyrannical laws 
to execute them in a tyrannical 
manner, No hberty can exit, it 
the judiciary power be hot feparated 
from the legifiative and the execu- 
tive. Were it joined with the le- 
yiflatiwe, the life and liberty of the 
fubyect would be ex poted tO arbi- 
trary controul: tor the judge would 
be then the legiilator, Were it 
joined to the executive power, the 
judge might behave with violence 
and oppreflion.” There was an- 
other authorny to which he would 
appeal, and of which the value 
would not be controverted. * No- 
thing, according to Mr. Blackftone, 
18 more to be avoided in a tree con- 
flitution, than uniting the provinces 
of a judge and a minitter.” 
He contefled that thefe tefimo- 
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nies had great weight with him; 
and they could not but imprefs him 
with the greater force, when he 
confidered the very flender and ex. 
traordinary ground on which the 
judges were excluded from fitting 
in the other houfe of parliament, 
Their exclufion did not reft upon 
any law or act of parliament. It 
was the confequence of a fingle re- 
{olution of the houle of commons, 
It the impropriety then of their 
fitting in the one houfe was fo eafily 
admitted, he could not conceive 
why there fhould be much difficulty 
in allowing it with regard to the 
other. ‘To fitamong the peers, and 
to act as politiciins, was inconfitt- 
ent with the character of judges, 
Nor was this all. For if lord chan- 
cellors and lords commiflioners were 
to fit as peers, they mutt deliberate 
upon their own decrees, and, as it 
were, try themfelves. In an idea 
of this fort, there was every thing 
that was mott ivrational, It had 
been boafted of by lord Hardwicke, 
that though he had fat upon the 
woolfack during a long period, not 
one ot his decrees had been ree 
verfed. ‘This afflertion, however, 
though ulsd in triumph, appeared 
to him to bea fact that proved too 
much, and which, of confequence, 
was not properly to be regarded as 
of a complimentary ftrain, Was it 
to be fuppofed, that lord Hardwicke 
was infallible, and that in the mule 
titude of his determinations on the 
chancery bench, he had never once 
pronounced an crroncous judgment? 
Or was it not more natural to fup- 
pofe, that the realon why none 
ot his lordfhip’s decrees had beea 
reverfed during his continuance 
on the woolfack, was the great 
influence which a chancellor 

lord Hlardwicke’s abilities mut 
ever poficfs in that houfe. This 
opinion had impreficd him ftrong!y: 
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and it was a confirmation of it, 
that when lord Henley fat in that 
houfe as lord keeper, he had the 
misfortune to endure the reverfal of 
feveral of his decrees; but that 
from the time he became lord Nor- 
thington, and was created a peer, 
having an opportunity of talking 
to their lordflups about his decrees, 
there were no longer any reverfals 
of them. In all cafes of appeal, 
a cuftom had prevailed to leave the 
judgment tothe law lords. The lay 
lords feldom interfered. That the 
law lords fhould try over again the 
caufes they had adjudged, was there- 
fore, he imagined, an impropriety 
fo glaring, that it could not but 
frike every impartial obferver. 
The fource of juttice ought to be 
preferved with a moft ferupulous pu- 
rity. He wifhed, accordingly, that 
efiectual meafures were taken for 
removing the hopes as well as the 
fears of judges; and, perhaps, no 
method could produce this purpofe 
fo advantageoutly as their confine- 
ment to their judgefhips. At the 
fame time, he was not anxious to 
narrow their incomes, If their fa- 
laries were infufficient cither for 
their dignity or their fervices, let 
them be augmented. But if any 
augmentation be given, let it be 
hyed and not variable. Let it not 
fluctuate at the pleafure of thie 
Crown”, 

He intimated, that it was his in- 
tention to move, that a committec 
thould be appointed to inquire into 
the independency of the judges, 
and into the beit means of fecuring 
it. As, however, a naked vote of 
that kind might be deemed un 
parliamentary, he would previoutfly 
move, “* That putting the feals in 
commillion, durante bene placito 


. . ° : 4 
and appointing judges commif- 
honers, with large falaries and pere 


quites to be received by them 
1535, 
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during the exiflence of a commiffion 
Originating in and folely dependant 
on the will and pleature of the 
crown, tended to invalidate the a@ 
of the 13thof King William.” 

Lord Abingdon gave his hearty 
concurrence to this miotion. Here 
probated, in the ttrongett terms, 
the minifterial felection of the judges 
ot the land, not in the order in 
which they ftood, and not accord. 
ing to that claim of fuperioriry 
which entitled them to a preference 
in holding the great feal by com. 
miffion, It was a blow both againt 
law and equity. It originated in 
motives of party, and was directed 
to time-ferving purpofes. It aim- 
ed at the difturbance, and perhaps at 
the deilruction of that independency 
which was eflential to the diftribue 
tion of equal juitice ; and it was to 
be impured to the machinations of 
a late coalition of partice, which was 
altogether feandalous and deteftable. 

"Lhe duke of Portland objected 
to the motion which had been made 5 
and confidered it as containing, by 
implication, a violent cenfure of 
che meafure to which it fo pointed. 
lv alluded. He was entirely con- 
vineed that the judges ought to be 
independent; and he could net cons 
ceive that they could befecured more 
effectually againit the influence of 
the crown than by the methads 
which had already been adopied tor 
that end, 

To put the feals in commiffion, 
was not anew experiment. It had 
been done repeatedly without cen- 
fure. In the prefent cafe it was 
merely a temporary tranfaction ; 
and it was not eafy to obferve how 
it could detract from the indepen. 
dency of the judges. In human af. 


fairs, to extinguifh the excitements 
of hope would be to extinguith the 
vigour of human action and pure 
argument 

were 


Befides, if 
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were juit, that the hope of being 
put jnto a commiffion for the great 
feal, would deitroy the independency 
ot the Judges did it pot follow, 
that there fhould be no fuch Pp aces as 
the chief r fticefhips of the courts 
ot the King’s-Bench and Common 
Picas ? Did it not follow, that 
m the Exche quer there fhould be 
no fuch place as the feat of the chiet 
baron? Did it not follow that the 
mott ferupulous equ: ality fhould be 
maintained among : judge 3; that they 
fhould never pt refume to afpire to 
the pecrage ; and that every high 
honour in the gift of the crown 
fhould be induftrioufly placed be 
yond their reach 2? That he mig ht 
oppofe, however, the motion int 
mott refpectful manner to the n ole 
duke, he moved the previous cat 
tion. 

The earl of Carlifle expected to 
have heard fome detail ot the per- 
nicious confequences which had 
flowed trom putting the great feal 
into commiflion. But no fuch detail 
had been given ; ; and as the practice 
fad prevailed during a feries of years 
without exciting any public alarm, 
he underftood not the motion under 
deliberatien to be founded in juttice 
or policy. It had not been faid 
that the prefent commiifion difiered 
@flentially from former ones; and 
the noble duke, whom it offended, 
had nothing to urg againit the per- 
fons who ha id -been appoincd the 
@omn iloners. 

There was a fallacy in the arcu. 
ment ot the . kor a 
thing could be more liberal tha 
to cut off all ho ype ot hi her a ™ 
nour, when a lawyer of eminence 
wus made a jud ve. Iewas the re 
fule of fuch realoning, that feniori- 
ty was the propereit ro ad to pre] fers 
menton the bench; and what was 
this but to argue shee infirmities and 


Ui age were the happicit recommen: 
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dations to offices of a&tive labour jy 


the law. ‘There could not bea more 


juit, or ne or honoura! le ny 


tion, than the pride of attaining to 
the hicheit honoursin any profethon, 
Now this pride and ambition, trom 
which fo many great —. "S Were to 
be ex pecte d, woul ld be , extingy fhed 
for ever, ii the candidates tor uth. 
lity and appl. e were only to prof. 
Ps t by the 7 wt of their da LYS 
d the flo * Operations of time, 

I the nobvie duke could mean to 
mnfinuate any ciftant attack againg 
lord Loughborou, th, his argument 
was not only improper, but in 


fidious, As es himfelf, he was 
proud to re egard lord Loug rhba: oueh 
aS his frien: F- and he could settee 


admire as well as commend him fer 
acting from the high impulies of az 
honeit ambition. He hoped be 
would not flacken his ardour in f 
natural and honourable a_purfuit 
bins talen ts, ability, and attention, 
In proportion as they promoted his 
own honour, would advance that oi 
his country. 

The duke ( f Richmond rofe to 
remind the houte, that in his for 
ther {pecch he had deiinitively de- 
clared, that he intended not any 
cenfure of adminiiirationfin putting 
the great feal in commition. Hu 
purp ole Was to reafon Uj itl i¢ poe 
bable confequences of fu a prac 
tice. Butas the noble duke con 
dered the amount of his motion t0 
be an implied repreheniion of the 
meature, he would, with the urmot 
readinefs, withdraw it. Upon ful 
filling this declaration, he cook the 
liberty, ho wever, tomove, * Tha 
a% committee be ap pointed to take 
into conlideration the indepe ndency 
of the judges, and fuch i: urther Ite 
gulations as may be proper lor 
curing the fame.” 3 

The duke of Portland perceiy 5 
no nccellity for this new move 
pont 


“tae > 
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quellion. Lord 
his furprize, 
fhould have 
firft refolution, be- 
ple it ground and batis 
for the fecond, which was now Wan 
tonly fufpended in the air ; tor it 
could not be faid, that the fmailett 
fact t appeared to fupport it, or to in- 
d vce the ho ufe to as ree to if. ‘The 
withdrawing of the firft motion tor yk 
away every ‘pretention tor the 
tion of the fecond. The ev: Aci . 
plained of he could not but hold to 
be imaginary ; and it was beneath 
the div nity of ed Ps to waile 
their time in fpeculating upon It. 
He conte: ded, pretident Mon- 
tefquicu, inthe patlage quoted by 
te no hle duke «Mindat hot ae“: ii- 
ly to the Enghih conilicuuon. ‘That 
great politi cian was not fu ignorant 
of the Englith conftitution as not to 
know th: at a judicial was blended 
with a legiflative power in the houte 
of peers; and th at the peers could 
at occafionally in both c: a ICitICs. 
It was alfo to be obferved, that Mon- 
tefquieu was not fond of changes 
even when a real grievance was dii- 
covered. For men after fuftering 
anevil, know its extent, and are 
accutiomed to bear it; but they 
know not the operation of the ye- 
medy that might be preferibed, aud 
have atitle to entertain apprehen- 
fions, leit they might wey by a- 
dopting it. That author had like- 
ways extended his ridicule to thefe 
who were ever eager after a refine- 
ment on f: ecdom; and had diverted 
himfelf with Harrington, who had 
builta Chalcedon with a Byzantium 
before ~ his eyes ‘To 
from } judges by “ad ol 
the excitement of 

hope, would be a ftroke of the vileit 
tyranny. Nor could he reconcile 
himfelf to the notion, that coms 
miffions fhould be filled with 


lords, 


pres iov 3 
y eiled 
oble duke 


stoved Mie 
Stormont e¢: 
th it the 

ithdrawn his 
was a 


dop- 


ta! ALC aw av 
parliament 


ambition and 


lay 
He never widhed te have a 
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fuit in Chancery; but if that mif. 
fortune fhould betal him, he fhouild 
think himfe!f itil more unfortunate, 
if the feals fhould be in any hands 
but thofe of lawyers. 

Lord Loughborouw; gh, in a mate 
ter in Which he was fo immediate ly 
concerned, laid claim to the indul- 
wence of the | houie. He remarked, 
that a pronene!s to fpeculation and 
a love of change, had been impute 


ed to the noble duke whole rcloiue 


tions had been under dilcuilion, 
fome ge the obfervation 
night be juft, bor he thought ie 


coma heable in de prefent cafes 
The noble duke might be anxious 
indeed to eftablith a theory ; but 
the term theory had no fort of 
ference to his seanlionie 
ory it is neceil. 

thing fyitcm, or 
like method, or 


We defide: 


b - carric ! ito pt: “A ‘tice ; \e 


re 
In a the- 
ry to look for 


igine- 


avwntmeenan 
lil aC te arrane thi nf, 
uchen, or order. 


Lie fomethin; y th: it 2S to 


Cc ¥ pce 23 
the detection of an error, and ‘the 
fugegeition of an ur pe noe gon _ 

the noble duke had pointed out no 
CTVOr 5 and was folic ous to encacc 
them in the tak of f 
dy ior a grievance th: 
in his own imagination. 
full of complatats. 
certained and 


ckint ra romee- 


4 . 
t only exited 
lle was 


He had ) >t 31 


~\ of#i@e 


defcrtbed no evil, 
He was tond oj An novation. He 
had yet afcertained ard deferibed no 
remedy. Hewas p roru fe in impol- 
fibilities and abfurditics. Tey Ate 
failed a pracuce which the diferciion 
of the crown has repeatedly exer- 
cifed, and always with appr thon. 
He had - fevered in it nothin ¢ 
that is pr five to the fubjects 
and eens rience, the infallible teit of 
political truth. has demon {trated 


no 
trom It. 

he noble duke, 
loft in the maze of 


tht imeonventence can refule 
he obferved, 
vague oblervas 
tion, and dreaming ct unreal de- 
tects, was refolute to bear away 


la from 
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from the human mind hopes and 
fears, Which are infeparable trom it, 
and upon which much ot what is 
valuable in it depends ‘The mind 
ot man has ME Wi? been reprefented 
in very different lights, by fome it 
is conceived to be every thing thut 
1s worthy an d ami ible ; > and by 
others it is reprefented ass m vit 
worthlefs and wicked. Such dil- 
quilitions are the province of mora- 
hiiis; and they may have their ule. 
But le gillators act very differently. 

They do not w ander into aburact 
reafonings : they apply the reitraints 
ot the law to any ai habit of the 
mind, as it becomes predominant and 
prejudicial to the true and rauional 
ends ot fouls ty. 

With a wild fpirit of project the 
noble duke imagines that the hope 
oft being prom ted to a commitlion, 

which is rarely necellary, and al 

ways of {hort duration, and the 
fear of being removed trom a tla- 
tion fo precarious and uncertain, may 
at fome time or other afleét the inde- 
pendency of the judyes ot the crown, 
and operate ay rumous temptations 
to corruption and ferviltiy. From 
the acceflion of the ilutlrious ff. umily 
upon the throne, the great teal has 
been but four times im commifen, 
previoutly to the prefent appoint- 
ment. Now the noble duke ought 
to have tnftanced trom thefe, that 
the pudges who acted under them had 
acted umproperly. Ele fhould have 
ihewn that their independence or 
integrity were hurt by their holding 
the great feal; and af this was im- 
pothble, he ought to have evinced 
to a certainty, that the prefent 
commilfiion was different from the 
former ones, and peculiarly obnoxi- 
Ous to animadverh on. But he had 
been able to collect no fact that 
could jultity his conduct. He had 
no folid ground to reit upon; and 
bs mounts up inte the ais, 
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Every man who loves the congi- 
tution, and who venerates the laws, 
nuit detire infinitely the depen- 
cence of the judges. W ethne their 
independence there could be no equ) 
or lusparual adminittraion of juf. 
tue. For their independence, of 
cor feq) lence there can be but one 
with and one fentiment. But is jt 
to be ath med, that this inde cpens 
cence is wanting ? No. The con. 
duct of the judges cannot be ar. 
At this perie id they y have 
even more inde ‘pendence than they 
ever pofleflud at any given time 
fince the Revolution ; and it is 
gaaided and protected in a manner 
the molt effectual, 

\\ ben a reference is made to for. 
mer commiflioners, itis fit to attend 
to tact and experience. Did any of 
them betray an improper bias to the 
crown, or could it be ever faid, 
that the rT Inte SEPIty rc cived any taint 
by their hay ing been commiiioners ? 
In the fit of the four commith 
ons to which he had alluded, 
there were fir Joieph Jekyll, lord 
chict baron Gilbert, i lord Ray- 
mond. Now could it be faid of 
fir Jofeph Jekyll, that he was pli- 


Tilt uned, 


ant and accommodating 10 the 
crown? ‘This would be to reverie 
his character altogether. His ine 
flexibility was proverbial. Could 


any thing like a vile fubferviency 
or Corruption be imputed to lord 
chiet baron Gilbert, or lord Ray- 
mond? ‘The too th of calumny 
could not tatten upon them. Their 
integrity and indepe ne den ce were a 
unfhaken and unfullied as their pro 
fe(lional reputations were difting ill 
ed and ereat. To th 1 ji ud ves in the 
other thiee commiffions, ¢ jal praife 
was due; and fo far was it from 
being a rule, that the difcretion of 
the crown fhould be directed in the 
fel.ction of the commiflioners by 4 
rezard to feniority among the pt 
5 ine 
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‘foe judetess that it fo happened, 
that in the init: inNces Pro luced, the 
fenior puifne judge was not called 
to the it ition of a commilitone: 
As tothe prefeut commiilion, fet- 
ting afide one 20% he did not 
doubt bue that thote who miche 
{ocak of it in future tines \\ ould 
hare a title fo pronounce of tin 
the terms he had employed with re- 
gard to former comiuiifioners. | [t 
had indeed ¢ siited ony afhort time. 
An enlightened public, however, 
anda learnea bar, would judge im- 
and correctly ot its con- 


partially , } 
an individual, ir b 


duct. A 
him to anfwer oniv fo 
and tor the intentions which he telt 
to difehat ge with tidelity the 
of his commiffions He was called 
to act; and it was the province ot 
others to judge ot bun. 

The noble d ike had glanced at 
the augmentation which his ma- 
jefty had been pleated to make 
the chief juftice of the Common 
Pleas, fince he had the honour to 
futtain that office. ‘This allufion 
was indecent, and belonged not to 
the fubject under difeuthon. It the 
perfon who now held the office were 
alone contidered, the augmentation 
might perhaps be bey ond his defert. 
But if the nature and rank and du- 
ties of the office were contidered, he 
believed that no difpaffionate man 
would pronounce that it was too 
large. Was it not right to fecure the 
integ grity and inde pendence of afla- 
tion fo important as that of the 

chiet iT uitice of the C ommon Ple as ? 
When he had: agreed to accept that 
hon: uur, he qui itted a very lee rative 
fituation in the proteifion , and he 
Was given to underttand, that its ape 
poi ntmen ts were to be made per- 
Mane ntly equ: il to what ev ery im- 


partial man felt to be proper ‘for it. 
Under this affurance, 


‘caine 
" ° . , 
his induttrv, 


Guties 


he had ace 


cepted the hi oh honour which was 
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offered to him; leaving the office 
which he then held, and renounce. 
ing all the advantages attending the 
practice of his provelli ion. Jtis an 
obterv: ition, that what may be done 
at any tine is very apt to be delay- 
ed. Ie happened that he continued 
in ofice nearly a year and a half 
before he either knew what the ap- 
pointments actually were, or ree 
ceived any pat t of his falary. At 
length the extent of the aueme nta- 
tion wasafcertuined. Burt this aug- 
inentation was not perfonally fe 
individually to hin while he held 
the plice of chicf juttice. ‘The ap- 
pontme nt was not parcicular and 
partial, It was annexed to the 
chief juttice of the Common Pleas, 
aud was to go to his fuceetfors, 

The duke of Richmond made a 
few obfervations in reply to lord 
Loughborough. He interpreted the 
fpeech of his lordi hip to be an ap- 
peal to the paillons of the houle. 
If he had alledged any {pecific tact 
as the rround of his m ition, a cry 
would have been raifed that he had 
made a perfonal attack. As he had 
fpoken at large, bis argument was 

called theoretical and “fpec ulative. 
This would ever be the fituation of 
men who were ftudious to improve 
the conttitution, and to advance it 
to pertection. ‘The bulinefs of ob- 
jection was ecafy; and there was 
nothing, however beneticial or glo- 
rious, to which difficulties m ghe 
not he oppoted. He had heard no- 
thing that could fhake his argument 5 
and there were perfons in the pros 

effion of the law who had agreed 
with him in the opinion, that the 
commiffion fo otten alluded to, affect- 
ed the independency of the judges, 
_ was to be accounted a cal AMILY. 

As he had difavowed any perfon: il 
intention in bringing forward his 
motion, he thought it itrange that 
any imputation of that kind thould 


3 be 
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be applied to him, But being con- 
{i tou: sot the fincerity and patrionim 
Ww hich « cul ided him, he cared not tor 
mNput tions that were not founded 
in reality. <Astothe penfion ¢ crant- 
ed to lord Loughborough, he could 
not by any means approve of it; 
and he believed that he was not fin- 
gular in confideriag it as a me -afure 
the mor unwile and 1 I! nproper. He 
11 web be charged with the love of 
change, but the cenfure did not 
hurt ti im. Without change or in- 
novation there could be no improve- 
ment. It was idle, however, to ex- 
pect fuccefs in any plan or propofie 
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‘ 
tion of reform from which admin}. 
{tration were averfe. Since, there. 
fore, the noble duke at the head of 
the treafury de ‘clared, that though 
he agreed with him in his general 
principles, he was hottile to his 
motion, he was indifferent in what 
manner it fhould be difpofed of, 
He contidered the getting rid of any 
motion by a previous queition to be 
as ttrongly a rejection as a direct nes 
gativee He would thereiore, at 
prefent, proceed no farther. The 
previous queiiion was bow put and 

carried withaut a divifion, 





C H A 
A Bill fo reform g tf Public OF 
pia sof A bufes. Oppo/it "to i 


of rp 


MIDST the for 
A ferving the na fuggetted 
not merely by the enormous load of 
the national debt, but by the ex- 
i! tence of real and pe rici us grieve 
ances, itoccurred to Mr. Pitt, that 
arcform was highs expedi nt in 
the public offices. He accordingly 
prefented to commons, “A 
bill for preventing abufes, and ef- 
tablith certain re sin the 
feveral oilices ot the Treafu ‘y, Ad- 
miraity, Ordnance, Excile, and 
Stamps, and of end other of- 
He then moved, * That 
there be laid before the houfe. 1. 
Acco ot the gratuities, 
and perquifites, received and taken 
by or | in the 
fall and departments, 
viz. the Admiralty ice, the Ord- 
he War-oftice, the othee of 
comptroller of the army HCCOUNTS, 
the N; ivy -ofhce, the Naw P Vav-othce 
the Vietuall ng-office, the Sick: nd 
burtethice, theCuit mahoufe, the Ex. 


9) 


projes ts 


on, 


the 


: rulat OD 


ne 

Pad . 
*? 

hiv Co. 

units 


fces, 


any 


W ie 


perion 


ome Cs 


‘itlons 


Nahee, t 





ee rey 


Py Ve 
. 7 ‘ O f Is of t} rf D 7. Come 
‘ Ref. 4 Bill, dtis lof? rian thy Houfe 


cife-office, the office of furvevor ree 


neral of his majetty’s land revenues, 
t! Cc off ce ot furve) yor genera i ot his 
majettv’s woods and fo: ‘elts, the ole 


fice of taxes, the Stamp-ofhice, the 
Salt-ollice, the hawkers and ped- 
lars oice, and the hackney-coach 
Ofhce. 2. Accounts ot the annual 
incidental charges incurred in each 
of the fiid offices. 3. Copies of 
the eit: ber haa of the {aid of- 
vane as they {tood at Mich.clinas 
1782, fhewing the numbcrs of the 

re il of—cers, and clerks en ployed 
therein, with the falaries and allows 
ances paid to cach.” 

This bill, propofed by Mr. Pitt, 
comprehended a great variety of 
objects ; and he declared that it was 
a part of the plan of ceconomical 
retorm which had been projes Led by 
the late adminiftration. In pre 
paring it, affiftance had been detite 
cd trom the commitloners of pue- 
lhe accounts; and it had in view 
the moft fimp! cand cafy method 1 of 
CTO, 
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reform. He ther fore - flatrered him- 


felf, that the bul, in « onfequence of 
15 utilets att portance, would 
rea t twO hy ru ies oOo; pare 
a“ B } 1 that the late 
sdminiitraion bad been tail of high 
rote ty mm but that dur- 
= t " nein \ hich t! \ 
had con Lin pows ' it Was not 


riven 
way then with 
refpect to wry al TCS 5 and loud 
ot xtra vacant fees tn- 
nts ot I. ( — 
sell ports had beer 
fore fit that 


| 
io they had not 
t 2oules 


vers cleat th 
ve ves to cre 
complaints 
ken fromthe mere 
On account 
heard. if Was tite: 
their conduct thould be inquired ine 
fo, that a judgment might be formed 
ot their, fidelity and honevr. He 
moved accordingly tor 1. An 
account ot all fees received on pafi- 
ports given to any flips trom the 
oth ot November, 1752, at the 
oimce of the * Creturies ot {tate, or 
any ether office, the quantity ot 
the fame, and the dittributionthere- 
of. And, 2. For copies of ail let- 
ters applying for iedrefs on com- 
piaining of the faid tees taken at the 
office ot the feeretaries of fiate, or 
anv other othce.”” 

Lord John Cavendith was doubt- 
ful whether the objects of the bill 


° 
4 


would be beft obtained by an att of 
paris ment Perhaps there were 
others and ‘ted expentive means by 
which its advantages n ight be fe. 


, ! +} } + +} . 

cured, He thought thatthe regu- 

lanons of the fees, gratuities, and 
’ 


- julfites in the dif 
mM nts of the pt li bhie othce 


rent depart- 
3, micht be 
djulted by eac h office — ectively. 
Whe ¢ ab ules had ers d to an 
improper extent, an oilicial cor- 
rection might be applied. ‘Lhe ap- 
ication of this correction would, 
belide 4 $ proper advantage, have 
fo the f; lutary effeét of giving to 
ine different offices that. wei ight, 
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pride, and confidence, which were ne- 
ceflary to uphold their virtue. Now 
the bill in quettion would have the. 
effect to deitroy this official on 
quence, and mi ght eventually tend to 
a a inver the w yhole manacement of 

ep iblie ex} pena ripe For i if fulpie 


clons were avowed, that the heads 
ot the offices sonnived at corrupe 
tions and travds in thofe under 


them, the receipt and expenditure 
of the revenue would be expoted to 
hazard. ‘This furmife was .not to 
be treated tlightly ; and he believed 
that no abufe hi: ‘d iitherto been 
practifed that ought to produce 2 
denial of confidence to the public 
othees. 

There were other objections to the 
bili. Itir thould pafs, the commife 
hon of accounts muft be continued 
to a yvreat length of time. ‘his 

vould ‘expote ihe public tO an ime 
menfe expence; a cire: umitance 
which was a very impro per oper 
tion of ceconomy or reform, The 
endlefs variety of matter which the 
bill held out to obfervation and {crus 
tiny, would employ long and anx- 
ioufly the thoughts and labour of 
the commiffioners. Nor could it e& 
cape notice, that the fuperiors in 
each office muft be neceflarily more 

le tor this bufinefs than even the 
comimitfioners, 

li was indeed tobe confeffed, that 
there were articles in the bill which 
he highly approved. ‘The fale of 
offices was a matter which was infie 
nitely abfurd ; and he was ready to 
concur in any advifable method for 
correcting an abufe that was fo noe 
torious. It was impoilible that ot- 
fices could be filled with propriety, 
when money and not ability was the 
title to them. There were other 
abufes pointed to in the bill, for 
which remedies ought to be fought 
for and applied. ‘he expenditure 
of itationary wares ia the public 
H 4 vibccs, 
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offices, and in the houfes of officers, 
was fhameful and exceilive in the 
greatett deyree, But it appeared that 
thefe vrievances might be removed; 
and all the objeéts of the bill be at- 
tained without its palling into a law. 
Mr. Pittaccounted it furprifing that 
lord Joho Cavendith thould oppofe 
his bil, while he allowed that there 
were parts of it which called forth 
his approbation, His dill was tounc- 
ed ona principle of official aecono- 
my and public reform; and the fi- 
tuation of the country demanded it. 
‘Lo continue the commilhon of ac- 
counts might be expentive; bat 
wou'd not the benefits wiitiag trom 
it be fuifictent to compenfate any 
‘ That 
otlicial abules thould be remedied 
by official men, was in his mind a 
moni{trous propofition. For thofe 
who actually committed the abufes 
would be required to remedy them. 
Reforms condu€ed in this manner 
For 
abufes 


to continue in 


he's that marorhye be incurred ig 


would be prepotte: nurs indeed ! 
men who had gained by 
would be difpoled 
them, 

Ir there was an object mere de- 
ferving than another of the otten- 
tion of parliament, it was thatthe 
receipt and expenditure of public 
money fhould be managed in all the 
great revenue offices with the moit 
{fLrupulous purity and exatnefs. ‘To 
enlarge on the confequences of a 
contrary practice would be to trifle. 
They-were mott palpably obvious. 
It was more inftructive to enter into 
the abutes which ac tually prevailed, 
When the late board of treafury in- 
ficuted an eng iry with regard to 
the navy-otlice, they were repeatedly 
intormed that in this department no 
tees were received. It appeared, 
however, that thouch no tecs could 
be legally demanded, fums of moncy 
to A great amount Were taken under 
the appellauon of gifts, Thus, for 
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example, the chief clerk of the ng. 
vy-ofice had a falary of abour two 
hundred and fiity pounds ‘a year, 
but he received not leis than two 
thoufand five hundred pounds in 
gitts. The other clerks, whofe fy. 
laries weie {inaller, received gilts 
In proportion. ‘Theie gilts might be 
termed the wages of corruption, 

Between the clerks in office who 
were concerned in checking, patting, 
and expediting the accounits of per. 
fons who were employed in ferving 
the public with different articles, 
and thofe perfons themfelves, there 
prevailed a mott infamous traffic, 
which def: auded the nation of a great 
annual revenue. In the pott-office 
the place of fecretary Was leyally 
worth ix hundred pounds, but its 
profits exceeded three thoutand. The 
wo fecretaries of the treafury might 
receive peri during peace two 
thoufand pounds; but in the time 
of war, their income role to five 
thoufand. There were other, and 
perhaps greater abufes; but thefe 
were fufficient to afcertain the exif 
ence of the grievance ; and thatthe 
public muft gain in no common 
meafure by a general reform in the 
public offices. 

The neceflity of giving a check to 
the fale of offices was univerially al 
lowed ; and it was not lefs neceflary 
to bring forward regulations with 
regard to the fuperannuation of offie 
cers, and the appointment of perfons 
to difcharge the duty of fuch of them 
as may have leave of abfence. Pre- 
vioully to the exittence of the lait 
board of treafury the commifhioners 
of the ftamp-duty had been accule 
tomed to appoint each of them one 
of their own feryants to be a ftamp 
er, and initantly to grant leave o 
abfence to him; fo that the place 
was a finecure, and the bufineis o 
it done by a deputy. New offices 
had alfo been created without a 
ceflity j 
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cefity ¢ and no abufe could be more 
reenant with pebdlic rain. a 

‘The improvident expenalture ot 
the revenue of the kingdom in what 
had obtained the name of incidental 
expences, under which | head were 
comprifed the fupply of perfons in 
office with coals, candles, and tur- 
niture, had grown to an extrava- 
eance that was truly amazing. The 
work done to houtes held under go- 
yernment was another enormous im- 
polition and abafe. The houfe in 
Downing-ftrect had coft the public 
for vepairs in one year the fum ot 
ten thoufand pounds. Buthby-park 
had alfo its there of expence ; and 
thefe were not the only houfes be- 
longing to the public. a 

As tothe confumption of ftation- 
ary wares by the officers in the dit- 
ferent departments of government, it 
might be termed a depredation It 
exceeded the annual fum ot eigh- 
teen thoufand pounds. It would 
aflonifh the noble lord in the blue 
ribband, that the year before the latt 
he had coft the public one thoufand 
and three hundred pounds tor {la- 
tionary. Of the bill the articles 
were certainly very curious; and 
one of them was moft particularly 
fu. It was an item of three hun. 
dred and forty pounds for whipeord, 
It was impoilible that his lordthip 
could have connived at this extra- 
vagancy of abufe. But it might be 
alluded to in order to evince the ab- 
folute neceflity for a fubflantial re- 
term. He could hardly believe 
that any ferious oppofition could be 
made to the meafure he had propof- 
ed; and he fated that the carrying 
of it into execution would add an- 
hually to the public revenue not lefs 
afum than forty thoufand pounds, 

Lord North declared that the 
flatement of his bill for ttationary 
had not been made with a due can- 
dour, Asto the item of the whip- 
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cord he had never before heard of 
it. But, when it was urged that his 
{tationary amounted to one thoufand 
and three hundred pounds, it ought 
to have been oblerved, that there 
were peculiar circumftances in Con 


nection with it. Upon the ftation- 
er’s bill there was an allowance of 
gO per cent, which was a perquifite 
to the uther of the Exchequer. He 
thought indeed that this expence 
might be faved to the public; and 
that the perquifite might be dropped 
after the death of the prefent ufher 
ot the Exchequer, who held his of- 
fice tor lite. But in refpect of the 
amount of his bid for ftationary, this 
peculiarity reduced it to bool. Now 
us the tirtt lord ot the treafury kept 
a feeretary and feveral clerks, and 
as his houfe was rather an oflice 
than a private dwelling, it per- 
haps might bethought that this fum 
was by no means exceflive or pros 
fufe. 

As tothe articles of coals and 
candles, he had refufed to receive 
them at the expence of the public; 
and no abufe on that head could be 
reproached to him. With regard to 
the repairs of Downing-ftreet houfe 
he had taken no aétive part. The 
oficers of the board of works had 
fiated their apprehenfions that the 
houfe would fall, and the necetfity 
of its immediate reparation. ‘To 
him the alteration of the houfe was 
a ferious inconvenience ; and no 
candid perfon could imagine that he 
was perfonally to blame in a matter 
of this kind. As to Bufhby-park, 
when his majefty was pleafed to con- 
fer its rangerfhip on lady North, it 
was not tenantable. Its repair was 
not imputable to kim; and he be- 
lieved that with regard toit nothing 
idle or wantonly ornamental had 
been executed to put the public to 
expence. 

Ir. Fox exclaimed againft the 
cnormous 






enormous fees which had been taken 
during the late adminiitration at the 
board of treafury on the feore of 
pafiports. ‘I he late board of trea- 
fury had been infinitely remifs in 
reforming their own official abufes 
on the fubject of fees while they 
were in power; but when they had 
reaped their harveft they were in- 
ordinately vigilant to prevent their 
fucceflors from imitating their ex- 
ample. Ie was not a little extraor- 
dinary, that while the late treatury 
were fcheming bills of reform upon 
the abolition of tees of every deno- 
mination, the two fecretaries were in 
the habit of taking four times the 
common {ees on patlports. Intime 
of war the ufual fee of a patlport 
was 71. 108s. Nor could any com. 
laint be made againit a charge fo 
snoderate. But by a refinement that 
was furely unreafonable, this fee was 
to be repeated according to the num- 
ber of foes with whom we were en- 
gaged m war, The merchants ac- 
cordingiy, had been charged thirty 
pounds a piece for pafiports at the 
ofices of the feerctauries of thate; 
and what was curious beyond ex- 
preflion, an order came to thete of- 
fices trom the ‘Treatury to put aa 
end to this practice on the very day 
vpon which he had the honour to 
kifs hands upon his promotion. 
Mr. Burke fpoke with warmth a- 
ainit the bill, Contiderine Mr. 
Bia as a projector, he compared 
him to a large ferpent gliding along 
in the mire of reform, with a num- 
ber of little diminutive officers in his 
belly. ‘Lhe bill did not hold out 
any true or folid principle of c- 
conomical retorm. It exhibited 
vexation tor aconomy, and expence 
for improvement, —[t would abolifh 
a number of petty and intignificant 
ofhees ; and it would ercét five ex. 
upon their ruins. 
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AN D 
prefs with a wanton cruelty on the: 
indigent and the worthy. 

The bill, notwithttandine the ob. 
je@tions made to it, paifed the com. 
mons, and was ordered to be car. 
ried to the lords for their concur. 
rence. With the lords, however, 
it was not fo fuccefsful. Karl Temple 
moved in the houfe of peers for the 
lifts of fees which were taken at the 
different public offices, with a view 
to carry the bill into a law, by de. 
monitrating its utility and advantas 
ges. But his motion was objected 
to. Earl Fitzwilliam contended that 
the papers called for were unnecefe 
fary, as the bill proceeded on no 
ftatement of abutes that were actual 
ly exifting, Lord Stormont defir 
ed their lordfhips to attend to the 
peculiar phrafeology of the bill: 
** Whereas it is highly expedient 
for the correction ot abutes which 
may have arifi My dud with a view to 
fuch favings as'‘may be made.” This 
language was indefinite, and hada 
reference merely to poflibilities. The 
papers called for could therefore be 
of no ufe, and their production 
could have no effect but to create 
delay and trouble. Lord Lough- 
borough fupported thete lords; and 
while he afferted that the bill af 
firmed nothing, he obferved, that 
the perfons who had framed it had 
been rath and precipitate. For they 
had forgotten that parliament had 
pafled an act forthe entire regulation 
of the pay-oftice. Now the pays 
ofice was one of the objects of re 
form in the bill. There was ae 
other impropriety which its framers 
had committed. They had eme 
powered the commiflioners of ace 
counts to adminiiter an oath to pet 
fons felling offices. Now there was 
in full force a ftarute, declaring the 
fale of an office to be an indictable 
offence. This then would be to give 
to the commiffioncrs a power toa 
guides 
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minifter an oath to perfons to accufe 
themfelves of an indictable crimi- 
pality. This was a ftroke of ty- 
ranny indeed! It was not to be per- 
mitted. It was repugnant to law, 
juftice, humanity, and common 
fenfe. 

The motion of lord Temple, up- 
on putting the queilion, was lott by 
a majority of 32 to 22. 1 he prine 
ciple and tende ney of the bill were 
then attacked by earl Fitzwilliam. 
He condemned them as futile and 
trifling; as plaufible in appearance, 
but as defective, and without foli- 
div; as better calculated to give 
trouble than advantage ; and as pre- 
judes to wlelefs invetligation. Earl 
Temple declared, that as their lord. 
fhins had refufed to indulge him 
with thofe papers for which he had 
moved, it was not in his power to 
enter into the merits of the bill with 
a full information. He was not, 
however, entirely ignorant of the 
bufinefs; and he made a ftate of thie 
fees, gratuities, and gifts, in the dite 
ferent offices. He expofed the im- 
politions which had taken place un- 
der thefe difitrent claims, and he 
moved that the bill fhould be com- 
mitted. ‘The duke of Portland af- 
firmed that the bill, inflead of hav- 
ing the operation ofa remedy, was 
ittelf a difeafe. It would create an 
endlefs trouble. ‘To carry it into 
eflect it would be neceflary to exa- 
mine three thoufand peri ms. Ten 
Vears would pais away betore re- 
ports could be made to the Trea- 
lury, The bill was not a retorm 
but avexation. The eftablifhment 
or its plan would involve the pub- 
licin the expence of one hundred 
thoufand pounds; and yet it would 
not effect the intended purpofes. He 
Wo ld therctore put his negative up- 
on it, Lord Stormont declaimed 
ayaintt its inconyeniencics, and com- 
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pared its regulations to the dreams 
of a hermit in his cell, and to the 
fanciful pictures drawn by a vifion- 
ary in his own chamber, where the 
pictures are more or lefs fantaftic 
according to the brilliancy or the 
gloomine{s of his imagination, 

When the queition was put the 
bill was rejected by a majority of 
goto 24. But the following pro. 
teit was entered aga™it the proe 
ceedings upon it. 


*¢ Diffentient, 


“ IT. Becaufe the information 
laid before the houfe of commons, 
authenticating many facts of crofe 
abufe and miimanagement, upon 
which, it is prefumed, this bill 
was there paffed, was refufed by a 
majority of this houfe. 

** TI. Becaufle various facts ade 
duced in debate to prove the exift- 
ence of grots abufe and mifmanagee 
ment, were on all hands admitted. 

*¢ ITI. Becaufe this houfe refuf- 
ed even to entertain a bill founded 
upon the information contained in 
thofe papers, and maturcly confi- 
dered and adjutted in the other 
houfe ; and becaufe no adequate 
folution was propote d, thac helda 
reafonable expectation that thefe 
abufes would be redreficd in the 
common courfe and practice of ofs 
fice. 


Rapwnor, 
OSBORNE, 
ABINGDON, 

De Ferrars, 
SAY AND SELE, 
SYDNEY, 
Nucentr TEMPLE, 
Cuan pos, 
Ferrers, 
CHATHAN, 
Rurianp.” 


CHAP, 
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HE northern parts 
June 5 of Scotland exhibited 
at this pe riod a fcene of extreme 
wretchednefs. The late unproduc- 
tive harveft had reduced the tahebi- 
tants of thofe d liitriéts to a ttate ot 
humiliating indiyence. Proper 
vouchers and memorials of their ca- 
Lamitous condition were produced 
betore the commons; and Mr. 
Pulteney and Mr. Dempfter infitted 
that they ought to take their diftrefs 
gato contideration, and to think of 
means for fopporting a uleful body 
ot his majetiy’s fubjyects againft the 
fwourge of unto efeen and inevitable 


misiortune. ‘Their delcriptions of 


the mifery of the northern divifions 
of Scodand were tull of phijan- 
throphy ; and Mr. Demptter, con. 
winced that the humanity of the 
heufe could not refit his call, 
took the liberty to move, ** That 
his majeity fhould be enabled, by 
and with the advice of the privy 
council, to allow the importation 
ot corn tor a time not exceed- 
ine four m nths, trom the thud 
day of September next, into the fe- 
veral counties of Perth, Kincardine, 
Abeidcen, Inveroefs, Rofs, Nairne, 
Cromartic, Argyle, Fortar, Bamff, 
Sutherivad, Caihnefs, Elyiny Dum- 
barton, Orkney, and Zetland, under 
certain re ein tions and Limitath ns.” 

‘The inarquis ot Graham fecond- 
et the mou on. and recommended 
aw in the fa manner, Sir 
Joteph Mawhey objected to it; and 
with great liberality threw out 
reflections againit the Scottifh na- 
tien, Lord John Cavepdith was 


hurt withthe folly of his prejud ices ; 
and intormed him, that the prefent 
feafon did not allow of petulance or 
trifling. ‘The neceiity was pre fing, 
and admitted not ot delay, Hu- 
m nity poucy , and good fe afe, all 
demanded that the relief for tvht for 
fhould be adminittered. 

It was now moved by Mr. Demp- 
ree, ‘© That the commilioners of 

R  tend-tan of the fid counties be 
enabled to levy a fum not exceeding 
fourtcen pouns ds Scots » on every 
hundred pounds Scors of the valued 
rent ot the faid counties, and to ap. 
ply the fame to the relief of the 
inhabitants as are or fhall be reduc. 
ed to pov erty by the failure of the 
laft year’s crop, and the fearcity and 
hig h price of corn occafioned there. 
by ””” "This refolution beit rg carried, 
it was farther moved by Mr. Demp- 
ter, ** That an humble addrefs be 
prefented to his majeity, that this 
houfe, in confequence ot his ma. 
jcfty’s moit gracious fpeech from 


the throne, has beftowed conftant 


attention to the fearcity and high 
price of corn, and that notwithe 
ttanding the fc veral falutary laws 
for the relief of the poor, the ef: 
tects ot the high price and fe: ircity 
of corn ave fill fele by many of his 
majefty’s loyal fubjects : that it ap- 
pears from evidences brought before 
this houfe, that the inh: ibirants of 
the Highlands and northern p: irts of 
Scotland in particular, have fufier- 
ed mott feverely trom the larenefs of 
the late harvett, whereby their corn 
while green wus covered with {now, 


and in many places was not gather- 
od 
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ejin till the month of December, 
and then in a very bad condition : 
that the crop of potatoes, on which 
the faid inhabitants principally de. 
rend tor fupport, was alto deitroy- 
ed by the troit; that many of the 
{aid inhabitants being thcresy re- 
duced to indigence, will cither be 
conftrained to emigrate, or be expofed 
to the danger of perifhing tor want 
of food, unleis tunely nicalures be 
devifed for their relict : that the 
diflreffes occafioned by famine be- 
ing generally molt extreme in tue 
funmer months Mmumediately pre- 
ceding the new harvett, when this 
houfe may not be hitting; that tor 
neve reafons itis neceflary moti hum- 
biy to be eech his mayjetiv, that he 
will be gracioully plicated to give 
ch directions as may lead moit ef- 
rectually to avert the evils that are 
to be apprel ended from the above 
edamitous flate of the northern 
parts oO! Scotland ; and to allure 
his meietty, that this houvfe wall 
make ood, out of the firit aids 
that fhall be granted by parli- 
ament, fuch expences as fliill be in- 
curred by his majefty in relieving 
the milery to which his majefiy’s 
unhappy fubjects may be reduced 
by this moit deplorable calami- 
t\ a 
~ This motion was carried without 
oppofition. Lord North now turn- 
ing the attention of the commons 
to the cil eltablidhment of the co- 
lonies, explained the peculiarity of 
their conduion. It was ftill necef- 
firy w move the feveral eitimates 
of the civil eflablifhments of Nova 
Scotia, the ifland of St. John, Eat 
and \Weit Florida, Georgia, and 
Senegambia on the coaft of Africa. 
As this circumfiance might appear 
furprifing to many members, fince 
fome of thefe plices were not now 
in our poffeifion, he confidered him- 
felf as called upon to fatisfy their 
doubts, The {ums tobe voted for 
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difcharging the falaries of the civil 
officers of Eaft and Weft Florida, 
Georgia and Senegambia, which 
belonged to us no longer, were not 
intended tor the continuance of 
the civil eftablifhments, but to de. 
fray the arrears due to the officers 
till Midfummer next, trom which 
period their emoluments were ta 
ceafe. This accordingly would be 
the laft application to parliament ia 
re{pect to thoie provinces, with the 
exception of Eatt Florida, the ci- 
vil officers and the inhabitants of 
which would not be fo eatily remove 
ed. There might, theretore, bea 
neceflity of applying for a farther aid 
tothem. ‘The amount of the civil 
ellablihment of the ifland of Sr, 
John, was nearly the fame with 
that of the laft year. But with 
regard to Nova Scovia, there was a 
finall difference which arofe from 
the circumitunce, that colonel Fan. 
ning Was appointed governor of it, 
with a falary of five hundred pounds 
perannum. To this appointment 
he had been conducted by his me- 
rits, his fullerings in the caufe of 
his country, and his unfhaken loy- 
alty to his fovereign. An addition of 
two hundred pounds a year had alto 
been made toche falary of the chief 
juttice, which increafed it to nine 
hundred pounds peraunum. Thefe 
peculiarities, with afew others, ren- 
dered it expedient to extend the pre- 
fent eftubliihment beyond the limits 
of the one which had preceded it. 
His lordfip having made thete 
oblervations, moved the following 
refolutions. 

*¢ That a fum not exceeding five 
thoufand, nine hundred and torty- 
three pounds, nive fliilings, and 
five pence, be granted to his ma- 
jelty for defraying the civil eftablifh- 
meut of Nova Scotia, from the firft 
day of January, 1783, to the firit 
day of January, 1754, 

*¢ Thata {um not exceeding three 
thoufana 
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thoufand nine hundred and fifty 
pounds be granted to his mayelty for 
delraving the civil eftablifiment of 
Eaft Florida, from the 24th day of 
June, 1782, to the 24th day of 
June, 1783. 

‘* That a fum not exceeding four 
thoufand nine hundred and feven- 
ty pounds, four fillings, and one 
penny, be granted to his mayetty 
to detray the falaries due to the civil 
officers of the late province of Weit 
Florida, to the 24th day of June, 
375%. 

** Thata fum not exceeding three 
thoufand one hundred and fifty 
pounds, be granted to his majefty 
tor detraying the civil eitablifhment 
of the ifland of St. John, trom the 
firtt day of January, 1783, to the 
fivii day of January, 1784. 

*¢ That a fum not exceeding three 
thoufand three hundred and torty 
pounds, be granted to his ma) {ty for 
payin it of the faleries of the civil 
ofheers of the province ot Georgia, 
from the 2gth day of June, 1782, 
tothe 24th dayof June, 1583. 

“That a fum not exceeding 
two thoufand tour hundred and 
fifty pounds, be granted to his ma- 
jelly for detraying the falaries of 
the civil olheers ot the late pro- 
vince of Senegambia, to the 24th 
day of June, 1783.” 

June rt. Thete re folutions pafied 

wiihout difhcultv. A 
petirion was now prefented by the 
fherifis from the lerd mayor, alder- 
men, and commons of the city of 
London, in common council aflem- 
bled. It complained of the bill for 
repealing the act for c \arging a 
ftamp cuty upon inland bills of ex- 
change, promiflory notes, or other 
Holes ps) able otherwite than upon de- 

mand ; and for eranting new itamp- 
duties on bills of exchange, promif- 
_fory and other noiecs; and alfo 


ftamp duties on receipts; and f 
forth that there were certain ciaufy 
and provifions contained in the faid 
bill, which the petitioners appr. 
hended, in cafe the fame fhould pag 
into a law, would be very INjurioys 
to the manufactures, trade, apd 
commerce of the kingdom. It there. 
fore entreated and prayed, that the 
petitioners might be heard by their 
counfel againit the faid clautes an 
provifions; and that they  thould 
have fuch relief as the houfe fhould 
think to be expedient and proper, 
‘The lord mayer infifted on the 
juftice of this petition, and on the pro: 
priety that counfel fhould be heard 
againit the bill of which it com. 
plained, Sir Grey Cooper urged 
the impropriety of hearing countel 
avainit a tax propofed as a means of 
paying the intereft of the loan 
forthe fervice of the current year, 
In the bett of times, and by the beg 
of men, it had been allowed to be 
a wile, expe dic nt, anda politic regue 
lation, to reject every petition of- 
cre d av 


“-— 


vainit a tax for the current 
ear. This rule had even grown 


into an invariable practice. This 
rule and practice might be traced 
back to the year 1693, when 4 
number of petitions were prefented 
to the houfe of commons againftthe 
prop fed taxes. Upon various ar 
jut confiderations, the danger ané 
impropriety of fuch petitions firuck 
the houfe fo forcibly, that they en 
tered into a refolution to reject them 
uniformly in the future. It wasal- 
fo well known, that in the yeat 
1733, when the famous general 
excife fcheme was in agnatos, 
A great variety of petitions from 
London, and other citics and town, 
defiring to be heard by countel 
againftit, were pref nted; and tbet 
the houfe was mature and clear 
rejeQing them. He was, therefors 
decided 






















decidedly of opinion, that the city 
ot London, in the preient inftance, 
fhouid not be heard by their countel. 

The lord mayor de nied that the 
rule appealed to had been invariably 
adheredto. He ftated the cafe of the 
houfe-tax, when the city of Lon- 
don were heard by coanfel at the bar 
of the houfe of commons. Sir 
Charles Bamfield declared, that he 
found himfelf in an awkward fitu- 
ation. He had engaged to prefent 
a petition from the city of Exeter, 
fwnilar in every refpect to that 
which had been fent up by the city 
of London. The ipeaker intimated 
that it had been long the praftice 
of the commons, in conlideration 
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ceflary to prevent the evafion of it, 
A bill therefore was brought in, 
fraught with chefe regulations, and 
calculated to improve the mode of 
its collection. The bill refpectin 
the houte-tax was profeffedly a bill 
to explain and amend, and not a 
bill to impofe a new tax. 

‘The lord mayor did not imagine 
that it would excite the envy or res 
fentment of any other city, if Lon- 
don, the metropolis of the king- 
dom, fhould be permitied to be 
heard by counfel againit the tax. 
London was the guardian and the 
proteclor of the commercial inter 
eits of the nation; and in the pre- 
fent initance, her fole view was to 


of the Importance of the city of —prevent inconvenience to trade, 


London, to receive anv petition of- 
fered by its theriils, without having 
any previous nonification of its con- 


{7°19 ‘ 7 
tents, It was impothble, there- 


fore, that the nature and purpole of 


fuch a petition could be known, till 
it had been read at the table. But 
with regard to any other city, or to 
any town, or county in the king- 
dom, no petition could be received, 
unleis a member fhould rife in his 
place, flate the nature of it, and 
move for leave to bring it up. 
This, nodoubt, was unwritten law ; 
but it had the fanction of ufage and 
vnivertality, and could not be dif- 
puted. 

Lord North animadverted on the 
boule-tax, which, he faid, had no 
relation to the cate in point. That 
Was nota petition again{ft a tax to 
make good the intereft of the mo- 
ney borrowed for the fervice of the 
curlent year; nor wasthecity heard 
by their counfel upon a plea of this 
fort, They petitioned, and were 
heard againtt a regulating tex tn 
agitation the {econd year after infi- 
tuuon of the tax itfelf. = It was 
found thatthe tax Was unproductive : 
and that certaig regulations were ne- 


fhe interetts of every other city 
and town, were connected infepas 
rably with hers; and they would 
furely be eifpofed to fupport her in 
her endeavours to procure a relief 
of which the operation was exten 
five and general, 

Mr. Fox obferved, that the city 
of London had the indifputed pri- 
vilege of having their petitions re- 
ceived without a previous advertife. 
ment of their contents. ‘The privi- 
lece, however, was of little value. 
For the moment that its purpofce 
were underilood, the houfe might 
retule to take it into confideration, 
To fay that the tax was a bad one, 
becaule there were numerous coms 
plaints againil it, was a fallacious 
argument. ‘Ihis was a proof that 
the tax would be productive ; that 
it would not be partial but general ; 
that it would not be fevere upon 2 
few, but extend lightly overall. Ie 
was a merit ina tax that it went 
to affect all ranks of men. Yet 
fuch a tax would be unpopulars 
and every body would exclaim ae 
rainit it. 

The idea preffed by the lord 
mayor, that the city ot London 
fhould 
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fhould be hbeasd by their counfel, 


was generally reprobated; but be- 
ing unconvinced by the arguments 
ftated in oppofition to him, he put 
the matter to the decilion of the 
houfe, and loft the queftion by ama- 
jority of 178 tors. 

A more general debate upon the 
tax on receipts was now commenced 
by fir Cecil Wray, who inveighed 
acainit it as a moft partial expedient ; 
fince it would affect the commercial 
intere(t in a great degree, and be 
hardly felt at all by the landed gen- 
tiemen. It had excited a high alarm 
among his conitituents ; and he had 
in his hand a petition againft it fub- 
feribed by nearly four thoulfand 
names. Yielding therefore to their 
inftructions, as well as to the con- 
viction of his own mind, he urged 
the houfe to reject it, and to prevail 
with the chancellor of the Exche- 
quer to fubftitute a tax in its place 
leis oppreilive and obnoxiqus. ‘The 
tax on receipts was not properly a 
ax on the rich. It affeéted moit 
the middling ranks of men, and 
was laid very partially. It would 
fall fo heavily upon fome traders, 
that it would fubject them annually 
to a fum not Icts than two hundred 
pounds.  [t was a general prin- 
ciple, that all taxes fhould have a 
reference to the expenditure or the 
confumption of the perfon or the arti- 
cletaxed. Now this tax wasimpofed fo 
unequally, that while it would be telt 
feverely by fome orders of men, it 
would touch others very flightly. He 
thought, that inftead of atax that 
would clog all money tranfactions, 
it would be a wifer expedient to lay 
an additional land tax, He con- 
tended, that the land tax, fo far 
from being too high, Was, in rea- 
lity, too low. This doctrine might 
be unpopular in the houfe, but it 
was fold, and not to be controvert- 
ed, The abolition of the right of 
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franking was alfo another proper 
plan for raifing the revenue, jt 
might be right that the letters to 
members of parliament thould come 
free ; but they ought not, furely, 
to be indulged in the vanity of ex. 
empting other men from paying 
their taxes. He itated, thar the 
abolition of the cuftom of tranking, 
would produce twenty thoufand 
pounds; and that an additional 
penny on the poitage of all letters, 
would be another proper fource of 
revenue. He theretore moved, 
‘¢ That the tax bill fhould be re. 
committed.” 

Mr, fecretary Fox declared, that 
it was very difagreable to him to 
vote 1p oppolirion toa re{pectable 
body of his conitituents, who had 
inilructed him to employ his endea 
vours to prevent the tax on receipts 
He was, notwithilanding, convinced 
in his own mind, that the objecti- 
ons they entertained againft the tax, 
were founded in a mifapprehenfion 
of its nature, and that it included 
within its bofom no real caufe for 
alarm. Accordingly, while tome of 
his conftiruents were hoftile to i, 
there vwre others of them who be- 
flowed upon it their fincere appro- 
bation. With regard to himéeli, 
however, he had uniformly de 
clared it as his fentiment, that a re 
prefentative was not bound in all 
cafes to facrifice his own judgment to 
the inftructions and opinions of his 
conftituents. And, perhaps, there 
was no obje&t whatever ot parlia 
mentary confideration, in which aft 
prefentative was lefs bound to obey 
the directions of his conttituents, 
than on the topic of atax. Ata 
was ever argued upon with impro- 
pricty without doors, In that houfe 
it was underitood the moft clearly. 
The people argued from what they 
individually felt, and not upon prin 
ciples, But the members of the 
houle 
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houfe accuftomed to bufinefs de- 
bated the merit of a tax Ccompara- 
tively, and took in the idea that a 
tax productive to a certain amount 
mutt beimpofed. It could judge of 
two taxes, whether they would be 
more or lefs burthenfome, and could 
give the preference definitively and 
with judgment. It was in this view 
of the tax upon receipts that the 
houfe had beitowed upon it their 
fanction. It was always upon this 
ground of comparifon that taxes 
were to be judged of. It was not 
proper to inflame the people with- 
out doors about them, to proncunce 
them to be abfolutely bad, and to 
toinent difcontents and clamour. 

To obtain petitions againit a tax 
including a great variety of names 
was very eafy, and very imimateri- 
al: no fure argument could be 
founded upon a practice of this fort. 
Atter a clamour has been raifed 
without doors againit a tax, ameet- 
ing of individuals who are affected 
by itis called. ‘The perfons com- 
poling this meeting, even if they 
were not affected by the tax, are 
improper judges of it. But being 
concerned to efcape trom it, and 
having their own intereit folely in 
view, refolutions are propofed to 
them which they greedily fwallow. 
A petition is drawn up: the per- 
lons agreeing to the refolutions iub- 
loribe it, and it is carried about to 
be fublcribed by other perfons of 
the fame defcription. What is this 
but to trifle with public affairs ? and 
to be ftrenuous to faften an unme- 
rited odium upon minifters? To 
encourage fuch plans is the bufi- 
nels of faction, folly, and idlenefs. 
_ To increafe the land-tax was of 
all projects the moft violent and ab- 
turd. It was agreed upon every 
hand that this tax was of all others 
the mott partial. For the land- 
— firit pays for his land; and 
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then contributes equally with every 
other perion to almoft every other 
tax. ‘The abolition of the privi- 
ledge of franking might doubtlefs 
be thought of with propriety; but if 
ever itfhould becomea fabjea of con: 
fideration to the commons, it would 
be wrong to retain the priviledge in 
any degree. The letters to the 
members of parliament ought to 
be taxed as well as thofe to every 
other perfon. If the abolition was 
to be made at all, it ought to be to- 
tal, and without refervations of any 
kind, 

The tax on receipts was in every 
refpect fair and right. It was fo 
conftructed as to guard the poor 
trom oppretlion. Even to the rich 
it offered no compulfion.. Ie was. 
optional, and therefore a tax upon 
luxury; for a receipt was a matter 
for which there was no abfolute ne 
ceflity. He could not perceive that 
this tax was Open to any one rea- 
fonable or fubitantial objection. 

Mr. Beautoy conceived that as 
the provifion of taxes for fupply- 
ing the neceffities of the {tate was the 
moft dithicult of all the duties of a 
minifter, the raifing of obitructions 
to them could only be juititied by 
the moit urgent and torcible confi- 
derations. At the fame time it was 
jutt and right that the houfe thould 
obtain every poflible information 
with regard to the taxes. In the 
prefent cafe it ought to enquire in- 
to the probable effects of the bill. 
As the truitees of the people it ought 
to examine it with minute and an- 
xious attention, The payments ot 
every man thould be in proportion 
to his wealth; and no clafs of in- 
dividuals fhould be felected from the 
mafs ot the people to be made the 
objets of a fevere or peculiar op- 
preifion. 

Upon its face the tax under con- 
fideration has indeed an air of 1me 

J partiality. 
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partiality. But the citizens of Lon- 
don have pronounced it to be par- 
tial to extremity ; and that while its 
burdens will hardly be felt by the 
landed intereft, it will weigh down 
the commercial with a heavy op- 
prefion. To the country gestle- 
man it Operates as a tax upon In- 
come; and not owthe property from 
which that income:is derived. It is 
a tax upon the two thoufand pounds 
a vear which he fpends; and not 
on the fifry thoufand pounds which 
make up the value of his eftate. 
Now to a perfon in trade it is a tax 
upon the whole amount of his capi- 
tal; for his capital, or at leait the 
ereateft part of it, is laid out by 
him in the courfe ot the year. It 
therefore he fhould employ fitty 
thoufand pounds in his bufinefs, 
the tax will operate upon the whole 
of that fum; and he will pay to- 
wards it twenty-five times more than 
the country gendeman who has an 
val fortune. 

By the fpirit of the act every gen- 
tleman may at his pleafure throw 
the expence of the tax upon his 
tradefman. He will fay to him, 
** Bf T pay you this bill you muit 
give me a legal difeharge.”” The 
tradefman may indecd fay, “ It is 
you who mutt provide the ftamp.” 
But the gentleman might reply to 
him, ‘** It is enough for me that I 
pay you the money: I cannot take 
the trouble ot providing you with 
{tamps; and if you difturb me with 
your iimnpertimence, I mutt give my 
cullom to thofe who are worthy of 
it.” The tradefman is, undoubt- 
edly, in a fituation where he mutt 
fubmit, or endanger his ruin. Now 
fince the expence of the ftamp mutt 
fall! on him who gives the receipt, 
what will a country gentleman pay 
for the receiprs he is to give to his 
tenants? = “fhe quettion is obvious. 
He will not pay more than forty 
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fhillings per annum. But it wy 
turn out very differently with the 
merchant and trader. Commercial 
houfes in the city of London wil] 
pay to this tax from ten pounds te 
two: hundred a year; an ex 

that is oppreffive and moft unequal, 

It isa rule of policy, that every 
individual fliould contribute to the 
neceilities of the ftate, in propor. 
tion to the revenue he enjoys under 
its protection, This rule has a deep 
foundation in the nature of civil fo. 
ciety, and in the immutability of 
juftice. It might be afked, there. 
fore, with propriety, what have the 
merchants and traders done, that 
they fhould be excluded from the 
benefit of this rule. To oppref 
them is individually an infult to 
them; and it acts as a itab to com- 
merce. Jt muft bring down ruin 
upon the trade and manutadtures 
of the kingdom. 

The people appeal againft the 
tax, not only to the jutlice, butte 
the humanity of the houfe, After 
having borne with patience the bur 
dens of a cruel and unneceflary war, 
they beg not to be fubjected to atax 
more ruinous and cruel than any 
which they have hitherto endured. 
‘Fhe merchants in particular, alter 
having contributed beyond their 
proper proportion in fuftaining the 
weight of a mroil expentive wal, 
infilt not to be fingled outs the ob- 
jects of a peculiar and refined op 
preffion, ‘They afk not for any 
dulgence. ‘They are willing to fub 
tain the fhare that belongs to them 
in the taxes of their country ; but 
they folicit that no double portes 
may be forced upoh them. After 
fuftering calamities, they deprecatt 
the wantonnefs of oppreifion. They 
defire to be treated as men, and mt 
to be infulted as flaves. They # 
ready to fubmit to a juft affeffinent 


of their means. But they mutt re 
moulttas 














nionftrate araint injuftice, and can- 
not but recoflect that they ought to 
be governed by the equality and the 
virtue of a free flate, and not the 
caprice and the violenec of a matter 
or a defpot. 

Notwithftanding the objections 
which were made to the receipt-tax, 
it appeared to the generality of the 
houfe to be a wife and falutary re- 
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gulation. The queflion for the re- 
commitment of the bill was lot 
without a divilion; and upon the 
third reading it was patled, 

Inthe houfe of peers petitions a- 
gainit i¢ were prefented by. mer- 
ehants and traders, and by the ciry 
of London; but thefe obditra‘tions 
were unavailing ; and there it was 
agreed to without any amendment. 


-s 
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Redustion of the Army. Eftimates. 
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XVII. 


Nex Army Regulations, Bill for taking 


away the Right of Compounding for the Duty on Malt made for private 


Confumption. 


HE houfe of commons being 
difpofed to take into confiders 

ation the army eftimates for the re- 
mainder of the current year, colonel 
Fitzpatrick, the fecretary at war, 
intimated that it was a plea- 

* fing circumftance to him 
to have it in his power to announce 
the intention of his majefty to make 
a very conliderable reduction in his 
army. No more than fixty-four 
regiments of infantry were to be 
kept on foot, excepting out of thie 
regulation the fixty-fifth and the 
fixty-cighth regiments, which were 
to be upheld in the room of two re- 
giments now in India, in the pay 
of the Company. The cavalry 
alfo were to be greatly reduced. 
The principle of thefe reductions 
Was economy. But while it was 
night to confule this principle in the 
prefent condition of the empire, it 
was no lefs expedient to proceed up- 
On it with a due confideration to the 
fafety of the country. On this 
ground it was proper to ret and to 
paufe; and aqueftion very natural- 
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prefented iticlf, whether in a re- 
uction it was moft eligible to pre: 


Petition of the American Loyalifts, 


Lill for their Relief. 


fer {trong battalions thinly officered, 
or thin battalions itrongly officered. 
The point had undergone a {crus 
tiny and attention; and as he be- 
lieved that a private foldicr was very 
foon formed when placed among 
veterans; but that it wasa difficult 
matter to form an otheer; he was 
firmly inclined to prefer thin bat- 
talions ftrongly oflicered. Upon 
this way of thinking, a determina- 
tion had been taken to reduce the 
companies from ten to eight, except 
in the guards and houfebold troops. 
At the fame time it was propoted 
that the captains of the two reduced 
compaiies fhould remain in full pay. 
He alfo adverted to a faving which 
would be made in confequence of an 
intended convertion of two regi- 
ments of heavy dragoons into light 
horfe, for the purpofe of giving af- 
fiftance in the prevention of finug- 
gling. Upon the reduction of the 
force beyond the fea, he was not 
prepared to advance any refolutions 
or opinion. The regulations, how- 
ever, which were about to take 
place in the army, might produce a 
faving to the amount of onc hun- 
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dred thoufand pounds. He moved 
accordingly the following refolu- 
tions. 

‘* That a number of land forces, 
neluding two thouland and thirty 
invalids, amounting to feventeen 
thoufand four hundred and eighty- 
three effective men, commitfion and 
non-commiftion officers included, be 
employed from the 2 sth day of June 
an to the 24th day of Decem- 
ber following, both inclufive, being 
183 days. : 

“ That a fum not exceeding 
three hundred and cight thoufand 
two hundred feventy-feven pounds, 
fix fhillings and three pence be grant- 
ed to his majefty for defraying the 
charge of 17,483 effective men, tor 
guards, garrifons, and other his 
majefty’s land forces in Great Bri- 
tain, Guernfey, and Jerfey, for 
183 days, from the asth day of 
June 1783 to the 24th day of De- 
cember following, both inclufive. 

‘© That a fum, not excceding for- 
ty thoufand two hundred forty-one 
pounds and fourteen fhillings, be 
granted to his majeily for defraying 
the charge of eight battalions of 
foot for 183 days, trom the 25th 
day of June 1783 to the 24th day 
of December following, both inclu- 
live. 

* Thata fum, not exceeding one 
hundred thirty-fix thoufand eight 
hundred cighty-eight pounds, eleven 
fhillings, and fix pence, be granted to 
his majetty upon account tor detray- 
ing the charge of his majefty’s forces 
ferving abroad, exceeding the pro- 
pofed eftablitment for 183 days, 
trom the 2gth pay of June 1783 to 
the 24th day of December follow- 
ing, both inclufive. 

“ That a fum, not exceeding 
thirty-eight thoufand pounds, four- 
teen fillings, andthree pence, be 
granted to his majefty for defray. 
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ing the charge of five provincia) 
corps formed in North America 
for 183 days, trom the 2sth day 
of April 1783 to the 24th day 
of October following, both inel\. 
live. 

‘*¢ That a fum, not exceeding two 
hundred and five thoufand five hup. 
dred forty-two pounds, and twelve 
fhillings, be granted to his maiety 
for maintaining his majetty’s lorces 
and garrifons in the plantations and 
Atrica, including thofe in garrifoy 
at Gibraltar, for 183 days, from 
the 25th day of June 1783 to the 
24th day of December following, 
both inclufive. 

*¢ That a fum, not exceeding eight 
thoufand one hundred thirty-feven 
pounds, and eight fliilline, be grant 
ed to his majetly for detraying the 
charge of full pay'to the conimif- 
fioned officers reduced with the ninth 
and tenth companies ot feveral re. 
giments of foot, for 18; days, from 
the 26th day of June 1783 to the 
24th day of December following, 
both inelufive. 

**’'Thata fum, not exceeding cight 
thoufand one hundred thirty-one 
pounds, thirteen fhillings, and eight 
pence, be granted to bis majetty tor 
the pay of the general, and genéral 
ftaff officers in Great Britain, tor 18} 
days, from the 2sth day of June 
1783 to the 24th day of December 
following, both inclufive.”’ 

Thee refolutions were agreed to 
without difficulty; and the com 
mons foon after confidering that the 
ferjeants of the army were a mefi- 
torious body of men, concurred in 
opinion that two hundred of them, 
who were infirm, fhould be admit- 
ted to the king’s letter lift. By th 
bounty one fhilling per day #3 
now to go to four hundred men who 
had fpent their lives in the fervice 
of the public; and whofe infirm 
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tics and age precluded them from 
r exertions. 
— regulation was followed by 
a meafure not lefs humane and h- 
berale Lord Mulgrave ftated the 
miferable condition of the widows 
of the officers of the navy, and 
Qvenuoully contended that a proper 
relict fhould be adiminifttered to 
them. Aa attempt fo reafonable was 
feconded and applauded from every 
quarter. It was accordingly re- 
(olved by the houfe, * That an 
humble addrefs fhould be prefented 
to his majeily, hembly to beicech 
his majeity, that he will be gra- 
cioully pleafed to take the cafe ot 
the poor Wilows of captains, licu- 
cenants, and matters of his majetty’s 
navy into his contideration, and to 
make fuch farther and certain pro- 
vitioo for their fupport, in addition 
to the proportion which they are at 
prefene intitled to, of the three 
pence in the pound on the pay of 
commiflion and warrant offecers, and 
of the wages and victuals of the wi- 
dows men, when fuch proportion 
fall not amount to forty-five pounds 
perannum for a captain's widow, 
aad thirty pounds per annum for a 
licutenant’s and mafter’s widow, as 
his mayeity in his great wifdom fhall 
think fit, fo as that the faid annul- 
ty, including the aforefaid propor- 
tion of the three pence in the pound, 
aud ot the Wages and victuals of the 
widows men to cach captain’s wi- 
dow flail not exceed  torty-five 
pounds per annum, and to each 
licutenant’s and matter’s widow thir- 
ty pounds per annum; and to af- 
fure his majelty that this houfe will 
make good {uch expence as fhall be 
incurred on that account.” 

This addrefs was received moft 
sracioully by his majetty ; and the 
eatl Ludlow was commanded by 
him to report ta the commons that 





he would give his directions to car. 
ry it into execution, 

‘The commons proceed- 
ing in the national affairs, June 18, 
lord John Cavendith brought for. 
ward * A bill for taking away from 
the commiflioners of Excife in Eng. 
land and Scotland the power of com- 
pounding with perfons making malt 
not to fell, but to be confumed in 
their private families.” 

To this bill it was objected by Mr. 
Hill, that it would infringe upon the 
liberty of the fubject. To allow ex- 
cifemen to enter into private houfes 
at their pleafure was an act of ty- 
rannic power. Againit che bill there- 
tore there was in tull force all the ar- 
guments which had been applied a- 
rainft the cyder-tax ; and what had 
Seon faid on that occafion by the great 
lord Chatham, might now be re- 
peated with the greateft propriety. 
It was obferved by that confum. 
mate politician, ** That every Eng- 
lifman’s houle, however mean it 
might be, was his caltle. If ie were 
a wretched clod hovel without ei- 
ther door or window; if it were 
even fucha one as the rain and the 
wind could enter, {till the king could 
not enter. ‘Thus the poor man’s 
hut was his afylum, and place of 
fecurity ; not becaufe it was gar- 
rifuned by walls and bulwarks, but 
becaufe it had no need of fuch pro- 
tectors; fince the laws of a free 
country were his defence and pro- 
tection ayainit the vilits of arbitrary 
invaders.” 

it was contended that as the pere 
fons compounding for the malt du- 
ty committed fo many frauds, the 
right fhould be taken from them. 
To hold out this fa& and conclu- 
fion as an argument, did not appear 
to him to be proper. He would be 
equally juft in affirming, that all 
honeft men fhould be hanged from 
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the fear that any rogue fhould ef- 
cape. Becaule fome frauds were 
committed, was it right to involve 
the innocent with the guilty? Was 
it not a violadon of juflice to de- 
prive an boneit man of the privi- 
ledge of compounding for his malt, 
becaufle his roguilh neighbour fold 
the male for which he compounded ? 
‘This method of proceeding was as 
inhuman as that of Herod, who 
comimanded that all the young chil- 
dren throughout Bethlehem thould 
he put to death, in order that the 
facrcd infant fliould not efcape. 
‘The expedient was dreadful; yet 
the mercilefs tyrant failed ot his 
purpofe. Jt was his with that every 
fiimiiar expedient fhould be inet- 
fectual, The billin its fpint was 
tutally oppofite to the temper and 
genius of the Englith contiiution ; 
and he could not think of it for one 
moment without horrer and indig- 
Vallone. 

Mr. Huffey pronounced the bill 
to be jult and necefiary. No real 
or folid argument could be ftated a- 
gainitit. ‘The point it held in view 
was the fecurity of the revenue; 
and, under our prefentcircumftances, 
it its collection was not rendered 
efficacious, the decline of the pa- 
tion mutt enfue. 

Mr. Pultency could not confider 
the bill as the regulation of a tax; 
but as the jmpolition of a new tax 
on the fubject. ‘The law enaéted 
that gentlemen fhould have a power 
of compounding for the malt-tax. 
Now the tendency of the prefent bill 
was to abrogate onetax, and to im- 
pole in its place a new and an odi- 
ousonuc. The thing was in itfelf 
unjullfiable: and the pretence for 
it was mott fallacious. . Ie was faid 

t various frauds were committed. 

he aflertton might be true; but 

sit not the eury Of Covernment 
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to difcover and to prevent them? 
The neglect of government was not 
the fault of the nation; and it was 
infinitely cruel, that its negligence 
{fhould be a foundation for heavy 
taxations. 

Mr. Kenion oppofed the bill, on 
the principle that it introduced a 
new fyitem of revenue laws, Ir 
went to the eftablifhment of a ge. 
neral excife. Now the wit of the 
moit ingenious man could not prove 
that any other argument of weight 
had been employed againft the cyder 
tax, but that it was in effect a ge- 
neral excife. The bill, according: 
ly ought to be confidered with the 
greateit attention. If a tax on cy- 
der was an oppreflive tax, the ope- 
ration of the prefent bill would not 
be lefs fo. The fame reafonings 
were applicable againit both. The 
precedent too, Was to the higheft 
degree hazardous. For if the bill 
plied, a cyder-tax would foon fol- 
low; andextenfions of the excife 
laws take place, to the molt cruel 
injury of the country. 

Lord Surrey could not conceive 
that there was any thing in the bill 
which ought to raife an alarm. To 
a tax on cyder, he confidered it not 
as the chief objection that it threw 
open private houfes co the officers of 
the excife. ‘There were againit it 
arguments far more forcible. Cyder 
in the counties where it was com 
mon ought invariably to be conf 
dered as on the fame footing with 
milk in other counties. It was by 
no means a proper article of excife. 
As to the compofition which the bi!l 
under deliberation was to take away, 
it was deitructive to the revenues 
The annual amount of the tax on 
malt extended to one million, and 
four hundred thoufand pouncs 
Now of this tax the compolition 
precuced no more than five yer 
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fend pounds. Of confequence, it 
muft be a foundation for ‘ruinous 
frauds; and it was the height of 
wildnefs to obje& toa bill, of which 
it was the object to prevent thefe 
S. 
ye A fome farther debate the bill 
was agreed to by the houfe, and or- 
dered to be ingrofled. Lord John 
Cavendifh now brought 
up to the commons, by 
the command of his majeity, a pe- 
tition from the American loyaliits. 
It flated, that at the commence- 
ment of the war with the Ameri- 
cans, great numbers ot the inhabi- 
tants, and among them fome of the 
firit characters, fortunes, and con- 
fequence, were actuated by the pur- 
eit principles of loyalty to thar {o- 
vereign, by a grateful fenfe of the 
happinefs they enjoyed under the 
Britith government, and by an ab- 
horrence againft every meafure that 
tended to dettroy the unton betwecn 
Great Britain and her colonies. Im- 
prefied with a ftrong fenfe of their 
duty, they had openly oppofed or 
tteadily rerufed, during the progrefs 
of the conteft, to join in the mea- 
fures which have fo unfortunately 
terminated in the difmemberment 
of theempire. It was in vain that 
many allurements were held out to 
tempt them from their allegiance ; 
and though their loyalty expofed 
them to a variety of loffesand dif- 
wels, it remained not only undimi- 
riihed, but even grew under the 
hope of protection and relief, found- 
ec upon a feries of acts and refolu- 
tons of the Briuth parliament, on 
4 proclamation publifhed at Sr. 
James’s in his majefty’s name, on 
declarations iflued in America by 


June 20. 


his majefty’s commiffioners and ge- 
nerals, adting under the authority 
ot the parliament, andon a variety 
@ setters trom his matefty’s confi- 
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dential fervants, calling upon the 
loyalifis to aflitt in fupprefling the 
rebellion, and offering the moft fo- 
lemn aflurances of his majefty’s pa- 
ternal affection and regard. Resof. 
ing the mott unlimited confidence in 
royaland national acts and invita- 
trons, many thoufands, attached to 
the Britifh government, joined 
themfelves to the Englith army ; 
and many made open and decided 
avowals of their fidelity to the 
crown. The confequence was in- 
evitable. The loyalifls were ex- 
pofed to the hoftifity of the Ameri- 
cans. By the evacuation of Bof- 
ton, Philadetphia, Rhode Ifland, 
New Jerfey, Virginia, Georgia, 
South Carolina, and North Caro- 
lina, they were obliged in great 
numbers to abandon their families): 
aud eftates, and to feek an afyhima 
in the king’s garrifons, or in fomes 
other part of his dominions. Nor 
did their misfortunes end here, 
They have been attainted as trai- 
tors, and their effects have been 
confifcated by laws paffed by the le- 
giflatures of the feveral American 
ftates. Of thofe attached to the 
crown many alfo have fuffered an 
ignominious death under the autho-- 
rity of laws founded in rebellion 
and tyranny ; and many fell nobly 
fighting for their country. Many 
widows and orphans have thus been 
left deftitute of every means of fup- 
port. A very refpectable number 
of military and civil officers, clergy, 
and profeffional men being at pre- 
fent in a fituation of the greateft 
diftrefs conceive that as a prefer- 
vation of a portion of the empire has 
been rendered impoffible by the 
events of war, the loffes fuftained 
ought to be equally diftributed a- 
inong, and borne by the whole fo- 
ciety. The lovalifts, accordingly, 
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clofed their peticione by praying the 
commons 
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commons to take their cafe into con- 
fideration, to grant them fuch relief 
as their peculiarly hard and diftreff- 
ing fituation might appear to me- 
rit, and to permit them to be heard 
at the bar of the houfe by counfel, 
if that fhould be found to be anex- 
pedient meafure, 

Lord John Cavendith having pre- 
fented the petition from the Ameri- 
can loyaliits, did not fail to en- 
large upon its propricty, He in- 
fifted on the obligations which this 
country owed to the unhappy de- 
fcription of men, whofe misfor- 
tunes had arifen out of their loyal- 
ty. It was incumbent upon par- 
hament to pay a particular atten- 
tion to them. ‘The fituation of 
this country and its circumitances 
would, no doubt, direct and go- 
vern the extent and proportion of 
the relief to be adminitiered. It 
would be night at the fame time to 
be fully informed of the peculiar 
and dittinét merit of thole meritori- 
6us individuals who had incurred 
calamity and diftrefs, An equal 
diftribution to every fufferer would 
be the height of injuttice. For the 
eitates, the facrifices, and the fer- 
vices of cach were very different. 
He theretore intended to inftitute a 
commiffion for the purpoie of mak 
ing thofe inquiries which were ne- 
ceffary for the proper diftribution of 
that relicf, which the wifdom of 
parliament might beitow. 

It was his fincere with that the 
Untred States would a& with libe- 
rality wpon this occafion, and lay 
the feeds of future contidence be- 
tween the two countries, by a ge- 
nerous refolution to forget and for- 
give. That this would be their line 
of conduct, he flattered himfelf; 
becaufe it was impoffible but that the 
Americans muit comprehend the va- 
luc of the friendfhip of Great Britain, 
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and be fenfible, that by a clofe con. 
nection with it, they would beft pros 
mote and eftablifh their intereft and 
ftrength. Their connection, how. 
ever, mutt be a refult of fome little 
time. It was neceilary to the my. 
tual happinefs and profperity of the 
two countries, that their paffions and 
prejudices fhould die away, and that 
their good humour and confidence 
fhould be foitered and brought forth, 
He then moved for leave to intro. 
duce ‘a bill tor appointing commif- 
fioners to enquire into the circum. 
{tances of fuch perfons as are re. 
duced to diftrefs by the late unhappy 
difienfions in Amertea.’ 

Sir Adam Ferguton was convine. 
ed that a very {trict enquiry thould 
be made into the dittinétive merits 
of the American loyalifts claiming 
relief. He objected therefore to the 
word circumftances in the motion, 
Its foundation was fo broad that it 
was difficult to affix any precife 
meaning to it. The American loy- 
alifts might, he thought, be divid- 
ed into three claffes. 1. Thofe 
who took up arms and defended the 
caufe of Great Britain; 2. Thofe 
who quitting America, and their 
families, took fhelter in this coun- 
try ; and 3. Thofe who remaining 
In the provinces fubmitted to the 
American government, tll the ape 
pearance ot the king’s troops called 
them out to exprefs their loyalty. 
Now as it was not poffible that this 
country could make reititution to 
all, he imagined that a nice difen 
mination ought to be made among 
them. The greateft merits, the 
greateft dangers, and the greaiel 
fufferings fhould be a title to the 
ampleit compenfation. 

Lord John Cavendifh obferved, 
that he had intentionally moved tor 
the bill under a general title. For 


it was obvious that the inquiry hs 
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the commiffioners fhould compre- 
hend as many defcriptions of men 
as potiible. With regard to dif- 
tinctions, he imagined that lofs of 
fortune did not make all the merit. 
It was proper to take alfo into the 
account the lofs of office. A clergy- 
man, for example, or a gentleman 
in the cuftoms, might be intitled to 
as high a compenfation as many a 
landed proprietor. ‘The bill, how- 
ever, in a future flage of its pro- 
gre(s, might be expretied in a new 
language. 

Mr. Baker cautioned the houfe to 
proceed in the tates bufinefs with 
the greateft deMcacy. Thetitle of 
the bill had fo wide a compafs, that 
congrefs might naturally enough 
conceive that the parliament. of 
Great Britain meant to relieve per- 
fons of every denomination, who 
had been dittrefled by the American 
war; and under this impreffion it 
might abitain from performing the 
fitth article of the provifional treaty, 


e - 5 
which had a reference to the eftates 


and property of the loyalifts. It was 
abfolutely neceflary to guard againft 
fufpicions of this kind. Difcrimi- 
nations were neceflary. He under- 
flood, that the attention of the houfe 
was to be direéted only to fuch loy- 
alifts as did not come within the 
meaning of the fifth article of the 
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provifional treaty. Now if this 
was a truth, it ought to be exprefl- 
ed definitively. The bufinefs oughe 
to be conducted in fuch a manner 
as to deitroy cvery idea of embar- 
raffment or doubt. 

Mr. Fox entreated that the houfe 
would recollect, that the bill moved 
for, was not a bill of relief, but of 
inquiry. Inftead of preventing cop. 
grefs from fulfilling the fifth article 
of the provifional treaty, it would 
be of ufe to his majefty’s miniflers 
in negociating about it; as it would 
lead to thofe difcriminations which 
it required. Nothing could be more 
impolitic than to defpair that any 
power would negleé its ftipulations. 
It would ill become the United 
States to tarnifh their honour upon 
their outfet as a free and independ- 
ent people; and he was convinced, 
that they would carry their agree- 
ments into execution with a ferupu- 
lous exactnefs. 

The motion of lord John Caven- 
difh was carried with eafe; and it 
was ordered that the bill propofed 
fhould be prepared and introduced 
by his lordfhip, lord North, and Mr, 
Fox. The bill accordingly was pre- 
pared and introduced ; and being re- 
ceived with cordiality was patled, 
and carried to the houfe of peers, 
who heartily concurred in it. 





CHA P. 
Meffage From the King to the Commont. 


Wales. 
chequer Paffes. 


T was announced to the 
ms "3° | commons by lord John 
Cavendith, that he had a meflage 


from his majefty, It was read b 


the {peaker, and was as follows. 


Bill to abolifh Offices in the Exchequer. 
Tellerfbip promifed to Lord Thurlow. 


XVIII. 


Efiablifhment of the Prince of 
Debates about the 
The Bill for Regulating the Ex- 


“* George R. 

“* His majefty, reflefing on the 
propriety of ureparate eftablifhment 
to his dearly beloved fon the prince 
of Wales, recommends the confi- 
deration 


deration thereof to this houfe ; re- 
lyimg on the experienced zeal and 
affection of his faithful commons 
for fuch aid towards making that ef- 
tblithmenc as thall appear coniiftent 
with a Yue attention to the circum- 
tances of his people, cvery addition 
to whofe burthens his majelty feels 
with the moil fenfible concern. 
= G.R.” 


To Mr. Powis it appeared, that 
this meflage contained fome expref- 
fions which he could not eafily com- 
prehend. It was a mutter of furprize 
to him, that a feparate ettablifiment 
fhould be defired for the prince of 
Wales, and recommended to the 
confideration of the houfe. For he 
well remembered that the noble lord 
in the blue ribband, when he afked 
for the lait augientation of the civil 
hilt, pledged bimfelf to them that 
no parliamentary aid fhould be fought 
to fupport the houfehold of the 
prince. He begged, therefore, to 
te informed by minifters what their 
intentions were. 

Lord John Cavendifh affured the 
lronourable member, that there was 
nothihg mmproper in the intentions 
ot the minifiry. ‘To increafe the 
minual burdens of the fubjeét under 
cue prefnccircumftances of the coun- 
try was mmpolitic and inexpedient. 
No vote of the houfe would there- 
tore be called for by way of annual 
provifion tor the prince of Wales. 

It was thought thar a fum for this 
purpofe might be taken out of the 
pretent revenue of his majefty. But 
us, at the firtt fetting off, a new ef- 
tablithment was neceffarily attended 
with expence ; and as the finances of 
his majeity were not now in the tul- 
lett and happiett ftuation ; it was 
mtended that an adequate fum for 
this end fhould be voted. 

This fpeech gave a general fatis- 
faction; andthe houfe, nvo day's af- 





BRITISH AND 







































ter, going into a committee of fyp. 
ply, were again addrefled upon the 
fubject by lord John Cavendith, He 
conceived that the commons muf 
fecla very lively fentiment of af. 
fection to his majefty for the graci. 
ous manner in which he had refoly. 
ed to provide for the prince of 
Wales, without calling upon the 
people for any addition to the civil 
lift. He was pleafed to take upon 
himfelf the whole of the annual 
expence ; and to allow the fum of 
fifty thoufand pounds a year to his 
royal highnefs, The houle, how. 
ever could not be ignorant of the 
fiate of the civil litt. There had 
been fet afide nearly s50,cool, to. 
wards the extinction of debts; a cir 
cumitance which for about fix years 
to come, would reduce the civil lift to 
850,000l. a year. Now the allow- 
ance of 50,00cl. a year to the prince 
would reduce it {till more, and cave 
to hit majefly a revenue that was 
hardly “fufficient to difcharge the 
different claims upon it. 

In a fituation hike this it was by 
no means wondertul, that his mas 
jefty fhould have occafion for a tem- 
porary aid to equip his fon upon his 
entering into public life; and he 
was convinced that there was no 
member df. the houfe who could be 
fo abfurd as to oppofe himfelf to the 
cafe and convenience of the royal 
family. The houfe of the prince 
had not been inhabited for many 
years ; and repairs would be necef- 
fury to make it comfortable. Of fo 
young a man as the prince, it could 
not be expected that he had habits 
of economy ; and it could not pol- 
fibly accord with the difpofition of 
the houfe to throw him into em 
barraflment and difquiet in bis prt 
fent critical fituation, He concluded 
by moving, ‘ that the fum of fixty 
thoufand pounds be granted to bis 
majetty, towards enabling his m* 
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‘e(iy to make a feparate eftablithment 
for his royal highnefs the prince of 
ales.’ 
. Mr. Pitt beitowed his a probation 
upon the motion ; but adverting to 
a fpeech attributed to lord North 
when the augmentation of one hun- 
dred thoufand pounds was made to 
the civil lift, he cenfured his lordhhip 
for having pledged himfelf to the 
houfe, that no farther addition to it 
fhould be required. The engage- 
ment of the noble lord had been 
very folemn ; and he had not fcru- 
pled to infringe it. With refpect 
to the prince of Wales, it was ims 
poflible that the houte could teflity 
their affection to him in a manner 
too marked and decifive. He was 
happy to find, that fome rumours 
which had yone abroad were unreal 
and delufive. Thefe rumours had 
flated it as the intention of miniiters 
to obttruct the avowed defire of his 
majefly, and in defiance of the cir- 
cumftances of the country, to have 
demanded a mott enormous fum for 
the eftablifhment of the prince of 
Wales. As, however, a very fe- 
nous alarm had been given by fuch 
reports, he hoped that the fervants 
of the crown would rife up and de- 
clare thatthere never had been any 
foundation forthem. He obferved 
at the fame time, that the motion 
had been brought forward in a man- 
ner too difre{peéiful to the prince of 
Wales, For that a matter fo im- 
portant ought to have been propofed 
much earlier in the feflion. 

Lord North affirmed, that when 
the augmentation of one hundred 
thoufand pounds was made to the 
civil hit, no propofition relative to 
the elablifhment of the prince of 
Wales was thought of. It was con- 
ferred in confideration of the in- 
creale of the royal family, and to 
enable his majcity to provide for 
the younger branches of it, and 
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the children of the duke of Glou- 


cefler, Atthat period too the edu. 
cation of the prince of Wales had 
begun to be expenfive. He had 
been charged withexpreilions which 
he had never ufeds What he had 
faid at the time alluded to, was ex- 
prefsly this: ** Daring the prefent 
ftate of the royal family, that houfe 
would not be called upon for any af- 
fiftance to the eftablithment of the 
prince of Wales.” By the prefent 
{tate of the royal family, there was 
implied with regard to the prince of 
Wales, «he period while he fhould 
live with his father under his go- 
vernor and preceptors, He could 
not pofflibly allude to the period when 
he fhould leave the houle of his fa- 
ther, and when a feparate eftablifh- 
ment would be neceflary. There 
was neither wit nor argument in 
mifinterpreting his words; andthe 
having recourle to fuch petty fhifts 
was an evidence of frivolity or bare 
rennefs. 

Mr. Fox confirmed what had fal- 
len from lord North; and contend- 
ed that the expreflions employed by 
him were exactly as his lordfhip had 
reprefented them, With regard to 
the fums granted to former princes 
of Wales, he argued that they were 
hivh ; and that the eflablifiment for 
the prefent prince of Wales was fo 
much interior to them, that its dif- 
proportion could not but ftrike him 
very fenfibly. His royal highnefs 
dcferved more, both on account of 
his illuftrious rank, and of his va- 
rious and fining virtues. If it had 
remained with him to have advifed 
an eftablifhment, he would moft af- 
furedly have propofed a fum more 
adequate to the object in view. The 
bitch, however, the moft proper to 
decide in the bufinefs, had been of 
an opinion very different ; and it was 
his duty tofubmit, ‘To cenfure the 
miniltry for being late in bringing 
forward 
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forward the tranfaction, was to give 
way to indiferetion, For obitruc- 
tions had been thrown induttrioufly 
into their way. Nor indeed could 
it efcape oblervation, that the laf 
adminiftration ought themfelves to 
have acted inthe matter. He en- 
treated that no party divifion, and 
no political faction fhould in the 
prefent cafe interrupt the unanimity 
which ought to prevail among them. 
Both fides of the houte fhould cor- 
dially concur in the maniteftation to 
his majeity and the prince of Wales of 
the affection they bore to them, and 
of the zeal they felt in promoting 
their cafe, happinefs, and comfort. 

‘The quettion upon being put, was 
carried unanimoutly, [n the houte of 
Peers, a meflage from the king fimi- 
lar tothat tothccommons, onthe fub- 
yet of the eftablifhment of the prince 
of Wales, was prefented by the duke 
of Portland. In this bufinels the two 
houfes concurred ; and there was no 
diflenting voice to the defire of af- 
fitimg his majetty in fulfilling his 
surpote of creating a feparate houfe- 
Hold for the prince. 

It was now propofed by lord John 
Cavendifh, that new reculations 
should be introduced into the exche- 
quer, and he brought in a bill for 
that purpofe. It had appeared from 
the reports of the commillioners of 
accounts, that the abolition of cer- 
turn places in that office would be a 
wie regulation. Thefe places had 
grown to be ufelefs; and were yet 
a fource of great expence to the 
public. He accounted the cham- 
berlain and ufher of the exchequer to 
be two of the offices which ought to 
abolithed ; but it was not his mean- 
ing to difpoffefs the prefent poffef- 
fors. With regard to other offices 
which it might be proper to retain, 
it was a wild impropriety that their 
emoluments fhould increafe in pro- 
portion to the dittrefé and dificulties 


of the country. This was an eyjj 
which called loudly tor a redref, 
Places of this defeription ought tobe 
reduced to a fixed and limited fang. 
ard. With regard to finccures of 
enormous fize, they ought not tobe 
fuffered to remain ; and individuals 
ought not to riot in inordinate 
wealth to the prejudice of the pub. 
lic. 

The peace emoluments of the 
auditor of rhe Exchequer were up. 
wards of zocol. a year. It was 
propofed to reduce them to gooul, 
Nor was this an incompetent income 
to reward an able minitter of the 
crown. A falary of tocol. was in 
tended for the deputy auditor. The 
profits of the clerk of the pells dur. 
ing peace were 33001. a year, 
Thefe might be reduced to 30v0l, 
Of the tellers of the exchequer the 
peace emoluments are upwards of 
25ool, but in war they are infinite 
lv greater. He was therefore in- 
clined to fate their falary at 2700). 
making a fmall fuperaddition to their 
peace income as a compenfation for 
taking away the enormous amount 
of their profits auring a war. Qt 
their deputies he would fate the fa 
laries at tocol. a year. Other, and 
fimilar regulations were alfo necel- 
fury. He farther obferved, that i 
there fhould be any lois upon carty- 
ing the bill into effect, his intention 
was to charge one third of it to the 
civil lift, and two thirds of it to the 
public. But if there thould bea 
profit which was infinitely more 
probable, he thought it right tod 
vide it in the fame proportion. 

Mr. Pulteney declared, that he 
could difcover no good reafon fora 
lowing the tellers more than the 
amount of their peace emoluments 
Their places were nearly abfolute t 
necures ; and it was to be confidere 
that they had the appointinent 
their own clerks or deputics, Bar 


gauss 

















































FOREIGN 


gains might therefore be. ftruck be- 
tween the principals and the depu- 
ties; and the public be expofed to 
charges that were unneceflary. The 
allowing a thoufand a year to the 
deputies feemed to him a ruinous 
proftitution of the public money ; 
and it was his firm opinion that 
gcol. was a fufficient falary for 
them. Nor did he perceive any 
propriety in dividing the favings 
after the method fuggefted by lord 


John Cavendifh Why was the ci- 


vil it to thare with the public in 
the participation? Eight or nine 


hundred thoufand pounds a year 


were given to the crown by way of 
the civil lift; and it was underftood 


by impl'cation that the officers of 


the exchequer, and various others, 
were ta be provided for out Of ite 


This was the condition of the grant. 
Now if anv confiderable fum was to 
he acquired by a reform ot the CX 
chequer, the public ought to enjoy 
the whole benefit. The civil litt 
had no pretext whatever to have any 
fhare or proportion ot It. 

Mr. Pitt concurred with Mr. 
Pulteney, and confidered the kind- 
nefs of lord John Cavendith to the 
tellers, and their d ‘punes, as the 
moft extravagant expenditure of the 
public treafure. If reforms were to 
be made, they ought to be proceed- 
ed upon with fome degree of rigour. 
All ideas of profufion were out of 
the queliion. 

Mr. Fox defended the principle 
and intention of the bill. If it had 
been brought in for the purpofe of 
effecting that kind of reform which 
had @conomy merely in view, he 
would certainly in many particulars 
have oppofed it, But that was not 
us leading object. Its chief refer- 
ence was to tholfe offices of which 
the holders received an augmenta- 
tion of emolument in proportion as 
the expences of the country increafe 


HISTORY. 4 


ed. It was the delfire of the noble 
perfon who had propofed it, that the 
fervants of the public fhould not be 
enriched by the aggravation of the 
national burdens and diitrefs. 

He was no friend to the influence 
of the crown; but he knew, that 
the government of a great kingdom 
could not proceed either with dig- 
nity or advantage, unlefs it had ho- 
nourable fituations to beitow upon 
its officers, in order to provide for 
their families, and to reward emi- 
nent and diilinguifhed fervices. Of 
this fort properly were. the offices of 
the exchequer. Now of thefe, it 
was obvious that the emoluments 
ought not to be either inordinately 
great, or contemptibly littl. In 
the firft cafe the public was oppreif- 
ed; in the fecond a Snanal was 
profefied of high merit and illuftri- 
ous fervice, To pare thefe places 
too clofely, would be to render them 
unworthy the acceptance of diftin- 
guihhed and fiperior characters. 
There was no profufion in putting 
the teliers at 2,7001, And with re- 
gard to a thoufand pounds as the 
talary of the deputies, it was by no 
means extravagant, . The fituations 
of the depuues were refpontible 
ones: they were undertiood to be 
genticmen, and perlons of education 
and a liberalturn of mind, That 
the giving a thoufand pounds to a 
deputy was in tact a grant to the 
principal who appointed him, was 
an idea the mott illiberal and nar- 
row. If it were pothble that the 
tellers could be fo bafe and fordid 
as to make fo vile a traffic as that al- 
luded to, it was impotlible for the 
legiflature to guard againft their tur- 
pitude, This way of reafoning alfo 
went too far. For it it were ad- 
mitted in its full extent, there was 
no official deputy in the kingdom, 
whofe principal was not expoted to 
the dirtieft of all imputations. Even 
the 
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the fecretaries of ftate might be ful- 

d. It was indecent to give any 
credit to bargains of this kind ; and 
he believed that no perfons could be 
named who had been guilty of them. 
‘To be alarmed, therefore, upon 
their account, was to tremble at a 
fhadow. As to the offices of the ex- 
chequer, if it was contended that 
the difpofal of them gave an influ- 
ence to the crown; it was obferv- 
able, that ie was exactly that influ- 
ence which of all others was the 
leatt dangerous. For the individu- 
als promoted in that office were made 
independent of the crown, as they 
could not be hurt by it. Their 
fituations were for lite; and in a 
free country it was neceflary and 
ufeful, in a variety of inftances, that 
men fhould be out of the power of 
the crown. 

It was the fenfe of the houfe that 
the objections hitherto made ro the 
bill were improper ; and after their 
difcufion, Mr. Rigby being anxious 
to protect the promife of a tellerfhip 
which had been given to lord Thur- 
low, rofe up to propofe a claufe 
with that view. He reminded the 
houfe that lord Thurlow, when he 
quitted the profeffion and accepted 
the office of lord chancellor, ob- 
tained from his majefty the promife 
of a tellerfhip in the exchequer. 
This promife had been made in the 
year 1778; and he trufted that lord 
‘Thurlow had a title to expect a re- 
verfion of a tellerfhhip fully and be- 
neficially. He read accordingly a 
provifo, exempting lord Thurlow 
trom the power of the bill. 

Lord North allowed that it was 
true, that when lord Thurlow was 
mace chancellor, he had been offer- 
eda teilerfhip in the exchequer ; but 
cbferved that his lordfhip did not 
then think proper toaceeptit. The 
place had atrerwards been repeatedly 
held out to him; and he had re- 
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eatedly declined it. His réafoy 
* this conduct were not given; 
and perhaps it would have been bet. 
ter if he had definitively accepted 
the offer. The promife, however 
having been deliberately made, he 
was by no means difpofed to put his 
negative ayainft the provifo which 
had been fuggefted. 

Mr. Fox affirmed, that the queftion 
under deliberation was purely per. 
fonal, and therefore difagreeable, [f 
became him notwithftanding,to fpeak 
to it. To him it appeared not inex. 
plicable that lord Thurlow thould re. 
fufe toaccept the promife of the tek 
lerfhip. When the offer was 
one reverfion was actually granted; 
and a fecond reverfion was not only 
unufual and tedious in the expeé. 
ation, but a better object might full, 
But if at that time there was prudence 
in refufing the promife, there was 
now a change in the fituation of 
affairs ; and prudence called loudly 
for the acceptance of the promife, 
Circumftances were indeed effen- 
tially altered. One of the poffeffors 
was dead, and another very infirm, 
This opened the myftery ; and it 
could not be conceived to be ftrange 
that the noble lord fhould 
more willing to accept a tellerfhip in 
proportion to the near approach ot 
the object. 

The principle of the provifo was 
a felfih one. It went to fecure a 
emolument to lord Thurlow. For 
this emolument, however, ther 
could be urged no grant of reverfon. 
It the houfe accordingly were t 
ferve lord Thurlow, they mut go 
out of their way to do it. He fpokt 
from no motive of refentment. He 
knew that the noble and learned 
lord had made what were confidered 
as fevere reflexions againft him. But 
reflexions which had no better four 
dation than party anger, envy, 
prejudice, could not four his . 
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The noble lord had been pleafed to 
fay, that when the crown was rob- 
bed of its influence and power, none 
but defperate and needy adventurers 
would accept of office. The fpeech 
was paiionate and unmeaning. For 
if the crown had neither power nor 
influence, it was not probable that 
its favour could be an object of 
purfuit to the defperate or the needy. 
For in that cafe it could neither hold 
out protection or riches to them, 
He withed not, however, to reprefs 
the defire of the noble lord after af- 
fluence. Pretenfions to difintercft- 
ednefs were often boatted ot, and of- 
ten affected. It might be nght, 
that his lordhhip fhould partake of 
the wealth, which he feemed _to 
confider as fo effential a qualification 
or othee. 

: Mr. Huffey confidered the pro- 
mife to lord ‘Thurlow as a_ bargain 
between the crown and his lordfhip. 
Upon whatever ground the matter 
could be pur, it was impofhible to 
conceive that the engagement could 
be difannulled. The proceedings of 
the commons ought not to be go- 
verned by narrow but by liberal 
views. ‘They were to look to equity 
rather than to the rigid letter of the 
law. 

The provifo of Mr. Rigby, upon 
being moved, was carried without 
adivifion. But while Mr. Rigby 
was thus fuccefsful in a committee 
July 7. "Pon the bill; yet upon the 

‘report of the committee to 
the houfe, his efforts for lord Thur- 
low were lefs fortunate. ‘To give 
the greater ftrength to his provifo, 
he expreffed it in new language, and 
he refed iton the foundation that 
in the patent for lord Thurlow’s 
penfion, his majefty had been pleaf 
ed to promife the place of a teller- 
thip ot the Exchequer to him when 
he accepted the office of chancellor 
of Great Briain, He did not know 
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whether he could call his noble 
friend’s pretenfion to be exempted 
from the operation of the bill, a 
promife or a bargain. But from 
the fenfe of the committec, he hop- 
ed that the foundation upon which 
he {poke for lord Thurlow would be 
allowed to be folid, and would re- 
ceive the protection of parliament, 

Mr. Fox affirmed that the cafe 
was obvious, and could not well be 
mifunderftood. In the two views 
in which it prefented itfelf, ix 
would lead to different lines of con- 
duct. A promife was onething, and 
a bargain another. To the provifo 
there furely could be no objection, if 
the fa&t was, that lord Thurlow had 
actually bargained for a tellerthip of 
the Exchequer. It had long been 
boafted of extravagantly by the 
friends of the learned lord that he had 
accepted the feals unconditionally. 
The proudefl eulogies of his difin- 
tereftednefs had been heard; yet his 
panegyrifts were now inclined to a- 
vow, that he lrad made a bargain 
for a tellerfhip when he renounced 
his profeffion to take the feals. It 
was impoffible that thefe things 
could be true; and as he detefted 
impottors of every .kind, he was 
anxious to arrive at the fact. He 
therefore called on the friends of the 
noble lord to ftand forward and 
avow it. 

Mr. Pitt declared that the quef- 
tion had now affumed a new fhape ; 
and that there was in it fomething far 
more interefting than whether lord 
Thurlow fhould get the tellerfhip 
and its emoluments. The perfonal 
honour of lord Thurlow was con- 
cealed. His character was no ob- 
ject of fport ; and it became a noble 
lord to ftate with precifion the com- 
plexton of the tranfaction. 

Lord North underftanding him- 
felf to be called upon, © afferted 
roundly, that it confilted not with 
his 
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his knowledge, that any bargain 
for the tellerfhip had been made 
with lord Thurlow. He protefted, 
notwithftanding, that if any bar- 

ain had been made, there could 
Rave been no difhonour in it. Pro- 
feifional men leaving lucrative fitu- 
‘ations for precarious grandeur, bad 
a title to compenfations. Bargains 
of the kind alluded. to had nothing 
difgraceful in them. They had 
been made by lord Harwicke, lord 
Northington, and lord Camden. 
No fuch tranfaétion, however, had 
been concluded by lord Thurlow. 
His majefty had offered the teller- 
fhip to the noble lord, and he had 


declined it. 
there was a promife and nota bay. 
gain. He would give however, 
his voice for the provifo, as ther 
might, perhaps be a want of libe. 
rality in diftinctions of this nature, 

The fentiments of the houfe were 
different from thofe of lord North: 
and the provifo was loft by a majo. 
rity of ¢7 againit 48. After fome 
farther debate, the bill for eftablig. 
ing certain regulations in the Ey. 
chequer was agreed to and ordered 
to be ingroffed. In the houfe of 
lords it was received, and pafled 
without an amendment. 
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Linen and Cotton Manufa@ures. Bill for their Encouragement. Motiry 


Bill. 


The Half-pay Provincial Corps. 


Lord Rodney’s Penfion. The 


Penfion to General Eliott. Eaft India Company. The Billof Lord Efing. 


bam concerning Infolvent Debtors. 


* Petition had been prefented 

to the commons from perfons 
concerned in the linen and cotton 
manufactures, in which they en- 
treated a drawback upon foap and 
other articles employed by them ; 
and the houfe taking the fubject in- 
to confideration, Mr. Stanley urged 
the neceflity of fhowing favour to 
the petitioners. He enlarged on 
the great importance of the linen 
and cotton manufactures, and ex- 
plained the propriety of allowing 
drawbacks on foap, ftarch, brim- 
ftone, vitriol, and other articles 
confumed in the preparation of the 
raw materials of flax and cotton, 
From thefe manufa€tures a valuable 
fource of revenue had arifen to go- 
vernment. It was therefore proper 
to encourage them; and this was 
the more expedient as they were in 
fome hazard or danger from the ri- 
valry of foreign artificers in Hol- 


land, Germany, France and Swit. 
zerland. A committee accordingly 
deliberating upon the fubject of 
thefe manufactures, approved of 
the following refolutions, which 
were reported to the houle by fir 
Henry Houghton. 

‘¢ That in the prefent ftate of the 
commerce of Great Britain, the 
prefervation of the cotton and the 
linen manufatures is an object of 
the utmoft importance, and deferves 
the ferious and immediate confide. 
ration of the houfe. 

© That a drawback be allowed out 
of the duties now payable on foapa 
the rate of three Robie for every 
ae weight of hard foap that fhal 

e ufed and confumed in preparing 
and finifhing all manufactures tro® 
flax and cotton for fale, & 
cept linen whitened in the piece tov 
fale under certain regulations 
reftrictions. 

«6 That 


In the prefent caf ‘ 
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«¢ That a drawback be allowed 
out of the duties payable on itarch 
ef one penny halfpenny on every 
pound weight of ftarch uled and 
confumed in preparing and finithing 
all manutactures from flax and cot- 
ton tor fale, excepting fuch itarch 
as thali be confumed in finifing new 
linen in the piece for fale, fubjcct to 
certain regulations and rettrictions. 

‘© That a drawback be allowed 
out of the duties payable on itarch, 
of three-pence for every pound 
weight of ftarch ufed and confum- 
ed in finithing new linen in the 
piece tor fale, fubject to certain re- 
yulations and reftrictions. 

‘© That a drawback be allowed of 
all duties payable on the importauon 
of brimftone, and faltpetre ufed and 
confumed in making oil of vitriol, 
under certain regulations and fre- 
frictions.” 

Thefe refolutions being put and 
carried, a bill in conformity to them 
was prepared and brought in by 
fir Henry Houghton, Mr. Stan- 
ley, Mr. Dempiter, and fir George 
Yonge. It was prefented accord- 
ingly to the houfe, and being agrecd 
to, was carried to the peers, and re- 
ceived their concurrence. About 
the fame time, the royal affent was 
given to an  Aét for punifhing mu- 
tiny and defertian, and for the ber- 
ter payment of the army and their 
quarters, within the realm of Great 
Britain.” 

June 25 The attention of the 

‘“ houfe of commons was 
now directed to the provincial corps. 
Lord North ftated, that feveral 
provincial battalions had been raif- 
ed in America; and that the of- 
ficers of thefe having abandoned 
their poffefiions and rifked their lives 
inthe lervice of Great Britain were 
proper of jects ot juflice, To allow 
them halt pay was a meafure of 
—_ the propriety could wot be 
7®3. 
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doubted, Their merits as foldicrs 
and their fufferings as loyalifts were 
claims which could not be refifted, 
To the houfe the propofition of hig 
lordihip appeared to be right and 
reafonable in the greatett degre. ; 
and it was carricd without a divie 
fion. 

A meflage from the king was now 
prefented to the houle by lord John 
Cavendifl, It was read by the 
{peaker, and was of the following 
import. 


*¢ George R. 


‘© His majefty having taken into 
his royal contideration the many 
eminent and fignal fervices perform. 
ed by George Briiges Rodney, lord 
Rodney, vice admiral of England, 
and one of the admirals of the white, 
his conduct in the Weitt Indies in 
three feveral engagements in the 
months of April and May 1780, 
with a fuperior French ficet under 
the command of the Count de Gui 
chen, and his great and glorious vic- 
torics over the Spanifh fleet on the 
16th day of January, 1780, on his 
voyage to the relief of Gibraltar, 
and over the French in the Weft In- 
dies on the s2th of April 1782; 
not only highly honourable to hime 
felf, but greatly beneficial to his mae 
jefty’s kingdoms ; and being defirous 
to beflow upon the faid George 
Bridges Redney, lord Rodney, fome 
confiderable and lafting mark of his 
royal favour, as a teltimony of his 
majefty’s approbation of the faid 
fervices, and for this purpofe to give 
and grant unto the faid George 
Bridges Rodney, and to the two 
next fucceeding heirs male of the 
body of the taid George Bridges 
Rodney, lord Rodney, to whom the 
title of lord Rodney fhall defcend, 
for and during their lives, a nete 
annuity of twothoufand pound per 
annum ; but his majeity not having 
K ur 
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it in his power to grant an annuity 
to that amount, or to extend the 
effect of the faid grant beyond the 
term of his own hte, recommendsit 
to his faithful commons to contider 
of a proper method of enabling bis 
majetty to grant the fame, and of 
extending, fecuring, and fettling 
fuch annuity to the faid George 
Bridges Rodney, lord Rodney, and 
to the two next perfons on whom the 
title of lord Rodney fhall defcend, 
in fuch manner as fhall be thought 
mott effectual for the benefit of the 
{aid George Bridges Roduey, lord 
Rodney and his fainily. 
G. R.” 


The approbation with which this 
meflage was received, was univer- 
fal; but there being fome difficulty 
with regard to the period when the 
penfion fhould commence, there was 
a general cry, of ** the twelfth of 
April! the glorious twelfth of April!” 
It was accordinely agreed to by the 
commons, ** That the annual fum 
of two thoufand pounds be granted 
to his majefly out of the aggreeate 
fund, tocommence trom the twelfth 
day of April 1-82, and be fettled 
in the moft beneficial manner, upon 
the prefent lord Rodney, and the nwo 
next fucceeding beirs male of his 
lordfhip, to whom the barony of 
Rodney fhall defcend.” 

At this time there was alfo pre- 
fented to the commons by lord john 
Cavendifh, a meflage from the king 
to the advantage of governor Eliott. 


It was ot the following import. 


* George R. 
** Fis majefly being defirous of 
conterring fome lignal mark of his 


royal favour upon the right honour- 


able tir George Aecuitus Ei tt, 
knight of the mofi honourable or- 
der of the Bath, for the very di- 


aay, 5 “"? } eT tha be r nonae 
finguivhe@d and munportant fervices 
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performed by him to his majctty and 
this country, by his brave and gah. 
lant defence of Gibraltar, and for 
that purpofe to grant to the fuid fi 
George Auguttus Eliott, for the term 
of his life, and for the life of hig 
fon Francis Auguftus Eliott, an an. 
nuity of one thoufand five hundred 
pounds per annum ; but it not being 
in his majetty’s power to grant the 
fame, or to fettle the faid annui 
beyond the term of bis own life, his 
majefly recommends it to his faith 
ful commons to confider of a pro 
per method of enabling his majefty 
to grant the faid annuity, and of 
fettling and fecuring the fame in the 
moft effectual manner, for the bene. 
fit of the faid fir George Auguftus 
Eliott. 

G. R.” 


This meflage was received like the 
former one, with great cordiality ; 
and the commons refolved, “ That 
the annual fum of one thoufand five 
hundred pounds be granted to his 
majefiy out of the aggregate fund 
to commence from the thirteenth 
day of September 1782 ; and be 
fettled in the moft beneficial mannet 
upon therighthonourable fir George 
Auguttus Eliott, during his life and 
the life ot his fon Francis Auguftus 
Eliott.” The houfe of pecrs were 
not lefs refpectful than the commons 
to lord Rodney and governor Eh- 
oit; and the acts intitling themte 
their penfions were pafled unobjee 
ed to und unamended. 

The affairs of the EaftIn- July s 
dia company being now ap- y 
pealed to by fir Henry Fletcher, i 
diftrefs was defcribed, and the et 
pediency pointed outof entering 
to refolutions for its proteétion a 
advantage. Lord John Cavendill 
infitted on the iniumare connex™® 
which prevailed beiween the crea 
and fuceeta of this company, ™ 
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al intereft of the public at 
the general inte p 


large. 71 he profperity of the one 
nece tla: ily involved that ot the 
other. 4n immediate ailliftance was 


requifite to fupport the credit of the 
company, and invigorate its Opera- 
tions. The claim of the govern 

ment upon the company was great ; 
and it might be prudent not to ule 
it for tome months. It was hke- 
wife a matter of policy to enable it 
to raife the fum ot three hundred 
thoufand pounds to recover from the 
diferace that threatened it. In thefe 
meafures there was nothing that was 
pleafant to. government ; but necef- 
fty could not be refified ; and the 
withholding this aid from the com- 
pany might lead to a great national 
oppreffion. 

The commons being fenfible of 
the propriety of extending their 
patronage to the Fatt India com- 
pany went into the fentiments of 
lord John Cavendifh. A bill for 
this purpofe was accordingly brought 
into the houfe; and pafled finally 
into an act, 

In the houfe of lords, the fubject 
of an infolvent bill was at this time 
agitated. The earl of Effingham 
urged the neceflity of the interterence 
of the lecitlature to refcue multi- 
tudes of unfortunate men from the 
wreichednefs ot poverty and pri- 
fons, and to rettore them to fociety 
and their relations. It becamé the 
peers to enter ferioufly into a tull 
and careful revifion ot the laws be- 
tween debtor and creditor; and to 
provide revulations, of which the 
ethcacy and juitice would be per- 
manent. He moved, therefore, for 
an infolvent bill upon the plan of 
that which had been pafled in the 
year 1776. 

The carl of Mansfield objected ta 
4 partial bill ; and appro. ed not of 
the plan of the bill which had paft- 
dintheyeari776. Ithad errors; 
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and even thofe errors had been cor. 
rected in fubfequent bills. It dee 
ferved not to be confidered asa Moe 
del. Regularity, however, require 
ed thatthe bill of the noble lord 
fhould be printed. 

The earl of Effingham contended 
that es ery delay ought to be avoided 
1g a matter where humanity was fo 
deeply concerned ; and did not per 
i but that the ceremony of 
printing his bill might be difpenfed 
with ; finge it was exactly fimilar to 
that brought forward in the year 
1776. 

It was carried, notwithflandin 
that the bill of the carl of Effingham 
fiould be printed; and when it 
came to be read a fecond time, his 
lordfhip moved to call tor witnefles 
to fubitantiate before the peers the 
miferable condition of the unfortu- 
nate men whom he withed to ferve. 
In this motion he was oppofed by 
lord Mansficid, who contidered the 
production of witnefles as unnecel- 
jary : for that bills of the nature 
alluded to were rather matters of 
policy than of humanity. 

Lord Walfingham withed that the 
motion might not be prefied. He 
had apprehentions, however, from 
the multitude of prifoners who 


‘ ‘ , 
were crowded tovether in one mace. 


~ 


ccive, 


Difeafes mighe break out among 
them, and fpread rhrouch the king- 
thought that 
fome method thould be fallen upon 
to prevent a d ‘neer of this fort. 

Lord Thurlowenlarged upon the 
mifchiets which refulred from bills 
in tavour of infolvent debtors. Ex- 
perience had thewa that little advan 
tave was to be derived from them ; 
and it was obvipus that they went 
to difpenfe with the laws of the land, 
and to declare that they were inad- 
equate to the ends for which they 
had been framed. 

The carl of Efingham was con- 
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vinced that the proving the exiflence 
of the dittrefs pointed to, with a view 
to obtain its redrefs had nothing 
improper in it. He lamented that 
the laws were fo imperiect; and ex- 
claimed againft the cruelty of fhut- 
ing up individuals for life within 
the walls of a prifon. 

Lord Mansfield affirmed, that 
the more he reflected on the meafure 
of calling witnefles to the bar of the 
houfe of peers on the bufinefs, be- 
fore them, he was the more con- 
vinced of its impropriety. It was 
againit all the rules by which they 
were ufually directed. A bill ought 
to fpeak for itfelt; and to carry 
its meaning on the face of it. If 
witnefles were to prove the pro- 
priety of a bill, the fenfe of the houfe 
ought previoufly to be taken, whe- 
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ther or not it fhould be brouzht be. 
fore them. Upon this principle, the 
prefent bill ought to be rejected ; 
tor it would tend to eftablifh apy jn. 
formality. 

Infolvent acts too had become 
frequent, that they were expected 
with confidence ; and it was a mat. 
ter of fpeculaticn and care to the 
fraudulent debtor to take a full ad. 
vantage of them. Jails communi. 
cated with jails ; and an alarming 
difhonetty was encouraged and fof. 
tered throughout the kingdom, 

No inclination being difcovered 
among the peers to divide with the 
carl of Effingham, his bill was re. 
jected ; and he protefted avaing 
what he conceived to be an impr 
per conduct of the houfe. 





CHAP. 
4 remarkable Motion by Mr, Pitt. Expen- 


Bovk concerning Public Money. 


XX. 


diture of Money. Ineficacy of the Woutroul of the Exchequer. The Pre 


preety of controlling Accountants. 


Amendments upon the Motion of Mr. 


Pitt, Addrefs to the King to improve the Controul of the Exchequer. Speech 


Jrom the Throne. 
Treaties with France and Spain. 
The Treaty quith the Dutch. 


N conformity to the or- 
der of the commons, 
lord John Cavendith fubmitted to 
their obfervation, a- book or volume 
which contatued, “A lit of the pub- 
lic accountants, who have received 
public money by way of impreft and 
upon account, and who have not yet 
accounted for the fame, azd of thole 
perions trom whom balances of de- 
elaved accounts are itil due.”’ 

This book being !aid upon the ta- 
ble, Mr. Pitt rote to makea motuon 
with regard toit. He itated that the 
book before them was an evidence 
that upwards of torty-tour millions 
ei the public money was unaccount- 


July 10. 


The Prorogation of the Parliament, 


The Definitive 
the Definitive Treaty equity Americ 


The Proclamation of the Feace. 


ed for. ‘This was an extraordinary 
circumitance. He meant not, how 
ever to fay that this immenfe {um 
was due tothe public, and mightbe 
recovered. Much of it, no doubt, 
had been fubitantially paid. But 
with regard to what had been paid, 
it appeared not that it had been ae- 
counted tor formally, according 
the rules of the exchequer. At the 
time of its inititution, the exchequer 
Was adapted more particularly © 
the regulation and controul of £1 
penditure tor domeitic ufes. With 
this limitation im its aim and pur 
pote, it was not therefore a matt 
of furprize, that in the progrels © 

ties, 




















time, it fhould become inadequate 
to the controul of the growing ex- 
pences of the country. It was not 
to be wondered at, that it was unable 
to check the extenfive expences to 
which the nation had of late years 
been compelled to fubmit. : At the 
termination, therefore, of a mott 
unhappy and ruinous war, it con- 
filed with policy, that they fhould 
turn their ferutiny toa matter which 
evidently required improvement and 
gulation. 

nae it was, indeed, a truth, that 
the exchequer was unequal to the 
controul of extenfive expendittre, 
it was a matter of great neceflity to 
find out the means to make it ade- 
quate and applicable. The abules 
following trom its want of efheacy 
and energy, were abundant and pal- 
pable ; and they might be carried to 
an extremity that would endanger 
the exillence of the country. A 
check immediate and powerful 
ought toprevail, and exert its vigour 
over every ipecies of public expendi- 
ture from the largeft fum to the 
lowett which was iffued. It was with 
aview tothis check, that he had 
thought of the motion which he was 
about to offer to the confideration of 
the houfe. 

There were other confidcrations 
alfo which weighed with him. It was 
fit to afcertain what balances were in 
the hands of fuch fub-accountants as 
had not accounted for them at all, 
what were to be deemed irrecover- 
able, and what were fubitantially 
accounted for, though not accorde 
ing to the ftrict rules of the exche- 
quer. He was confcious, that in the 
book there werea great many names 
ayainit which large fums were en- 
tered, which had in fact been ex- 
tinguilhed, Some fervants of the 


crown had accounted for their ba- 
lances to the treafury, fome to the 
comptroller general of the army, 
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and others to the principal accouns 


tants. But as the forms of the ex- 
chequer required that their accounts 
fhould have pafied the auditor of 
the unprett betore they were finally 
diicharged, they {till remained as 
fub-accountants chargeable with ba- 
lances unaccounted tor. With re- 
gard to individuals who had ace 
counted fubitantially but not for. 
mally, the inquiry was as neceflary 
as with refpect to others who were 
actually in debt to the public. It 
would ferve toclear their characters, 
and give them an early gudetus. 

It was lixeways fit that an inquiry 
fhould be made after thofe who ttood 
iudebted for fums long due, and not 
likely to be recovered. If fuch per- 
fons were living, their characters 
fliould be fcrutinized, and if dead 
thofe of their reprefentatives. Mee 
thods fhould be taken to find out 
what of fuch debts was good, and 
what bad. There were likewife ace 
countants who had never accounted 
at all; and from whom the publig 
might derive foine benefit, For 
that the public fhould lofe as little 
as poffible, was a maxim that could 
not be controveried. 

Upon thefe grounds, he moved, 
66 "Phat an humble addrefs be pre- 
fented to his majeity, that it appears 
that large fums of money which 
have at different times, and many of 
them very long fince been paid for 
public fervices to fubeaccountants, 
amounting in the whole to above 


forty-four millions, have not yet 


been accounted for before the audie 
tors of the impreft ; and that though 
many of them may have been other- 
wife accounted for in the courfe of 
othce, vet others to a very large 
amount have not been accounted for 
atall. 

*¢ That it aptears to the houfe to 
be of the utmoft importance, that 
all public accounts fhould be broughe 
K 3 tor= 
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forward with as little delay as pofli- 
ble; and that therefore they co hum- 
bly befecch his majefty to be gra- 
cioutly pleafed to give direétions that 
the moft effectual meafures fhould be 

taken to inquire concerning the per- 
fons to whom the faid fuims have 
been iffucd, or their legal reprefen- 
tatives; and particularly thofe to 
whom money has been iffued in the 
courfe of the late expenfive war; and 
to take meafures in all cafes where 
there fhall appear to be fuffictent 
gr und ro compel them in due courfe 


ot law to account for the faine; and 
that this houfe will in ue time co- 
Operate fuch meafu ag may on 
full deliberation appear to be proper, 
in order to prevent the like at it tor 
the future.” . 
‘This motion was feconded by lord 
Mahon. it patted not, however, 
unobjecied to, and unoppofed. Sir 
Grey Cooper, wh le he allowed thar 


the book upon the tal le had rifen 
out of the uleful diligence of an 
able officer, obferved, that it had 
not been produ the bafis of 


. | 
cca us 


the motion which had —_ made 
by the right honourable eentleman. 
Ir was a matter of extreme doubt 
with him, whether it aght tro have 
been Lud upon the table of the 
houfeot commons. For it was net- 
ther right nor expedient that its 
contents fhould be revealed to the 
world. ‘The tramer of the mo- 
tion had snowed that the book 
was a voucher for fums which had 
been actually accounted for. Now 
the difvovery of ifs contents might 
of conlequence te nd to deftroy. or 
impair the credit of individuals 
who were concerned in mercantile 
tranfactions. Te was no indifferent 
mutt fo wWanv contractors em- 
ployed in the fervice of the nation, 
that they ttood upon record as 
debrors to the public in fums to an 


nenfe amount, ena were liable to 


Lilete were 
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inftances of perfons who ftood upon 
the book in queftion as ac countable 
for five hundred thoufand 1 pounds, 
and to whom there was yet a balance 
due by the public. Tt was likes 
ways an object worthy ot remprk, 
that the fub-accountants could not 
be fet szfuper upon the roll till a 
declarhtion took place of the final 
account of the tanh, 0 There 
were upwards of thirty-three millions 
of the fums placed againtt the names 
of the fub-accountants which arofe 
out of the accounts of the pavmatters 
general, fome of which had been 
paffed, and tome of which had noe 
been pafied. Nordid he conceive that 
the barons ot the Exchequer, whofu-. 
perinte oad the auditors of the impref, 

were inactiveor Inattentive to compel 
accountants to render their accounts, 
For fome years pafi the whole court 
had fat upon the appofal, as it 
was termed, of the then of Mid. 
d'efex, in which are comprehended 
the accounts of all the great of- 
ficers of the crown. The deputy 
auditors attend ; and upon the read- 

ing of the half vearly certificates, 

they demand of the fheriff what he 
has done on this or that writ againtt 
fuch and fuch a perfon? W hether 
he has returned iffues againft them, 

and to what an amount : > The de- 
puty auditors are examined concert 
ing the circumflances of each cafe; 


and parucularly whether the 2 
countant who appears to have bees 
ferved with a proces by the then 


has delivered his vouchers and at 
counts, or any and what part of 
them, or has procee ‘ded with regard 
If the iiues seturedlll by 
the theriff are fmall, the court may 
take up the matter, and order the 
fherniff to return larger iffues, mor 
adequate in their opin ion to the 
detault and the fums unaccounte 
for. bee were regular ‘and uf 
ful formalities. 


~ 


it W wey 


to them. 


1. Zz Yn ittts 
notwithflanding, aunt 
— he 
»’ 
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by fir Grey Cooper, that the pro- 
cefs of the court, and the power of 
compuliion againit defaulters, were 
not calculated for the auditing and 

affing the accounts of the expcn- 
giture of the public money during 
the laf war; and that the ig 
againit {ub-accountants wanted a 
amendment. 

Lord North was ready to ac- 
knowledge that the comp ler of the 
book before the houle, was a per- 
fon of diligence, talents, and pro- 
bity. The work, however, being 
the perform ince of a private indl- 
vidual, being unfubferibed, and 
having no othcial authority, it was 
not 4 proper foundation upon which 
par liament could build any proceed- 
mgs. It was not even of fuflicient 
authe ‘nticity to jutiity any grave or 
formal Pr ceeding of the houfe of 
commons; and, therefore, with 
regard ~ any retro{pective ine 
guiry, it was an inadmithble 
voucher. It might, however, be 
admitted as a fubftantial evidence 
for the promotion ot a better mode 
of keepng and patling the public 
accounts. For it was “undou! tedly 
an illuftration of the fact, that the 
forms of the Exchequer now in ufe, 
though they might be expedient 
and applicable in former ages, were 
not eficctual for the prefent times, 
and req uved, accordinely, to be 
_—— in cxtenfivenets and ope- 
ratio 

With regard to contractors and 

thofe who dealt with the treafury 
upon commilion, it was certainly 
verv true that in the book on the 
table there might be placed large 
fums oppofite to their names. But 
they were not, upon that account, 
to be e confid ered as detaulters. It 
would be found, in general, that it 


hew ¢ anne 
they had p hecenad tan icatinnitinens 


had unde: shen before they had re- 
ceived the money of the public, It 
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had gone abroad that forty-nine or 
fitty millions of the public Wealth 
were unaccounted tor. But that 
prodigious charge had now been 
greatly reduced. It was now flated 
at forty-four millions; and even 
from this itate there were deduc. 
tions. For the right honourable 
gentleman who h: id made the mo.~ 
tion, was difpofed to believe that 
the greate(t part of it had been acs 
c uel tor tubdantially though not 
formally. 

At the fame time it was worthy 
of confideration, that thirty mil- 
lions of the amount {tated in the book 
on the table, belonged to the ac- 
counts of Mr. Rigby, Mr. Burke, 
and Nir. Barré; and that of the ba- 
lances of thefe gentlemen, the 
greate{t part had been paid in fince 
the compilation of that perfor- 
mance. In general, too, it ought 
not to efcape remark, that the ac- 
counts of balances in the hands of 
public accountants, were in reality 
fo fluctuating, that their amount 
could hardly be afcertained with 
precifion at any given perioc. ‘The 
extent of coniequence of the fum 
unaccounted tor to the public, was 
uncertain. It was obvious, howe 
ever, that it was far beneath the a- 
mount of forty-four millions. This 
was demonitrable from decifive 
vouchers : and its greitnefs was 
every day decrealine. It theretore 
followed that charges or crimina- 
tions on grounds which were pres 
carious, ought to be made with he» 
fitation ene “with modetty. 

Mr. Sheridan was not unfriendly 
tothe nature of the addrefs; but 
oppoted the expreflion of the mos 
tion. The language of the morion 
bore, that it a; speared to the houfe, 
that large fums of money, amount- 
ing to above fo: ty-four millions, 
had not been accounted for. Now, 
the houfe had ne title to make an al- 
K 4 fer tion 
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fertion of this kind. The fact was 
too ftrone to be admitted without 
examination; and no fatistactory 
evidence had been brought to ef- 
tablifli it. ‘The book upon the table 
was no proper voucher of it. It 
had not that power of authenticity 
that was fufficient to enforce belief, 
and tobe the balis of credit. What 
was it? Irwasacollection of extracts 
which had the fanction of no proof, 
‘There was even no atteltation that 
they were correct. No individual 
gave them his authority : no office 
offered to uphold them. They were 
private and unfupported notes and 
memorandums: they were no bet- 
terthan anovymous pamphiers. He 


would nor inpeach the ind iiry, or 


the virtue of the comprer. Dut 
it contiffed not with the dignity or 
eer oft the houteto give imp! icit 

ouhdence 10 the P 1: uc. labours 
of any individual whatloever. He 
therefore willed that the introduc. 
tory part of the motion were 10 cx- 
preiled as to meet his meaning, and 
to 0 vite his obrect Oi). 

Mr. Pite was happy to hear the 
objection which had been made by 
Mr. Sheridan, But it was his opi- 
niop, thatit it had been tharted by 
any member in Oppohtion to the mt- 
pitry, it would have been con- 
fiiucdinto an affront upon the no- 
bie lord at the head ot the Exche- 
quer. For it was the import of the 
olbieftion, that the noble lard had 
p.etented to the houfe a book or 
paper ot no authority 

it was inp vain, howeve r, to re- 
probate io ttyongly the geniunene 
oe: the book. Ailubons had “a 
made to the ability, the correctnefs, 
and the virtue of the ge > and 
twas norto be d fp ted, rat he 
had collected it fron n the nfuper | 3 
from the ag OF asl, vas ad on- 
Purandum, avd from ide cocuments 
in the Excheauer oflice, of which 
the accuracy was indubitable. The 


authorities upon which it way 
founded, were in reality the Only 
authorities, which could be reforted 
to upon the oceafion. And if they 
had tingly been laid upon the tab le, 
the commons could not for one me 
ment have helitated to coniider them 
as grounds of proceeding the mof 
fure, and the mott warrantable, 
The motion he had made was ac. 
cordingly reafonable and well tound. 
ed in the greateft degree; and if 
an Oppolition was made to it, 
while its grounds were fo Unexcep. 
tionable, and while it was fo Clear 
of party and politics, what muftbe 
the fentiments of the peop'e with. 
out doors ! ! Tt would excite a black 
fulpic ion againft the minifters of 
the crown; and it would be con. 
ceived, that it was their wih 
conceal trom the public, a fad fo 
impo! tant as that above forty-four 
millions of money had not been ac 
counted for beforethe auditors of the 
inprett. ‘To weaken the authenneity 
ot the book on the table, by come 
paring rit to anonymous pamphlets 
which the treafun y might purchafe 
from hirelinvs, was a frivolous fub 
tertuge. No allufion whatfoever 
could be more inapplicable. The 
inquiry he propoted was fit and 
proper ; and if miniftars chofe to 
oppofe it, they muft fubmit to the 
odium that ought to overwhelm 
them. Ile had done = duty, and 
would not abandon his motion. 

Mr. Sheridan _— c| ‘hed that he 
had never meant to put any affront 
upon the noble lord a ae head of 
the kxc ory ter. In this affimation, 
he trufted he would readily be be- 
lieved. At the fume time it wa 
demonflrativery ev 7 nt, that De 
ther that noble lord, nor any other 
minitter, who brought officially into 
the houfe in shed nce to its order, 
any book or paper, Was to be code 
fidgered as refp ntible for its authea 
tivitye At was with reluctanee that 
i 
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its compiler had furrendered it; and 
he was by no means inclined to take 
upon himielf any re{ponfibility 
for its contents. If, theretore, 
the motion fhould ftand as it had 
been made, it would tullow, that 
the commons not only took upon 
themielves an aflertion, which they 
were not warranted to hazard, but 
compelled the frames of the book or 
saper to anfwer decidedly for what 
he had retuled every {pecies of re- 
fpontibility. “Fhis was a fituation 
the molt fingular into which to in- 
troduce this gentleman. It was to 
violate his confctoufnefs, and ty- 
rannically and abfurdly to make 
him refpontible for matters which 
he had acknow ledged and knew to 
be not futiiciently authentic. It did 
more. Forit would eventually tend 
to oblige all contractors againtt 
whofe names there were large fums 
to make payment of them; although 
they had fulfilled their bargain to 
the fatisfaétion of the ereatury. 

‘The noble lord, who as chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer had _ pro- 
duced the book, had yiven way to 
the extreme candour of his nature, 
and to his entire willingnefs to gra- 
tify the curiofity of the houfe. ‘The 
noble lord had laid before it the bett 
document that the time would per- 
mit him to procurs ; and it was 
from aprivate intimation of Mr. 
Pitt, that his lordthip knew that the 
book he had prefented was prepared. 
To fatisfy the with of Mr. Pitt, his 
lordfhip had brought it forward. 
But furely, if he could have con- 
jectured, that Mr. Pitt had been to 
ground a proceeding upon it, he 
would have abitained from the pro- 
duction of a paper, fo inadequate, 
snd fu inauthentic. If, therefore, 
there was any impropriety of con- 
qué, and any want of candour, 
they were applicable to Mr. Pitt, 
who had given no due notice of his 
mitnuon, Lhe was 


nothing 
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more apparent than that the pre. 
feat queition was in fact no queition 
of party; and if eps were taken 
to make it one, the oppotition 
mufl be anfwerable for them, 
The tenacious adherence to every 
phrate of the motion gave more 
than fufpicions ot party. To re- 
gulate the mode of patling the pub- 
lic accounts*was right; and to fuch 
a meature there could be no ob. 
jection. It ought, accordingly, to 
have been brought forward with 
plainnefs and fimplicity. But the 
oppofers ot minitiry had other ob- 
jects in view, than juilice and the 
coniiitution, They were looking 
forward to their own exaltation ; 
and intereft, partiality, and faction, 
were at the bottom of their machina- 
tions. 

Lord John Cavendith was con- 
vinced that Mr. Sheridan did not 
intend to affront him by denying 
the authenticity of the book upon 
the table ; and he could not conceive 
that any infinuation of that kind 
could have been dropped either with 
propriety or with candour. Indeed 
the fuipected affront was fo eafy to 
him, that he was himfelf ready to 
concur in the aflertion that the book 
was defielent in authenticity when 
confidered as a foundation for the 
proceedings of the commons, It 
was, noiwithilanding, the belt ac. 
count which could be procured, 
confidering the | el of the 
time allowed for the produétion of 
a paper ot that fort. If he had 
waited for official accounts and evie 
dences, the felon muft have pafled 
away betore it was poffible that they 
could have been prepared. 

It was alfo acknowledged by lord 
John Cavendith, that he would 
not have ventured to prefent the 
book at all, it the right honourable 
gentleman who had made the moe 
tion had not aflured bim in private, 
that ut was fuihicient for every pur- 
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pofe which he wihhed to obtain. 
After a declaration of this kind, 
his lordthip could not have imagin- 
ed that the right honourable gea- 
tleman would have grounded a mo- 
tion upon it of the complexion of 
that which was now under confide- 
ration. Ir wasthe fenfe of the mo- 
tion, thatthe houfe knew that there 
were forty-four millions of the pub- 
lic money unaccounted tor. Yet 
the houfe knew not this any more, 
than that there were forty-nine or 
fiitvy millions unaccounted — for. 
The affertion was withour any foun- 
dation ; and to infiit upon it included 
a wildnefs that was grofs and pre- 
pofterous in the very greateft 
degrec. 

Mr. Sheridan, in order to pre- 
vent the public from being milled, 
gnoved two amendments to the ad- 
drefs. He morcd firit, thot 
words * It appears to this houfe, 
be exchanged tor ** This houte hav- 
mny reafon to believe.” I le moved 
fecondly, that the words ** Amount- 
Ing in the whole to above forty-four 
millions,” be altered for the expref- 
fion ** Large fums of money.” 

Mr, W.Grenville interpreted thefe 
amendments to be not only unwife, 
but nugatory. He conceived, that 
there was little difference between 
the modes ofexpreilion ** it appears 
to the houfe,”? and ** the houfe has 
renion to believe.”* He thought 
ahem both of fuch fuflicient import, 
as to pledge the houfe. Nor did he 
conceive, that it was any objection 
tothe book, that it was unfubferib- 
ed. = For it was not neceflary, that 
every paper prefented to the houte 
fhould be fubicribed. It was like- 
wife bis opinion, that the amend. 
ments would defeat the object of the 
motion, as they tended to conceal a 
fact whi h it imported the public to 
‘Know, that more than forty-four 
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millions of the public money, wegp 
unaccounted for. If the amend, 
ments were periitted in, he declare 
that the people at large would inf, 
libly be convinced, that the mini. 
try had entered into a firm and dg. 
termined refolution to refit and 
counteract every inquiry which 
pointed to ufetul and falutary re. 
forms and refolutions. 

Mr. Fox fupported the amend. 
ments with that force of argument 
which never forfakes him. He re 
marked, that although Mr. Grep. 
ville had treated the amendments ag 
nugatory, he had yet argued thar 
their tireneth was fo enormous ag 
that they would alarm the public, 
and engage the people to believe, 
thatthe miniitry were rooted adver. 
faries of the conititution and re. 
form. He acknowledged that no 
fuck confequences excited his fears; 
and that ir would be ditlicult to re. 
concile the pofition and the conclw 
fions of the honourable member, 

A regard to the interett of truth 
as well as policy had occafioned the 
amendments. For it was fitting that 
the houfe fhould not be feduced or 
allured to declare the thing that was 
not. Was it honourable that the 
houfe fhould affert, that it ap 
peared to them that above forty: 
four millions were unaccounted for? 
There was no evidence before them 
to prove this fact. Were they to be 
degraded into organs of falichood? 
About the book there was not one 
circumftance to evince its authenti- 
city. The amendments of conte: 
quence were founded in truth: and 
pertinacioufly to refift them had an 
afpect that furely deferved not com 
mendation. 

dut if it was falfe, that it appear 
ed to the houfe, that there were tor 
ty-four millions unaccounted for, 
Was true that there was reafon . be- 
ievt, 
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fieve, that large fums were unac- 
counted for. In giving the prefer- 
ence therefore to the amenaments, 
he honoured truth above talfehood. 
It was that fort of preference which 
the houfe would and mutt approve. 
The oppoite conduct was not only 
abfurd, but extravagant and crimi- 
nal. It called to his memory the 
cafe of a near relation of his who 
had been a public accountant ; and 
who at one period held in his hands 
nearly four hundred thoufand pounds 
ot public money. As his conic- 
quence was an object of envy or of 
malice, his enemies found it con- 
yenient to attack him ; and like the 
oppofition of th: prefent hour, they 
adopred unferupuloutls the method 
which feemed to be molt fuited to 
the violence of their hatred and pre- 
jodices, I fuited not their peruna- 
city or clamour to declare that his 
fatoer lord Holland had four huv- 
dred thoufand pounds in his hands. 
They went to an extremity, that 
was moit unjuft and molt inclement. 
The truth was too paltry a circum- 
ftance to bound their declamation. 
They accordingly ftigmatized lord 
Holland as the defaulter of unac- 
counted millions ! Fora fimilar rea- 
fon, the prefent clamour ftated forty- 
four millions as unaccounted for. 
Faction in its bitternefs was over- 
taken by folly ; and its affirmations 
were often fo palpably exaggerated, 
thatthey lottevery pothible efiect, and 
could only be recollected with fcorn. 

It was indeed his opinion, thar it 
was wrong to have produced the 
book. The polite candour of the 
noble lord at the head of the Ex- 
chequer, and his wifh upon every 
occation to gratify the curiofity and 
detire of the commons, were the 


reafons of its production. But while 
thete reafons apologized fo well for 
his condefcenfion, he oughtto have 
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confidered that his candour and po- 
litevefs, and public fpirit, were not 
univerial ; and that the perform. 
ance in queftion might have been 
made an engine for the loweft pur- 
pofes of anger, difappointment, and 
faction. 

Loud complaints were made that 
the miniitry were averfe from in- 
quiry, and that they were refolute 
enemies to every propofition of re- 
form. But {uch complaints had no- 
thing in them but noife. The gen- 
tleman who had offered the amend- 
ments had not fpoken againft in- 
quiries andreforms. No friend to 
the miniffry had employed that lan- 
guage. To the main object of the 
addre{s, no oppofition had been 
made. No individual had objeéted 
to it. It was untouched and open. 
The amendments did not encroach 
upon it : they had not even the moft 
diftant tendency to diminifh it. 
With a view to a proipeétive inquiry, 
the book had its ufe : and let that 
inquiry proceed. Let proper re- 
gulations for the satan public ac- 
counts be fought for and ettablifhed. 
It was the earneft and refolute pur- 
pofe of the miniftry to encourage 
every object that was falutary. It 
was their bufinets to guard, and not 
to violate the conftitution. They 
would acknowlege no finifer mo- 
tives. They would meet the ad- 
drefs in its great and main tendency ; 
andthe amendments propofed were 
even abfolutely neceflary to reconcile 
its language to the integrity of 
truth, 

The two motions being refpective- 
ly pur, were carried with cate. The 
addrefs'accordingly as amended was 
prefented-fo his majefly by fuch 
members of the houle as were privy 
counfellors ; and he commanded the 
earl Ludlow to inform his faithful 
commons that he would give the di- 
rections 
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reins which they had declared 


to be agreeable to them. 
July 16. ; The bufinets of the fef- 
‘ fion being now executed, 
the prorogation of the parliament 
took place. His majetly being feat- 
ed on the throne, addrefled bimfelf 
to both houfes. He obferved that 
the advanced feafon of the vear re- 
quired fome remiflion from their 
long and laborious attention to the 
affiirs of the public. But that the 
exigencies of the ftate might oblige 
him to call them together ayain at 
an early period, ‘lo a temporary 
snconvenience he was furethey would 
fubmit not more from their unitorm 
affection to him, thantrom theirzeal 
for the national proiperity. Tk would 
be proper to refume foon the conh- 
deration of the bufinefs of the Eatk 
Indies, and it would demand a very 
fersous avd unremitting contidera- 
tion. He had expected to have had 
the fatisiacttion of announcing that 
the terms of pacification were deti- 
nitively fettled. But the compli- 
cated flate of that bufinels had pro- 
tracted the neyochations. He had, 
however, every reafon to believe, 
that the feveral powers conce:ned 
were entirely difpofed to pacitic mea- 
fures. He thanked the commons 
for the fupplies they had fo liberally 
granted for the public fervice; for 
facilitating the arrangements with 
regard to the prince of Wales ; and 
for enabling him to difcharge the 
cebt which remained on his civil 
Nit. Aud tothe parliament in ge- 


neral he recommended the care of 


promoting amoung his people the {pi- 
rit of order, regularity, and induf- 
try, which is the fource of revenue 
aud power to every nation, 

it was not long alter the proroyga- 
tion of the parliament, when it was 
announced, that the terms of the 
peace were finally adjufted and efta- 
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blithed. The definitive treaties he, 
tween France and Spain were con 
cluded at Verfailles between the 
duke of Manochefter, on the part 
of his Britannic majeity ; the coung 
de Vergennes, On the part of the 
king of France; and the coug 
d’Aranda, onthe part of the king 
of Spain. 

While the preliminary , 
articles with France and °P&3 
Spain were framed into definitive 
treaties, the provifional ones with 

merica underwent a timilar folem. 
nity. At Paris the definitive treaty 
between GreatBritain and the United 
States of America, was fubferibed 
by David Hartley, clq. plentpoten. 
iiary for his Britannic majefty, and 
by John Adams, efq. Benjamia 
Franklin, efy. and John Jay, el, 
plenipotentiaries for thofe ttates. 

In the tranfactienswith the Dutch 
d'iculties had arifen, and it was 
only about this period that the pre. 
limnary articles of peace could be 
fettled between Great Britain and 
their hich mightinefles, the fates 
general of the United Provinces, 
Thefearticles, of which the planhas 
been aferibed to Mr. Fox, were fub- 
feribed at Paris, by the duke af 
Mancheiter, as plenipotentiary tor 
the court of London, and by their 
excellencies L’Ettevenon de Berken- 
rode, and Gerard Brantfen, ambaf- 
fadors extraordinary for the States 
General. ‘They were of the fol 
lowing import. 

dt was itipulated that a Sept. 
fincere and — conttant 
friendfhip thoulé be ett iblifhed be: 
«ween his Britannic majefty and tk 
States General; that — hotties 
fhould ceafe upon each fide; and 
that there fhould be a general obli- 
vion of all things committed fine 
the commencement of the we. 


With reevard to the honour a 
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flute by fea given by the veflels of 
the republic to thote of GreatBritain, 
jt was ordained that they fhould 
continue refpectively according tothe 
method in practice betore the com- 
mencement of hoililities. All the 
prifoners and hoflages on each 
fide, were to be reitored without 
ganfom ; each power detraying the 
expence incurred for theu fubfitt- 
ence. Security for payment of the 
debts contracted by prifoners was 
reciprocally to be given; and all 
yellels, whether of war or of com- 
merece, taken after the period of 
the ceflation of hoftilines, were to 
be reflored, with their crews and 
cargoes. The States General yiclded 
and guaranteed to his Britannic ma- 
iety, the town of Negapatnam 
with its dependencies ; but the king 
of Great-Britain confidering the 
high importance and value which 
the States General attached to the 
poftetion of that town, agreed to 
treat with them for its rettitution 1a 
the event of being prefented with an 
equivalent. The King of Great 
Britain became engaged to reitore to 
the United Provinces, ‘Trincomale, 
with all the other towns, forts, har- 
bours, and eftablithments, which 
had been conquered, and taken in 
any part of the world during the 
courfeot the war. ‘The States Ge- 
peral bound themfelves not to mo- 
lett the navigation of the fubjects of 
Great Britain in the Eaftern Seas, 
As differences exitted between the 
Englifh Atrican company, and the 
Dutch Fatt India company, on the 
fubject of navigation on the coaft of 
Africa, and concerning Cape Apol- 
lomia, it was determined that com- 
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miflioners fhould be appointed on 
each fide to adjutt dithculties, and 
to deltroy all cautes of difpute. All 
mutual conqueits in apy part of 
the world, not comprehended in 
thefe articles, were to be reftored 
without difhculty or compenfation. 
As it was abfolutely neceflary to 
have afixed epoch tor _reititutions 
and “evacuations, it was refolved, 
that his Britannic majcity should 
order that Trincomalé, as well as 
the other towns and territories in his 
poffeffion, with exception of what 
is given up to him by the prefenc 
articles, flhould be evacuated at the 
faine time that the reftitutions and 
evacuations fhall take place between 
Greit Britain and Franee*. In 
the fame manner the Staies General 
were to reflore to Great Britain the 
towns and territories of which they 
had taken poffeffion from the Englith 
in the Katt Indies ; and neceflary in- 
ftructions, of confequerlke, were to 
be feut by each of the contracting 
parties, with reciprocal patiports for 
the fhips which were to carry them. 
Or thefe aiticles, the ratification 
was foon after executed, A period 
was thus put to a molt calamitous 
war. ‘The proclamation Of. € 

i "le ry _ . » Oe 
of the peace with France 
and Spain took place ; and though 
its terms were to many a fubjet of 
regret, yet the mofl flattering pre- 
fages were conccived from its cone. 
tinuance. ‘The national {pirir, 
which had funk under misfortunes, 
revived ; and it is to be hoped that 
the abilities of the government will 
now be exerted in the happiett ef- 
foits to recover the profperity and 
greatnels of the Empire. 


Account of the Prejiminary Articles with France and Spain, chap. 11. 


oles 


CHAP. 


BRITISH AND 


CHAP. XXI. 


Fi of the Crimea. Alliance of the Courts of Peterfourgh andVienna, 
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ompromife cffeed by the Mediation of France. Refig nation of the Khan, 
promife Gi Mea/ures of the Emperor and the King of Prufia, 





Preparations for War. 


Diffenjons in Holland. 


HE enterprifing character of 

the emprefs of Ruffia, and 
the ftéps fle is continually taking 
for the melioration of her domini- 
ons and the extenfion of her com- 
merce, are well underitood. We 
ourfelves have beenthe witneffes of 
this unquefionable truth, and have 
felt in our turn, that the prepoflef- 
fions of amity and alliance have lit- 
tle weight in her deliberations, 
when oppofed to the aggrandilement 
ot her crown, and the intereft of her 
kingdoms, It is not therefore to be 
wondered at, if the year, whofe 
events we are relating, fhould have 
added one frefh example to the many 
inftances in which the has proved 
herfelfa fpirited princefs and a con- 
fum mate politician, 

One ot the principal advantages 
that accrued to her from the peace 
fhe concluded in the year 1774 
with the Ottoman Porte, confitted 
it its declaring independent the khan 
of the Crimean Tartars, who had 
hitherto been always fubordinate to 
the court of Conftantinople. As at 
the fame time the czarina placed 
upon the Tartar throne a prince, 
who was underftood to be in 
her interefs, it was commonly 
fuppofed that this nominal indepen- 
dency was little lefs than a fubjec- 
tion to the crown of Peterfburgh. 
It was not long however after this 
peace, which wasto give tranquility 
to fo extenfive dominions, before 
a rebellion broke out in the Crimea, 
which the czarina afcribed to the 
machinations of the Turks, The 


khan was expelled, and a new fo. 
vereign placed upon the throne, with 
the approbation, as it fhould {eem, 
of the majority of his countrymen, 
This irregularity however was 
{peedily rectified by the exprefs in. 
tervention of the Ruffian arms ; and 
the Turks, difgufted with their late 
mifcarriages, and confcious, it may 
be, of inteftine imbecility, confent- 
ed by an explanatory convention to 
reftore every thing to its former 
condition, 

In the year 1782, this very fcene 
was acted once again. - The new 
khan, it was faid, under the protec- 
tion of Ruffia, had ufurped upon 
the privileges of his fubjects, and at- 
tempted to render him{elf more def- 
potic than any of his predeceflors, 
Exafperated by a feries of vexe 
tions, his tribe combined in the 
project of a general rebellion, and 
the confequence was his being de- 
pofed from the fovereignty. Thefe 
dilturbances, as well as the former, 
were faid to be fomented by emifla- 
ries from the Perte ; and, it the evi 
dence of her imperial majefty is to 
be admitted in this cafe, a detach- 
ment of Turkifh troops actually 
took up their quarters in Taman, aa 
iiland in the ftraits ot Kaffa, and 
even beheaded an officer, fent by the 
khan to enquire into the motives of 
their arrival in his territories. 

The difficulties under which we 
labour, in profefling to record the 
events of each year a few months 
after its expiration, are obvious. We 
are not indeed vain enough under 
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shefe circumftances to rank ourfelves 
in the clafs of regular hiftorians ; 
and we aipire to no more than to fa- 
tisfy one of the moft natural of all 
pailions, a curiolity after recent 
events, in amanner, more connec- 
ed, more amuiing, and fomewhat 
lefs liable to the grofictt deceptions, 
than can be expected trom the news 
of the day. Inthe prefent cafe, the 
conduct we are taught to afcribe to 
the Turks fhould feem very incon- 
filent with that wifdom by which 
their councils are faid to have been 
guided in recent initances. One of 
the firft objects of policy to a good 
adminiftration is to decide between 
the fyitem of war and the fyitem of 
peace, If the Porte were inclined 
to retrieve their reputation by the 
way of arms, undoubtedly the difia- 
tistaction of the Crim Tartars with 
the changes in their fituation afford- 
ed them avery advantageous open- 
ing ; but then the underhand af- 
fiftance adminiftered to their late 
fubjects ought to be fupported with 
aclear and dignified line of condu¢t. 
It they withed, as is more probable, 
by a continuance of tranquility to 
recover from their loffes, thev fhould 
furcly have avoided giving the {mall- 
eft umbrace to their. powerful neigh- 
bours. On the other hand, the all- 
grafping ambition of the court of 
Peterfourch is well known, and it is 
not expected that they would in all 
cafes be careful to cover their ufurp- 
ations with the femblance of juf- 
tice, «The internal evidence would 
lead to decide without hefitation that 
the Ruffians were the agereflors ; but 
x mutt be acknowleged the contr ary 
idea is fupported with fe much pre- 
cifion of circumftance, that it is im- 
poffible for us at this diftance to re- 
bute it, 
Inthis fituation. the ezarina, hav- 
ing firt reftored her tributary kha n, 


entered § uo an allianee with the em- 
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peror againft the Turks, the objea 
ot which was magnified by me 
politicians into a detign of expelling 
them from all their doummions in 
Europe. They certainly intended 
to render Walachia and Moldavia 
independent on the fide of Hungary, 
and to obtain for the Ruffians the 
undifturbed navigation of the Eux- 
ine, together perhaps with thatof the 
Danube tor the Auttrians, and from 
thence through the Hellefpont into 
the Mediterranean. If they had 
attained thefe objects with facility, 
it is probable they would not eafily 
have been pertuaded to flop in their 
career; and the preient league was 
compared to that for the partition of 
Poland, which had in the fame man- 
ner been formed, when Europe in 
general was exhautted by a long and 
ruinous war. In the mean time the 
warlike prepayations ot the Ruihansy 
the Turks, the eniperor of Germa- 
ny, atid even the king of Pruflia, were 
carried on with much diligence 
on all fides. 

The firt regular proceeding 
which the allied powers made in cones 
cert wasin the delivery of two me- 
morials, inthe clofe of the year 1782, 
tothe Ottoman Porte, infilting thae 
that court muit not henceforth inter. 
fere with the affairs of the Crimea, 
norencroach upon the prerogatives 
of the princes of Moldavia and Wa- 
lachia, nor oppofe the free naviga- 
tion of the Euxine, The ftyle of 
thefe memorials was deubrtlefs fome- 
what peremptory, aad could not 
eafily be diveited by the Turkith. 
hauteur. Arthis time the Ottoman 
court was divided into two faétions, 
one whole views were direéled to- 
wards peace, at the head of whicle 
was the grand vizier; the other de- 
firous of war, under the control of 
the capitan pacha. ‘Ihis lait feems 
for fome time to have been predoniis 
nant. 

In 
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In this fituation the court of 
Verfailles, faithful to the connexion 
that has fubfifted for time immemo- 
rial between her and the Porte, 
thought it neceflary to interfere ; 
and as they had todo in the pretent 
inftance with enemies famous for 
their inflexibility, fhe applied her- 
felf to perfuade the ‘Turks to fub- 
sit, and endeavour to obtain the 
beft terms they could, apprehenlve 
leit a longer conteit under fuch evi- 
dent difadvantages, might only tn- 
duce the new allies to infilt upon fe- 
verer terms. The acquicfcence of 
the grand fignior was accordingly fig- 
nified to the imperial crowns, and let- 
ters of acknowlegement were foon at- 
ter addrefled by them tothe count de 
Vergennes, the French minitter 
principally concerned in this tranf- 
action, in which among other ex- 
preflions of gratitude, the czarina 
beftowed upon him the appellauon 
of the Pacificator of Europe. 

For fome time it is probable the 
emprefs of Ruilia was contented with 
this advantageous conclufion of fo 
arduousa bulnefs. She had guin- 
ed very important conceilions, and 
conceifions of which fhe had enter- 
taincd but little expectation, wiih- 
out their having coit her one drop 
of blood. But if in one view the 
eafe with which they were obtained, 
enhanced the value of thefe advan. 
tages, in another it only ferved to 
awaken a more comprehenfive ain- 
bition. She could not decently hold 
forth larger pretenfions at the com- 
mencement of a war, but it is pro- 
bable her views were not limited to 
the claims fpecified im ber memori- 
al. She was willing however to fit 
down for a moment to fuffer the new 
fituation fhe had gained to unfold it- 
felf, and to cultivate that extenfive 
plan ot commerce to which the was 
fo paflonately attached, Her tices 
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had already covered the CafpianSea, 
and fhe expected foon to penetrate 
into the larger and more confpicu. 
ous feene attorded by the Mediter 
ranean. 

In this fituation an unexpetied 
incident called her attention anewgg 
the fubject of war. Sahim Gherj 
khan ot the Crimea, difgufted at his 
fituation between two rival empires, 
mortified at the alienation of his 
fubjects, naturally of a feeble mind, 
and now debilitated with difeafe, 
hignified his defire of retigning his 
crown into the hands of the cz 
rina. For fome time the Ruffian re. 
fident in the Crimea did everythin 
in his power to diffuade him from 
his purpofe, ‘The determination of 
Sahim was unalterable, and Cathe. 
vine refolved once for all to take the 
peniniula, together with the ifland 
of Taman, and the province of Cu. 
ban Tartary on the other fide the 
{traits, under her own immediate 
adminiftration. The manifefto de 
claratory ot this refolution is dated 
onthe eighth day of April. 

From this moment attairs affumed 
a more hottile appearance than ever, 
‘The court of Conftantinople, fat 
from tamely digefting this new at 
tack, by which all her recent wounds 
were wantonly laid open, replied to 
the Ruifian manifeito with an ani 
mation and energy that would have 
done honour toany courtin the world, 
** What pretenfions of right,” fay 
they, ‘can her imperial majeliy 
have to territories, annexed for ages 
to the dominion of the Porte? 
Would fuch claims on any part of 
the Ruffian empire not be inftantly 
refitted ? And can it be prefumed 
that the fublime Porte, however de 
firous of peace, wiil acquiefce 
what ambition may term policy, 
but juftice and equity would deem 
ufurpation ? What northern “” 
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tas the Porte offended ? Whole ter- 
ricories have the Ottoman troops 1n- 
vaded? In the country of what 
prince 1s the Turkith ttandard dif- 
javed ? Content with the bounda- 
ries of empire afligned her by God 
and his prophet, the wilhes ot the 


Porte are tor peace; but, if the 
court ot Rutffia be determined tn her 
claims, and will mot recede without 
an acquilition of territory which 
does not belong to her, the fubhme 
Porte, appealing to the world for 
the juftice of her proceedings, mutt 
prepare for war, relying on the de- 
crees of heaven, and Confident of 
the interpolition of the prophet of 
prophets, who will protect his taith- 
jul fervants in the hour of every 
difficulty.” 

The {pirit difplayed by the court 
of Conttantinople upon this occafion, 
was probably in agreat ineafure ow- 
my to the decided part the court of 
France feemed now ready to take in 
the contioverlv. A fleet of twelve 
fail of the line were pr@paring 
with great affiduity in the port of 
Toulon, whofe dettination was re- 
ported to be the protection of the 
Levant trade, at the fathe time that 
aconfiderable body of troops were 
to take pofictlion of the ifland of 
Cundia, of which the Turks were to 
make a temporary ceffion during the 
ware The Rathan ambaflador, 
having formally demanded ,tor what 
purpoie, immediately after the con- 
clulion of peace with Great Britain, 
his majetty was preparing fo confi- 
derable an armament at Toulon, re- 
ceived for anfwer, ** that the moft 
Chriftian king was refolved not to 

+ permit any toreign power to fend its 
tquadrons into the Mediterranean to 
interrupt the commerce of his fub- 
jects.” This was not a fudden or 
mdigetted meafure, fince fo long 
ago as the month of December 1 “$2, 
2 treaty had been entered into be. 
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tween the courts of Madrid and Con- 
ftantinaple, in which it was expreff: 
ly fipulated, that the former power 
fhould not fuffer any Rufltan thips to 
enter the Mediterranean, in cate of 
a war, between the Porte and the 
czarina. 

Nor was this a mode of proceed- 
ing that ought to furprife that po- 
tentate. In the inftrument of the 
armed neutrality, tabricated by the 
court of Peterfourgh, it was laid 
down ds a principl¢, ** that without 
the confent of the northern powers 
a finzle cannon fhould not be 
fired inthe Baic.” It wag natural 
enouvh tor fe fouthern powers, 
whofe dominions border upon the 
Mediterranean, to conclude, that 
they had an equal right to make 
laws, and create exclufive privileges 
tor the fea thatswaflies their refpec- 
tive dominions. It muft be acknow- 
leged however to be galling enough 
for the czarina, to behold the caule 
of England revenged by her moft 
avowed enemy, and the power, 
which had benefited moft by that 
cel@brated meafure, the firft to turn 
its maxims againft their author. 

It being now fufficiently apparent 
that the Ottoman Porte was notina 
condition abfolutély helplefs and 
deftitute of all refource, the court 
ot Verfailles once more offered its 
mediation to the czarina, to fettle 
the new mifunderftanding that had 
arifen between her and the Porte. 
But the language ot the Ruffans was 
not lefs decifive upon this occafion, 
than that of the Turks had been a 
little before. ‘* They had not 
given the Porte any caufe of com- 
plaint ; wherefore then fhould they 
fear a rupture? Crimea, the Cuban, 
&c, which her majefly has united 
to her empire, were free and inde- 
pendent countries ; therefore all 
mediation upon that fubycét is fu- 
perfluous. Li her imperial majefty 
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fhould by any unjuft aggreffion be 
ebliged to maintain her right by 
attacking the grand fignior in his own 
dominions, fhe would then gladly 
accept the mediation of France, as 
the moft effectual method to prevent 
the effufion of blood, and conciliate 
the interells of the twoempires.” 

Such was the refolute face put 
by all the powers concerned upon 
this new fubject of difeuilion. But 
notwithftanding the threatening ap- 

arances, Which were calculated 
to ftrike the fuperficial obferver, the 
politician, who regarded the ftate of 
things with an atientive eye, was 
able to difcern various fymptoms 
which feemed to indicate an ap- 
proaching fettlement. The Turks 
had felt too feverely the fcourge of 
war to be in hatte to renew a {cene 
which might bring on the moft tra- 
gical catattrophe ; and the Kuflians 
oped to fecure that by the milder 
procefs of negockition, which they 
were lefs willmg to commit to the 
uncertain chance of war. Month 
after mouth rolled on mm the fame 
ftute of dubious fufpence, and the 
feafon of action clofed, without any 
definite ftep having been taken to- 
wards the eilabliliament of peace, 
but without cither partics having 
proceeded to actual hottilities. 

While the court of Peterfourgh 
was engaged in thefe advantageous 
tranfactions, that of Vicona kept 
pace with her ally in recruiting her 
inilitary force, and in thofe move- 
ments upon her frontiers, which 
were calculated to infpire the ap- 
prehention of impending hoftility. 
Tc was fill doubtful however, whe- 
ther the entperor was determined 
to attack the Ottomans in concert 
with Rutha, or whether his pring- 
pal defiyn was not, by ailuming a 
hottilc appearance in fo critical a 
juncture, to compel the Turks to 
purchafe his neutrality by ome ime 
Pu! CANT CONCCHIONS,» 


In the mean time this new obied 
of the Auftrian exertions did nog gj, 
vert the attention of his imperial ma 
jefty from his favourite object of re. 
ligious reformation, and the conver. 
fion of the exorbitant revenues of 
the church to fupply the difburfe. 
ments of the itate. Seventeen ad. 
ditional monatteries were fupprefied 
in the lower Auttria, and the num. 
ber of thefe eftablifhments abolithed 
in the Netherlands have been fated, 
at the incredible amount of on 
hundred. At the fame time an e 
dict was pointed againtt the order of 
hermits, and by another the rights 
of fepulture were extended to every 
branch of religioniits. The king 
of Prutha and the czarina, ever at. 
tentive to the proceedings of their 
neighbouring princes, and eager it 
may be to teize thofe advantages, 
which, in fome kind or other, every 
fpecies of decilive policy, however 
mature and judicious, mutt be con 
tented to facrifice, have taken the 
catholic religion under their parti- 
cular protection. By the former a 
circular letter was addrefled to his 
prelates, afluring them that the 
privileges of their communities 
fhou'd remain inviolate fo long 
as their conduét was inoffenfive; 
and the latter entered into a ne- 
gociation with the pope in the 
ipring of this year, for the more re 
gular fettlement of the unfortunate 
order of Jefuits in the various pro 
vinces of her empire. 

But the enterprifes of the empe- 
ror upon the fubject of reform have 
not been reftricted to the objet 
of religion, or the views of i 
tereft. In the commencement o 
the year an edict was publithed » 
bolifhing the remains of fervitude 
and villanage in the imperial dome 
mons, by which it was exprefsly 
provided, thatevery fubject of Au 
{tria fhould be at liberty to quit the 


diitrict in which he was ee 
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fetle in another province, firft pro- 
viding a fubftitute, that the culture 
of the lands fhould not be impeded ; 
and thatic fliall be lawtul for every 
perfon to follow the art of his own 
choice without molefiations More 
lately a new arrangement was made 
in law-proceedings tor the advantage 
of the fubject ; the fees of the law- 
yers being fixed at a very moderate 
amount, and a penfion granted them 
in lieu of their former emoluments 
out of the imperial treafurys 

The celebrated monarch of Pruf- 
fia, though declining fait in the vale 
of years, itillexhibics the fymptoms 
of that fingular character that has al- 
ways belonged to him, Two oc- 
currences of the year 1783, other- 
wife inconfiderable, may on this ac- 
count deferve to be mentioned. A 
letter of the king has been publifhed, 
addreffed to one of his nobility, who 
requefted a commillion in the army 
for his fons ** I have given orders 
fome time fince,”’ replied the prince, 
that no perfons of rank be ad- 
mitted in my armies ; as fuch, after 
2 campaign or two, generally retire 
to their eftates, where they enjoy 
the reputation of having been in 
thefervice. It your fon chufes to 
be a foldier, his title will avail him 
nothing for preferment. If any of 
our men of fafhion fhould by chance 
prove uleful to his country, he will 
have no occaiion to plume himfelf 
upon hisqualiiy. ‘Titles and birth 
are nothing bur vanity and folly : 
truc meritis perfonal.”” About the 
fame time he publifhed a refcript de- 
claring it to be his pleafure that no 
kneeling fhould in future be prac- 
tied in honour of his perfon; af- 
figning for his reafon that this ac 
of humiliation was not due but to 
the Divinity. 

Whatever be the perfonal faults 
of this fovercign, and however 





fhamelefs and undifguifed the pro- 
jets of his ambition, it is not to be 
deniéd that his reign has been an 
extenfive benefit to the natives of 
his hereditary dominions. We have 
lately feen an account drawn up by 
one of his minitters, by which it ap- 
pears, that 2,000,000 of crowns 
have been expended by this prince 
in 1782, (and it fhould feem, that 
the difburfements of that kind ia 
this year do not at all exceed thofe 
of twenty preceding years) ia 
draining marthes, rebuilding cities, 
eftablifhing manufactories, fettling 
colonies, relieving diftrefs, and in 
the other purpofes of true philan- 
thropy and extenfive policy. At 
the fame time we are informed that 
this able fovereign has not given 
lefs attention to the fubjects of com- 
merce and navigation. ** The trade 
of Pruffia has increafed fo much ia 
the courfe of this year, that the 
number of its fhips, which have 
pafied the found, and naviyated the 
different feas of Europe, as far as 
the ftraits of Gibraltar, approaches 
that of the five great maritime 
apes and even furpaffes the num- 

er of merchant fhips of all the reft 
of Europe taken together.” 

The republic of the United Pro- 
vinces had long been torn by intef- 
tine factions; and an unfortunate 
war had ferved to cherith the fecds 
of ‘civil diffenfion. The natives, 
confcious to the languid and inglo- 
rious proceedings of a country, that 
had formerly immortalifed herfelf 
by her naval operations, were not 
willing to impute the alteration to 
any univerfal degeneracy, but ex- 
claimed with indignation and energy 
againtt thofe who poflefled the execu- 
tive departments of the tlate. Their 
profecution of Lewis duke of Brunf- 
wick, field-marhhal of the republic, 
has already been detailed in the 
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former volumes of this work; and 
the difcovery, that his errors and 
mifconduét found fhelter under the 
wings of the ftadtholder was not at 
all calculated to compofe their angry 
paffions, and footh their fufpicions 
into filence. 

From the firft inftirution of the 
States General there have fubsifted 
two partics in the confederated pro- 
vinees, the arifiocretical, and that 
of the tladtholder; and, as the one 
or the other have prevailed, this 
prince has become nearly abfolute, 
or been wholly expelled from his 
dominions. Human events do not 
always follow the predictions of fy{- 
cem or the dreams of philofophy ; 
and accordingly the ariftocratical 
party in Holland has uniformly been 
favoured by the defpot ot France, 
while the power of the fiadtholder 
has been abetted by the free fons of 
Britain. ‘The vulgar could not more 
readily account tor the feeble and 
unfortunate conduct of the war, 
than by imagining there was foul 
play at the bottom. The ftates, 
who had fott fome ground by involv- 
ing their couatry in an unpopular 
contefl, eagerly laid hold of this 
idea; endeavoured to lead the ery ; 
aud it was now gencraly whifpered, 
that the ittadtholder was under thé 
influence of improper partialities, 
and that the duke of Brunfwick 
was an actual pentioner of the court 
of Bautain. 

The very difpofition to encage mn 
meaturesot hoitility was-a fure indi. 
cation of the preponderance of the 
ariftocracy ; aud the court of Lon- 
don by a declaration of war, betorg 
the ftep was actually determined, 
probably threw new weight intothe 
feale of the itates. They fele their 
firuation, and were refolved to make 
ufe of 1. Their attacks upon the 
prince of Orange and his mintiter 
were regular, well 


. 
conc ucted und in- 
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ceflant. They did not corti 
themfelves to the public meafures 
that were calculated to tarnith his 
reputation ; private and anonymous 
libels were alio indutirioufly diffemi- 
nated, containing the moft injurious 
reflections upon the ttadtholder, and 
the princefs nis contort, and deitined 
to undermine their influence and 
authority. In the mean time the 
immediate project of the {lates 
feemed to point at nothing lefs than 
{tripping the prince of Orange of his 
prerogatives, as hereditary captain 
and admiral general of the United 
Provinces. An occafion was pre 
fently furnifhed for them to bring 
forward their pretentions, 

In the courfe of the campaiga 
1782, a man of low rank, a gar 
dener, applied to entign de Witte, 
a young officer, flationed to guard 
an out-poft on the ifland of Shocea, 
in the province of Zealand, to fa 
voura defcentof the Enelith uponthe 
land in which he commanded, 
For fome time they concerted toge- 
ther the moft efiectual meafures to 
promote the fucceis of the expedi- 
tion ; but a fhort time before the pe- 
riod propofed for its execution, the 
gardener repaired to the grand pen 
fionary of Holland, and difcovered 
to him every particular of the com 
fpiracy. Upon this intelligence, 
de Witte was arrefted, conveyed 
plifoner to the Hague, and tried 
for his crime by the high court of 
war, the firft military tribunal 
the United Netherlands. 

There was little room to doubt of 
the guilt of the prifoner, and in 
the courfe of the proceedings be 
confefled every circumftance of bis 
criminality. He informed the cour 
that he had promifed his feducer, 
that, on an appointed day in the 
month of October, he would & 
deuvour to have the fole commané 
at Browers-Shoven and the adjoie 
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ing battery ; that he had infdtmed 
hint verbally and in writing, of the 
number otf batteries in the ifland, 
their guns, their weight of metal, 
and by how many othcers and mer 
they were guarded; that he had gi- 
ven him a {mall chart of the ifland, 
in which the fand-banks, flats and 
depth of water were incorrectly 
pointed out, and had promifed to 
rurnifh him with one more accu- 
rate: at the fame time he flrenu- 
oufly denied his having any accom- 
plices. In confequence of this con- 
teflion, the court found him guilty, 
and proceeded to pals fentence on 
their prifoner. 

In this ftage of the bufinefs the 
matter was taken up by the ftatcs of 
Holland and Wett Fricfland. In the 
night of the 26th of December 
1782, the unfortunate ofheer was 
fecretly removed from the prifon of 
the court of war to the prifon of the 
civil department. And on the 4th 

f May following, after that tedi- 
oufnets of deliberation, which cha- 
racterifes the government of this 
country they abrogared the fentence, 
snd fufpended the high court of war, 
. i confideration of various inftances 
‘in which they had intrenched upon 
the civil jurfdiction. from the exe 
ercife of their tunétions, Mill the 
pleature of the ftates general fhould 
be known upon the fubject. This 
determination was particularly of- 
fenfive to the ftadtholder, who pre- 
fented a very pointed remonftrance 
Upon the fubject. In the mean time 
is nota litle fingular, that this 
con!piracy, which gave occafion to 
fuch important proceedings, has at 
length appeared by the confeiflion of 
the informer, to be purely his own 
‘avention ; he having inveigled the 
young officer in hopes of the reward 
promifed to the difcovery of trea- 
i108, who on his fide incurred all the 
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guilt of a traitor to his countryin per- 
tect impotency and inconfequence, 

The traniactions of Holland were 
not beheld with an eye of indiffer- 
ence by the neighbouring powers, 
The king of Pvauflia in particular 
repeatedly interfered in behalf of 
his nephew the ftadtholder, and wag 
defirous by the weight of his au- 
thority, perhaps by the terror ot his 
arms, to mollify the apparent de- 
termination which the aiiemblies ex- 
hibited to diminith the prerogatives 
of their fovereign. A not had hap- 
pened in November 1782 in favour 
of the prince of Orange: for tbe 
populace were {till attached to that 
illuitrious houfe, who had been fuch 
eminent benefactors to their count- 
ry; and fome of the delinquents 
having taken refuge in the duchy 
of Cleves, the {tutes complained to 
the king of Pruffia of the protection 
extended to them, But that mo- 
narch, far from vouchfafing them 
the anfwer they delired, embraced 
this new opportunity, to exhort 
them * not to fuffer themfelves by 
vroundiefs jealoufies to be precipi- 
tated into hatty refolutions, but on 
the contrary to exert themfelves to 
oppofe a dangerous and factious f{pi- 
rit of innovation,” 

In the midtt of thefe convulfions 
of two old and rooted parties in the 
republic, a third party has arifen, 
animated by the exainple of North 
America, and by that fpirit of li- 
berty and independence, which has 
lately diflu(dd itfelf in the world, 
in favour of democracy. ‘The lan- 
guage of pure republicani{m has 
been held by its citizens. ‘They 
have publicly talked of chuling de- 
legates, and afferting the mghts of 
nature. Their merchantsand manu- 
facturers havetaken tothe ufeofarms, 
and are daily improving themf{elves 
inmilitary difcipiine. To judge trom 
3 the 
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the atifpicious contagion that has 
been caught from the revolution 19 
America, we thould be almott ready 
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AND 


to fay, one more fuch revolutign 
would give freedom tothe world, — 
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XXII. 


Detail of the French Finances, and of the Caiffe d’Efcompte. State of the 
French Court. Meafures of the Court of Spain. Earthquake in Calg 


bria. 
HE principal event in the hif- 


tory of France for the year 
1783 is the failure ot the celebrated 
caifle d’efcompte. ‘This has been 
generally confidered as an object of 
the higheit import.nce, and little 
lefs than equivalent to a national 
bankruptcy. We had heard much 
of late years of the good order of the 
French finances ; and the praifes of 
Necker, the dire¢tor general, had 
been founded from one end of the 
globe to the other. The fudden 
and unexpected reverfe has but 
ftruck mankind with fo much the 
greater force: they have imputed 
to this diftinguifhed ftatefman the 
arts of a mountebank, have fufpect- 
ed his moft boafted improvements 
of being vifionary and unreal, and 
inferred from this event a new cen- 
fure of that pacification, upon which 
fo many of our countrymen have 
been folicitous to faften an indelible 
odiums The event we have men- 
tioned is of confiderable moment : 
and were it of much lefs, thefecir- 
cumftances would have rendered it 
extremely proper for us to go into 
fome detail upon the fubject. The 
newsot the day is commonly fuc- 
cefsful enough in communicating to 
us unreafonable alarms and tem- 
porary panics, without being after- 
wards extremely alliduous to draw 
afide the veil ot error, or diffipate 
the mift of aftonifhment. We will 
enter into a flight retrofpect in our 
elucidation of the subject, 


M. Necker merited all the ap. 
plaufes he received. He was ap- 
pointed to the fuperintendance of 
the finances in the clofe of the year 

776, and, though the governmeyt 
had then enjoyed an entire peace of 
thirteen years, he did not find them 
in a very flourifhing fituation. Pub. 
lic credit had received a fevere 
fhock from fome tranfactions of the 
lait years of Louis XV.; and in the 
very year that was terminated by 
putting the adminiftration into the 
hands of Necker, the receipts of 
the treafury royal fell fhort of the 
difburfements by one million fter- 
ling. ‘The year 1777 was in facta” 
year of war to the treafury by the 
‘ite preparations that were made 
er that purpote, and the following 
years of adminiftration were years 
of actual war. 

In this fituation M. Necker was 
the firft to apply that mott refped. 
able of al] maxims of finance, that 
ceconomy is the fureit fource of a- 
bundance, He found in Louis XVI, 
a prince ready to fecond his patrio- 
tic views; and by operations of this 
and other kinds, which cannot here 
be detailed, he was able to change 
the excels of difburfements of the 
year 1776 into an excefs of re 
venue in the year 1780 to thea 
mount of 445,000]. And, though 
In 1776, in full peace, a four pet 
cent flock fold at fixty, producing 
of courfe to the ftuckholders an 10 


tereit of fix and five-cighths pet 
cent 
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cent, upon their money, M. Necker 
was able with eafe to make a loan 
in 1780 at an advantage of only fix 
per cent. per annum fo the fub- 
icribers. , 
Such was the ftate of things, 
when this excellent financier laid 
his famous Compte Rendu au Roi 
before the public. An appeal of 
this kind, as the venerable author 
obferves, was fo memorable, of fuch 
public notoriety, and capable ot de- 
teftion by fo many perfons, if it 
had involved any intlances of fal- 
{hood or mifreprefentation, that it 
may well be admitted for authentic. 
Since that time affairs have not pro- 
bably been fo well conducted. ‘The 
facts ftated in M. Necker’s publi- 
cation were not controverted, but 
the performance itfelf was extreme- 
ly ofenfive to his brother minitters. 
Though it does not appear that he 
told any thing but thetruth, he was 
accufed of arrogating too much to 
himfelf, and attwibuting too little to 
his colleagues in adminiltration. In 
a word, the piece, that willdo him 
immortal honour with  pofterity, 
rocured his diimiffien from office. 
en that period our documents are 
le(s decifive'and fatisfactery in their 
naturee We only know, that, by 
the ufual confequence of fuch dif- 
miffions, many of the reforms he 
had carried into execution were fu- 
perfeded, and many of the abufes 
he dettroved reftored. We know 
that fince his refignation, the pott 
ot comptroler general has been fuc- 
cetlively filled by three different per- 
fons, a cireumftance from which 
we are not apt to infer any great re- 
gularity of fyftem, or wifdom of 
adminiitration. But it is not na- 
tural to fuppofe, however un- 
iteady or injudiciows we may con- 
ceive to have been the conduct of 
minitters, that the kingdom fhould 
Bave funk in fo fhort a tine, from 
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a profperity of revenue altogether 
unexampled, to the verge of bank- 
ruptcy. In what degree the fuf. 
penfion of payment in the caiffe d's 
efcompte authorifes unfavourable in« 
ferences refpecting the general fate 
of the French finances, remains for 
us to enquire. 

This celebrated bank is of very 
late infticution. The edié that aue 
thorifed the undertaking is dated on 
the twenty-fecond of September 
1775. The plan was originally 
formed by a company of private ad- 
venturers, and its capital was fixed 
as 500,0001. Its proteffed defign 
was to difcount (¢/comprer) bills of 
exchange, payable at two or three 
months after date, at the rate of 
four per cent. per annum. Burt this 
intereft, from which it is neceflary 
to deduct a confiderable expence 
and fome Joffes, could never be an 
equivalent for the capital funk by 
the proprietors. An _ additional 
power was therefore granted them 
of iffuing notes to the amount of 
‘heir capital, which, as they were 
capable at any time of being con- 
verted into fpecie, might be often 
voluntarily taken by their cuftomers 
from mere convenience. And, a6 
the perfons at the head of this efta- 

lifment were chiefly the mott opu- 
lent bankers, together with fome 
receivers general of the revenues, 
they were able, by agreeing among 
themfelves, to take thefe notes in 
lieu of cafh, to give them a certain 
degree of circulation and currency, 
The notes thusiflued, added tothe 
original s00,c001. doubled their 
capital, and enabled them to divide 
upon their ttock at the rate of about 
fix per cent. per annum. 

The excellent outline of this fy 
tem feemed to infure its fuccefs. 
‘There was always inthe caifle a 
fun of money, either in fpecie, or 
in bills of a fhort date, of 500,000l. 
L4 equivaleng 
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equivalent to the notes in circula- 
tion. There was befide this the 
£00,0°0 1. originally advanced by 
the projectors, and never with- 
drawn; and there wasa part of the 
dividends, which the proprietors had 
chofen to leave in the caiffe for the 
purpofe of accumulasion. Thefe 
civcumftances had given the bank 
the higheft degree ,of reputation, 
and caufed its ftock to fell greatly 
above par. But notwithttanding 
thefe appearances, to the attonifhe 
ment otf the public, on the {e- 
cond day of October 782, the 
caifle d’eicompte ftopped paymenr, 
The affigned caufe was an uncom- 
mon fearcity of fpecie ; and it can- 
not be denjed but rhat therets that in 
the nature of thecaufe whichrenders 
it capable of prouucing the effect 
aferibed to it. The public how- 
ever imagined that the failure on1- 
ginated in a loan fecretly made to 
government by the caifle d’et- 
coimpte. What confirmed them in 
the fufpicien of fuch a conneétion 
was, that about the fame time, the 
government themielves flopped pay- 
ment of the bills drawn upon them 
by their army in America. We are 
unible either to confirm or refute 
this idea. 

Louis XVI. extended his protec- 
tion to the falling company. Four 
edits were publ fhed by adminiftra 
tion, tending ro reheve the diitrefs 
under which it laboured. ‘The e- 
difts bear date refpectively, Sep- 
tember 27th, September the 3c th, 
Oétober the 4th, and October the 
soth. By the firtt, the ftate of ac- 
counts of the caifle d’eicompte be- 
ing affirmed to be as we have above 
related,this bank ts authorifed to pay 
its notes in bills of exchange with 
beneficial difcount; the notes are 
ordered to have currency in the 
banks of Paris only ; and all pro- 
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fecution is forbidden, of the caifte 
for payment in fpecie, and of indi. 
viduals for debts, the payment af 
which has been tendered in notes of 
the caifle d’efcompte: the edia is 
to be in force till the firft of Janu. 
ary +784. By the fecond, the or. 
dinances againit the exportation of 
fpecie are renewed; the tranfport 
of {pecie from province to province 
is fubjected to inipection and a fee ; 
the bills with which the caiffe js 
permitted to pay its notes are fpeci- 
fied to he bills payable in three 
months; and the caifle is allowed 
the option of paying its notes in 
fpecie. By the third, an eftimate 
is declared to have been taken by 
the kiny’s command, which con. 
firms the declaration of the firft e. 
did; the caiffe is allowed an Op- 
tion of difcounting bills as hereto. 
fore, whenever they judge conveni- 
ent; and as a farther encourage- 
ment, a lottery, with a ftock of one 
million fterling, redeemable in eight 
years, being eftablithed, the tickets 
are made purchafeable in notes of 
the caifle d’efcompte. In each of 
thefe edicts there is much repetition, 
and the fourth contains no original 
matter. ‘Tothe circumftances they 
contain we have only to add, that 
the payment of the notes in {pecie 
appears never to have been entirely 
flopped. 

Nothing has ufually been found 
more fatal to commerce than the 
interference of government. But 
the caifle d’efcompte was referved 
for a fortunate intlance, that this 
maxim ig not univerfak ‘Though 
taken under the tuition of a king, 
it furvived the operation, By de- 
grees it refumed thofe functions 
which had lately been fulpended. 
Its bufinefs has increafed, its credit 
has rifen. and it feems to be now in 
as flourifhing a ftate as ever. OM 


thg 








the 28th of February 1784, its 
tock fold at 138 per cent ®. 

From the detail we have laid be- 
fore our readers, it appears how 
jittle is to be interred to the difad- 
vantage of the French finances from 
the (uipenfion of payment in the 
caifle d’efcompre. The fubjed 
would not indeed have required to 
have been gone into at fo great 
length from its intrinfic import- 
ance. It wis only the mifrepre- 
fentation, which has gone forth ret- 
pecting it, that at the fame time 
{eemed to demand a refutation fome- 
what circumttantial, and rendered 
it an object ot confiderable cuno- 
fity. For the reit, notwithftanding 
fome untavourable fymptoms, the 
ftate of the French finances is by 
no means contemptible. A great 
part of their loan is always made 
upon annuities, which ot courfe ex- 
pire in a thort term of years; and 
pothing feems more certain, than 
the practicability of their revenues 
being raifed, in cafe of the continu. 
ance of peace, to the moft unen- 
cumbered and flourifhing condition. 
—The greater part of the bills we 
have mentioned, drawn by their 
amy in America, are now aif- 
charged. 

The court of France affords us fo 
interefting a fubject, that it will 
probably be an acceptable addition 
to this part of our narrative, if we 
lay before our readers fuch an idea 
of its prefent ftate, as we have been 
able to obtain. It has for fome years 
been divided into two parties, which 
we may call the party of the king, 
and the party of the queen. The 
character of both thefe perfonages 
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is pretty well underflood. ‘The queca 
is intelligent, active, and fond of 
public affairs. The underftanding 
of Louis is not extremely compre- 
hentive; but, owing partly to a 
happy natural difpofition, and part- 
ly to his being devoid of all violent 
propentities, he is the friend of mo- 
deration, virtue, and public happa- 
nefs. To defcend to itll greater 
minutene(s, his chief pleafures are 
thofe of the table and of hunting, 
with little bias to the tender paffion, 
with a temper warm, fomewhat vi- 
olent, but placable. 

In conformity to a fpecies of lan- 
guage that has obtained, we hare 
called one of the parties in admini- 
ftration the party of the king: in 
reality, however, that prince is to be 
contidered as the moderator and um- 
pire of both, Every minifer af- 
pires t@rule: bur the {pirited and 
active character of the queen has of 
late years interfered with this pafe 
fion, particularly in one of the fa- 
vourite appendages of power, the 
difpotal of lucrative and honorary 
appointments. ‘The two moft ac- 
tive characters in the direction of 
public affairs are the marfhal de 
Caltries, who fucceeded M. de Sar- 
tine in October 1781, as minifier 
and fecretary of ftare for the marice 
department ; and the count de Ver- 
gennes, who was appointed about 
twelve months later to the depart- 
ment of foreign affairs. M. de 
Cafiries isa man of high family and 
great connections: M. de Vergen- 
nes, of moderate birth, owes hig 
prefent elevation to his character for 
acquirements and abilities. His re- 
puted forte is negociation; and he 


6 ‘ ° ° ° ° ° 
: At the moment that this fheet is in the prefs we have received intelligence that 
re ftock of the caiffe d'efcompte has been continually rifing, and bears at chis time 
(Aug, 14, 1784) the afonifhing price of 226 per cen. ‘the [ole caufe of its prefent 


Profperity is faid to be cert 
@ itsaffairs: a canfe, f 


aim new regulations which took place upon the reltoration 
arcely adequate to the magnitude of the effect, and which 


deems to portend that that effect cannot be lating. 
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laid out his whole firength upon 
the late treaty of peace. Louis, the 
friend of profperity and happinefs, 
was eafily brought to enter into his 
views; and the fuccefs he obtained 
in oppofition to the marhhal de Caf- 
tries, the advocate of war, gave 
him rather a difproportionate weight 
in the royal councils. Shortly after 
this event a committee of finance, 
confifting of three perfons, and in 
which Vergennts prefided, was ap- 
pointed for the control of public 
accounts. This inflitution, which 
fubjeéted his brother minifters to his 
infpection, was particularly obnoxi- 
ous to them; and M. de Cattries 
and his friends are faid in confe- 
quence of it to have entertained 
thoughts of refigning. At this 
time however the queen threw her 
weight into the fcale of de Catftries, 
and reitored the balance. The com- 
mittee of finance fill fublifts, but is 
at prefent little more than a name. 
It is a matter of fome curiofity 
to afcertain what reductions the 
court of France have made in their 
naval or military eftabifhments in 
conlequence of the peace. In an- 
{wer to this we have to obferve that, 
fo far from reducing their military 
ettablifliment, they have increafed it. 
- During the late war, which was 
properly a naval one, their army 
was neglected, confiderable draughts 
were made from it to ftrengthen 
their fleets, and we are credibly in- 
formed that its numbers were reduc- 
ed fo low as 80,000 men; a num- 
ber extremely inferior to its regular 
compliment, or to the armies of the 
two Germanic powers. In the na- 
vy a great number of fhips have 
been laid up; but their fleet is by 
no means neglected, nor is it likely 
that it fhould fall into decay under 
fo active a minitter as the marfhal 
de Caftries. Upon the whole, no- 
thing is more unquettionably true 
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than that the French are fully dif, 
poled to enjoy advantages that 
never be (ufficiently prized, the bleg. 
ings of peace. 

Towards the commencement of 
the year 1783 an idea feems to have 
been formed in the Spanith court of 
abolifhing or greatly diminithing the 
powers of the holy inquifition, Up. 
on mature confideration however it 
was thought unfafe to fhock fo fay 
the prejudices of mankind, and the 
privileges of this venerable infi. 
tution have remained undifturbed, 
In the courfe of the year a publie 
proceilion was made by the fathers 
upon the conviction of an impottor 
who pretended to difpofe of love. 
potions and charms. His punifh. 
ment however was flight. And for 
a number of years the fraternity 
have not ventured to punifh any of 
their prifoners capitally, ' 

The account of the Spanith ope. 
rations in bombarding Algiers has 
not even the fplendour and attrac. 
tion in dtory, of which unfortun. 
ately the tranfaGtions of war are but 
too fufceptible. It is all defolation 
and murder in their native hideouf- 
nefs, On the 22d of July don An 
tonio Barcelo failed on this expedi- 
tion with four fhips of the line and 
five frigates, befide a number of 
fmaller veflels, and an immente 
quantity of ammunition. The go- 
vernment had taken little care to 
conceal their intentions; and the 
Algerines prepared for their recep 
tion with infinite affiduity. That 
article in their preparations that 
pleafes us beft, is their having pro 
vided twenty thoufand tents with- 
out the city for the unarmed inh 
bitants. The attack continued with 
little intermiffion from the rite 
the 8th day of Auguftinclufive. It 
was anfwered by the Algerines from 
the fortifications with great {pins 
but not with equal effect. pee 
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made feveral defperate attempts to 
come out of the port and deftroy the 
Spaoh veflels, but were conttant- 
ly repulfed. Ina word the greatett 
part of the town was reduced to 
athes, and the Chriftians returned 
in triumph. ‘The principal pilot 
and feveral officers fell into the hands 
of the enemy, and fix of them were 
blown out of the mouth of a can- 
non. 

‘Lhe following event would per- 
haps fearcely deferve to be recorded 
in our work, were it not that its co- 
tncidence with events of a fimilar 
nature that shave taken place ina 


fhort term of years, renders it pro- 
bable that it is to be regarded as con- 
nected with the character of the po. 
litics of the prefent aye. Early ia 
the year 1753 a difpute arofe be- 
tween the little republic of Ragufa 
and the king of Naples, refpecting 
a claim of right advanced by this 
prince to the appointing a com- 
mander of the Ragufan troops. 
For fome time the eyes of all Italy 
were faid to be fixed upon this con- 
teft. It was at length terminated b 
the republic’s putting itfelf under 
the protection of his Sicilian ma- 
jetty. 
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HE fame thing is accidentally 
incident to the annual hifto- 
rian, that unfortunately chara¢ter- 
ifes the difputes of nations : the firft 
year of peace is confecrated to the 
bringing up the arrears of war, and 
the fume kind of exertion is called 
for during this period, as if the 
country continued to be involved 
in hoilility with the moft potent e- 
nemies. We fhall elfewhere have 
occafion to take notice of two or 
three inftances of this kind: but in 
the fcene to which we now proceed, 
inthe plains of Indoftan, the ob- 
fervation is much more confpicu- 
outly verified. We underftand our 
obligation in its fulleft fenfe, and 
We are difpofed to meet it. 
To meet it is the more incum- 


bent upon us, as we have hitherto 
treated the fubjeét flightlv and fu- 


For our paft condué 


perficial ly. 





we have two apologics. Nothing 
can be conceived of more tardy and 
deliberate in its collection, than the 
neceflary materials for a tolerable 
view of our tranfaétions in India, 
And then the impoitance of the 
fubject has grown extremely under 
cur hands. We were not aware 
when we entered upon this work, 
that in the year 1784 the affairs of 
india would probably form threes 
fourths of the hiflory ot Britain. 
But is now high time that the o- 
mithon be remedied, It would be 
abfurd to deter any longer our ac- 
count of the tranfactions of the 
Maratta war. The hifiorical part 
ot our regifler however has alread 

fwelled to fo confiderable a bulk, that 
we are obliged to mike it a firfl ob- 
ject of our confideration to confult 
brevity. We hope, though fhort, 
to communicate a degree of clear- 
nefs 
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nefs and accuracy to the affairs we 
have to treat; and to fhow, that 
the pains we have taken in invefti- 
gating the bufinefs, have not been 
regulated by the number of pages it 
was deftined to fill. 

The fubjeét is itfelf of the high- 
ef magnitude. Nothing can be of 
grearer importance to the character 
of the Britith nation, or (which is 
a confideration which outbids the 
other a thoufand times told) to the 
future happinefs of millions of in- 
dividuals, than a juft cRimate of our 
late tranfactions in India. But, fe- 
parately from thefe grand and over- 
whelming regards, feparately even 
from the reflection, that Indoftan is 
nota country of favages, but the 
mott fertile, the moit ancient, the 
moft courteous and venerable nation 
in the world, the fubject is upon 
other accounts in rhe utmoft degree 
jnterefling. The difpute about the 
character of Mr. Haflings is not the 
controverfy of a narrow, illiberal, 
mercantile fpirit, who carefully em- 
ploys all the powers that are com- 
mittedto him in the purfuits of pecue 
Jation and perfonat emolument. He 
is a man of the moft confummate 
abilities, in a high degree difinter- 
efled, and animated with the ten- 
dereft fentibility and moft anxious 
segard for reputation. ‘Thefe qua- 
lites are compatible with a very 
high degree of blame; they in- 
clude and infer a thoufand virtues. 
However we may decide upon the 
quettion, the trial is interefting. 
Were juftice and philanthropy to 
demand the condemnation ot Mr. 
Hattings, we could not pafs fen- 
tence, without fympathiling at 
the fame time with the ibuftri- 
ous culprit. But befide Mr. Hait- 
ings, a great number of the firft 
characters among us have become 

tuterefted in the queftion, He has 


° 
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found a moft able advocate in 
lord Thurlow. He has been ho, 
pourably acquitted by Mr. Dem 

fter, as manly, unprejudiced ang 
independent a character, as any that 
adorns the Britith houfe of ‘com. 
mons. At the fame time he ha 
been oppofed in the ftrongett map. 
ner by Mr. Francis, a may 
whofe perfonal integrity is, we be. 
lieve, as unqueftionable as his ac. 
curate knowledge of the fubjeét, 
And the gentleman who has taken 
the lead in the bufinefs, Mr. Burke, 
whatever weight may be attributed 
to him at prefent, will certainly be 
ranked by pofterity among the 
brighteft of his contemporaries. 

A piece of information, for which 
the public is indebted to Mr. Demp. 
iter will probably ferve ftill far. 
ther to intereft our readers in the 
fubject before us. He and Mr. 
Burke entered upon the examina. 
tion of the India bufinefs together. 
Mr. Burke, influenced probably by 
the fympathy that men of genius 
and intellectual enthufiafm una 
voidably feel for each other, fet out 
with a prepoffeifion in favour of Mr. 
Haftings. Mr. Demptter, not equal 
ly prepared to allow for the eccen- 
tricities of firft-rate talents, had re 
ceived an untavaurable impreffion 
from the fuperficial appearance ot 
the fubjeét, With the iffue of their 
enquiry all the world is acquainted. 
Mr. Burke became the moft deters 
mined enemy of the governor ge 
neral of Bengal; Mr. Dempiler his 
fincerett admirer. 

But the moye important is ou? 
fubjeét, and the more it has divié 
ed the wife men among us, the 
more arduous is our undertakings 
It is neither confiftent with our i 
clination nor the plan of our work, 
to take a part in this momentous 


and complicated queftion. We ™ 
rene 
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tend merely to lay down the dif- 

ted tranfactions in their moft ge- 
neral outline, and we fhall wander 
very unintentionally from our pur 

(e, if we deliver any thing asa 
fact, that is not equally admitted by 
both partics. By this means, we 
fhall turnifh the bett introduction 
and clue to the parliamentary hif- 
tory of the current year, which 
will relate almott folely to this fub- 
rect, It is very difficult to meet 
with fuch aconcife picture of the 
late tranfactions in India, as would 
naturally be withed by a perfon 
hitherto unacquainted with the fub- 
sect; and we believe totally impof- 
fible to meet with one, completely 
unbiafled and impartial. ‘This is 
what we have wifhed to lay betore 
our readers. 

The Marattas, with whom we 
lately joined iffue in fo important a 
conteft, are the moft fimple and war- 
like nation in India. TReir exten- 
five dominions ftretch trom fea to 
fea acrofs the wideit part of India, 
andin breadth trom the contines of 
Agra to the banks of the Kifna ; 
forming a tract of about 1000 miles 
long by zoo wide. They appear 
never to have been fubdued by any 
of the powers who have fuccetlively 
poflefied the neighbouring pro- 
vinces; and the celebrated Aureng- 
zebe, fo tur trom having been able 
to vindicate his power over thefe 
irreconcileable enemies, is faid to 
have granted them the feventh part 
of the revenues of the province 
of Decan. The claim however has 
never been admitted by the depen- 
Cent governors and princes, and the 
Mararta late has been involved in 
the aflerrion of it in an almott con- 
tinual war with its neighbours, 


which has generally concluded by 
compelling them to purchafe a tein- 
porary ceflauan of hoflilities, 





They originally refembled the 
other great provinces of India in 
forming a kind of colleétion of petty 
principalities, fubordinate to one 
head : but in the beginning of the 
prefent century the pefhwa, or prime 
minifter of the Maratta fovereign, 
ufurped the entire political autho. 
rity, which has ever fince been he- 
reditary in his family. About the 
year 1760 the pefhwa died, leav- 
ing the fucceffion to his fon Madu- 
rao, then a minor, but who after. 
wards appears to have difplay- 
ed very confiderable  abilisies. 
Having however been unfucce(sful 
in a campaign he made againit the 
province of Delhi, he was tound af- 
faffinated in his tent upon his return 
tu the capital of the Marattas, ia 
the year 1773, atthe age of twen- 
ty-five. The guilt of this affaflina- 
tion was imputed to Ragoba, the 
uncle of Madurao, who had go- 
verned the kingdom during his mi- 
nority, and now advanced his pre- 
teafion: to the office of pefhwa. Ie 
was Kagoba, who about twelve years 
before had driven the Great Mogul 
from his capital, and obliged bim to 
take fhelterin the Enghfh tactory at 
Bengal. His reput.tion however 
Was not now fufhcient to dazzle his 
countryinen ; and, either by thein- 
dignation of the people, or the ca- 
bals of their chiefs, he was expelled 
trom the fovereienty In favour of 
an infant fon of Madurao, whom 
the Englifh accounts report to have 
been born after the death of his ta- 
ther. Kagoba fled to our govern- 
ment of Bombay. 

Here an alliance was formed be- 
tween the exiled prince and the I ng 
lith government, Ly which they en- 
gaged to replace him io the Maratta 
regency In confideration of fume va- 
luable ceflions of territory. ‘This 
alliance was difowned by the fu- 
preme 
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reme council of Bengal, then juft 
eftablifhed, and a treaty was made 
in March | 776, by which the Ma- 
ratta minifters engaged to provide 
for the fubfiftence ot Ragoba, upon 
condition of his refiding in the heart 
of their dominions. Ragoba dif- 
liked the fecurity, and fled once 
more to Bombay. The protection 
extended to him was a violation of 
the treaty of peace. 

In the following year, the go- 
vernment of Bombay, invited by 
fome malecontent chiets of the Ma- 
ratta flate, rencwed their engage- 
ments tor the reftoration of Ragoba. 
‘This new confederacy was approved 
by the fupreme council of Bengal, 
in confideration vf the approaching 
rupture they apprehended between 
Great Britain and France, and a 
detachment of troops was ordered 
to march acrofs the continent of In- 
dia in February 1778. Thefe 
troops, however, and the govern- 
ment ot Bombay were equally 
flow in their advances towards the 
execution of the confederacy. ‘The 
Boinbay forces were not tranfported 
to the continent till the month of 
November, and on the gth of Ja- 
nuary following, the whole army 
was reduced to capitulate with the 
Maratia general. Moderate terms 
appear to have been granted them, 
and one condition of the furrender 
was, that the troops that were ad. 
Vancing on the other fide fhould be 
ordered to return to Bengal. 

General Goddard, who had fuc 
ceeded to the command of the Ben- 
gal detachment by the death of his 
principal, was about three hundred 
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miles from Surat, when he received 
intelligence of this convention 
He immediately difavowed the 
right of the government of Bengal 
to remand him, proceeded on his 
march, and on the 18th of Febr 
arrived at Surat. Here he received 
orders from the fupreme couneil tp 
conclude a peace, if terms lef§ by. 
miliating than thofe of the capitula 
tion could be obtained, by which 
we were obliged to cede all our re. 
cent acquilitions in the Maratta pro- 
vices. ‘The conquerors, however, 
were inflexible; and in the clofe of 
the year, a grand confederacy was 
formed between Nizam Ali Khan, 
fuba of the Decan; Hyder Ali, 
fuba of Scirra, king of Canara and 
regent of Myfore; the Marat 
ftates, and the raja of Berar, for 
merly fubordinate, but now inde 
pendent of the pefhwa of the Ma 
rattas*. So formidable an alliance 
feemed to threaten nothing lefs than 
our total expulfion from our poflel. 
fions in India. Its chief flrength 
lay with the Marattas and the cele: 
brated Hyder. 

The campaign of 1780, which 
feemed pregnant with a thoufand 
important events, was opened early 
in January by general Goddard in 
the province of Guzerat. He was 
able to perfuade Futty Sing, one of 
their princes, to engage with us if 
a treaty of partition of that diftnid, 
and immediately after he took Ame- 
dabad, its capital, and in three 
months fubdued the whole provinces 
In vain he offered battle to Madagi 
Sindia, who marched to its relict 
with a numerous army. Leaving 


* The fubas are next in rank to the Great Mogul. The nabobs fubordinate to the 
the fubas. The rajas are the native Hindoo princes, who were not expelled byt 
Mahometan conquerors, but permitted to bold their dominions upon payment of af 
annual tribute. Such was the original order; but the power of the Mogul is ro# 
nearly annihilated, aud that of the fubas, for the moft part, but not completely, come 


Sued to thar proper dominions. 


therefore 
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therefore, his principal force upon 
their ground, he advanced with a 
detachment on the fecond of April, 
formed the Maratta camp, and to- 
tally defeated his adveriary. Some 
time before captain John Campbell, 
upon a foraging party, with two ba- 
talions Of native troops, was attack- 
ed by Madagi at the head of twenty 
thoufand men, and bravely repulfed 
him. Other actions equally bril- 
lant were performed by detached 
rties of this army. 

When the governor general learn- 
ed by general Goddard’s difpacches, 
that there were no hopes of an ac- 
commodation, he concluded that 
the only way to bring the contett 
to a {peedy termination was by  at- 
ticking the Marattas in every quar- 
ter. Forthis purpofe he entered in- 
toa treaty with the rajaot Gohud, 
aod on the fourth of Auguft, major 
Popham, in compliance with the 
flipulations, attacked and captured 
the fortrefs of Gualior, which the 
Marattas had garrifoned in his do- 
minions, and which had been re- 
puted impregnable, ‘Towards the 
clofe of the campaign a_ body of 
troops was formed under the com. 
mand of colonel Camac in Malwa, 
the country of Madagi, ceneral of 
the Marattas. 

But we were not deftined to be 
every where victorious. We hada 
much more formidable enemy in 
Hyder Ali Khan, as well as lefs 
able officers to oppote him on the 
fide of the Carnatic. This wluf- 
trious Warrior, had rifen trom a 
private ftation, by the concurrence 
of events and the energy of his abi- 
lities, to a power much greater than 
Was veited in any one man befide 
in the whole continent of India. 
We had already felt the weight of 
his arms in the year 1767 and 1768, 
4 Conicquence of a fimilar conte. 
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deracy, which had been provoked 
by a wanton invafion, on our parts, of 
the dominions of this accomplithed 
monarch. 

Previoufly tohisirruption into the 
Carnatic at that time, he had formed 
pretenfions on the part ot his fon 
Tippoo Saib to the fovereignty of 
the country. In profecution of this 
idea he married Tippoo to the 
daughter of the elder brother of Ma- 
homet Ali Khan, the reigning nabob ; 
and the father-in-law on the one part, 
and the reprefentative of Chinda 
Saib, whofe family had been dif- 
pofiefled by the affatlinations and 
treafons of the father of Mahomet 
Ali, on the other, ceded their re« 
fpective pretenfions to the fon of 
Hyder. ‘The fcheme had mif- 
carried in #768; but it was ree 
ferved by the fuba for a more aufpi- 
cious occafion. 

On the firit of July, Hyder paffed 
the mountains that feparate the Car- 
natic trom his own dominions, and 
foon made himielf matter of al! the 
open country. He then betfieged 
Arcot, the capital, but afterwards 
raifed the fiege. Having cut off the 
commumeation between a detach- 
ment of the Britifh forces under 
licutenant colonels Bailhe and 
Fletcher and the main army, they 
were twice attacked by ‘J Ippoo, a 
young prince of fuperior abilities, 
and finally cut to pieces or made 
prifoners. On the zit of October 
Hyder made himfelt matter of Ar- 
eot, and caufed his fon, or as fomey 
probably by mittake, aflirm, him. 
elt to be preclaimed nabob of the 
Carnatic. Madras feemed to be the 
next victim. ‘Thus critical was the 
{tate of the Englifh power in Indof- 
tan. If the French had been e- 
qually eager to fend affiftance to 
their illuftrious Indian ally, as they 
were to the ftates of North America, 
1t 
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# is not to be doubted that this had 
been the concluding icene of an 
empire, which was referved tor con- 
wroverties of a different kind. 
furclligence of thele tranfactions 
being received in the province of 
Bev cal, it was rclolved to requeit 
encral tir Eyre Cooie, commander 
mi chief of the forces in the Eat 
Badies, totake upon him the com- 
mand of the Britih army in the 
Carnatic. This gallant otheer, 
though his healh had for fome 
time been iv fo precarious a ttate as 
to authorile his declining this ardu- 
aus fervice, immediately acquiefced 
m the propofal. He failed trom 
Calcutta, with a reinforcement of 
tix hundred and torty Europeans, 
a fupply of money to the amount of 
rso,; ool. and a conliderable quan- 
tity of provilions, at a period when 
the navigation of thefe feas had hi- 
theisto been interdicted on account 
ef the dangers attending it, and ar- 


sived at Madras on the sti day of 


November. At the fume time it 
wis fetticd that Mr. Hatliogs would 
fem a tarther remforcement by 
land, as foon as the teaton would 
permit their march, From the mo- 
ment of the arrival of fir Lyre 
Coote, he appears to have been in 
defatigablein his exertions to recover 
the thace of thiags at Madras trom 
the deplorable fisuation to which 
the unimrerrupted fuccetics of the 
exemy bad reduced them. 

Elydei Al had been taught by 
thete fuccetles to regard the Enelith 
with all the lottinets or contenipt. 
fe would have been ealy tor hin, by 
avoidioy a yencral enyagement, aud 
Rarrathay our army in a Manner 
which he has fo well known how to 
practife upon other Ocedions, to 
Bave reduced general Coote to the 
utmoit extremities. But be was in- 
taxicated with victory, Ou the ait 


of July 1781, a battle ivas fourke 
in the environs of Porco Novo, wg 
the fouth of Pondicherry, which, 
though difputed with great obfij. 
nacy on both tides, terminated jg 
the total defeat of Hyder. Soon 
alter this victory; gener..1 Coote ct. 
fected a junction witha the promifed 
fuccours trom Beagal. Thefe {yee 
cours, befides every other expence, 
coft the governor general 169,001, 
paidtothe raja ot Berar, by which 
he was derached from the grand 
confederaey, and induced to permit 
the reinforcement to mareh th rough 
his dominions. Hyder was not vet 
dilcouraged. Betore the end of the 
campaign he twice more engaged 
fir Eyre Coote, and was twice de 
defeated. Jou the months of No- 
vember and December, Negapatnam 
and ‘Trincomale, the two principal 
Dutch feitkements in the Fatt Ludies, 
were taken by fir Edward Hughes, 
The confequence of all thefe {ue 
ceiles was the evacuation of Tan- 
jour by the troops of the fuba, the 
return of a great number of depen- 
dent princes who had revolted 
againit the nabob, the relief of 
Vandiwath and Velour betieged by 
detachments of Hyder’s army, and 
the recapture of ieveral important 
torctretics. 

Bue thefe brilliant victories were 
calculated to dazzle and deceive 
thofe who were at a_ diftance 
trom the feene of ation. All this 
was far trom decifive. ‘The Indian 
hero, though difappointed and de- 
feat “d, did not defpair He duipute 
ed wih us every inch of grounds 
His refources were extenlive ; his 
abilities of the firtt order. Far trom 
abandoning the Carnatic, he {till held 
halt its tortrefles, and commanded 
the open country. In himfelt be 
was tormidable. ‘The French would 
furely ar Some time recollect bums 
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and a reinforcement from that 
power might yet turn the icale of 
victory, and reduce us to a more 
deplorable condition than ever. 

Early in the prefent campaign, 
general Goddard had taken the field 
en the other fide of the penintula, 
and fat down before Baflein, a 
ftrong place near the ifland of Sal- 
ferre. After having taken this im- 
portant tortrefs, he was obliged to 
give up the purfuit of active operas 
tions, in confequence of the fuc- 
cours it had been thought neceflary 
for him to detach to the afliltance of 

neral Coote. 

In the province of Malva, co- 
lonel Camac, after having en- 
countered confiderable difficulties 
from the army of Sindia of 3°,0°0 
men, which harraffed him in his 
march, had the good fortune in 
the night of the 30th of April, to 
furprife the camp of the enemy, 
and, after contiderable flaughter, to- 
tally to difperfe his army. A body 
of 7000 men, which itll remained 
united, was beaten by a detachment 
ot colonel Camac’s army. Madagi 
Sindia made fecret overtures for a 
{eparate peace. After fome untor- 
tunate delays, originating in the dif- 
turbances of Benares, it was finally 
concluded on the 13th of O&ober. 
This event was almoit immediately 
fucceeded by a general ceffition of 
hoftilities between the English and 
the Marartas, 

[tis not to be fuppofed that all 
thefe extraordinary exertions could 
be made by a yovernment, that 
had often been fenfible to extreme 
difficulties in times of comparative 
tranquility, without the greateit cf. 
forts on the part of Mr. Haflings. 
Mr. Haflinos was the foul of ail 
Ourenterprifes, and {upplied with 
luccours the government of Madras 
and B mbay, as well as the variou 
1783. 
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armics that were then on foot. This 
demanded not only all the wealth of 
the treafury of Bengal, but alfo ex. 
traordinary contributions from our 
fubjects and allies in that quarter. 
The attempts of the governor ge- 
neralin collecting thefe contributions 
were attended with many unfortu. 
nate events, and with none more 
unfortunate than the revolt of Be- 
nares. 

In the war we carried on in the 
year 17%4 againit Suja Dowla, na- 
bob of Oude, the raja of Benares, 
one of the principal dependencies of 
the nabob, and a province which 
lay between the Englith territories 
and his own proper dominions, de- 
ferted the ftandard of his principal, 
and ranged himfelf on the part of 
the Britith government. in gra- 
titude for his fervices, we were care- 
ful, in theenfuing peace, to fecure 
to him his dominions, which feem 
to have been but a recent acquifi- 
tion, upen confideration of a cer- 
tvin annual fublidy, to be paid by 
him to the nabob of Oude. In 
1770 the raja died, and was fuc- 
ceeded by his fon, Cheit Sing, who 
held the principality at the time of 
Which we aretreating. ‘The nabob 
himfelf died in 1776, and a new 
treaty was tramed with his fucceffor, 
by which the fovereignty of Bena 
res was transferred to the company, 
anacquifition equivalentto 240,000l. 
per annum; and the fublidy paid 
by Suja Dowla, upon account of 
the troops we ftationed in his domi- 
nions, which had been fixed by lord 
Clive at 36,000]. and afterwards 
railed to 252,000l. was increaled to 
312,000]. per annum. 

Benares 1s the capital city of the 
Hindoo religion. It is rezarded 
with peculiar fanétity by the ane 
cient inhabitants of the country ; 
and it is reforted to by pilgrims 
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from every quarter, in the fame 
manner as Mecca has been by the 
difciples of the Mahometan religion. 
It is the retreat of all that is vene- 
rable in Indoftan, their priefts, their 
poets and their men of learning ; and 
it has been regarded with indul- 
gence by the fucceflive conquerors 
ot this beautiful and luxuriant chi- 
mate. Thefecircumftances give us 
a new intcreft in its calamities, with- 
_ out deciding any thing for or againit 
the perfons who may have untor- 
nately been involved in the events 
that led tothem. 

Upon intelligence being received 
in July 1778, of the war being ac- 
tually commenced between Great 
Britain and France, Cheit Sing, as 
a vaflal, was required to contribute 
to the burdens of the fupertor tlate, 
and his fublidy was fixed at 50,00cl. 
The raja, who already paid a ti 
bute or rent of 240,c0ol. annually, 
feems to have expected that in all 
other points he was to be regarded 
a3 completely independent, and ex- 
empted trom every claim of fub- 
jection and obedience. Accordingly 
he paid this additional demand with 
extreme reluctance and many delays, 
The fame requifition was made in 
the two tubfequent years, avcom- 
panied with a promile that the de- 
mand fhould ceafe when peace was 
riftored. It was regarded however as 
fo very uncertain whether the claiin 
would be voluntarily difcharged, that 
in each of thefe two latt irs, atrer 
fone evafions on the parcof the ra- 
ja, a body of troops was quartered 
upon him by the government ct 
Bengal, and he was obliged, in addi- 
tion to the 50,000. to pay for the 
fupportet thefe troops. In 1378, 
1779 and 1780, the requifition was 
forwarded carly in June, and the 
lust payment was not made till the 
month ot OSober. In the Novem- 
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ber of this laft year, the raja qs 
commanded to fend in addition {yc 
a body of horfe as he could {pare 
from his own eitablifhment; by 
owing partly as it fhould feem, t 
fome mifunderftanding Upon the 
fubject, no horfe were ever fent, 

‘The queftion upon which the re. 
gularity of thefe proceedings was 
fuppoied to turn, was whether Chei 
Sing Was to be regarded as a fo 
verelgn prince, with no other cir. 
cumitance of dependency excepting 
the payment of itis annual tributes or 
whether he were to be regarded asa 
mere zemindar, or hereditary fare 
mer, upon precifely the fame foot. 
ing as the nobles of Bengal and the 
other provinces of the Mogul em. 
pire. This queftion is in iffue bk. 
tween Mr. Hattings and the dired. 
ors of the Eaft India company, 
and each party have laid the argu. 
ments in tavour of their refpective 
opinions before the public. Mr, 
Hatiings athrms the raja of Bens 
res to be amere zemindar, * owing 
his perfonal allegiance, and an in 
plicit and unreferved obedience, up- 
on pain of the forfeiture of his ze 
mindary, and even of his life and 
property, at the difcretion of thole 
who hold or fully reprefeot the 
fovereign authority.” 

In July 1781 Mr. Bafkings fe 
out from Calcutta with the inte 
tion of viliting the nabob of Oude, 
and in his way he propofed to clea 
up the mifunderitanding with the 
raja of Benares, and to fix thing 
upon a better and more regular foot 
ing than had lately taken plac 
He was the rather incited to thisy 
fome reports of difaffection and mie 
ditated rebellion upon the part 
Cheit Sing. In confideration & 
the raja’s feerct defigns, as wells 
of the mifchiefs that had retulted 


from his late evafions and delays 
the 
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the governor intended to impofe up- 
on him a fine of 400,000]. or 
500,0001. Should we be induced 
to confider this conduct as irregular, 
it mutt be admitted tor fome extenu- 
ation, that Mr. Haftings’s error cere 
tainly did not originate in the con- 
rempuble views ot perfonal emolu- 
ment, but in a zeal for the intereft 
of his conitituents. He had been 
informed that the late raja had lett 
a miilion flerlingin his treafury, a 
fum that was continually increaung, 
and he conceived it tobe highly ex- 
pedient, * to draw from the guilt of 
the reigning zemindar the means of 
relief to the company’s diltretles.” 
Atthis time the fupreme council of 
Bengal confilted only ot the go- 
vernor general and one other perfon 
who was much in his interefts, and 
Mr. Haftings thought it more manly 
to take the whole refponfibility up- 
on himfelf in this ardtious affair, 
than to [eek tor the countenance of 
forms, which were evidently in the 
prefent cafe unmeaning and nu- 
gatory. 

Cheit Sing advanced to meet Mr. 
Hattings to the borders of his ter- 
ritory, and in a converfation, that 
pafled at this ime, but in which 
the governor general ftudioufly a- 
voided opening himfelf refpecting 
his intentions, exprefled in {trong 
terms hiscontrition, attachment, and 
loyalty. Ou the igth of Augutt 
Mr. Hattings arvived at Benares. 
‘The raja, it feems, had by fome 
means, learned in the interim what 
was in contemplation againit him, 
and had offered to advance 200,C0 l. 
which was rejected. Upon his arri- 
valthe governor yeneral, having for- 
bidden Cheit Sing his prefence, wrote 
him a letter ftating the various 
caufes of complaint he had againit 
him. The raja’s anfwer, without 
advancing the claim of indepen- 
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dence, endeavoured to. prove that 
the various delays did not arife from 
any fault of his; {till accompany 
ing his vindication with many ex- 
preffions of affection and humility, 
This aniwer, which tended wholly 
‘to exculpate himfelf, was much be- 
fide the defign af Mr. Huttings, and 
on the 16th of Augutt he put the ra- 
jaunderarrett. A ttroke fo decifive 
and unexpected totally overthrew all 
Cheit Sing’s projects of refiftance 
or compromife, and reduced him to 
a ftate of abject defpondency. 

The inhabitants of the province 


of Benares were ftruck with equal 


grief and indignation at the impri- 
fonment of thcir fovercign. They 
rofe tumultuoufly in arms to the 
number of two thoufand men, and, 
croffing the Ganges which wahhes 
the fkirts of this netropolis, flew to 
his reicue upon the evening of the 
very day of arrett. ‘Two companies 
of native troops, who had not even 
taken ammunition with thei, were 
the guard of the palace. They 
were Cut to pieces in a moment. 
Overjoyed with the fafety and e- 
fvape of their prince, the affailants 
attempted nothing farther. Had 
they proceeded to the refidence of 
the governor general, no doubt can 
be made that they would have de- 
{troyed all oppofition in its fource. 
He could not have affembled more 
than fifty men. This would have 
been an event pregnant with the 
mol important contequences. Mr, 
Hattings thinks that tne exittence of 
the Britifl empire in India was fu- 
{pended upon the faicty of his per- 
fon, ‘** Mean as its fubftance may 
be, (thus he beautifully expreffes 
it}, its accidental properties were e- 
guivalent to thofe, which, like the 
magical characters of a talifinan in 
the Arabian mythology, formed the 
efience of the ftate itfelf; repre- 
M 2 fentation 


























































































































re 
= at - 
— 7. = —"s P 
p< ee a _“ ms > 
. e 


——— Se 24 fae ee 


oe 





” mye 
=: ot te 


SS a 






= 


180 BRITISH AND 


fentation, title and the eftimate of 
public opinion.” 

On the 20th of Auguft, a defeat 
was fuffered not lefs important and 
ruinous than the former, through 
the rath ambition of an individual. 
Our fcanty battalions had not been 
colleéted with the expectation of 
fuch a fcene as this, and they were 
now thinned by two bloody deteats. 
The province of Benares, almoft 
half as large as Ireland, was luxu- 
riant in its foil, and fertile in its 
refources. The inhabitants were 
united to a man, The neighbour- 
ing provinces were ripe for revolt. 
The fituation of the governor gene- 
ral was in the laft degree critical. 
Mott of our readers will in this cafe 
recolleét the fituation of Julius Ca- 
far in the Alexandrine war, when, 
bufy in the proud tafk of making 
and unmaking kings, after having 
furmounted the greateft dangers, he 
was near falling a facrifice to un- 
equal and nee enemies. 

Mr. Haftings did not extricate 
himfelf with lefs prefence of mind 
or lefs felicity. Even in his moft 


unfavourable fituation, Cheit Sing 


applicd to him, with offers of im- 
plicit obedience, and thefe applica- 
tions were continually repeated 
through the whole conteft. In the 
firft infance, the governor general 
apprehended that their defiyn was 
only procraftination; and he uni- 
tformly conceived, that, as general 
and inapplicable profeffions, they 
were of no value. The fubjects of 
the raja defended his cout with 
defperate intrepidity. But the caufe 
itfelf was too hopelefs. The Bri- 
tith forces did not difplay lefs valour 
on their fide ; and nothing was re- 
quifite but time, for all the detach- 
ments to pour upon them that were 
ftationed in the neighbouring pro- 
vinces. The affair that decided the 


fate of the principality took 
on the 2oth of Sepicts r, 2 
Raja Cheit Sing was immedi. 
ately profcribed. ‘The feat of 9p. 
vernment was declared vacant, and 
the zemindary beftowed upon the 
next heir. ‘The annual fubidy to 
the rep ye of Bengal was in. 
creafed from 2 40,cool. to 400,000, 
The unfortunate raja was obliged 
to fly from his country. His mo. 
ther, who had fhut herfelf up in his 
laft fortrefs, was permitted to depatt 
upon conditions, but in her retreat 
was attacked and rifled by the fol. 
diery. The affair ended lefs advan- 
tageoufly for the company than the 
governor general had expeéted. The 
foldiery feized and retained by force 
the treafury of the fugitive prince. 
All difcipline feemed to be annihi- 
lated. And we are told thnt fince 
the increafe of the fubfidy, it has 
been fuffered to run in arrears, and 
the perfon, who was appointed to 
manage for the young raja, a m- 
nor, degraded and imprifoned by 
order of the Englifh government. 
Anoriginal purpote of Mr. Hatt 
ings’s journey we ftated tobe a vifitto 
the province of Oude. The treaty of 
1775, the particulars of which we 
have already mentioned, proved ut- 
terly ruinous to the young nabob, and 
it was impoffible to defer any longer 
the applying fome remedy to the 
multiplied calamities of which it ws 
the fource. It was every way the 
intcreft of the Eaft India company 
to fupport this prince, whofe dom 
nions were a frontier to our pr 
vince, and who ftood in exatly 
the fame relation to the Bengal go 
vernment, as the unfortunate 2 
neceflitous nabob of Arcot to the ge 
vernment of Madras. A new tt 
ty was now concluded, the evident 
purpofe of which was to allevumte 


his burdens. One fource of his amt 
fortune 
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fortunes was the nature and extent 
of our military eftablifhment tn his 
country. A great parc of our troops 
were accordingly withdrawn. rhe 
moft profperous of his dependents, 
Fizulla Khan, bad been culled upon 
to furnifh a body of five thoutand 
horfe, to join the nabob’s army in 
our fervice, and had not an{wered 
the demand. The guarantee, which 
we had formerly executed of his 
treaty with the nabob, was there- 
fore withdrawn. It was however 
afterwards difcovered that his flou- 
rifhing, but diminutive territory was 
unequal to the claim we had made ; 
and we caufed the treaty to be re- 
newed upon the payment of a fmall 
fne.— The widow of the late nabob 
feems tp have favoured and abctied 
the caufe of Cheit sing, and upon 
that account we perinitted the reign- 
ing prince to reclaim the treafures 
of his father in her pofteffion, and 
to deprive her of a {mall province 
fhe held in fovereignty, the nabob 
to pay her in licu of it a certain fti- 
pulated fubfittence. The confifcated 
treafures were applied to the liqui- 
dation of the debts of the prince to 
the Eait India company.—But not- 
withftanding the favour with which 
he was treated, the new regulations 
appear not to have fuccceded in a 
degree equal to the wifhes and de- 
figns of the governor general.—Thefe 
events may be lefs fplendid than 
thofe of the general war : they are not 
lefs inftrudtive, or lefs pregnant with 
information, hiftorical and philofo- 
phical. 

We return to the fcene of a more 
extentive conteft. The French fuc- 
cours, fo long expected by Hyder 
Ali, were at length prepared, and 
carly in the month of February, 
1732, M. de Suffren, with twelve 
line of battle hips, befide frigates 
and tranfports, arrived on the coatt 








HISTORY. 18a 
of Coromandel. The fleet of fir 
Edward Hughes contitied of nine 
fb'ps of about the fame force, A 
batile took place on the 17¢h of Fe- 
bruary ; and another on the 1 2th of 
April. Each ferved to call forth 
the naval {kill of the commanders 
and the gallantry of their men, 
without contributing in any great 
degree to decide the tate of the war, 
Sullren landed a force of 3,500 men 
for the fervice of the fuba in the en- 
fuing campaign. It is well known 
how decided a fuperiority in the ficld 
the European have always main- 
tained over the Afiatic troops. such 
a reinforcement was therefore of 
the utmoft confeyuence. The ex- 
peiience ot the lait campaign had 
eficctually taught our antagonift the 
value of a well-timed procraflina- 
tion. And all thefe circumftunces 
feemed to prognofticate a very difs 
ferent iffue to the war of 1782. 
Even before the arrival of this 
reinforcement, Hyder had gained a 
very memorable advantage. Owing, 
as it fhould feem, to an unfortunate 
mifunderitanding between general fir 
Eyre Coote, and colonel Braith- 
waite, who commanded in the pro- 
vince of ‘Tanjour, the detachment of 
this latter officer, of more than 2,000 
men, wasin a manner annihilated, It 
was Tippoo Saib, who had already 
difplayed the higheft milirary talents, 
that by forced marches overtook this 
little devoted force, when they con- 
ceived the encmy to be at the great- 
eft diftance. The conteft was fupport- 
ed with themoft obftinate valour: but 
the French and Indian affailants were 
more than five times as numerous as 
the forces of colonel Braithwaite. 
Te was by the fpiriec and humanity of 
the French commander that the 
wretched remains of this troop were 
faved from the general carnage. 
The firfl operations of the army 
M 3 landed 
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landed by Suffren were againft the 
fortrefs of Cuddalore. This place 
furrendered on the 3d of April, and 
Permacoli, another ftrong place in 
the Carnaticon the 17th. The ma- 
neeuvresof fir Eyre Cootein this fitu- 
ation to prevent the lofs of any more 
of thofe fortifications, which had ei- 
ther efcaped the general wreck in 
1780, 01 ek fo glorioutly recovered 
in: 7514, and to bring the fuba toa 
battle, appear to have been excel- 
lent. On the 2d of June the two 
armies met, and performed the ce- 
remony of an engagement; but Hy- 
der kept aloof from peril, and dil- 
played the warinels af a W ' 
ton or a Daun. A tew days atter 
this fkirmith he was able to over- 
reach the excellent general with 
whom he had to contend, fo far as 
completely to cut off a detachment 
of our army, known by the appel- 
lation of the grand guard. In the 
clote of the campaign gencral Coote 
marched to Cuddalore, probably 
with the defign of a furprize, but 
was obliged to go into quarters with- 
out effecting it. 

On the 6th of July a third battle 
Was tought between fir Edward 
Hurhes and M. Suffren, near Ne- 
gapatnam, which the French had 
intended to befiece. They were 
more fuccefstul in their detign againtt 
Trincomalee, which furrendered on 
the laft day of Auguit. Two days 
alter the Englith feet appeared in 
fight, and immediately engaged the 
enemy. In thefe battles, ke the 
two tormer, both fleets fuflered fe- 
vercly, without any real advantage 
refulting to either. “4 

Bur thefe were pot all the evils 
that aticnded this unfortunate and 
dcfo! ting war. The clofe of the 
year was ufhered in by the mog 
dreadful famine. Fourteen thoufand 
peiions pernthed weekly ip Madras 
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and its environs. This moft terrj. 
ble of all human ills prevailed ¢ 
qually in the dominions of Hyder, 
It extended to the provinces of Oude 
aud Benares. In a word, the fear. 
ful fpectre feems to have gra{ped in 
its cold embrace the whole extent of 
Indoftan, with the exception of the 
territory of the Englith governmene 
at Bengal. It is impotiible to de. 
fcribe the patience and dumb re 

fignation of the miferable natives, 
The truce with the Marattas had 
fuggefted to the prefidency of Ben- 
gal the idea of a diverfion on the 
weftern fide of the penintula, a pro. 
ject which had been eminently fue. 
cefstul in our former war with the 
fuba. We have already enumerated 
his dominions. The kingdom of 
Myfore, whofe fovereign, like that of 
the Marattas, reigned in the fubli- 
mity of indolence and retreat, and 
of which Hyder poffeffed the fo 
vereignty under the title of dayva, 
exactly equivalent to that of pefhwa, 
is nearly in the fame parallel with 
Arcot. The kingdom of Canarais 
to the north of Myfore, and is faid 
to have been the favourite poffetion 
of Hyder. The name of its capital 
Bednore, which communicates ite 
appellation to an extentive provinet, 
has been changed by him for that 
of Hydernagur. Both thefe king 
doms firetch along the weitern coalt 
of Indoflan. The territory, frem 
which he derives the title of fuba, 

is inland, and of finall extent. 

Tellicherry, a port tn our poffef- 
fion in the kingdom of Myfore, had 
been befieced by the forces of Hy: 
der almoft trom the beginning ot 
the war, In December 17544 
detachment failed to its relief, undef 
the command of major Abingdon. 
On the 8th of January, the garntea 
made a fally under this officer, and 
compleiely routed the -" 
te 
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Their fuccefs was followed, on the 
13th of February, by the reduction 
of the important fortrefs of Calicut. 
Their ftrength however did hot 
permit them to undertake any thing 
farther, and things remained with- 
out any alteration in this part of 
India till the month of Auguil, 

At that time, a fecond detach- 
ment having arrived at Calicut, they 
proceeded trom that fortrefs, and 
penetrated pretty deep in the fouth- 
ern divifion of Mytore. Tippoo 
crofled the peninfula, and arrived 
in their neighbourhood with his 
ufual celerity. Itwas with the ex- 
tremeft difficulty they regained the 
fea-coaft, and encamped near Pa- 
nani. Their gallant adverfary at- 
tacked their lines. Here however 
he was repulfed by colonel Macleod, 
who had jult taken the command of 
our forces, with confiderable lofs. 
The battle was fought in the clofe 
of November. 

The prefidency of Bombay, un- 
deritanding the critical fituation of 
their little army in Myfore, fent out 
general Matthews with an arma- 
ment ot twothoufand men to its re- 
lief. This officer learned upon his 
paflage the vitory of colonel Mac- 
leod, and immediately refolved to 
land in Canara, which was more 
diftant from the fcene of action in 
the Carnatic, and, as he believed, 
more penctrable than the fouthern 
province. He arrived in the neigh- 
bourhood of Onore in the end of 
December. 

_Anevent the moft favourable to 
his fuccefs had juft taken place. It 
was the death of Hyder, the Han- 
nibal of the Britith poffeffions in In- 
dia. It was not merely that his 
abilities would be wanted : he was at 
a diftance from the fcene of aétion 
in Canara ; and it has already been 
‘een that he was provided with no 
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unequal fuccefforin Tippoo. But ia 
India they have no idea of a delegated 
power, lefsabfolutethan the fupreme, 
The princes who governed Canara 
and Myfore had no check upon 
any ambitious views with which this 
event might infpire them. Their 
fovercign was engaged in an arduous 
and expeniive war. His fubjects 
were weary of the burdens infe- 
parable from that ftate. ‘They had 
a power at hand, with which 
would be eafy to frame any alliance, 
the tendency ot which fhould be ta 
fubvert the empire of their ma- 
fter. It required perhaps the in- 
terpofition of good fortune, as well 
as all the f{pirit and activity of Tip- 
poo, to counteract thefe unfavour- 
able circumitances. 

Hyder Ali Khan was born in the 
year 1728. Never was there a man 
lefs marked with that effeminacy and 
littleffnefs we are accuitomed to con- 
nect with Afiatic manners. He was 
born a foldier, In the midit of a 
fumptuoufnefs of apparel and furni- 
ture, of which an European can 
with difficulty form the idea, he was 
perfectly fimple, acceffible, and at- 
table. He was unwearied in what- 
ever he undertook, and examined 
almolt every thing in perfon. Ex- 
clufively of the purfuits of war and 
ambition, his temper appears to 
have been equable, and his dif- 
politiion humane. His mind was 
but littie fubject to the tinge of pre- 
judice. In general, he regarded the 
fubjects that came before him with 
the eye of a citizen of the world. 
He was much inclined to gaietyy, 
and turned almoft every incident 
into cheerfulnefs and merriment. 
His chara&ter was extremely aflec- 
tionate, and his attachment to his 
relations and friends could not be 
exceeded, One feature in his par- 
trait is particularly interciting, his 
M 4 abfolure 
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abfolute ignorance of ditfimulation. 
His manners were natural and frank, 
and the impreffion that was upper- 
moft in his mind was always vilible 
in his countenance 

We return toa lefs agreeable fub- 
ject, the operations ot war.—Gene- 
ral Matthews ftormed Onore on the 
sth of January, 1783. In the fol- 
lowing week, colone! Macleod, with 
as many troops as could be fpared 
from our pofleffions in Myfore, ar- 
rived at that place on board the 
tranfports, which general Matthews 
had difpatched to the fouth to re- 
ceive him, The open country was 
now fpeedily reduced, Hyderna- 
gur itfelf furrendered on certain fli- 
pulations between the Bntifh com- 
mander and the viceroy of Canara. 
Mangalore and Carwa, two ftrong 
fortreffes on the coaft, were taken 
by force, and this fertile and fa- 
vourtte) kingdom was completely 
fubducd. 

‘Thus far the expedition of gene- 
ral Matthews is extremely brillianr, 
and the reader is no doubt prepared 
for the highett applautfes of the ar- 
my under his command. Unfortu- 
nately thefe applaufes cannot be be- 
ttowed. ‘The feene which is fo beau- 
tiful «a fuperticial view, contained 
within ifelf the feeds ot anarchy 
and contufion. Colonel Macleod 
and fome other officers left the vic- 
torious army in the midit of its 
progrefs, and retired to Bombay. 
"The bitrereft recriminations between 
the gencral and his officers fucceed- 
ed this retreat. One point of dif- 
pute between them was a matter of 
yank. “The commander was only 
a general upon the company’s ftatt, 
and colonc! Macleod was a fenior 
officer in the king’s fervice. An- 
other queftion reipected the plunder 
of Tippoo’s untortunate fubieéts, 
The diiguited officers charged pone- 


BRITISH AND 





ral Matthews with making a Private 
agreement with the viceroy, fubj. 
quent to the general capitulation, by 
which that prince had beep pe. 
mitted to Gaim a confiderable tres, 
fure that was at firlt deitined for the 
plunderof thearmy. The general 
in return, declared of his whole 
force, that they were * loofe ang 
untecling as the moft licentious free. 
booters ;” and infinuated, in no up. 
intelligible language, that colonel 
Macleod and his aflociates had beep 
extremely active in diffeminating 
this pefliferous fpirit. The dejec- 
tion, he added, which thefe pro- 
ceedings, which flruck immediately 
at his property and authority, had 
occalioned in the viceroy, was 
fuch as to render it impoffible to 
concert with him thole meafures 
which might be neceffiry for the 
prefervation of his conquett. 

The pretidency of Bombay took 
the moft decided prt with colonel 
Macleod, On the 27th of March 
they determined to remove gener! 
Matthews trom his command, and 
appointed colonel Macleod to fue- 
cect hin. In the mean time they 
received intelligence from general 
Matthews of a force collecting + 
cainit him, snd the moft preiling 
applications for a reintorcement. 
But, whether from inability, or the 
impreftion they tele from their difap- 
probation of his conduct, no rein 
forcement was prepared. Colonel 
Macleod, who lett Bombay on the 
sth of April, took with him only 
the Ranger cutter to convey him to 
the fortrefs of Onore. 

Tippoo, without evacuating the 
forts of the Carnatic, marched the 
principal part of his army through 
the pafies, and arrived before bis 
capital in the beginning of Apr 
A fkirmith took place almoit mm 
diately between his troops and the 

Engi 
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Englith, in which general Matthews 
had the advantage. But this was 
only preparatory to the more un- 
ortant feenes that were to fucceed. 
Sy a capital piece of generalfhip, 
‘Tippoo made himfelf matter of two 
pafles in the ridge of hills that di- 
vide Bednore from the fea-coaft, and 
thus cut off the poifbility of our re- 
treat. Gener)| Matthews fhut him- 
felt upin Hydernagur. His force con- 
fitted of near 2,000 men. This place, 
however, which had been originally 
taken without refittence, again fur- 
rendered on the 3d of May to the 
victorious Tippoo. The fuba is faid, 
however, to have tarnifhed his {plen- 
did reputation by violating the terms 
of the furrender, and retaining the 
unfortunate army in durance, after 
having promifed to fuffer them to 
depart with the honours of war. In 
the mean time a wreck of our con- 
queft remained to us in the ports of 
Mangalore and Carwa. ‘Tippooim- 
mediately fat down before the firft 
and ftrongeft of thete. 

We have already mentioned the 
ceflation of hoftiliues with the Ma- 
rattas, which took place in the clote 
of the year 1781. It had been pre- 
ceded by a feparate peace with Ma- 
dari Sindia, who from that moment 
jeems to have become our cordial 
ally. Inthe beginning of the year 
1782 he negociated with us a gene- 
ral peace in the name of the Ma- 
ratta ftates, ‘he preliminaries were 
fettled on the 17th of May. At the 
fame time an eventual treaty of par- 
tition of Hyder’s dominions was a- 
mtated.  Thefe negociations how- 
ever were fufpended by an extra- 
ordinary and alarming delay of the 
ratification on the part of the 
pelhwa., The ceremony at length 
took place on the 2eth of Decem- 
ber; and on the 24th of February 


3783 the ratifications were ex- 
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changed. The bafis of the treaty 
was a mutual reflitution. We with- 
drew our protection from Ragoba, 
and confented to replace Futty sin 
in the fituation in which he ha 
been before the commencement of 
the war. We even connived at the 
recapture of Gualior, which we had 
delivered to the raja of Gohud, by 
Madagi Sindia, 

Immediately after the conclufion 
of a peace, which might have been 
expected to be fecure, in propor. 
tion to the flow and deliberate man- 
ner in which it had been framed, oa 
extraordinary event took place which 
had nearly thrown every thing into 
confufion. Colonel Macleod, in his 
way to Onore, was obliged to pafs 
by a confiderable extent of the Ma- 
raita territories. On the 8th day 
of May 1753 he was atlailed b 
a number of armed vefiels belong- 
ing to the Maratta vovernment ; 
and after a de!perate defence of five 
hours, in which himfelt was dan- 
geroully wounded and feveral va- 
luable officers killed, he was carried 
in triumph into their port ot Ghe- 
ria. For fome time no fatisfaétion 
could be obtained. At ienyth on 
the 27th of May colonel Macleod 
and his companions were difmiffed, 
and returned to Bombay. By later 
accounts we are informed that the 
miniftry of the pefhwa had made a 
more fatista‘tory apology. 

About the time in which general 
Matthews conquered the kingdom 
of Canara, a revolution is faid to 
have taken place at Syringpateam, 
the capital of Myfore, in tavour of 
the forgotten raja. The detach- 
ment, that yarrifoned the province 
ot Tanjour, was ordered upon this 
occafion to penetrate into Myfore ; 
and they fuccefsfully attacked fome 
of the towns nearett to ‘Tanjour. 
In the midit of their progrefs they 
were 
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were fecalled to join the grand ar- 
my at Madras, who had now a 
new enemy to encounter in M. de 
Buff, governor of Mauritius, juft 
arrived with a reinforcement of 
3,500 French troops. It was for- 
tunate that this celebrated and hoary 
chief did not arrive till a few days 
after the occafion that had fo cri- 
tically called Tippoo out of the 
Carnatic. 

General Coote, who had wintered 
at Bengal, determined once more 
to pafs to Madras, though his con- 
ftitution was fo broken, that it was 
not expeGted he could live to com- 
plete the voyage. He arrived how- 
ever on the 24th, and expired on 
the 26th of April. By his death 
the command devolved on major 
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eneral Stuart. This offiecr, on the 
7th of June fat down before Cyd. 
dalore. For fome time the fiege way 
carried on with great {pirit and per. 
feverance. But gencral Stuart a 
not only the yarrifon from within to 
contend with, but from without the 
marquis de Buffiand admiral Suffren, 
A flight engagement took place on 
the zoth, between this officer and 
fir Edward Hughes, which made no 
alteration in the ftate of affairs. The 
progrefs of the conteft mutt have 
be:n ruinous ; it could fearcely be 
productive, Fortunately, to pre. 
vent the effufion of human blood, 
the news of peace arrived at Ma 
dras on the 25th, and a ceffation of 
hoftilities was completely fettled on 
the 4th of July. 








CHAP, 


Fate of the Leyalif's. 
Ireland. 


America 
and Politics. 


HE conteft, which for fo long 

a time fixed our attention on 

the military tranfactions of our late 
colonifts, being happily terminated ; 
our curiofity is naturally turned to 
their civil affairs, the operations of 
their conftitution, the fpirit of their 
proceedings, and the degree of har- 
mony or rivalihip that fubfiits be- 
tween neighbouring ttates. Such as 
have taken a part in our intefline 
difenfions are interetted in the fub- 
rect, becaufe it tends to decide whe- 
ther it was fit in policy to yield their 
independency, or poffible yet to 
have torn from them this favourite 
jewel. The fpeculative politician 
nuit be defirous ta be informed re- 
fpecting their fituation, becaufe it 
is intimately connected with the 
quettion of the comparative excel- 
lence of a republican government. 
And to all it has the grace of no- 
velty, Their confitution is yet in 
a ftate of incorrectnefs and infancy ; 
their rank among the nations 1s un- 
fixed; and they are the firft en- 
lightened people, who have formed 
for themfelves an independent go- 
vernment in the weitern hemi{phere. 
The fubject of revenue is ever an 
important branch in the hiftory of 
modern nations, and circumiftances 
have occurred to make it particu- 
larly interefting in the cafe before 
uss The Americans have had in 
their outfet an extenfive and obfti- 
hate War to fupport, which necef- 
farily demanded the greateft ex- 
pence. As a people, they were by 
ho means opulent. And then all 
authority Is founded in opinion. 
the moft pernicious abufes are fub- 
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mitted to, when introduced under 
the venerable fanétion of precedent; 
but the molt moderate exertions are 
unwillingly admitted in a new and 
unpractiled fovereignty. The general 
congrefs of the United States, con- 
vinced of thefe truths, were fenfible 
to the neceflity of difcharging acon- 
fiderable part of their burdens in- 
directly by anticipations and the 
operations of finance. One of the 
firit refources they employed was 
that of ifluing paper currency. But 
as they poffeffed no means o: maine 
taining its credit, it funk by degrees 
into fuch a ftate of depreciation, as 
to occafion the greateft inconveni- 
encies, and at length to become al- 
moft entirely ufelefs. They then 
recurred to the more vfual method 
of loans, which were negociated 
both at home and abroad, toa con- 
fiderable amount. 

But in fpite of all the refources 
they could invent, their difficultics 
increafed. ‘To have fome idea of 
thete it is only neceffary to recur in 
the moft curfory manner to the ftate 
publithed by congrefs of their re- 
ceipts and difburfements for the year 
1782. Vor the fervice of this year 
that aflembly had ftated the necef- 
fary revenue at 1,800,0 ol. Of 
this fum only g4,scol. were raifed 
by the refpective colonies, 187, sool. 
were borrowed in France and Hol- 
lane, and there were 69,7501. in the 
public treafury at the commence. 
mencement of the year: the whole 
amounting to 351.7501. This fcanty 
pittance fcarcely exceeded the mere 
expence requifite for feeding their 
army, and was nearly doubled by 
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the article of their pay, leaving for 
the prefeat that of clothing totally 
out of the quettion. A fituation 
like this muft be attended with the 
greateft inconveniencies. ‘I heir 
army was hardly fed, and could not 
expect to be clothed, So far from 
being able to difcharge any of the 
demands that were made upon them, 
they could not even pay the intereft 
of their debts: they ranin arrears 
with every body connected with the 
ublic fervice ; and more than three 
ourths of their creditors were not 
thofe of choice, but neceiiry. In 
this fituation the faith of the govern- 
menc was violated; its credit de- 
ftroyed ; and there was the moftim- 
minent danger of their being totally 
without anarmy. How their forces 
were kepttogecher we fhall prefently 
have occation to fee. 

Tr mu& be an extraordinary fpec- 
tacic to the inhabitants of this coun- 
try, who labour under a debt of 
more than 250,c00,cool. and who 
yet regularly pay the intcrefl of this 
debt, and maintain a credit fuperior 
to that of any other nation in the 
world, to contemplate a people, 
vaitly fupetior in extent of territory, 
and almott half as numerous as 
themfelves, with a debt of little 
more than o,450,cool. new to cxer- 
tion, unworn with refources, in a 
ftace only thore of actual and declar- 
ed bankruptcy. [tis not to be doubt- 
ed that, though not opulent, they 
are inherently capable of placing 
their finances in a regular and cre- 
ditable itate. The celebrated Dr. 
Fran“lin, who may be contidered as 
the founder of their liberties and the 
facher of their conftiturion, in a letter 
upon the fubject that has been given 
to the public, has blamed them for 
the neglect of this in the itrongett 
and moft unqualified language. Ir 
is natural for us to enquire into the 
principles of their conduct, 





One of thefe, at which we 
have already hinted, is the novelty 
of their fitnation. Age is ay jg. 
difpenfible contiruent in every 
thing venerable: the Americans fee! 
the reality of their expences; they 
do not feel the weight and dignity 
of government. Recollecting that 
but the other day it originated jp 
their own choice, their fenfe of 
equality is fomewhat too vivid for 
practice, and they are ina flatea 
proaching to that of nature. There 
13 tooan intrinfic teeblenefs in their 
fupreme legiflature. The general 
congrefs may fix the revenue to be 
raifed by each province, butas they 
have no power to inforce their deci 
fion, nor even to fix the funds upon 
which it flall be raifed, this prero- 
gative 1s weak and ineflicicat. The 
individual ttates have conceived a 
jealouly of their common repre 
featative ; and where private in 
tere(t coincides with corporate views, 
it is no wonder the prejudice fhould 
be itrong and invincible. Con 
grefs recommended a certain propor. 
tion of revenue to be railed by each 
fate: the quota paid in was inf 
nitely fhort of the fum ftipulated, 
A duty of five per cent upon all 
goods imported was then propofed; 
atax, the lighteft, the mott equal 
and unexceptionable that can be 
conceived. After a delay of two 
years, one flate entirely refufed it 
concurrence, another withdrew tts 
afient once given, and a third re. 
turned no anfwer. Proceedings like 


thefe were totally deftructive of all: 


revenue. It was to be expected that 
the inhabitants of provinces whot 
leviilatures had voted any tax, when 
they faw their neighbours and fel 
low fubjects totally exempt from 
the burden, would employ ¢very 
evafion to avoid paying it. Ther 
ceivers feem to have connived at thele 
¢valons, and to have been extreme 
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ty remifs in collection, To remedy 
this evil, congrefs propofed to be al- 
lowed to appoint its own officers of 
revenue. The idea was rejected with 
indignation. 
a was the ftate of the Ameri- 
can revenues in the laft year of the 
war. Upon the reftoration of peace 
it was natural to look back to their 
undigefted and difordered {tate, and 
efpecially to make fome provition 
for the intereft of the debt they had 
contracted, which, ifnot now done, 
muft hereafter feem comnptetely 
hopelefs and defperate. With thefe 
views, und in this important fituation 
the general congrefs published their 
recommendation of the 18th Ot 
April 1783, 2 paper replete with 
wifdom, moderation and found 
vlicy ; and which, together with 
the addrefs accompanying it, may 
thaps be confidered as the moit 
refpettable .ecord they have yet 
furnifhed to the world. 
They flate the various motives of 
juftice, good faith, honour and gra- 
titude, which call upon the Ameri- 
can republic for an early and ef- 
feftual provifion for the interett of 
thedebt: adebt owing partly to anal- 
ly, to whom they were uponevery ac- 
count under the greatett obligations ; 
orto individuals in a foreign coun- 
try, who had been the firit to give 
fu precious a token of their confi- 
dence : and partly to the illuftrious 
and patriotic band of fellow citizens, 
who had defended their, liberties 
with their blood; or to citizens, 
who by the tenor of their obligation 
were enutled to the principal of 
their loan, They eftimate the in- 
tereft at 543,6001.; which they re- 
commend to be levied by a duty of 
five per cent. upon all goods im- 
ported in the firtt place, and by 
fuch other funds in addition as each 
ftate {hall provide inits refpective 
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proportion. ‘They point out the ne. 
ceflity of making this provifion ote 
indivifible and irrevocable act, fince 
in no other way could the nationat 
credit be fecured, and fuch an uni. 
verfal confidence infpired, as itty 
enable government to fubftictife 
loans of a moderate intereit in teu 
of their prefent debt bearing [Ix 
percent. They therefore propute 
that the provifion fhall not take eF- 
fect, till it has been acceded to {p 
every part by all the ftares, after 
which it fhall be irrevocable by oe 
or more flates without the contur- 
rence of the whole ora Inajorny of 
the United States in consteis. “To 
mect however the objeAions that had 
been made in former initances, they 
liniitc the duration of this reveade 
to the term of wwentyefive years; 
and leave to the flutes themfelves 
the appointment of its receivers, 
making them in the mean time 
amenable to and removable by con- 
grefs alone: though, as they ob- 
ferve, by the itri& maxiins of nati- 
oui credit, the revenue ought mani- 
feitly to be co-exiftent with its ob- 
ject ;_ and the collection in evety 
refpect under the authority which 
is to difpenfethe one und be refpoh- 
fible forthe other. But they hope, 
by the tncreafe of the revenue from 
commerce, by requifitions to be 
made from time to time for that pur- 
pofe, and by fueh ceffions of vacant 
territory as had already been recom. 
mended, that the whole debt may be 
extinguifhed within the limited 
term. “ 

As this important and final re- 
coinmendation has not yet been con- 
fidered by the affemblies of all the 
ftates, it fees advifable to termi- 
nate here all that can be offered to 
the public upon this fubjecét for the 
prefent year, 

dt the circumftances we have re- 

lated 
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Jated feem to favour the opinion that 
the provinces of North America 
might yet have beem reduced, it 
fhould be remembered on the other 
hand, that thefe difficulties were not 
new, but had been felt in a greater 
or lefy degree through the whole 
courfe of the war; and that, in 
whatever otherpoints the Americans 
differed, they manifetted to the latt 
the mit uniform inflexibility in the 
caufe they had efpoufed. We may 
form fome idea of the value they 
fet vpon their independence from 
this fingle circumitance ; that the 
unexampled diflrefles to which the 
army was reduced could fearcely 
prevail upon any to defert the com- 
mon ttandard ; and that in all their 
mutinies and difcontents, no confi- 
deration could induce them to fly 
into the arms of plenty, and join 
the Britih torces. 

There is one of the objects in- 
terelted in this exilting infolvency 
of the United States, which, both 
on account of its affecting fituation 
and the critical ttate in which it 
placed the new republic, demands a 
feparate confideration ; we mean 
the army. The difficulties we have 
defcribed will naturally be fuppofed 
to have fallen chiefly upon the of- 
ficers. At firit they engaged in the 
fervice, without regard to confe- 
quences, and animated fingly by 
that daring fpiritof refittance which 
was diffufed through the whole con- 
tinent. But as the war grew into 
length, as they began to feel the 
want of every convenience of life, 
_and could fee betore them no prof- 
pect of tranquility and competence 
to recompenfe their prefent hard- 
fhips, their difcontents broke forth, 
and their refignations were fo fre- 
quent, as fometimes to threaten the 
total diffolution of the army. To 
remedy thefe evils, the general con- 

I 





grefs, upon two feveral Occafiogs 
in 1778 and 1780, voted a half 
pay tor life to the officers, and 
gratuity of 181. equivalent to , 
year s pay, to the foldiers who thoyli 
continue in the fervice to the clog 
of the war, 

By thefe expedients the murmyy 
of the army were for a time filege. 
ed: but, as the arrears continually 
increafed, as many of the {tates ap. 
peared diffatisfied with the bounty of 
congrefs, and as the payment of 
this bounty, or, regarding it in the 
clafs of the public debts, a fecurity 
for the regular difcharge of its i» 
tereit, appeared as diftant as ever, the 
officers found it neceffary in the 
clofe of the year 1782, to reprefent 
to congreis their hardthips. They 
demanded a fupply of prefent pay, 
and a fecurity and certificates for the 
engagements of congrefs in their 
behalt ; and they offered to com- 
mute their half pay for life, for full 
pay for a certain number of year, 
or for a fum in grofs. All the a 
fwerthcy cbtained to this reprefer- 
tation was a month’s pay in note, 
and foinme time after a commutation 
of their half pay into full pay for 
five years. Previoutly however 
this laft decifion, an attempt wa 
made, early in March 1783, toi 
duce the army to more vigorouspr- 
ceedings, which wag only defeated 
by the wifdom and prefence of min 
ot their commander in chief. Ans 
though this affair terminated m4 
more favourable way than cous 
have been expected, yet the offices 
came to an explicit refolvtion, 
‘© That they confided in congt 
thar they would not difband or Gi 
perfe the army, until their accous® 
were liquidated, the balances acc 
rately aicertained, and adequié 
funds proviced for payment.” 7 

To comply with this a ats? 
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was however a matter of fome difli- 
culty. The funds could not be com- 
pletely provided, till all the ftates had 
accepted fuch a recommendation of 
congrefs, as that we have already 
recited of the 18thof Apnil. In the 
mean time, in the preient precari- 
ous ftate of their finances, the moit 
rigid aeconomy was indifpenfible. 
It was abfolutely neceflary that fome 
part of their pay fhould e advane- 
ed to the army before they quitted 
the field, and this could only be 
done by removing immediately the 
expence incurred for their fufte- 
nance. ‘Three months pay in bills 
of fix months credit was the mode 
propofed ; and even certificates of 
their farther demand, upon the fale 
or fecurity of which money might 
occafionally be raifed, do not ap- 

ear to have been granted, Previ- 
oufly to the fcanty advance we have 
mentioned, orders were iflued by 
congrefs on the 26th of May for 
the granting immediate turloughs 
to the foldicrs inlifted to ferve dur- 
ing the war. At the prefling defire 
of his officers, general Wathington 
fo far modified his orders, as to per- 
mit the officers to attend the fol- 
diers by detachment to the different 
parts to which they might retire ; 
but the army was eventually dif- 
peried, 

It is obvious to remark under 
thele circumitances how very cri+ 
tical was the fituation of America. 
Any one man of fuperior abilities 
and figure in the army might pro- 
bably have wrought them up to the 
moit fatal refolutions: and had ge- 
neral Wafhington felt the ambition 
ot a Cromwell, he was now placed 
ina more favourable fituation than 
Cromwell ever poffefled. But the 
paffions of this illuftrious general 
Were under the ftricteft regulation ; 
he had no ambition but that which 
bis conceptions of virtue infpired ; 
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and having completed the purpofe 
for which he accepted the com- 
mand, he panted for nothing but 
tranquility and retirement. 

It was upon this occafion he wrote 
the circular letter of the ith of 
June to the governors of the feveral 
ftates, which has been fo much ad- 
mired. After having congratulated 
them in a ftrain of the moft pathetic 
and natural eloquence upon the at- 
tainment of the great object of their 
common exertions, he proceeds to 
recommend an indiffoluble union 
with their federal head, and a fa- 
cred regard to public juftice. Un- 
der the firft of chefe heads, he ob- 
ferves, that their harmony and feli- 
city among themfelves, and their 
firength and confideration with fo- 
reign powers, entirely depend upon 
the weight and authority that fhall 
be attributed to the general con- 
grefs. Under the fecond, he re- 
commends in the moft explicit man- 
ner a compliance with the requifi- 
tion of congrefs of the 1&th of 
April, as their laft refuge from na- 
tional bankruptcy, and expatiates in 
the moft lively terms upon the me- 
rits of thearmy. ‘* Who,” cries 
he, ** does not remember the fre- 
quent declarations at the commence- 
ment of the war, that we flould be 
completely fatisfied, if at the ex- 
pence of one half we could defend 
the remainder of our poffeffions ? 
Where is the man to be found, who 
wifhies to remain indebted for the 
defence of his own perfon and pro- 
perty, to the exertions, the bravery 
and the blood of others, without 
making one generous effurt to repay 
the debt of honour and of gratitude ? 
In what part of the continent thal] 
we find any man or body of men, 
who would not blufh to ftand up 
and propofe meafures purpofely cal- 
culated to rob the foldicr of his {li- 
pend, and the public creditor of his 
due?” 
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due?’® He obferves, chat he may 
be accufed of ftepping beyond the 
line of his duty; but he appeals to 
the integrity of his intentions. He 
is determined to accept 20 compen- 
fation for himfelf, and hé afpires 
atter nothing but an honourable re- 
treat. 

The army in general retired un- 
der thefe difadvantageous circum- 
ftances, in a manner which tended 
to give the finifhing luftre to their 
character. In Philadelphia, how- 
ever, on the 21ft of June, a body 
of five hundred armed foldiers fur- 
roundéd the houfe in which the 
congrets ufually fat, in order to 
preter their complaints to the ex- 
ecutive council, ‘This affembly, by 
a fpirited refolution, which tended 
to bring the fituation of the army to 
an immediate crifis, adjourned their 
feffion to Princetéwn in Jerfey. On 
the 18th of October following, they 
iffued their final orders for difband- 
ing the army. On the 27th of No- 
vember, the city of New York, after 
many delays, was evacuated by fir 
Guy Carleton. And on the 23d of 
December general Wathington fie 
nally refigned his comm‘fion amidit 
the acclamations and applaufe of the 
whole continent of America. 

The fubje& which occationed the 
{tay of our troops in New York 
long atter the time in which they 
were expected to have retreated, Was 
the affair of the loyalils. The con- 
erefs delayed the recommendation 
which they had engaged to make in 
their behalt,; till the execuiion of 
the definitives treatics; and in the 
mean time feveral of thefe unfortu- 
nate people, probably with an ill- 
teteed precipitation, repaired to 


different parts of the continent. Be 
thar as it will, they were almot 
every where diimified with oblo- 
quy; and a greatnumber of towns, 
and tome proviacial aflemblies de- 
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clared themfelves againtt thet j, 
terms of the utmotft opprobrium agg 
afperity. In a few places how. 
ever more generous and magnani. 
mous fentiments prevailed ; and the 
affemblics of Connecticut and North 
Carolina in particular appeared dif. 
pofed to throw paft mifunderftand. 
Ings into Oblivion, with the ex 
tion of fuch perfous as had borne 
arms, Or accepted commiffions fp 
ferve againft their country. The 
promifed recommendation of con. 
grefs made its appearance on the 
rgth of January, 1784, 

But this was not the only fubje& 
that gave rife toa (pirir ofcoldnefs and 
dittance between our late colonify, 
and the mother country. On the 
fecond of July, the privy council of 
England iffued an order, that proved 
particularly obnoxious to the Ame. 
ricans, limiting the commerce be. 
tween that continent and our Wel 
Indian iflands to Britith bottoms, 
Both the pride and intereft of the 
Unired States were fo much in 
trenched upon by this prohibition, 
that three of their provincial affem- 
bhies made immediate requifitionsto 
the congrefs for 2 proclamation, for- 
bidding all commercial intercourt 
with the Britith iflands in thofe feas. 

In the courfe of this year, their 
independence was recognized by a 
mott all the powers of Europe, and 
commercial treaties were negociated 
with the courts of Stockholm and 
Peterfburgh. ‘That of Madrid, by 
a fingular paradox, though engage 
in the war on their behalf, het 
never acknowleged their fovereigat’, 
and even when peace was concluded, 
feemed unwilling co concede a port 
which was virtually included 1m the 
firft ftep they had taken in their fe 
vour. With an ill grace howevel 
they at length contented to reco} 
nize them for fovercign andi 
pendent itates. 
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We mentioned in our preceding 
volume the conduct held and the 
effets produced _by Mr. Henry 
Flood, in the clofe of that impor- 
tant feffion of the Irith parliament, 
which had produced the declaration 
of rights, and obtained the repeal 
ot the declaratory law of king 
George the Firlt. For fome time 
he had to flruggle againft the {pirit 
and temper of Ireland, the voice of 
her moft admired patriot, and the 
fatisfaction and gratitude with which 
the nation was impreffed tor the ac- 
quifitions fhe had made. But he 
{upported himfelt uncer thele dit 
advantages with a characteriftic in- 
trepidity and perfeverance, and his 
efforts were not loft. Nothing could 
be more unqueftionable in theory 
than the ground he bad taken, that 
the repeal of a declaratory law was 
fomething very different trom the 
renunciation of the fuppofed right 
which that law was intended to de- 
clare. On the other hand it was 
urged, that the fpirit and plain im- 
plication of the repeal was tanta- 
mount to a renunciation, that no 
human fecurity could go higher, and 
that, if circumftances changed, and 
Britain fhould once again advance 
the claim of right to bind Ireland, 
in Oppofition to the purpofe of the 
preent repeal, the would with equal 
ele antiquate the moft exprefs re- 
nunciations that could be formed. 

The nation however, was now in 
a fiate of perturbation and inqui- 
etude ; an object was abfolutely ne- 
ceflary upon which to employ their 
lupertiuous activity : and thofe more 
confiderable ones which have fince 
engaged fo much of their attention 
had not yet fuggetled themfelves. 
In this fituation they were caught 
with the logical acutenefs, the reit- 
lefs ability and enthufiaitic fervour 
of Mr. flood. The flame, once 
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lighted up in the ifland, prefently 
fpread from man to man, and from 
corps to corps. It was the voice of 
the whole country, that a voluntary 
and exprels renunciation on the 
part of Great Britain, and an act of 
the Irith parliament afcertaining 
and fecuring the rights of that coun- 
try, were indifpentibly neceilary to 
complete the glorious tibric of their 
hberties. Toevince its u uverfality 
it caught even the corps of inde- 
pendent Dublin volunteers, com- 
manded by Mr. Henry Grat an; 
and that patriot, for whom but a 
few months before his country had 
thought no gratitude too great, to 
whom they were realy to ere& fia. 
tues, and almotl to proftrate them- 
ielves in adoration, in the montho 
December 1782 thought himielf 
obliged to fignify to the corps he 
commanded, his defire that the 
would provide him witha fucceffor. 
Another affair that yave fome un. 
eafinefs to the Irish nation was the 
attempt that was made for raifin 
fix reyiments of troops, paid — 
officered by the Britith government, 
under the denomination ot fencibles. 
This was regarded as a meafure par- 
ticularly ‘ypftile to the army of vo- 
lunteers. Indeed it could fcarcely 
be doubted that their numerous 
forces were fufficient tor the defence 
of theifland; and it feemed to be 
under the influence of this convice 
tion, that their parliament had late- 
ly permitted our government to 
withdraw five thouland of the re- 
gular troops flationed in that coun- 
wy. The refolutions  againtt the 
fencibles were eyually numerous 
and unanimous wih thole for the 
better fecuring the independence of 
their legiflature. An attempt was 
made publicly toexclude them trom 
the fociety of their countrymen, 
aud their appearance feems to have 
N been 
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been every where attended with ex- 
prefhons of deteftation and abhor- 
rence. 

Bur thefe caufes of jealoufy ap- 
pear to have been alltora time tor- 
eotten in the popularity of the ad- 
miniftration of lord Temple, who 
now held the office of lord leute- 
nant ‘The fplendour of this noble- 
min’s appearance, the fumptuouf- 
nets of his turniture, and the hofpi- 
tulity of bis board were particu- 
birly conzenial to the focial and 
fellive diipofition of the people 
ameng whom he pretided. Ad. 
dretles flowed in Upon him trom 
every: quarter, and good humour 
and confidence feemed once more re: 
ftored in a kingdom Jately dittin- 
guifhed by tumult and fufpicion. 
We will exbrace the opportunity 
whch tits temporary fufpention 
atlor's us to break off our narrative. 
The fubequent tranfactions will 
more property connect with the en- 
fuiny feflion ot their parliament. 
It is only neceffary to add, that 
during the period we have been de- 
feribing, agents arrived in Ivelind 
from the extled Genevefe: that a 
diltrictavas marked out for their co- 
lony; and thatthe government, the 
nobility and the people, feemed to 
vie with each other in the counte. 
nance they afforded to thete iiluf- 
trious martyrs to the caufe of li- 
berry. On the 3d of day ot June, 
lord Northineton arrived at Dublin 
as fuccetfor to lord Temple, and on 
the 
wis . 

‘The fj rit ot freedom and refor- 


roth ot ‘uly the parhament 


iiflolvee by proclanvat bor 


mation, Which, as we have obferved, 
orietnated with the fucce(Stul refitt- 
ance ot America, and diffuled itfelt 
through dittant parts «of the uni- 
werfe, at length reached the king- 

Seotlind. As they had 
been late in entering the carcer, they 
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feemed difpofed to compentfate for 
this circumitance by feizing at once 
the moit important and decifive 
ground of reform, a more equal re. 
prefentation. ‘the ftate of repre. 
{entation indeed in Scotland was 
particularly inadequate. In theig 
burghs, the mayiitrates regularly 
elected their fucceffors, and by thele 
the members were brought into par. 
hament. Even in their counties, 
by the method which had been prac. 
tifed of creating nominal and fidi. 
tious votes, the whole power of ¢. 
lection was placed ina very few fe 
milies. “The burghs were particu. 
lariy che fubject of complaint ; and 
mectings were pretty generally held, 
and delegates chofen to conhder of 
the means of redrefs. Another 
grievance of which they complained, 
and which was particularly uncon: 
gemahkto the prefbyrertan diferling, 
was the admitiion of lay patronage. 
The foundation feemed to be laid tor 
fome important proceedings, and, 
as it has been remarked, that the 
Scottifh nation are dittinguithed tor 
perfeverance and inflexibility, the 
{pirit that has been awakened may 
not perhaps fubfide without produce 
lig tume confiderable effects. a 
‘The principal warlike traniaction 
that ialis within the prefent year, 
excluiive by of the affairs of the Eatt 
Indies, is the recapture of the Ba 
huma tlands by colonel Deveaux 
‘This young adventurer is an Ames 
rican loyaliit, and bis activity being 
prevented from exercifing itfelt m 
its favourite field aguiott bis Fe 
countrymen, he mediraced 
fome difant enterprie, 1 which 
to fignalize his courage. Not have 
ing heard of the treaty of peaces 
he failed on the firft of April, with 
tiwo privateers and about luxty = 
upon an expeaition entirely & rf 
a as rank New [ovr 
own expence, againit 4 
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dence, the only fortified place in 
the Bahamas. He ftaid to recruit 


in the iflands nearer to Eaft Florida, 
from whence he had failed, and by 
this means increafed his little army 
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to about 220 men. Onthe 18th the 
ifland furrendered. The returns of 
his capture were feven gallies, 
eighty-three pieces of artillery, and 
five or fix hundred troops, 
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PRINCIPAL OCCURRENCES 


In the Year 1783. 


JANUARYY. 
1. HIS being New Year’s-day, 


there was a very numerous 
court at St. James’s, when their ma- 
ieities received the compliments of 
the nobility, &c. 

Notice was given, that the tables 
of lady Charlotte Finch, madam 
Mould, Mrs. Clevely, &c. were to 
be abolifhed, and ftipeads allowed in 
their ftead. 

A leticr was received at the Ad- 
miralty, from capt. Ingletield of the 
Centaur, giving an account of the 
lofs ot that fhip near the Weftern 
Iflands, and of his infufterable hard- 
fhips tor 16 days in an open boat, 
with to only of his men anda boy. 

Bofton, Nowember, 4. Latt Friday 
noon the remains of the chevalier de 
la Pine, knight of the order of Malta, 
and enfign of his moft Chriftian ma- 
jeity’s trigate l’Amazon, were ho- 
nourably interred, 

The proceffion began with a com- 
pany ot marines, their arms fe- 
cured, and muffled drums. 

A pricit bearing a filver crucifix. 
Immediately after, . 

The BODY, 

Carried in a fling by four marines, 
and the pall fupported by fix 
officers, each with a light- 

_ _ ed taper. 

Two priefts, one of them in his 
white robes, reading the burial 
tervice, and both with tas 

pers burning, 





Then followed 
His excellency the marquis de Va- 
dreuil, 
His honour the lieutenant governor, 
The honourable council, 
The reverend clergy, 

The feleétmen, and many of the moft 
refpectable gentlemen of the town, 
Accompanied by the 
Field and other offigers of the Bafton 
regiment in their unitorms. 
The whole efcorted 
By a number of French officers. 

The ceremony exhibited a new 
proof of the cordiality, fympathy, 
and friendhhip that fubfift between 
the fubjeéts of France and America. 

An account received from Surat, 
O&. 8, fays, a dreadful flor arofe, 
which carried univerfal deflruction. 
The whirlwind fwept into the {fea 
more than 30-0 inhabitants. 

Peterfourg, Nov. 21. The em- 
prefs ettablifhed public banks at 
Archangel, Riga, Revel, Cafan, and 
Cherfon; the two latter to have 
for the firft year a capital of 30c,0co 
roubles, Archangel andRiga200,c 00, 
and Revel 100,000. 

Advice was received that the pa- 
lace of \Warfaw was burnt down. 

The king of Prutfia has laid a re- 
ftriction on the prefs, unlefs fuch pro- 
ductions receive the approbation of 
cenfors appointed for that purpofe. 

Eatradl of a letter from Prague. 

The beginning of December a 
fort of popular commotion happened 
here, on account of the firft public 
(A 2) interment 
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interment of Proteftants fince the 
edict of toleration. 

A letter from Lifvon has the fol- 
lowing article. It is impoflible for 
me to defcribe the diitrefs of the 

oor in this country for want of 
wen the profpect of a famine is 
alarming; we have only a little [n- 
glian wheat, which the poor ufed to 
be fed with, but the rich are now 
lad of it, 

Many ufeful reforms are making 
in Spain, among the mott beneficial 
are the fuppreffion of the inquifition, 
and the admiffion of foreigners of 

ll religions not excepting Jews. 

A fire broke out near the mofque 
of the fulran Achmet, at Conftanti- 
nople in Dec. laft, which reduced 
ten palaces to afhes. 

The new grand vifier ordered the 
throats of ten or twelve perfons to 
be cut, on being accufed of having 
concealed combuftible materials in 
different quarters of the city, 

Genoa, The government hath 
demanded of the chiefs of all the re- 
ligious communities an exact ftate of 
all their effects, fpecifying the man- 
ner in which they became putefled 
of them, and their value. 

According to the laft letters from 
Mentz, feveral Jew families from 
Minorca and Gibraltar, have de- 
manded leave to fettle in that clec- 
torate, and eftablifh trade and ma- 
nufactures. This permitiion was not 
only granted, but they are declared 
¢xempt from all taxes for the fpace 
of thirty years, and are allowed to 
build a fynayogue. 

Letters from Paris fay, that fince 
the repeal or the penal laws againtt 
the Roman Catholics of Ireland, 
fearcely an officer or private man 
have entered into the Ith brigades. 

Utrecht, Dec. 27. A vefolution of 
their high mightinefles the ftates 
general, dated the oth inftant, con- 
erring te Englifh packet-boat the 
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Dolphin, — Flynn, which was 
ftopt by order of the Province of 
Zealand, authorifes the College of 
admiralty of that province to admit 
the claim of the {aid captain or hig 
affigns, if they apply for it, 

The ftates general of Holland 
publithed a placart, in which ¢ 
offered a reward of 1coo golden ry- 
ders (about 12000 guineas) to 
one, even an accomplice, who would 
difcover the author or authors of g 
libel, intituled, The true Caufe of 
the Decline of that Republic, ing 
Letter found between Utrecht and 
Amersfort, in which the princefsaf 
Orange in particular was very much 
vilified; the fame placart forbad the 
reprinting of the faid libel on 
of paying a fine of 6¢0> florins 
(about 5401.) 

Hague, Fan. 15. ‘The three re. 
giments, known by the name of the 
Scotch brigade, were actually under 
the command of the national troops 
of Utrecht. The officers had fix 
weeks given them to confider of a 
new oath, but the colonels comman- 
dant demanded longer time. About 
fitry officers retired from that fer- 
vice, viz. fix or eight field oft- 
cers, twelve captains, and thiny 
fubalterns. ‘Thefe gallant veterans 
did not think it confiftent with thei 
honour as Britifh fubjeds, to take 
the new oath lately ordered to be 
impofed, which was virtually © 
make them abjure their native cout 
try. Several of them arrived @ 
Briftol, fully trufting to the relo 
lution of the Britifh cabinet cour 
cil, who refolved, that they 
be taken under his majefty’s prot 
tion, 

The commanders of the thre 
Scots regiments in the Datch i 
vice, generals Houtfton, Scews% 
and Dundas, were to enjoy their pe? 
during life, without being oblige? 
fubfcribe the oath, or do ay “ 
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on account of their lony and meri- 
rorious fervicese ; 

New York, Fan. 2. Arrived the 
fhip Duchefs of Gordon, capt. 
Holmes, in 15 days, from Charles- 
Town, South Carolina. She failed 
from thence on the igth ult. with a 
fleet, confitting of about 70 fail, co 
of which were bound for this port, 
having on board the foreign and 

rovincial troops, under convoy of 
fi, majefty’s fhips Aflurance, 
Charles-Town, and Hound ; the re- 
mainder, confifting of about 20 fail, 
parted with them off Charles Town 
bar on the 18th, bound for Eng- 
land. On the 17tha fleet of up- 
wards of so fail, with the Britith 
troops, and the principal part of the 
inhabitants of Charles Town, failed 
from thence to Jamaica. 

Of the fleet late under the com- 
mand of the comte de Grafle, the 
following have been taken, funk, 
burnt, or defiroyed:— Ville de Pa- 
ris, 104 guns, fuppofed to have 
foundered; Hector, 74, fince foun- 
dered; Glorieux, 74, fuppofed to 
have foundered; Cefar, 74, fince 
burnt; Diadem, 74, funk; Caton, 
63, taken; Ardent, 64, taken; 


Magnifique, 74, loft going into Bof- ~ 


ton; Palmier, 74, foundered; Sci- 
pio, 74, driven on fhore by Torbay, 
and burnt; Jafon, 64, taken in the 
Mona Paflage with the Caton; St. 
Efpirit, 80, condemried at Bofton.— 
Total of thips, 1 2; ditto, of guns,$84. 
All this was the confequence of 
one fingle battle; in which alone 
the French loft within one as man 
capital fhips as in the whole of king 
William's war ; forthe lofs to France, 
during that period, confifted of two 
fhips of 104 guns each, one of go, 
two of So, three of 76, one of 74, 
~ of 70, one of 68, and two of 
There are now on the navy half- 
pay lit 243 captains, 172 matters 
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and commanders, and 910 lieuten. 
ants, which have been added there 
to fince the commencement of the 
war in 1776, exclufive of thofe kills 
ed, or died, in that period. 
Accurate ftate of the navies of 
Great Britain, France, Spain, and 
Holland, in commiffion at the end 
of the year 1782. 
Gr, Brit. Francz.Spain, Hol, 


Line fhips 105 89 53 32 
Fifties ya oe ee 
Large frigates 63 49 12 é g 
Small ditto $9 54 36 7 

Sloops 217 86 3r 13 
Cutters 43..22 0.0 
Armed fhips 24 © © oO 
Bombs . hh tn 
Firefiips eS, By S6503 
Yachts o 0 @ 


The following are the names of 
the captains of his majeity’s navy, 
killed fince the commencement of the 
war, with the names of cach fhip 
they commanded, and on what tta- 
tion they were. 

Wett Indies. 
Captain names. Ships names. 
Captain Watfon, Conqueror. 
Griffiths, Ditto. 
Hon.Hen.St. John, Intrepid. 


Bayne, Alfred. 
Blair, Anfon, 

Ld, Rob. Manners, Refolution. 
Everett, Ruby. 


Eait Indies. 

Stephens, Superb. 
Reynolds, Excter. 

North America. 
Smith, Trepafley. 

Europe. 

Pownall, Apollo. 
MacartneyPrincefs Amelia. 

The number of prifoners of war 
in England, French, Dutch, Ame- 
ricans, and Spaniards, amounted to 
4160 men to - exchanged. 

6. This being Tweltth Day, the 
fame was obferved as a fettival by 
the royal family at Windfor. 

(A 3) ; 8. \ 
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8. A chapter of the Bath was held 
at St. James’s, when general Grey 
was invefted with the infignia of that 
order. 

1 . The Bank of Scotland offered 
4o0cél. for 12 months, free of inte- 
reft, to the magiftrates of Aberdeen, 
to purchafe corn for the reliet of the 
poor; and tocol. tor the charity 
workhoufe at Stirling. 

11. The king fignified his plea- 
fure to the lords commiffioners of 
the Admiralty, that the uniform 
clothing worn by the flag officers ot 
his majelty’s fleet, fhould be altered 
in the manner mentioned at the toot 
hereof; and that commodores hav- 
ing captiins under them, the firft 
captain tothe admiral of the ficet, 
and firft captains to admirals com- 
manding in chief fyuadrons of 20 
fail of the line or more, fhall he dif- 
tinguifhed by wearing the fame frock 
uniform as rear-admirals. 

Such flag officers, however, as 
were provided with the Ainiforms 
were permitted to wear the fame tll 
the end of the prefent vear. 
UNIPORMS of the Flag-Officers 

ot his Majefty’s Fleet to be here- 

after as follows: 
FULL DRESS. 

Admiral’s.—A blue cloth coat, 
with white cuffs, white wailtcoat and 
breeches; the coat and waiftcoat to 
be embroidered with gold, in pat- 
tern and defeription the fame as that 
worn by the generals of his majetty’s 
army; three rows of embroidery 
upon the cuff. 

Vice - Admiral’s, — Ditto, with 
embroidery the fame that worn by 
licutenant-generals; two rows of 
embroidery on the cuff. 

Rear-Admiral’s. Ditto, with em- 
broidery the fame as that worn by 
major-venerals ; one row of em- 
broid-ry on the cuff, 

Butt ns the fame pattern as are 
Now 10 ule. 
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UNDRESS. 

Admiral’s.—A blue cloth frock 
with bluc cuff and blue lappels; em, 
broidered button-holes like thof 
now in ufe, fram the top to the bot. 
tom of the lappel, at equal dittance 
and three on the cuff. 

Vice-Admiral’s.— Ditto,withbut. 
ton-holes three and three. 

Rear-Admiral’s.—Ditto, with but. 
ton-holes two and two, 

Plain white waiftcoats & breeches, 

Buttons the fame pattern as be. 
fore worn. 

Ediniurgh, Fan. 13. The direc. 
tors of the Royal Bank made offer 
to the magiftrates of soool. fterling, 
free of interet for 13 months, for 
the purpofe of purchafing corn for 
the relief of the poor. 

1s. The feflions bean at the Old 
Bailey. 

16. ‘The report was made to his 
majetty, of the convicts under fen- 
tence of death in Newgate, when 
John Johnfon, John Lawfon, John 
Booker, Thomas Crowder, John 
Fitzgerald, William Woods, and 
Thomas Cope, were ordered {orex- 
ecution on the 22d infiant. 

17. Daniel M‘Ginnis was tried 
for the wilful murder of John Har- 
dy, hatter, in Newgate-ftreet, where 
Mr. M‘Ginnis lodged, by ftabbing 
him in the left breaft, with a thor 
tuck, or bayonet, which entered his 
heart. This unhappy accident was 
occafioned by fome water thrown ovt 
of Mr. M‘Ginnis’s window, on Mr. 
Hardy’s fky-light, who going up 
fairs to remonftrate with Mr. 
M‘Ginnis, words arofe, which pro 
ceeded to this fatalextremity. Mr. 
M‘Ginnis had a moft excellent chi 
racter given him as a quiet, harm 
lefs, inoffenfive, and humane per 
fon, by gentlemen of great rank. 

The feffions ended at the Ol 
Bailey. 

After the trials ended the rd 
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ed fentence on the London con- 
vidts, viz- on two the fentence of 
tran{portation to America, feven to 
hard labour in the houfes of correc- 
tion, five imprifoned in Newgate, 
and five to be whipt. 

18. The feffion ended on the 
Middlefex fide, when 10 convicts 
received judgement of death; 8 fen- 
tenced to be tranfported to America ; 
20 to be kept to hard labour in the 
houfe of correction; 2 to be im- 
prifoned in Newgate ; and 21 dif- 
charged by proclamation. 

This being her majetty’s birth- 
day, the fame was obferved as 
ufual. nts . 

20. Captain Chriftic, late captain 
of the Hannibal man of war, arrive 
ed in a Danith veffel from India, 
and brings an account of the lofs of 
the Dartmouth Eaft Indiaman, cap- 
tain Thompfon, having upwards of 
160,0c0l. in fpecie on board, be- 
fides a valuable cargo. By the fame 
channel we alfo learn, that Sir Eyre 
Coote had taken the field with fix 
months provifions, in order to oppofe 
the operations of Hyder Ally, and 
the French troops; and that the 
French fleet under M. Suffrein had 
fuffered fo much in the late engage- 
ment with Sir Edward Hughes, as 
to be under the neceffity of quitting 
his former ftation, and return to 
Mauritius to refit. 

Sir Edward Hughes was refitted 
at Trincomale, and was to fail ina 
few daysin queft of the French fleet 
if in the narrow feas. The French 
had Joft 1209 men in the action and 
by ficknefs, alfo near ico2 of thofe 
landed on the coatt. 

The preliminary articles of peace 
between Great Britain and France, 
and Great Britain and Spain, which 
Were fiyned at Verfailles on the 

zoth initant, by Mr. Fitzherbert, 
his majefty’s minitter plenipotenti- 
ary, and the minifters piepipoten- 
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tiary of the courts of France and 


Spain. Vide State Papers, 

Preliminaries with the ftates ge- 
neral of the United Provinces were 
not yet figned ; but a ceffation of 
hoftilities between Great Britain and 
that republic was agreed upon. 

As many people are unable to 
form an adequate idea of the extent 
of the diftriéts ceded in America, 
becaufe the geography of that ifne 
menfe country is not well known. 
It will not be amifs therefore to com- 
pare the diftricts ceded, with coun- 
tries with which we are more ac- 
quainted. The following meafure- 
ments are made with the greateft 
accuracy ! 

The river Ohio is navigable from 
Fort Pitt to its mouth, which is a 
length of 1164 miles— 

The lands on the banks of the 
Ohio, and between the Allegany 
mountains, the lakes Ontario and 
Erie, and the Illinois and Miffifippi 
rivers, Contain 233,200 {quare miles, 
which is nearly equal to Great Brie 
tain and France, whofe contents are 
only 225,237 fquare miles— 

The lands between the Illinois, 
lakes Huron and Superior, and the 
Miflifippi atthe Falls of St. Anthony, 
contain 129,030 fquare miles, near- 
ly equal to Great Britain and Ire 
land, which contain only 131,800 
fquare miles. 

The lands from $t. Anthony’s 
Falls to the South line from the Lake 
of the Woods to the head ofthe 
Milfhifippi, contain 59,000 fquare 
miles, which is more than all Hol- 
land, Flanders, and Ireland, which 
contain only 67,908 fquare miles. 

Eait Florida alone contains 35,0c0 
fquare miles, and is nearly as large 
as Ireland, which has only 35,400 
fquare miles— 

The United States of America 
contain 207,050 fquare miles, nears 
ly as large as all Germany, Flans 


(A 4) ders, 
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ders, ‘Holland, and Switzerland, 
which contain 707,483 fquare miles. 

21. ‘The parliament met accord- 
ing to adjournment. 

The Prufian envoy extraordinary 
made ftrong reprefentations, in the 
name of the king his mafter to the 
Britifh miniftry, concerning the 
capture of a Pruffian fhip; and de- 
manded the immediate releafe of the 
fhip, and the reftitution of the ef- 
fedts taken on board her. 

22. The following malefactors 
were brought out of Newgate, and 
conveyed to Tyburn, where they 
were executed according to their 
fentence; viz. John Booker, Wil- 
liam Woods, John Fitzgerald, John 
Johnfon, John Lawfon, and Tho- 
mas Cope. 

23. Dr. Franklin fent to South 
Carolina nine vine-dreffers from 
Burgundy, and 12,000 fets or plants 
of vines, to try whether thofe plants 
would thrive there. 

Deal, Jan. 23. Twenty thou- 
fand pounds in f{pecie was brought on 
fhore, taken out of the Oaite Emes, 
capt. Laud, a Dutch fhip, from the 
Texel, bound to Batavia, under 
Ruffian colours, which run on ihe 
Goodwin Sands. 

24. Notice was fent from the Ad- 
miralty, to Sir James Marriot, the 
judge of that high court, to confirm 
no more warrants of letter of marque 
for reprifals upon the enemy. 

27. The Highland, or 77th re- 
giment, quartered at Portfmouth, 
which was ordered to embark for the 
Fait Indies, mutinied, and prevent- 
ed their embarkation. 

28. A proclamation was iffued by 
the lord heutenant of Ireland, fig- 
nilying, that the parliament of that 
kingdom, be farther prorogued to 
Tuefday the 25th day of March 
next. 

29. A caufe was decided in the 
court of King’s Bench, of the ut- 
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moft confequence to traders, as jt 
decided a matter much quettioned, 
An eminent tradefman brought an 
ation again Lady Lanf——, 
for goods had and delivered. She 
wis her being a temine coverte; 
the cafe was, that her hufband, lord 
Lanf » had parted trom her, 
allowed her a feparate maintenance, 
and was now fetiled on his eftate in 
Ireland. The queition  theretore 
was, whether, under thefe circum. 
ftances, the plea of coverture was 
to protect the lady from arreft and 
judgement? Lord Mansfield men- 
tioned the cafes where the plea of 
coverture was and was not valid, It 
was not valid where the hufband was 
exiled by the laws of his country, 
becaufe the creditors could not pur- 
fue him for the debt of his wife. It 
was not valid where, by a difcove 
of infidelity to his bed, they had 
been feparated by the laws of their 
country. But the prefent was a new 
cafe. ‘They were parted by content. 
The hufband was in Ireland, and 
the lady refided in England on 
a feparate maintenance. It was im- 
potlible for the creditor in England, 
by the laws of that land, to recover 
his debt from the hufband in Ire- 
land, and therefore, in equity, the 
wife was confidered as a femme fole. 
The caufe was decided ‘againtt lady 
Lanf ———, with cofis of fuit. 

31. His majeity in council was 
pleafed to iffue his royal proclama- 
tion tor difcontinuing the bounues 
to feamen and landmen. . 

A deputation from the body of 
Quebee merchants, prefented a me- 

iorial to the earl of Shelburne. — 

Admiral Pigot, commander in 
chiet of his majeity’s thips at Bar- 
badoes and the Leeward Hands, by 
his letter to Mr. Stephens, dated at 
Barbadoes on the gth of December, 
gives an account, . 

That Le arrived at that ifland on 
2 the 
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the 21f of November, with the 
fquadron under his command, from 


New York; and that rear-admiral 
Sir Richard Hughes joined him, on 
the Sth of December, with the hips 
under his orders, accompanied by 
the Solitaire, a French fhip of war 
of 64 guns, and a {mall trigate of 
24, captured on the 6th, forty 
leagues to windward of Barbadoes. 

apt. Collins, of his _majetty’s 
fhip Ruby, by fuperior failing, got 
up with the Solitaire about twelve 
minutes pait one in the afternoon, 
and the action continued 48 minutes, 
when the latter ftruck. 

The ftate of the national debt, as 
it ftood on the 31{t day of January, 
from authentic records in the houfe 
of commons : 


Debt, funded and L. s. d. 
unfunded 232,354,127 13 9 
Intereft — 11,563,164 26 


The whole revenues of the king- 
dom are only 12,000,279]. notwith- 
flanding the heavy taxes. 

Died lately, in the Netherlands, 
one Martens, aged 100 years and 1 
months. His father lived to the 
age of 104, and his mother to the 
age of 108 years —At Bruflels, 
Elizabeth Deval, aged 103.— At 
Godalmin, in Surry, John Win- 
fhaw, a day-labourer, aged 107 
years. He had been blind the latt 
14 years.—Mrs, Frank, of Ponte- 
fraét, aunt to Bacon Frank, Efq. of 
Campfall, aged 100.—At North 
Kyme, in Lincolnfhire, William 
Thompfon, aged 108.—At Wam- 
phray, Agnes Carmichael, in the 
113th year of her age.—At Edin 
burgh, John Rogerion, aged 102 
years Near Sevenoaks, in Kent, 
aged 103 years, Mr. John Hamil- 
ton, formerly a timber-merchant in 
the Borough.—A_ few days fince 
died at Langford, near Market- 
Drayton, Elizabeth Prefton, aged 


103.—Mr, Cervetto, aged 104, fa- 
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ther to the violencello performer of 
that name. He was diftinguithed 
among his friends of the galleries by 
the name of Nofey.—1n Black-Friars 
workhoufe, Mrs, Ord, a widow wo. 
man, aged above 101 years.— Mrs. 
Huntback, near Wolverhampton, 
aged 100.—At Vilette, nearMantes- 
fur-Seine, in France, Mary Mag. 
dalene Gilbert, widow, aged 104 
years five months and a halt, 


FEBRUARY. 


Copenhagen, Feb. 4. The legifla- 
ture of this country, in confidera- 
tion of the very high price of pro- 
vifions, and other neceflaries of life, 
which is daily increafing, have late- 
ly publifhed a fumptuary law. 

5. The king i letters pa- 
tent to be paffed under the great-feal 
of the kingdom of Ireland, for creat- 
ing a fociety or brotherhood, to be 
called knights of the illuftrious ore 
der of St. Patrick, of which his ma- 
jefty, his heirs and fucceffors. fhall 
perpetually be fovereigns, and his 
majefty’s licutenant-general and ge- 
neral governor of Ireland, &c. for 
the time being, fhall officiate as 
grand-mafters: and alfo for appoint- 
ing the following knights compas 
nions of the faid illuftrious order. 

His Royal Highnefs Prince Ed- 

ward, 

His Grace William Robert Duke 

of Leinfter, 

Henry Smyth Earlof Clanrickarde 

Randal William Earl of Antrim, 

Thomas Earl of Wettmeath, 

Morrough Earl of Inchiquin, 

Charles Earl of Drogheda, 

George de la Poer Earl of Tyr- 

rone, 

Richard Earl of Shannon, 

James Earl of Clanbraffen, 

Richard Earl of Mgrnington, 

James Earl of Courtown, 

James Earl of Charlemont, 
‘khomas 
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Thomas Earl of Bective. 
Henry Ear! of Ely. 
Chancellor, Archbifhop of Dublin. 


Regifter, Dean of St. Patrick’s. 
Secretary, Lord Delvin 

Ulfter, William Hawkins, Ef. 
Uther, John Freemantle, Efq. 


Sicily, Feb. 5. There was a thock 
of an earthquake at Meffina, which 
threw down feveral houfes, and on 
the following night, about a quar- 
ter afier feven, a moft furious fhock 
finithed, in fwallowing up or throw- 
mg down the remainder of the city, 
and befides the fhock, a whirpool 
of fire iffued from the earth. From 
the moft authentic relations, the ca- 
lamity was gencral, and moft dif- 
trefsful, on the whole coaft of Ca- 
kabria Ultra, extending upwards of 
one hundred and fitty miles. From 
Tropea to Squillace moit of the 
towns and villages were either to- 
tally or in part overthrown, and 
many of the inhabitants buried in 
the ruins. Among the number of 
cities, caftles, and towns deftroyed 
were 


Stinfanacone Oppido 
Metiano Soriano 
Briatico S. Bruno 
Mileto Stillo 
Formica Roceella 
Filogajo Squillace 
Sinopolt Nonteleone 
Cafalnuovo Pizzo 
Bagnara Catone 
Botarno Girace 
Palma Citta Reggio 
SeminaraCitta Cariati 


Scilla Citta lacci Reale 
S.Georgiocon Tacci Cattena 

altri feudi = Iflind of Lipari 
CingueFronde Itland of Strongol 
Paletiina 


The number which have perithed are 
incredible : amongtt which are feve- 
Many 


volcanoes are opened, and even ri- 


ral perions of dittinction, 


vers have entirely difippeared, 
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8. One of the king’s meffengers 
arrived with the ratification of the 
preliminary articles figned the 20th 
of January laft,which was exchang.- 
ed on the 3d inftant, by the pleni- 
potentiaries of his moft Chriftian 
majetty. 

A magazine, filled with more 
than 45,0colb. of powder was blown 
up at three leagues from Bour- 
deaux. 

10. The hon. Charles James Fox 
prefented to the houfe of commens, 
a petition figned by feveral hundred 
inhabitants of Wettminfler, ftating 
that they were aggrieved by the cir. 
culation of counterfeit halfpence, 
That they had endeavoured as far as 
lay in their power to put a itop to 
the fame, but tound their inability 
in fo doing—and therefore prayed 
the houfe to give them fuch relief as 
they in their wifdom fhould deem 
meet. 

12. The lord chancellor, in the 
name ot the houfe of peers, addref- 
fed lord vifcount Howe, and thank- 
ed him for the important fervices he 
had done his king and country in 
the relieving Gibraltar. 

14. A petition from the county 
of Devon for a more equal repre- 
fentation was prefented to the houte 
of commons, and read. 

17, Mr. Bifhop, common crver 
of this city, attended by proper oth- 
cers, read at the Royal Exchange 
gate, and Cheapfide conduit, the 
king’s proclamation, declaring 4 
eeflation of arms by fea and land. 

19. The houle of peers prefented 
their addrefs of thanks to his ma- 
jedty for communicating to them the 
preliminary articles of the peace. 

An exprefs arrived at the Ad- 
miralty trom Portfmouth, with ad- 
vice of the Hydra frigate, captam 
Coffin, being arrived there from Ja- 
maica, failed from Port Royal the 


22d of December in compary with 
the 
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the Ardent, of 64 guns, and the 
Vaughan floop, with a number of 
fhips under convoy, ViZ. 33 for 
London, 8 for Brittol, g for Liver- 
Ls for Glafgow, 1 for New 
Pork, 1 for St. Auguitine, and 5 
for Bayonne, in France, with pri- 
foners. On the 4th Jan. 48 fail of 
which were clear of the Gult, and 
on the 17th following they met with 
a heavy gale of wind, which fepa- 
rated the fleet, and on the 1gth 
there were only 32 fail in company. 
A few days afterwards the Ardent 
man of war bore away for Antigua 
with five feet water in her hold 
An order of council was iffued, 
laying an embargo on all thips which 
were taking in cargoes for America. 
The men convicts lying under 
fentence of tranfportation in New- 
gate, were removed to the veflel ly- 
ing at Woolwich for their recep- 
won. 
22. The Bank of England gained 
a caufe in refufing to pay a bill 
folen from them, and loit at a gam- 
ing table 
24. The two members of parlia- 
ment, Mr. Cook and Mr. Wilmor, 
who were appointed to revife the lift 
of penfions granted to the American 
refugees, made their report to the 
lords of the Treafury, by which it 
appeared that a faving of upwards of 
20,0001. per ann. will accrue to the 
nation, by the reduétion of fuch of 
the above penfions as they deemed 
unneceflary and unmerited. ‘Thofe 
gentlemen who held employments 
under government in arrears, were to 
be paid their falaries up-to the 1oth 
of O€tober laft, and then to be con- 


fidered no longer as fervants of the 
crown, 


20. 


‘ 4 petition from the county 
G York, and alfo a petition trom 


y of York, relative to a more 
equal reprefentation, were prefent- 


Be- 


the cit 


ed tothe houfe of commons, 
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fore it was fent from York to be 
prefented to parliament, i¢ had 
10,124 names fubferibed to it, ex- 
clufive of thote figned toa duplicate 
in London, 

Letters trom Pohemia advife, thag 
on Thurfday the 26th of February 
a dreadtul fire broke out in the towa 
of Budin. 

26. The lord mayor, attended 
by feveral aldermen, fheriffs, and 
city officers, and a great number of 
the common council, went trom 
Guildhall to St. James’s, and pre- 
fented their addreis to his majetly 
on the peace, 

28. The report was made to his 
majefty in council of the convicts 
under fentence of death in New- 
gate, when the following were or- 
dered for execution on Friday next, 
viz. John Merchant, John Kelly, 
and James Smith. 

The following were refpited dur- 
ing his majetty’s pleafure, viz. Wil- 
lham Phillimorc, Sarah Pond, Anne 
Handall, Mary Dymoch, John Har- 
ris, Anne Dean, and Robert Moore. 

The county of Middlefex pre- 
fented an addrefs on the peace to 
his majetty. 

Died Margaret Melvill, wife of 
Robert Forbes, brewer, at Kettle, 
in Fitefhire, on the 24th, aged 117. 
She was married at 45, and had one 
fon and five daughters; the eldeft 
is now aged 77 years. She had, 17 
grand children, and 37 great grand 
children; fhe renewed her tceth 
about the rocdth year of her age, 
never had a head-ach or pain in her 
lite, and walked, faw, and heard 
till the day before her death —aAt 

Fulham, aged tc1, Mr. Wrench, 
gardener. It is remarkable that he 
died in the fame houfe and room in 
which he was born, and had by 
two wives 22 children. —At Dare 
lington, in the county of Durham, 
Jobn Nicholls, a labouring man, 


aged 
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aged 107 years.—Lately, in the 
hofpital of the right han. lady Ca- 
therine Levefon, at Temple Balfall, 
Warwickthire, widow Bofion, aged 
10g years. 


MARCH. 


1. An addrefs was prefented his 
majefty trom the city ot Canterbury 
on the peace. 

The feffions ended at the Old 
Bailey, when fix convicts received 
judgment of death, eighteen were 
Jentenced to be tran{ported to Ame- 
rica, eighteen to be kept to hard 
labour in the houfe of correction, fe- 
veral of whom were ordered to be 
whipped, feven to be imprifoned in 
Newgate, four to be privately whip- 
ped, and 24difcharged by procla- 
imation. 

Dublin, Mar: 1. 

In the Affembly of the Delegates of 
thirty-four different Corps of Vo- 
lunteers of the Province of Lein- 
Qer, at the Exchange, 

Refolved unanimoufly, 

That the virtuous citizens of Ge- 
neva, who wih for an alylum in 
this kingdom from the hand of ty- 
ranny and opprefhon, deferve our 
utmolt approbation, and fuch of 
them as citabliih themfelves amongtt 
us fhall upon every occation receive 
our utmoilt attention and {upport. 

The commiflimers appointed for 
feceiving fubferiptions tor the bank 
ot Ireland, received the fum of 
600,000). in government fecurities, 
and lodged the fame in his majefty’s 
‘Treafury, being the omyinal itock 
or capital of this Bank. 

2. A general order was fent tothe 
lord lieutenants of the counties in 
England for difbanding the militia. 

Came on a fecond time to be tried 
before the earl of Mansfield and a 
fpecial jury of merchants, a caufe 


wherein Mr. John Carvick, of Bank- 


CIPAL 





{March, 


fireet, was plaintiff, and Mr. Abra. 
ham Vickery, of the Bank of Eng. 
land, defendant. The action was 
brought to recover the amount of q 
bill of exchange, drawn by Mr, 
John Maydwell the elder, and Mr, . 
John Maydwell the younger, pay. 
able to their own order, directed to, 
and accepted of, by the faid Mr, 
Vickery, which bill had originally 
been obtained by one Nixon, with- 
out a valuable contideration, and 
only indorfed by John Maydwell 
the younger, one of the drawers: 
the queition therefore to be deters 
mined was, whether the bill in that 
{tate was negociable ? when the jury 
were clearly of opinion the plaintiff 
ought not to recover, the bill, with 
only one indorfement, not being 
negociable ; which opinion the judge 
unmediately entered in his book and 
read to the jury. By this important 
decifion it 1s fettled, that where two 
perfons not in partnerflup draw a 
bill of exchange, they mutt both 
indorfe it before they can negociate 
the fame. 

4+ A petition was prefented to 
the houfe of commons from the city 
of Gloucefter, complaining of the 
prefent circulation of counterfeit 
copper. 

Another petition was prefented 
from the electors of the ancient town 
and borough of Southwark, which 
fet forth the prefent difproportioned 
and inadequate reprefentation of the 
commons, and the unconftitutional 
duration of parliaments. 

se Paffed the great-feal a grant 
to the right hon. lord Thurlow, o! 
an annuity of 268cl. per annum. 

Was decided at Guildhail, before 
lord Mansfield and a fpecial jury, 
a caufe whercin merchants and un- 
derwriters are materially interefted. 
The cafe was, feveral flups were 
left behind at Jamaica, through 2 
miftake, by the unfortunate contey 

Wile 
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which fuffered fo feverely in Sep- 
tember lait; the Glorieux, of 74 
guns, Was alfo left behind, and the 
fhips at the ifland took the oppor- 
tunity of the Gloneux S failing, to 
follow the fleet, which they joined, 
before they got through the Gulf 
of Mexico, where the matters ot the 
merchant veficls went immediately 
on board the admiral’s fhip, to get 
failing orders, which they had not 
before received. In the ftorm which 
afterwards happened many of thefe 
fhips were lott, and others taken, 
which the underwriters refufed to 

ay for, the policies being warrant- 
ed to fail from Jamaica with con- 
voy, which they alledged was not 
done, as the Glorieux was a chance 
fhip, and not regularly appointed 
for that purpofe by the admiral on 
that tation; and though this fhip, 
when joined, conftituted part of the 
convoy, yetthe jury gave a verdict 
in favour of the underwriters, agrees 
ing, that joining a fleet at fea, and 
then receiving failing inftructions, 
was a deviation from the policy 
warranted with convoy, let the 
junction be made under any circum- 
flances whatever. 

7. The tollowing malefactors were 
carried in a cart from Newgate, and 
executed at Tyburn, viz. John 
Merchant, James Smith, and John 
Kelly. 

Ended Winchefteraffizes, at which 
21 prifoners received fentence of 
death. 

A petition of the frecholders and 
other principal inhabitants of the 
county ot Cornwall; and alfo 

A petition from the borough of 
Penryn, in the county of Cornwall, 

ora more equal reprefentation in 
parliament, were prefented to the 
houfe of commons. 

8. The ports of Dover and Ca- 
lais were opened for paflengers to 
and from Great Britain and France, 
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10. A petition from the free- 
holders of the county of Surry ; 
alfo ° 

A petition from the inhabitants of 
Scarborough ; and alfo 

A petition from the frecholders of 
the county of Nottingham, were fe- 
verally prefented to the houte of 
commons, complaining of the pre- 
fent inadequate reprefentation ot the 
people in parliament. 

12. A courtof aldermen was held 
at Guildhall, when James Sander- 
fon, Efq. was elected alderman of 
the ward of Bridge within, in the 
room of Thomas Woolridge. 

‘l'wo petitions from the gentlemen 
of the county of Flint were prefent- 
ed to the houfe of commons on the 
unequal reprefentation, 

13¢ The Wett India merchants 
prefented an addrefs on the peace to 
his majefty. 

An exprefs arrived in town from 
Portfmouth, with an account of the 
crews of the Speedy and Marquis de 
Seignally floops of war (which were 
appointed to convoy the outward. 
bound fleets to the Weit-Indies) 
having mautinied, and refufed to 
proceed on that voyage. 

At the aflizes held at Cambridge, 
betore Mr. Baron Eyre, George 
Mean was tried for the murder of 
Mr. George Cooper, and condemn- 
ed to be hanged 

A letter from Liverpool, dated 
March 13, after mentioning the lofs 
of the Count Belvioiofo Eaft India- 
man off Dublin Bay, adds, all on 
board perifhed (147 perfons.) She 
was one of the richeit fhips ever 
failed from Liverpool, not lefs in 
value than 130,000 dollars on board, 
befides a great value in ginfeng, 
bale goods, and 3co tons of lead; 
and as a great part of the cargo was 
very weighty, little was expected to 
be fithed up. 

14. Twenty five public and pri- 
vate 
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vate bills received the royal affent 
by coimmiffion. 

By late general returns of muf- 
ters from New York, the num- 
ber of men killed in the Britth 
fervice amounts to 43,6033 men 
rank and file, exclulite of the ofh- 
cers which tell in the field, or lott 
their lives either naturally or acci- 
dentally. 

Congrefs and the fate of Ver- 
mont have had a ferious contett. 
Congrefs tor a time refuled to ad- 
mit a delegate from the tourteenth 
flute, but were at length compelled 
to fubnit, 

The American congrefs have de- 
clared prefbyterianifm the ettablifh- 
ed religion ot the United States, but 
with tolcration to all other reli- 
gions. 

In Scotland there was fuch a 
dearth of fodder, as reduced them 
to the neceffity of trying every ex- 
pedient tor the fupport of their cat- 
tle; and in their dittre(s the branches 
of firs were found a good fubititute. 

Lord Howe fet off tor Portfmouth 
in confequence of frefh irregulari- 
ties having prevailed among the 
feamen. 

Dower, March is. This day came 
to this place in their way to France, 
Gen Melvill and Mr. Young, de- 
puties on the part of the Britith pro- 
prictors of eftates in ‘Tobago, in or- 
der to foheit, and, it pothible, ob- 
fain tome concetions trom the court 
ot Vertuilic > for that itland, ceded 
by one of the provitional articles of 
peace, without any tipulation whar- 
ever in tavour of the perf§ns imme- 
diately Xu moern “d. 

17. Th izes for the county of 
Devon bevan i Ke ot 
when noleits than °6 prifoners were 


tiis duy at 


tried, mottly tor capital offences. 

The Anmegbts ot St. Patrick were 
initalled in Dublin. See Stare Pee 
fe ae 


C IPA L 
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A petition was prefented to the 
houte of commons from Chipping 
Wycom be, complaining of the coun. 
terftcit copper coin. 

18. Were prefented addrefles to 
his majeity from the lord provott, 
&c. of Edinburgh, and Kingiton. 
upon-Hull, exprethong their con- 
gratulations on the rettoration of 
peace, 

At Leicetter affizes William Auf. 
tin and John King were convited, 

Was a total and vifible eclipfe of 
the moon. It began at 34 minutes 
patt 7 o’clock, and ended 14 ménutes 
pait ti o'clock. 

19. Advices were received at the 
India-houfe, by a letter arrived over 
land, wa Bombay, ot Sir Edward 
Hughes having had two engage- 
ments with the French; one onthe 

th of July lait, 1n which he had 77 
killed and 233 wounded; amongit 
the former was his captain Maclar- 
an, The other engagement in Sep- 
tember, in both which (though un- 
decifive) Sir Edward had the ad- 
vantage That afterwards the French 
failed for ‘rincomale, which they 
took, in confequence of their find- 
ing it in a detencelefs ftate; that Sir 
Kdward had followed them and 
blocked them up in that bay, in 
which flate they remained when the 
advices came away, 

2.. A petition was prefented trom 
Portfmouth to his majetty, on the 
ubufes practifed at the Victualling- 
Ofhice. 

The fame day the Quakers pst- 
fented their addyefs on the peace t 
his majetty. 

This day the mutiny bill—The 
Weft India trade bill—The Gib- 
raltar head-money bill —The Scotch 
bankrupt bill Mr, Whitehill’s bill 
—the till to prevent trauds 10 the 
dying trade — The Maidenhead r ad 
bill — (he Lawton road bill-—-Ta¢ 
Neweatis inclofure bill- And My 
Pittare > 
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Piffard’s naturalization bill received 
the royal aflent by commiffion. 
Guern/ey, March 24. A mott dar- 


ing mutiny broke out in the 104th 
regiment, quartered in Fort George 
in this ifland. 

25- The afhizes ended at King- 
fon, when the following convicts 
received fentence of death, viz. Jo- 
feph Cox, Stephen Broaditreet, 
Griffith Jones, William Stuckley, 
John Hill, James Garrott, and B. 

viring. 

ae ~ inhabitant of Clerken- 
well fired at an eagle in a field 
at Battle-Bridge, _and though his 
gun burft, by which accident part 
of two of his fingers were torn 
away, the bird was brought to the 
ground, being wounded in the 
wing. 

Inthe morning, about two o’clock, 
aterrible fire broke out at the Bell 
and Griffin alehoufe, on Rother- 
hithe Wall, which burnt that and 
feveral others to the ground, 

About twelve o’clock, James Seal 
and William Harding were carried 
from the New Jail in the Borough, 
and executed on Kennington Com- 
mon, 

27. Thisevening the late arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury was buried at 
Lambeth, when a coffin found in 
the grave where he is interred proves, 
by the inicription, to be one of the 
bithops of Ely, who lived in the 
reign of queen Mary, and died in 
that of queen Elizabeth. The 
date of the coffin plate is 1570, 
which makes it 213 years fince his 
interment; the body and cloaths 
Were perfectly found; the corpfe 
had a hat under one arm, and a cap 
on the head. 
_ 28. Another terrible earthquake 
ia italy, which defiroyed the re- 
mains of Meffina, &c. 

At Gloucefter affizes a pig- dro- 
Wey charged with murder, was 
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found guilty, and received fentence 
of death. 

In Lincolnfhire they had fo much 
rain and {now thatthe fens were all 
covered with water for many miles 
round; the lower part of the houfes 
were overwhelmed with water, and 
the inhabitants lived up ftairs, and 
had a boat taftened to their win- 
dows, by which they went from 
houte to houfe. 

Great damages have been fuf- 
tained within thefe tew weeks in 
France by inundations, particularly 
by the overflowing of the Rhone, 
the Loire, Scine, &c. 

31. The aflizes ended at War- 
wick, when the following perfons 
received fentence of death, viz. 
— Knight, Jofeph Knight, 

ofes Whitehoufe, Walter Bake- 
well, William Randle, and John 
Hewitt. James Smith, alias James 
Bromwich, was ordered for tranf- 
portation, as were David Williams, 
John Horne, and John Holte. 

At the fame atlizes, John Clay, 
was convicted of the wilful murder 
of his apprentice, Anne Hands, by 
beating and ftarving. 

31. A Scotchman was alive in the 
country of Antrim, in Ireland, who 
was prefled into the fea fervice in 
1688, and was on board the fhi 
which broke the boom at the fiege 
of Londonderry. His age is 120 
years, and he retains the perfect ufe 
of all his faculties. 

Died. At Prefton, Mr. Thomas 
Poxton, aged 10%.— At Shrewf- 
bury, Mr. Roger Yeomans, painter 
and undertaker He was fuppofed 
to be one of the largeft men in Eng- 

land, weighing near forty ftone. 
His coffin meafured fix feet and a 
half in length, three feet three 
inches over, and two feet four inches 
indepth. Mr. Yeomans was in the 
39th year of his age, and tll very 
lately was as active as moft men. 
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1. The dead warrant came down 

to the New Goal, Southwark, tor 
the execution of the following con- 
victs, at Kennington Common, viz. 
. T. Cox, Stephen Broaditreet,Grifith 
Jones, and W. Stuckley. 
" An account of the receipt and 
difburfements of Black Friars Bridge, 
frem Lady-day, 1782, to Lady- 
day, 1783, as delivered in on Fn- 
day at Guildhall. 





Cath paid at Guild- 2s. dd. 

hall 6053 1 6 
Bad copper 889 3 6 
Bad fiver 45 10 6 
Wages 823 18 o 
Gratuitics 262 17 6 
Nett receipt Ser, It OO 


An account was received from 
Tulles inthe Limofin, in France, 
that a moft dreadtul and aftonifhing 
accident happened to the caitle ot 
Montaignac, about three leagues from 
that town. At cleven in the morn- 
ing of the 17th ot March, there fell 
a violent rain, accompanied by a 
moit impetuous wind, and followed 
by a fingle but moft terrible clap of 
thunder which ftruck the caitle, 
which is of confiderable extent, in 
almoft every part. The walls of 
this ancient edifice, remarkable for 
their folidity, and tor being from 
eight to nine feet thick, were in 
fome places thrown down, and lean 
inothers. Jn fhort, the whole caf- 
tle appears a heap of ruins. 

By another account we learn that 
part of a very high muuntain tum- 
bled down, and ftopped up the river 
Ardes, till five o’clock the next day, 
fo as not to fufler the Jeaft drop to 
pafs through. On the part fallen 
unfortunately ttood a mill com pofed 
ot two buildings, which was fwal- 
lowed Up. 

Some letters arrived 


in town, 
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give the following account of the 
lofs of the Grofvenor Eaft Indiaman 
viz. that the fhip was driven on 
fhore near theriver St. Chri ftopher’s 
on the African coatt, about se 
leagues to the eaftward of the Cape 
of Good Hope, on or about the roth 
of October; and on the 11th of De. 
cember laft, four of her crew arrived 
at Mofelle Bay, and gave an account 
to the council of the Dutch Eat In. 
dia company, that the Caffres had 
come down upon the people, car. 
ried off the female paflengers, and 
had killed feveral of the men who 
attempted to protect them. 

z. This day there was a general 
change of the miniftry. 

Extraéd of a letter received from 
Venice. In the night of April rth, 
by the moft violent burricane in the 
memory of the oldeft man living, 
the fea rofe fo very high, as to over- 
flow the whole city. Several boats 
moored in fight of St. Mark’s-{quare, 
were driven by the force of the wind 
on the quay called the Efclavons. 
It is hitherto impoffible to afcertain 
the damage occationed by the hum- 
cane in the neighbouring iflands ; 
but if we may judge from what we 
have fuffered here, it mutt have 
been very confiderable. 

Charleffown, via St. Augufine. 

On the ryth of April, this 
town was evacuated by the Bn- 
tifh, and poffeffed by the Americans. 

By letters from Kingfton in Je 
maica we find the fleet left Charles- 
town bar on he 18thofApril, confit 
ing of more than 130 fail, great an 
{mall, part of which having on board 
loyalifts and their negroes, was con 
ducted to St. Auguftine by the con- 
voy which arrived at Kingfton; ww 
went to New York with his mayeity § 
fhips Affurance, of 44 guns, Belli- 
farius 20, and Carolina 16, having 
on board troops and inhabitants 5 
many families of the firft distinction 
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in Carolina went to England in a 
{mall divifion of the fleet, under the 
vorection of his majeity’s tlip Ada- 


and the remain- 
der of the fleet feparated for St. Lu- 
cia, having on board the troops and 
lovalitts, conducted by his majefty’s 
{hip Narcitlus of 20 guns. 

About 1600 veteran troops, un- 
der the command of brigadier-gene- 
ral Stewart, upwards ot 400 white 
families, many of them of confider- 
able property, and about 4 §00 flaves, 
arrived in the fleet. 

On the third of January, that 
part of the fleet bound to Kingtton 
tell in with a French American con- 
voy, confitting of 17 fail, efcorted 
by a 64 gun thip, armed en flute, 
and a frigate from Cape Francois, 
15 of which were bound to Botton, 
and twoto Old France. His ma- 
jety’s thip Endymion, of 44 guns, 
and. Magicienne, of 40, then in 
company, were, by fignal, initant- 
ly ordered so chafe the enemy, while 
the fleet lay to, waiting the event. 
Next day the former fhip joined her 
convoy, with the Celerité, a French 
merchantman, having a cargo of 
rum, fugar, indigo, and cotton, va- 
lued at 20,0001. flerling ; and it was 
reported that the Magicienne brought 
the French frigate to clofe action, 
and foon carried her; but immedi- 
ately being attacked by the 64, arm- 
eden flute, all her mafts were thot 
by the board at the fecond broadfide, 
and fhe appeared to be a mere wreck, 
lying at the mercy of the enemy. 

10 A petition from Portimouth, 
for a more equal reprefentation, was 
prefented to the houfe of commons, 

Paris, 4pril 1o. Dr. Franklin, 
mimiter trom the United States of 

merica, had the honour of pre- 

ming to the hing a medal, {truck 

hete by order of the comimiffioners 

of the congreis, on occasion of the 

ee of their country. This 
} 


mant of 50 guns; 
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medal will tranfmit to the remoted 
ages the epoch of one of the niott re- 
markable revolutions in the hiftory 
of mankind. 

Ludlow, April 12. A body of 
colliers, trom the Clay Hills, une 
expectedly hurried into town, and 
demolifhed the infide of feveral flour 
mills, throwing the meal into the 
river, before the magiitrates could 
aflemble and read the riot act. 

Dudlin, April 13. The privy 
council fat upon the eftablifhment 
of the Genevefe emigrants, whofe 
names and numbers being given in; 
the fettlement of their afvlum was 
then determined upon to be at 
Paffage, next the confluence of the 
rivers Barrow and Suir, in the coun- 
tvof Waterford. Avery confider- 
able tract of land in that dilrié 
fhortly retracts to government, which 
it isintended fhould be appropriated 
and granted in tee to the Genevefe, 

18. Lhe bill to repeal fo much 
of two aéts made in the t6th and 
17th years of the reign of his prefent 
majelty, as prohibits trade and inter- 
courfewith the United States of Amé- 
rica —the bill for preventing and re- 
moving all doubts which have arifen, 
or might arife, concerning the ex- 
clufive rights of the parliament and 
courts of [reland, in matters of le- 
giflation wnd judicature, &c.—the 
inutiny bill, the indemnity bill, the 
bill for allowing further time for un- 
altering the deeds and wills of Pa- 
pitts, &e.—the linen bounty bill— 
the Trent and Merfey navigation 
bill—the Lechlade canal. bill--the 
bill retative to the city hofpitals— 
and twenty-four other public and 
private bills received the royal affent 
by virtue of a commmiffion under the 
great-feal tor that purpofe. 

About 2020 feamen affembted on 
Tower-hill, and proceeded in a de- 
tached bodv to the Admiralry,. to 
infift on an explicit anfwer from the 
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board, when their arrears of wages 

and prize-money fhould be cleared 

off. No proper anfwer being given, 
they proceeded to St. fames’s palace, 
to harangue the king on the occa- 
fion; but the leading avenues tothe 
palace being either guarded or fhut, 

revented the tumule which might 

ioe enfued, and they peaceably dil- 

peried. 

Report of the State of the City Hafpi- 
tals was read before the Governors, 
April 20 

» Chrift’s Ho/pital. 

Children put forth appren- 
tices, and difcharged out of 
this hofpital latt year, 10 
whereof were initructed in 
the mathematics and navi- 
gation 183 

Buried the lait year 4 


Remaining in this hofpial 1207 
St. Bartholomer’s. 

Cured and ditcharged trom 

this hotpital . 5829 
Out-patients relieved with ad- 

vice and medicines 6098 
Buried this year 140 
Remaining under cure, in-pa- 

tients 421 
Out-patients 121 





In all, including out-patients 10609 
Of. Tho was’s Flos, tad. 


- ‘ » @ 
Cured and ditcharged from 


this hofpital 3741 
QOut-paticnts relieved q010 
Buried this year 292 
Remaining under cure, in-pa- 

ticnts 461 
Out-patients 233 

ae 


Total, including out-patients 8867 
Bride wel] Loy; tal, 


Admitted into this hotpital 659 
Maintained in feveral trades, 

XC. , 42 
Bethlem Hojpital. 
Admitted into this hotpital 207 
Cured 173 


PRINCIPAL 








[ April, 
Buried - 
Remaining under cure 264 


Parts, April 24. Bya loop of 
war lately arrived at l’Oriens, go- 
vernment has received difpatches 
from the Eaft-Indies, dated the isth 
of November, The contents ot thefe 
difpatches are of a very Unpleafing 
natures The famine which raves at 
Madras is dreadtul indeed, as it cay. 
rics off weckly 1400 in that city, 
and the adjacent diftricts; but this 
calamity 1s not confined to tbe Eng- 
lith fettlements, it has reached the 
French army, and the dominious of 
Hyder- Ahi Khan; its ravages were 
fu great among our forces, that 
Mont, d’Offalis, who fucceeded to 
the comimand on the death of Monf, 
Duchemin, found it impoffible to 
maintain his poit near Madras, and 
fell back three days nygrch from his 
former itation near the town. The 
fupplies which ufed to be fent to ou: 
army from Hyder’s dominions, have 
greatly fallen fhort, and that prince 
is fcarcely able to fubtiit his army: 
the Carnatic is fo ravaged, that it 
can tarnifh him no fubtitience, and 
he can draw very {puringly from 
home, for there the famine rages 
with infinitely more fury than at 
Madras, for, by computation, 1200 
of his fubjects are daily carried off by 
it. This has faved Madras, which, 
weakened by famine, muit necel- 
furily have tallen into our hands, it 
the tamine had not made its appear 
ance in our army. Hyder Ali can 
not recruit his army with the nunm- 
bers he expected, as men begin (0 
be as fearce as provifions in his once 
moit populous provinces. While 
the Carnatic is thus famified, the 
utmoft plenty reigns in Bengal 
where the lait crops were as plenutul 
as could have been wifhed for; fo 
that there is a redundancy of mee 
in that kingdom, fuflicient to fup 


ply the wants of the Carnatic; but 
wre 
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what with the fuperiority of our 
fleet, and the ftorms that have raged 
of late, the unfortunate Carnatic de- 
rive little or no benefit from the 
lenty in Bengal About a month 
before the floop of war lete the Eatt 
indies, a fleet of tran{ports, laden 
with provifions, appeared off Ma- 
dras, but was difperfed by a dread- 
fyl torm, in which moft of the fhips 
were lott, and with thei an immente 
quantity of rice, which the gover- 
noregeneral of Bengal was fending 
toMadras. It was computed, when 
the difpatches came away, upwards 
of 300,00 perfons had perithed by 
fymine in the Englifh territories, and 
thofe of Hyder-Ali Khan; fo that 
if this fcourge fhould rage for any 
length of time, as dreadful confe- 
quences may be apprehended from 
it, as were produced by the famine 
in Bengal fome years ago, which 
carried off two millions of people. 

28. This day began the exhibi- 
tion at the Royal Socicty’s Rooms 
Somerfet-Place. 

31» The fetfions began at the Old 
Bailey. 

April 18, died at St. Giles’s 
workhoufe, Grace Clements, aged 
103, She retained her fentes to the 
lait moment. —In the parifh of Alva, 
near Bamff, in Scotland, James 
Smith, a farmer at that place, aged 
106; he has lefe 4 children, 17 
grand-children, and 16 great-grand- 
children, 


MAY, 


Extra of a letter from Rome. 

The famous father Beniflowfki,the 
ex: Jefuit, having concluded the bu- 
tinels which he was charged to ne- 
fociate with his holinefs, in the 
name of the emprefs of Ruffia, 
namely, the reviving of the late] 
diffolved order of Jefwuits, inthe do- 
Minions of her majefty, fet out for 
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Warfaw, to be confecrated a 
bifhop, by Monfignore Archetti, his 
holineis’s nuncio to the court of Po- 
land, whence he is to repair to Pe. 
terfourgh, where the ceremony of 
confecration is to be performed in 
the prefence of her imperial majetty, 
who exprefled a curiofity to fee the 
ceremony. 

2. Letters received from Sicily, 
dated the 7th of April, give an ace 
count of another fevere fhock of an 
earthquake there on the 28th of 
March, which has in many places 
deftroyed the remaining houfes, and 
about 290 inhabitants. The un- 
fortunate furvivors have lott their 
all, and expect their lives will fol- 
low. ‘The carth had been more or 
lefs agitated every day for fix weeks 
before, and there was an appearance 
as if the whole ifland would in the 
end be deftroyed. 

The Kingiton Gazette, received 
May 2d, contains the following ar- 
ticle : 

Sunday the 2d of March, his ma- 
jefty’s thip Retittance, James King, 
Efq. commander, coming through 
Turk’s Itland paflage, with the Du 
Guay Trouin in company, difco- 
vered two fhips at anchor, which 
cut their cables, got under way, aud 
ftood to the fouthward.’’ The Re- 
fiftance immediately gave chace to 
the fternmoft fhip, of 20 guns, 
which loft her main-top-matt, by 
carrying a prefs of fail, and then 
hauled her wind. The Refiftance 
seepage came up with her, gave 
ver a dofe from her upper-deckers, 
and flood after the other fhip of 28 
runs, Which ftoon after began to fire 
her flern chaces, and continued fo 
doing for about 15 minutes, when 
the Refiftance running along fide to 
leeward, fhe {truck the white tag, 
after difcharging her broadfide, and 
poffeffion was taken of the French 
king’s frigate La Coquette, pierced 
(B 2) fox 
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for 28 guns, five of which had been 


left afhore at Turk’s liland, and car- 
rying 200 men, commanced by the 
marquis de Grafle, a nephew to the 
celebrated count de Graffe.—The 
Refiftance difcharged only a few 
guns, and had two, of her officers 
wounded by the Frenchm.n’s fire. — 
La Coquette and her contort, were 
two trant{ports, failed from the Cape 
about three weeks betore, with 
troops on board, bound on an ex- 
pedition again{t Purk’s Itland, which 
they reduced and fortified, leaving 
a garrifon of , ;¢ men in the place. 
A day or two after the capture of 
La Coquette, the Refiftance fell in 
with his majeity’s frigates Albemarle 
and Tartar, and the Drake and Bar- 
rington armed veficls, when it was 
refolved an attempt fhould be made 
to retake the ifland ; for which pur- 
pofe 250 men were landed, under 
the command of capt. Dixon, of the 
Drake ; and the two brigs were {ta- 
tioned oppofite the town, to cover 
the difembarkation, and to diflodge 
the enemy from the houfes; but a 
battery of four 24 pounders, and 
five 6 pounders, being unexpected- 
ly opened againft them, they were 
compelled to retire: the Drake hav- 
ing feven men wounded, and the 
Barrington two. Capt. Dixon, at 
fame time, finding it impoffible to 
diflodge the enemy, who were ad- 
vantageoufly potted behind a ftrong 
work, and greatly fuperior in num. 
bers, drew off his men, and re-em- 
barked them without lofs. The 
following night the Tartar was 
drove off the bank, and went to 
fea with the lofs of an anchor. 
It was next determined upon to 
attack the battery with the large 
fhips; bute the wind coming about 
to the weltward, and blowing hard, 
fo that it was with great difficul- 
ty the thips could be cleared of the lee 
fhere, the project was abandoned. 
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By the Jamaica arrived here from 
New York, we have the pleafing 
intelligence of the capture of the 
French king’s frigate La Sybille, 
commanded by le compt de Ker. 
gariou, after an obitinate hght, by 
his majeity’s fhip Huffar, capt. Ruf. 
fel, of 20 guns: it appears that the 
count, by thewing French colours 
under Englifh, and difplay ing a fig. 
nal of dittrefs, induced the king’s 
fhip to bear down upon him, and 
when captain Ruffel hailed him he 
anfwered with a difcharge of his 
whole battery ; the action, though 
very unequal, then commenced, 
and was maintained with great vi 
gour on both fides, till M. de Ker- 
gariou thought proper to ftrike. 
For his behaviour, fo contrary to 
the law of nations, Capt. Rufiel 
put him in clofe confinement. 

2. Mr. Recorder made his report to 
his majefty of the convicts under 
fentence of death in Newgate, when 
the following were ordered for exes 
cution on Wednefday the 14th inf, 
viz. James Weit, Edw. Wootten, 
and Edward Muflin. 

The following were refpited dur- 
ing his majeity’s pleafure, viz. Tho- 
mas Hughes, Michael Nowland, 
and George Clare. 

The duke of Bridgewater’s canal 
broke the banks near Warrington, 
and carried two coal-boats and a 
flat into a meadow at a contiderable 
dittance; a great number of hands 
were immediately employed, and 
the breach was repaired in a few 
days. 

The court-martial affembled to 
try licutenant-colonel Cockburne, 
having duly contidered and weighed 
the evidence given in fupport of the 
charge, and alfo that produced by 
him on hisdefence, were of opinion 
that he was guilty of the whoie 
charge; and adjudyed that he the 


faid lieutenant-colonel Cones 
¢ 
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be cafhicred, and declared unworthy 
of ferving his majeity in any mih- 
tary capacity whatfoever ; and that 
the fame be declared in public or- 
ders, and circulated to every corps 
of his majeity’s fervice. 7 
The Englith frigate the Brilliant 
arrived at ‘T'angier, having on board 
Sir Roger Curtis, as envoy from his 


Britannic majeity to the court of 


Morocco. He took with him, as 
prefents to that African monarch, 
three 26 pounders, and one of 18, 
with 409 balis, betides feveral other 
things not alcertained. The em- 
peror appointed a commifliry to 
conduct Sir Roger either to Me- 
quinez or Sallee, where his majeity 
was expected to arrive. 

3. The teffions at the Old Bailey 
ended on the Middlefex fide, on ac- 
count of the eflfoign day of Term, 
when 12 convicts received fentence 
of death, one of whom, viz. Tho- 
mas Littlepage, for ttealing naval 
flores, was re{pited, and ordered to 
be tranfported for feven years; fit- 
teen others were likewife ordered to 
betranfported for feven vears, and 
one for 14 years; eleven to be im- 
pnioned and kept to hard labour in 
the houfe of correction and likewife 
to be whipped ;. tour whipt and dif- 
charged, and eighteen delivered on 
proclamation. 

5. About eleven o’clock in the 
morning, a moft terrible fire broke 
out at Neufol, in Hungary ; the 
fiames fpread on all fides, fo as 
within a few hours nearly to con- 
fume the whole town. 

A petition from the county of 
Suffolk was prefented to the houfe 
of commons, praying the houfe to 
take into their mott ferious confide- 
ration the prefent inadequate repre- 
‘entation of the people in parlia- 
ment, Ac, 

The petitions relative to a more 
equal repreientation, prefented to 
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the houfe of commons this feffion, 
are trom the following places, viz, 

Suffex, Launcefton, Poole, Ti- 
verton, Yarmouth, Wiachefter, 
Cambridge town, Lynn Regis,north- 
weit divilion otf Devon, Derby coun- 
ty, St. Edmund’s Bury, Derby bo- 
rouch, York city, Carmarthen 
county, Gloucetler city, Somerfet, 
Southwark, Penryn, Cornwall, Ko- 
chefter, Lymington, Scarborough, 
Surry, Nottingham, Flint county, 
Denbigh, Droitwich, Southampton 
county, Portfmouth, Chicheiter, 
Montrofe, London, Middlefex, Dum- 
barton, Kent, Weitminiter, tiechold- 
ers of London, burghs of Irvene, 
‘Tower hamlets. 

6. The feffions on the London 
fide finally clofed, when feven con- 
victs received judgement of death, 
feven were fentenced to be tranf- 
ported for feven years, 11 to be im- 
prifoned and kept to hard labour in 
the houfe of correction, and four in 
Newgate, eight to be whipped, and 
two difcharged by proclamation. 

The bill tor railing a certain fum 
of money by annuities, and for efta- 
blifhing a lottery, the bill to repeal 
an act of the laft feffion of parlia- 
ment relative to recruiting, the Bur- 
ton upon Trent navigation bill, the 
St. Anne’s paving bill, the St. Paul’s 
Covent-Garden paving bill, theTet- 
bury road bill, the Markfield road 
bill, the Hefkett road bill, and three 
private bills received the royal af- 
fent by commiffion. 

7- At Pontetract feffions, John 
Seaton, Efq. the treafurer for the 
Weft Riding of York, delivered to 
the juitices of the peace there aflem- 
bled, an account of the number of 
pieces of woollen cloths made in that 
Riding from the 25th of March, 
1782, tothe 25th of March, 1783; 
when it appeared there had been ma- 
nufactured 131,092 pieces of broad 
woollens, meafuring 4,563,376 


(B 3) yards ; 
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vards; and 102,641 pieces of nar- 
row cloths, meafuring 3,292,0. 2 
yards. Increz ifed this year If, 22 
pieces of broad, and 11,8)2 pieces 
of narrow w eollen S. 

12. As his royal highnefs the 
prince of Wales was returning to 
town on horicback this evening, 
and Mr. Thomfon, furgeon, ot 
Kenfington, was returning trom 
Knighifbridge, they rode violently 
ag. int each other, and were both 
thrown a confiderable dif * trom 
their horfes. Hisr va hy i ede e{- 
caped unhurt, and Mr. ‘Thomson 
was but ihohtly bruied, 

The Am rican intercourfe bill, 
the mil Apay bill, che Clerkenwell 
poor bill, | Mr. Grefley’s eftate 
bill, cived the royal affent by 
virtue ot a comnmiuilion under the 
ercat-fe il. 

$2. oeve 


% 
to aihes at 


1c 


nty houics 


ty houfes were re juced 


Loholm., 


14. An order was made by his 
m vie hy in cw) une, in Nea sma 
of the act Latels paffed for prevent- 
ing certain inih iments from being 
required from fl ips belonginy tothe 
Vai 1 States of Ameri ica, und to 


give his majefty, fora Gentted time, 
certain ‘powers for the better carry - 
ng on tl ie and commerce betw. en 


the fubieérs of his majell y's domi- 


nions, and the inhabitancs of the 
United States, for the admithon, un- 
til further order, ot American or 
Britihh thips iaden with ed or any 
unmanutacts red goods or trerchan- 
dizes, the growth or production of 
any of the territories of i faid 
Lnited States, into the ports ot 


Great Britain, uy pon payment of the 
Bie dutics a3 are paid on im- 
portation of fuch canmodities from 


e Britiih ¢ 


the 


me nm sx. iT- - 
mMONICs OF potfeifions in 


‘mertca, without the ufuil cerufi- 
cites or documents hReretotore re- 
“ ved by law: alfo that the Came 


Crasback thall be allowec, and the 
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fame exemptions and bounties on 
goods expocted trom Great Britain 
to America, as are allowed upon ex. 
portarion ot the like roods to any 
Briuth colony in Americ a; and alto 
that all American thi ips and veffels 
which fhall bave arrived in any port 
of Great Britain, fince the 20th of 
January, 1783, fhall be admitted 
to an entry, and afterwards, toge. 
ther with their ladings, be intitled 
to the fame benefit of the faid or. 
der. 

16. The Faft India company re. 


ce ee da confirmation of the retreat 


ot ‘Tippoo Saib from colonel Mac. 
leod’s arnty at Madras, by letters 
received ever land trom Bomba iy 


dated the 24th of ; anvary lat, 
Madras, O %2 17. This coaft has 
been vifited by» as fevere a gale of 
wind as ever wos known by the oldett 
iuhabitant of Madras. About noon, 
on the icth, beran to blow, and 
betore nicht it Was a pertect hurn- 


cave. ‘The turt was fochigh, that 
it was impofhibk boat could e- 
ther go off, orcom: on fhore, Very 


fortunate ly, Sir Edward Hughes had 
anchored in 1g fathom water, and 
finding the gale increafe, he put to 
fea in the afternoon. He had an 
entertainment on board the Superbe, 
and was obliced to take his company 
to fea with him. In the night the 
Hertiord, the Free ‘Trade, the Shan- 
non, the Nancy, the Effex, anda 
Moorman’s fhip, were all drove on 
fhore. The F ree Mafon foundered 
at her anchors; and near one bun 
dred fnows and donies were encurely 
loit. It is iim poilib! e to deferibe a 
fcene of fuch horror and difirels. 
Bencoolen, Aprid 13. On Monday 
the 1Sth of M: irch, at halt — two 
in the morning, it having been ¢x 
ceeding ftormy the evening before, 
magazine and laboratory were 
fired by lightning, the former cot 
192 and the latrer 1¢0 
bare 


our 


tain in b> about 
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barrels of powder, and every imple- 


ment of artillery were totally de- 
ttroyed. . 

A Leter from Baftia, in the ifland 
of Corfica, fays, that they have re- 
ceived advice, that great part of the 
wuwn of Fiorenzo, in that ifland, 
had been dettroyed by fire, which 
was occafioned by a tlorin of thun- 
der and lightning; and that fome of 
the inhabitants perifhed in the flames 
by endeavouring to extinguyh it, 

“50. The total deitruction ot the 
fortifications of Minorca was re- 
folved on in the king ef Spain’s 
council. : 

23. A caufe of the utmott impor- 
tance In the hofery branch was tried 
at Guildhall before the right ho- 
nourable lord Loughborough, lord 
chiet juftice, and a moit retpectable 
jury of merchants, refpecting an 
exclufive right to an invention, for 
which a patent was g¥anted for a 
machine to be added to a ftocking- 
frame, tor making knotted and 
double looped work, which inven- 
tion is the property of Mefirs. Hor- 
ton, March, Wright, and Kemp. 
Thefe ingenious manufacturers had 
to contend with a mott formidable 
combination, entered into by fome 
opulent Nottingham hofiers, for 

working the plaintiffs machine, which 
they formerly announced under their 
hands. During the courte of the 
trial, feveral artful manceuvres were 
fetup by the defendants, notwith- 
ftancing which, a few of the plain- 
ils witnefles, out of a great num- 
ber which were employed in the 
framefmiths and hofiery branches, 
aswellas fuch of the defendants’ 
Witneiles, who were equally culp- 
able for working the plaintiffs’ ma- 
chine, and were indulged by the 
Court to give their evidence, fully 
proved the plaintiffs’ invention to be 
new and complete, and their {peci- 
fication to be fimple and clear, after 
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a conflict of four hours, without acy 
reply, or fumming up of evidence, 
the jury, without going out, found 
a verdict for the plaintitts, to the 
entire fatisfaction of the chiei juf- 
tice and the court. 

The town ot Miefbach, 1° leagues 
dittant trom Munich, was reduced to 
afhes; nothing was faved but the 
electoral palace, and two houfes of 
little value. 

Advice was received from the 
Gult of Venice, that on the 26th 
ot March latt the ifland of St. Mary 
was almoft entireiy dettroyed, and 
particularly the cattle, by a violent 
earthquake. It is computed that 
26 perfons loft their lives, and 43 
were mained. This earthquake 
was felt with equal violence in the 
other iflands belonging to that re- 
public, viz. Zante, Cefalonia, Pre- 
vila, and Veniza, where, however, 
we do not hear much damage has 
been done. 

Peterjeurgh, May 30. On Satur 
day lait at noon, a fire broke out in 
the Admiralty in this city; and in 
lefs than four hours near one halt ot 
that building was confumed,  For- 
tunately feveral large {hips on the 
ftocks were faved; and as the ftores 
in that part where the flames began 
had lately been removed, the lofs was 
not very contiderable. 

Fienna, May 31. Our latt ac- 
counts from Hungary report, that 
on the 13th of this month there hap- 
pened a moit violent florm, which 
has been attended with great da- 
mage in feveral parts of the king- 
dom. The city of Cremnitz was 
entirely deftroyed. The lightning 
fell in nine ditierent places, and the 
city was fet on fire and reduced to 

afhes in spite of the endeavours of the 
inhabitants; 7o perions lott their 
lives. 

Lately died at Rotterdam, Ras 
chael Solomon, a Jewels, aged 110 
(B 4) years. 
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years.—A letter from Marfeilles, 
fays, that Alexander M‘Intofh died 
there the zoth of May, aged 112 
\ Cals. 


JUNE. 


1. The ingenious Mr. Spalding, 
Bre Sete oy by one ot his young 
men, went down twee tn his div- 
ing-bell ar the Koth bank, Ireland, 
where the Imperial Batt Indiaman 
was fome time ince wrecked, forthe 
purpofe of recovering fome otf her 
materials. He did nothing more, 


howevey, than examine ber fitua- 
tion, &c. deteymining to go tay” s00 
nextmorning. Accordipg!y, Mon- 


day morning, about fix o’clock, he 
and his young man went down, and 
continued under water about an 
hour, in which two barrels of air 
had been fent down tor the fupply 
of the bell; but a good dealof ume 
having elapfed without any fignal 
trom below, the people on deck, ape 
prehenfive that all was not rght, 
drew up the bell, and Mr, Spalding 
and his young man were both dil- 
> to be dead. 

‘The teiions began at the Old 
Baile Vy. 

This being the anniverfary of his 
mayjetty’s birth-day, the fame was 
oblerved at court, 

‘The oe wag 

srofs ther 


iaid | by 
bt 


of the rew bridce 
r Thames at Kew was 
Mich. ic] = ‘cher Saunders, 
qe pr op ictor of Walton-bridg 
Te long contetted caute ae 
the tree corntactors and the corpo. 
ration of the city of 
the eat C 
was fin ily 


] - . ) ° 
20a 6 ne Uliecl 


nam OM kiedge and Fanthaw, 
inthe houte 
of lords, By the unanimous opi- 
nion of all che judges, delivered by 
Mr. Jurtice Gould, by which the 
richt of the freon 


the toll or dutv of 


‘ t. 
uit .* 


ri ined 


cn corntactors to 
hs ‘ e} - 
one farthing a 
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them for fale and imported coat. 
wife eaitward of London. bridge 
(except from the Cinque Ports of 
the county of Kent) 1s tor ever efta. 
bliffied. 

Count d’Adhemar, the French 
ambaflador, notified a propotal to 
the Britith miniitry on the part of 
his court, in conjunction with other 
Kuropean powers, mutually to abo. 
lith exclufive trade, and ‘to leave ir 
reciprocally open tO every nation, 
In confequence of this extraordinary 
propofal, a courier was dilpatched 
to Peterfburgh, and minittry then 

declined returning an aniwer, or in 
any manner difcufling the fubjeci 
until the fentiments of the cza: ‘Wes 
fhould be known. 

6. Came on to be tried, before 
in the court of Com. 
mon Pleas, the long-conteited caufe 
between feveral French feamen, who 
were taken prifoners in the fquadroa 
under the command of count de 
Grafle, and the owners ot the flip 
Keppel, capt. Gooch, to receive 
wages for the time they were com- 
pelied to work on board that fhip; 
when the caufes were finally deter- 
mined in favour of the French {ea- 
men, who were ordered to be pard 
20 as each for their fervices 
during the voyage. 

10. The feffion ended at the Old 
Baile y, W hen feptence of death was 
pronounced on 22 capital co mvacts ; 
Ir were fentenced to be trantported; 
Ig to be in nprifoped and key pity hard 
lab« our in the houte of correction for 
st terms, whom are 
whipped; 1 len 
te need to be e whi yaped and d lifehs iTge 
to be imp New- 


vl ine 


differen feveral of 


alto to be were 


} 
ed; foul foned in 


gate ; and 2¢ difcharged by Pp ocla- 
mation ; 12 cct irued gor trial at te 
enfuing afizes for the counties of 
Devon, Sutiolk, Effex, Sury, and 
Kent. 

11. Was latd the firit fle: 
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dical Theatres, to be built by 
castes at the London Hoipi- 


fu 


a The dome of St. Paul’s form- 


ed a feene of magnificence fuperior 
to all the brilliancy of ball-rooms, 
or the fplendour ot courts. i he 
children of the feveral fchools of the 
metropolis and environs were here 
aflembled, as an example of the mu- 
nifcence of their country, finging 
praifes to their God. ‘lhe church 
fervice was chaunted by the gentle- 
men of the choir, and an anthem 
fung by them. The children fung 
the roodth, 113th, and part of the 
1ogth pfalms ; and joined in grand 
chorus, with the gentlemen of the 
choir, in Gloria Patri. 

More than five thoufand children, 
clothed and educated in this metro- 
polis, by the voluntary bounty of 
individuals only, without any obli- 
gatory fupport from the laws, pre- 
fent to the admiration of furround- 
ing ftates, a picture of the Britith 
chara¢ter, liberally and amnably 

urtrayed. 

The following are the fchools 
which attended the exhibiton at Sr. 
Paul's, being the annivertary meet— 
ing of the feveral charity-{chools : 
St. Mary leStrand; St. Sepulchre, 
Middletex; St. Scpulchre’s. lady’s 
fchool; St. Paui’s Covent Garden ; 
Queenhithe; Cordwainers and Bread- 
ftreet; St. Mary’s, Iflington; Bar- 
tholomew the Great; st. James’s 
Clerkenwell; St. George the Mar- 
tyr; St. Anne’s, Weftminfter; Sr. 
Luke’s, Middiefex; St Andrew’s, 
Holborn; St. Dunitan’s, Wet; St. 
Clement’s Danes ; Farringdon With- 
in; St. Mary Le Bone; st. Giles’s 
in the Fields; St. Bride’s; St. 


Anne's, Alderfyate; st. Anne’s, Lime- 
houfe ; Poplar ; St. Martin’s in the 
Broad- 
ro Cripplegate Without; St. 
stephen’s, Walbrook ; Sr, Mary’s 


Fields ; Coleman-ftreet ; 
itreet ; 
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Whitechapel; St Botolph, Bithopf 
gate; Chrift-Church, Spitalfields ; 
ot. Botolph, Aldgate; Bridge, Can- 
dlewick, and Dowgate; St. Mat- 
thew’s, Bethnal-Green; Langbourn 
Ward; Vintry Ward; Alderfgate 
Ward; Calile Baynard; St. Mary 
Magdalen, Bermondtey ; St. Ethel- 
burg; St. Alphage; Billingfgate 
Ward; St. John’s, Southwark; and 
St. Sepulchre, London. 

16. ‘The canal for effecting a 
junction between the rivers Severn 
and Thames was begun. 

Dublin, ‘June 1g. A poor wo- 
man at Dungannon went toa houte 
where oatmeal was fold, and took 
her petticoat to pledge for fome meal 
for herfelf and her children (of 
which the had four, one of than 
fucking) the man to whom fhe went 
happened not to be at home, but late 
in the evening he returned and went 
to bed; when in bed his wife told 
him that a woman (naming her) had 
been with her to get meal, and had 
brought a petticoat to pledge forthe 
fame, but that fhe gave her none ; 
fhe feared, however, the woman was 
in a very bad fituation; upon this 
the hufband got out of bed inftantly, 
and took a bow! full of meal to the 
houfe of the poor woman; when he 
came near it he heard the children 
crying bitterly, and on entering the 
cabin tound the woman dead with 
hunger, the intant fucking thecorpfe, 
and the others crying round her, 

iS. A petition from the mere 
chants, bankers, and traders of Lon- 
don, Wettmintter, and Southwark, 
were prefented to the houfe of peers, 
againit the flamp duty on receipts. 

An order was iflued, that all offi- 
cers of government, as well civil as 
military, fhall for the future refide 
where their bufinefs officially calls 
them. 

22. The county of Glatz was vi- 
fited with fo dreadtul a itorm that 
there 
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there was no diflinguithing it from 


an curthquake. The whole coun. 
try was entirely overflowed by the 
violence of the rain, which, like a 
deluge, carried away all the bridges 
that have been built for thefle 250 
years, The claps of thancer were 
fo violent, that feveral chimneys 
were thrown down, and waits fhat- 
tered ; whole villages aifo were twept 
away by the tury of the torrents. 
Several hundred perfons were drown- 
ed, and .a great number of cattle 
lott, At Giatz the falt and other 
magazines, with the barracks, were 
filled wath water. ‘Neiile, in Sile- 
fia, likewife fuflered much from the 
fame inundation, and great injury 
is done to the fortifications and ma- 
gazines there. 


23. The duke of Portland pre- 
fented to the houfe of peers the fol- 
lowing meflage trom his majetty, 
which was read by lord Mansfield, 
as {peaker of the houfe: 

George R. 

His majefty having taken into 
confideration the propriety of mak- 
ing an immediate and {gparate etta- 

lihment tor his dearly beloved fon 
the prince of Wales, relies on the 
experienced zeal and affection of the 
houle of lords, tor the concurrence 
and fupport of tuch meatures as flaall 
be proit proper to ailiit his Majetty 
in this defign. 

The duke ot Portland, after a fhort 
introductory {pecch, moved, 

That an humble addrefs be pre- 
fented to his mayefty, to return the 

thanks ot this houfe to his mayeity 
tor his mott cracious meflage ; and 
to allure his maielly in the mott du- 
tiful manner ot the hearty zeal of 
this houfe, to tettiiy their earpett 
dehire to concur im fuch meafures as 
fall be moit proper to adut his ma- 
jetty in fulblling his detire ot mak- 
ing an immediate aad ieparate efta- 
i 
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blifhment for his royal highnefs the 


prince of Wales. 

The fame upon the queftion put 
was agreed to, and ordered nein, 
diffentiente, and was pretented to his 
majetly by the lords with white 
ftaves. 

The like meffage was delivered to 
the commons, who voted that the 
fum of a hundred thoufand pounds 
be granted, towards enabling his 
majeity to make a feparate ettablith. 
ment tor his royal highnefs the 
prince of Wales. 

24 ‘The biil laying a ftamp duty 
on bills of exchange and receipts — 
the mut.ay bili—the bill for regue 
lating the office of paymatter-general 
of his majcity’s forces, together with 
thirty other public and private bills, 
received the reval atlent, by virtue 
of a commiiffion under the great-feal 
tor that purpofe 

25. ‘The judges of the different 
courts, met in the King’s Bench 
ehamber, and appointed the circuits 
for the fummer atlizes as follows: 

Home. Lord Mansfield, Mr. Jul 

tice Gould. 

Oxford. Lord Loughborough, Mr. 

juilce Nares. 
Midland. Lord Chief Baron, Skin- 
ner, Mr Juttice Wiiles. 
Norfolk. Mr, fuiiice Afhburft, Mr. 
Baron Hotham. 

Northern. Mr. Baron Eyre, Mr. 
Juttice Buller. 

Weitern. Mr. Baron Perryn, Mr 
Juitice Heath. . 

The Dublin Bank opened for trant- 
action of bulinefs; when the king’s 
orders, communicated through the 
lord leutenant, that all public mo- 
nev in that kingdom, payal le on his 
account, by taxes, aids, duties, Xe. 

fhould be trom thenceforward Gc po- 
fited in that @ank 

A petition from the Amencia 

avents ref pe cting the lovaliits We 
prejented to the boule of peers. 


‘ 
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By the laft packet which arrived 
on the 26th from New York, 1n- 
formation 18 received, that on the 
13th of May the fchooner Dove had 
‘arrived there from St. Auguttive, 
and had brought an account, that 
major Deveaux, With 300 troops and 
feamen, had landed on the 7th of 
April, at the ifland of New Provi- 
dence, and early in the morning 
pointed a cannon In front of the go- 
vernor’s quarters, fummoned his ex- 
cellency to furrender the ifland, 
which being confented to, 600 Spa- 
niards, with the ifland, its depen- 
dencies, and 20,000 Spanifh dol- 
jars fell into his hands; but this fur- 
render happened three days atter the 
ceflation of arms declared between 
the different powers at war, 

The Quakers of America, with a 
fpivit of true benevolence and phi- 
lanthropy, declared all their negroes 
free; a happy prelude, we hope, 
to univerfal liberty among that un- 
fortunate race of beings, who have 
too long groaned under the cruel 
yoke of flavery ! 

27. His royal highnefs prince 
William Henry arrived from the 
Welt Indies about two o’clock at 
Windfor. 

Mr. Recorder made his report to 
his majeftvy, of the convicts under 
fentence of death in Newgate, who 
were tned in April feifion, viz. Col- 
lin Reculeft, Sarah Leech, John 
Brown, ‘Thomas Richards, John 
Wharton, Alexander Smith, Ro- 
bert Forreiter, Richard M*Dade, 
Anne Lovell, John Higginfon, Wil- 
liam Ruthey Pratt, William Har- 
court, John Hafleworth, ‘I homas 
Davis, Robert Cullum, George 
Wood, and John Miles ; when John 
Higginfon, Alexander Smith, John 
Mills, William Ruthey Pratt, Wil- 
liam Harcourt, John Hafleworth, 


and Robert Cullum, were ordered 
for execution, 
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30. The court of Exchequer gave 


a final’decree in the important caufe 

between the leffees of the vicarial 

tithes of Fulham and a parifhioner,” 
occupier of a common garden, in 

favour of the leflees, with full cofts, 

The particulars of this long conteft- 

ed caufe cannot be uninterefting to 

fuch of our readers as are concerned 

in vicarage tithes, and may ferve as 
a caution againtt hafty references, as 
bya curious decifion of one, the 
greateft injury has been done to the 
lefices, and may, if not guarded 
again{t, be done to others. For in- 
ftance: the fame leflees, in 1776, 
requefted a compofition of 4!.a year 
for the lands in quettion, about 10 
acres, which reafonable demand was 
refufed by the occupier, and when 
the cafe came before a fpecial jury, 
it was referred to a neighbour, who 
gave it as his opinion, that 31. 118. 
was a full compofition, and con- 
demned the leflees in all cofts, a- 
mounting to about 1ocol. The lef- 
fees, greatly alarmed, and conceiv- 
ing themfelves yreatly injured and 
opprefied by fuch an extraordinary 
decifion, in 1776 they, for the fake 
of public juftice, renewed their ac- 
tion for the fucceeding tithes, ex- 
actly upon the fame grounds as the 
former, and on Monday, 30th of 
June, the defendant made an offer 
In court of 151. a year for the tithes 
of thofe very grounds for which 
the arbitrator lately awarded only 
gl. its. The 4). firft required 
fhews the moderation of the leffees, 
and the 1c¢l. afterwards offered (hews 
the injuttice of the award a- 
gainft which they are determined 
to appeal. 

Died, at Enesford, in Kent, John 
Crefy, aged 102.—Lately, at the 
village of Cary, in Staffordfhire, 
Mary Johnfon, aged 103. 
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Copenhagen, July 1. A naviga- 
tor, who has difcovered an ifland 
emerged from the fea, declares its 
potition to be at eight miles dittance 
trom the rocks, the tarthelt from 
fceland, called the rocks des Oifeaux. 
At fix miles diitance he obferved a 
thick fmoke arife; he got within 
halt a mile, and failed round it, He 
perceived every where pumice-ftones 
fwimming on the furface; by found- 
ing he found torty-tour fathom at 
W.S.W. of the Reykences; and 
fiiching to the lead fome feacoal, on 
drawing near to the rocks des O1- 
feaux he tound noalreration. The 
inhabitants ot Iceland informed him, 
they had felt no earthquake; they 
had only oblerved, about Later, 
fomething flaming in the fea, tothe 
fouth of Grinbourg: the king, of 
Denmark ordered potletlion to be 
taken of the ifland, and has called 
n Ny Occ. 

2. ‘This day was a thunder ftorm 
the mott general throughout Enge 
hand that has been remembered tora 
long time, particularly in Wilchire, 
and mott of the northern counties ; 
which killed a great number of fheep 
and black catrie, as well as doing 
other confiderable damage. 

Judgment was given in the court 
of King’s Bench, upon lieutenant 
Bourne, of the marines, who ftood 
convicted of publitling a libel, and 
alfo ot an aflault upon Sir James 
Wallace, Kut. captain of his ma- 
jufty’s fhip the Warrior, by ftriking 
him with a cane. . 

3- This day was executed before 
St. Andrew’s church, Holborn, 
John Matis, on the Coventry act, 
for unlawfully laving in wait and 
wounding John Brazier in feveral 
parts ot his body. 

The tollowing were executed at 
Tyburn, purfuant to their fentence, 
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John Wharton, William Rutley 
Pratt, Robert Cullum, John Hazel. 
worth, and William Harcourt, 

The Gazette contained his 
mayetty’s order in council, dated 
july 2, directing that pitch, tar, 
turpentine, hemp, flax, mats, ards, 
bow/!prits, {taves, heading, boards, 
fhingles, and all other {pecies of 
lumber; horfes, neat cattle, theep, 
hogs, poultry, and all other {pecies 
of live ftock and live provitions ; 
peas, beans, potatoes, wheat, flour, 
bread, bifcuir, rice, Oats, barley, 
and all other {pecies of grain, being 
the growth or production of any of 
the United States of America, may, 
unul further order, be imported by 
Britifh fubjeéts in Brith built thips, 
owned by his majetly’s fubjects, and 
navigated according to law, from 
any port of the United States of A- 
merica, to any ot Ins majcity’s Welk 
India iflands: and that rum, fugar, 
melafles, coffee, coco, nuts, gin- 
ger, and pimento, may, unl tur- 
ther order, be exported by Bnitith 
fubjects in Brituh-built thips, owned 
by his majetty’s tuojects, and navi- 
gated according to law, trom any of 
his majetty’s Wett India iflands, to 
any port or place within the faid 
United States, upon pay ment of the 
fame duties on exportation, and fub- 
ject tothe like rules, regulations, {e- 
curities, and reftrictions, as the 
fame articles by law are or may be 
fubject or liable to, it exported to 
any Britith colony or plantation in 
America. 

10. The lords of the Admiralty 
appointed twenty-four mafiers tron 
the halt-pay litt, tor the fole pur- 
pote of looking after the fhips im 
ordinary, who are to make a report ot 
their condition every three months 
to the board: eight of them are 10 
refide at Portfmouth, fix at Piy- 
mouth, eight at Chatham and Sheers 
nefs, and two at Woolwich. : 
sh COs 
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A celebrated Englifh calcula. 
tor makes the annual rent of our 
Jands to amount to 10,000,000l, 
that of houfes and other buildings 
2,000,0001. the produce of the te- 
veral {pecies 6,075,000. fuppoting 
the year moderately plentiful ; and 
the yearly rent of corn lands, 
2,202,000). whiift their net produce 
is more than g,000,000l. the rent of 

(ture, meadows, commons, foreits, 
heaths, &c. 7,000,000l. 

The lands of England are calcu- 
Jated to amount to 39 millions of 
acres; the value of their wheat, 
barley, rye, &c. amounting to at 
leat 6,c00,cool. fterling per an- 
num ! 

Dr. Watfon, bifhop of Landaff, 
values the eccletiattical preferment, 
or land in mortmain, of the king- 
dom as under : 

Landed eitate of the f. 

Univerfity of Cam- 





bridge, 60,c00 
Ditto, Oxford, 120,000 
Bithopricks, 120,000 
Deaneries and Chap- 
ters, 90,000 
Livings, 1,100,000 
1,490,000 
The valuation of this, by 
Dr. Warner, is, 1,680,000 
Ditto, Dr. Burn, 1,509,000 


Ditto, by Dr Young, 1,600,000 

Number of newfpapers printed in 
the whole kingdom during the 
years, 


1775 12,6°0,0¢c0 
177 12,830,000 
1777 13,150,642 
1778 13,240,659 
1779 14,106,842 
1780 14,217,37 
1-81 14,397,600 
172 16,272,¢1 
<The manufactures of Great Br- 
aim are at prefent calcu 
ofices, p t calculated by 





OCCURRENCES, 


(29) 


The Woollen £+ 16,800,000 
Leather 10,500,009 
Flax 1,750,009 
Hemp $890,000 
Glafs 630,000 
Paper 780,0c0 
Porcelane 1,000,000 
Silk 3+350,000 
Cotton Q60,c0e 
Lead 1,650,000 
Tin 1,0. 0,000 
Iron 8,700,000 


Steel and plating, &c. 3,400,0c0 





£.-51,310,0¢co 





The iron, glafs, and porcelane 
are on the rapid increafe; tin and 
leather declines ; lead is itationary. 

Paper increafes,tlax is rather fall- 
ing, hemp as it was; filk rather 
increafes. 

The duke of Portland has a cal- 
culation that makes thefe fabrics 
employ 5,250,000 fouls. 

Horfes of all forts are at this time 
from 24 to 30 per cent. and tome 
40 and 50 per cent. dearer in France, 
on an average, than in England ; 
but all forts of cattle are dearer in 
England than in France, by full so 
percent. Wool 25 to 35 per cent. 
dearer in France than in Great Bri- 
tain. 

10. The projector began his opera- 
tions on the wreck of the Rova! 
George at Spithead, which ended 
without fuccefs. 

ir. The Beer floop, which was 
funk with the Royal George, and 
lay clofe along fide ber, was railed 
fix tathom from the ground, and 
towed to a confiderable dittance. 

‘They have had moft terrible 
ftorms in Cracow and its environs, 
which have caufed much damage ; 
many people counted 200 violent 
claps of thunder, which damaged 
feveral churches, and fet fire to 12 
houies, and the next day feveral 
perions 


30) 


perfons were hurt by the lightning, 
and a great deal of damage done to 
the palace belonging to the ttaroite of 
Cracow. 

The following public and private 
bills received the royal aflent by 
commiffion, viz. The Exchequer 
loan bill—the paper and vellum, 
&c. ftamp duty bill—the quack me- 
dicine duty bill—the ftage coach 
duty bill—the waggon and cart duty 
bill—the regifter duty bill of births, 
marriages, burials, &c.—the malt 
duty bill—the adjutant general’s 
pottage—the rice bill—the bill rela- 
tive to prize goods in warchoufes— 
the commiflioners of public accounts 
bill--the Portfmouth compenfation 
bill—the Feverfham ordnance bill— 
the African bill - the Whitechapel 
paving bill—Sir Thomas Rumbold’s 
continuing bill—Sir Thomas Rum- 
bold’s reftraining bill—the Sheppard 
Shord road bill—the Hanwell in- 
clofure bill, and Mr. Power’s eftate 
bill. 

13. Lieutenant Elliot, of the Ba- 
racoota cutter, arrived with dif- 
patches from his excellency Sir Ro- 
ger Curtis, knight, his majetty’s 
ambaflador to the emperor of Mo- 
rocco, dated Gibraltar, June 13, 
im which he gave an account that 
the former treaties of triendfhip and 
commerce had been renewed and 
confirmed, and that additional ar- 
ticles tor the better regulation of 
commerce between the two nations, 
were concluded and figned at Sallee 
on the 24th of May lait. 

A terrible fire, like that in 1742, 
almoft entirely reduced to athes the 
town of Attendarn, in the duchy of 
Wettphalia; only zo houfes were 
faved out of 300. The convent of 
Francifeans and the parifh church 
became a prey to the el 

Paris, ‘July 13. Letters trom Be- 
fangon are filled with defcriptions of 
defolation. At Leons le Saunier, 
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at St. John de Lone in Burgundy 
at Bourg en Brifle, at Belag, . 
Chalons fur Saone, at Macon, at 
Geneva, violent earthquakes have 
been felt. Letters from Geneva 
fay, that at one time it was thoughe 
the whole city would have been de. 
ftroyed, the waters of the lake were 
greatly increafed ; the waves, raited 
by the fole impullion ot the earth. 
quake, burft with tury on the banks 
which border that city, which was 
itfelt fo violently agitated, that fe. 
veral edifices were thrown down, 
Letters trom Rome contain nothine 
but the recital of the like difatters. 

It is to be mentioned, as a cir. 
cumttance not equalled in the me. 
mory of man, that fome corn in 
Scotland was actually cut fo early 
as the 2gth of July. 

There is no article in the corn 
trade of England that appears foex- 
traordinary as the immenfe import 
that every year takes place of oats, 
The following account will fhew the 
quantity. 


3771, at 16s. Sd. per Quarters, 





quarter 212,327 
1772, at 16s. 2d. 106,820 
1773, at 175. 2d. 3295454 
1774, at 17s. sod, 399499 

775) at 16s. 6d. 384,942 
1776, at 15s. 378,506 
1777, at iss. Sd. 306,446 
1778, atiss. 2d. 201,170 
1779, at 145. 348,541 
1780, at 128. 10de 195,224 
1781, at 13s. 8d. 109,446 

Total, 3,032,405 

Exported in the fame time 339,097 
——— 

Balance, 2,692579° 

— 

Import, per annum 244,°¢! 
— 

Acres at 4 quart. per acre 61,159 
————ee 

Hence, therefore, it appears oo 
th 
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this account, that we annually im- 
tthe product of above 60,002 


res of Oats. : 
- -. The bill relative to the Ame- 


ee fufferers—the Eat India com- 
sanv’s bill — the corn bill—the linen 
i\]—the bill relative to muflins—the 
bill concerning the removal of wines 
_—the coflee and cocoa bill—and the 
11 for amending an act relative to 
a fpecies of blue called {malts, re- 
ceived the royal aflent by ecom- 
miflion. ; P 

16. This day his majefty went to 
the houfe of peers, and atrer giving 
his aflent. to the finking fund bill, 
lord Rodney’s and Sir George Au- 
guitus Eliott’s annuity bills, he de- 
hvered a fpeech from the throne. 
Extrad of a letter from Lochgaithead, 

scar Dumbarton, Fiuly 16. 

The following melancholy acci- 
dent has juit happened in this place, 
as we were finifhing the arch of a 
bridge. There were a number of 

ople on the arch, curious to fee 
ut finifhed, when the wood gave 
way, and all went down in an in- 
fant. Several were much hurt, 
but none mortally, except one man, 
James Chriitie, who had one leg 
broke, and was {fo feverely bruifed 
otherwife, that he diéd within fix 
hours atter, notwithttanding every 
effort was ufed that medical fkill 
could afford, 

ig. The trtal of Mr. Atkinfon on 
an indictment for perjury, came on 
in the court of King’s Bench, be- 
fore the Karl of Mansfield and a {pe- 
cial jury. The indiétment confiit- 

1 of many different counts; and, 
atter a trial of feveral hours conti- 
nuance, Mr. Arkinfon was tound 
guilty of all but three. ‘The jury 
were out about ten minutes. 

Halifax, July 20.MHis excellency 
€overnor Parr arrived here in his 
majefly’s thip La Sophée off Point 
Carlton in Port Rofeway, and foon 


after landed to view that poft, Sa- 
lutes were fired trom the ghip when 
hisexeellency difembarked, and en 
his landing by the artillery from the 
polt, where he was received by the 
officers of the corps on his duty. His 
excellency returned on board the 
Sophée the fame evening, and the 
day atter the thip proceeded up the 
harbour and anchored off the town. 

On Tuefday morning, his ex- 
cellency being faluted by the thip 
as before, landed to view the town. 
He was received under a general 
difcharge of all the cannon from the 
fhore, and proceeded up King-tireer, 
both fides of which were haed by 
the inhabitants under arms, to the 
place appointed tor his reception, 
where the magiftrates and principal 
inhabitants were colleGted, and pre- 
fented an addre{scongratulating him 
on his arrival. 

Soon after, his excellency in a 
fhort {peech fignified bis intention 
of giving the new fettlement the 
name of Shelburne; and drank the 
king’s health, profperity to the town 
and diftrict of. Shelburne and to the 
loyalifts, each toatt being accompa- 
nied with three cheers from the in- 
habitants, and a general difcharge 
of cannon. His excellency then 
appointed feveral juftices of the 
peace and other officers, and after 
adminiftering to them the ufual oaths 
he proceeded on board the Sophée, 
accompanied by the principal magi- 
ftrates, where an elegant entertain- 
ment was given by capt. Mowat, 
after which many loyal toafts were 
drank; the king’s health,—fuccefe 
to the town of Shelburne—and to 
the fettlement of the loyalifts in 
Nova Scotia, being accompanied 
by royal falutes from the fhip. 

20. In London we had the heavief 
ftorm that happened this fea- 
fon: the peals ot thunder were un. 
commonly long, loud, and frequent, 
and 
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and the lightning terrible. From 
a flat calm the wind rofe almott im- 
mediately to a tempett, and blew 
from the S. for four hours with 
great violence. 

Tripoli, in Syria, July 20. We 
had two fhocks of an earthquake ; 
they fucceeded each other rapidly, 
and lafted in the whole about eight 
or ten feconds. They were pre- 
ceded by a hollow noife, like the 
roaring ‘of diftant waves ; "the nieht 
before we had violent rain, a thing 
very uncommon at this time of the 
year. For near a month patt the 
jand and fea have been covered with 
a thick fog; the winds blew with as 
much violence as in winter: the fun 
appeared but feldom, and always of a 
bloody colour, phenomena tll then 
unknown in Syria. The earthquake 

was felt with equal violence in the 
neighbourhood of Mount Libanus, 
where awhole village was buried 
under the fragments of a rock which 
tell trom the mountain. The Turks 
were thrown into the utmoft coniter- 
nation, having been informed of the 
deitruction ot Meflina. 

22. Advices were received by the 
Fox packet, which failed trom Ben- 
gal the a7th of February laft, that 
peace had been concluded with the 
Marattas; that Hy der Ally died i in 
the month of December laft; and 
that his fucceflor ‘lippoo Saib ap- 
peared more pacifically inclined to- 
wards the Englith than his father, 
having permitted fuch as were pri- 
foners in the towns taken by him to 
have a tree communication with the 
prefidency at Madras, to be better 
fupphed with neceflaries, and to 
have tree egrets and reprefs : that 
Monf. Suffrein, after w atering his 
fleet at Achin, had crofled over the 
Bay of Bengal to Ganjam, with nine 
fail of the line and two frigates, 
where he captured the C oventry 
frigate and the Blaadiord Eait In- 

i?) 
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diaman: that the Medea frigate hag 
retaken the Chacer tloop of war, 99 
her way trom ‘Trincomale with dif. 
patches trom M. Buily to M. Sur. 
trein, by which it appeared, thar 
the reft of the French fleet was jg 
great diftrefs from a violent dy fen. 
tery, having lott a number of men, 
and was unable to join M, Sutfrein 
as foon as he intended; and that M, 
Suffrein remained only a tew days 
on the coaft, and had returned to 
Ei rincomale, leaving two trigates to 
cruize trom Ganjam to Bollafore 
Road, which had captured a num 
ber of veilels bound to Madras with 
rice. 

23. In Swiflerland the harvef 
Was very promifing, but a furious 
hurricane, attended with hail, de. 
ttroyed all, efpecially in the dittrié 
of fifteen vill: ages, among which are 
St. Saphorin, Cationais, Chavre nais, 
le Creuz, Bavoy, Pentaras, and the 
town of Yverdun. At Geneva the 
lightning killed fifteen perfons ina 
church. 

Lond. onderry, July 22. The Arts 
adne trigate returned to Lough 
Swilly. She has fortunately difco 
vered the great fifhing- bank off the 
the coaft of this ifland: which lies 
about 45 leagues N. W. trom Tory; 
and on which are vait quantities of 
cod and ling. 

24. About so00 foldiers, headed 
by fome of their officers, furround- 
ed the ftate-houfe at Philadelphia 
demanding of congrefs payment fof 
their fervices during the war. The 
{enators taking the alarm, retired to 
Prince-town, about 40 miles trom 
Philadelphia, for fatety, where they 
were holding their firft councils the 
firit day of July | laft, and had art 
enough to pay ott the principal ¢ ot 
the diffatisfied people, who prevail 
ing upon the others to difperfe on a 
promife of a fpeedy redreis of their 


grievances, ‘This being done, 4 
pio 
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lamation was iffued, offering a 
mete for apprchending fome of the 
ring-leaders. 


2¢. The Irith parliament was 
diffolved, and the new parliament 
met on the 6th of September. . 

This day the feflions began at the 
age royal highnefs prince 
William Henry, attended by general 
Budat, his preceptor, fet off trom 
Windfor on his way to Germany. 

This morning came on at the 
Old Bailey the trial of Mr. Rye 
land for forgery, which continued 
till three o’clock, when the jury, 
after a fhort conference, returned 
their verdict guilty. ; 

From Bruflels we learnt, that his 
imperial and royal majeily lately 
publithed two declarations relative 
to ecclefiaftic difcipline. In the firtt, 
fix Trinitarian houfes were fupprefl- 
ed, and their wealth applied to ob- 
jects of greater public utility than 
the fupport of thofe monatteries. 
The fecond declaration affects the 
hermits, a fpecies of folitary fana- 
tics, whofe virtue principally con- 
fifis in idlenefs, and in abfolute fe- 
oe from the world, not to 
peak of the diforders which indo- 
lence generally introduces, 

The court of feffion, in Scotland, 
lately determined a very curious and 
important queftion. Mifs Gordon, 
a lady educated in France, and a 
Roman Catholic, claimed, as next 
heir, a very beneficial leafe of the 
lands of Auchanachy, in Scotland, 
which yields about 2col. a-year of 
clear profit. Mr. Rofe Watfon, the 
next Proteflant heir, brought an 
action, infilling that Mifs Gordon 
was not entitled to enjoy the leafe 
without taking the formula. He 
founded upon actof 1700, which de- 
Cares that, no perfons profeffing the 
Popith religion, pait the ave ot fii- 
ye i fhall be capable to fuc- 

783. 
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eeed as heirs to any perfon whatfo- 
ever, nor to brook or enjoy any 
eflate by difpofition, or other con- 
veyance, flowing from any perfon to 
whom the faid Papitts might fuc- 
ceed as heirs, in any manher of 
way, until the faid heirs purge 
themtelves of Popery, in manner 
after mentioned. Mr. Watfom con- 
tended, that by this act, Papifts are 
prohibited from fucceeding as heirs 
in any kind of right whatfoever. 
Mits Gordon, on the other hand, 
maintained that the ftatute was high- 
ly penal, and ought therefore to be 
mott ftrictly interpreted ; that it con- 
tained no claufe prohibiting perfons 
from fucceeding to tacks, but only 
to eilates, which was the true inten- 
tion of the ftatute. In fupport of 
this, Mifs Gordon enumerates feven 
of the many rights, to which Ro- 
man Catholics are entitled to fuc- 
ceed, notwithitanding the feverity of 
the penal ftatutes. Several of the 
judges fpoke at confiderable length, 
and with great ability. The court 
was pleafed toaffoilzie the defender ; 
by which decifion Mifs Gordon fuc- 
ceeds to this lucrative leafe, of which 
there are about eightcen years yet 
to run. 

28. The commiffion was opened 
at Abingdon, for holding the affizes 
for this county, at which Robert 
Tyrell, for theep-ftealing ; John 
Armitrong, for ftealing a mare; and 
William Green, for a highway rob- 
bery, were capitally convicted, but 
were all reprieved before their lords 
flips left the place. 

29» The affize tor Oxford was 
opened, when Matthew Mills, for 
a highway robbery, was capitally 
convicted, and received fentence of 
death, 

2oth ult. died at Loneford in Tre- 
land, Alexander Kilpatrick, Efq. 
aged 116 years and fome months ; 
he was formerly acolonel of an Irith 

(C) regiment 
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regiment of foot, and ferved under 
the duke of Marlborough.—And at 
Durham, in the 1ogth year of his 
age, William Towton, who was alfo 
formerly a foot foldier under the 
duke o Marlborough. —At St. Lu- 
car de Barrameda, Donna Anna 
Keyna, aged 100 years and 25 days: 
fhe had eleven children, 59 grand- 
children, and 25 great-grand-chil- 
dren. She enjoyed, through her 
whole life, perfect health, and pre- 
ferved her ftrength until within two 
years of her death, when fhe fuffer- 
ed by the confequenccs of a fall from 
a horfe. Her hair, which was black, 
turned white at the age of forty. At 
ninety fhe cut it off, and when it 
yrew again, it was of the original 
colour, which never afterwards 
changed. She died without having 
known infirmities, and with the tran- 
quil ufe of her reafon, declaring 
that the felt no pain. 


AUGUST. 


1. A little before twelve o’clock 
at night came on a moft violent ftorm 
of thunder, lightning, and rain, 
which continued near four hours. 
Contiderable damage was futtained 
in the cellars and warchoufes at the 
water-fide, and in fhort in almott all 
the low parts of the metropolis and 
its adjacencies. 

2. William Peare was convicted 
at Salifoury of robbing the mail be- 
tween Marlborough and Chippen- 
ham, on the gth of February, 172, 
tor which he received fentence of 
death, and his body afterwards to 
be hung in chains. 

The town of Berolzheim, in the 
margraviate of Anfpach, was nearly 
reduced to afhes; 138 buildings 
were contumed, and the lofs eiti- 
mated gt upwards ot 202,000 flo- 
Tins. 

‘Vhey wiice trom Carlfruhe, that 
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the reigning margrave of Baden hay 
fuppretied every kind of fervitude 
which exifted in his ftares. 

3- A moft violent ftorm was fel; 
at Malftable, in France, during 
which there fell a thower of fych 
prodigious large hail, that it beat in 
moft of the roots, damaged man 
of the houfes, and dettroyed the 
greateft part of the harveft, which 
the day before made the mof pro- 
mifing appearance. On the fame 
day and hour, a fimilar ftorm fell at 
Hainault, which was nearly equally 
injurious in its effects; and we learn 
from Rheims, that the fame time 
another fhower of hail fell there, 
many of the hatlitones of which were 
as large as a hen’s egg. 

York, Augu/t 5. The affizes for 
this city cloied, when John Capes, 
John Ryley, George Haigh, and 
Thomas Tinfley, received fentence 
of death. 

Peterfburgh, Auguft 7. The court 
received diipatches from prince Po- 
temkin, general in chief, dated from 
Karas-Batlar, inCrimea, He pub- 
lifhed in that peninfula, as alfo in 
‘Taman and Cuban, a manifetto, ia 
which the emprefs difclofes her in- 
tention of annexing thefe countries 
to her dominions. Every where the 
oaths were taken to the emprets; 
and that her fovercignty was efta- 
blithing there in a manner fo folid, 
that it would bea very difficult mat 
ter tor the Turks to break through 
thefe new engagements. 

Ferfiy, Auguft 7. Five barrels of 
powder, and three of ball cartridges, 
were lodged with the utmoft care in 
agarret. By fome caufe, however, 
which probably may ever remain 
fecret, it blew up, or rather down, 
carrying the fecond and firtt floor 
with it, which, with the thick tone 
walls, buried 21 men, one chilé, 
and a woman then big with child. 
‘len of the men were dug out alive, 
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though fome of them were miferably 
torn, but it Is imagined they may re- 
cover. Luckily it happened about 
five in the afternoon, aca time when 
few of the men were in their rooms, 
or it would have been more terrible ; 
as itis, moft of their arms, accoutre- 
ments, and clothing are gone. 
Southampton, Auguft 8. ‘The mayor 
and corporation | ot this place gave 
an elegant public breakfait at Mar- 
tin’s rooms, in compliment to the 


officers of the 72d regiment, or’ 


Royal Manchetter Volunteers, on 
ther landing at that place from 
Gibraltar. ‘The ferjeants, corpo- 
rals, and privates of the regiment 
were not neglected; a fum of money 
was raifed tor the purpofe of giving 
them the cld Engith tare otf roait 
beef and plum-pudding, and a quart 
of trong beer each man, with which 
they were entertained, and rendered 
completely happy on meeting with 
fuch attention and approbation from 
their countrymen. 

Ended the fummer affize for the 
county ot Effex, at Chelmsford, 
when fifteen prifoners received ten- 
tence of death; eight of thefe were 
reprieved before the judge left the 
town, and the following feven re- 
main for execution, viz. George 
Spradbury, William Fox John 
Staines, William Jones alias John- 
fon alias Chaflerman, William 
Thomas, Richard Jones, and Ro- 
bert Jones. 

Eleanor Hudd, capitally convict- 
ed at Salifbury affizes for the murder 
of her baftard child, was executed 
at Fitherion gallows, near that city. 

Paris, Augufi7. Mr. Bertin, mi- 
nifter of ftate, hath received letters 
from China, which announce an 
évent which took place lait year in 
that empire, and is, perhaps miore 
dreadful in its confequences than the 
late difafters in sicily and Calabria. 
We are not yet able to enter into a 
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particular detail, but the following 
are the heads of the report: on the 
22d of May 1782, the fea rofe pro- 
digioufly high alone the coait of 
Fo-kien, and the illand ot Formofa, 
dittant 30 leagues from the coaft, 
great part of which was laid, and 
remained for eight hours under wa- 
ter, and buried, immenfe as it was, 
its inhabitants, and buildings, under 
a heap of rubbith and ruin. The 
emperor of China, delirous of view- 
ing the effects of the dreadful defo- 
lation, left his capital, and in bis 
progrefs through the provinces, his 
majefly heard the cries and lamen- 
tations of his fubjeéts, heavily com- 
plaining of the vexations exercifed 
by the mandarins. This roufedthe 
monarch to a fenfe of juflice, and 
no lefs than 300 of thole extortion- 
ers were put todeath, Forty thou- 
{and inhabitants have been drown- 
ed, and all the parts of the carth 
which protected into the fea have 
been feparated and thrown into it, 
where they form a fediment art the 
bottom of it. ‘There is no doubt 
bur that the iflands of Ponzhou and 
many other:, the forts of Zelande, 
of Ngan, and Pintgt-Chinet have 
difappeared, as well as the lictle hills 
upon which they were built. Ie 
appears that hiftory no where re- 
cords a difafler more terrible. 

Dizon, in France, Augufi8. The 
horrors of war were no fooner re- 
moved than a calamity of the moft 
fhocking kind befel the inhabitants 
of this and the adjoining towns and 
villages. A great number of wild 
beaits have broke in upon us, and 
cone incredible mifchief, upwards 
of fifty women and children have 
been devoured within thete laft five 
wecks. 


Litchfield, Aug. 9. A few days 


fince this city was honoured by a 
noit extraordinary vilit: a perfon 
from 


London, ately a chimney- 
(C 2) {weeper, 
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fweeper, arrived in a poft-chaife and 
four, and took poffetfion of a very 
confiderable property left him by an 
old aunt, amounting as is generally 
fuppofed to 18 thoufand pounds, 
and a farm, about a mile from the 
city, of about two hundred and 
fifty acres, frechold, 

Hanover, dug. 8. His royal 
highnefs prince William Henry, 
third fon of the king of England, 
arrived here from London on Sun- 
day latt. 

Naples, dug. 9. On the zgth 
paft, at one in the morning, a vio- 
lent fhock of an earthquake hap- 
pened again at Calabria, which 
threw the whole country into an 
alarm. At fix the fame morning, 
they had another more violent and 
longer than any that had happened 
before, infomuch that the barracks 
now feemed not fafe, and every 
body fled into the fields. Four vil- 
lages, which had been {pared before, 
were overturned Cotona alfo fuf- 
fered contiderably, and the new 
buildings begun at Cozenza are fo 
fhattered, that they muft be pulled 
down, It is not faid whether any 
perfons have perifhed, but the com- 
motion was telt fo ftrongly at Mef- 
fina, that it again did coniiderable 
damage there, 

Madrid, Avg. 10. Accounts are 
peceived from Don Barcelo, men- 
tioning, that after arriving within 
eight miles of Algiers, his tleet was 
diiperfed by a violent ealt wind, bur 

that uniting again, he had the good 
fortune to arrive in the Bay of Al- 
giers On the 2gth of lait month, and 
began the bombardment of that place 
ou the rit inttant, which was warm- 
ly returned by the fortrefs; on the 
2d he bombarded it again, when 22 
row-galleys jet out trom the Mole 
in order to endeavour to break the 
Spanith line, but were foon repulf- 
ed, On that duy 975 bombs were 
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thrown into the place, which fet 
fire to it in two places. The Dey 
during the ‘wet erally obliged 
the Chrittian flaves to work on the 
breaches made by the artillery and 
bombs, amidtt fhowers of thot, and 
in fight of the Spanith fleet, which 
neverthelefs continucd the attack 
without remitlion, frequently fetting 
fire to the city in five or fix places at 
once: the Spaniards, however did 
not think proper to land, and only 
once made a difpofition for that pur- 
pofe, when the countenance kept 
up by the Moorifh troops obliged 
the boats to return to the fhipping, 
The lofs of the Moors is fuppofed 
to have been confiderable, as they 
expofed themfelves in whole troops 
to the fhot of the fleet, and gave fe- 
veral inftances of the moft daring 
valour; but, fortunately for the 
Spaniards, their ignorance in work- 
ing the great guns rendered their 
molt formidable batteries of little 
efficacy, whichotherwife might have 
made great havoe among them, 
On the 4th, the general made a 
new attack, which began at a quar- 
ter after five in the morning, and 
ended at half paft feven. Hethrew 
558 bombs, and 4go bullets, which 
did a great deal ot mifchief to the 
buildings and fortifications. At the 
fame time he repulfed with lofs fe- 
veral of the enemy’s fhips, which 
attempted to get near him, The 
wind did not permit him to renew 
the attack that day, as he intended, 
having recruited the bomb-ketches 
and cagnonading tloops with am- 
munition. This torced him to ff 
main inactive alfo the next day, but 
the wind changing on the ‘th there 
were two attacks, ene in the mom 
ing, the other in the afternoon; 
thefe had the greatett effect. A 
number of houfes were deftroyed, 
fome burnt, and the sohabitants 
lecn flying in diforder out of the 
town. 
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. Onthe 7th there were two 
wg with the like fuccefs. Thefe 
were repeated again the Sth, in ipite 
of the winds and waves. On the 

th, the general having nearly ex- 
Rautted hisammunition, and feeing 
the feafon advance, the weather fill 
contrary, and announcing a change, 
he refumed his route tor Cartha- 

na, leaving behind him the S. 
Paichai fhip, with the Rofe frigate 
and S. Sebaftian chebec, to cruize 
in the Bay. Thefe vilits to Algiers, 
itis faid, are to be repeated every 
ear. Thenumber of bombs throw n 
into the town is 3732, and that of 
balls 3833; thofe thrown trom the 
town were 399 bombs, and 11,284 
balls, The lofs of the Spaniards con- 
fit in 24 dead, one of whom was an 
oficer, and three officers and thir- 
teen failors wounded. 

Frankfort on the Maine, Aug. 11- 
A fire broke out at Querfurt, which 
reduced 80 houfes to afhes, and al- 
moft as many granaries filled with 
the produce of ke laft harveft. 

Sheerne/i, Aug. 11. ‘This morn- 
ing four of the feamen who belong- 
edto his majefty’s fhip Raifonable, 
and who were condemned to die, 
by the fentence of a court martial 
held on them at Chatham in the 
month of July laft, were difpofed 
ef in the following manner, in order 
for execution: the Scipio, Diétator, 
Carnatic, and Thetis, were the fhips 
appointed for this folemn fcene; one 
being ordered to be executed on 
board of each. But the man who 
Was to receive his punifliment on 
board the Thetis, was reprieved juft 
before the fignal was given. ‘The 
other three were hanged, by being 
drawn up to the yard-arm at the 
firing of a gun; a yellow flag was 
fying from each fhip during the 
execution, 

Tork, Aug. 12, 
ied, brought by 


An action was 
qui tam, on the 
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ftatute of ufury for difcounting bills, 
and receiving a larger rate of inte- 
reft than the law aliows. The wit- 
nefs, upon Whofe fingle teftimony 
this action was fupporied, was a 
young tradefman ot tamily and cha- 
racter, but went through a long and 
fevere cro{s-examination by the coun- 
fel for the defendant. ‘The rate of 
intereft was near fixteen per cent, 
and as bills were commonly dif- 
counted here about that premium, 
it was become a caufe of great ex- 
pectation. The jury gave a verdict 
for treble of the whole difcounted, 
viz. 36001. When the jury de- 
livered this judgment, the judge 
faid, he applauded the fpirit of the 
witnefs for bringing the caufe into 
court; at the fame time he thought 
the verdict too fevere, for it might 
be the entire ruin ot the defendant 
and his family. He therefore fub- 
mitted to the jury, whether it would 
not be right to recon(ider their ver- 
dic, which they did, and gave 
390l. 

Stockholm, Aug. 12. A few days 
ago an ecclefiattic of diftinétion ar- 
rived here, charged with a com- 
miffion from the court of Rome for 
making fome arrangements relative 
to the free exercife of the Catholic 
religion, which his majefty has 
granted, under certain reftri¢tions 
to be agreed on. 

12. Beingtheday on which his roy- 
al highnefs George prince of Wales 
came of age, the fame was obferved 
with every demonftration of joy. 

13. Several naval officers obtain- 
ed leave of the Board to goto Ruf- 
fia, to ferve on board the Ruifian 
navy. 

Mr. deputy recorder made the re- 
port to his maje(ty of the convicts 
under fentence of death in Newgate, 
when Jobn Morella, John Fentum, 
Richard Pratt, William Smith, 
James Grant, George Adams, John 
(C 3) Betton, 
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Betton, and Thomas Davis, were 
ordered for execution on the 2oth 
inftant. 

Havre, Aug. 13. Since the com- 
mencement of the prefent month, 
feven veficls have been lott in thun- 
der ftorms {which have been violent 
beyond defcription) at the mouth 
of the Seine. 

. ‘There was a ftorm in the pa- 
rithes of Cunaulr, Milly, and the 
two Gennes, four learues trom Sau- 
mur, in France, of which there 1s no 
example. There was no hail, but 
the rain was fuch that it overflowed 
Cunault, where the church, in lefs 
than three minutes, was filled with 
water to the heicht of 9 or 11 feet. 
"The 6fter of the by ctor alone perifh- 
ed, in ftrivirg to fave the ornaments. 
A man having fwam to an re- 
mained upon it five hours by cling- 
ing toa pillar, up to the neck in 
w.ter, Atthe two Gennes, twenty 


altar, 


houfles have been dettroyec i and fe- 
veral mills wafled away. A car- 
penter, named Hardouin, having 


efcaped the dan: i“ # encountered it 
again to fave his nei \bours ; he 
ran on every fide where he heard 
any crics, and 206 perfons, moftly 
women andchildren, owe their pre- 
fervation to him; but himfelf pe- 
rifhed at lait, exhaufted with ta- 
tigue, as he was fwimming to g ‘in 
a rifing ground, a door, which the 
impeiuofity of the warers fhut ona 


fudden, caugh t one of his lers, and 
he could nor difens age it. i has 
Jeft a widow and three children. the 
eldeft not five vears a At Niilly, 
feveral houfes and barns were cur- 
ried aw 'V, on r a great deal of cattle 
lott. ‘The ce fuitained by the 


three parifhe i very’ conf 
All the harvett was deftrovee 

Briftel, Ave 14. A moft extra- 
ordinary animal came in with the 
tide, and was not perceived ull in 
attempting to get throuch the br: 
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it ftirck fo faft, that it could neither 
move backwards nor forwards, Af. 
ter a reat deal of trouble it was fe. 
cured, and brought on fhore, but 
not before t it tore a man’s leg in the 
fiethy part very dangeroufly, The 
head of it refemb les that of an ox 
without horns; there are two fore 
legs, with cloven feet, and a lare 
tuft of hairin the middle of its fore. 
head ; the teeth are about two inches 
and a half long, delicately whit 
and very acute; from the thoulders 
it gradually decreates till you come 
to the tail, which is uncommonly 
large; it has two large fins under 
the extreme part of its ‘bel ily. 

1S. A hay-ftack at Potton took 
fire, and the flames {pread with fuch 
rapidity as toconfume feveral houfes, 
among which was the Crown ea; 
the George Inn had taken fire, and 
the flames raged with the utmot 
fury, to the lois of feveral thoufand 
pounds. 

16. The affizes for Exeter ended, 
and was, we are forry to fay, an 
aflize of more bufinefs than has been 
for many years. ‘There were nine- 
ty-two prifoners tried for capital of 
fences, twenty-one were fentenced 
to be | hanged, two of which were 
hung on Fiall- Down yetterday, for 
the two moft horrid murders, one 
for the murder of his mafter, and 
the other, a boy of fifteen, for the 
cruel murder of his comrade. Thit- 
ty-five of the above prifoners were 
committed from P lym routh 

A young ge ntleman ot refpecab ble 

fam) ily was convicted of coun terfert- 
ing the hand. writing of the honour 
able Mr. W emyfs, inember of pat- 
liament for the county cf Surher- 
land, and the fuperfeription of fe 
ver val letters which were fent by the 
pott, in order to avoid the expence 
ot Pp oltage, and reccived fentence 
of tranfportation for feven years 


A confiderable part of the fum- 


mis 
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mit of Vefuvius has fallen into the 
mouth of the volcano, which, fince 
the 18th of laft month, 1s of a very 
tdepth. ‘This enormous mafs, 
which was the brim or border of the 
other, and which it was thought 
would have partly filled it up, has 
only funk it the deeper. Two holes 
are formed in the bottom, from 
whence there ifflued fire for fome 
hours, which is replaced by a thick 
{moke of long continuance. 
17, One of the king’s meffen- 
rs arrived with the ratification 
of the provifional articles, which 
was exchanged on the 13th inft, 
at Paris, between his majetty’s 
plenipotentiary and the plenipo- 
tentiaries of the United States of 
America. yt? 
18. At 11 minutes after nine in 
the evening, a very fingular phe- 
nomenon was feen at Greenwich. 
It being rather dark, a fudden and 
uncommon light appeared, without 
any caufe then vilible, for full two 
minutes; then appeared this phe- 
nomenon, coming from the N.N.W. 
perfectly horizontal in its courfe, 
and without any vibration, cont- 
nuedto the §.S E. Ir paffed over 
Greenwich, and near the Royal 
Opfervatory, ull the elevated trees 
in the park took it from the fight. 
Though it was tranfitory, the mo- 
tion Was not rapid, for you could dif- 
tinctly difcover its form, colour, &c. 
Its duration was near two minutes, 
during which there was no varia- 
tion in its luftre. Its magnitude and 
animated effect, made it appear near 
our earth. Two bright balls pa- 
raliel to each other, led the way, 
the apparent diameter of which ap- 
peared to be about two feer, and 
were followed by an expulfion of 
eight others, not elliptical, feeming 
gradually to mutilate, for the laft 
Was fmall. Between each ball, a 


luminous, ferrated body extended, 
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and at the lait a blaze iffued, and 


terminated ina point. Minute par- 
ticles dilated from the whole. While 
this luminary was pafling, the at- 
mofphere was exceedingly bright; 
but immediately after it became 
dark, though the moon was up. 
The phenomenon which appeared in 
1710, and continued from eight in 
the evening till three in the morn- 
ing, was, like the prefent, not bo- 
cal; for it has been feen in moft 
parts of the kingdom, notwithttand- 
ing it was not fubject ro the great 
vibrations of the former. The balls 
were partially bright, as imagina- 
tion can fuggefl; the intermediate 
fpaces, not fo exquifite in their co- 
lourings The balis were tinted firft 
by a pure bright light, then follow. 
ed a tender yellow, mixed with a- 
zure, red, green, &c. which, with 
a coalition of bolder tints, and a re- 
flection trom the other balls, gave 
the moft beautiful rotundity and va- 
riation of colours, that the human 
eye could be charmed with ‘Ihe 
fudden illumination of the atmof- 
phere, the torm, and fingular cran- 
fition of this bright luminary, ren- 
dered much to make it awful; ne- 
verthele{s the amazing vivid appear- 
ance of the different balls, and other 
rich, connective parts, not very eaf 
to delineate, gave an effect equal to 
the rainbow, in the full zenith of 
its glory. It appeared alfo almoft 
all over the ifland of Great Britain 
nearly at the fame time, as well as 
in France, Flanders, &c, 

A chemift at Paris, who had work- 
ed in the laboratory of monfieur 
Macquer, employed hiimfelf in mak- 
ing experiments on gun-powder, to 
fee if he could not add very much 
to the ftrength, he nearly ruined 
himfelf in this purfuit, but at laft, 
obferving that the ftate of the air 
had a great effect upon his opera- 
tions, he tried the materials in the 
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exhaufled receiver of an air pump, 
into which he let various forts of 
factitious air, and found an incre- 
dible ftrength derived trom agitat- 
ing them in volatile alkaline air, in- 
fomuch, that he made an ounce of 
gun powder, that had the ftrength 
ot fix ounces of the common. He 
was employed by the direction of 
the fecretary of ftate for the war de- 
partment. 

A new lighthoufe of a circular 
conitruétion has lately been eredted 
on the extremity of the Ifle of 
Wight, near the Needles, tor the 
greater fafety of the fhipping com- 
ing through that paflage to Portf- 
mouth. 

Thomas Percival, M. D. F.R.S. 
and S$. A. &c. was appointed prefi- 
dent, and James Maticy, Efq Rev. 
‘Thomas Barnes, Alexander Eafon, 
M. }). Rev. Samuel Hall, A. M. 
Charles White, Efq. F. R. 5S. Mr. 
Thomas Henry, F.R.S. Mr. Geo. 
Bew, and Mr. Ifaac Mofle, were ap- 
pointed governors to the new col- 
lege inftinuted at Manchelter. The 
Jecbures tor the enfuing fefhon were, 

I. On practical Mathematics. 
The principal branches of N.cural 
and Experimental Philofophy, G co- 
graphy, and the ute of Globes; by 
Mr. Henry Clerke. 

LI. On Chemitiry, with a refer- 
epee to arts and manufactures; by 
Mr. Thomas Henry, F.R.S. 

III, On the Theory or Hiftory 
of the fine Arts; by Mr. George 
bew, ’ ; 

LV. Oa the Origin, Hittory, and 
Progre fs ot Arts, Manufactures, and 
Commerce. ‘The commercial laws 
and regulations of ditlerent coun- 
trices; the nature of commutative 
Juttice; of Oaths, Contracts, and 
other branchesof commercial Ethics, 
by the Rev. Thomas Barnes. 

Were executed, on Sutton Com- 
near Warnuniter, Wihks, 
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Matthew Gardiner and John Wheel. 
cr, for robbing and maiming Benja- 
min Kibbeck, of Stockton. 

ig. Ended the aflizes at New. 
caftle, when George Alexander Rofs 
alias George Chiriitie, for forgery 

° - . ’ 
received fentence of death. 
_ At the fame time ended the affizes 
for the county of Northumberland, 
when William Fairbridge, for te. 
lony, received fentence of death, 

Warfaw, Aug. 20. According to 
the lait advices from the Ruthan 
army, Crimea and Cuban have al- 
ready taken the oaths of fidelity to 
the emprefs, which ceremony took 
up three days. 

21. The atlizes ended at Durham, 
when Robert Story, Eleanor Turn. 
bull, William Elwin, and Thomas 
Watton alias Wilfon, received fen- 
tence of death. 

Were capitally convicted at Croy- 
don affizes the four following con- 
victs, viz. John Hatch, W. Lucas, 
John Lawfon, W. Holmes, and T, 
Lamat ; they all received fentence 
immediately after the jury found 
them guilty. Next day, four more 
were capitally convicted, and judg- 
ment of death was immediately pafl- 
ed on them, 

At Buckingham affizes, a caufe 
came On to be tried before Mr. Ba- 
ron Hotham, and a fpecial jury, on 
an aétion brought by ‘I homas Shep- 
pard, of Thornton, Efq. againtt 
Mr. James Bradford, of Bucking- 
ham, for the recovery of gol, the 
amount of feveral penalties, upon 
the itatute for keeping and ufing 
greyhounds, iurchers, &c. as an Un- 
qualified perfon ; when, after 4 
hearing of upwards of three hours, 
the detendant having proved a cleat 
qualification, a verdict was given m 
his favour, 

At the effizes for Northampton- 
fhire four prifoners received fentence 
of death, © \, 
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At Oakham there was no bufinefs 
whatever; to the honour of the 
county, nota prifoner m confine- 
* the affizes at Bury, a caufe 
was tried, in which Miis R——n, 
of Beccles, was plaintiff, and a wo- 
man of the fame place detendant. 
The adtion was brought by the plain- 
rif for defamation, and by that 
means preventing an advantageous 
marriage with a young clergyman. 
After a trial of four hours, a verdict 
of sol. damages was given for the 
plaintiff, with cofts of fuit. — 

At Lincoln ailizes, fix prifoners 
were capitally convicted, and re- 
ceived ow le of death, viz. Ed- 
ward Perplar, WilliamDale, Matthew 
Wilfon, Thomas Bolton, George 
Andrew, and ‘I homas Shaw. 

At the fame place was tried, be- 
fore the Lord Chief Baron, anda 
fpecial jury, a caufe of great confe- 
quence to the landed intereft of this 
+ gh between Peart, Efq. 
lord of the manor of Long Sutton, 
in the county of Lincoln, and fe- 
veral owners and occupiers of land 
in that parifh, againit the impro- 
priator and vicar thereol, on an iffue 
direfted from the court of Ex— 
chequer to try the validity of a mo- 
dus fet up by the parith againft the 
vicar's claim to agiftment tithe 
of barren and unprofitable cattle. 
The evidence on both fides being 
moft ably fummed up by the 
learned judge, after a trial of nine 
hours, the jury withdrew for about 
an hour, and returned with a ver- 
dit in favour of the modus, to 
the entire fatisfaétion of the court. 

_22. Mr. Deputy Recorder made 
his report to his majefty of the con- 
victs in Newgate who was convicted 
at the lait feffions. When William 
Wynne Ryland, John Ferdinando 
Lloyd, John Edwards, James Brown 
alias Otley, John Rivers alias Davis, 
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Jacob Ringrofs Atkins, Thomas 
Burgefs, and William Spong, were 
ordered for execution the 26th intt. 

The aflizes for the county of Suf- 
fex ended, at which eleven prifon- 
ers were tried, five of whom received 
fentence of death. 

Paris, Aug. 22. We are inform. 
ed, by letters trom Coromandel, 
which came by the way of England, 
that Hyder Ali on his death-bed, 
bequeathed 200,000 roupecs to the 
commander de Sufirein, which have 
been paid him by an ambaflador 
fent to him by Tippo Saib. 

24. A moit dreadful accident ha 
pened in May-lane, Dublin, where 
a number of people had aflembled 
at a wake, the floor broke down, 
and pulled along with it the rear 
walls of the building, fourteen per- 
fons were dug out of the ruins quite 
dead, and a number of others moft 
fhockingly bruifed. 

‘Forres, Aug. 25. About five 
o’clock in the afternoon our bridge 
fell down, and, I am forry to in- 
form you, there were a great many 
people hurt, fome are fince dead. 
This unlucky accident was occa- 
fioned by a horfe’s being frighted at 
a foldier’s drum, and jumping over 
the bridge, and taking the fide along 
with him ; upwards of 20 people fell 
over with him. 

Venice, Aug. 26. The little re- 
public of Ragufa having perccived 
troubles likely to arife in this part 
of Europe, has for ever put itfelf 
under the protection of the court of 
Naples, which has guarantied to 
it the enjoyment of ail its ancient 
privileges. 

26, H. Simmonds and Mary Ba- 
ker were executed, purfuant to their 
fentence, in Mins fewis Square, in 
the Borough, for the murder of a 
man in Mint-ftreet, whom they 
threw head foremoft into the fireet. 

At the affizes for Chefter, the two 
following 
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following perfons received fentence 
of death; Betty Wood, for the wil- 
ful murder of James Sirrifter, by in- 
fufing a quantity of arfenic in apie, 
which fhe gave him, and which (he 
having eaten a part) put a period to 
his exiftence in a few hours; alfo 
Thomas Robinfon, for ilealing a 
horfe, and likewife for burglariouily 
entering the dwelling-houte of John 
Bailey, and ftealing thercout a filver 
watch 

At the aflizes for Somerfethhire, 
which ended at Bridgwater, 60 pri- 
foners were tried, 19 of whom were 
capitally convicted. Betore the 
judge lefe the town he was pleafed 
to reprieve 34 of them on condition 
of tranfportation for 14 years, and 
to order the other five for execution 
at Ivelcheiter. 

27. The firft air ballon was let up 
at Paris by M. Mongolfier. 

Edinburgh, Aug. 27. Latt mght, 
about feven o’clock, a contiderable 
part of the rock, called Salitbury 
Craigs, tell down, with a noife that 
was by many people who heard it 
taken for thunder. Providentially, 
from the badneis of the weather, 
no perfon was within reach of the 
danger. 

The records of the Eaft India 
company fatally prove the lofs or the 


following fips. The 
Elizabeth in 1763 
Winchelfea 1764 
Holdernefs 1764 
Albion 1764 
Falmouth 1766 
Lord Clive 1767 
Earl of Chatham 1568 
Lord Holland 1769 
Verelit 1775 
Duke of Albany = 1772 
Lord Mansfield 1773 
Huntingdon 1774 
Royal Captain 1774 
Afia 1774 condemned 


M sof Rockingham aos 


C 
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Valentine 1775 
York 1770 
Colebrooke zT9 
Staftord hi-g 
London 1779 


General Barker 1780 
Earl of Dartmouth 1782 


Grofvenor 1782 
Earlot Hertford 1782 
Brilliant 17S2 


Belides the capture of the Wal. 
pole, Citerley, Hillfborough, Royal 
George, Gratton, Mounttiewart, and 
Fortitude, within the fame period, 

29. Were executed at Heavitree, 
near Exeter, John Pidgeon, Patrick 
Dogherty, and Simon Frazer, three 
failors, tor robbing Mr. Brimble. 
comb and Mr. Cooke, near Ply. 
mouth-Dock; Amos Hatherly, tor 
robbing furmer Veale on the high 
way, as he was returning from Ug- 
borough fair, of a purfe containing 
nine guineas; Simon Matters, a 
waggoner, tor robbing Mrs. Anne 
Cook (a pafienger in the waggon he 
was then driving asa fubititute for 
his brother) of 14s. and Elizabeth 
Rumbelow and Richard Mann, for 
fheep-ftealing. ‘They all behaved 
with great decency, and contefled 
their guilr, 

30. An adtion was brought againit 
the corporation of Carlifle for hav- 
ing a ftell acrofs the river Kden at 
Ringarth, by the proprictors of the 
water above the ftell. After a fhort 
hearing, Judge Buller obferved, ut 
was unneceflary to proceed, as there 
was an exprefs act of parliament to 
prevent any river in Great Britain 
having ftells acrofs, and the ry 
gave their verdict accordingly. | he 
corporation let the fifhicry the lait 
three years for $451. per annum. 

Died, aged ¢-, widow Keepus 
of the parith of St. Mary Norwich, 
who fince the year 1757 has beea 
tapped for the dropfy 80 times, avd 
0553 pints of water taken from bess 

amounteeg 
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ting very nearly to 82 pints 
ence, ae hundred and 


eight pints have been drawn off at 
one operation —At Ilford, in Effex, 
Mr. jeremiah Woodgate, aged 107. 
_In the 102d year of her age, Mrs, 
Elizabeth St. John, a maiden lady, 
daughter to James St. John, Efq. 
formerly an eminent goldfmith in 
Lombard -ftreet. —Near Ofweftry, in 
Shropfhire, aged 100 years, One 


Mary Jones. 


SEPTEMBER. 


Extrad of a letter from Madras,’ 
dated the 31 ff of January, received 
in September. 

The Medea, which failed fome 
davs fince for Cuddalore, returned 
this evening with a Dutch so gun 
fhip, which fhe had cut out under 
the batteries that had been erected 
én the beach at Cuddalore, after an 
action of one hour and twenty mi- 
nutes; there were feveral killed on 
board the Dutch fhip, and two or 
three flightly wounded in the Me- 
dea. She came from Batavia with 
flores, part of which fhe had land- 
ed. 

The Dutch fhip taken by the 
Medea is capable of mounting 50 
guns, and had 109 guns on board 
hey belonying to the Bizarre that 
was loft. The Dutch captain was 
on fhore, he had applicd to the 
French commandant for fome troops 
to detend her, which were refufed, 
as fhe was thought to be perfectly 
fate under the cannon of the fort, 
of which the lieutenant was fo well 
convinced, that he negleéted load- 
Ing ithe guns on that fide. The 
Medea boldly ran between the fort 
and the flip, and began a brifk at- 
tack, What guns the fort fired, 
did more mifchief to the Dutch fhip 
than to the Medea ; after engaging 


an hour, fhe ftruck, but not till the 
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lieutenant had formed a refolution of 
running her afhore, which captain 
Gore perceiving, declared he would 
board and put every man to death if 
they attempted it. This threat 
made them defift. Four French 
officers of rank were on board; and 
bad the Medea arrived an hour later, 
fhe probably would have taken moft 
ot the officers of the garrifon, who 
were to have dined on board that 
day. 

Extra& of a letter from the govern- 
ment of Madras to their fubordin- 
ate fettlements. 
General Matthews, on the 17th 

of January laft, took poffeilion of 

Bedanore and Candapore without 

firing a gun, and the whole coun- 

try, except Mungalore, yiclded in 
confequence. In the former of the 
above forts were three battalions of 
col. Baillie’s feapoys, who were re- 
leafed; one thoufand five hundred 
cavalry have been taken, and many 
pieces of cannon from the different 
forts; alfo three fifty gun fhips. 

General Matthews defcribes the 

Gauts as a ftrong barrier between 

him and the Mytore country, the 

eafieft afcent being feven miles for- 
ward, and all the pafles fortified. 

Capt. Donald Campbell, who was a 

prifoner in Hyder-nagur or Beda- 

nore, was fent out to general 

Matthews to make terms, which 

were immediately granted ; that the 

Manager fhould continue in the fame 

appointment as under Hyder. 

Col, Macleod, as ufual, behaved 
nobly ; he attacked the rear of the 
enemy, and made a great flaughter 
of them, with fome lofs on his fide. 
Capt. Haflop, of the royal artillery, 
was wounded in the leg by a cannon 
ball. 

A detachment went  againft 
Mangalore, which was expected to 
fall immediately ; afterwards the 
army was to move for Syringapatam, 

Konig- 






















(4) 


Konig ferg, Sept. 3. The wife of 
a merchant in this city exhibits an 
uncommon example of fecundity. 
She was brought to bed of five chil- 
dren, three fons and two daughters, 
all likely to do well, and the mo- 
ther fuffered no more than is natural 
to expect in fuch a labour. 

4- A treaty of commerce and 
boundary was lately concluded be- 
tween the Ruffian commiflary and 
that of the duke of Courland, by 
which future difputes will be hap- 
Pily prevented between the two 
iates. 

s. A proclamation was iffued for 
taking off the embargo in Ireland, 
on veficls laden or to be laden in the 
ports of Great Britain and Ireland 
with provifions; and that the feve- 
ral regulations contained in his ma- 
jefty’s order of the 18th of Augutt, 
17~0, fhould ceafe and determine. 

The parliament, which ftood pro- 
rogued to Tuefday the ninth day of 
this inftant, September, was tarther 
prorogued to Thurfday the fixteenth 
day ot October next. 

As his majefty was taking the air, 
about five miles from Windfor, he 
met accidentally with the hounds 
which had been fent to fcour the 
fkirts of the foreft, to pick up any 
ftray deer that might have got out 
of their limits. A chace took place, 
and the king joined in the purfuir, 
when coming to a little wooden 
bridge clofe by a mill, which was 
going, the horfe took fright at the 
noife and appearance of the fails, 
and plunged into the river with his 
royal rider upon his back, who, from 
the rapidity and depth of the cur- 
rent, muit have inevitably been 
drowned but for the immediate and 
active affiltance of his attendants. 

Captain Warner arrived with the 
preliminary articles between his ma- 
jetty and the {tates general, figned 
at Paris onthe 2d inttant; as alfo 
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the definitive treaty of peace be. 
tween his majefty and the moft chrif. 
tian and catholi¢vkings, figned at 
Verfailles on the 34 initant, by his 
grace the duke of Manchefter, his 
majefty’s ambaffador extraordinary 
and plenipotentiary, and by the ref 
pective plenipotentiaries of their mot 
chriftian and catholic majetties, and 
the itates general. 

The definitive treaty with the 
united ftates of America was alfy 
fiyned at Paris on the third, 

7+ Was executed at Hardwick 
common, near Lynn, Robert Fox, 
for robbing Ifaac Levi, a Jew lad 
about 16 years of age. 

8. Letters from Liverpool, give 
an account of a violent hurricane 
there, which lafted four hours, dur- 
ing which, nothing was able to 
withftand its fury ; the largeft trees 
were torn up by the roots, many 
houfes unrooted, and almoit all the 
fhips driven from their moorings, 
but none, except one from New- 
foundland, loft. Fortunately the 
ftorm happened in the night, or 
many perfons muft have been killed 
by the falling of chimnies, tiles, 
&c. 

There has been more tempeftuous 
weather all over the globe within 
thefe fifteen months paft than was 
ever known before during the me- 
mory of the oldeft man living; to 
recapitulate the remarkable ttorms 
only would be endlefs ; the lofs ot 
our fhipping on the Atlantic Ocean 
amounts to an incredible fum ; and 
in the Eaft Indies they have had 
two perfect hurricanes, whofe vio- 
lence an European can have no con- 
ception of, unlefs he has been in 
the Weft or Eait Indies, to fee their 
operation, 

g. Were executed at Kennington 
Common, the two ge con- 
victs, viz. George Wood, and \\ il- 
liag Smith; the firit far robbing 
dee 
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deaf and dumb man, in Peckham 
fields of his watch and fome filver; 
the latter for a burglary at Waux- 
hall. ’ 

Asfome men were emptying 
the lead mills, at Temple J ills, 
Hackney, which were repairing, 
they found an urn full of Roman 
coins, fome of them in high prefer- 
yation, with the impreffion of Julius 
Cefar and Conftantine the Great, 

her with feveral medals ;_like- 
wife a ftone coffin, with the fkeleton 
entire, meafuring feven feet nine 
inches long; the infcription on the 
coffin is unintelligible: in removing 
the old foundation a vault was dif- 
covered, in which were feveral urns, 
but quite imperfect: what is very 
remarkable, the vaults, for centuries 
paft, are fuppofed to have been fix- 
teen feet under water. 

Edinburgh, Sept. g. An order ar- 
rived from the lords of the Treafury 
for soool. in addition te the 10,0col. 
formerly given, for the relief of the 

r inthe northern counties in Scot- 
nd. This laft donation is to be dif- 
pofed of in a different manner from 
the former. The grain purchafed 
with the 10,0001. was diftributed 
among the poor without any price 
being exacted for it. ‘The oat-meal 
bought with the soool. tobe fold at 
6d. per peck. 

10. ‘he feffions began at the Old 
Bailey. 

This evening was a remarkable 
total eclipfe of the moon. 

The lord mayor, attended by al- 
dermen Crofby, Peckham, Clarke, 
Sainfbury, Kitchin, Gill, Saunder- 
fon, and the theriffs, deputy record- 
er, city counfcl, remembrancer, and 
town clerk, and about one hundred 
of the council, went to St. James’s, 
with the following addrefs : 

To the King’s moft excellent Ma- 
jefly. 
The humble Addrefs of the Lord 
) 
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Mayor, Aldermen, and Commone 
of the City of London, in Com- 
mon Council affembled. 

May it pleafe ~ Majetty, 

We, your majeity’s moft dutiful 
and loyal fubjects, the lord mayor, 
aldermen, and commons of the city 
of London, in common council af- 
fembled, beg leave to approach your 
majefty, with the fincereft congra- 
tulations on the birth of another 
princefs, and on the happy recovery 
of your illuftrious confort. 

We would exprefs, with more 
than ordinary effufions of joy, our 
feelings upon this occafion, that 
providence has been pleafed to an- 
{wer the prayers and withes of every 
order of your majefty’s loyal fub- 
jects, in preferving the invaluable 
life of our moft gracious queen; a 
life fo eminently ufeful, and fo con- 
fpicuoufly exemplary. 

It is our warmeft with, that the 
throne, thus adorned, may be 
{trengthened and blefled by every 
addition to your royal houfe, and 
that a long and ecafy reign may be 
accompanied with every domettic 
felicity. 

At the fame time, we beg leave. 
furtherto congratulate your majetty, 
upon his royal hignefs the prince of 
Wales having attained his age of 2 
years, and hope that he, being call- 
ed to the great council of the nation, 
may contribute to its profperity, 
protection, and fafety. 

To which his majefty was pleafed 
to give the following anfwer ; 

I return you my hearty thanks 
for your dutiful and loyal congra- 
tulations on the happy recovery of 
the queen, and the birth of another 
princefs; and upon the prince of 
Wales having attained the age of 24 
years. 

Nothing can be more acceptable 
to me than thefe tcftimonies of af- 
fecyon to me and iny family on the 
part 
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part of my faithful fubjects, It is 
the warmeit with ot my ‘ ‘art, and 
has been the contlant object jn my 
lite to 1. te cheit honour and 
happinet: 

13.A remarkable intiance of fertility 
from a grain of red Lammas w heat, 
grew at Upper Areley, in 
Tt produced 68 ears, 
each ear con- 


which 
Statlordihire. 
and be upon an average, 


taines 7S$ gr ains, amoun ti ny to S100 
in the w hole. 
William Marfton Rothwell 


13. 
ae ng William Rothwell, and Mary 
Child, a woman with whom KRoth- 
well cohabited, were tried at the Old 
Bailey, and convicted of coining 
the copper coin of this kinedom 
called hal the punilhment 


Lt pve nce, 
for nment 


which offence 15 mpi ilo 


for one ,) Cule l he couri¢e taken \\ mt 
the above two priti ners was this: 
immediate atter conviction they 


ufual on 
enefit 


were 


ahah being (as 1s 
fimple telont 


ves Wherein the | 


of clergy is allowed) on their knees, 
what they had to lay why judgment 
of death fhould not be patted on 
them according to law ?) Thev we 


by the thatute admit 


cle! rV, 1. C. > benciit of cf 

death. Mr. Silvetter, countel tor 
the crown, then objected avait 
their receiving the benelit ot clerev, 


and that they might be punilhed as 
capital convicts, arguing, that they 
had had their clerzy allowed them 


for a tormer felony, and the tame 
offence | Which th now flood 
convi ‘ , { f (of 


4 Hen. VIL. they were not entitled 


to ita fecond time. On this objec. 


tion ranted on behalf of the crown, 
the } ‘s allowed the crown time 
to draw »yfuch co erpiea to the 
praver ¢ ; Cl y, Wien Was ten- 
dered to the ec this day Lhe 
above efiritin ce of t ’ 
‘ | ' 

ol cic y ” ny ‘ oe es 5 Pe | ete 
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15. Orders were fent from the 
War-oftice to the Heralds-off mn 
Doctors Commons, for the herald de 
to be at the War-office this 
12 0 
the different places, and proclaim 
the peace ; on which occation a party 
of the Horfe Guards were on duty 
to attend the heralds. 

16. Advices have bee: received 
over land trom Fort William, Ben. 
gal, dated the 1oth of March lait, 
which confirm the accounts of the 
treaty with the Mahratta ttate be’ ng 
concluded on the 17th of May, 1782, 
and ratified at Fore William on the 
6th of June following ; that it was 
completely ratified by the paithwa, 
and minilters at Poona, on the 201 h 
ot December; and that the orig 
counterparts of the treaty were r 
nally interchanged, with every pub- 
lic tormality, between Mr. Ander. 
fon and Madajee Sindia, on the 24th 
of February latt. 

His majeft y to fhew the te umony 


day at 
o’clock, to proceed in torm 


of his Ap] probati on towards thofe of 
his Hanoverian fublects. wa 
employed in the detence ot Gibra’- 


} 


tar, ordered a donation to be pres 
fented every foldier belonging tothe 
feveral cor ps It conhited of a icalt 


. | 
to be worn on their arms, with a 
motto, deferiptive of the glorious 
fervice for which it was bettowed, 


His mare! y farther ordered, that 
concerned in the adove 


> {hall come to 


la tne men 


occallion, W hen tlic 


th lieu tS not sation rs. fhall re- 
ceive double the allowance permitted 
to ordinary foldiess. The grena- 
Giers bel neing to the fame body 
are to bear upon their Caps a filver 
plate, given by his mavetty, with 


»>1% a F 


the word GIBRALTAR 
upon it in large letters. 
By a letter from America we 
find feveral gentl: men, on the oth 
ot = rr his excellencv 


ne 
sah r 
‘ \e 


inferibed 


iif, \V iite 


y Carleton, the comma 


y’ gd on 
» 
) 


in 
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‘a chief, witha memorial, in which 


are the following p< aflages : . 

That your memorialitts having 
been deprived ot very valuable eitates 
and confiderable pe rfonal properties 
wichout the lines, and being allo 
obirz t" red to aband on the Ir pofle 7 ions 
ia this city, on account of their loy- 
alty to their fovercign, and attach. 
meat to the Brituh conititution, and 
feeing no profpect of their | lag re- 
iaitated, had determined to remove 
with their families, and fettle in his 
majelty’s province of Nova Scotia, 
on the terms which they un let ritood 
were held out equally to all his ma- 
jeity’s perfecute ed fub; ects. 

That your memor: alitts are much 


alarmed: at an applic ation winch 
thev are nfora ied ftitty-five perfons 
have joined in to your onallieure 


foliciting a recomme ndation tortracis 
ot land in that province e, amounting 
topether to. 2 §,0C0 acres 5 and that 
they have dit patched torward agents 
to furvey the unlocated lands, or 
fele& the moft fertile {pots and de- 
firable fituations. 

The memorial was figned by fix 
hundred and thirty perions. His 
excellency returned an aniwer to the 
tullowing effect: 

hat his excellency, within thefe 
tew days, has had reafon to believe 
that no one perfon will 
larver grant of | nd in Nova S 
than one thoufand acres. ‘Th 
power of iffuing patents tor 
there refides fole ly in the yovert ste 
towhom his excel ney would imine 
diately forward the memortal ; 
which, he appre hends 5 Wi l arriv e 
before patents can be made out tor 
the tract of land mentioned in it. 
And that it was his opinion, no p 
ions thould be all: wed to aie up 
lands in that province but the fe wong 
Mean to refidethere, till the loya 


, 


obtain a 


aa 


“Orta 


lance 
buisiU> 


Nfs are firlt lerved ; and tha t his ex- 
ellen cy would do every thine in his 
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power for the memorialifts, and be- 
lieves they will have no caufe to 
complain. 

‘} he committeewere alfo informed 
from the moit refpectable authority, 
that the report of all the lands being 
occupied about Port Rofeway was 
groundlefs ; governor Parr, who is 
extremely folicitous to do juftice to 
every individual, having made a re- 
ferve of a fufficient quantity of land 
there, tor the accommodation of 
thofe loyalifts who fhould propofe ta 

emb: wk tor that place. 

Berlin, Sept. 1g. The following 
proclamatic n does the higheit ho- 
nour to the feelings of the king of 


Pruilia, who therein pays the mott 
commendabie regard to the dignity 
OT Mian ° 


Wrercas his m jefly the king of 
Prufia, &c. our mot gracious foe 
vereion will not permit that any of 
his fub) livering into his hand 
petiti ns or addre Tes S, fliould kocek 
to his majeliy (an honour due tothe 
Givinity, _* ic Which Is no ways ne- 
ceflary when hi s {aid fubjects have 

y thing to deliver to him); his 
majeity is therefore gracioully pleaf- 
ed to order by this prejent, that the 
co mit ory ot Breflau flall caule this 
rete to be rea d from the - pulp nts 
ot ult the evangelic churches in this 
province ot Sileiia, and the fufira- 
vantoi Roth Kirck to do the faire 
in the Roman eatholic church, thac 

all and every one may he infoemed 
it is his majelty’s s pleafure that no 
kneeling thail in future be practited 
in honourto his perfon. The fu- 
preme coniifiory fhall therefore take 
the neecflury ileps tothe above pur- 
pote. 


jects ac 


(signed) FREDERICK, 
Given at Bettlern, Au- 
pall 30, 278°. 


New Dork, Sept. 20. By a gene 
tleman juit arrived from Canada, 
who caine over the Lakes, we learn, 
that 
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that the great houfe of magazine, 
fituated within the fort of St. John, 
on Lake Champlain, was fet on fire 
by a flath of lightning, on gree | 
evening, the 22d of Augutt, and, 
together with the ftores that were in 
#t, confumed to afhes, except about 
600 barrels of gun-powder ina vault 
under the houfe, which received no 
damage; the garrifon, dreading an 
explofion, fled to the woods a tew 
aalioe above and below the tort ull 
Sunday morning, when returning 
to clear away the rubbifh, they per- 
ceived freth danger, and retired a- 
gain, more alarmed than betore ; 
but no accident happened on that 
day ; and on Monday morning, a- 
bout ten o'clock, the garnifon rece 
turned, and were employed under 
the direction of the commanding of- 
ficer, the chicf engineer, who ar- 
rived from Montreal, and the com- 
manders in the lake fervice, in clear- 
ing away the rubbith, collecting 
fuch materials as were not of an in- 
flammatory nature, and getting all 
things into order, —The intrepidity 
ot two Britith foldiers deferves par- 
ticular notice; the covering of a 
f{inall flore-houfe, containing filled 
bombs, cartr.dges, &c. within a 
tew feet of the great houfe, during 
the conflagration, had taken fire, 
yet they had the refolution to tirip 
otf fuch part of the thingling as was 
on fire, and extinguitfhed ir, and the 
wind blowing a contrary way, the 
houfe was faved; and on Monday 
afternoon, no apprehenfion of dan- 
ger remained. 

Eieht new peers were created. 

The maletactors, being ring- 


leaders in running the Switt cutter 
on thore near Rye, in Suffex, on the 
30th of latt Augut, who were con- 
victed laft week at the Old Bailey of 
being tound at large, atter receiving 
fentence ot tranfportation, were exe- 
cuted at Tyburn, 
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22 The feffion ended, when 58 
convicts received fentence of death ; 
g> were fentenced to be tranf{ported, 
73 of whom were capital conviés 
who had received his maijefty’s 
mercy on that condition; three or. 
dered to hard labour on the river 
Thames; twe to be kept to hard Ja. 
bour in the houfe of correction, and 
three on the Thames; 12 to be 
publicly whipped, feven ordered to 
be privately whipped; fix to beim- 
prifoned in Newgate; and 32 were 
difcharged by proclamation, 

This teffions exhibited a far more 
melancholy fpectacle than ever was 
recited in the annals of the Old 
Bailey. 

23. A dreadful fire broke out at 
Bigglefwade, in Bedfordthire, about 
tour miles from Potton. 

Rome, Sep!. 23. After different 
experiments made to extract onl from 
grape-ftones, a new manufacture of 
that production has been eftablithed, 
with the approbation of his holinefs, 
who, at the tame time, ordered, 
that the procedure of the Sieur An- 
tone Chinozzi, who is the author 
of the proper machine for extratt- 
ing the oil, be made public. 

24. About half patt ten o'clock a 
terrible fire broke out at a diitiller’s 
at Gun Dock, Wapping, which 
burnt very furioutly ull near one 
o’cloch, betore the engines could be 
fupplied with water; upwards of 
3. houfes were entirely confumed 
to afhes, and about 12 more greatly 
damaged before it was extinguithed; 
feveral people were mifling, and fome 
firemen greatly bruifed by the tall- 
ing of two houfes. It was near fix 
o’clock the next morning before it 
was got under. 

Extrak of a letter from Dublin, 
Sept. 25. 

This dav exhibited a fight at 
which humauity fhrinks back ap- 
palled.—Thoufands of itarving and 
induftrious 
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indufirious weavers 1n the woollen 
branch made a proceffion through 
all the principal ftreets of the capi- 
tal, with the golden fleece, which 
formerly fed, clothed, and diftufed 
happinefs among millions, Wrapped 
up in black, truely piclureique of 
the lamentable fituation to which 
the fons of indultry were reduced, 
by the deplorable {tate of the manu- 
fattures of Ireland. The fleece was 
carried by feveral of thefe children 
of want, in deep mourning, attend- 
ed by an innumerable croud of their 
brethren in diftrefs, in mourning 
cloaks, hat-bands, and weepers. 

They had in their hands fhuttles, 

alas! without even weft! others had 

banners with mottos: 

PROTECTING DUTIES, or 
WAYS and MEANS to LIVE. 
They diftributed hand-bills through 
the city, flating, in a modeft well 
digefted narrative, their prefent ti- 
tuation, imploring the protection of 
their countrymen and fellow citi- 
zens. In their various progrefs 
through the town they conducted 
themfelves with propricty, and we 
are happy tohear, without any riot 
or unlucky circumftance taking 
place—the fureit means of fecuring 
the countenance and intereit of thole 
who with them employment and 
happinefs. 

The lord mayor, aldermen, and 
common council, waited on her ma- 
icy at St. James’s with the follow- 
ing addrefs: 

To the Queen’s moft excellent Ma- 

jefty. 

The humble Addrefs of the Lord- 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mons, of the City of Lon Jon, in 
Common Council affembled. 

May it pleafe your Majetly, 

We the lord-mayor, aldermen, 
and commons, of the city of Lon- 
don, in common-council affembled, 
— beg leave to approach your 

y*3. 
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majefly with the moft fincere con. 
gratulations upon the birth of an. 
other princefs, and your majefty’s 
happy recovery. 

Permit us turther, madam, to 
congratulate your majeity, upon his 
royal highnels the prince of Wales 
having attained to the age of 21 
ye irs, and we fincerely hope and 
think that he will fill the important 
tation, to which he is called, with 
dignity to himfelf, and profperity 
to this country, 

To which her majefty returned 
the following anfwer: 

I thank you for your congratula- 
tions on the birth of another prin- 
cefs, On my recovery, and on the 
prince of Wales having attained the 
age of tWenty-one years. 

Rome, Se; A confiderable 
theft was committed lait night at the 
altar of the Virgin of Providence in 
the church of St. Charles at Cati- 
nari of the Bazabite Fathers; fome 
thieves having concealed theinfelves 
in the evening in that church, they 
{tole away the imace of the Holy 
Virgin, fome precious pearls, gold 
rings, filver fymbols, and other 
jewels, valued at soc 
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Crows. 


Dantzick, Sept. 27. In confe- 
quence of a difference ariien be- 
tween the court of Berlin and the 


inhabitants of this citv, the latrer 
has been entirely blocked up tor 
three days p iff, 

Died lately in Hungary, a wo- 
man aged s18 vears. She had been 
married three times, and enjoyed a 
ood it ite of health to the end of 
her days. Her laft hufband, by 
whofe death the was left a widow, 
was a foldicr in the imperial tr 


YDS. 


i 
OCTOBER. 


1. The king’s proclamation of 
the definitive treaty being figned at 
Verfanles, the 3d of September, be- 
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tween England, France, and Spain, 
and the ratifications being ex- 
changed the roth, was read at the 
Royal Exchange gate by Mr. Bithop, 
the common crycr ot London, at- 
tended by fome city otheers, and 
was afterwards ftuck up in divers 
parts. 

The Bank of Paris, denomi- 
nh: ioe Caifle’ d'Efcom pte, io} ped 
aie ‘nt. 

. Letters from Gibraltar, con- 
tained an account of the communt- 
cation having been opened between 
the garrifon and the Spanifh cont- 
nent on this d: ay, when a im: il 

was difpatched tor England, &c. 1 
the ufual manner. 

4. Arrived in London, the ratifi- 
cation, onthe part ot the itates ge- 
neral ot the United Provinces, of 
the Preliminary Articles figned at 
Paris on the 2d of September ait, 
which was exchanged with his grace 
agrainit his majetty’s ratification, on 
the 29th of latt month, at Paris, by 
the plenipotentiaries of their high 
mi ightinedle S. 

This morning a number of con- 
viéts on board the lighter which 
wis irrying them to the tranfport 
hip, mutinied, and behaved very 
unruly. Some } umpe d over the fide 
the vetlel, and were taken up by 
the boats tm attendance; but one 
of them was fhot dead. ‘This pro- 
voked the convicts fo that they af- 
feinbled together at one end ot the 
lighter, and began pelting and 
otherwife mal-treaung the guard, 
who thereupon fired “upon the riot- 
ers, and one whom they had mark- 
ed | to bé very vcOus alto 
thot dead upon the { pote 
Baxcracd of a letter from New York, 
AQOdober 0. 

With inexpreilible griet I inform 
you, that not a man, woman, or 
child of your corpse, who embarked 


of 


out » Was 


aladly 
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for Nova Scotia, are now in exiftence, 

The unhappy fate of fo many 
gallant friends tortures me with the 
mott heart breaking anguith; ang 
the lofs of my poor dead child over. 
whelms my very foul with forroy 
and defps ir. 

This defperate event was yefler. 
day communicated to me by captain 
White, for merly of P hiladelphia, 
He fays, that about eight days ago, 
at Port Roteway, he faw the matter 
and part of the crew of the tran{port 
fhip M: tha, who had been takea 
up at fea in a very dittrefled condi. 
tion, by a fifhing boat belong: ing to 
that port; that he was informed by 
—— Willis, the faid matter, that 
he had commanded the Martha 
tranf{port, which failed trom New 
York with a flect deftined for the ni. 
ver St. John’s; that he had on board 
the corps of Mary land loyalits, and 
part of colonel} Ludlow’s battalion : 
that on his paffage he had {eparated 
from the fleet, and on the 2oth of 
September was ftanding in tor the 
coait, intending at four o’clock in 
the morning, at the calling of the 
watch, to tack and ttand off again ; 
that juft before the time intended 
for coming about, the flip ftruck 
on one ot the funken rocks of Seal 
liland, within the mouth of the Bay 
of Fundy ; that on her ftriking the 
foldiers were gettin ¢ into 4 reat ci 
tufion; but the officers, who Wil ill 
fays, behaved with the ereateft com- 
pofure and intrepidity, drew theit 
fwords, took potiethon of the gang- 
way, and ordered that they fhoul id 
not interfere with the duty of the 
failors, but relign their fate to the 
matter and crew; that theretore 
they were to obey ‘their orders, and 
not to act until called tor fuch fer- 
vices as might be in their power to 
render; that the mafts were order 
ed to be cut away, and the matter, 
wit 
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with part of the crew, were fent in 
the fmall boat with a kedge anchor, 
to try to heave her off; that mean 
time about ninety perfons were put 
on board the long boat ; that be- 
fore fhe could be put off from the 
fide, a heavy {well of the fea rolled 
dway the thips maitts, when the yard 
went through the boat’s bottom, and 
every foul inftantly perithed ; and 
aiter two or three minutes the flip 
fplit to pieces, and every perfon re- 
maining in her peri” ed, amounting 
together, to two hundred and fitty ; 
that he was diftant about 100 yards 
from the horrid feene, and percciv- 
ed the officers to the very lait, brave- 
ly exerting their efforts for the pro- 
per difcipline and government of 
their men; that he continue. for 
fome days at fea without provifions 
and water, until he was taken up by 
afithing veffel as recited. 

N. B. When this corps marched 
from Philadelphia, it confitted of 
about four hundred, of which num- 
ber, including invalids, only 22 
now remain. 

The following is atrue ftate of 
the debts due trom the Thirteen 
United States of America, as ap- 
pears from the financier generals ac- 
count the 30th of May, 1783. 

Foreign debt, 7,885,c65 dollars. 
Domettic ditto, 34,115,290 dollars. 
Total, 42,000,355 dollars. Equal 
to 9,450,079]. 17s. Od. fterling. 

Annual intereit on foreign debts, 
atfour and five per cent. 366,038 6 40 
dollars. Ditto on domettic ditto, at 
fix per cent. 2,046,917 dollars, To- 
tal 2,415,955 6 40 dollars, Equal 
0 $43,589]. 17s. Gd. fterling. 
Deficiencies due from the feveral 

counties of New ferfey from the 

1it of January to the zoth of 

June 1783. 

Bergen county 1069 12 3 dol- 
lars, Kiiex 3565 14 4 ditto. Mid- 
dlefex 3354 8 o ditto. Monmouth 
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gost rs o ditto. Somerfet 4572 06 


ditw. Burlington 5228 2 10 ditto, 
Gloucefter gg2 11 10 ditto. Salem 
2501 19 4.ditto. Cape May 1243 
oo ditto. Huntingdon 6666 1 7 
ditto. Morris 4582 6 8 ditto. Cum- 
berland, paid nothing, 2700 0 o 
ditto. Suflex, ditto, 4800 0 o ditto. 
Total 44,292 11 10 dollars. 

Paris, O&. 10. We have had oc- 
cafion to obferve, that ftorms have 
been moftly general on the 3d of 
Augutt lait, but no part of the king- 
dom feems to have fuffered fo much 
as the countries adjacent to Orleans. 
On the above day a ftorm arofe, 
which taking its direction from S. 
W.to N. EK. over-ran, in leis than 
halfan hour, a fpace of 20 leagues 
by one. By its dreadful and rapid 
effects, 20 parifhes have loft every 
hope of a crop, which was the moft 
promifing ever known. The ham- 
ler of Saint Bohaire fuffered mott; 
all the trees were torn up by the 
roots, the chimnies beat down, and 
every houfe, mill, and barn un- 
roofed. ‘The timber work of the 
church, ¢6 tect in length, 24 in 
breadth, and 19 in batake, vhich, 
though builtin the year 1355, was 
as good as new, gave way during the 
evening fervice. Luckily only one 
life was loft, and about 40 were 
wounded; the reft owed their lives 
to the ftrony cicling that fupported 
the timber frame. 

By letters trom Grenoble we re- 
ceive the melancholy information, 
that the heavy rains which fell for 
two months fucceflively, in too great 
an abundance to flow through the 
ordinary channels, foon formed the 
moft rapid torrent, which have cauf- 
ed very confiderable damaces, hav- 
ing entirely flopped up fome roads, 
and damaged or rendered impaffable 
fome others, the waters carrying 
off houfes, mills, &c. and filling the 
plains with flones, fome of which 
(D 2) 
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are of an enormous fize. The vil- 
lage called Vaulnavey, fituate with- 
in three leagues ot Grenoble, fuf- 
fered the mott, its unfortunate in- 
habitants having lott their all, even 
to the utenfils ot hufbandry ; whiltt, 
reduced to general want, moit ot 
them fell a prey toan epidemic dif- 
temper, which had began its ravages 
fome tine betore the dreadful cata- 
ftrophe. 

New Vork, Seft. 13. The general 
afflembly ot the ftates of Pennfylva- 
nia had it in contemplation to build 
a college at the borough of Carlile, 
in the faid flate; and had lately 
caufed the bill for that purpofe to 
be printed for public confideration. 
« The grand attempt to raife 
the Royal George was made, the 
water being all itarted, and every 
effort ufed to fucceed ; but, very un- 
fortunately, feveral of the cables 
broke, and fome other things gave 
way, which rendered the {fcheme a- 
bortive. 

Berlin, O&. 14. A Praffian noble- 
man having lately prefented a peti- 
tion to his fovercign, for the pur- 
pofe of obtaining a commiffion in 
the army for his fon, received from 
his majefty an anfwer to the follow- 
ing purport : 

Mott illuitrious, dear and faithful, 

I have feen your petition con- 
cerning your fon. It is proper to 
inform you, that fome time fince I 
have given orders to admit no per- 
fons of rank in my armies, as thofe 
genticmen after a campaign or two, 
thinking themfelves exceedingly re- 
nowned, gencrally retire and fettle 
on their own citates, where they 
enjoy the reputation of having been 
in the fervice. If your fon choofes 
to be a foldier, I] atlure you that his 
title will avail nothing for his pre- 
ferment, unlefs he endeavours to 
acquire the knowledge requifite in 
his profeflion. 


= mie OY er Se Se 
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P. S. In the king’s own hand.— 
As our young nobility In yeneral 
never learn any thing, they are of 
courfe exceedingly ignorant, In 
England, one of the king’s fons 
wifhing to inftruct himfelf, has nog 
ferupled to fet out in the navy asa 
common failor. If any one of our 
men of fafhion fhould by chance dif. 
tinguifh himfelf, and prove ufefyl 
to his country, he will have no oc. 
cahon to plume himfelf on his qua. 


lity. ‘Litles and birth are mere va 
nity and folly. True merit is per- 
fonal. 


(Signed) FREDERIC. 

15. ‘The bifhop of Ofnaburg took 
poflcilion of his bifhoprick. 

Paris, O2. 17. Mr. de Mont. 
golfier brought his air balloons to 
fuch perfection that he and one of 
his workmen took an aerial | journey 
in one of them, 

A letter from Drontheim, in Nor- 
way, has the following article; we 
have tor two months patft been vi- 
fited by the moft ttormy weather that 
ever was remembered here. The 
damage done both at fea and on 
fhore is very great; moit of the 
fhips in the harbour were forced 
from their moorings, and run foul 
of each other; feveral were funk, 
and fome thrown on fhore foas notto 
be got off. We have not been able 
yet to colleét the particulars of the 
damage done, but certainly it is very 
great; andon fhore many houfes in 
different parts were blown down, 
and fome of the inhabitants buried 
in the ruins. 

Letters from Turin advifed, that 
his Sardinian majetty had granted a 
charter for the eftablifhment oi a 
Royal Philofophical Society, upon 
a fimilar plan with that in this me- 
tropolis. The king ha. made this 
learned body, w hich confitts ot fome 
of the mott eminent Senet in Italy, 
France, and Germany, a preicat 
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of a noble edifice, and a handfome 
library, befide paying the houfhold 
expences and officers falaries, which 
gmount to abont Cool. per agnum. 

The Philofophical Socicty of 
Edinburgh lately received a royal 
charter trom the king, by which it 
js incorporated under the title of 
The Royal Society of Scotland, in= 
fituted for the advancement of 
Jearning and ufetul knowledge. The 
members are divided into phyfical 
and literary claffes. The objects of 
the firit are mathematics, phyfic, 
natural hittory, arts, manufactures ; 
ot the fecond antiquities, and phi- 
lological learning. ; 

Philadelphia, OF. 18. The people 
called Quakers, in America, h ving 
been long imprefled with a tente ot 
the iniquity of the flave trade, at 
length enjoined the members of their 
fociety to liberate all fuch as thev 
held in bondage, but finding a dif- 
polition in fome full to continue and 
carry on this unrighteous trafhe, 
they believed it to be their reli- 
gious duty, at their late anniver- 
fary meetings, to prefent an addres 
to the United States in conerefs, 
which was favourably received, and 
acommittee thereupon appointed by 
congrefs to take the fame into con- 
fiderat! » . 

ig. * + Meff. Pickerferlls’ wag- 
gon, with eight horfes, was pafling 
over the bridye at Boroughbri lige, 
heavy loaded with wool, it was met 
upon the fummit by another loaded 
Waggon; and the bridge | cing very 
harrow, it occafioned them to come 
fo near the parapet walls to lct each 
other pafs, that 40 feet of the faid 
wall on one fide gave way, together 
with the pavement the wheels were 
upon, fo that Mef?. Pickerfyill’s 
Waggon was overturned into the ri- 
ver, by which means four of the 
horfes were killed; and the other 
tour would certainly have flared the 
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fame fate, had they not broke loofe 
in the waggon’s defcent. 

20. The Ruffians took poffeffion 
of Crimea, and prince Heraclius, 
fovereign of Georgia, yielded up 
his fceptre to the immortal Ca- 
therine. 

A fire broke out at Altenburg, 
and confumed to afhes two hundred 
houfes, and other edifices, with all 
their contents. 

22. The report was made to his 
majefty in council of the convicts 
under fentence ot death in Newgate, 
when the tollowing were ordered for 
execution on Tuefday next the 28th 
inftant, viz. William Moore, John 
Burton, Thomas Duxton, alias 
Duckfon, John Pilkington, James 
Neale, alias John Nowlan, ‘Tho- 
mas Smith, John Starkey, Matthew 
Daniel, Jofeph Scott, John Ander 
fon, John Francis, and John Book- 
er, alias Brooker. The followin 
were refpited during his majefty’s 
yleafure, viz. William Marfton 
Rothwell, alias William Rothwell, 
John Wright, Willam Blunt, John 
Berryman, Jofeph Abraham, Ro- 
bert Mott, Wilham M‘Namara, 
Mary ‘arry, Morgan Williams, 
Andrew Ronan, William Sharman, 
John Fuller, Margaret Ann Smith, 
alias Gibbs, Robert Steward, Thoe 
mas Sutton, John Barker, William 
Glanville, Anne Farmer, Elizabeth 
Jones, Thomas Tanner, Peter Wil- 
liams, and Thomas Limpus. 

Canterbury, O4. 24. Some few 
days ago 46 lambs in keep at a fare 
mer’s in this neighbourhood dying 
very fuddenly, the grazier they be- 
longed to had feveral of them opens 
ed, when the caufe of their death 
was difcovered to be owing to their 
having eaten mint roots, quantities 
of which were found undigefted in 
their ftomach. 

25. This day being the anniver- 
fary of the king’s acceflion to the 
(D 3) throne, 
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throne, when his majefty entered 
into the twenty-fourth year of his 
reign, it was obferved with the ufual 
demonttrations. 

Madrid, O&. 28. I: being fettled 
by the definitive treaty, that every 
thing was to be in the fame fitua- 
tion as before the war, general Ehott 
had fent notice to the chief com- 
mander at Saint Roche, to demolith 
the works raifed in the front during 
the fiege; the Spanith officer an- 
{wered, that he had received no or- 
ders for their demolition, but that 
he would fend an exprefs immedi- 
ately to courc aboutit, to which go- 
vernor Eliott replied, that he fhould 
not wait the return of the 
but would make 


courier, 
himfelt matter of 


thofe works twenty-iour hours, 
which was accordingly done. 

Cop. ana t, Oc. 23. We have 
accounts trom Iceiand, that the new 
afl - which rofe trom the tea, near 
~waalen now bears the form of a 
very high mountain ; the fea there- 

abouts, which was tco tathoms 


deep, i$ _ in many places only 
a>. ‘Lhe lava, 
fie new vol 
Skapt fie ld, 
and three 


which from 
anoes, in the dittrict of 
has detlroyed 12 farms 
churches The cinders 
thrown trom thefe mountains are a 


rubs 


mixture of pumice-ttone, fand, and 
fulphur, which has much damaged 
the country on which it tell, and 
hurts the ‘cattle put to graze on 
ficlds unpregnated therewith 

oi. j hate. Ni foun lland, O.%. 
29. [Ihe Frevch have taken pot: 
felhon of the iflands of Mi jue lon 
and St. ! eter, and the ¢ irifon of 
t} places, which contifted only 
o! nen re removed thither, 
ae hie we are ai \ \ I Vs nef 
pre} tora hard winter, which 

g. The fe s be-an at the Old 
Darcy, 

Suing labourine men at Axmin- 
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fter being at work ina well in the 

parifh of Membury, which the "vy had 
funk to near eighty feet, twenty feer 
ot which they had’ wal! adi it withour 
any misfortune, on Tuctday m orn- 
ing lait, two of the men being down 
at ‘thee labour, one of them ima. 
gined he heard a crack above him, 
which he thoi ight to be the giving 
way of the {panning ; but the other 
wus under no apprehenti 10ns Of dan- 
ger, and theretore would not get up 
with his companion; the firit was 
no fooner drawn up, but the whole 
gave way, and fell in upon the poor 
young man below, and buried him 
unde rat leaft 16 teet ot the rul bbith 
pe rpendic ular, to the great concern 
of the pe ople upon the furface, and 
narrow efcape of his coinr: de, who 
naturally concluded he was crufhed 
to atoms; therefore, trom the ge- 
neral confulion of all around, and 
the prevailing opinion that he was 
inevitably killed, no attempts were 
that day to dig out the body, 
the next morning, when the 
poor man had lain in this g loomy 
cavern at lea 
men 


nN ade 
but 


t 24 hours, a number 
from Axmintter went in 
fearch of his fuppofed remains, when 
they had not laboured for much 
more than two hours, before they 
heard a noife from below, uttering 
an awful found. ‘They made a 
paufe, and, to their great attonith- 
ment, knew it to be a human voice; 
theretore purfuing their labour with 
redoubled Vivour, they {oon came 
to the he mn: in, whom they found 
not only alive, but in every refpect 
unhurt, as the {panning t roan an 
archway over his head, which pro- 
. identi ly faved him from deitruc- 
Gon; but to the r wonder of 
a furreund: ing mt ttitude. thev found 


O} 


ure atc 


that he had actually dug himéelf 
upwards (by the afhitance of fome 
flicks he had in the well) for at leatt 


. . " ] ' : ' “ay ne 
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foil which buried him) and would 

have delivered himfelf from 
thofe doleful regions of woe, had 
not help been given him 

The manner of his refpiration 1s 
likewile not lefs wondert ul; at his 
frit confinementin the well he foon 
found a difficulty of breathing, of 
which he contidered the caufe; and 
lke a wife phyfician, quickly re- 
moved it, by making an opening to 
the water in the bortom of the well, 
which he — would purity the 
gir. Ichad the defired effect, trom 
whence he derived freth life; and as 
long as the communication was pre- 
ferved between the air and the wa- 
ter, he found no further difhiculty 
for want of breath, 

But what ftill adds to the fur- 
prize of this atlonifhing narrative 
is, that when nature was exhautted 
and his ftrength fpent, the young 
man actually ilept, and dreamed of 
his deliverance in his way through 
the caverns of the earth; this be- 
tag the only refrefhment nature 
could receive, gave him freth vi- 
gour to profecute his enlargement. 

One of the houfes or induttry in 
Suffolk, which originally coft: 2,0001. 
has anfwered the object of its infti- 
tution fo fully, that, whilft they 
have difcharged Socol. of their ori- 
ginal debt, they have alfo lowered 
the poor’s rates one-eighth. In 
thefe houfes the poor are remarkabl 
well provided ior, and all the gen- 
tlemen of the county, in rotation, 
attend the quarterly and monthly 
meetings, 

Died lately at Leicefter, in her 
focth year, Mrs. Bancart, who 
could ead without fpectacles till 
within a fortnight of her death. 
She buried her hufband in 1765, 
aged 104 years —At Navarre in 
France, Monf. James le Meflurier, 
aged 118 years, — At Carrickfergus, 
i Ireland, Patrick O’Conner, aged 
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104.—At Gronengen, in Holland, 
one Peter Maviere, a fitherman, 
aged 107.—At Troup, near Banff, 
in Scotland, Elizabeth Clark, aged 
104- 


NOVEMBER. 


1. The feffions, by reafon of Ef- 
foign day, clofed on the Middlefex 
fide, when fentence of death was 
pafled on 12 capital convicts, ten 
were ordered to be tranfported, at 
to be whipped, and kept to hard la- 
bour in the houfe of corre¢tion, 
three to be imprifoned in Newgate, 
and 23 to be difcharged by procla— 
mation, 

4. More than half of Beefdorf. a 
very large country town in Pruffia, 
was reduced by fire to a heap of ruins, 

The fetlions ended, when fix more 
convicts received judgment of death ; 
fix were fentenced to be tranfported ; 
five to be kept to hard labour in the 
houfe of correction; one to be im- 
prifoned in Newgate; three whipt 
and difcharged; and ten delivered 
on proclamation, 

§. The report was made to his 
majefty by Mr. Recorder of the cafe 
of John Auftin, who on Saturday 
was indicted (with one Bowman, 
then at large, but fince taken) for 
felonioufly affaulting John Spicer in 
a field at Bethnal Green, cutting 
and wounding him in a_ cruel 
manner, and robbing him of a 
watch and fome money; when his 
majeity gave orders for his exe- 
cution to morrow. 

Paris, Nov. 5. An edict has late- 
ly been iffued by his majetty, 
which will caufe a prodigious revo- 
jution in the department of the cuf- 
toms and excife: this edi¢t fupprefles 
the whole corps of fermiers gene- 
raux, or farmers general, and places 
the management of thefe two 

branches of the revenue in the hands 
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of commiffioners, fuch as have the 
management of the cuftoms and ex- 
cife in England. The fuppreffion, 
however, was not to take place ull Ja- 
Nuury next. 

About a quarter after one o’clock 
inthe morning, a fire broke out in 
the worktliops lschind the dwelling- 
houfs ot Mr. ne ddon, 0 Alderf- 
gate ftreet ; it was halt an hour be- 
tore the engines could work, and 
there was not plenty of water tor 
afull half hour more. ‘The flames 
{pread with aftonifling and dread- 
ful rapidity, proceeding quite into 
Barsholomew-clofe. Among many 
others, the houtcs were 
entirely 


. os fanevee } I) 
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following 
Mmcw ck ic, th ic ot Ni« (i, re Wet 
nn d >| le l, ‘ lr _ - yO > se} 
and olace, dry-laifers, toperacr Wwita 
their adjotinine warechoutes; Mr. 
Huot, Mr. Starkie, and that ad- 
“ara ‘ea 
joining; Mr. Witheng, Mr. Bur- 


} 


kitt, and Mr. Dodd, In Little Bar- 
tholomew-clote, that of Mr. Sevy- 
mour, tthe la actoming build- 
ine, tocether with all the houtes in 


Lhe flames then 
cht the Opp ite inte ot thew ay, 
and conjumed the dwelling-houfe, 


workfhops, and warchoules of P Leif 


. 
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Sedcon’s very extenlive workfhops, 


with mahogany in planks, and rich 
cabinet-work, toa vail amount, were 
contumed; the dweiling-houle took 
fire about a quarter pait three, and 
the tront fellata yuarter | ciore five, 
when feveral firemen, and fome o- 
thet yx ‘ple were hurt It 1S com=-— 
puted thatat leatt 30 houfes were con- 


fumed, and about socamaced. The 
lols in effects 15 rmmente. 
11. The prince of 


Wales firtt 
took his feat in the houfe of peers, 
as duke ¢ t Cornwall. For the cere. 
monal fee the Public Papers. 

His mayett to the houfe of 
peers, and opened the fethons of 
pachament wih a moll gracious 


icilv Went 
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fpeech, which mentioned the great 
decreafe of the public revenue, and 
as feveral members of the houfe of 
commons expatiated on the perni- 
cious effects of {muggling; the fol- 
lowing account may be acceptable, 
Imported into Europe 6,000,000 Ib, 
of tea by the Englih, 
Ditto 13,090,000 lb. by foreigners, 
Above two thirds of the whole 
are confumed in Great Britain and 
Ireland. ‘The laft feafon 14,600,0c9 
Ib. of tea, befides filks, nankeens, 
&c. were exported from China to 
Europe, in 16 toreien flips, part 
of which has been, and moit of the 
refl will be fmuggled into theft 
KIN CCOMS. 
8 Portuguefe 
"Putcan 
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16 large fliips. 
About 40 foricn fhips failed for 
the Eaft Indies and China in 1782 
and 1782, with intent to return to 
Europe «ad America in 1784, laden 
chigiy with tea, a confiderable part 
of which will be fmuggled tuto 
Great Britain and Ireland, unlefs 
the pariiament take fome cflectual 
means to prevent it. 
14¢ Lord Powis reported to the 
houfe ot peers that her maiefty had 
been waited upon with a congratu- 
latory mefface ef that houie, to 
Which her majelly had been pleafed 
to return the following moi g 


Pe ] 


fa" 
cious anfwer: 
My Lords, 
I return my fincereft thanks to the 
houie of peers. - Their duty to the 


king, and attention to me, calls 
forth my warmett acknowledge- 
ments. 


_The fpeaker reported to the houfe 
of commons his majetty’s aniwer ta 
their addrefs, and which is as fol- 
lows : 

Gentlemen 





1783+] 


Gentlemen, a 
J thank you for this very dutiful and 


efiectionate addrefs, and for the trefh 
mark you give of your attachment 
to me and my family in the congas 
tulation on the happy recovery of 
the queen, and the birth of another 
incefs. ’ 
TF eeceire with the utmott fatis- 
faftion your affurances of promot- 
ing fuch meafures as may tend to 
the fupport of the national credit, 
snd tothe welfare of my people. 
And I confider the unanimity with 
which they are offered as a happy 
earnelt of the fuccefs of your endea- 
yours. ——— 

Lord John Cavendifh likewife re- 
yorted her may fiy’s aniwer to the 
meflage of congratulation, voted by 
the houfe of commons, in the tol- 
lowing words : 

Gentlemen, 

I return my fincereft thanks to the 
houle of commons for this frefh in- 
fance of duty to the king, and at- 
tention to me. 

Mr. jecretarv Fox prefented to the 
houfe of commons, copies of the de- 
finitive treatics of France, Spain, 
and the United States of Ame- 
rica, 

7» The duke of Portland pre- 
fented to the houfe of peers the de- 
finitive treaties between France, 
Spain, and the United States of 
America. 

The tollowing advices were re- 
ceived Nov. 21it, at the India-houfe. 

Sir Edward Hughes arrived at 
Madras on the 13th of April, with- 
out falling in with any part of the 
French fleet. Sir Eyre Coote ar- 


rived at Madras on the 24th of 
April, bringing with him ten lacks 
Ol rupees, and died on the 26th. 
General Stuart, at the head of the 
Britifh army, marched to Cudda- 
lore, after Tippoo Saib hed evacu- 
On the 13th of 


aed the Carnatic. 
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June the general attacked the French 
lines, and carried the redoubts with 
a very heavy lofs on our part, com- 
puted at 616 Europeans and 356 
fepoys killed, wounded, and mif- 
fing. On the 2¢th ot June theene- 
my made a fally from the fort, and 
advanced clofe-up to our works, 
commencing and fupporting the af- 
fault with great {pirit and intrepi- 
dity, but they were repulfed with 
the lofs of about 200 Europeans, and 
their colonel D’Aquitane taken pri- 
foner. It is unagined the garrifon 
muft have fhortly fubmitred, when 
an account of the peace arrived, and 
a ceflation of hoitilities immediately 
took place. On or about the 2cth 
of June there was an engagement 
between the two fleets, buc not de- 
cilive. Colonel Lang had made an 
irruption into the Coimbatoor coun- 
try, fubduing Caroor and Dende- 
gul, when he was recalled io join 
the grand army before Cuddalore, 
and colonel Fullerton invetted with 
the command, who with great fpirit 
and activity had pulhed on to Da- 
rampore, one hundred and twenty 
miles trom Seringapatam, ‘Tippoo’s 
capital, which tell to him the firtt 
of June. He then received an or- 
der tomove back to Cuddalore, and 
Was, on the news of ihe \) icilication, 
on his return to the Coimbatoor 
country ttrongly retuiorced, by the 
latett accounts ‘om him. ‘i hree 
hundred Europeans, with powder 
and provifions, were fent from Ma= 
dras to Mangalore, in his majeity’s 
fhips Britto! and Ifis, with the in 
tention of enabling colonel Camp- 
bell, to take the ficld, it expedient. 
Tippoo caib, aiter he quitted the 
Carnatic, advanced to Bidnore, and 
by the accounts brought to ellie 
cherry and Anjengo, general Ma- 
thews, with his force, confilting of 
fevetal detachments from three of 
the king’s regiments and the com- 
pany’s 
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pany’s troops, making in all 600 
FKuropeans and 1600 fepoys, were 
firuated in the province of Bidnore, 
and are faid to have furrendered, on 
condition of marching out of the 


garrifon, with all the honours of 


war, and retiring to Mangulore. 
This capitulation was fhametully 
broken by Tippoo Saib. Mangalore 
and Onore were in our pofletlion. 
In the former place there were 3000 
men, a fufficient ftock of provifions, 
and a number of able officers, under 
the command of major Campbell, 
fo that they have the greateft hopes, 
thatthe flrength of the garrifon and 
the approach of the monfoon, will 
baifle all the attempts of the enemy, 
who had been repulied in three fe- 
veral attacks, whilit we have made 
fume fuccefstul fallies on the ene- 
my. The Tellicherry council write, 
that on receiving intelligence of 
‘Tippoo Saib advancing towards the 
Malabar coaft, the neceflary mea- 
fures were immediately taken tor the 
fecurity of the place, and on the 
16th ot July they were under no ap- 
prehentions for the fecurity thereor, 
bur flettered themielves they thould 
be able to detend it againit any torce 
likely to come againit them. The 
Maratta peace was proclaimed at 
Bombay the 8th of April. Colonels 
Macleod and Humbertton were at- 
tacked a tew days atter they lett 
Bombay, on the gth of April, in 
the Ranger tloop of 10 tour pound- 
ers, by the Maratta ficet, and car- 
ried into Geherish, alter a very ob- 
tlinate engagement, in which five 
men belonging to the Ranger were 
killed, and 25 wounded. Colonel 
Humberfion untortunately died of 
his wounds.  Satista¢tion for this 
outrage was demanded trom the 
pethwa. The gentlemen from Bom- 
bay do not tranfinie the pefhwa’s 
aniwer, bue fay it was unfatisfactory, 
wod that it concluded with calling 
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upon the Bombay government to 
execute the treaty ; they add, that 
orders were fent tor reitoring the 
Ranger and the officers; and the 
Bombay gentlemen fay, that both 
arrived in Bombay the 29th of May 
laft; thaton the zd ot June they te. 
ceived a more fatistactory letter trom 
the pefhwa, defiring orders might 
be fent tor the delivery of the coun 

try ceded by treaty. The Fairford 
was burnt at Bombay, and the duke 


of Athol unfortunately blown up at 
Madras. 

His royal highnefs George prince 
of Wales took his feat for the tirit 
time at the council board, 

Paris, Now. 3>. A cure for can- 
cers has been lately found out by 
chance; it is nothing more than 
pitch, which a fhepherd in one of 
our provinces applicd with great 
fuccefs, and it has been found to be 
a radical cure for that complaint. 

22. Mr. Bembridge, late ac- 
comptant to the Pay-Office, was 
brought before the judges in the 
courtof King’s Bench, agreeable to 
the intimation given to his counfl 
to that efleét by lord Mansfield in 
the courfe of lait week, when Mr. 
Bearcroft, on the part of Mr. Bem- 
bridge, addrefied himfelt to th 
court in a long and able fpeech, 
praying for anew trial. This ap- 
plication, however, though tup- 
ported with very power il aryue 
ments, the court did not think pro- 
per to comply with, and Mr. Bem 
bridge being then in the cuttody and 
prefence of the court, their Jord 
fhips declared their intention of tak 
ing that opportunity to proceed to 
judgment. Accordingly Mr. Jul- 


e 
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tice Willes, as the middie jucge, 
proceeded to a full and elaborate 1 
vilion of the circumitances that had 
tranfpired in the evidence adduece 
againft Mr. B. in histrial; and ater 
commenting upon fome ot wer 
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with no inconfiderable fhare of point 
and feverity, concluded with pro- 
pouncing the judgment of the court, 
which was to this effect:—that he 
fhould be fined in the fum of two 
thoufand fix hundred pounds, and 
be confined in his majeity’s court of 
King’s Bench for fix months. Mr. 
B. was accordingly contigned to the 
cuftody of the marfhal, and convey- 
ed to that prifon. He bore this very 
heavy judgment with great torutude 
and compoture. 

23. His royal highnefs the duke 
of Cumberland, with his duchefs 
and retinue, fet out for Dover, to 
embark for Calais in their way to 
Paris. 

A fire broke out at Mr, Cullen’s, 

bifeuit-baker, near Wapping Old 
Stairs, which entirely dettroyed that 
and three other houtes betore it was 
gotunder, Luckily the tide was up, 
and there was plenty of water. 
W. Vaughan, the meffen- 
ger, feized in the King’s Bench 
prfon, inthe apartments of a bank- 
rupt, the fum of 22251. in bank 
notes, concealed in the window-cafe 
or trames of the windows, trom his 
creditors, 

There have been added to the 
paivy half-pay litt fince January 
lait, 31 poft captains, 10 maf. 
ters and commanders, and 23 licu- 
tenants. 

The Tees was fwelled fo high, 
that there were two feet ot water on 
the firft floor cf the houfes in Yarm. 
Many walls were wafhed away, and 
mach damage done. 

26. The two fheriffs and city re- 
membrancer went from Guildhall 
tothe houfe of commons, to pre- 
lent a petition of the lord mayor, 
aldermen, and common-council, a- 
gainit the bill depending in parlia- 
ment, intitled, a bill for vetting the 
atfsirs of the Eatt India company in 
the hands of certain commiffioners 


25. 
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for the benefit of the proprictors and 
the public. 

Two fimall iflands have been dif- 
covered to the fouth of Madayafear, 
and tu the north-wett of the breaker 
known by the name of the Star. 
The fouthernmott of thefe iflands is 
in 25 deg. 12 min. S, lat. the nor- 
thernmoit in 24 deg. 55 min. Be- 
tween them and Madagafear is a 
channel of about two leagues in 
breadth and five and two-thirds in 
length. It is the more eflential to 
be acquainted with them, as they 
are furrounded with rocks on a level 
with the water, to the breadth of 
three quarters of a league. 

Verfailles, Nov. 26. ‘The day be- 
fore yefterday the Ruflian minifters 
prefented to our court a notification, 
in the name of her imperial mas 
jetty, of which the following is the 
fubtlance, viz. 

That her imperial majefty their 
fovereign had fent orders to her am- 
baffador at Conftantinople, to re- 
quelt of the divan firft a fair and 
open communication of their opinion 
relative to the taking pofleflion of 
Crimea, that the emprefs may judge 
for certain whether they are pleaf- 
ed or difpleafed on that head; and 
fecondly, whether the divan are in- 
clined to conform to the lait treaty 
of peace, by not ftopping her fub- 
jects from the free navigation of the 
Black Sea, &c. and that the em- 
prefs may know the determination 
of the divan as foon as poffible, her 
majefly gives them 60 days to deli- 
berate upon an anfwer; but at the 
expiration of that time, if the divan 
fhould not think fit to return any 
anfwer, or that they fhould ufe the 
leatt equivocation in their reply, 
her imperial majely would be ob- 
liged to ufe all the means fhe pof- 
{elles to oblige the Porte to com- 
ply, being determined that her nu- 
merous forces should not be tame 
ipectatorg 
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fpectators of the wavering proceed- 
ings ot a power who might, when 
once her forces was divided, attack 
them. 

The fame notice was given to the 
court of London. 


A melancholy account was re- 
ecived, that the city of The Talo- 
nica, capital ot Macedonia, a great 


magazine for the Levant trade, has 
been totally overthrown by an earth- 
quake; in the lower part many 
French, Englith, and Italians are 
buried in the ruins. “his difatter 
is more dettructive than 
Mellina. Warchoufes of all kinds 
of commodities 9 belonging to the 
merchants of Marfe: les and Lon- 

don, are fwallowed up. 
The Dolphin man of war, of 44 
ins, Capt. Sutton, arrived from 
Row York with feveral tranfports, 
&c. under convoy. ‘J he final eva- 
cuation of that city took place on 
the 26th of this month, when it was 
delivered up to the American 
vernor, George Chaoton, Eiq. who 
took potletiion ot it in due torm with 
fome New York mi- 
Jitia, am toabout 55O men, 
which are to continue there as the 
rther arrangements 


garniton, all ti 
ate made by the American govern- 


(r()- 
bh 


companies of 


unting 


ment. 
30. Was tried, before the earl of 
Mansfield, at Guildhall, two actions 


of infinite inn-keepers : 
two travellers fued tor the recovery 


eoncerhn to 


‘ 


of their loll 


; dunng one night's 
flay ataninn. Th tact panied 
when they were con icted to be y 
the chamberlain, th Vv Seliead ; to 
have a key to lock the chamber door: 
wo was a wvo-bedded room, but the 


travellers chuling to lie 
there was on 


together, 
e bed rem: ned empty. 
Tn the morni 1g one ot the pla untits 
mitled three UL 
teen anda halt. 
of this 


iS, the othe: thir 
For the recovery 


money the actlons were 
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brought. Mr. Bearcroft aoe 
hard for re det: endant, upon th 
danger of giving a verdict ; avaingt his 
client, on the evidence of one plain. 
iffin favour of another, ‘in which 
mankind might be tempte 1 to con. 
{pire together, and fabricate loft 
which they never fuflered. He, 
in the prefent cafe, it looked as if 
one man robbed the other. —The 
attorney-general proved the reputae 
tion of the plaintifis to be above thar 
fufpicion. Lord Mansfield faid, the 
law was clear, that an innke« eper was 
bound to keep his guetts in fecur ty, 
‘The cire umftances. for the confide. 
ration of the jury were, whether the 
detendant was negligent, and the 
evidence of the pl: uuntifts to lupport 
each other’s caufe material as to their 
credibi lity. The jury gave the tra. 
vellers a verdict to rep: tir _ lofles, 
Died fuddenly in Dubli Mifs 
‘lancy, di wughter of the ws Wil- 
liam Cla Rh formerly one of the 
— confid erable merchants in Dube 
lin. The circumitances of this lady's 
de on are very extraordinary: on 
the morning of her deceafe fhe tole 
the tanily the had pated a mott dif 
agreeable night, having dreamed 
that her eldeft fifter (a widow lady 
who refides in France) was dead, 
and that her ghoft had appe aed to 


$ 


her, to warn her ot an immedte 
diffolution: at firit fhe retuted to 
a " } ee . ‘ a 1,1 
SEER EOE ROR, Cocte — i 
to be very good, but t! Mppar ition 
perfevered in afferting, { - had bu 


7 his dream 
but the was ral- 
fears. She paid 
and then re- 


a tew hours to live. 
affected her much, 
lied out of her 
fome morning vifits, 
tired to her devotion. At dinne 
fhe was very cheerful, but fudden- 
ly drop ped her knife and fork, com- 
plained of a violent pain in her 
head, and inftantly expired. — At 
1, iverpool, in her 14th year, Mrs. 


Sarah Holmes, 1 in F rederi ick- {tre et, 
wide ‘7 
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widow of the late Mr. James Holmes, 
farmer, She was married at 48, 
and had fix children. — At Peter- 
borough, in the alms-houfe, Mr. 


Hawkins, aged 109. 


DECEMBER. 


3. The report was made to his 
majetty in council of the convicts 
under fentence of death in New- 
gate, when ten were ordered tor 
execution. 

4. Chriftopher Atkinfon was ex- 
pelled the houfe ot commons for 

ryury. 
ra a of very great impor- 
tance to the proprietors ot the juyrar 
eftates in our iflands, cameon to be 
heard before the Barons of the Ex- 
chequer, on a feizure of a very 
large quantity of fugar imported 
from the illand of Tortola, with a 
certificate that the fugar was of Bri- 
tith produce; when after a long ex- 
amination of witnetles on both fides, 
and pleadings of the moft eminent 
counfel, it clearly appearing to the 
fatisfaction of a fpecial jury to be of 
foreign produce, and not Briuth, a 
verdict for condemnation was ac- 
cordingly given. 

g The following convicts were 
brought out of Newgate, and, alter 
about half an hour {pent in prayer, 
were executed on a vallows erected 
upon a platform oppolite the prifon, 
viz~ John Burke, John Wallis alias 
Fox, Richard Martin, Frances War- 
ren alias Ballinger, George Morley, 
Samuel Wilfon, John Lawler, Wil- 
ham Munro, William Bufby; and 
Francis Burke. They were attend- 
ed by the two theriffs, under fherif a 
ke, with a number of conftables. 
The whole of the building was 
hung with black. ‘he unhappy 
lutierers all behaved very penitentiy. 

lnfbing, Dee. g. When the tide 
Was very high, a fi of an enor 
Q 


mous fize was difcovered near Dom- 
burg, behind the cattle of Weft- 
haven. Its length was 84 feet, its 
diameter 26, and its tail was fix 
feet in breadth, It had a hole on 
the top of its head, and 48 large 
teeth in its mouth. When it was 
left dry, it made a great noife, and 
ftruck the fand {fo torcibly with its 
tail, that it was not potlible to come 
near it at firit. Atter the head had 
been cut off, the fith was opened, 
and in its belly a young fith was 
found, that weighed 112 pounds, 
which was carried to Middlebourge 
The body of the large fith vielded 
2070 pounds of fat; its weight was 
upwards of Sooo pounds, and its 
{nout aloue weighed 230 pounds, 

10, The feilions began at the Old 
Bailey. 

12, The following motion was 
moved in the houfe of commons, 

That a committee be appointed 
to conlider of the expediency of pur- 
chafing the late Sir Gregory Page’s 
houfe and offices on Blackheath, 
with the garden and fiity-fix acres 
of land, tor the purpofes ot a royal 
military acadcmy—and the fame, 
upon the queition put, was agreed 
to by the houte, 

13. From about ten o’clock in 
the morning, to one o’clock mid« 
day, the city of Amiterdam was in- 
veloped in fuch a thick tog, as was 
never remembered to have been feen 
by any man. Every thing was in 
contulion, as nobody could diftine 
guith the road they walked in. 
Many unhappy accidents happened. 
several perions and fome carriages 
had the mistortune to fall into the 
canals. As yet we have not learn- 
ed all the fatal confequences of this 
accident, but it was feared that all 
Holland has becn in the fame fituae 
tlon. . 

16. Mr. Afhwerth, againft whom 
a verdict was obtained the laft York 
allizes, 
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alfizes, in an adction he againit 


bim by ane fam *s Dean » ASU COU 


hrous 


mon informer, upon the itatuie of 
wiury, fortaking more th in — 


upon difeounting bills, having paid 
the fun recovered aguintt him, 3gol 
peutioned the Lords ct the Trea- 


fury to procure for him the remit- 
fion of the halt of that fum, which 
the king was intitled to under that 
verdict, ferting torth the circum- 
ftances of his cafe, and how fevere 
and rigorous the verdict was thought 
by all who hea dthe caufe, and re- 
ferring them to the judge who tried 
it, forthe truth of the tacts alledged 
in his petiiion; upon which the 
Lords of the ‘lreafurv, in a few 
days afterwards, having foticfied 
themle!ves of the hardthip of 

Afhworth’s cate,(and no doubt view- 
ing the profecution and verdant in 


iit. 


its proper light) ord ‘red the hiny’s 
Moicty of the :QoO}. to be immedd- 
ately returned to him, which — 
matter of the Crown Olfice, wh: 
he paid the mon c) , ecclared, was 
the ‘iri inftance he ever remember- 
ed of the penalty being reiurned to 
the party himtelt! 

‘he feflions ended, when 24 
convicts received judgment ot death, 
30 were fentenced to be tran{ported 

America, 13 to be impriioned 
fhort terms in Newgate, 25 kept to 
hard labour in the houte of 
rection, of whom feveral ware whip- 
ped, 21 to be whipped and dit- 
charged, and 22 difehareed by pro 
clamation. Betides the wenty-tour 
unhappy objects who were capitally 
convicted this fetfions, there were 
no fewer thang» ofiend tor 
finple telomies! A circumitance, 
we are affured, never betore known 
in the annals of the above court. 

The India bill was 
the houie of peers 


19. 


core 


is Call 


by am 
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thrown out of 
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The following are copies of the j a 
P rtant retolutions ca©rr) ed 1 the 
houfe of commons, 

Refolved, 


That is now neceffary to declare, 


that to report any — or pre- 
tended opinion of his majeity, upon 
any bill, or other p OVC L aA M de. 


pending in either houle of parlia. 
ment, with a view to intluence 
votes Of the members, js hich 
crime and mifdemeanour, der: Wale 
tory to the honour of the crow Dy a 
breach ot ~ fundamental privi. 
leres of par! hament, and fubverfive 
ot the conttitution of this country, 
Ref folved, 

That this boufe will, Upon Mons 

d Wom orping next, 


the 


refolve itfelt ine 
to ua Cc yMmMittee oft the whole ] noul Cy 
to contider of the 
th le 

Re folv ed, 

That is neceflary to t 
fential interefts of this 
and peculiarly incumbent on this 
houfe, puriue with unremitting 
attention the confideration of a fuite 
able remedy the abufes which 
have prevailed in the government 
ot the Britifh dominions in the Eat 
Indies, and that this houfe will con- 
hder as an enemy to his country, 
anv perfon who fhall prefume to 
advife his majeity to ye or in 
any manner interrupt, the difcharge 
of this i nportant duty, 

1y- His majetty fent, between 
twelve and one this uniies r, to 
lord North and Mr. Fox, to defire 
they would fend their feals of ofhce 
inmediately. 

Since his prefent majefty’s accefe 
fion tothe throne in the year 1700, 
there have been ten adminitirations, 
includ: ny the pre tent new one. The 
duke of Newe: iftle’s continued from 
Oct. 1760, to May 20, 17023 the 


earl of Dute’s, from May 1763, r 
Apt 


itute ot the i, 


, fe) 
ie mot ef. 


kingdom, 


tor 
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April 1763; he was fucceeded by 
Mr. George Grenville, who itaid in 
till July 1765 5 when he was fuc- 
ceeded by the marquis of Rocking- 
ham, who, ‘in Auguft 1766, re- 
figned on account of having difco- 
vered a fecret mover behind the 
throne, greater chan the throne it- 
felf; he was fucceeded by the duke 
of Grafton, who continued to the 
28th of January, 17703 when lord 
North flepped into the political fad- 
dle, and kept it no fewer than twelve 
ears and two months; the marquis 
of Rockingham came again into 

wer in 1782, but died foon; the 
earlof Shelburne fucceeded in 1783, 
and continued only a few months ; 
the duke of Portland then fucceeded, 
but religned this month, when Mr. 
Pitt fucceeded. 

24. His majefty went to the 
houte of peers, and gave the royal 
aflent to the following bills: the 
malt bill—land-tax bill—Eatt India 
payment bill—American trade bill 
—Irifh pottage bill—splitnerberg’s 
naturalization bill—Tournay’s na- 
turalization bill — Borrowttownels 
canal bill—and fome road bills. 

The fpeaker, attended by almoft 
the whole houfe of commons, at- 
tended at St. James’s with the ad- 
drefs, when his majefty, being feat- 
edon his throne in the drawing- 
room, the {peaker read to the king 
Lhe Addre/s of the Toufe of Com- 

PN0NS. 

That his majefty’s moft dutiful 
and loyal fubje¢ts, the commons of 
Great Britain in parlament affem- 
bled, think themfelves bound in 
duty humbly to reprefent to his ma- 
jetty, that alarming reports of an 
intended diffolution of parliament 
have gone forth, 

That his majefty’s faithful com- 
mons, in trufling to the crown that 
jut and legal prerogative, and fully 
conhiding in his majelty’s royal Wile 
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dom and paternal care of his people, 
for the mott beneficial exercife of 
it, defire, with great humility, to 
reprefent to his majefty the incon- 
veniencics and dangers which ap- 
pear to them, from a confideration 
of the ftate of the nation, likely to 
follow from a prorogation or diffo. 
lution of the parliament, in the pre- 
{ent arduous and critical conjune- 
ture of public affiirs. ‘The main- 
tenance of the public credit, and 
the fupport of the revenue, demand 
the moit immediate attention, The 
diforder prevailing in the govern- 
meng, of the Eatt India company’s 
finances, from the prefling demands 
on them, require a no lefs imme- 
diate {upport and affiftance trom par- 
liament. 

That his majefty’s faithful com- 
mons are at prefent proceeding with 
the utmoft diligence upon thefe great 
objects of government, as recom. 
mended to their attention by his 
gracious fpeech from the throne, 
but which muft neceflarily be fruf- 
trated and difappointed by the de- 
lay attending a diflolution, and moit 
efpecially the affairs of the Eaft In- 
dies, by the aflembling of a new 
parliament, not prepared, by pre- 
vious enquiry, to enter with equal 
effect upon an object involving long 
and intricate details, which his ma- 
jeily’s faithful commons have in- 
vettigated for two years patt, with 
the moft laborious, earneft, and un- 
remitting attention, 

That his majefty’s faithful com. 
mons, deeply affected by thefe im- 
portant confiderations, impreffed 
with the higheft reverence and af- 
fection for his majefly’s perfon and 
government, and anxious to pre- 
ferve the luftre and fafery of his go- 
vernment, do humbly befeech his 
majetty to fuffer his faithful com- 
mons to proceed on the bufinefs of 
the ieflion, the furtherance of which 
18 
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is fo effentially neceffary to the prof- 
perity of the public ; and that his 
majeily will be gracioufly pleafed to 
hearken to the advice of his faithful 
commons, and not to the fecret ad- 
vices of perfons who may have pri- 
wate interefls of their own, feparate 
from the true interefls of his majetly 
and his people. ; 

To which his majefty was gracioufly 
pleafed to make this an{wer : 
Gentlemen, 

It has been my conftant object to 
employ the authority entrutted to 
me by the conftitution, to its true 
and only end—the good of my 
people ; and I am always happy in 
concurring with the wifhes and 
opinions of my faithful commons. 

I agree with you in thinking that 
the fupport of the public credit, 
and revenue, muft demand your 
earneft and vigilant care. The {tate 
of the Eaft Indies is alfo an object 
of as much delicacy and importance, 
as can exercife the wifdom and juf- 
tice of parliament. I truft you will 
proceed in thofe confiderations, with 
all convenient fpeed, after fuch an 
adjournment as the prefent circum- 
flances may feem to require, And 
I affure you I fhail not interrupt 
your meeting by any exercife of my 
prerogative, either of prorogation 
or diflolution. 

The ftates of Utrecht in their 
lait aflembly come to the following 
refolutions: that the high council 
of war be abolithed: that the pro- 
pofal made by England to transfer 
the neyociation of peace from Paris 
to London or the Hague, cannot be 
acceded to: that Mynheer Per- 
poneher, lord of Wolphearfdyk, 
their deputy at the general aflembly 
of the flates, be directed to promote 
the enquiry concerning the failure 
of the Brett junction; and that the 
fum of cight millions be granted to 
the Eaft India company, 
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Letters from Quebec mention thar 
flour has been lately very dear jg 
the whole province of Canada, ow. 
ing to the fearcity of mills (there 
being only two in the whole coun. 
try), and that the inhabitants had 
drawn upa memorial, intreating go. 
vernment to allow a fmall bounty for 
a limited time, on the making wheat 
into flour. 

Paris, Dec. 16. They write from 
Mondidicr, in Picardy, that on the 
ath of laft month, at two o’clock, a 
ire broke out (during vefpers) at 
one of 50 houfes which compofe the 
village of Biermont, fituated three 
leagues from that city. In lefs than 
an hour 16 of them were reduced to 
afhes, together with the out-houfes 
belonging to them. One woman 
lott her life in attempting to fave 
forme cffects. 

Three young gentlemen being at 
a tavern on a Sunday, at Charle. 
montin Auvergne, in a ftate of in- 
toxication, took a wooden crucifix 
that happened to be in the room, 
and thrufting a fpit into it, made 
the crucifix turn before the fire, for 
which offence they were all three 
broke alive on the wheel, after hav- 
ing their wrifts cut off by the com- 
mon executioner. : 

One of the 20,0001. prizes of the 
lottery was the property of Mr. Ward, 
of Gibraltar, and major Duff, an 
officer of the garrifon —The ctr- 
cumttance which led to their good 
fortune is fomewhat amufing. As 
Mr. Ward was taking his leave of 
his friends at Gibraltar, major Duff 
faid, that he fhould quickly follow 
him, for (fays he) we thall fail be- 
fore the firft of September. Not fo 
foon as that (favs Mr. Ward). I'll 
bet you a handfome entertainment 
for ourfelves and friends (fays the 
major) that we do. Done (fays Mr. 
Ward), Vil lay you do not. The 
firft of September came, but no re 


lief 


- 
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fief for the major. 


He thereupon 
Mr. Ward, “ on ile 
fay that he had loit his 
at “9 Mg to enable him to pay for 
a handfome treat, he begged of him 
to buy a lottery tcket, and if you 
approve of the connection (iays the 
major) buy two, and we will go 
halves in their fate. Mr. Ward 
approved of the major’s_propofal, 
and one of the two tickets came up 
g 20,0001. —The fame day that this 
fortune occurred, Mr. Ward 
received news of the major’s fafe ar- 
rival at Pordimouth, to whom he 
difpatched an exprefs with the news. 
A fraud having been difcovered 
in fome of the tranfactions of the 
Jews at Vienna, they are ordered to 
write all their accounts, bills of ex- 
change, and receipts, in the Ger- 
man language. 

The emperor legitimated all chil- 
dren born of illegitimate marriages : 
and forbid, uncer pain of fevere 
- fines, the farther ufe of that part of 
fome breviaries containing the lef- 
fons of Gregory the VIIth. on the 
right of the popes to depofe em- 
perors. Thefe mafs books had been 
forbidden before, but the order had 
not been obferved. 

The great duke of Tufcany has 
publifhed an edict, ordering bifhops 
to prefent to ecclefiaftical prefer- 
ments, without confulting any other 
power whatever, referving only the 
tights of private patrons, 

Paris, Dec. 28. Several letters 
from Toulon affure us, that the che- 
valier de Bonneval, in La Mignonne, 
has taken pofieffion of the ifland of 
Candia and of Morea, which now 
belong to Louis the XVIth. to dif- 
pofe ot as he may pleafe. 

Died lately, at Englith Frankton, 
near Birmingham, Thomas Haffel, 
aged 104. He retained his memory 
to the lait.—On the 2oth ult. died 


at =I near Barton, Lincolnfhire, 
178 
7°3- 
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William Kirkby, aged 102. He 


was a labouring man, but for the 
laft five or fix years looked after cat- 
tle; and what was very remarkable, 
he could Jeap over the carr-dikes 
with a pole about three years ago ; 
he retained his fenfes to the ver 
lait. —Some time ago, at Little Hea- 
ton, in the parifh ot Preftwick, Lan- 
cafhire, Jane Wardle, aged 103.— 
At Totteridge, near Barnet, Mrs. 
Jane Shiddey, in the r1oth year of 
herage. She was out at church on 
Chriitmas-day, and never ufed cane 
or {peétacles in her life. 





BIRTHS ix the Year 1783. 


Jan. 2. The wife of Mr. John 
Loder, mufician in Bath, was de- 
livered of a daughter; whofe great 
great grandmother, Mrs, Cautel, is 
now living in Briftol, and may fay 
with propriety to her daughter, rife 
daughter, and goto thy daughter, 
for thy daughter’s daughter has got 
a daughter. 

6. At feven in the morning, the 
countefs of Artois was happily 
brought to bed of a princefs, whom 
the king has named Mademoitelle 
d’Angouleme. 

10. The right hon, lady Eliza- 
beth Cavendith was fafely delivered 
of a fon and heir. 

The lady of lord Algernon Percy, 
of a daughter, 

15. The lady of Sir Henry Hune 
lock, of a daughter. 

2g. The lady of the right hon. 
lord Macdonald, of a fon. 

30. Lady Carlifle, ofa daughter, 

Feb. 1. The lady of the hon. Mr 
Irby, of a ftill-born fon. 

13. The lady of the hon. M 
Fortefcue, of a fon and heir. 

17. The lady of the hon, Keith 
Stewart, of a fon. 

Her ferene highnefs the princefs 

(i) Frederick 
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Frederica of Wirtemberg was fafely 
delivered of a daughter. 

24. The lady of John Wilmot, 
efy. eldeft fon of the right hon. fir 
Eardley Wilmot, of a fon. 

27. Mrs. Stuart, daughter of lord 
Camden, was brought to bed at his 
lordihip’s houfe in New Burlington- 
itreet, of a daughter. 

The lady of the hon, Mr. Nevill, 
of a daughter. 

March 4. The lady of Sir Robert 
Hutchinfon, of twins, at their houte 
in Portman-fquare. 

10. ‘The lady of Sir John Tho- 
rold, bart. was fafely delivered of a 
daughter. 

3. OF a daughter, the lady ot 
the nyht hon. lord Hawke. 

1s. Of a fon and heir, the lady 
of Sir John Shaw, bart. at his houte 
in George-itreet, Hanover-fquare. 

16, ‘the lady of sir Watkin Wil- 
liams Wynne, bart. was fafely de- 
livered of a fon. 

23. Archduchefs Maria Amelia, 
fifier of the grand duke, and wite 
of the prince of Parma, of a prince. 

April vo. The lady of lord Paget, 
ofa daughter, 

12. Lady Elizabeth Yorke of a 
daughter, at the houfe of Philip 
Yorke, ely. in Park-ttreet. 

14. Lady of Sir Thomas Miller, 
bart. of a fon. 

16, The lady of Sir Rowland 
til, of a fon. 

Vay 6. The countefs of Perey 
was fately delivered of a daughter. 

Lady Cadogan, of a fon. 

June 1. Duchefs of Rutland, of 
mf fon. 

8. The lady of Sir Alexander 
Purves, bart. of a daughter. 

Is. Lady of the hon. Mr. Wal- 
pole, of a ton and heir. 

ter grace the duchefs of Leinfer 
was fafely delivered of a fon. 

25. Her ferene highnefs the duch- 
e{3 of Courland, of a princefs, 
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Sir Cecil Bithop’s lady, of a fog 
and heir. 

July 3. Her royal highnefs the 
princefs royal of Pruffia, of a prince, 

The right hon. the countefs Mex. 
borough, of a fon. 

6. Lady of vitcount Duncannon 
of a fon. : 

10. The lady of the hon. Henry 
Erfkine, of a fon. ; 

12. Her grace the duchefs of 
Devonthire was brought to bed of a 
daughter. 

14. The lady of the right hon, 
lord Chewton, of a daughter, 

18. The queen of Naples, of a 
dead princefs. 

3°. The countefs of Lincoln, of 
a daughter. 

Aug. 4. The lady of the bithop 
of Gloucefter, of a daughter, 

g- The lady of Sir James Grant, 
bart. of Cannongate, Edinburgh, of 
a fon. 

+. Her Majefty was fafely de- 
livered of a princefs, at her lodge 
at Windtor. 

27. ‘The right hon. lady Botton, 
of a fon. 

28. The right hon. lady Caftle. 

ftewart, of a daughter. 
Lady Harrington, of a daugh- 
ter. 
Sept. 6. The right hon. lady vif- 
countefs Lewifham was fafely de- 
livered of a daughter. 

g-Her Imperial highnefs the grand 
duchefs of Ruflia of a princes, name 
ed Alexandria-Paulina. 

11. Her grace the duchefs of 
Athol, of a fon. 

18. Lady Perrot, of a fon. 

21. The countefs of Rothes, lady 
of Dr. Lucas Pepys, was fately de 
livered of a fon. 

27. ‘The lady of Rich, Aldworth 
Neville, efq. member of parliament 
for Reading, of a fon and herr. 

29. The grand duchedfs of Tul- 
any, ¢ orince. 
cany, of a prince 08 





04.1. The lady of Sir George 
Cockburn, of a daughter. 


10. me! of the bifhop of Lin- 


, of a daughter. 

ret Countefs of Rofeberry, of a 
mt ‘Lady of Sir John Taylor, of 
: oe Lady Grantham, of a fon. 

32. The countefs of Galloway, 
of a fon, being her fifteenth child. 

Nov. 22. The lady of George 
Drummond, efq. of a fon and heir. 

Dec. 8. The hon. Mrs Fane, of 
Berners-fireet, of a fon. 








MARRIAGES ix the Year 1783. 
Dec. 16. At New York, Sir Ja- 


cob Wheate, bart. commander of 
his majefty’s fhip Cerberus, to Mifs 
Maria Shaw, of that city. 

26. Capt. Macleod, of the royal 
artillery, to the right hon. lady 
Amelia Kerr. 

Jan. 3. Lord Palmerfton, mem- 
ber of parliament for Hatlings, to 
Mifs Mea. 

Major Patrick Irwin, to the hon, 
Mifs Murray. 

4. Rev. Dr. Charles Boftock, to 
Milfs Rich, only daughter to Sir 
Robert Rich, bart. 

At Calcutta, in Bengal, major 
John Grattan, of the 1ooth regi- 
ment, and adjutant-general to his 
majefty’s forces in India, to Mifs 
Lucia Cary, cldeft daughter of the 
late Lucius Ferdinand Cary, only 
fon of lord vifcount Falkland. 

to. Rev. Auriol Drummond, fon 
of the late archbifhop ot York, and 
nephew to the earl of Kinnoul, to 
Mifs De Vifine, daughter of the jate 
William De Vifme, efq. 

14. Lord vifcount Deerhurft, to 
Mifs Pitches, daughter to Sir Abra- 
ham Pitches. 

John William Egerton, efq. to 
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Mifs Haynes, only daughter of Sa- 
muel Haynes, efq. 

Archibald Stewart, efq. capt. in 
the royal horfe guards, to Mrs. Hay, 
of Theobald’s, Hertfordthire, wi- 
dow of the late Adam Hay, efq. and 
fifter of Sir Harry Harpur, bart. 

23. The rev. John Gibbons, fe- 
cond fon of the late Sir John Gib- 
bons, bart. and knight of the Bath, 
to Mifs Rebecca Afhley. 

Lately, at Edinburgh, major 
James William Baillie, of the 7th 
regiment, to the hon. Mifs Rofs. 

ap ot Freke, bart, at Saun- 
der’s Court, in Ireland, to the hon. 
lady Catherine Gore, 

Feb. 4. By fpecial licence, the 
hon. Mr. Grimfton, brother to the 
right hon. lord vifcount Grimfton, 
to Mils Sophia Elizabeth Hoare, co- 
heirefs of the late Richard Hoave, 
efq. 

' s- Hon. Thomas Onflow, to Mrs, 
Duncombe, relict of the late Tho- 
mas Duncombe, ety. 

Lady Arabella Crobbie, fifter to 
the earl of Glandore, to —— Ward, 
efq. of the kingdom ot Ireland, bro- 
ther to lord Ward. 

Sir Nathaniel Dukenfield, bart. 
of Chefhire, to Mifs Ward, tite: 
to John Ward, efq. of Kent. 

March 5. By fpecial licence, the 
hon. George Richard Sr, John, to 
Miis Charlotte Collins, daughter of 
the rev. Mr. Collins, of Winchetter, 

13. By a fpecial licence, Wil- 
liam Manners, efy. fon of the rev. 
Mr. Manners, to Milfs Whichcort, 
the only daughter of Sir Richard 
Whichcott, bart. of Afwardby. 

20. Richard Bagot, efg. brother 
of lord Bagot, to the hon, Mifs 
Frances Howard, daughter of lady 
Andover, 

April 8. By a fpecial licence, Sir 
William Jones, to Mifs Shipley, el- 
deit daughter of the bifhop of St. 
Afaph. 


(E 2) 21. By 
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21. By a fpecial licence, the right 
hon. John-Richard, earl Delawarr, 
to Mifs Lyell, only daughter ot 
Henry Lyell, efq. 

28. Sir David Carnegie, bart. of 
Southefk, to Mifs Elliot, daughter 
of Andrew Elliot, efg late licutenant- 
governor of New Yorke 

Captain Baker, of the sth regi- 
ment of foot, to Mifs Bernard, fe- 
cond daughter of the late Sir Fran- 
cis Bernard, bart. 

May t. Sir Henry Gough, bart. 
to Mifs Carpenter, daughter of ge- 
neral Carpenter. 

William Walter Yea, efq. eldett 
fon of Sir William Yea, bart. to 
Mifs Newman, daughter of Francis 
Newman, efy. ot Cadbury-houte, 
Somerfetfhire. 

6. By fpecial licence, William 
Beckford, efq. to lady Margaret 
Gordon, daughter to the earl of 
Abvoine 

2. Lady Frances Scott, filler to 
the duke of Buccleugh, to —— Dou- 
gias, efq.ot Doug!as-cattle, Scotland. 

16. Sir Hugh Dalrymple, licu- 
tenant-colonel of the 68th regiment, 
to Mifs Frances Leighton, young- 
eft daughter of the late general 
Leighton. 

20. James King, efq. youngeit 
fon of Gilbert King, efq. of Charles 
‘Town, in the county of Rofcom- 
mon, tothe hon, Milfs Creighton, 
eldeft daughter to lord vifcount 
Erne. 

25. John Aubrey, efy. of Dor- 
ton, Bucks, to Mifs Carter, of Chil- 
ton, in the fame county, with a for- 
tune of 150,0col, 

June 5. Sir John Jervis, knight 
of the Bath, to Mifs Parker, daugh- 
ter of the night hon. Sir Thomas 
Parker. 

22. The right hon. Sir Jofeph 
Yorke, knight of the Bath, to the 
dowager baronefs de Boctzelaer, re- 
lict of the late baron de Boetzclaer, 
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formerly firft noble of the province 
of Holland. 

24. Sir George Allanfon W; 
barr. to Mifs Blennerhaffer, 

29. Captain Sir William Cha. 
loner Burnaby, of the navy, and of 
Broughton, in Oxtordfhire, bart. to 
Mifs Elizabeth Molineux, fecond 
daughter of Crifp Molineux, 
Garboldifham, Norfolk, efy. 

July 3. John Smyth, efq. of Ma. 
deira, to Mifs Leigh, of St. James's. 
ftreet, daughter of the late Sir Eger. 
ton Leigh, baronet. 

10. ‘The right hon. the earl of 
Chatham, tothe hon. Mifs Towp. 
fiend, daughter of lord Sidney, 

15. Lewis Majendie, ef. captain 
in the king’s regiment of light dra. 
goons, to Mifs Hoghton, daughter 
of Sir Henry Hoghton, bart. 

20. By afpecial licence, the earl 
of Denbigh, to lady Halfard, wi- 
dow of the late Sir Charles Halfard, 
bart. 

Captain Patrick Tytler, of the 
8oth regiment, to Mifs Ifabells 
Erikine, youngeft daughter of the 
hon. James Erfkine, of Alva, one 
of the fenators of the college of 
juttice. 

Robert Denifon, of Meanwood, 
efq. to Mifs Frances Brooke, young- 
ett daughter of the late Sir Rich, 
Brooke, bart. 

29. Hon. Grenville Anfon Chet- 
wynd, third fon of lord vifcount 
Chetwynd, to Mifs Stapylton. 

30. Sir Thomas Gage, bart, to 
Miis Maria Fergus. 

Aug. 7. Morton Eden, efq. his 
majefty’s envoy extraordinary atthe 
court of Saxony, to Mifs Elizabeth 
Henley, youngeft fifter to the earl 
of Northington, 

12. Sir George Armytage, batt. 
of Kirklees, Yorkthire, to Mis 
Harboard, eldeft daughter ot Sir 
Harboard Harboard, bart. of Gua- 
ton in Norfolk. 

38. Richard 


no, 


ot 
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18. Richard Colt Hoare, efq. 
elicit fon of Richard Hoare, eq. ot 
Barn Elms, to the hon. Mifs Lytrel- 
ton, eldeft daughter of lord Weit- 
cote, of Hagley Park, in Worcefter- 
The rev. Edward Beckingham 
Benfon, to the right hon. lady Fran- 
ces Alicia Sandys, fifter of the carl 

nkerville. 
. na g. The right hon. the earl of 
Eglintown, to Mis Twifden, daugh- 
ter ofthe late Sir Wilham Twifden, 
“eA Robert Sheffield, efq. to Mifs 
Pitches, daughter of Sir Abraham 
Pitches. 

16. The hon. George Dalrymple, 
brother to the earl of Stair, to Mils 
Harland, eldeft furviving daughter 
of admiral Sir Robert Harland. 

24. Sir Robert Wilmot, baronet, 
of Ofmatton, in the county of Der- 
by, to the hon. Mrs. Byron, daugh- 
ter of the hon. admiral Byron. 

Sir Thomas Wallace, to Milfs 
Gordon. 

O4. 6. James Whyte, efg. to 
Mifs Catharine Hildyard, daughter 
of the late Sir Robert Hildyard, 
bart. 

9. David Murray, efq. nephew 
to lord Elibank, to Miis Harley, 
fourth daughter of the right hon. 
Thomas « arley. 

Lord vifcount Valentia, to Mifs 
Cavendith, daughter to the right 
hon. Sir Henry Cavendifh, bart. 

Nov. 1. The rev. Mr. O’Beirne, 
fecretary tothe firft lord of the trea- 
fury, to Mifs Stuart, only furviv- 
ing child of the hon. colonel Francis 
Stuart, brother to the earl of Mo- 

ray. 


Dec. 3. William Billingham, ef. 


toMifs Fanny Cholmondeley,young- 
eit daughter *o the hon. Robert 
Cholmondeley, 

16. By fpecial licence, Thomas 
Boothby Parkyns, efq. eldeft fon of 
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Sir Thomas Parkyns, bart. to Mifs 
James, only daughter of the late Sir 
William James, bart. 

17. Alexander Adair, efq. of 
Flixton-hall, in Suffolk, to Mifs 
Lydia Thomas, daughter of the lare 
Sir William ‘Thomas, bart, of Yap- 
ton-place, in Suffex. 





PROMOTIONS ix the Year 1783. 


Jan. 4. Rev. John Hume, dean 
of Derry, in Ireland, void by the 
refignation of the rev. Mr. Edward 
Emily. 

Dr. Scott, to the office of regi- 
{ter of the court of faculties, 

‘The countets of Pembroke, to be 
one of the ladies of her majefty’s 
bed-chamber, in the room of the 
countefs of Hertford, deceafed. 

Alexander Chalmers, to be com- 
miflary clerk of the commiflariot of 
Marray, vacant by the refignation 
of Mr. William Dunbar. 

8. The order of the Bath upon 
the right hon. George Augutftus 
Eliott, general of his majetty’s 
forces, and governor of Gibraltar. 

Sir William Hamilton, K. B. and 
Sir William Mufgrave, bart, to be 
truitees of the Britifh Mufeum.—Sir 
Herbert Mackworth, bart. and James 
Davifon, efq. to be vice prefidents 
of the fociety for the encouragement 
of arts, manufactures, and com- 
merce. 

10. John Storr, efq. of Halfton, 
in the county of York, rear admiral 
of the red. 

11. Lieutenant-generalSirCharles 
Grey, knight of the Bath, to be 
general and commander in chief of 
his majetty’s forces in North Ame- 
rica, in the room of Sir Guy Carle. 
ton, knight of the Bath. 

The rev. Mr. Herbert Hill, to 
be chaplain to the Britifh factory at 
Liibon. 


(E 3) The 
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The rev. Mr. John Bell, to be 
chaplain to the Britifh factory at 
Oporto. 

12. Lady Elizabeth Waldegrave, 
daughter of the earl of Waldegrave, 
is appointed lady of the bedchamber 
to the princefs royal. 

The right hon. Nathaniel Newn- 
ham, efq. lord-mayor. elected pre- 
fident of St. Thomas’s Hofpital, in 
the room of Samuel Plumbe, efq. 
late alderman of Caftle Baynard 
ward, who has refigned. 

Lord Shelburne appointed John 
Morin, efq. his private fecretary, 
to the office of paymatter-general of 
the forces in Gibraltar, and keeper 
of the ftate papers in Whitehall. 

22. Hon. Charles Howard, com- 
monly called earl of Surry, to be 
lord lieutenant of the Weit Riding 
in the county of York, and of the 
city of York and county of the fame. 

28. Richard vifcount Howe, ad- 
miral Hugh Pigot, Charles Brett, 
and Richard Hopkins, efquires, John 
Jetievies Pratt, John Aubrey, efq. 
and John Levefon Gower, were ap- 
pointed commiffioners of the Ad- 
miralty. 

Feb. i. The rev. St. Andrew St, 
John, M. A, uncle to lord St. John, 
to the deanry of Worceiter, vice 
Dr. Foley, deceafed, 

10. The marquis of Carmarthen 
ambatlador extraordinary to his 
Chrittian majefty ; and William 
Fawkener, efq. to be his lordfhip’s 
leciretary. 

SHERIFFS appointed by bis 
Mayefly in Council. 

_ Berkfbire, James Patey, of Read- 

ing, elq. 

Bedfordibire, 
Southill, efq. 

Bucks, David Devifme, of Great 
Miflenden, ef. 

Cumberland, John Orfeur Yates, 
of Skerwith Abbey, efy. 


John Dilley, of 


Cc IPA L 
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Chefbire, Davis Davenport, of 
Capefthorn, efq. 

Cambridge and Huntingdon, Wil. 
liam Vachell, of Hingetton, efq. 

Cornwall, Chriftopher Hawkins, 
of Trewithen, efq. 

Devon/fbire, Francis Rofe Drewe 
of Grange, eq. : 

Dorfet/bire, Francis John Browne, 
of Frampton, efq. 

Deri yfbire, fir Edward Every, of 
Eggington, bart. 

Effex, John Godfalve Croffe, of 
Baddow, efq. 

Glouce ierfbire, Jofeph Roberts, of 
Clapton-lane, efq. 

Hertford/hire, Robert Mackay, of 
Tewin, efq. ; 

Hereford/bire, Tomkyns Dew, of 
Whitney, efq. 

Kent, Henry Hawley, of Ley. 
bourne, efq. 

Leiceflershire, Charles 
Smith, ot Enderby, ef. 

Lincolnfbire, fir Jeniton William 
Gordon, of Braniton, bart. 

Monmouth/bire, Elitha Bifcoe, of 
Dixton, efq. 

Northumberland, William  Har- 
grave, of Shawden, efq. 

Northamptonshire, Michael Wod- 
hull, of Thenford, efq. 

Norfolk, fir Martin Browne Folkes, 
of Hillington, bart. 

Nettinghamfhire, John Gilbert 
Cooper, of Thurgaton, efq. 

Oxford/ire, Sir Gregory Page 
Turner, of Ambrofeden, bart. 

Rutlandfbire, John Bellars, of 
Seaton, efq. 

Shrop/hire, aac Hawkins Browne, 
of Badger, efq. 

Somerfetjbire, Peter Sherftone, of 
Wells, efq. 

Stafford/bire, Richard Gildart, of 
Norton, efq. 

Suffolk, Robert Trotman, of Ipf- 
wich, efq. 

Southampton, William Powlett 
Powlett, of Sombourne, efq- 
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Henry Boulton, of Lea- 


efq. 
John Norton, of South- 


Surrey, 
therhead, 
gf 
ick, ciqe 
Tee ssekibiee, John Neale, of Al- 
Park, efq. 
MD ircefechire, Jonathan Pytts, of 
¥ ek . 
Nibie, Thomas Hufley, of 
Anger, efq. 
thir fir Robert Darey Hild- 
yard, of Wineftead, bart. 


sOUTH WALES. 

Brecon, Thomas Meredith, of 
Brecon, ef. 

Carmarthen, John Davies, of 
Trawfinaur, ef. 

Cardigan, John Benyon, of Duf- 
fryn, efq. 3 ; 

Glamorgan, William Kemys, of 
Yoyfarward, efq. . 

Pembroke, Thomas Wright, of 
Popehill, efq. . 

ie. Thomas Price, of Glaf- 
combe, efq. 


NORTH WALES. 

Anglefey, Morgan Jones, of Sker- 
ries, efq. ‘ 

Carnarvon, ThomasAfhton Smith, 
of Vaenol, efq. 

Denbigh, Charles Goodwin, of 
Burton, efq. 

Flint, George Prefcott, of Ha- 
warden, efq. 

Merioxeth, Robert Evans, of Bod- 
wennt, efq. 

Montgomery/bire, William Humf- 
freys, of Liwyn, efq. 

44. Duke of Rutland was ap- 
pointed fteward of his majefty’s 
houfehold. 

ts. John Charles Lucena, efq. 
to be conful for the court of Portu- 
gal in Great Britain. 

20. The hon, William Skeffing- 
ton, equerry to her majefty, in the 


room of the hon, John Weft, now 
earl Delawar, 


OCCURRENCES, 
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22. The hon. John Trevor, an- 
voy extraordinary to the king of 
Sardinia ; and lord Galway, envo 
extraordinary to the clector Palatine, 
and miniiler to the diet at Ratifbon, 

Alexander Murray, efq. to be one 
of tbe lords of feilion in North Bri- 
tain, 

Elay Campbell, efq. advocate, to 
be his majefty’s folicitor-general ia 
Scotland. 

26. His majefty was pleafed to 
confer the honour of knighthood on 
fheriff ‘Taylor. 

28. Morfe, efq. governor 
of the fettlement on the river Gam- 
bia. 

March 1. Edward Mathew, efq. 
major-gen. of his majetty’s forces, 
to be capt. gen, and governor in 
chief in and over the ifland of Gre- 
nada, and fuch of the iflands, com. 
monly called the Grenadines, to 
the fouthward of the ifland of Car- 
riacou, including that illand, and 
lying between the fame and Gre. 
nada, 

Edmund Lincoln, efq. to be capt. 
gen. and governor in chief in and 
over the ifland of St. Vincent, Be- 
quia, and fuch other the iflands, 
commonly called the Grenadines, as 
lie to the northward of of the ifland 
of Carriacou, in America. 

John Orde, efq. to be capt. gen. 
and governor in chief in and over 
the ifland of Dominica and its de- 
pendencies, in America. 

4. The dignity of a baron of the 
kingdom of Great Britsin to the 
hon. Francis Rawdon, (commonly 
called lord Rawdon) by the title of 
baron Rawdon, of Rawdon, in the 
county of York. 

The dignity of a baron of the 
kingdom of Gréat Britain to the 
right hon. Thomas Townthend, b 
the title of baron Sydney, of Chi- 
felhurft, in the county of Kent. 

The dignity of a baronce of the 
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dom of Great Britain, to the rev. 
Mark Sykes, D. D. of Sledmire, in 
the county of York. 

The like dignity to lieut. gen. 
John Dalling, of Burwood, in the 
county of Surry. 

William Jones, efq. the office of 
one of the judges of his majeity’s 
{upreme court of judicature, at fort 
William, in Bengal, in the room of 
Stephen Cxfar Le Maiftre, efq. de- 
ceated. 

5. His grace the duke of Buc- 
cleugh, elected governor, and the 
right hon. lord Elliock, deputy-go- 
vernor, of the royal bank of Scot- 
land. 

§. Anthony Mangini, efq. was 
approved of as contul for the re- 
public of Genoa in the city of Lan- 
dau. 

The earl of Arran to be a knight 
of St. Patrick, vice earl of Antrim, 
declined. 

Edward Fanning, efq. to be lieut. 
gov. of the province of Nova Scotia, 
vice fir Andrew Snape Hamond, 

The hon. Mr. Willoughby, fon 
of lord Middleton, to be colonel of 
the Nottingham militia, in the room 
of the late lord George Sutton. 

12. Lord Mountituart was ap- 
pointed ambaffador extraordinary 
and plenipotentiary to the court of 
Spain. 

Robert Lifton, efq. to be his fe- 
cretary. 

The following to be his majefty’s 
confuls in the dominions of the king 
of Spain : 

Alexander Munro, efq. at Ma- 
drid,. 

Herman Katencamp, cfq. in Ga- 
licia, Atturia and St. Andero. 

John Hunter, efq. at Seville and 
San Luear. 

John Hardy, efq. at Cadiz. 

fofiah Marth, efq. at Malaga. 

John Lidderdale, ef. at Cartha- 

cna. ° 
Patrick Wilkie, efq. at Alicant. 
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William Gregory, ef. at Barce- 
lona. 


Anthony Merry, efq. at Ma. 
jorca. 

14. Samuel Eflwicke, ef. to be 
fecretary and regifter to the royal 
hofpital at Chelfea, vice John Pow. 
ell, efq. removed: and Herve 
Smyth, efq. to be joint Avent and 
folicitor to the invalids, vice faid 
Powell. 

Edwin Francis Stanhope, ef. 
gentleman ufher of the privy cham- 
ber, to be one of her majeity’s ¢- 
querries, in the room of the hon. 
John Weft. 

Guaftvus Guydickens, efq. gen. 
tleman ufher daily waiter, to be gen- 
tleman ufher of the privy chamber, 
in the room of Edwin Francis Stan- 
hope, efq. 

Patrick Bellew, efq. to be one of 
the gentlemen ufhers daily waiters, 
in the room of Guitavus Guy- 
dickens, efq. 

William Jarvis, efq. to be comp. 
troller of the cuftoms in Antigua. 

Samuel Efdaile, ¢fq. comptroller 
of the cuftoms in St. Vincent’s. 
Morfe,’ efq. chief juftice of 
Gambia: and Arthur Charters Mur- 
phy, efg. fecretary to the govern- 
ment, and clerk of the council. 

]. Williamfon, efy. comptroller of 
Grenada. 

16. The honour of knighthood 
on Alexander Munro, efq. his mae 
jeity’s conful at Madrid. 

His royal highnefs prince Edward 
to be fenior knight companion of 
the illuftrious order of St, Patrick. 

23. Major Bernard, of the 20th 
dragoons, to be matter of the jewel 
office, in the room of the late col, 
William Egerton, 

Lord Sydney to be governor of 
the Charter-houfe, in the room of 
the late archbp. of Canterbury. 

29. Patrick Maxwell, ef. to be 
fecretary regiiter, clerk of the coun- 
cil, and clerk of the inrollments ha 

the 
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the ifland of Grenada, and its de- 


Persnarles Athivell efq. to be the 


fame in the ifland of St. Vincent’s, 
and its dependencies. 


Griffin Curtis, efg. to be the fame 
in the ifland of Dominica. 

April 2. Dr. Moore was tranflated 
from the fee of Bangor to the arch- 
sfhoprick of Canterbury. 
wTke right hon. Charles Townf- 
hend, to be treafurer of his ma- 
ieity’s navy. , 
r The right hon. David, vife. Stor- 
mont, to be lord prefident of his 
majefty’s moft hon, privy council. 

The right hon. Frederick, carl of 
Carlifle, privy feal. 

The right hon, lord North, and 
the right hon, Charles James Fox, 
principal fecretaries of flare. 

His grace William Henry, duke 
of Portland, the right hon. John 
Cavendifh, the right hon. Charles 
Howard, Frederick Montagu, efq. 
and fir Grey Cooper, bart. to be 
commiffioners of the treafury. 

The right hon. lord John Caven- 
difh, to be chancellor and under- 
treafurer of the exchequer. 

Capt. Congreve, comptroller of 
the royal elaboratory, in the room 
of the hon, capt. Napier. 

4. John Montagu, efq. vice-ad- 
miral of the red, to be the port ad- 
miral at Portfmouth. 

7. The right hon. William Eden, 
to be of his majefty’s moft hon. 
privy council, 

Admiral lord vife. Keppel, admi- 
ral Hugh Pigot, the right hon. Wil- 
liam Ponfonby, lord vifc. Duncan- 
non, the hon, John Townfhend, fir 
a o Liridfay, knight of the Bath, 

iam Jolliffe and Whithhed Keene, 
efqts. to be commiffioners for exe- 
cuting the office of high admiral of 
the kingdoms of Great Britain and 
Ireland. 


The right hon. Edmund Burke, 
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to be receiver and paymafter-gene. 
ral of the forces. 

The honour of knighthood on. 
Jofeph Senhoufe, efq. mayor of the 
city of Carlifle. 

g- The right hon. Charles Gre- 
ville, to be treafurer of his majefty’s 
houfehold. 

The right hon. Alexander lord 
Loughborough, lord chief juttice of 
his majefty’s court of common pleas, 
fir William Henry Afhhurit, one of 
the jutlices of his majeity’s court of 
king’s bench, and fir Beaumont 
Hotham, one of the barons of his 
majefty’s court of exchequer, to be 
lords commiffioners for the cuftody 
of the great feal. 

His grace the duke of Manchef- 
ter, to be ambaffador extraordinary 
and plenipotentiary to the moft 
Chriftian king. 

The earl of Shannon, the right 
hen. Charles Spencer, commons 
ly called lord Charles Spencer, 
and the right hon. William Eden, 
to be vice-treafurers of the kingdom 
of Ireland. 

11. George Maddifon, efq. to be 
his majefty’s fecretary of cathelly to 
the moft Chriitian king. 

The right hon. lord Foley, and 
the right hon. Henry Frederic Car- 
teret, to be poftmafters-general. 

12. The earl of Dartmouth, lord 
fteward of his majefty’s houfehold, 

The earl of Hertford to be lord 
chamberlain of his majefty’s houfe- 
hold. 

The earl of Cholmondeley to be 
captain of the yeomen of the guards. 

Lord vifc. Townfhend to be ma- 
fter-general of the ordnance. 

Henry Strachey, efq. to be keeper 
of his majefty’s ftores, ordnance, 
and ammunition of war. 

Wiiliam Adam, efq. to be trea- 
furer and paymatter of his majefty’s 
ordnance. 

The right hon. Richard Fitz- 


patrick, 
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patrick, his majeity’s fecretary at 
war. 

Henry Duncan, efq. one of the 
commiflioners of the navy. 

14. —— St. John, efq. of Lin- 
coln’s-inn, barritter at law, to be 
under fectetary to lord North. 

The right hon. George James, 
earl of Cholmondeley, the right 
hon. Richard Fitzpatrick, and the 
right hon. Frederick Montagu, were 
fworn of the privy council. 

15. Karl Fitzwilliam to be cuftos 
rotulorum for the foke or liberty of 


Peterborough, in Northampton- 
fire. 

John Lee, efq. to be folicitor- 
general. 


20. Sir Willoughby Afhton to be 
ufher of the black rod in Ireland, 
under the earl of Northington. 

29. John Courtney, efq. matter 
furveyor of the ordnance. 

Humphry Minchin, efq. clerk of 
the ordnance. 

The bithop of Worcetfter to be 
elerk of the clofet to his majefty. 

Dr. Warren to be bifhop of Ban- 

or. 

May 3. The right hon. Robert, 
earl of Northington, lieut. gen. and 
general governor of his majefty’s 
kingdom of Ireland. 

6. James Wallace, efq. to be at- 
torney-general, 

The earl of Leven to be his ma- 
jefty’s high commiffioner to the ge- 
neral aflembly of the church of 
Scotland. 

t4. The right hon. George Har- 
ry, carl of Stamford, to be lord 
lieut. of the county of Chefter, and 
of the city of Chefter and county of 
the fame. 

17. Dr. Lewis Bagot, bifhop 
of Briilol, to be bifhop of Nor- 
wich. 


John Moutray, efq. to be a com- | 


miffioner of the navy. 
John Laforey, ety. to be a com- 


PRINCIPAL 





(1783, 
miffioner for navy affairs at Ply. 
mouth. 

The earl of Sandwich, to be 
Fe. ag and keeper of St. James's 


Park, and of Hyde Park. 

The earl of Jerfey to be captain 
of his majefty’s af of penfiouers, 

The lord vife. Hinchinbroke, to 
be mafter of his majefty’s bugk. 
hounds. 

James Hefeltinc, ef. to be his 
majefty’s procurator, 

22. Counfellor Ertkine to be 
king’s council. 

23" A. Pigot to be a king’s coun. 
cil. 

June 14. Dr. Wilfon, bithop of 
Briftol. 

15- Rev. Cyril Jackfon to be 
dean of the cathedral church of 
Chrift in the univerfity of Oxford. 
And, Rev. Thomas Shafto to be 
canon of the fame church, in the 
room of Mr, Jackfon, 

16. The right hon, lord vifcount 
Keppel, firft lord of the admiralty, 
was unanimoufly chofen matter, and 
fir William James, bart. deputy 
mafler of the Trinity-houfe. 

17. Dr. Smallwell, bifhop of St, 
David’s. 

26. Thomas Davenport, efq. was 
called to the degrce of ferjeant at 
law. As was alfo Nath Grofle, efq. 

27. Serjeant Davenport was 
knighted by his majefty. 

July 1. Three doétors of divinity 
were admitted at Cambridge Com- 
mencement, viz. Dr. Heath and Dr. 
Summer of King’s college, and Dr. 
Bacon of Trinity college. 

4. Captain John Collins, in the 
navy, was knighted. 

12. John Hunt, efq. to be col- 
lector of Baffeterre, in the ifland ot 
St. Chriftopher, in the room of 
Richard Gamon, efq. refigned. 

Aug. 15. The hon. Henry Er- 
fkine, (brother of the earl of Buchaa, 


to the office of lord advocate of Scot 
land, 
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land, in the room of Henry Dun- 
— Mathias, ef. the offices or 
laces of prothonotary and clerk of 
the crown in the counties of Car- 
marthen, Pembroke, and Cardigan, 
and the town of Haverfordwett, and 
borough of Carmarthen. 

19. Alleyne Fitzherbert, efq. to 
be his majefty’s envoy extraordinary 
and miniiter plenipotentiary to the 
court of Peterfburgh. 

22. Thomas Page, efq. of the ar- 
tillery, had the honour of knight- 
hood conferred on him. 

26. George Ogle, efq. and the 
hon. Thomas Peiham, to be of his 
majefty’s moft honourable privy 
council in the kingdom of Ire- 
land. ; 

28. The earl of Detby to be 
chancellor of the duchy and county 
Palatine of Lancaitter, vice lord Afh- 
burton. 

30. John Randolph, bachelor of 
divinity, to be regius profeflor of 
divinity in the univerfity ot Oxford, 
with the place and dignity of a ca- 
non of the cathedral church of 
Chrift in the faid univerfity, void 
by the death of the rev. Dr, Benja- 
min Wheeler. 

The hon. and rev. Edward Sey- 
mour Conway, M. A. to be a canon 
of the faid cathedral church, void 
by the death of the rev. Dr, Benja- 
min Kennicott. 

The hon, and rev. George Ha- 
milton, M. A. to be a prebend of 
his majeity’s free chapel of St. 
George in {the caftle of Windfor, 
void by the death of the rev. Dr. 
John James Majendie. 

Sept. 20. Letters patent paffed the 
great feal, granting John, lord Shef- 
held, the title of baron Sheffield of 
Rofcommon, in the county of Rof- 
common, with remainders feverally 
to his daughters. 


The like dignity of baron of the 
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faid kingdom of Ireland to the fol- 
lowing gentlemen : 

Arthur Pomroy, of Newbury, in 
the county of Kildare, efq. baron 
Harberton of Carbery, in the faid 
county. 

Robert Clements, ef. baron Lei- 
trim of Manor Hamilton, in the 
county of Leitrim. 

Francis Mathew, efq. baron Lan- 
daff of Thomattown, in the county 
of Tipperary. And 

Wilham Tonfon, efq. baron Ri- 
verfdale, of Rathcormuck, in the 
county of Cork. 

‘The dignity of a baronefs of the 
faid kingdom to Mrs. Chriftian Hely 
Hutchinfoa, wife of the right hon, 
John Hely Hutchinfon, by the title 
of Baronefs Donogmore of Knock. 
lofty, in the county of ‘Tippe- 
rary. 

The dignity of a baron of the faid 
kingdom to fir John Huffey Dela 
val, bart. by the title of baron De- 
laval of Redford,-in the county of 
Tipperary. 

‘To John Pennington, efq. the ti- 
tle of baron Muncatter ; with re- 
mainder to his brother lieut. col. 
Lowther Pennington. 

To Richard Pennant, efq. the 
title of baron Penrhyn, in the county 
of Lowth. 

Od. 21. William Lucas, efq. to 
be his majefty’s chief-juftice of the 
itlands of Grenada and the Grena- 
dines, in America, 

Afhton Warner Byam, efq. to be 
his majefty’s attorney-general, and 
Kenneth Francis Mackenzie, efq. to 
be his majefty’s folicitor-general, in 
the faid itlands. 

25- The right hon, lord William 
Cavendifh Bentinck, clerk of the 

ipe. 

a 11. Rev. Dr. Kaye, dean 
of Lincoln. 

George Payne, conful-general at 
Morocco, 


19. Mr. 
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19. Mr. John Lee, attorney-ge- 
neral. 

Mr. James Mansfield, folicitor- 
general. 

The hon. Thomas Erfkine, and 
Arthur Pigott, efq. the former ap- 
pointed attorney- general, and the 
latter folicitor-gencral to his; royal 
highnefs the prince of Wales. 

The hon. Mr. Walpole, appoint- 
ed envoy to the court of Bavaria. 

20. Lord vifc. Lewifham, lord 
warden of the Stannaries, and ftew- 
ard of the duchy of Cornwall. 

25. Richard Ackom Harrifon, 
efq. to be collector of his majeity’s 
cuftoms at the port of Hull. 

Dec. 6. Hon. capt. George Fitz- 
roy, one of the grooms of the 
bed-chamber to the prince of 
Wales. 

ro. The rev. William Dickfon, 
clerk, M. A. bithop of the united 
bifhopricks of Down and Connor. 

13. Anthony Storer, efq. mini- 
ftcr plenipotentiary to the court of 
Verfailles, during the ablence of the 
duke ot Manchefter. 

20. The right hon. George, earl 
Temple, one of his majetty’s princi- 

al fecretarics of ftate. 

The right hon. Granville, earl 
Gower, lord prefident ot the privy- 
council. 

The dignity of a baronet of the 
kingdom of Great Britain to the fe- 
veral gentlemen under-mentioned : 

John Guife, of Higham Court, 
in the county of Gloucetter, efq. 

Sir Andrew Snape Hamond, 
knight, with remainder to Andrew 
Snape Douglas, efq. captain in his 
majeity’s navy. 

Charles Barrow, of Hygrove, in 
the county of Gloucefter, efq. with 
remainder to Thomas Crawley Boe- 
vy, of Flanley Abby, in the faid, 
county, efq. 

John Morfhead, of Trenant Park, 
tn the county of Cornwall, efy. 
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The rev. Richard Rycroft. D D 
of Calton, in the county of York é 

John Silvefter Smith, of Newland 
Park, in the Weft Riding of the 
county of York, efq. 
_ John Lombe, of Great Melton 
in the 2 of Norfolk, efq. with 
remainders feverally to his brother 
Edward Hafe, of Sall, in the faid 
county of Norfolk, efq. and to the 
heirs male of Vertue, wife of Rich. 
ard Paul Jodrell, of Saxlingham, jn 
the fame county, efq. niece of the 
faid John Lombe, eiq. 

Thomas Durrant, of Scottowe, in 
the county of Norfolk, ef, 

Lucas Pepys, door of phyfic 
of Brook-ftreet, Grofvenor-iquare, 
phyfician extraordinary to his ma. 
jefty, with remainder to his brother 
William Weller Pepys, of Ridley, 
in the county Palatine of Chefter, 
efq. one of the mafters in the high 
court of chancery. 

Francis Wood, of Barnfley, in 
the county of York, efq. fecond fon 
of Francis Wood, late of Barailey 
aforefaid, efq. deceafed, with re- 
mainder feverally to the rev. Henry 
Wood, of the fame place, D. D. 
eldeit fon of the faid Francis Wood, 
deccafed, and to the heirs of the faid 
Francis Wood, deceafed. 

William Fitzherbert, of Teffing- 
ton, in the county of Derby, efq. 
and Thomas Beevor, of Hethel, in 
the county of Norfolk, efq. 

The rev. William Jackfon, clerk, 
profefflor of the Greek tongue in 
the univerfity of Oxford, void by 
the refignation of the rev. Mr. John 
Randolph. 

23. His grace Charles, duke of 
Rutland, to be keeper of the privy 
feal. : 

The right hon. Francis, marquis 
of Carmarthen, and the right hon 
Thomas, lord Sydney, to be his 
majefly’s principal fecretaries 
ftate. 

The 
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richt hon. Edward, lord 
ee o be lord high chancel- 


Great Britain. 
“< duke of Dorfet, ambaflador 


ris. 
2 wet Hailes, efq. his fecretary. 
Lord Salifbury to be lord cham- 


lain. 
go Kenyon, efq. to be attor- 


general. , 
mRichard Pepper Arden, efq. foli- 


stor-gencral. 

r William Pitt, efq. lord Graham, 
John Buller, efq. Edward James El- 
jiott, efq. and John Aubrey, efq. 
commiffioners of the treafury. 

Duke of Chandos, lord-fleward of 
the houfehold. 

Lord de Ferrars, captain of the 
band of gentlemen penfioners. 

The hon. William Wyndham 
Grenville, joint pay-mafter of the 
forces. 

The hon, William Pitt, the office 
of chancellor and under-treafurer of 
his majefty’s exchequer. 

His grace the duke of Richmond, 
the office of mafter-general of his 
majefty’s ordnance. 

Gibbs Crawford, efy. the office 
of clerk of his majefty’s ordnance. 

John Aldridge, efq. the office of 
keeper of his majefty’s ordnance. 

Thomas Baillie, efq. the office of 
clerk of the deliveries of his ma- 
jelty’s ordnance. 

The right hon. Richard, vifc. 
Howe, Charles Brett, John Jefferies 
Pratt, and John Levefon Gower, 
efqrs. Henry Bathurft, efq. (com- 
monly called lord Apfley), Charles 
George Percival, and James Mody- 
ford Haywood, efqrs. to be his ma- 
jefty’s commiffioners for executing 
the office of lord high admiral of 
the kingdoms of Great Britain and 
Ireland. 

The right hon. Henry Dundas, 


the Office of treafurer of his ma- 
jefty’s navy, 
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William Smith, efq. the office of 
treafurer and paymatter of his ma- 
jetty’s ordnance. 

G. A. Selwyn, furveyor of crown 
lands. 

Samuel Eftwick, efq. feeretary 
and regifter of Chelfea hofpital. 

The right hon. Barry Yelverton, 
lord chief baron in Ireland, 

John Fitzgibbon, efq. attorney- 
general, in Ireland, 
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Hugh Sandilands, brother to lord 
ks, rere at Madras, in O&ober 
ait. 

Dec. 19. At Strafburgh, her royal 
highnefs the princefs Chriftina, aunt 
to the elector of Saxony, and grand 
abbefs of Remiremont. 

26. Henry Home, efq. lord 
Kaimes, judge in the courts of fef- 
fion and jutticiary. 

28. The princefs Maria Charlotta 
Antonietta, of .Sardinia, fpoufe of 
his royal highnefs prince Antony, 
of Saxony, of the fmall pox. 

Baron Van Affleburg, prince bi- 
fhop of Paderbourn, in Germany. 

Jan. 1. The rev. Mr. Green, 
head mafter of Merchant Taylors 
{chool. 

3. Lady Jane Flack, wife of Mr. 
Flack, attorney at law, and daugh- 
ter of the earl of Wigtown. 

4. Mrs. Corbet, a widow lady of 
an extenfive fortune. 

At Madras, the hon, George 
Sempill, brother to lord Sempill. 

g. Rev. Dr. Foley, uncle to lord 
Foley, and dean of Worcefter, 

10. Lord George Sutton, uncle 
to his grace the duke of Rut- 
land. 

11. Admiral John Storr. 

Capt. Charles Fielding, brother- 
in-law to the earl of Winchelfea. 

12. Lond Stirling. 

14. The 
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14. The lady of rear-admiral 
Fowke. 

Lady Anne Steuart, relict of John 
Steuart, of Blair-hall, efq. and 
daughter of the late Francis, earl of 
Morey. 

16. Lady dowager Vere. 

21, Sir George Armytage, bart.” 

25. Sir Jarritt Smyth, bart. hav- 
ing almoft attained his g2d year. 

Lady Stafford. 

Lady Echlin, relict of fir Robert 
Echlin, bart. fifter to the late coun- 
tefs of Derby. 

27. Mifs Sufannah Howard, 
daughter of the carl and countefs of 
Carlifle. 

29. In Scotland, fir James Clerk, 
bart. of Pennycuick. 

At Lifbon, his eminence cardinal 
don John de Cunha, privy-counfel- 
lor to his majefty, archbifhop of 
Evora, and inquifitor-general of the 
kingdom of Portugal and its depen- 
dencies. 

William, earl of Delawar, un- 
married, aged 24, fucceeded by his 
brother. 

Feb. 4. The right hon, the coun- 
tefs of Aylefbury. 

The right hon. the earl of Suf- 
folk, without male iffue, and was 
fucceeded in his titles by colonel 
Howard, of the guards. 

6. Mrs. Huddlefton, wife of 
Thomas Huddlefton, of Hatton 
Garden, efq. She was the only 
child of lady Anne Mackworth, and 
niece of the earl of Abercorn. 

8. At Bath, the hon. John Chi- 
cheiter, efq. only brother to the 
right hon, the earl of Donnegall. 

Mrs. Cockburn, mother to the 
lady of fir Matthew White Ridley. 
bart. 

Chriflopher Rigby, efq. firft com- 
miflioner of his majeity’s exchequer. 

10. Dr. James Nares, organitt. 

Lady Ifabella Monck, fitter to the 
late duke of Portland, and aunt to 
the prefent duke of Portland. 
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23. And. Pepperell, ef. youne 
brother to fir Wm. Peppard. bane 

Lady Hardres, relict of fir Wm 
Hardres, bart. of Hardres Court, — 

25. The right hon. dowager lad 
Carysfort,mother of the prefent lord 

The infant don Giufeppe, their 
Sicilian majeity’s third fon (not 
quite wwo years old), 

30. Lady Reeve, reli& of f; 
Thomas Reeve. 

March 2. Lady Mary Weft, fitter 
to the earl of Stamford. 

Lord George Fitzgerald, brother 
to the duke of Leinfter. 

6. About fix o’clock in the after. 
noon, as the hon. Mifs Ifabella, 
Courtenay, aged 18, daughter of lord 
vifc. Coutenay, was flanding betore 
the fire at his lordfhip’s houfe in Grof- 
venor-fquare, the poker accidentally 
fell from the grate, and fetting her 
cloaths on fire, fhe was fo miferably 
burnt before any affiflance could be 

rocured, that fhe died at two 
o’clock next morning in the greateft 
agonies. 

g- Lady dowager Walpole. 

16. William Egerton, brother to 
the bifhop of Durham. 

19. Hon. Dr. Frederick Corn- 
wallis, lord archbifhop of Canter. 
bury, primate of all England. 

20. The lady of fir Robert Shafto, 
efq. daughter and heirefs of the late 
Thomas Duncombe, efq. of Dun- 
combe Park, by lady Diana Howard, 
daughter of the late earl of Carlifle. 

21. The rev. and hon. Dr. Her- 
vey, uncle to the earl of Briftol. 

24. His royal highnefs Charles 
Guftavus, youngeft fon of the king 
of Sweden. 

The right hon. John, lord Rollo, 
His lordfhip is fucceeded in honouts 
and oitate by his eldeit fon James, 
now lord Rollo. 1 

30. The celebrated anatomitt, 
Dr. William Hunter. 

At Hanover, aged two years, 
prince Frederick Charles Ferdinand, 


, al “ at 
5 ounse 
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fon of his highnefs prince 
0a goat Frederic of Mecklen- 


h Strelitz. 
April 5 Her ferene highnefs the 
princels Louifa Carolina, mar- 


vine of Baden Dourlach, and 

fiter to the landgrave of Hefle 
adt. 

ree “ William Guife, bart. re- 

prefentative for the county of Glou- 

cefter. , 

Lord Bruce, at Spa, in Germany. 

g. Sir John Frederick, bart. F. 
R. S. in the 74th year of his age. 

io. At Greenwich, in an ad- 

ced age, admiral Mann. 
pes Mrs. Ofbaldefton, reli& of 
Dr. Ofbaldeiton, late bifhop of Lon- 
don. 

Hon. Mrs. Bofcawen, relict of 
lieut. gen. George Bofcawen. 

15. James Brockholes, efq. ne- 
phew to the duchefs of Norfolk. — 

19. At lady Harriot Vernon’s, in 
Graiton-ftreet, after a lingering ill- 
nefs, Mifs Lucy Vernon, her lady- 
hhip’s third daughter. 

20, Sir John Ramfay, bart. of 
Banff. 

21. Mrs. Willes, relict of the late 
right hon. Edward Willes, lord 
chief baron of his majeity’s court of 
exchequer in Ireland. 

23. The night rev. Dr. Philip 
Yonge, lord bithop of Norwich. 

28. Lord Charles Cavendith, 
grand-uncle to the duke of Devon- 
flire, 

31. The rev. George Stinton, 
D. D. chancellor of the church of 
Lincoln. 

May 3. Prince Octavius, at Kew 
palace, of inoculation for the 


imall=pox, aged four years, two 
months, and ten days. 

6. The right hon. Hen. Loftus, 
earl of Ely, vifcount Loftus, of the 
kingdom of Ireland, and knight of 
the order of St. Patrick. 

10. Mrs. Frances Bowyer, a 
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maiden lady, fifter of the late fir 
William, and aunt of the prefent fir 
William Bowyer, bart. 

11. Henry Howarth, efq, 

16. Sir William Douglas, bart. 

20. The right hon. lady For- 
tefcue, vifcountels Valentia, wife 
of the right hon. Arthur, vifcount 
Valentia, in the kingdom of Ireland. 

23. Rear-admiral Cha. Webber. 

25. Sir John Gordon, of Inver- 
gordon, bart. 

26. The right hon. lord Carbery, 
of the kingdom of Ireland. He is 
fucceeded by his only fon, the hon, 
George Evans, efg. 

Mrs. Jane Yonge, aunt to fir 
George Yonge, bart. 

29. His excellency compte de 
Hatlang, envoy from his ferene 
highnefs the elector Palatine and 
duke of Bavaria, privy-counfellor 
and chamberlain at both courts ; 
likewife knight of the illuftrious or- 
der of St. George, in the 83d year 
of his age, after an embaffy of forty- 
four years. 

Lady Anne Greville, fifter to the 
earl of Warwick. 

June 1. Charles Byrne, the Irith 
giant, eight feet two inches high, 
aged 22. 

2. Mr. Charles Spalding, the im- 
prover of the diving bell. 

3- Mrs. Elizabeth Scott, daugh- 
ter of fir James Scott, of Gala. 

s- Lady Helen Stuart, lady of 
lord Stoneficld. 

7. Sir Rowland Hill, of Hawk- 
ftone, {n the county of Salop, bart. 
He is fucceeded in his title and 
eftates by his eldeft fon, now fir 
Richard Hill, bart. 

8. Dame Sarah Blackifton, relict 
of fir Matthew Blackifton, knt. late 
alderman of Bifhopfyate ward. 

Lady Chadwick, relict of the late 
fir Andrew Chadwick. 

Lately, on her paffage from Ben- 
gal, the hon, Mrs. Carey, relict of 
the 
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the hon. col. Carey, fon of lord 
vifcount Falkland. 

The infant don Carlos Eufebio, 
only fon of the prince of Afturias. 

ic. ‘The hon. Mr. Bateman, bro- 
ther to lord Bateman, 

23. Thomas Gataker, efq. one of 
the curfitors of the hight court of 
chancery, and principal of that cor- 
poration, 

28. Lady Middleton, daughter 
of lord Pelham. 

Rev. James Lewis, dean of Of- 
fory in Ireland, 

Lady Penningtor, wife of fir Jo- 
feph Pennington, bart. elder brother 
of lord Muncafter, 

July 1. Lady vifcountefs Gage. 

3. Ac Edinburgh, the nght hon. 
James, lord Ruthven. 

7. At Brighthelmitone, lady Ca- 
tharine Bouveric, daughter of the 
earl of Dunmore. 

16. At Edinburgh, Mr. Hew 
Dalrymple, fon to lord Wefthall. 

The lady of the rev. Mr.Wywill ; 
fhe was the fifter of fir Marmaduke 
Wyvill, 

lifs Gooch, eldeft daughter of 
fir Thomas Gooch, bart. 

26, Sir Thomas Burnet, of Leys, 
bart. 

Aug. 1. The right hon. lord vife. 
Heretord, premier vifcount of Eng- 
land. His lord{hip ts fueceeded in 

his titles and eflates by his only bro- 
ther, the hon. George Devereux, 
efq. now lord vifcount Hereford. 

The right hon, fir William Of- 
borne, burt. 

The lady of Thomas Newte, ef. 
daughter of fir Charles meal 
bart. 

3- The right hon. lady Hawley. 

6. Charles Long, efq. brother to 
fir James Tylney Long, bart. 

At Bruflels, the noted Breflaw. 

7. The lady of fir John Paimer, 
bart. and fifter of fir Henry Gough, 
bart. 
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8. Sir John Ruffel, bart. 

10. The lady of fir Noah Tho, 
mas. 

15. Lieut. gen. Evelyn, uncle to 
fir Frederick Evelyn, bart 

18. The right hon. lord Athbur. 
ton, chancellor of the duchy of 
Lancailer. 

The rev. Dr. Benjamin Kenni. 
cott, canon of Chrift church. 

Thomas Lloyd, of Albertrinant 
in the county of Cardigan, ely. 
brother-in-law to the right hon, the 
earl of Lifburne, and the hon. gen, 
Vaughan. 

20. In Berkeley-fquare, lady 
dowager Gerrard. 

22. The right hon. Robert vif, 
Hampden, baron Trevor, in the 73d 
year of his age. 

20. Mrs. Perry, relict of Wilfam 
Perry, ax of Penhurit, in Kent, 
niece to John and Jocelyn, late earls 
of Leicetfier. 

Sept. 1. The right hon. Hugh, 
lord Clifford, baron of Chudleigh, 

4+ Lady Nicolfon, widow of fir 
James Nicolfon, of Glenbervie. 

1s. The right hon. James Gren 
ville, brother to the late earl Teme 
ple, and uncle to the prefent earl. 

In the 73d year of his age, of 
the gout in his ftomach, the rev, 
fir Mark Sykes, bart, D. D. 

16. The right hon. fir John Shel- 
ley, bart. of Michel Grove, in the 
county of Suffex. 

18. Lovell Stanhope, efq. uncle 
to the earl of Cheftertfield. 

19. Temple Weft, efq. His 
death was occafioned by a wound, 
which he received, when a youth ot 
fixteen, on board the Buckingham, 
in that memorable engagement, May 
20, 1756, where his tather, admr 
ral Weft, then lord of the adm 
ralty, and fecond ia command to 
admiral Byng, engaged the French 
line with only fix fhips. 

24. Hou, Godfrey Lill, one of the 


juiuices 
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- ates of the common pleas in [re- 
ee her of lady Caitle-Stuart. 
The right hon. Walter Huffey 
Burgh, lord chief baron of the ex- 
ver in Ireland. : 
s+ Robert Pollock. | 
08. 1. The right hon. lady De- 
l, 
whe hon. Mrs. Law, lady of the 
rev. Archdeacon Law, daughter of 
the right hon. lord vifcount Falk- 


nd. 

6. The celebrated Euler, one of 
the greateft_ mathematicians of the 

e, at Peterfbury. 

The hon. James Hamilton, efq. 
anative, and formerly governor, of 
Pennfylvania. : 

8. The lady of fir William Deffe. 

12. Hon. Mrs. Catharine He- 
neage, relict of George Heneage, 
efq. and aunt to lord Petre. 

14. Lady dowager Sarah Frank- 
land. 

is. The right hon. Francis, earl 
of Shipbrook, whofe title is extinct. 

17. The right hon. lady Anne 
Dufen, wife of Gerrard Dufign, 
efq. and fifter to the late earl of 
Hyndford. 

18. The rev. Dr. Cuft, dean of 
Lincoln. 

21. Sir William Hanmer, bart. 

23. The right hon. Jofeph Lee- 
fon, earl of Miltown. 

26. The hon. Mifs Howe, fifter 
of the late, and aunt to the prefent 
lord Chedworth. 

Sir Charles Turner, bart. 

28 Monf. d’Alembert, member 
of the French academies and the 
academies of {ciences, 

3" The right hon. earl Spencer, 
vic. Althorp, baron Spencer. 

Richard Palmer, ef. the laft fur- 


ving brother of the late fir Thomas 
Palmer, bart. uncle of fir John Pal- 
mer, bart. of Carlton, in North- 
am ptonfhire, 


= Grey, efq. of Morwick, 
1783, 
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near Warkworth, uncle to the pres 

fent fir Henry Grey, bart. of Hoe. 
wick, and fir Charles Grey, K, B. 

of Falladon, Northumberland, 

Nov. 1. Mr. Charles Linnzus, 
the botanift. 

s- The right hon, Alexander, lord 
Blantyre. 

7- The hon. matter Willoughby 
de Broke, fon of lord Willoughby 
be Broke. 

10. James Wallace, efq. his ma- 
jefty’s attorney-general, king's fer- 
jeant in the duchy court of Lan- 
cafter, and ferjeant of the county 
Palatine of Durham. 

Captain John Campbell, nephew 
ik ince the firft duke of Argyl, 
and coulin to the five fucceeding 
dukes. 

The rev. Mr. Courtenay, elder 
brother to the rev. Dr. Courtenay, 
of St. George, Hanover-fguare. 

14- Mrs. Boyd, mother of fir 
Jobn Boyd, bart. 

16. Rev. Dr. James Trail, lord 
bifhop of Downe and Connor. 

John Grey, efq. uncle to fir Hen. 
Grey, bart. aged 93. 

17. The hon. Mrs. Tracy, wife 
of the hon. Henry Tracy. 

19. The lady of gen. Jerning- 
ham, eldeft daughter of Edward 
Dicconfon, of Wrightington, efq.: 
dame de la Croix Etoille. 

21. The right hon. lady Caryll, 
confort to lord Caryll. 

The lady of the rev. Mr. Richard 
Harrington,only brother of fir James 
Fiarrington. bart. of Penny Pound, 
in Monmouthhhire. 

At Braunfels, the reigning prince 
of Solms, Ferdinand William Er. 
neft, in the 68th year of his 
age. 

Dec. 2. Mrs. Hamilton, wife of 
James Hainilton, of Inverwick, efq. 
and daughter of the late fir Aicx. 
Forbes, of Forran, bart. 

5. At Verfailles, mademoifelle of 

(F) France, 
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France, aged five years, only daugh- 
ter of the French king. 

7. Sir John Mitchell, bart. of 
Shetland. 

8. George Mafon, D. D. lord 
bifhop of Sodor and Mann. 

9. Sir George Suttie, of Bal- 
gowan, bart. 

10. The right hon. lady Doro- 
thea Inglis, widow of fir Adam In- 
glis, bart. of Cramond, in Scot- 
land. 

Sir Robert Smyth, bart. of Is- 
field, in Suffex, and Bury St. Ed- 
mund’s. 

11. Mrs. Randolph, relict of the 
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late Dr. Randolph, and fifter 
late fir John cuerend, whey ” 

11. Lady Sharp, widow of fir 
Alexander Sharp, by 

13- Mrs. Cornwall, mother of 
the fpeaker of the Houfe of Com. 
mons. 

16. Sir William James, bart. 

19- The hon. William Parker 
youngeft fon of the earl of Maccles. 
field. 

21. In Grofvenor-fquare, fr 
Francis Ratcliff, bart. 

23. Mrs. Vernon, fifter to the late 
lord Shipbrook, and to gen, Ver. 


non. 


Th LONDON GENERAL BILL of 


Curistenincs and Buaiats from December 10, 1782, to December 16, 1783. 


Males 8739 : f 
Females 2332 } Buried 


Chriftened ; 
2and 5 1873 
gand1e 673 
yoand 20 676 


Between 


Public AAs paffed in the Year 1783. 


An att to permit the importation 
of all forts of corn, grain, and 
meal, upon payment of the low du- 
ties, for a limited time. , 

An a& to continue an act, inti- 
tuled, ‘* An aét more effectually to 

revent his majefty’s enemies trom 
om fupplied with fhips or veflels 
from Great Britain.” 

An aé& for granting an aid to his 
majefty by a land-tax. 

An act for continuing and grant- 
ing to his majefty certain duties up- 
on malt, mum, cyder, and perry. 

An act for continuing an act, in- 
tituled, ** An ac for reftraining fir 
Thomas Rumbold, bart. and Peter 
Perring, efq. from going out of this 
kingdom, for a limited time; and 
for difcovering their eftates and ef- 
fects, and preventing the tranfport- 
ing or alicnating the fame. 


Males 
Females 9299 


30 and 40 - 14f1 
40 and 50 - 1757 


Died under 2 years 6632] 20 and 30. 31421 
go and 60 - 1551 


Increafed in the Burials 
this year I1ry. 


6o and 70- 1332 eo Ee 


9750 


goand 8o~- 926 | gor-o] roc 0 
Bo and g0- 420 | 102-1] 106-2 
goandIoo- 51 | 103-2 





An aé& to continue feveral laws, 
relating to the regulating the fees of 
officers of the cuftoms and naval of- 
ficers in America; to the allowing 
the exportatioh of certain quantities 
of wheat, and other articles, to his 
majefty’s fugar colonies in America; 
to the permitting the exportation of 
tobacco-pipe clay from this kingdom 
to the Britith fugar-colonies or plan- 
tations in the Weft Indies ; and to 
the repealing the duties upon pot 
and pearl afhes, wood and weed 
athes, imported into Great Britain, 
and for granting other duties in liew 
thereof. 

An aé& for the regulation of his 
majefty’s mrine forces while on 
fhore. & 

An a& for continuing feveral ads 
paffed for the better regulation of 
laftage and ballaftage in the nver 
Thames. 


An act for allowing the imports 
yon 
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tion of rice, paddy, Indian corn, 
Indian meal, and maize, free from 
dury, for alimited time. 

An act for further continuing an 
att, for allowing the importation of 
fine organzined Italian thrown filk 
in any fhips or veflels, for a limited 
tume. — 

An aét to amend an a@, intituled, 
« An act for the more effectual fe- 
curing the duties upon tobacco; to 

rohibit the importation of currants 
into Great Britain in fimall pack- 
ages ; to repeal fuch part of the pro- 
vifo in an aét of the 18th year of 
the reign of his prefent majefty, as 
permits Portugal and Spanith wines, 
and other wines, (except French 
wines) to be imported in {mall cafks 
for private ufe ; and for taking off 
the inland duty payable upon the 
importation of cocoa nuts into this 
kingdom, upon the exportation there- 
of as merchandize. 

An act for raifing a certain fum 
of money by loans or exchequer 
bills. 

An act for more effectually drain- 
ing and preferving certain lands and 
grounds within the level of Hatfield 
Chace, and parts adjacent, in the 
counties of York, Lincoln, and Not- 
tingham. 

An ac for allowing the importa- 
tion of goods from Raves in neu- 
tral fhips into the iflands of St. 
Chriflopher, Nevis, Montferrat, 
Dominica, St. Vincent, Grenada, 
and the Grenadines ; and of goods 
the ptoduce or manufacture of the 
faid ilands, and of Tobago and St. 
Lucia, from thence into this king- 
dom, in fuch fhips, upon payment 
of the Brith plantation duties, for 
a limited time ; for permitting cer- 
tain goods, the produce of thofe 
illands, fecured in warehoufes in 
this kingdom, to be taken out, on 
Payment of the Britith plantation 

uties, and to cancel certain bonds 
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entered into for payment of the du- 
ties due thereon ; for further conti- 
nuing certain temporary acts for the 
encouragement of trade; and to re« 
09 an act, made in the 22d year of 
is majefty’s reign, for allowing the 
importation of goods the growth of 
St. Chriftopher, Nevis, and Mont- 
ferrat, into any of his majefty’s do- 
minions in Europe or Ametica. 

An att for rendering more effec- 
tual the provifions contained in an 
act of the 13th year of king George 
the Firft, for preventing frauds and 
abufes in the dying trade. 

An aét for authorifing the trea- 
furer of the navy to pay to the gars 
rifon and naval department at Gib- 
raltar, the like bounty for deftroy- 
ing certain Spanifh thips of war, as 
is allowed to the officefs and menon 
board any of his majefty’s thips of 
war taking or deftroying fthips of 
war belonging to the enemy. 

An aét tor punifhing mutiny and 
defertion ; and for the better pay- 
ment of the army and their quartess. 

An act for rendering the payment 
of creditors more equal and expe- 
ditious, in that part of Great Bri- 
tain called Scotland ; and for mak- 
ing perpetual fo much of an act, 
made in the 12th year of his prefent 
majefty’s reign, as relates to bills 
and promiffory notes. 

An act for repealing an aé&, made 
in the laft feffion of parliament, for 
compelling John Whitehill, efq. to 
return into this kingdom, and for 
other purpofes ; and for vetting in * 
the faid John Whitehill his eftate 
and effects forfeited in confequence 
of the faid aét; and for reftraining 
him from going out of this kingdom 
for a limited time; and for dif- 
covering his eftate and effects, and 
preventing the tranfporting or ali- 
enating the fame. 

An a¢t for building a new Shire- 
hall and Guildhall for the county of 
(PF 2) Salop 


















' 
' 
| 


— 
~ 
=~ 





(84) 


Salop, and the town of Shrewfbury, 
in the faid county, 

An act for granting a bounty up- 
on the exportation of Briufh and 
Jrith buckrams and tillettings, Bri- 
tith and trifh linens, Britith calli- 
coes and cottons, or cotton mixed 
with linen, printed, painted, flained, 
or dyed, in Great Britain. 

An a@ for allowing further time 
for inrollment of deeds and wills 
made by Papifts, and for relief of 
proteftane purchafers. 

An aét to prevent prifoners in the 
King’s Bench prifon, or the rules 
thereof, or their families or fervants, 
gaining fettlements in the parith of 
St. George the Martyr, in the bo- 
rough ot Southwark, and county of 
Surrey ; and for the relict of the 
faid parifh, with refpeét to the fa- 
milies of prifoners in the faid King’s 
Bench, or the Marfhalfea prifon, or 
in the county gaol, or houfe ot cor- 
section belonging to the faid coun- 
ty; tor regulating the manner of 
chung overfecrs of the poor, and 
for appointing collectors of the 
poor’s rates, within the faid parith. 

An act for continuing an a&, in- 
tituled, * An act for punishing mu- 
tiny and defertion, and for the bet- 
ter payment ef the ay and their 
quarters ;” fo tar as the fame relates 
to the realm of Great Britain. 

An att to enable the corporation 
of the governor, bailiffs, and com- 
monalty, of the company of con- 
fervators of the Great Level of the 
Fens, to fell their taxes of certain 
lands within the Middle and South 
Levels, part of the faid Great Le- 
vel, which have been or may be 
dug for turf; and to apply the 
money arifing from fuch fale, to- 
wards difcharging the bond debts of 
the faid corporation upon account of 
thofe levels. 

An att to repeal fo much of two 
ads, as prohibits trade and inter- 
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courfe with the United States of 
America. 

An act to afcertain and eftablif, 
the boundaries of and between the 
hofpital of Bridewell, and the Pre. 
cinctthereunto belonging, andthe pa- 
rifh of St. Anne, Black Friars, in the 
city of London, as therein {pecified, 

An act for removing and prevent. 
ing all doubts which havc arifen, or 
might arife, concerning the excly. 
five sights of the parliament and 
courts of Ireland, in matters of |e. 
giflation and judicature; and for 
preventing any writ of error or ap. 

al from any of his majetty’s courts 
in that kingdem from being re. 
ceived, heard, and adjudged, in any 
of his majefty’s courts in the king. 
dom of Great Britain. 

An act for rendering effectual 
an aét, made for the better relief 
and employment of the poor within 
the hundred of Forehoe, in the 
county of Norfolk. 

An act to indemnify fuch perfons 
as have omitted to qualify themfelves 
tor offices and employments ; and 
to indemnify juftices of the peace, 
or others, who have omitted to re- 
gifter or deliver in their qualifica- 
tions within the time limited by law, 
and for giving further time for thofe 
purpofes ; and to indemnify mem- 
bers and officers, in cities, corpora- 
tions, and borough towns, whofe 
admiffions have been omitted to be 
ftamped according to law, or, hav- 
ing been ftamped, have been lott or 
miflaid ; and for allowing them time 
to provide admiffions duly ftamped ; 
and to give further time to tuch 
perfons as haye omitted to make 
and file affidavits of the execution 
of indentures of clerks to attornics 
and folicitors. 

An att for better paving, cleanf- 
ing, lighting, and watching, the 
ftreets, lanes, yards, courts, alleys, 
and paflages, within the pS 

be 
j 















1783.) 


St. Mary, at Rotherhithe, otherwife 
Redriffe, in the county of Surry, 
and for removing and preventing 
nuifances and annoyances therein. 

An act for amending an act for 
the better relief and employment of 
the poor of the rifh of St. John 
of Wapping, in the county of Mid- 
diefex; and providing a proper 
workhoufe and burial-ground for 
the ufe of the faid parith; and for 
opening certain communications, and 
making certain ftreets, within the 
faid parifh. 

An act to amend and render more 
effectual feveral acts, for making a 
navigable canal from the Trent to 
the Merfey ; and a branch from the 
faid canal to Frog-hall, and a rail- 
way from thence to or near Caldon, 
in the county of Stafford. 

An act for removing certain dif- 
sbilities and incapacities, occafioned 
by the attainder of David Ogilvy, 
of Airly, efq. 

An att for raifing a certain fum 
of money by way of annuities, and 
for eftablifhing a lottery. 

An act to difcharge and indem- 
nify the United Company of Mer- 
chants of England trading to the 
Eaft Indies, from all damages, in- 
tereft, and loffes, in refpect to their 
not making regular payment of cer- 
tain fums due, and to become due, 
tothe public, and to allow furthey 
time for fuch payment ; and to en- 
able the company to borrow a certain 
fum of money; and to make a di- 
vidend of 4l. per cent, to the pro- 
prietors at Midfummer, 1783. 

An act to repeal an act, intituled, 
** An act to continue, for a limited 
tune, fo much of an act, made in 
the lait feffion of parliament, for the 
More eafy and better recruiting his 
majefty’s land-forces and marines, 
as relates to the encouragement of 
volunteers.” 


An act for making and maintain- 
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ing a navigable canal from the river 
Thames, or Ifis, at or near Leach. 
lade, to join and communicate with 
the Stroudwater canal at Wallbridge, 
near the town of Stroud; and alfo 
a collateral cut from the faid canal 
at or near Siddington, to or near 
the town of Cirencefter, in the 
counties of Gloucefter and Wilts. 

An act for preventing certain in- 
ftruments from being required from 
fhips belonging to the Unired States 
of America; and to give to his ma- 
jefly, for a limited time, certain 
powers for the better carrying on 
trade and commerce between the 
fubjects of his majeity’s dominions 
and the inhabitants of the faid U- 
nited States. 

An act for defraying the charge 
of the pay of the militia, and of 
the cloathing for the ferjeants and 
drummers of the militia, in that part 
of Great Britain called England. 

An att for empowering perfons 
navigating veflels upon the river 
Trent, between a place called Wilden 
Ferry, inthe counties of Derby and 
Leicefter, or one of them, and the 
town of Burton upon Trent, in the 
county of Stafford, to haul the fame 
with horfes. 

An act for better paving, cleanf- 
ing, and lighting, the parith of St. 
Paul, Covent-Garden, within the 
liberty of Weftmintter, and certain 
places adjoining thereto; and for 
removing and preventing nuifances 
and annoyances therein. 

An att for better paving, cleanf- 
ing, and lighting, the parifh of 
St. Anne, and fuch part of Cock- 
lane as lies in the parifh of St. Mar- 
tin in the Ficlds, within the liberty 
of Weftminfter; and for removing 
and preventing nuifances and annoy- 
ances therein. 

An act for amending, and render- 
ing more effectual, an act, intituled, 
*¢ An act for building a workhoufe, 
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and for the better relief and employ- 
ment of the poor wirhin the parifh 
of St. James, Clerkenwell, in the 
county of Middlefex. 

An act for regulating the pro- 
ceedings of the court of jufticiary, 
and circuit courts, in Scotland. 

An act for widening the north- 
weft end of Fenchurch-ftreet, and 
the fouth end of the Old Jewry, 
within the city of London. 

An aét for altering and varying 
the powers of an a¢t, for making 
the river Douglas, alias Afland, na- 
vigable, from the river Ribble to 
Wigan, in the county Palatine of 
Lancatter; and for enabling the 
company of proprietors of the Leeds 
and Liverpool canal, incorporated 
by an act paffed in the 1oth year of 
his prefent majefty’s reign, to pur- 
pad s the faid river navigation ; for 
amending the faid laft mentioned 
act for incorporating and confolidat- 
ing the faid two navigations ; and 
for other purpofes. 

An att for improving the naviga- 
tion of the river Trent, from a place 
called Wilden Ferry, in the counties 
of Derby and Leiceiter, or one of 
them, to Gainfborough, in the coun- 
ty of Lincoln ; and for empowering 
perfons navigating veffels thereon to 
haul the fame with horfes. 

An att for repealing an act, inti- 
tuled, ** An att for charging a 
ftamp-duty upon inland bills of ex- 
change, promiflory notes or other 
notes payable otherwife than upon 
demand ;” and for .granting new 
ftamp-duties on bills of exchange, 
promiffory and other notes ; and alfo 
itamp-duties on receipts. 

An act for the better regulation 
of the office of the paymafter-gene- 
ral of his majefty’s forces, and the 
more regular payment of the army ; 
and to repeal an act, intituled, ** An 
act forthe better regulation of the 
office of paymafter-general of his 
majeity’s forces, 
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An act to repeal an ad, intituled 
“ An act for further punishment of 
vagabonds calling themfelves Egyp- 
tians. 

An act for ning mutiny and 


defertion; and for the better pay. 
ment of the army and their quarters, 
within the realm of Great Britain, 

An act to enable the commiffion. 
ers of fupply of the feveral counties 
therein mentioned, in that part of 
Great Britain called Scotland, tg 
affefs and levy certain fums for re. 
lieving fuch of the inhabitants of 
the faid counties as have been re. 
duced to indigence by the failure of 
the laft year’s crop of corn; and to 
enable his majefty, during the next 
recefs of parliament, by and with 
the advice of his privy council, to 
permit the importation of corn into 
the faid counties for a limited time, 
and in fhips or veflels belonging to 
any ftate in amity with his majetty, 
navigated by foreign feamen. 

An act tor providing a proper 
workhoufe, within the parith of Bir- 
mingham, in the county of War- 
wick, and for better regulating the 
poor within the faid parifh. 

An aét for building a new gaol 
for the town and county of the town 
of Kingfton upon Hull; for pur- 
chafing an additional burial-ground 
for the ufe of the parifh of the Holy 
Trinity, in the faid town ; for regu- 
lating the fares of hackney coach- 
men, chairmen, and porters, and 
the prices of carriage of goods ; for 
altering the time ot lighting lamps; 
for afcertaining the breadth of party 
walls, and for preventing certain 
nuifances within the faid town, li- 
berties, and precin&s thereof ; for 
amending an act of the 14th year of 
the reign of his prefent majetty, for 
making and eftablithing public quays 
or wharfs at Kingfton upon Hull, 
in refpect to fuch as are or may be 


built oppofite to certain itaiths 2 
t 
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the faid act defcribed ; and for other 
fes. 

-* act to allow the drawback of 
the whole duty — upon 

rtation of rice. 
ee for the fale of prize goods 
fecured in warehoufes in this king- 
dom, for which the duties are not 
paid, or the goods exported, within 
a limited time. 

An act for granting to his majefty 
feveral additional and new duties 
upon ftamped vellum, parchment, 
and paper; and alfo for repealing 
certain exemptions from the ftamp- 
duties. 

An act to provide that the pro- 
ceedings on the bill, now depending 
in parliament, for inflicting certain 

ins and penalties on fir Thomas 
Rumbold, bart. and Peter Per- 
ring, efq. for certain breaches of 
public truft, and high crimes and 
mifdemeanors, committed by them 
whilft they refpectively held the of- 
fices of governor and _prefident, 
counfellors, and members ot the fe- 
lect committee of the fettlement of 
Fort St. George, on the coatt of 
Coromandel, in the Eaft Indies, 
fhi!! not be difcontinued by any pro- 
rogati_» or diflolution of parliament. 

An act for further continuing fo 
much of an act, intituled, ** An 
act tor {training fir Thomas Rum- 
bold,s burt. and Peter Perring, efq. 
from going out of this kingdom, for 
a limited time ; and for difcovering 
their eftates and effects, and prevent- 
ing the tranfporting or alienating 
the fame,” as relates to reftraining 
the faid fir Thomas Rumbold, bart. 
and Péter Perring, efq. from ali- 
enating or otherwife difpofing of 
their refpective real eftates. 

An act for veiling in Henry, earl 
of Pembroke, his heirs and affigns, 
for ever, the fee-fimple and inherit- 
ance of the hundred of Kynward- 


fton, and certain lands and heredita- 
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ments in the parifhes of Great Bed. 


wyn and Burbage, in the county of 
Wilts; and for fetling other lands 
and hereditaments in lieu thereof to 
the fame ufes. 

An act for granting to his majefty 
a ftamp-duty on licences to be taken 
out by certain perfons uttering or 
vending medicines: and certain 
ftamp Techie on all medicines fold 
under fuch licences, or under the 
authority of his majefty’s letters 
patent. 

An act for granting to his majefty 

an additional duty upon ftage- 
coaches, and other carriages therein 
mentioned. 
* An att for taking away from the 
commiffioners of excife, in England 
and Scotland, the power of com- 
pounding with perfons making male 
not to fell, but to be confumed in 
their own private families. 

An att for repealing an a¢t, inti- 
tuled, An act tor repealing the act 
made in the laft fellion of parlia. 
ment, intituled, ** An act for veft- 
ing the fort of Senegal, and its de- 
pendencies, in the company of mer- 
chants trading to Africa;” and to 
veit as well the faid fort and its de- 
pendencies, as all other the Britifh 
forts and fettlements upon the coatt 
of Africa, lying between the port 
of Sallee and Cape Rouge, together 
with all the property, eilate, and 
effects of the company of merchants 
trading to Africa, in or upon the 
faid forts, fettlements, and their de- 
pendencies, in his majeity ; and for 
fecuring, extending, and improvin 
the trade to Africa ; and for velting 
James Fort, in the river Gambia, 
and its dependencies, and all other 
the Britith forts and fettlements be- 
tween the port of Sallee and Cape 
Rouge, in the company of mer- 
chants trading to Africa; and for 
fecuring and regulating the trade to 


rica. 
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An att for granting to his majefty 
feveral rates and duties upon wag- 
gons, wains, carts, and other fuch 
carriages, not charged with any 
duty under the management of the 
commiffioners of excife. 

An att for granting to his majefty 
a ftamp-duty on the regiltry of bu- 
rials, marriages, births, and chrift- 
cnings. 

An act for appointing and ena- 
bling commiffioners further to ex- 
amine, take, and ftate the public 
accounts of the kingdom. 

An aét to enable the adjutant- 
general of his majefty’s forces, and 
the comptrollers of army accounts, 
to fend and receive letters and pack- 
ets tree from the duty of poftage. 

An att for the more effectual pre- 
venting the illegal importation of 
foreign fpirits, and for putting a ftop 
to the private diftillation of Britifh 
made {pirituous liquors; for ex- 
plaining fuch part of the act, im- 
pofing a duty upon male fervants, 
as relates to the right of appeal from 
the juftices of the peace ; to amend 
and rectify a miftake in an act of the 
laft feflion of parliament, with re- 
fpeét,to the removal of tea from one 
part of the kingdom to other parts 
thereof ; and for preventing vexa- 
tious actions againft officers of ex- 
cife ating in purfuance of the au- 
thority given by excife ftatutes. 

An att for making compenfation 
to the proprietors of certain mef- 
fuages, lands, tenements, and he- 
reditaments, in purfuance of an act 
made in the laft feffion of parlia- 
ment, to veit certain salioaee, 
lands, tenements, and hereditaments, 
in truftees, for the better fecuring 
his majefty’s docks, fhips, and ftores, 
at Portfmouth and Chatham. 

An aé& for raifing a farther fum 
of money, by loans or exchequer 
bills, for the fervice of the year 
1783. 
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An act for the more eafy and 
fpeedy recovery of fimal! debts with. 
in the town and liberties of Shrewf. 
bury, in the county of Salop. 

An act for altering the duties and 
drawbacks, upon plain muflins, un. 
rated muflins and callicoes, and Nan- 
quin cloths, 

An att for repealing fo much of 
an act, as took off the duties pay- 
able upon the importation of that 
fpecies of blue called fmalts ; and 
for granting relief to the owners or 
proprietors of tobacco, of the 
growth of that part of Great Bri. 
tain called Scotland, which fhall not 
be worth the duties impofed thereon 
by an act of the lait feffion of par- 
liament. 

An act for the better preventing 
frauds in the landing and removing 
of wines in this kingdom ; and to 
prevent the relanding of refined fu- 
gar, entered for exportation, to ob. 
tain the drawback or bounty. 

An act for the more effectual en. 
couragement of the manufactures of 
flax and cotton in Great Britain, 

An aé& for granting to his ma. 
jefty a certain fum of money out of 
the finking fund ; and for applying 
certain monies therein mentioned for 
the fervice of the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and eighty-three ; 
and for further appropriating the 
fupplies granted in this feflion of 
parliament. 

An act for the further encourag- 
ing the growth of coffee and cocoa- 
nuts, in his majefty’s iflands and 
plantations in America. 

An act for appointing commif- 
fioners to enquire into the loffes and 
fervices of all fuch perfons who 
have fuffered in their rights, pro- 
_—_- and profeffions, during the 

ate unhappy diffenfions in Ame- 
rica, in confequence of their loy- 
alty to his majefty, and attachmeot 


to the Britifh government. ‘ 
a 
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An act for preventing the ex- 


ation of wae grain, or meal, 

nty, during the operation 

Na * affed in this prefent 

fefion of parliament, for allowing 
the importation of corn, ; 

An att for eftablifhing certain re- 

lations in the receipt of his ma- 

fty’s exchequer. — ; 

An att for granting relief to the 
United company of Merchants of 
England trading to the Eaft Indies, 
by allowing further time tor the pay- 
ment of certain fums due, and to be- 
come due to the public, and by ad- 
vancing to the faid company, on the 
termstherein mentioned,a certain fum 
of money to be raifed by loans or ex- 
chequer bills; and to enable the 
faid company to make a dividend of 
four pounds per cent. to the pro- 
prietors at Chriftmas, one thoufand 
feven hundred and eighty-three ; and 
to regulate the future payment of 
debentures of drawbacks on Eaft In- 
dia goods. 

An aét to enable his majefty to 
raife a further fum of money by 
loans or exchequer bills, to pay off 
and difcharge the debts due and ow- 
ing on the civil lift. 

An act for fettling and fecuring a 
certain annuity for the ufe of the 
right honourable fir George Au- 
guitus Elliott, knight of the moft 
honourable order of the Bath, in 
confideration of the eminent fervices 
performed by him to his majefty 
and this country. 

An ac for fettling and fecuring a 
certain annuity an George, lord 
Rodney, and the two next perfons 
to whom the barony of Rodney thall 
defcend, in confideration of the 
eminent fervices performed by the 
faid George, all Rodney, to his 
majefty and the public. 

An act for veiting certain mef- 
fuages, lands, tenements, and here- 
ditaments, in truftees, for the fur- 
sher fecuring his majefty’s docks, 
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fhips, and ftores, at Portfmouth ; 
and for the more fafe and convenient 
carrying on of his majefty’s gun- 
powder works and mills, near the 
town of Faverfham. 

An act to extend the provifions of 
an act, entituled, ** An aét to a- 
mend and make more effectual the 
laws relating to rogues, vagabonds, 
and other idle and diforderly per- 
fons, and to houfes of corre¢tion,” 
to certain cafes not therein mene 
tioned. 

An act for better paving, cleanf- 
ing, and lighting, the parith of St. 
Clement Danes, in the county of 
Middlefex, and certain. places ad- 
joining therete; and for removing 
and preventing nuitances and annoy- 
ances therein. 

An act for better paving, cleanf- 
ing, and lighting, the parith of 
Saint Martin in the Fields, with- 
in the liberty of Weftminfter, and 
certain places adjoining thereto; and 
for removing and preventing nui- 
fances and annoyances therein. 

An act for paving and regulating 
Church-lane, in and near the pa- 
rifhes of Saint Mary, Whitechapel, 
and Saint George, in the county of 
Middlefex, and feveral other ftreets, 
avenues, and places, within the 
fame parifh of Saint Mary, White- 
chapel, and preventing annoyances 
therein ; and for enabling the inha- 
bitants of the faid parifh of St. Ma- 
ry, Whitechapel, to raife money to 
defray the expences incurred in re- 
pairing the parifh church. 

An aét for making and maintain- 
ing a navigable canal from a place 
near Rider’s Green, in the county 
of Stafford, to Broadwater fire-en- 
gine, and fix collateral cuts from 
the fame, to feveral coal-mines ; and 
alfo a navigable canal from or near 
the town of Birmingham, to join 
the Coventry canal at or near Faze- 
ley, in the parith of Tamworth, in 
the faid county of Stafford, with a 

collateral 
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collateral cut to the lower part of 
the faid town of Birmingham. 

An aé& to enlarge the term and 
powers of an act, paffed in the fe- 
cond ycar of the reign of his pre- 
fent majefty, for amending, wide- 
ening, altering, and keeping in re- 
pair, the road from the fouth end 
of Sparrows Herne, on Bufhy Heath, 
through the market towns of Wat- 
ford, Bérkhamfted, Saint Peter’s, 
and Tring, in the county of Hert- 
ford, by Pettipher’s Elms, to the 
turnpike road at Walton, near Aylef- 
bury, in the county of Bucks. 

An act for continuing the term, 
and altering and enlarging the pow- 
ers of feveral acts of parliament 
therein mentioned, fo fer as the 
fame relate to the repairing and a- 
mending of the roads leading from 
Leeds, through Bradford and Hor- 
ton, and through Bawling and Wib- 
fey, to Halifax, and alfo the roads 
called Bowling-lane and Little Hor- 
ton-lane, in the Weit Riding of the 
county of York. 

An aét to enlarge the term and 
powers of two acts, for repairing the 
roads from Doncatter, through Fer- 
rybridge, to the fouth fide of Tad- 
cafter Crofs; and alfo from Ferry- 
bridge to Wetherby, and from 
thence to Boroughbridge, in the 
county of York; fo far as the fame 
relate to the road between Ferry- 
bridge and Wetherby, and from 
thence to Boroughbridge. 

An act for enlarging the term and 
powers of an act, intituled, ** An 
act for repairing and widening the 
roads from Dyed Way to Somerton, 
and from Gawbridge to Tintinhull, 
Fords, and from a ftream of water 
called Ford, to Cartgate, in Mar- 
tock, in the county of Somer- 
fet. 

An aé& for continuing and amend- 
ing two acts, for repairing and 
widening the road from Saint Dun- 


ftan’s Crofs, near the city of Can- 
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An act for continuing the term 
and altering and enlarging the pow. 
ers of — for amending, wide. 
ening, and keeping in repair, fevera 
roads leading fons Cleobury Mort 
mer, the Crofs Houfes, Glazeley 
and the turnpike gate on Abberley. 
hill, in the, counties of Salop and 
Worcefter. 

An act to enlarge the term and 
powers of an act, for repairing, 
widening, and altering the road from 
Sandon, in the county of Stafford, 
to Bullock Smithy, in the county of 
Chefter; and from Hilderftone to 
Draycott in the Moors; and from 
Wetley Rocks to Tean, in the faid 
county of Stafford. 

An act for continuing the term, 
and altering and enlarging the pow- 
ers of an act, for repairing the roads 
from Maidenhead Bridge to Read. 
terbury, to the water-fide at Whit. 
{table, in the county of Kent. 
ing, and from the faid bridge to Hen- 
ley Bridge, in the county of Berks. 

An act for continuing and en- 
larging the term and powers of an 
act, for repairing and widening the 
road from Lawton, in the county ot 
Chefter, to Burflem and Newcaitle 
under Line, in the county of Staf- 
ford, and other roads therein men- 
tioned. 

An act for enlarging the term and 
powers of an act, intituled, ** An 
act for making, widening, and re- 
pairing a road from the north-eatt 
fide of the Gofwell-ftreet road next 
Iflington, in the county of Middle- 
fex, and near to the road called the 
New Road, over the fields and 
grounds, to Old-ftreet Road, op- 
pofite to the Doghoufe Bar, and at 
and from the Doghoufe Bar to the 
end of Chifwell.ftreet, by the Artil- 
lery Ground, an. 

An att for repairing and widening 
the roads leading from Wetherby t0 
Knarefborough, in the county o 
York, he 
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aft for amending and widening 


from the paflage or ferry 
te iver hor #4 at Newnham, 
in the county of Gloucefter, through 
the parithes of Newnham and Little 
Dean, to a place called Saint White’s, 
adjoining his majefty’s foreft of 

n, in the faid county. 

‘An aét for continuing and amend- 
‘ag an act, for repairing and widen- 
ing the road leading from the town 
of Stafford, to Sandon, in the county 
of Stafford, and feveral other roads 
in the counties of Salop and Staf- 

An att for completing and ‘keep- 
ing in repair the road from the Ram 
inn, in the cown of Cirencefter, in 
the county of Gloucefter, through 
the town of Tetbury, to Oldfield, 
otherwife Woefield Corner, near the 
fixteenth mile ftone in the Bath 
road, and a road from thence through 
the parifhes of Cold Afhton and 
Swanfwick, to or near Lambridge, 
in the parith of Bath Eafton, near 
the city of Bath ; and for continu- 
ing the prefent road from the faid 
corner to or near the monument 
upon Landfown, until the intended 
road from the faid corner to or near 
— be made fit for travel- 
ing. 

An act to revive and render more 
effeftual an act, for repairing the 
toad from Markfield turnpike, in 
the county of Leicefter, over Char- 
ley, otherwife Charnwood Forett, 
through the town of Whitwick, and 
from thence through Talbot-lane, 
to where the road leading from the 
town of Loughborough to the town 
of Athby de la Zouch, in the faid 
county, comes from Ryley-lane, 
Rear to a place called Snape Gate. 

An act for enlarging the term 
and powers of an act, intituled, 
** An att for widening, repairing, 
and amending the road from Hetket, 
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by Yewes Bridge, to Cockermouth 3 
and from thence, by Lorton, over 
Whinlatter, to Kefwick, in the 
county of Cumberland; and from 
Kefwick, by Dummail Rays and 
Amblefide, to Kirby in Kendall, in 
the county of Weitmoreland; and 
from Plumbgarth’s Crofs, near Kir- 
by in Kendall aforefaid, to the lake 
called Windermere, in the county of 
Weitmoreland ; and from Kefwick 
aforefaid, to the town of Penrith, in 
the county of Cumberland. 

An att for enlarging the term and 
powers of an act, for altering, 
widening, and amending the road 
from the north gate of the city of 
Winchefter, over Worthy Cow 
Down, through Whitchurch, and 
other places, to Newtown River ; 
and alfo the road from Worthy Cow 
Down aforefaid, through Wherwell, 
to the prefent turnpike road at An- 
dover, in the county of Southamp- 
ton. 

An att for enlarging the term and 
powers of two acts, for repairing the 
road from Saint Giles’s Pound to 
Kilbourne Bridge, and for paving 
Oxford Road; and alfo of an aé, 
to enable the refpective truftees of 
the turnpike roads leading to High- 
gate Gate Houfe and Hampftead, 
and from Saint Giles’s Pound to 
Kilbourne, to make a new road from 
the great northern road at Iflington, 
to the Edgeware road near Padding- 
ton; fo far as the fame is by the 
faid act directed to be under the 
management of the truftees of the 
faid two firft mentioned acts. 

An att for continuing the term, 
and altering and enlarging the pow- 
ers of two acts, for repairing the 
highways between Sheppards Shord 
and Horfley Upright Gate, leading 
down sees A, Hill, in the county 
of Wilts, and other ruinous parts of 
the highways thereunto adjacent. 
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Franfcript 


of the Treaty between France and the United States of America, 


together with the Ratification of the fame by Congre/s. 


HE United States, affembled 
in Congrefs, to all who thall 
fee thefe prefents greeting. Whereas 
Benjamin Franklin, our minifter 
plenipotentiary, by virtue of fuil 
wers vefted in him, has made, 
with Charles Gravier de Vergennes, 
counfellor of the king in all his 
councils, commander of his orders, 
minifter and fecretary of ftate, veit- 
ed alfo with full powers by his mott 
Chrittian majefty for that purpofe, 
concluded and figned a contract 
between his faid moft Chrittian ma- 
jeity and the United States of North 
America, in the terms following : 


Contraf bereveen the Kirg and the 
Thirteen United States of North 
America, concluded by Mr. de 
Vergennes and Dr. Franklin. 

As it has pleafed the king to com- 
ply with the requeits made to him 
wm the name, and on the part of, the 
United Provinces of North America, 
by affiiting them in the war and in- 
vation under which they have yroan- 
ed during feveral vears; and his 
majcity, after having concluded a 
treaty of amity and commerce with 
the {aid contederated provinces, on 
the Oth of February, 1778, having 
had the goodnefs to fuccour them, 
pot only by his fea and land-forces, 
but alfo by means of advancing 
them money as bountifully as in its 
confequence efficacioully, at a time 
when their affairs were in a very 
critical lituation ; it has been judged 


proper and neceflary to fix the exa4 
amount of thefe advances, the con. 
ditions upon which the king has made 
them, the different periods, at which 
thecongrefs of the United States have 
agreed to pay them into his ma. 
jefty’s royal treafyry ; and finally to 
regulate this matter fo, that no dif- 
ficulties may hereafter arife to inter- 
rupt that good harmony which his 
majefty is refolved to fupport on his 
part with the United States. For 
the purpote, theretore, of accom. 
plifhing fo defireable an end, and 
with a view of firengthening thofe 
bonds of amity and commerce which 
fubfiit between his majelty and the 
United States : We Charles Gravier 
de Vergennes, &c. counfellor to the 
king and all his councils, com- 
mander of his orders, minifter and 
fecretary of ftate to his command 
and finances, vefted with full pow- 
ers by his majetty : and we Benja- 
min Franklin, minifter plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of North 
America, veited equally with full 
powers by the congrefs of the faid 
itates, after having each communi- 
cated our refpective powers, have 
agreed upon the following articles: 

Art. I. It is agreed upon and 
certified, that the fums advanced by 
his majefty to the congrefs of the 
United States, under the title of a 
loan, in the years 1778, 1779 
1780, 1781, and in the prefent yeat 
1782, amount together to the fun 


of cightcen millions of livres, of 
French 
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money, as appears by the 
eo receipts following, fign- 


{aid minifter of the con- 

4 os civen by virtue of his 
tull powers 5 namely, 

1.28 Feb. 1778 750,000 

x19 May = —_- 750,000 

zp 3 Aug. . 750,000 

















1 Nov. - 750,000 
3,000,000 
owe 

5.10 — 1779 250,000 

6.—16 - 250,000 

4 O¢ ° ad 250,000 

$.—21 Dec. > 250,0¢c ° 
1 ,OCO,000 

9.—29 Feb. 1780 750,C0O 

10.—27 May - 750,000 

livee2t June - 750,000 

jn 3 OC 1,000,000 

1327 Nov. : 750,000 
4,000,0CO 

115 Feb, 1781 750,000 

Ige—15 May - 750,0C0 

* wa Aug. - 750,0Cc0 

we 108 83 1,000,000 

18.—15 Nov. : 750,000 
4,000,000 





ig.10 April, 1782 1,500,000 





2.— 2July  - 1,500,000 
2h 5 - 3,000,000 
6,000,000 

Cupane 

Total 18,000,000 





By which receipts, the faid mini- 
fier has promifed, in the name of 
the congrefs, on the part of the 
Thirteen United States, to caufe to 
be paid and reimburfed to the king’s 
Toyal treafury, on the 1ft of Ja- 
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nuary, 1788, at the houfe of his 
principal banker at Paris, the above 
fum, with the intereft due thereon, 
at the rate of five per cent. per 
annum. 

Art. II. Upon  confideration, 
however, that the payment of fo 
tf a capital at one fipulated pe- 
riod, namely, the sft of January, 
1788, may be exceedingly inconve- 
nient to the finances of the congrefs 
of the United States, and that it 
might, perhaps, be even impracti- 
cable, it has pleafed his majeity on 
that account to releafe them trom 
the tenor of thofe receipts given by 
their minifter for the eighteen mil- 
lions of livres, Tournois, mentioned 
in the preceding article ; and he has 
confented that the reimburfement of 
the capital in yearly money to his 
royal treafury fhall be made in 
twelve equal payments, of 1,500,000 
livres each, and in twelve years, to 
begin the third year after the peace. 

Art. III Although the receipts of 
the minifter of the congrefs of the 
United States, mention, that ** the 
18,000,000 of livres above men- 
tioned, fhall be paid into the royal 
treafury with five percent. interett.” 
His majefty, defirous of giving a 
freth proof to the faid United States, 
of his friendfhip, has been pleafed 
to make them a prefent of the arrears 
of intereft to this day, and alfo to 
remit it from this time to the day of 
the date of the treaty of peace; a 
favour which the minificr of con- 
grefs acknowleges as preceenng 
purely from the king’s bounty, an 
which he accepts in the name of the 
United States with the moft pro- 
found and lively gratitude, 

Art. 1V. ‘The payment of the 
faid 18,000,000 of livres fhall be 
made in ready money to his ma- 
jefty’s Royal Treafury at Paris, in 
twelve equal payments, and at the 
period flated in the fecond article 
above 
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above. The interefton the faid fum 
at the rate of five per cent, to run 
from the date of the treaty of 
peace; the payment of it fhall be 
made at the time of each of the par 
tial reimburfements of the capital, 
and fhall diminifh in proportion in 
the reimburfements; the congrets 
are nevertheleis at liberty to frec 
themfelves from this obligation 
foener, by anticipating payments, 
in cafe the ftate of their finances 
fhould permit. 

Art. V. Although the loan of 
5,000,000 of the Dutch florins, 
ranted by the States General of the 
United Provinces of the Nether- 
lands, on the terms of the obliga- 
tion paffed on the 5th of November, 
1781, has been made in his ma- 
jetty’s name, and he has pledged 
himfelf for the payment of it; it 
is neverthelefs acknowledged by 
thefe prefents, that the faid loan 
has been made in reality on account 
of, and for the fervice of the Uni- 
ted States of North America; and 
that the capital amounting, ac- 
cording to a moderate valuation, to 
the fum of  10,000,coo livres 
Tournois, has been paid to the 
United States, agreeable to recei 
given for the enw of the faid 
fur by the underfigned miniiler of 
congrefs, on the 7th of laft June. 

Art. VI. By the faid convention 
of the gth of November, 1781, 
it has pleafed the king to promife 
and to engage himfelf to furnith 
and to pay tothe general office of 
the States General of the Nether- 
lands the capital of the faid loan, 
together with the intereit of five 
per cent. without any charge or de- 
ution whatfoever to the lenders, 
fo that the faid capital be entirely 
reiinburfed within the fpace of five 
years, the payments to be made 
at ten equal periods, the firftto be- 
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gin the fixth year after the date of 
the loan, and from that time, dur. 
ing every year till the final payment 
of the faid fum ; but itis likewife 
acknowledged by the prefent aQ@ 

that this engagement has been on. 
tered into by the king, on the en. 
treaty of the underwritten minifers 
of the United States, and upon the 
promife made by him in the name 
of the congrefs, and on the part of 
the Thirteen United States to reim- 
burfe and pay into the Royal Tres. 
fury of his majefty at Paris, the 
capital, intereit, and expences of 
the faid loan, agreeable to the con- 
ditions and terms, fixed by the con- 
vention of the sth of November, 
1781. 

Art. VII. It has been agreed 
upon and regulated in confequence, 
that the faid fur of ten millions of 
livres Tournois, making, at a mocde- 
rate eftimate, five milions of Dutch 
florins as above mentioned, fhall be 
reimburfed and paidintohis majefty’s 
royal treafury at Paris, with the in- 
tereft at five per cent. in ten equal 
payments of one millioneach, and at 
the feveral periods, the firft of which 
fhall be made on the sth of Novem- 
ber, 1787, and thus from year to year 
till the final payment of the faid fum 
of ten millions, the intereft dim- 
nifhing in proportion with the par- 
tial payments of the capital, But 
from the regard which his majeily 
bears to the United States, he has 
been pleafed to take upon him- 
felf the expence of the commifiion, 
and of banking, attending the faid 
loan, of which expence his majefty 
makes a prefent to the faid United 
States; and their underwritten m'- 
nifter accepts, with thanks, in the 
name of the congrefs, as an addi- 
tional proof of his majefty’s gene 
rofity, and of his friendfhip for the 
United States, 

Art 





If. With ref to the 
_e the faid loan, as the king 
had engaged to pay, during the 
fire years preceding the firft reim- 
burfement of the capital, four per 
cent on the whole, into the general 
office of the States General of the 
Netherlands, annually, from the 
sth of November, 1781, agree- 
able to the convention entered into 
on that day, the miniiter of con- 

s acknowledges that, the reim- 
urfements of the faid intereft is 
due to his majefty from the United 
States ; and he engages, in the name 
of the faid States, to caufe the pay- 
ment thereof to be made at the fame 
rate into the royal treafury of his 
majefty; the intereft of the firft 
to be paid on the 4th of next 
November, and fo on annually dur- 
ing to five years preceding the firft 
payment df the capital, fixed on as 
above, for the sth of November, 
1787. 
the high contraéting parties re- 
ciprocally bind themfelves to the 
fathful obfervance of this contract, 
the ratifications of which fhall be 
exchanged within the fpace nine 
months from the date hereof, if 
ble. In faithof which, we the 
aid plenipotentiaries of his moft 
Chriftian majefty, and of the Thir- 
teen United States of North Ame- 
rea, by virtue of our refpective 
powers, have figned thefe prefents, 
and have thereto put the feal of our 
arms, 
_— e Verfailles, the 16th of 
mY, 1792. 
Signed 
C.G.De Vercennes, (L. S.) 
B. Feanxuin, (L. S.) 


Be it known to all and every one, 
that we the faid United States af- 
in Congrefs, penetrated 
moft lively ideas of the 
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fembled 
With the 
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generofity and affection manifefted 
by his moft Chriftian majefty in the 
above contract, have ratified and 
confirmed it; and by thefe prefents 
we do ratify and confirm the faid 
contract, and every article and 
claufe therein, And we do by 
thefe prefents authorife our minifter 
plenipotentiary at the court of Ver- 
failles, to remit our prefent act of 
ratification, in exchange for the ra- 
tification of the faid contraé on the 
part of his moft Chriftian Majefty. 

In faith of which we have caufed 
our feal to be affixed hereunto, in 
prefence of his excellency Elias 
Bourdimot, prefident, thie 22d of 
January, in the year of grace, 1783, 
and the 7th of our fovereignty and 
independence, 





As the Preliminary Articles of Peace 
and Friendfbip betweenhis Britannic 
Mayefly and their moft Catholic and 
Chrifian Majefties, as well as thofe 
with the United States of America 
are comprized in the Definitive 
Treatics, we think it unneceffary to 
infert them; but as thofe with the 
States General of the United Pro- 
winces are not adjufted, we shall 
lay them before the Public for In- 


formation. 


Preliminary Articles of Peace be- 
teveen his Britannic Mayjefly and 
the States General of the United 
Provinces. Signed at Paris, the 
2d of September, 1733. 


In the Name of the Moft Holy 
Trinity. 


HE king of Great Britain, 

and the ftates general of the 
United Provinces, animated with 
an equal delire to put an end to the 
calamities ot war, have already au- 
thorized 
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thorized their refpective minifters 
plenipotentiary to fign mutual de- 
clarations for a fufpenfion of arms ; 
and being willing to re-eftablith 
union and good underftanding be- 
tween the two nations, as neceflary 
for the benefit of humanity in ge- 
neral, as tor that of their refpective 
dominions and fubjects, have named 
for this purpofe ; to wit, on the 
rt of his Britannic majefty, the 
moft illuftrious and excellent lord 
George duke and earl of Man- 
chefter, vifcount Mandeville, baron 
of Kimbolton, &c. his ambaflador 
extraordinary and plenipotentiary to 
his moft Chriftian majefty ; and on 
the part of their high mightinefles 
the States General, the mott excel- 
lent lords Mathew Leftevenon de 
Berkenroode, and Gerard Brantfen, 
refpectively their ambaflador, and 
ambaflador extraordinary and _pleni- 
potentiaries: who, after having 
duly communicated their full pow- 
ers in good form, have agreed upon 
the following preliminary articles, 
Art. I. As foon as the prelimi- 
narics fhall be figned and ratified, 
fincere and conftant friendfhip thall 
be re-eftablithed between his Britan- 
nic majefty, his kingdoms, domi- 
nions and fubjects, and their high 
mightineffes the States Gencral of the 
United Provinces, their dominions 
and fubjects, of what quality or 
condition foever they be, without 
exception, either of places or per- 
fons; fo that the high contra- 
ing parties fhall give the greateft 
attention to the maintaining be- 
tween themfelves and their faid do- 
minions and fubjects, this recipro- 
cal triendthip and intercourfe, with- 
out permitting hereafter, on either 
part, any kind of hoflilities to be 
committed, either by fea or by land, 
for any caufe or under any pretence 
whatfoever; and they thall cavefuily 
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avoid, for the future, every thin 
which might prejudice the union 
happily re-eftablithed, endeavour. 
ing, on the contrary, to procure 
reciprocally for each other, on every 
occafion, whatever may contribute 
to their mutual glory, interefls and 
advantages, without giving any af 
fiftance or protection, directly or in. 
directly, to thofe who would do any 
injury to either of the high con- 
tracting parties. There fhall be a 
general oblivion of every thing 
which may have been done or com. 
mitted, before or fince the com- 
mencement of the war which is 
juft ended. 

Art. 11, With refpe& to the ho- 
nours of the flag, and the falute at 
fea, by the fhips of the republic 
towards thofe of his Britannic ma- 
jefty, the fame cufiom fhall be re- 
{pectively followed, as was prace 
tifed before the commencement of 
the war which is juft concluded. 

Art, III. All the prifoners taken 
on either fide, as well by land as 
by fea, and the hoftages carried 
away or given during the war, and 
to this day, fhall be reftored, with- 
out ranfom, in fix weeks at lateit, 
to be computed from the day of 
exchange of the ratifications of 
thefe preliminary articles; each 
power refpectively difcharging the 
advances which fhall have been 
made, for the fubfiftence and mainte- 
nance of their prifoners, by the fo- 
vereign of the country where they 
fhall have been detained, according 
to the receipts, attefted accounts, 
and other authentic vouchers, which 
fhall be furnifhed on each fide ; and 
fureties fhall be reciprocally given 
for the payment of the debts which 
the prifoners may have contratted 
in the countries where they may 
have been detained until their ¢n- 
tire releafe, And all thips, as well 
men 








of war as merchant fhips, 


vkich ‘may ‘have been taken fince 


the ceflation of hoftilities 
yf fhall likewife be reftored, 
bona fide, with ail their crews and 
cangors : and the'execution of thts 
article fhall be proceeded wpon im- 
mediately after the exchange of the 
atifcations of this preliminary 
wae IV. The States General of 
the Unired Provinces cede and gua- 
raoty, in full right to his Britannic 
majety, the town of Megapar- 
nam, with the dependencies thereof ; 
bur in confideration of the impor- 
tance Which the States General of 
the United Provinces annex to the 
of the aforefaid town, the 
ing Of Great Britain, as a proof 
of his good-will towards the faid 
fates, promifes, notwithftandin 
this ceffion, to receive and treat witl 
them for the reftitution of the faid 
town, in eafe the ftates fhould here- 
after have an equivalent to offer 
to him. 

Att. V. The king of Great Britain 
fall reftore to the States General 
of the Usited Provinces, ‘Trinque- 
male, as alfo all the other towns, 
forts, harbours, and fettlements, 
which in the courfe of the prefent 
War, have been conquered, in 
any partof the world whatever, by 
the arms of his Britannic majetty, 
or by thofe of the Englifh Eaft India 
Company, and of which he might 

in poficiiion; the whole in the 
endition in which they fhiall be 
found. 

An. VI. The States General of 
the United Provinces, promife and 
engage not to obftruct the naviga- 
ton of the Britith fubjects in the 
caftern feas, 

Art. Vit. Whereas differences 

ve ariien between the Knelith 


rae Company, and the Dutch 
1783. 


the expiration of the terms agreed 
spin Be 
fea, 
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Weft-India Company, relative to 
the navigation on the coatts of 
Africa, as alfo on the fubjeét of 
Cape Apollonia; for preventing all 
caufe of ‘complaint between the 
fubjects of the two nations. upon 
thofe coafls, it is agreed that com- 
miffaries fhall te named, on each 
fide, to make fuitable arrangements 
on thefe points. 

Art. VIII. All the countrics and 
territories which may have been, 
or which may be conquered in any 
part of the world whatfoever, by 
the arms of his Britannic’ majetty, as 
well as by thofe of the Starts Genes 
ral, which are not included in the 
prefent treaty, neither under the 
head of cefions, nor under the head 
of reftitutions, fhall be reftored 
without difficulty, aad without re- 
quiring any compenfation. 

Art. IX. As itis neceflary to ap- 
poiat a certain period for the re- 
{Stutions and evacuations to be 
made, it is agreed that the king of 
Great Britain flall caufe Trinque- 
male to be evacuated, as well as 
all the towns, forts, and territories 
which have been taken by his arms, 
and of which he may be in pof- 
feilion, excepting what is ceded to 
his Britannic majefty by thofe ar- 
ticles, at the fame periods as the 
reftitutions and evacuations fhall be 
made between Great Britain and 
France. The States General fhall 
reftore atthe fame period the towns 
and territories which their arms may 
have taken from the Englith in the 
Eaft Indies. In confequence of 
which, the neceflary orders fhadl 
be fent by each of the high con- 
tracting parties, with reciprocal 
pafiports for the thips which fhall car- 
ry them, immediately after the rati- 
fication of thefe preliminary articles. 

Art. X. His Britannic majefty 
and their high mighticefies the a- 
forefaid Staces General, promife to 

(G) gbferve 
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obferve fincerely, and doa fide, all 
the articles contained and eftablifhed 
in this prefent preliminary treaty ; 
and they will not fuffer the fame to 
be infringed, directly or indirectly, 
by their refpective fubje¢ts : and the 
faid high contracting parties guaran- 
ty to each other, generally and reci- 
procally, all the tipulations of the 
prefent articles. 

Art. XI. The ratifications of the 
prefent preliminary articles, pre- 

ared in good and due form, {hall 
be exchanged in this city of Paris, 
between the high contracting par- 
ties, inthe fpace of one month, or 
fooner, if it can be done, to be 
computed from the day of the fig- 
nature of the prefent articles. 

In witnefs whereof, we the unv- 
derwritten, their ambaffadors and 
plenipotentiaries, have figned with 
our hands, in their names, and by 
virtue of our full powers, the pre- 
fent preliminary articles, and have 
caufed the feals of our arms to be 
affixed thereto. 

Done at Paris, the fecond day of 
September, one thouland feven 
hundred and cighty-three. 


Lefevenon van Be kenroode.(L.S.) 
Manchefer. (L. S.) 
Brantjen. (L. 5.) 
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T4e DEFINITIVE TREATY ef 


PEACE and FRIENDSHIP, 
betwvern bis Britaunie Maye/ty, and 
the Mof Chrifiian King. Signed 
ar Verfailies, the 3d of September, 
1783. 

As pudlifbed by Authority. 

In the Name of the Moft Holy and 
Undivided Trinity, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoft. Sobe it. 

E it known to all thofe whom 
it fhall or may concern. ‘The 
mott ferene and moitt potent prince 

George the Third, by the grace of 

God, king of Great Britain, France, 

© 
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and Ireland, duke of Brunfwick 
and Lunenburg, arch-treafurer and 
elector of the holy Roman cmpire 
&c. and the mott ferene and mot 
potent prince Lewis the dixteenth, 
y the grace ot God, moft Chriftian 

king, being equally defirous to put 
an end to the war, which for feye. 
ral years paft afflicted their refpec. 
tive dominions, accepted the offer 
which their majetties the emperor of 
the Romans, and the emprefs of 
all the Ruffias, made to them, of 
their interpofition, and of their me- 
diationg but their Britannic and 
moit Chriftian majefties, animated 
with a mutual defire of accelerating 
the re-eftablifhment of peace, com- 
municated to each other their lau- 
dable intention ; which Heaven fo 
far blefled, that they proceeded to 
lay the foundations of peace, by 
figning preliminary articles at Ver- 
fuilles, the 2oth of January in the 
prefent year, Their faid majetties 
the king of Great Britain and the 
moft Chriftian king, thinking it 
incumbent upon them to give their 
imperial majetties a fignal proot of 
gratitude for the generous offer of 
their mediation, invited them, in 
concert, to concur in the comple- 
tion of the great and falutary work 
of peace, by taking part, as medi- 
ators, in the definitive treaty to be 
concluded between their Britannic 
and moft Chriitian majetties. Their 
faid Imperial majetties having rea- 
dily accepted that invitation, they 
have named, as their reprefentatives, 
viz. his majefty the emperor of the 
Romans, the mott illuftrious and 
moft excellent lord Florimond, 
count Mercy-Argenteau, vifcoust 
of Loo, baron of Crichegnee, 
knight of the Golden Fieece, cham- 
berlain, a€tual privy counfellor of 
ftate to his imperial and royal apol 
tolic majefty, and his ambaffador ” 
his moft Chriftian maiefty ; ane her 
majefty the emprefs of all the 
i K vfhiasy 
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the moft illuftrious and 
ae cealiient lord, prince Iwan 
“ arinfkoy, pony manent man i 
forces of her Imperial majelty 
a al abe Ritfias; knight of the or- 
ders of St. Anne, and of the Swe- 
dith Sword, and her miniiter pe 
nipotentiary £0 his moit Chriitian 
majetty 5 and the: lord Arcadi de 
Marcoff, counfeltor of itate to her 
imperial majeily of all the Ruffias, 
and-her mintiter plenipontiary to his 
mot Chriftian majetty. In confe- 
quence, theirfaid majetties the king 
of Great Britain, and the moft Chrif- 
tian king, havenamed andconitituted 
for their plenipotentiaries, charged 
with the concluding and figning of 
the definitive treaty of peace, viz, 
the king ot Great Britain, the moft 
illudtrious and moft excellent lord 
George, duke and carl of Man- 
chefter, vifcount Mandeville, baron 
of Kimbolton, lord lieutenant and 
cuftos rotulorum of the county of 
Huntingdon, actual privy coun- 
fellor to his Britannic majeity, and 
his ambaflador extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary to his moft Chrif- 
tian majeity ; and the moft Chriftian 
king, the moft illuftrious and moft 
excellent lord Charles Gravier, 
count de Vergennes, baron of Wel- 
ferding, &c. the king’s counfellor 
in all his councils, commander in 
his orders, prefident of the royal 
council of finances, counfellor of 
ftate military, minifter and fecre- 
of itate, and of his commands 
finances: who, after having 
exchanged their refpective full pow- 
ers, have agreed upon the follow- 
ing articles, 
Art. I, There thall be a Chriftian, 
univerfal, and perpetual peace, as 
well by fea as by land, and a fincere 
and conftant friendfhip fhall be re- 
eiablithed between their Britannic 
and moft Chriftian majefties, and 
etween their heirs and fucceflors, 
ngdoms, dominions, provinces, 
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countries, fubjects and vaffals, of 
what quality or condition whats 
foever they be, without exception 
either of places or perfons ; fo thar 
the high contracting parties fhall 
give the greateft attention to the 
Maivtaining beween  theinfelves; 
and their taid dominions and fub- 
jeéts, this reciprocal friendthip and 
intercourfe, without — permitting 
hereafter, on either part, any kind 
of hoftilities to be committed, ei- 
ther by fea'or by land, for any 
caufe, or under any pretence what- 
foever: and they fhall carefully 
avoid, for the future, every thing 
which might Sree the union 
happily re-ettablifhed, endeavour- 
ing, on the contrary, to procure 
reciprocally tor each other, on every 
ocealion, whatever miay contribute 
to their mutual glory, interefts, and 
advantage, without giving any af- 
fiftance or protection, directly or in- 
directly, to thofe who would do any 
injury to either of the high coné 
tracting parties. There fhall be a 
alent oblivion and amnefty ot 
every thing which may have been 
done of committed, betore or fince 
the commencement of the war which 
is juft ended. 

Art. II, The treaties of Wett- 
phalia of 1648; the treaties of 
peace of Nimeguen of 1678, and 
1679 ; of Ryfwick of 1697 ; thofe 
of peace and of commerce of U- 
trecht of 1713; that of Baden of 
1714; thatof the triple alliance of 
the Hague of 1717; that of the 
quadruple alliance of London of 
1718; the treaty of peace of Vi- 
enna of 1738; the definitive treaty 
of Aix la Chapelle of 1748; and 
that of Paris of 1763, fetve as a 
bafis and foundation to the peace, 
and to the prefent treaty; and for 
this purpofe they were all renewed 
and confirmed in the beit form, as 
well as all the treaties in general 
Which fubfifted between the high 
(GC 2) 60a- 














































(10) ro. ses & 
contrafimg parties before the war, 
as if they were herein inferted word 
or word; and fo they are to be 
exadily obferved for the future in 
their full tenor, and reiigioully exe- 
cuted by both parties, in all the 
points which thall not be derogated 
trom by the prefent treaty of peace. 

Art. ILI. All the prifoncrs taken 
on either fide, as well by land asby 
tea, and the hoflages catried away 
or given during the war, aod to this 
day, thall be rettored, without ran- 
fom, in fix wecks at dateit, to be 
computed from the day of the ex- 
change of the ratifications of the 
prefeat treaty; each crown refpec- 
tively difcharging the advances which 
thall have been made, tor the fub- 
fuiance and maintainance of their 
prifoners, by the fovereign of the 
country where they fhall have been 
detained, according to the receipts 
and attefted accounts, and other au- 
thentic vouchers, which fhall be 
furnifhed on each fide : and furetics 
fhall be reciprocaily given tor the 
payment of the debts which the pri- 
foners may have contracted in the 
countries where they may have been 
detained unul their cnure releafe. 
And all thips, as well men of war 
as merchant fhips, which may have 


been taken fince the expiration of 


the terms agreed upon for the cefla- 
tion ot hoitilities by fea, thall like- 
wile be reftored dexa fie, with all 
their crews and cargoes. And the 
execution of this acticle thall be 
proceeded upon iunmediately atter 
the exchange of the ratifications of 
this treaty. 

Art. 1V. His majefty the king of 
Groat Britain ts maintained in his 
rrzht to the ifland ot Newtound- 
land, and to the adjacent iflands, as 
the whole were afiured to him by 
the thirteenth article of the treaty 
of Lereche . excepting *the itlands ot 
St. Pierre and Migvclen, which are 
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ceded in full sight by the prefent 
treaty to his mott Chriftian ma. 
jeity. 

Art. V. His majefty the mog 
Chrittian king, io order.to prevent 
the quarrels which have hither 
arifen between the two nations of 
England and France, confents to 
renounce the right of fishing, which 
belongs to him in virtue of the 
aforefaid, article of the treaty of 
Utrecht, from Cape Bonavitta to 
Cape St. John, fituated on the eait. 
ern coaft ot Newfoundland, in fiity 
degrees north latitude ; and his ma- 
jetty the king of Great Britain con- 
tents on his part, that the tifhery af 
figned to the tubjects of his mot 
Chrittian majeity, beginning at the 
fad Cape St. John, -pailing to the 
north, and defcending by the weittern 
coatt ot the ifland of Newtoundland, 
thal! extend to the place called Cape 
Raye, fituated in forty-feven de- 
grees, fitty minutes laritude. The 
French fithermen fhall enjoy the 
fifhery which is afligned to them by 
the prefent article, as they had the 
right to enjoy that which was affign- 
ed. to them by the treaty ot Utrecht. 

Art. VI. With regard to the 
fithery in the gult of St. Laurence, 
the French fhall continue to exeretle 
it conformably to. the fifth article of 
the treaty of Paris. 

Art. VII. The king of Great 
Britain reftores to France the land 
of St. Lucia, in the condition it was 
in when it was conquered by the 
Britifh arms : and his Britannic ma- 
jetty cedes and guaranties to his mott 
Chriftian majetty the itland of To- 
bago. The Protettant inhabitants 
of the faid ifland, as well as thote 
ot the fame religion, who flail have 
fettled at St. Lucia, whiltt that ifland 
was occupied by the Brith arms, 
fhall not be molefted in the ¢x- 
ercife of their worfhip: and the 


Brith inhabitants, or otbers wae 
lier 











may have been fabjedts of - king 
of Great Britain in the aforefai 

iflands, fhall retain their poffeffions 
upon the fame titles and conditions 
by which they have acquired thein ; 
or elie they may retire in full fecu- 
rity and liberty, where they fhall 
think fit, and fhall have the power 
of felling their eftates, provided it 
be to fubjects of his moft. Chrifian 
majely, and of removing their ef- 
fects, as well as their perfons, with- 
out being reftrained in their emigra- 
fion, under any pretence whatfo- 
ever, except on account of debts, 
or of criminal profecutions. The 
term limited for this emizration 1s 
fixed to the fpace of cighteen 
months, to be computed trom the 
day of the exchange of the ratifi- 
cations of the prefent treaty. And 
for the better fecuring the poffeffions 
of the inhabitants of the arorefaid 
iland of ‘Tobavo, the moft Chrif- 
tian king fhall iffue letters patent, 
containing an abolition of the droit 
d’aubaine in the faid ifland. 

Art. VIII. The moft Chriftian 
king reftores to Great Britain the 
iflands of Grenada, and the Grena- 
dines, St. Vincent’s, Dominica, Sr. 
Chriftopher’s, Nevis, and Mont- 
ferrat; and the fortreffes of thefe 
lands fhall be delivered up in the 
condition they were in when the 
conquett of them was made The 
fane itipulations inferted in the pre- 
ceding article fhall take place in fa- 
-Vour of the French fubjects, with 
refpect to the iflands enumerated in 
the prefent article. 

Art, IX. The king of Great Bri- 
tain cedes, in full right, and gua- 
ranties to his moft Chriftian ma- 
jelty, the river Senegal, and its de- 
Pendencies, with the forts of St. 
Louis, Podor, Galam, Arguin, and 
Portendic ; and bis Britannic ma- 
jeity reilores to France the ifland of 
Goree, which fhall be delivered up 
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in the condition it was ia when the 
conqueft of it was made, 

Are. X. The moft Chriftian king, 
on his part, guaranties to the king 
of Great Britain the poffefiion of 
Fort James, and of the river Gam- 
bia. 

Art. XI. For preventing all dif- 
cuffion i that part ot the world, 
the two high contra@ing parties 
fall, within three months after the 
exchange of the ratifications of the 
prefent treaty, name commiflaries, 
who fhall be charged with the fem 
Wag and fixing of the boundaries of 
the refpective poffeffions. Asto the 
gum trade, the Englith hall have 
the liberty of carrying it on, from 
the mouth of the river St. John, to 
the bay and tort of Portendic inclu- 
fively, Provided that they thall not 
ferm any permanent fettlement, of 
what nature foever, in the fiid ri- 
ver St. John, upon the coatt, or iq 
the bay ot Portendic. 

Art. XII. As to the refidue of 
the coaft of Africa, the Englifh and 
French fubjects fhall continue to re- 
fort thereto, according to the ufage 
which has hitherto prevailed. 

Art. XIII. The king of Great 
Britain reftores to his moft Chrif. 
tian majefty all the fertlements which 
belonged to him at the beginning of 
the prefent war, upon the coatt of 
Orixa, and in Bengal, with liberty 
to furround Chandernagore with a 
ditch for carrying off the waters: 
and his Britannic majeity engages 
to take fuch meafures as fhall be in 
his power for fecuring tothe fub- 

jects of France in that part of India, 
as wellas on the coaft of Orixa, 
Coromandel, and Malabar, a fafe, 
tree, and independent trade, fuch 
as was carried on by the French 
Fatt India Company, whether they 
exercife it individually, or united 
in a company. 

Art. XIV. Poseisherry thall be 
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in like manner delivered up and gua- 
rantied to France, as alfo Karikal: 
and his Britannic majeity fhall fe- 
cure, for an additional dependency 
to Pondicherry, the two diftricts of 
Velanour and Bahour; and to Ka- 
rikal, the Four Magans bordering 
thereupon, 

Art. XV. France fhall re-enter 
into the poffeffion of Mahe, as well 
as of its factory at Surat ; and the 
French fhall carry on their trade, on 
this part of India, conformably to 
the principles eftablifhed in the thir- 
teenth article of this treaty. 

Art. XVI. Orders having been 
fent to India by the high contract- 
ing parties, in purfuance of the fix- 
teenth article of the preliminaries, 
it is further agreed, that if, within 
the term of four months, the ref- 
pective allies of their Britannic and 
moft Chriftian majefties fhall not 
have acceded to the prefent pacifica- 
tion, or concluded a feparate ac- 
comimodation, their faid majefties 
fhall not give them any affiitance, 
direftly or indirectly, againit the 
Britifh or French pofleffions, or a- 
gainft the ancient poffeffions of their 
refpective allies, fuch as they were 
in the year 1770. 

Art. XVII. ‘The king of Great 
Britain, being defirous to give to his 
moft Chriflian majetty a fincere 
proof of reconciliation and friend- 
flip, and to contribute to rendet 
folid the peace re-eftablifhed be- 
tween their faid majeltics, confents 
to the abrogation and fuppreffion of 
all the articles relative to Dunkirk, 
trom the treaty of peace concluded 
at Utrecht in 1713, Inclulive, to 
this day. 

Art. XVII. Immediately after 
the exchange of the ratifieations, the 
two high contracting parties fhall 
name commiffaries to treat con- 
cerning new arrangements of com- 
merce between the two nations, on 
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the bafis of reciprocity and mutual 
convenience ;, Which arrangements 
fhall be fettled and concluded withiy 
the {pace of two years, to be com. 
puted from the firit of January, ip 
the year 1784. 

Art. XIX. All the countries and 
territories which may have been, or 
which may be conquered ia any 
part of the world whatfoever, by 
the arms of his Britannic majetty, 
as well as by thofe of his moft Chnf- 
tian majefty, which are not included 
in the prefent treaty, neither under 
the head of ceffions, nor under the 
head of reftitutions, fhall be refor- 
ed without difficulty, and without 
requiring any compenfation, 

Art. XX. As it is neceffary to ap- 
point a certain period for the refli- 
tutions and evacuations to be made 
by each of the high contracting 
parties, it is agreed that the king ot 
Great Britain fhall caufe to be eva- 
cuated the ilands of st. Pierre and 
Miquelon, three months after the 
‘atification of the prefent treaty, or 
fooner, if it can be done; St. Lu- 
cia, {oné of the Charibee iflands,) 
and Goree in Africa, three months 
after the ratification of the prefent 
treaty, or fooner, it it can be done, 
The king ot Great Britain fhall in 
like manner, at the end of three 
months after the ratification of the 
pre fent treaty, or fooner, if it can 
be done, enter again into the pol- 
feffion of the iflands ot Grenada, 
the Grenadines, St. Vincent’s, Do- 
ininica, St. Chriftopher’s, Nevis, 
and Montlerrat. France fhall be 
put in potlefiion of the towns and 
tactorics which are reftored to her 
in the Eatt Indics, and of the ter- 
ritories which are procured for her, 
to ferve as additional dependencies 
to Pondicherry, and to Karikal, 1x 
months after the ratification of the 
prefent treaty, or fooncr, it it can 
be done. France fhall deliver 5 
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at the end of the like term of fix 
months, the towns and territories 
which her arms may have taken 
from the Englifh, or their allies, 
in the Eaft Indies. In confequence 
whereof, the neceflary orders fhall 
be fent by cach of the high con- 
trating parties, with reciprocal 
pafiports for the fhips which fhall 
carry them, immediately after the 
cstibcation of the prefent treaty. 

Art. XXI. The decifion of the 

‘zes and feizures made prior to the 
Ptilities (hall be referred to the re- 
fective courts of juftice; fo that 
Pe elty of the faid prizes and 
feizures fhall be decided according 
to the law of nations, and to trea- 
ties, in the courts of juftice of the 
nation which fhall have made the 
capture, or ordered the feizures. 

Art. XXII. For preventing the 
revival of the law-fuits which have 
been ended in the iflands conquered 
by either of the high contracting 
parties, itis agreed that the judg- 
ments pronounced in the laft refort, 
and which have acquired the force 
of matters determined, fhall be 
confirmed and executed according to 
their form and tenor. 

Art. XXIII. Their Britannic and 
moft Chriitian majeities promife to 
obferve fincerelv, and bona fide, all 
the articles contained and eftablifhed 
in the prefent treaty ; and they will 
not fuffer the fame to be intringed, 
directly or indirectly, by their re- 
fpective fubjects : and the faid high 
contracting parties guaranty to cach 
other, generally and reciprocally, 


all the ftipulations of the prefent 
treaty, 


Art. XXIV. The folemn ratifi- 
cations of the prefent treaty, pre- 
pared in good and due form, fhall 
be exchanged in this city of Ver- 
failles, between the high contract- 
ing Parties, in the {pace of a month, 
@ tooner if poflible, to be comput- 
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ed from the day of the fignature of 
the prefent treaty. 

In witnefs whereof, we the un- 
der-written ambafflador extraordi- 
nary, and minitters plenipotentiary, 
have figned with our hands, in their 
names, and in virtue of our refpec- 
tive full powers, the prefent detini- 
tive treaty, and have caufed the feals 
of our arms to be affixed thereto, 

Done at Veriailles, the third day 

of September, one thoufand 
feven hundred and eighty- 
three. 


Gravier de Vergennes. (L. S.) 


‘Maachefter. (L. S.) 
SEPARATE ARTICLES, 


Art. I. Some of the titles madg 
ufe of by the contracting parties, 
whether in the full powers, and 
other inftruments, during the courfe 
of the negociation, or in the pre- 
amble of the prefent treaty, not 
being generally acknowledged, it 
has been agreed that no prejudice 
fhould ever refult therefrom to ci- 
ther of the faid contracting partics ; 
and that the titles taken or omitted, 
on either fide, upon occafion of the 
faid negotiation, and of the prefent 
treaty, fhall not be cited, or quoted 
as a precedent. 

Art. II. It has been agreed and 
determined, that the French lan- 
guage, made ufe of in all the co- 
pies of the prefent treaty, fhall not 
form an example which may be al- 
ledged, or quoted as a precedent, 
or, 1n any manner, prejudice either 
of the contracting powers; and that 
they fhall conform, for the future, 
to what has been obferved, and 
ought to be obferved, with regard 
to, and on the part of powers, wha 
are in the practice and poffeffion of 
giving and receiving copies of like 
treaties in a different language from 
the French ; the prefent treaty hav- 
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ing, neverthelefs, the fame force 
and virtue as if the aforefaid prac- 
tice had been therein obferved. 

In witnefs whereof, we the un- 
der-written ambafflador extraordi- 
nary, and minifters plenipotentiary 
of their Britannic and moft Chril- 
tian majefties, have figned the pre- 
fent feparate articles, and have 
caufed the feals of our arms to be 
affixed thereto. 

Done at Verfailles, the third of 

September, one thoufand feven 
hundred and eighty-three. 


(L S.) 
(L.S.) 


Gravier de Vergennes. 


Manchefer. 
DECLARATION. 


THE king having entirely agreed 
With his moft Chriftian majefty up- 
on the articles of the definitive 
treaty, will feck every means which 
fhall not only enfure the execution 
thereof, with his accuflomed good 
faith and punctuality, but will be- 
fides give, on his part, all poffible 
efficacy tothe principles which hall 
prevent even the Icait ¢oundation of 
difpute for the future. 

To this end, and in order that 
the fifhermea of the two nations 
may not give caufe for daily quar- 
rels, his Beitatiaic majefty will take 
the moft potitive meafures for pre- 
venting his fubjects from interrupt- 
ing, In any manacr, by their com- 
petition, the fithety of the French, 
during the temporary exercile of it 
which is granted to them, upon the 
coaiis of the ifand of Newtound- 
land; and he will, for this purpofe, 
caule the fixed fettlements, which 
fiiatl be formed there, to be remov- 
ei. His Britannic majetty will give 
orders, that the French fifhermen 
be not incommoded, in cutting the 


word necelfary for the repal of 
ther featfolds, huts, and fifins 


veficis, 





P.U.-8,L.L 
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The thirteenth article of the tre. 
ty of Utrecht, and the method of 
carrying on the fifhery which has at 
all times b@en acknowled red, fha]] 
be the plan upon which the fifhery 
fall be carried on there; it fhaij 
not be deviated from by either par. 
ty; the French fihermen buildin 
only their fcaffolds, confining them- 
felves to the repair of. their fithin 
veficls, and not wintering there; 
the fubjects of his Britannic ma. 
jetty, on thetr part, not molettin; 
in any manner, the French fifher. 
men, during their fifhing, nor in- 
juring their feaffelds during their 
abfence. 

The king of Great Britain, in 
ceding the iflands of St. Picrre and 
Miquelon to France, regards them 
as ceded for the purpofe of fervin 
as a real fhelter to the French fifth. 
ermen, and in full confidence that 
thefe poffeflions will not become an 
object of jealoufy between the twa 
nations; and that the fithery be- 
tween the faid iflands, and that of 
Newfoundland, thall be limited to 
the middle of the channel. 

With regard to India, Great Bri- 
tain having granted to France every 
thing.that can afcertain and confirm 
the trade which the latter requires 
to carry on there, his majetly relies 
with confidence on the repeated al- 
furances of the court of Verfailles, 
that the power of furrounding Chan- 
dernagore with a ditch for carrying 
off the waters, fhall not be cxer- 
cifed in fuch a manner as to make 
it become an object of umbrice. 

The new ftate in whieh commerce 
may perhaps be found, m all parts 
of the world, will demand revinions 
and explanations of the fubfi ting 
treaties; but an entire abrogation 
of thofe treaties, in whatever period 
it might be, would throw comureree 
roto fuch contufion as would be el 
tigtinite prejudice to is, 

A 








fome of the treaties of this 


, rag there are not only articles which 


relate merely to Commerce, | but 
others which enfure recipro- 
cally, to the re{pective fubjects, 
iwileges, faciliues for conductin 
their aflairs, perfonal protections, 
and other advantages, which are 
not, and which ought not to be of 
a changeable nature, fuch as the re- 
lations relating merely to the va- 
ue of goods and merchandife, va- 
riable trom circumilances of every 
a: 8 therefore the ftate of the 
trade between the two nations fhall 
be treated upon, it is requilite to 
be underftood, that the alterations 
which may be made in the fubfitt- 
ing treaties are to extend only to 
arrangements merely commercial ; 
and that the privileges and advan- 
tages, mutual and particular, be 
not only preferved on each fide, but 
even augmented, if it can be done. 

Io this view, his majefty has con- 
fented to the appointment of com- 
mifaries, on cach fide, who fhall 
weat folely upon this object. 

In witnefs whereof, we his Bri- 
tannic majefty’s ambaflador extra- 
ordinary and miniffer plenipoten- 
tiary, being thereto duly authoriz- 
ed, have figned the prefent decla- 
ration, and caufed the feal of our 
arms to be fet thereto, 

Given at Verfailles, the third of 

September, one thoufand feven 
bundred and eighty-three. 


Manchefier, (LL. §S.) 
COUNTER. DECLARATION. 


THE principles which have guid- 


ed the king, in the whole courte of 
the negotiations which preceded the 
te-eftabliihment of peace, mutt have 
convinced the king of Great Bri- 
tain, that his majeity has had no 
ether cefign than tg render it fold 
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and lafting, by preventing, as much 
as poflible, in the four quarters of 
the world, every fubjcct of dif. 
cuffion anf quarrel. The king of 
Great Britain undoubtedly places 
too much confidence in the upe 
rightnefs of his majetty’s intentions, 
not to rely upon his conftant arten-' 
tion to prevent the iflands of Se. 
Pierre and Miquelon from becom- 
mg an object of jealoufy between 
the two nations. | 

As to the fifhery on the coatts of 
Newfoundland, which has teen the 
object of the new arrangements 
fettled by the two fovereigns upon 
this matter, it is fufficiently afcer- 
tained by the fifth article of the 
treaty of peace figned this day, and 
by the declaration likewife delivered 
to-day, by his Britannic majetty’s 
ambaflador extraordinary and ple- 
nipotentiary; and his majefty de- 
clares, that he is fully fausfied on 
this head. 

In regard to the fifhery between 
the iflund of Newfoundland, and 
thofe of St. Pierre and Miquclon, 
it is not to be carried on, by either 
party, but to the middle of the 
channel; and his majefty will gite 
the moft pofitive orders, that the 
French fifhermen fhall not go be- 
yond this line. His majefty is firm- 
ly perfuaded that the king of Great 
Britain will give like orders to the 
Englifh fithermen. 

The king’s defire to maintain the 
peace comprehends India as well as ° 
the other parts of the world; his 
Britannic majefty may therefore be 
affured, that his majefty will never 
permit that an object fo inotlenfive, 
and fo harmlefs, as the ditch, with 
which Chandernagore is to be furs 
rounded, fhould give any umbruge 
to the court of London. 

The king, in propofing new 
rangements of commerce, had no- 
other defign than to remedy, by the 
rules 


are 
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rules of reciprocity and mutual con- 
venience, whatever may be defec- 
tive in the treaty of commerce fign- 
ed at Utrecht, in one thoufand fe- 
ven hundred and thirteen. The 
king of Great Britain may judge 
from thence, that his majetly’s in- 
tention is not in any wife to cancel 
ali the ftipulations in the above- 
mentioned treaty; he declares, on 
the contrary, from henceforth, that 
he is difpofed to maintain all the pri- 
vileges, facilitics and advantages 
expreffed in that treaty, as far as 
they fhall be reciprocal, or com- 
penfated by equivalent advantages. 
Ie is to attain this end, defired on 
each fide, that commiffaries are to 
be appointed to treat upon the ftate 
of the trade between the two nati- 
ons, and that a confiderable {pace 
of time is to be allowed for com- 
plearing their work. His majefty 
opes that this object will be pur- 
fued with the fame good faith, and 
the fame fpirit of conciliation, whieh 
prefided over the difcuflion of all 
the other points comprifed in the 
definitive treaty ; and his faid ma- 
jetty is firmly perfuaded, that the 
re{pective commiffaries will employ 
the utmoit diligence for the com- 
pletion of this important work, 

In witnels whereof, we the un- 
derwritten minifer plenipotentiary 
ot his mort Chriltian majefty, be- 
ing thereto duly authorized, have 
fiened the prefent counter-deelara- 


tion, and have caufed the feal of 


eur arms to be fixed thereto. 


at Verfailles, the third 
thoufand 
and eighty- 


Given 
of September, 
feven hundred 
three. 


Gravier ihe , ( "orn "Se (L. S.) 


one 


WE, ambaffidor plenipotentiary 
. , . . 
@: his linperial and reval apoitolie 
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majefty, having acted as mediator 
in the work of pacification, declare 
that the treaty of peace figned this 
day at Verfailles, between his Bri. 
tannic majelly and his moft Chriftian 
majefty, with the two feparate art}. 
cles thereto annexed, and of which 
they form a part, as alfo with all 
the claufes, conditions and flipula- 
tions which are therein contained, 
was concluded by the mediation of 
his imperal and royal apoftolic ma. 
jefty. In witnefs whereof, we have 
figned thefe prefents with our hand, 
and have caufed the feal of our 
arms to be affixed thereto. 


Done at Verfailles, the third of 
September, one thoufand feven 
+ hundred and eighty-three. 


Le Compte de Mercy Argenteau. (LS) 


WE, minifters plenipotentiary of 
her Imperial majeity of all the 
Ruffias, having acted as mediators 
in the work of pacification, de- 
clare that the treaty of peace, figned 
this day at Verfailles, between his 
Britannic majefty, and his mott 
Chrittian majeity, with the two fe- 
parate articles thereto annexed, and 
of which they form a part, as alfo 
with all the claufes, conditions and 
Ripulations which are therein con- 
tained, was concluded by the medi- 
ation of her Imperial majefty ot all 
the Ruffias. In witnefs whereof, 
we have figned thetfe prefents with 
our hands, and have caufed the 
feals of our arms to be affixed 
thereto. 


Done at Verfailles, the third of 
September, one thoufand fever 
hundred and cighty-three. 


P; ince devan Dar iatinofkoy. (L.S.) 
A. Ala cof. (L.S.) 
Y oe 
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ITIVE TREATY of 
shda and FRIENDSHIP 
betsveen bis Britannic Mayjeft Vy and 
the King of Spain. Signed at Ver- 
failles the 3d day of September, 

_ 1783. 

As publifbed by Authority. 

In the Name of the Mott Holy 
and undivided Trinity, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoft. So be 
it, 

E it known to all thofe whom 
it fhall or may in any manner 
concern. The moft ferenc and mott 
potent prince George the Third, by 
the grace of God, king of Great 

Britain, France and Ireland, duke 

of Brunfwick and Lunenbourg, 

arch-treafurer and elector of the 
holy Roman empire, &c. and the 
mott ferene and mott potent prince 

Charles the Third, by the grace of 

God, king of Spain, and of the 

Indies, &c. being equally defirous 

to put anend to the war, which 

for feveral years paft afflicted their 
refpective dominions, accepted the 
offer which their majetties the em- 
peror of the Romans, and the em- 
prefs of all the Ruilias, made to 
them, of their interpofition, and 
of their mediation: but their Bri- 
tannic and Catholic majetlies, ani- 
mated with a mutual defire of ac- 
celerating the re-eftablifhment of 
peace, communicated to each other 
their laudable intention; which 
Heaven fo far blefled, that they 
proceeded to lay the foundations of 
peace, by 'figning preliminary arti- 
eles at Verfailles, the 20th of Ja- 
nuary in the prefent year. ‘Their 
faid majefties the king of Great 
Britain, and the Catholic king, 
thinking it incumbent upon them to 
give their imperial majetties a fignal 
proof of their gratitude for the ge- 
nerous offer of their mediation, in- 
vited them, in concert, to concur 
inthe completion of the great and 
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falutary work of peace, by taking 
part, as mediators, in the define 


tive treaty to be concluded between 


their Britannic and Catholic ma- 
jeflies. Their faid imperial majefties 
aving readily accepted that invi- 
tation, they have named, as their 
reprefentatives, viz. his majetly 
the emperor of .the Romans, the 
moft illuftrious and molt excellent 
lord Florimond, count Mercy-Ar- 
gentau, vifcount of Loo, baron of 
Crichegnée, knight of the Golden 
Fleece, chamberlain, aétual privy 
councellor of ftate to his Imperial 
and royal apoftolic majefty, and his 
ambaflador to his. moft Chriftian 
majeiiy ; and her majeity the em- 
prefs of all the Ruflias, the moft il- 
luftrious and moft excellent lord, 
prince Iwan Bariatinfkoy, lieute- 
nant-gencral of the forces of her 
Imperial majefty of all the Ruffias, 
knight of the orders of St. Anne 
and of the Swedith Sword, and 
her minifter plenipotentiary to his 
moft Chriftian majefly, and the 
lord Arcadi de Marcoff, counfel- 
lor of ftate to her Imperial ma- 
jetty of all the Ruffias, and her 
minifter plenipotentiary to his mott 
Chriftian majeily. In confequence, 
their faid miayjefties the king of 
Great Britain, and the moft Chrif- 
tian king, have named and confti- 
tuted tor their plenipotentiaries, 
charged with the concluding and 
figning of the definitive treaty of 
peace, viz. the king of Great Bri- 
tain, the [moft illuftrious and moft 
excellent lord George, duke and 
earl of Manchefter, vifcount Man- 
deville, baron of Kimbolton, lord 
lieutenant and cuftos rotulorum of 
the county of Huntingdon, actual 
privy counfellor to his Britannic 
majefty, and his ambaffador extra- 
ordinary and plenipotentiary to his 
moft Chriftian majefty ; and the 
Catholic king, the moft illuftrious 
and moft excellent lord Peter Paul 
Abarca 
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Abarca de Bolea Ximenes d’Urrea, 
&c. count of Aranda and Caftel 
Florido, ‘marquis of Torres, of 
Villanan and Rupit, vifcount of 
Rueda and Yoch, baron of the Ba- 
rovies of Gavin, Sietamo, Clamofa, 
Eripol Trazmoz, La Mata de Caf- 
til-Viejo, Antillon La Almolda, 
Cortés, Jorva, Sr. Genis, Rabo- 
villet, Arcau, and Ste. Colome de 
Farnés, lord of the Tenance and 
honour of Alcalatém, the valley of 
Rodella, the caftles and towns of 
Maclla, Mefones, ‘Tiurana, and 
Villa Plana, Yaradel and Viladrau, 
&c. Rico-Hombre in Arragon by 
defcent, grandee of Spain of the 
firft clafs, knight of the order of the 
Golden Fleece, and of that of the 
Holy Ghoft, gentleman of the 
king’s chamber in employment, 
captain gencral of his forces, and 
his ainbaffador to the moft Chriftian 
king ; who, after having exchanged 
their refpective full powers, have 
agreed upon the following articles. 
Art. }. There thall be a Chiiftian, 
univerfal and perpetual peace, as 
well by fea as by land, anda fin- 
cere and conftant friendfhip fhall be 
re-eftablilhed, between their Bri- 
tannic and Catholic majelties, and 
between their heirs and fucceffors, 
kingdoms, dominions, provinces, 
countries, fubjects, and vaffals, of 
what quality or condition foever 
they be, without exception either 
of places or perfons; fo that the 
high contraéting parties thall give 
the greatett attention to th® main- 
taining between themfelves, and 
their faid dominions and fubjects, 
that reciprocal friendfhip and in- 
tercourfe, without permitting heres 
after, oneither part, any kind of 
hottilites to be commutted, either 
by fea or by land, for any caufe or 
under any pretence whatfoever: and 
they thall carefully avoid, for the 
future, every thing which might 
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prejudice the union happily re.ef. 
tablifhed, and endeavouring, on 
the contrary, to procure recipro. 
cally for each other, on every oc. 
cation, whatever may contribute to 
their mutual glory, interefts, and 
advantage, without giving any af. 
fiftance or protection, directly or 
indirectly, to thofe who would @o 
any injury to either of the high con- 
tracting parties. There fhall bea 
general oblivion and and amnefty 
of every thing which may havebeen 
done or committed, before or fince 
the commencement of the war which 
is juft ended. 

Art. If. The treaties of Weft 
phalia of 1648; thofe of Madrid 
of 1667, and of 1670; thofe of 
peaee and ef commerce of Utrecht 
of 1713; that of Baden of 1714; 
of Madrid of 1715; of Seville of 
17293 the definitive treaty of Aix. 
la-Chapelle of 1748; the treaty of 
Madrid of 1750; and the definitive 
treaty of Paris of 1763, ferve as a 
bafis and foundation to the peace, 
and to the prefent treaty; and for 
this purpefe they are all renewed 
and confirmed in the beft form, as 
well as all the treatics in general 
which fubfifted between the high 
contradting parties before the war, 
and particularly all thofe which are 
{pecified and renewed in the afore 
faid definitive treaty of Paris, in the 
beft form, and as if they were here- 
in inferted word for word: fo that 
they are to be exactly obferved for 
the future in their full tenos, aad 
religioufly executed, by both par- 
ties, in ali. the points which fhadl 
not be derogated from by the pre- 
{ent treaty of peace. 

Art. I[f. All the prifoners takea 
on cither fide, as well by land as 
by fea, and the hoftages carried 
away or given, during the war, anc 
to this day, fall be reftored, with: 
gut ranfom, in tix weeks at latelt, ta 


e 
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) i from..the day of the . 
becomes the prefent: treaty; 
exch crown spipediively, difcharging 
the advances wijich fhall have been 
made for the fubfiftence and mainte- 
nance of their prifoners, by. the fove- 
in of the country where they 
a been detained, accord- 
ing to the receipts, attefted ac- 
counts, and. other authcnuc youch- 
eft, which thal be furgifhed on 
each fide: and furcties fall be re- 
ciprocally given for the payment of 
the debts which the prfoners may 
have contraéted in the countries 
where they may have bern detained, 
yotil their-enure releafe,,, And all 
thips, as well men of war a3 mer- 
chant fhips, which may have been 
taken. finge, the expiration of the 
terms agreed upon tor the ceifaugn 
of hoftilities by fea, fhall hkewife 
be reftored, dona fidey with all their 
cftws and. cargoes. And the exe- 
cution of this article fhall be pro- 
cetded upon immediately atrer, the 
exchange of the ratifications of this 


wie IV. The king of Great 
Britain cedes, in fall right: to “his 
Catholic majeity, the ifland of Mi- 
norca. Provided that the fame fti- 
pulations inferted in the following 
article (hall take place in favour of 
the Briuth fubjects, with regard to 
the above-mentioned ifland, 

Art. V. His Britannic majefty 
likewife cedes and guurantees, an 
full right to his Catholic majelly, 
Eait Florida as alfo Weit Florida. 
His Catholic majefly agrees that 
the Britith inhabitants, or others 
who may have been fubjeéts of the 
king ot Great Britain in the faid 
countries, may retire in full fecu- 
rity and liberty, where they fhall 
think proper, and may fell their 
elutes, and reinove their effects, as 
well as their fons, without be- 
mg reitrained in their emigration, 
voder any pretence whatfoever, ex- 
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cept on account of debts, or crimi- 
atl profecutions; the.term, limited 


for this emigration being fixed to 
the {pace of eighteen months. a 
computed trom the day of the ex- 
change of the ratifications of the 


prefent treaty ; but if, from the va- 


lue of the poilgilions of the Englith 
proprietors, they-fhoyld not be able 
to difpofe of them, within the faid 
term, thea his Catholic majeily 
fhall grant them a prolongation pro- 
portionate tethar.end, Jt is fur- 
ther flipulated, chat his Britannic 
majelty fhall have the power of re- 
moving from Eaft Florida all the 
effects which may belong to him, 
whether artillery or other matters, 
Art. VI. ‘Vheintention of the two 
high contracting parties being to 
prevent as much as poitlible, all the 
caufes of complaint and mifunder- 
itanding heretofore, occafioned by 
the cutting. of wood for dying, or 
logwood ; and feyeral Englifh fer- 
tlements, haying been formed. and 


extended,’ under that pretence, 


upon the Spanish continent ;. it is 


. exprefsly agreed, that his Britan- 


nig majefty’s fubjects fhall have the 


right of cutting, loading. and car- 


rying away logwood, in the difiri& 
lying between the rivers Wallis, or 
Bellize, and Rio Hondo, taking 
the courfe of the faid two rivers for 
unalterable boundaries, fo as thas 
the navigation of them be commpa 
to both nations, to wit, by the ri- 
ver Wallis or Bellize, from the fea, 
alcending as far as oppofite to a lake 
or inlet Which runs into the land, 
and forms an ithmus, or neck, 
with another fimilar inlet, which 
comes trom the fide of Rio-Nuevo 
or New-River; fo that the tine of 


‘feparation fhall pafs ilrait acrofs the 


faid iithmus, and meet another lake 
formed by the water of Rio-Nuevo 
or New-River, at itscurrent. The 
faid line ihall continue with the 
courfe of the Rio- Nuevo, defcend- 
ing 
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ing as far as oppofite to ariver, the 
fource ot which is marked in the 
map, between Rio-Nuevo and Rio- 
Hondo, and which empties idelf in- 
ty Rio-Hondo; which river fhall 
alfo ferve as a common boundary 
as far as its junction with Rio- 
Hondo ; and from thence defcending 
by Rio-Hondotothe fea, as thewholc 
js marked on the map which the ple- 
nipotentiaries of the two crowns 
roper to make uic 
of, for afcertiining the points a- 


‘greed upon; to the end, that a 


vorrefpondence may reign be- 
tween the two nations, and that the 
Englifh workmen, cutters, and la- 
bourers may not trefpafs from an 
uncertainty of the boundaries. ‘The 
re{pective commiflaries fall fix up- 
on convenient places, in the terri- 


‘tory above marked our, in order 


that his Britannic majcity’s fub- 


jeéts, employed in the felling ot 


logwood, may, «without ‘interrap- 
tion, build therein houfes and ma- 
gazines nectflary "for themfelves, 
their famihes, and their effects; and 
his Catholic miyefty-aflures to them 


the enjoyment of ull that is ex- 


refled in the prefent article; pro- 


vided that thefe tlipulations fhall 


not be confidered as derogating in 
any wife from his rights ot tove- 


 geignty. Theretore allthe Enghhh, 


who may be difperic din any other 
parts, whether on the Spanith con- 
tinent, or in any of the iflands 
whattoever, dependent on the» a- 
forefaid Spanith continent, and for 
whatever reafon it might be, with- 


‘out exception, {hall retire within 


the diftrict which has been above 
defcribed, io the {pace of eighteen 
months, to be computed trom the 
exchange of the ratifieations ; and 
for this purpote, orders fhall be if. 
fued on the part of his Britannic 
majefty, and on that of his Ca- 
tholic majefty, his governors fhall 
be ordered to grant to the Englith 


‘fhall be 
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difperfed every convenience poffi. 


‘ble ‘for their removing to the (e. 


tlement agreed upon by the prefent 
article, or for their retiring where. 
ever they fhall think proper, It is 
likewife ftipulated, that if any for. 


‘tifications fhould actually have been 


heretofore erected within the limig 
marked out, his Britannic maijefty 
fhall caufe them all to be deniolifh- 
ed's and he will: order his fubjects 
not to build any new ones, ‘The 
Englifh inhabitants, who fhall fertle 
there for the cutting of logwood, 
permitted to enjoy a free 
fifhery for their fubfiftence, on the 
coaits of their diftri€t above agreed 
on, or of the iflarids fituated oppo. 
fitethereto, without being in anywife 
difturbed on that account ;_ provided 
they do not eftablith themfelves, in 
any manner, on the faid iflands, 
Art. VII. His Catholic majetty 
fhall reftore to Great Britain tc 


“iflands of Providence, and the Ba. 


hamas, without exception, in the 
fame condition they were im when 
they were conquered by the arms of 
the king of Spain, ‘The fame fi- 
pulations inferted in the fifth article 
of this tteaty fhall take place in fa- 
vour of the Spanith fubjects, with 
regard té the iflands mentioned in 
the prefent article, 

Art. VIII. All the countries and 
territories, which may have been, 
or which may be conquered in any 
part of the world whatfoever, by 


‘the arms of his Britannic mayjetty, 


as well as by thofe of his Catholic 
majeity, which are not included in 
the prefent treaty, neither under 
the head of ceffions, nor under the 
head of reftitutions, thall be reftor- 
ed without difficulty, and without 
requiring any compenfation. 

Art. IX. Immediately after the 
exchange of the ratificatiuns, the 
two high contraéting parties fhall 
name commiflarigs to teat con- 


cerning new arrangements of Com 
merce 











between the two nations, on 
the bafis of reciprocity and mutual 
convenience ; which arrangements 
fhall. be fettled and concluded within 
s¢ of two years, to be com- 


hays the firft of January, 


mt X, As iris neceflary to Pr 

int a certain period for the refti- 
tutions and evacuations to be made 
by each of the high contracting par- 
ties, it is agreed, that the king of 
Great Britain fhall caufe Eaft Flo- 
rida to be evacutated three months 
afrer the ratification of the prefent 
treaty, or fogner, if it.can be done. 
The hing of Great Britain fhall in 
like manner enter again into pof- 
fefion of the iflands otf Providence, 
aud the Bahamas, without excep- 
tion, in the {pace of three months 
after the ratification of the prefent 
treaty, or fooner, if it can be done. 
In confequence whereof, the necef- 
fary orders hall be fent by each of 
the high contraCting. partics, with 
reciprocal pafiports for the fhips 
which fhall carry them, immedi- 
ately atter the ratification of the 
prefent treaty. : 

Art. XI. Their Britannic and 
Catholic majeitics, promife to ob- 
ferve fincerely, and dona fide, 
all the articles contained and efta- 
blifhed in the prefent treaty ; and 
they will not fuffer the fame to be 
infringed, dire¢tly or indireStly, by 
their refpective fubjects: and the 
faid high contracting parties gua- 
fanty to each other, generally and 
reciprocally, all the {tipulations of 
the prefent treaty. 
_ Art. XII. The folemn ratifica- 
tions of the prefent treaty, pre- 
ape is good and due form, {hall 

exchanged in this city of Ver- 
fuilles, between the high contract- 
tog parties, in the fpace of one 
mouth, or fooner if poflible, to be 
computed from the day of the fig- 
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nature of the prefent treaty. In 
witnefs,,whereot, we the under- 
written ambafladors extraordiaary, 
and minifters plenipotentiary, have 
figned with our hands, in theie 
names, ,and by virtue of our re- 
ipesite full powers, the prefent 
efinitive treaty, and have caufed 
the feals of our arms to be affixed 
thereto. 

Done at Verfailles, the third day 
of September, dne thoufand 
feven hundred and’ eighty- 
three, e 

Le Compte d Arandas (LS.) 
Maachefter. (L. S.) 


SEPARATE ARTICLES. 


Art. 1. Some of the titles made 
ufe of by the contracting partigs, 
whether in the full powel's, and 
other inftruments, during the courfe 
of the -negociation, or in the pre- 
amble of the prefent treaty, . not 


being generally acknowledged, it 


has been agreed that aio prejudice 
fhould ever refult therefrom to ei- 
ther of the faid contracting parties ; 
and that the titles taken or omitted, 
on either fide, upon occafion, ot 
the faid negociation, andof the pre- 
fent treaty, fhall not be cited, or 
quoted as a precedent. 

Art. II. It has been agreed and 
determined, that the French lan- 
guage, made ule of in all the co- 
pies of the prefent treaty, fhall not 
form an example which may be al- 
ledged, or quoted as a precedent, or, 
in any manner, prejudice either of 
the contracting powers; and that 
they fhall conform, for the future, 
to what has been obferved, «and 
ought to be obferved, with regard 
to, and on the part of powers, who 
are in the practice and pofleffion of 
giving and receiving copics of like 
treatics in a different language from 
the French; the prefent treaty 
having, neverthclefs, the fame _— 

aD 
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and virtue ‘as if the aforefaid prac- 
tice had been thereth obferved. | 
' Fn witnefs whereof, we the un- 
der-written ambaffadot extraordté 
nary, and'minifters pledipotentiary, 
of their Britannic and Catholic 
majefties, have figned the “prefént 
feparate articles, and have taufed 
the feals of our arms to’be affixed 
thereto, 

Done.at Verfailles, the third of 


September, one thoufand feven 
hundred and cighty-three. 


LeCompte d’ Aranda. (L.S.) 
Manche/fer. (L. S.) 
DECLARATION. 


THE new flate in which com- 
merce may perhaps be found, in all 
parts‘of the world, will demand re- 
vifions and explanations of ‘the fub- 
fifting treaties; but an entire abro- 
gation of ‘thofe treaties, in whatever 
pefiod it might be, would throw 
commerce into fuch confufion as 
would be of infinite prejudice to 
it. | 

In forme of the treaties of this 
fort there are not only articles which 
relate merely to, Commerce, but 
many Others which enfue recipro- 
cally, to the re‘pettive fubjects, 
privileges, facilities for conducting 
their affairs, perfonal protections, 
and other advantages, which are 
not, and which ought not co be ot 
a changeable nature, fuch as the 
regulations relating merely to the 
value of goods and merchandize, 
variable from circumftances of every 
kind. 

When therefore the ftate of the 
trade between the two nations fhall 
be treated upon, it is requifite to be 
underftood, that the  alrerations 


which may be made in the fubfiit- 
ing treatics are to extend only to 
arrangements merely commercial; 
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and: that the ‘privileges and ailyan. 
tages, mutual and particular, be not 
only preferyed on cach fide, but 
even augmented, if it can be done. 
In this view, his majeity has cun- 
fented to the appointnient of eom. 
miffaries, on each fide, who fall 
treat folely upon this objet, 
Done at Verfailles, the third of 
September, one thoufand feven 
hundred and eighty-three. 


Manel efter. (L. S.) 


COUNTER-DECLARATION, 
THE ‘Catholic king, in propofing 


new arrangements of commerce, 
has had ‘no other defign than to re. 
medy, by the rules of ‘reciprocity 
and muttal convenience, whatever 
may be defective in preceding trea. 
ties of ‘commerce. The king ot 
GreatBritain miy judge from thence, 
that the mtention of his Catholic 
majefty is not in any mabher to 
cancel all the. ftipulations contained 
in the abovementioned treaties; he 
declares, on the contrary, from 
henceforth, that be is difpofed to 
maintain all the privileges, facili- 
ties and advantages exprefied in the 


‘old treaties, as far as they fhall be 


reciprocal, or compenfated by e- 
quivalent advantages. It is to at- 
tain this end, defircd on each fide, 
that commiffaries are to be named 
to treat upon the ftate of trade be- 
tween the two nations, and thata 
contiderable fpace of time 1s tobe 
allowed for compleating their work. 
His Catholic majefty hopes that 
this objeét will be purfiued with the 
fame yood faith, and with the fame 
fpirit of conciliation, which hare 
prefided over the difcuffion of all 
the other points included in the ce- 
finitive treaty ; and his faid ma- 
jeity is equally confident, that the 
refpective commiffaries will “7 
t 
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utmoft diligence for the com- 
vison of this important work. 


t Verfailles the third of 
September, one thoufarid feven 


hundred and eighty-three. 
Le Compte D’ Aranda. (L.5S.) 


WE, ambaffador plenipotentiary 
of his Imperial and royal apoftolic 
majeily, having acted as mediator 
in the work of pacification, declare 
that the treaty of peace figned this 
day at Verfailles, between his Bri- 
tannic majefty and his Catholic ma- 
jefty, with the two feparate articles 
thereto annexed, and of which they 
form a part, as alfo with all the 
claufes, conditions, and ftipulations 
which are therein contained, was 
concluded by the mediation of his 
Imperial and royal apoftolic majefty. 
In witnefs whereof, we have figned 
thefe prefents with our hand, and 
have caufed the feal of our arms to 
be affixed thereto. 


Done at Verfailles, this third of 
September, one thoufand feven 
hundred and eighty-three. 


LeCombte de Mercy Argenteau, (L.S.) 


WE, minifters plenipotentiary of 
her Imperial majetty of all the Ruf- 
fias, having acted as mediators in 
the work of pacification, declare 
that the treaty of peacc, figned this 
day at Verfailles, between his Bri- 
tannic majefty and his Catholic ma- 
jefty, with the two feparate articles 
thereto annexed, and of which they 
form a part, as alfo with all the 
claufes, conditions, and ftipulations 
Which ate therein contained, was 
concluded by the mediation of her 
Imperial majefty of all the Ruffias. 
In witnefs whereof, we have figned 
thefe prefents with our hands, and 
have caufed the feals of our arms to 
¢ affixed thereto, 
1783. 
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Done at Verfailles, the third of 
September, one thoufand feven 
hundred and eighty-three, 


Prince Iwan Bariatinfkoy, (LS) 
A. Mare:ff. 


The DEFINITIVE TREATY of 
PEACE and FRIENDSHIP, 
between his Britannic Majefty, and 
the United States of America, figned 
at Paris the 34 day of September, 
1783. 

In the name of the moft holy and 

undivided Trinity, 


T having pleafed the divine Pro- 
vidence to difpofe the hearts of 

the moft ferene and moft potent 
prince George the Third, by the 
grace of God, king of Great Bri- 
tain, France and Ireland, defender 
of the faith, duke of Brunfwick 
and Lunenburg, arch-treafurer and 
prince eletor of the holy Roman 
empire, &c. and of the United 
States of America, to forget all patt 
mifunderftandings and differences 
that have unhappily interrupted the 
good correfpondence and friendfhip 
which they mutually with to re- 
ftore, and to eftablifh fuch a bene- 
ficial and fatisfactory intercourfe be- 
tween the two countries upon the 
ground of reciprocal advantages and 
mutual convenience as may promote 
and fecure to both perpetual peace 
and harmony ; and having for this 
defirable end already laid the found- 
ation of peace and reconciliation by 
the provifional articles figned at Pa- 
ris on the 30th of November, 17825 
by the commiffioners ernpowered on 
each part, which articles were a- 
greed to be inferted in and to cons 
{titute the treaty of peace propofed 
to be concluded between the crown 
of Great Britain and the faid United 
States, but which treaty was not to 
be concluded until terms of peace 
(H) fhould 
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fhould be agreed upon between 
Great Britain and France, and his 
Britannic majefty fhould be ready to 
conclude fuch treaty accordingly ; 
aud the treaty between Great Bri- 
tain and France having fince been 
concluded, his Britannic majetty 
and the United States of America, 
in order to carry into full effeét the 
provifional articles above mention- 
ed, according to the tenor thereof, 
have conttituted and appointed, that 
is to fay, his Britannic majeity on 
his part, David Hartley, efq. mem- 
ber of the parliament of Great Bri- 
tain; and the faid United States on 
their part, John Adams, efq. late a 
commiffoner of the United States of 
America at the court of Verfailles, 
ate delegate in cangrefs trom the 
ftate of Maflachufetts, and chict 
juitice of the faid ttate, and minyter 
plenipotentiary of the faid United 
States to their high mightinefles the 
States General of the United Nether- 
lands; Benjamin Franklin, efq. late 
delegate in congrefs from the ftate 
of Pennfylvania, prefident of the 
convention of the faid fate, and 
minifter plenipotentiary from the 
United States of America at the 
court of Verfailles; and John Jay, 
efq. late prefident of congrefs, and 
chief juttice of the ftare of New 
York, and minifter plenipotentiary 
from the faid United States at the 
court of Madrid; to be the plem- 
yentiaries for the concluding and 
ction the prefent definitive treaty ; 
who atter having reciprocally com- 
niunicated their refpective full pow- 
ers, have agreed upon and confirmed 
the following articles : 

Art. I. His Britannic majefty ac- 
knowleges the faid United States, 
viz. New Hampthire, Maflachutetts 
Bay, Rhode Ifland and Providence 


Plantations, Connecticut, New 
York, New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 


North Caroliaa, South Carohina, 
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and Georgia, to be free, fovereign 
and independent ftates; that he 
treats with them as fuch, and for 
himfelf, his heirs and fucceflors, re. 
linquithes all claims to the govern. 
ment, propriety and territorial rights 
of the fame, and every part thereof, 
II. And that all difputes which 
might arife in future on the fubjee 
of the boundaries of the faid United 
States may be prevented, it is hereb 
agreed and declared, that the toi- 
lowing are and fhall be their bound. 
aries, viz. From the north-wett an- 
gle of Nova Scotia, viz. that angle 
which 1s formed by a line drawn 
due north trom the fource otf St. 
Croix river to the Highlands, along 
the fatd Highlands, which divide 
thofe rivers that empty themfelves 
into the river St. Laurence, trom 
thofe which fall into the Atlantic 
Ocean, to the north-weflernmot 
head of Connecticut river; thence 
down along the middle of that river 
to the forty fifth degree of north la- 
titude ; from thence by a line due 
weit on faid latitude, until it tirikes 
the river Irroquois or Caatraquy; 
thence along the middle of fail n- 
ver into Lake Ontario ; through the 
middle of faid lake until it {trikes 
the communication by water bee 
tween that lake and Lake Evie; 
thence along the middle of the faid 
communication into Lake Ene, 
through the middle of faid lake, un- 
til it arrives at the water commun 
cation between that lake and Lake 
Huron ; thence through the midge 
ot faid lake to the water commun 
cation between that lake and Lake 
Superior ; thence through Lake ou 
perior northward of the Ifles Royal 
and Philapeaux to the Long Lake; 
thence through the middle of fax 
Long Lake and the water commo- 
nication between it and the Lake of 
the Woods, to the faid Lake of the 
Woods; thence through the fant 


lake to the mit north-wefternmo" 
pom 
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sat thereof, and from thence on 
5 oa ‘wet courfe to the river Mithi- 
fippi ; thence by a line to be drawn 
along the middle of the faid river 
Mitliippi unul it thall interfect the 
northernmoft part of the thirty-firft 

ree of north latitude. South, by 
a line to be drawn due eaft trom the 
determination of the line laf men- 
tioned in the latitude of thirty- 
one deg’ north of the equator, to 
the middle of the river Apalachiola 
or Catahouche ; thence along the 
middle thereof to its junction with 
the Flint River; thence ftraight to 
the head of St. Mary's River, and 
thence down along the middle of St. 
Mary’s River to the Atlantic Ocean. 
Eaft, by a line to be drawn along 
the middle ot the river St. Croix 
from its mouth in the Bay of Fundy 
to its fource, and from its fource di- 
rectly north to the aforefaid High- 
lands which divide the rivers that 
fall into the Atlantic Ocean from 
thofe which fall into the river St. 
Laurence, comprehending all iflands 
within twenty leagues of any part 
of the fhores of the United States, 
and lying between lines to be drawn 
due eaft from the points where the 
aforefaid boundaries between Nova 
Scotia. on the one part, and Eaft 
Florida on the other, fhall refpec- 
tively touch the Bay of Fundy and 
the Atlantic Ocean, excepting fuch 
iflands as now are or heretofore have 
been within the limits of the faid 
province of Nova Scotia. 

Art. ILI. It is agreed that the 
people of the United States fhall 
continue to enjoy unmolefted the 
night to take fith of every kind on 
the Great Bank, and on all the o- 
ther Banks of Newfoundland ; alfo 
in the Gulf of St. Laurence, and 
at all other places in the fea where 
the inhabitants of both countries 
uled at any time heretofore to fith. 
aed alfo that the inhabitants of the 

oiled States fhali have liberty to 
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take fifth of every kind on fuch part 
of the coatt of Newfoundland as 
Biitih fihermen fhall ufe (but ner 
to dry or cure the fame on that 
ifland), and alfo on the coafts, bays, 
and creeks, of all cther of his Bri- 
tannic majefty’s dominions in Ame- 
rica; and that the American fifher- 
men fhall have hberty to dry and 
cure fifh in any of the unfettled 
bays, harbours, and creeks of Nova 
Scotia, Magdalen Iflands and La- 
brador, fo long as the fame fhall 
remain unfettled ; but fo foon as the 
fame or either of them fhall be fet- 
tled, it fhall not be lawful for the 
faid filhermen to dry or cure fith at 
fuch fettlement, without a previous 
agreement for that purpofe with the 
inhabitants, proprietors, or poffef- 
fors of the ground. 

Art. IV. It is agreed that the 
creditors on either fide fhall meet 
with no lawful impediment to the 
recovery of the full value in fterlin 
money of all bona fide debts here- 
tofore contracted, 

Art. V. It is agreed that cond. 
grefs fhall earneftly recommend it 
to the legiflatures of the refpective 
ftates, to provide for the reftitution 
of all eftates, rights, and properties, 
which have been confifcated, be- 
longing to real Britith fubjects ; and 
alfo of the eftates, rights, and pro- 
perties, of perfons refident in di- 
ftricts in the poffeflion of his ma- 
jefty’s arms, and who have not borne 
arms againtt the faid United States ; 
and that perfons of any other de- 
fcription fhall have free liberty to 
go to any part or parts of any of the 
Thirteen United States, and therein 
to remain twelve months unmoletted 
in their endeavours to obtain the 
reftitution of fuch of their eftates, 
rights, and a. as may have 
been confifcated ; and that congrefs 
fhall alfo earneftly recoinmend to 
the feveral ftares a reconfideration 
and revifion of all aéts or laws re- 
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g'rding the premifes, fo as to render 
the faid laws or atts pertectly con- 
fiitent not only with juflice and 
equity, but with that fpirit ot con- 
ciliation which on the return of the 
bleflings of peace thould univerfally 
prevail: and that congrels fhall alfo 
earneftly recommend to the feve- 
ral ftates, that the eftates, rights, 
and properties, of fuch laft men- 
tioned perfons fhall be rettored to 
them, they refunding to any perfons 
who may be now in pofletlon the 
bona fide price (where any has been 

iven), which fuch perfons may 
he paid on purchating any of the 
fuid lands, rights, or properties, 
fince the confifcation. 

And it is agreed that all perfons 
who have any interett in confifcated 
lands, either by debts, marriage fet- 
tlements, or otherwife, flall meet 
with no lawful impediment in the 
profecution of their juft rights. 

Art. VI. ‘That there fhall be no 
future confifcations made, nor any 
profecutions commenced ayainit any 

erfon or perfons for or by reafon 
of the part which he or they may 
have taken in the prefent war; and 
that no perion fhall on that account 
fufter any future lofs or damage ei- 
ther in his perfon, liberty, or pro- 
perty, and that thofe who may be 
in confinement on fuch charges at 
the time of the ratification of the 
treaty in America, fhall be immedi- 
ately fet at liberty, and the profe- 
cutions fo commenced be difcon- 
tinued, 

Art. VII. There fhall be a firm 
and perpetual peace between his Bri- 
tannic majefty and the faid United 
States, and between the fubjects of 
the one and the citizens ot the o- 
ther; wherefore all hottilities both 
by fea and land fhall from hence- 
forth ceafe ; all prifoners on both 
tiles Mall be fee at liberty, and his 
Buitunaic majeily dhall, with all con. 
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venient fpeed, and without caufing 
any deftruction, or carrying away 
any Negroes or other property of 
the American inhabitants, withdraw 
all his armies, garrifons, and fleets, 
from the faid United States, and 
from every _ place and harbour, 
within the fame ; leaving in all for. 
tifications the American artillery that 
may be therein ; and thall alfo order 
| caufe all archives, records, 
deeds, and papers belonging to any 
of the faid ftates, or their citizens, 
which in the courfe of the war may 
have fallen into the hands of his of- 
ficers,. to be forthwith reftored and 
delivered to the proper ftates and 
perfons to whom they belong. 

Art. VIII. The navigation of the 
river Miilifipi, trom its fource to 
the ocean, fhall tor ever remain free 
and open to the fubjects of Great 
Britain and the ciuzens of the U- 
nited States. 

Art. 1X. In cafe it fhould fo hap- 
pen that any place or territory be- 
longing to Great Britain or to the 
United States fhould have been con- 
quered by the arms of either from 
the other, betore the arrival of the 
faid Provifional Articles in America, 
it is ageeed that the fame fhall 
be reflored without difficulty, and 
without requiring any compenfa- 
tion. 

Art. X. The folemn ratifications 
of the prefent treaty, expedited in 
rood and due form, fhiall be ex- 
changed between the contracting 
partics in the fpace of fix months, 
or fooncr, if poffible, to be com- 
puted from the day of the fignature 
of the prefent treaty, In witnels 
whereof we the under-figned, their 
miniiters plenipotentiary, have 1 
their naine, and in virtue of our 
full powers, figned with our hands 
the prefent Definitive ‘Treaty, and 
cauted the feals of our arms to be 
athxed thereto. 

Done 
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at Paris, this third day of 


c 
Peageember, in the year of our 
Lord one thoufand feven hun- 


dred and eighty-three. 


David Hartley. (L. S.) 
‘Yobn Adams. (L. S.) 
B. Franklin. (L. S.) 
John Fay: (L. S.) 
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Ceremonial of the Proclamation of 
Peace, Offober 6, 1783. 


Party of horfe uards were 

drawn up about the gate of Sr, 
ancs’s Palace, where the beadles 
and officers of the city of Weiltmin- 
fler, attended. 

The officers of arms ; ferjeants at 
arms, with their maces and collars ; 
the ferjeant trumpeter, with his 
mace and collar; the trumpets ; 
drum-major and drums; and the 
knight marfhal and his men, affem- 
bled in the Stable Yard, St. James’s; 
and the officers of arms, being ha- 
bited in their refpective tabards, and 
mounted, a proceffion was made 
from thence to the Palace Gate in 
this order : 


Knight Marfhal’s Men, two and two. 
Knight Marthal. 
Drums. 
Drum-Major. 
Trumpets. 
Serjeant ‘Trumpeter, 
Purfuivants, 
Heralds. 
Kings of Arms. 


Ser}. at 


Serj, at 
Arms. 


Arms. 


Being come before the gate, the 
fenior officer of arms prefent (ate 
tended on his lefe hand by the next 
inrank) read the proclamation a- 
loud ; which done, the officers of 
Weftmintter joined the proceffion, 
Which moved on to Charing-Crofs 
in the following order : 


Horfe grenadiers to clear the way, 
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Beadles of Weftminfter, two and 
two, bare-headed, with ftaves. 
Conttables of Weftminfter, in like 


manner, 
High Conttable, with his ftaff, on 
horfeback. 


Officers of the High Bailiff of Weft. 
minfter, with white wands, on 
horfeback. 

Clerk of the High Bailiff. 
High Bailiff and Deputy Steward, 
Horfe Guards, 

Knight Marfhal’s men, two andtwo. 

Knight Mar(hal. 

Drums. 
Drum-Major. 
Trumpets. 
Serjeant ‘Trumpeter. 
Purfuivants, 
Heralds. 

King’s of Arms, 

Horfe Guards. 
At Charing-Crofs, the officer of 
arms next in rank to him who read 
at St. James’s, read the proclama- 
tion, looking towards Whitehall; 
that done, the proceflion moved on 
towards ‘l’emple Bar, the gates of 
which were fhut, and the junior of- 
ficer of arms, coming out of the 
rank between two trumpeters, pre- 
ceded by two horfe grenadiers to 
clear the way, rode up to the gate, 
and after the trumpets had founded 
thrice, he knocked with a cane. 
Being afked by the city marfhal from 
within, ** Who comes there ?” he 
replied, ** The officers of arms, who 
demand entrance into the city to 
publifh his majefty’s proclamation of 
peace.”” The gates being opened, 
he was admitted alone, and the gates 
fhut again. ‘The city marhal, pre- 
ceded by his officers, conducted him 
to the lord mayor, to whom he 
fhewed his majefty’s warrant, which 
his lordfhip having read, returned, 
and gave firetions to the city mar. 
fhal to open the gates, who attended 
him back thereto, and on the oflicer 


(H 3) of 


Serj. at 
Arms. 


Serj. at { 


Arms, 
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of arms leaving him, faid, ** Sir, 
the gates are opened.” Tht trum- 

ts and grenadiers being in wait- 
ing, conduéted him to his place in 
the proceflion, which then moved on 
into the city, (the officers of Weit- 
mintter filing off and retiring as they 
came to'Temple Bar) and, at Chan- 
cery-lane end, the proclamation was 
read a third time. Then the city 
officers joining the procetiion imme- 
diately after ike officers of arms, it 
moved on to the end of Wood- 
ftreet, where the crofs formerly 
fiood in Cheapfide. After the pro- 
clamation had been read here, the 
sroceffion moved on to the Royal 
eghanns where it was read for 
the lafitime, and the procetiion re- 
turned by the way of Gracechurch- 
ftreet, through Lombarid-ttreet. 

The trumpets founded thrice, 
previous to, and immediately after, 
each reading. 













































His Majefty’s Specch at the Clofing the 
Sefion, ‘July 16, 1785. 


My Lords and Geuilemen, 
HE advanced feafon of the 


year requires fome remiffion 
from your long and laborious atten- 
tion to the public fervice. The exi- 
gencies of that fervice may oblige 
me to call you together again at an 
early period; and I perfuade my- 
ielf, trom my uniform experience 
of your affection to me, and your 
zeal for the public good, that you 
will chearfully fubmit to a tempo- 
sary inconvenience, for the perman- 
ent advantage of your country. 

The confideration of the affairs of 
the Eaft Indies will require to be 
refumed as early as potlible ; and to 
be purfued with a a and un- 
remitting attention. 

I exjxcted to have had the fatis- 
faction of acquainting you, before 
the end of the fefhion, that the terma 
yt pacihegtion were definitively fet- 
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tied; but the complicated ftate of 
the bufinefs in diicutfion has un. 
avoidabiv protracted the negotiation 
1 have, however, every teafon ne 
believe, from the difpofitions thewn 
by the feveral powers concerned 
that they are perteGily well inclined 
to fuch a conclufion as may fecure 
the bleffings of peace, fo much and 
fo equally to be detired by all parties, 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Commons, 

T thank you for the fupplies you 
have fo liberally granted for the 
public fervice ; for tacilitating my 
arrangements towards a fepa rate efta- 
blifhment for the prince of Wales; 
and for enabling me, without any 
new burthen on my people, to dif. 
charge the debt which remained on 
my civil lift, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I earnetily recommend to you an 
attention towards promoting among 
my people, in your feveral coun- 
tries, that fpirit of order, regula. 
rity, and induitry, which is the 
true fource of revenue and power 
in this nation; and avithout which 
all regulations for the improvement 
of the one, or the increafe of the 
other, will have no effect. 

Then the earl of Mansfield, lord 
chief juftice of the court of King’s 
Bench, fpeaker of the houfe of lords, 
by his majeity’s command, faid: 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

It is his majefty’s royal will and 
pleafure, that this parliament be 
prorogued to Tuefday the ninth day 
of September next, to be then here 
holden: and this parliament is ac 
cordingly prorogued to Tuefday the 
gth day ot September next. 


— 





His Majefty’s Speech, Nov. 11, 1783s 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
Have the fatisfa@ion to inform 
you, that definitive treaties ot 

peace have been concluded with the 
couley 
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f France and Spain, and 
— United States of America. 
articles have been alfo 
States General of 


cou 
with the 
Preliminary 
ratified with the 
the United Provinces. — I have or- 
dered thefe feveral treaties to be laid 


before you ; and I am happy to 


add, that I have ro caufe to doubt 
but that all thofe powers agree with 
me jn my fincere inclination to keep 
the calamitics of war at a great di- 
ftance. ; 

The objects which are to be 
brought under your deliberation, 
will fufficiently explain my teafons 
for calling you together after to 
{horta recefs, Enquiries of the ut- 
mott importance have been long and 
diligently purfued, and the fruit of 
them will be expected. The fitua- 
tion of the Eaft India Company 
will require the urmott exertions Of 
your wifdom to maintain and im- 
prove the valuable advantages de- 
rived from our Indian poffeflions, 
and to promote and fecure the hap- 
pinels of the native inhabitants of 
thofe provinces. 

The feafon of peace will call up- 
on you for an attention to every 
thing which can recruit the ftrength 
of the nation, after fo long and fo 
expenfive a war. 

The fecurity and increafe of the 
revenue in the manner leatt burthen- 
fome to my fubjects, will be among ft 
your firft objects. In many effen- 
al parts it has fuffered: dangerous 
frauds have prevailed, and alarming 
outrages have been committed, 
Exertions have not been wanting to 
reprefs this daring fpirit, nor piins 
tO enquire into its true caufes. In 
any inftances in which the powers 
of government may not be equal to 
its utmoft care and vigilance, | have 
no doubt thar the wifdom of m 
parliament will provide fuch reme- 

es asmay be found Wanting for 
the accomplifhinent of purpofes, in 
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which the material intere(ts of this 
nation are fo deeply concerned, 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Commons, 

I have ordered the eflimmres of 
the expences for the year to be laid 
betore you. From thofe you will 
perceive the reduction which | have 
made in all the cftablithments, which 
appear to me to be brought as low 
as prudence will admit; and you 
will participate with mean the fatis- 
faciion which J feel in this ftep toe 
wards the relief of my fubjects. Ar 
the end of a war fome part of its 
veight muft inevitably be borne for 
atime. I feel for the burthens of 
my people; but I rely on that forti- 
tude which has hitherto fupported 
this nation under many difliculties, 
for their bearing thofe, which the 
prefent exigencies require, and 
which are fo neceffary tor the full 
fupport of the national credit, 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

In many refpects our fituation is 
new. Your counfels will provide 
what is called for by that fituation ; 
and your wifdom will give perman- 
ence to whatever has been found 
beneficial by the experience of ages. 
In your deliberations you will pre- 
ferve that temper and moderation 
which the importance of their ob- 
jes demands, and will, I have no 
doubt, produce ; and I am fure that 
you are unanimous in your defire to 
dire&t all thofe deliberations to the 

honour of my crown, the fafety of 
my dominions, and the profperity 
of my people. 


Ceremonial of the Introdution of bis 
Royal Highnefs George Auguftus 
Frederick Prince of Wales, into the 
Houfe of Peers, at the Meeting of 
Parliament on Tucfday November 
It, 1783. 

IS royal highnefs having 
been, by letrers parent, dated 


(H 4) ne 
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the roth day of Auguft, | in the fe- 
cond year of his majefiy’s reign, 
created prince of Wales and carl of 
Chetter, was in his robes, which 
with the collar and order of the Gar- 
ter he had put on inthe earl mar- 
fhal’s room, introduced into the 
houfe of peers in the following or- 
der. 

Gentleman Uber of the Black Rod, 

with his Staff ot Office 
Earl of Surrey. 
Deputy Earl Marthal of England, 
Earl of Carlitle. 
Lord Privy Seal. 

Garter Principal King of Arms, in 
his Robe, with the Sceptre, bear- 
ing his Royal Highnefs’s Patent. 

Sir Peter Burrell, 
Deputy Great Chamberlain of 
England. 

Vifcount Stormont, 

Lord Prefideut ot the Council. 

Ihe CORONE 

On a crimfon velvet cufhion, borne 
by Vifcount Lewifham, one of the 
Gentlemen ot his Royal High- 
nefs’s Bed Chamber. 

His Roy al Highnefs the PRINCE 

ot WALES, 

Carrying his Writ of Summons, 
fupported by his uncle the Duke 
ot Cumberland, and the Dukes ot 
Richmond and Portland. 

And proceeding up the houfe with 

the ufual reverences, the writ and 


rxatene were delivered to the earl of 


Mansfield, fpeaker, on the wool- 
fuck, and read bv the clerk of the 
pa lament at the table, his royal 
highnefs and the reft of the pro- 


cethon ttanding near: after which 
his royal highnefs was conduéted 


to his chair on the right hand of 
the throne, the coronet ‘and cufhion 
having been laid on a ftool before 
the chair, and his royal highnefs 
being covered as ufual, the cere- 
mony ended. 

Some time after his majefty en- 
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tered the houfe of peers, and was 
feated on the throne with the ufual 
folemnitics, and having delivered 
his mott gracious fpeech, retired out 
of the houfe. 

Then his royal highnefs at the 
table took the oaths of allegiance 
and fupremacy, and made and fub. 
feribed the declaration ; and ali 
took and fubfcribed the oath of abe 


juration, 





Invesrirure of the Kwicurts of 
St. Patrick. 


Dublin Cafile, March 11, 1783, 


H!5S day having been appoint. 
ed by his excellency the lord 
lieutenant tor the inveftiture of the 
knights ot the moft illutirious order 
of St. Patrick, the noblemen named 
in his majefty’s letter to be knights 
companions of the order were (um. 
moned to attend, in order to be in- 
vetted with the enfigns of that dig- 
nity previous to their inftallation; 
and being affembled in the prefence 
chamber, a proceffion was made from 
thence to the great ball-room, viz. 
Purfuivants, and 
Officers attending the State. 
Peersnamed inthe King’ s Letter,viz. 
Earls 
Bective, and Charlemont, 
Courtown, and Mornington, 
Clanbraffil, and Shannon, 
Tyrone, and Drogheda, 
Inch: quin, and Weittmeath. 
Earl of Clanricarde, and the Duke 
of Leinfter. 
Oilicers of his Excellency’s Hoult 
hold, viz. 
Page S. 

Gentlemen at large. 
Gentlemen of the Chamber. 
Matter of the Ceremonies. 
Gentlemen ot the Horte. 
Comptroller and Steward of the 
Houfchold. 

Officers 





Officers of the Order, viz. 
Purfuivants. 
Heralds. 

Regifter, and Uther. 
Secretary, and Gencalogit. 
Chancellor. 

Ulfter King of Arms, | 
Bearing his Majeity’s Commiffion, 
and the Badge and Ribband of 
the Grand Matter upon a 
blue velvet cufhion. 

Lord Vifcount Carhampton, 
Bearing the Sword of Strate. 

His Excellency the Lord Licu- 

tenant, 
With tenAids de Camp on each fide. 
Gold Stick. 
Battle-axe Guards. 

On their arrival in the great ball- 
room the different perfons who com- 
pofed the procetlion proceeded to the 
places afligned them; and his ex- 
cellency being covered and feated in 
thechair of fate, Ulfter king of arms 
prefented to him his majeity’s letter, 
which his excellency delivered to 
the right hon. John Hely Hutchin- 
fon, fecretary of State, who read 
the fame aloud, during which time 
his excellency and the aflembly re- 
mained ftanding and uncovered. His 
excellency being again feated, Ul- 
fer prefented to him the blue rib- 
band and badge of grand matter, 
with which his excellency invefled 
himfelf. 

His excellency then fignified his 
majefty’s pleafure, that the great 
ball-room thould be ftyled the Hall 
of St. Patrick, which was done by 
proclamation made by Ulfter king of 
arms, at the found of trumpets, and 
with the ufual formalities, after 
which 

Hisexcellency direfted Ulfter king 
of arms and ufher of the black rod 
to introduce Isis grace the lord arch- 
bihhop of Dublin, to whom the fe- 
cretary of ftate adminiftered the 
path, as chancellor of the order, and 

Q 
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his grace, kneeling, was invefled 
the grand matter with the proper 
badge, and received from his excel- 
lency’s hands the purfe containing 
the feals. 

The dean of St. Patrick’s was 
then introduced, to whom the oath 
of regittcr of the order was admini- 
ftered by the chancellor, and he was 
invefted in the like manner by his 
excellency, who delivered to him 
the ftatutes and the regifler of the 
order. Lord Delvin was next in- 
troduced, and having taken the oath, 
was invefled as fecretary; and in 
like manner Charles Henry Coote, 
eiq. as genealogift——John Free- 
mantle, efy. as ufher——and Wil: 
ham Hawkins, efq. as king of arms 
of the faid order, the oaths being 
firit adminiftered to them by the 
chancellor, were feverally invefted 
by the grand matter. 

His excellency then fignified his 
majetty’s pleafure, that in confider- 
ation of the tender age of prince 
Edward, his royal highnefs fhould 
be inveited in England, and that his 
majefty’s difpenfation for that pur- 
pofe fhould be entered upon the re- 
gifter of the order: and in confe- 
quence of his majefty’s direétion, 
the lord baron Mutkerry was knight- 
ed, and declared proxy to his royal 
highnefs prince Edward. 

His excellency then direéted that 
his grace the duke of Leintter fhould 
be called in; and as by che ftatutes 
of the order none but a knight can 
be elected or invefted, his grace, 
being introduced by the ufher and 
king of arms, was knighted by his 
excellency with the fword of fate, 
and immediately delivered to the 
genealogift the proofs of blood re- 
quired by the ftatutes, whereupon 
the oaths were adminiftered by the 
chancellor, and his grace knecling 
was invefted by the grand mafter 


with the ribband and badge, His 


grace 
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ethen joined the proceffion to 
introduce the carl of Clanticarde, 
who being fworn was invefted in 
like manner, and both knights join- 
ed the proceflion to bring in the earl 
of Weftmeath ; after which the two 
jumor knights performed this duty, 
and the fenior knight took his feat 
as companion of the order. The 
earls of Inchiquin, Drogheda, Ty- 
rone, Shannon, Clanbraflil, Mor- 
nington, Courtown, Charlemont, 
and Bective, being feverally intro- 
duced by the two junior knights, 
were cach of them fworn by the 
chancellor, and invefted by the grand 
matter, and took their feats as knights 
companions. 

The ceremony of inveftiture be- 
ing ended his majefty’s pleafure was 
declared and regiftered for appoint- 
ing his grace the lord archbifhop of 
Armagh, primate and metropolitan 
of Ireland, to be prelate of the faid 
moft illuftrious order. 

A proceflon was then made from 
St. Patrick’s Hall to the prefence- 
chamber, where the lord licutenant 
received the compliments of the 
knights of the order, and of a nu- 
merous affembly of the nobility and 
gentry, who teftified their fatistac- 
tion inthis diftinguithed mark of the 
royal favour to this hingdom.— 
St. Patrick’s-hall was elegantly fitt- 
ed up for the occafion, and the gal- 
lerics belonging to it were crowded 
with ladies of the firft rank and 
fathion; and the whole ceremony 
was conducted with the utmost pro- 
pricty, and with the moft fplendid 
magnificence. 

InsTALLaTion of the Knicurts. 

March 17. Being the feitival of 
St. Patrick, tutelar faint of Ireland, 
and the day appointed for the 
initallation of the newly created 
Knights of the Suamrock, at fix 
in the morning the volunteer corps 
-yt the county and city of Dublin 
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passed at the Royal Exchange, and 
) 


alloted for the guards which were 
to be ftationed in the cathedral - 
after which they proceeded to Daw. 
fon ftreet, _to receive initructions 
from the right hon. the lord mayor, 
appointed commanding officer of the 
day, and trom thence marched to 
the cathedral, the avenue to which, 
from the middle of Bride-ftreet, wag 
ftrongly lined, and were there jOin- 
ed by the troops in garrifon, who 
alfo lined the remaining ftreets to 
the Cattle. Guards of horie and 
foot were flationed at the different 
avenucs leading into the tlreets 
through which the proceflion mov. 
ed, which sacianen carriages pall. 
ing, and the populace from being 
too prefling, and by which judicious 
arrangement the procctlion met with 
not the leatt obftru¢tion. The ca. 
valcade Ieft the Cattle between ten 
and eleven o'clock, in the following 
order: a large detachment of dra- 
yoons, fhte trumpets, battle-axe 
guards, fword of ftate, fovereign's 
efquires, archbifhop ot Dublin pre- 
late of the order, the lord licu- 
tenant as grand mafter, lord Muf- 
kerry as proxy tor his royal high- 
nefs prince Edward, the duke ot 
Leintter, the carls of Clanrickarde, 
Weftmeath, Inchiquin, Shannon, 
Clanbraffil, Morvington, Arran, 
Courtown, Charlemont, and Bee- 
tive. ‘The earl of Ely, the remain- 
ing knight, being out of the king- 
dom, his inveftiture and inflallatioa 
could not take place. Each knight 
had three efquires, who attended 
him in his carriage. In going 
the church the knights were in theit 
furcoat only, with their caps in ther 
hands; but in their procetlion back, 
after they were inftalled, they were 
drefled in the full smantle, habit, 
and collar of the order —The drefles 
ot the whole were very rich and 
magnifica, The proceffion re- 
urned 
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rurned to the Caftle a litde after two 
o'clock, and the knights appeared 
at the windows (to gratify the fpec- 
The jnftallation of the knights 
was conducted with the greateft pro- 

jety and regularity—not a fingle 
miftake occurred from the time of 
their arrival at the Choir ull they 
returned to the Chapter-houfe. 
The effect of the ceremony viewed 
from the galleries was amazingly 
fplendid. As the proceffion reach- 
ed the choir they were arranged in 
their proper places by Uliter, and 
the beralds of arms; the prebends 
feats were prepared under the gal- 
leries, to which they fled off as they 
came up.—The efquires of the 
knights entered three a-breaft, with 
their white fattin furcoats lined with 
fky blue,—their white fattin bon- 
nets in their hands. After making 
an obeifance to thealtar, they were 
told off into their proper places im- 
mediately under their refpective 
knights, where they continued 
fanding while the knights advanced 
two a-breaft clad in their furcoat 
only with the cap of the order in 
their hand, the junior knight firft. 
After being placed in the ftalls for- 
merly allotted to the prebends of St. 
Patrick, the whole continued ftand- 
ing till the fovereign of tke order 
entered in full drefs, girded with 
the fword, collar, and mantle, wear- 
ing his cap and plumes. He was 
conducted by the officers of the or- 
der tothe flall formerly occupied by 
the dean, and after being faluted by 
all the knights and efquires, took his 
feat, covered, when the coronation 
énthem immediately commenced. 
After it was finifhed, the officers of 
the order, with the heralds and pur- 
luivants, advanced to the fovereign’s 
fall, making three profound obei- 
fances, where they received the ban- 


Per, Which was carrigd by Uliter 
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to the altar, and there received by 
the dean. The prince’s bagner was 
depotited in the fii manner. The 
premier knight, his giace of Lein- 
fler, was then invefted with the in- 
fignia of the order, by the proper 
officers, and took his feat covered, - 
when the next knight, lord Clan- 
ricarde, was called upon ; his grace 
defcended in full habit of the order 
to receive him, and was conducted 
to the favereign’s flall between the 
inftalled knight and Ulfter; after 
the obcifances were made, the pre 
mier knight aflifted in putting on 
the fword, the collar, and mantle 
of the order, and delivered him the 
cap, when he returned to his ftall, 
and was faluted by the fovereign 
and the other knights. After the 
fame ceremony of inftallation had 
been gone through with each knight, 
and all feated in full habit of the 
order, Te Deum was celebrated by 
the band, when the proceffion left 
the choir in the fame manner the 
entered, only the knights wore their 
fwords, mantles, collars, and caps, 
A guard of 300 volunteers mounted 
in the cathedral, and were drawn up 
ov each fide of the fouth and center 
aifles, in lines three deep, through 
which the proceffion moved, and 
were received by the whole with 
prefented arms. 

Three troops of voluntecr horfe 
were drawn up in Patrick’s Clofe 
during the inftallation, 

Gardiner’s horfe difmounted, did 
duty in the choir, and were placed 
as guards at the altar and entrance. 


The CeremoniaAt of the InstAt- 
LATION. 


On the proper precaution having 
been taken to guide the line of car- 
riages and of fpectators, and the 
itreets being lined with the regi- 
ments on Dublin duty, his excel- 
lency, preceded by his own car- 

viages, 
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riages, containing his houfchold, 
the ciquires of the fovereign, and 
the peer who bears the fword of 
ftate, and attended by a fquadron of 
cavalry, fet forward trom the caitle, 
and followed by the knights com- 

nions, each in a coach attended 

y their efquires ; and no other car- 

riage, fave thofe of the knights, 
were allowed to move in this pro- 
ceffion. 

Atthe door of the cathedral of 
St. Patrick his exccllency was met 
by the officers of the church and of 
the order, who attended him to the 
robeing-room. His excellency a- 
lone being in the full mantle, ha- 
bit, and collar of the order, the 
other knights in the furcoat only, 
and with their caps and feathers in 
their hands; their mantles, collars 
and {words having been previoufly 
fent to the chapter-room, 

As foon as his excellency notified 
his pleafure, the procctilion was made 
to the choir in the following man- 
ner, viz. 

Singing men, 
Prebends. 
Meflengers, 
Kettle drums, 
Trumpets. 
Purfuivants. 
Pages. 

Gentlemen at Large. 
Gentlemen of the Bed Chamber. 
Gentlemen of Horfe, Chamberlain 
and Gentleman Ufher. 
Steward and Comptroller. 
Efquires. 

Heralds. 

Knights. 

Ulfter, Regitter, and Uther. 
Genealogift, Chancellor, Secretary. 
Prelate. 

Sword of State, carried by Senior 


Peer. 
2 a O >. 
-~ = LordLicutenant, 5 © 
<u bi 
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Peers Sons. 
Train Bearer, 
Colonel of Bartle Axes. 
Bartle Axe Guards. 

Upon entering the choir the trum. 
pets, purfuivants, and other officers 
attending the proceflion, proceeded 
to their proper places, as well as 
his excellency’s fuite. The efquires 
three a-breait, made their reverence 
to the altar when they came Oppo- 
fite to the ftall of their knight, and 
then wheeled off to their refpective 
places; the knights entered two and 
two, and after the fame reverences 
proceeded to their ftalls, where 
they remained ftanding till his ex. 
cellency was feated, when they 
bowed all together, and feated them. 
felves. The choir then performed 
the coronation anthem ; alter which 
the ufher, king of arms, heralds, 
and purfuivants, attended with the 
three efquires of the fenior knight, 
went out with the ufual reverences 
for the infignia of the order, with 
which they returned in the follow- 
ing manner, viz. 

The principal Efguire bearing the 
banner turled. 
The two other Efquires bearing the 
mantle and the fword. 
Uliter carrying the great collar of 
the Order upon a blue velvet 
cufhion, 

When they had proceeded to the 
center of the choir, they remained 
there while the four great officers of 
the order proceeded to the ttall ot 
the faid fenior knight, after the 
ufual reverences to the fovereign’s 
ftall: the knight then defcended in- 
to the middle of the choir, where 
he was invefted with the fword, the 
mantle, and the collar, by the chan- 
cellor and regifter, after reading the 
admonitions preferibed, viz. _ 

Upon putting on the fword, 
“ Take this {word to the increafe of 


your honour; and in token and liga 
e! 
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ef the moft illuftrious order, which 


ou have received, wherewith you 
being defended may be bold ftrong- 
ly to fight in the defence of thofe 
rights and ordinances to which you 
be engaged, and to the juft and ne- 
ceflary lee of thofe who be op- 
pretfed and needy.” 

Upon putting on the mantle, 
« Receive this robe and livery of 
this moft illuftrious order, in aug- 
mentation of thine honour, and wear 
it with the firm and fleady refolu- 
tion, that by your character, con- 
duét, and demeanour, you may ap- 
prove yourlelf a true fervant of the 
Almighty God ; and a worthy bro- 
ther and knight companion of this 
mott illuftrious order.” 

Upon putting on the collar, 
« Sir, the loving company of the 
order of St. Patrick hath received 
you their brother, lover, and fel- 
jow, and in token and knowledge of 
this, they give you and prefent you 
this badge, the which God will that 
you receive and wear from hence- 
forth to his praife and pleafure, and 
to the exaltation and honour of the 
faid illuftrious order, and yourfelf.”’ 

They conducted him to his ftall, 
with the ufual reverences to the 
fovereigon; and he feated himfelf 
with his cap upon his head; imme- 
diately after which the efquire un- 
furled the banner, and the knights 
flanding up uncovered, Ulfter re- 
peated his ftyle in Eneglifh, and a 
proceflion was made to the altar, of 
the regifler and officers of arms, at- 
tended by the efquires with the ban- 
ner, which was delivered to Ulfter, 
who prefented it to the regifter, who 
placed it within the rails of the al- 
tar, After which, with the ufual 
reverences, the efquires proceeded 
totheir places, and the officers of 
arms proceeded with the efquires of 
the fecond knight in like manner as 
before. And when thefe ceremo- 
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nies were finifhed, the choir per. 
formed the Te Deum; after which 
a proceffion was made in like man- 
ner as before to the chapter-room, 
and from thence to the cattle, where 
the knights repofed themfelves till 
dinner was ferved; when a pro- 
ceffion was again made from the 
prefence-chamber to St. Patrick’s- 
hall, where the knights took their 
feats covered, viz. the grand maf- 
ter in the center, the prince’s chair 
on his left hand, the prelate and the 
chancellor at the two ends of the 
fovereign’s table, and the knights 
on each fide; and the efquires re- 
mained ftanding till after grace was 
faid, when they retired to the feats 
prepaied tor them. 

Towards the end of the firft 
courfe, when his excellency ftood 
up uncovered, the knights rofe un- 
covered, and the king of arms pro- 
claimed by the found of trumpet, 
that the grand matter and knights 
companions of the moft illuftrious 
order of St. Patrick drank the fo- 
vereign’s health. ‘The fecond courfe 
was then brought in with the ufual 
ceremonies; after which his excel- 
lency again ftood up, and the knights 
uncovered, Uliter again proclaimed 
that the grand maftcr, in the name 
of the fovereign, drank the healths 
of the knights companions. And 
at the end of the fecond courfe, all 
rifing again uncovered, the queen’s 
health was drank and proclaimed in 
the fame manner. The defert was 
then brought in, and during it the 
officers of arms, with the ufual re- 
verences, cried LaRGess thrice, 
and firit proclaimed the ftyle of the 
fovereign, and afterwards of each 
knight companion, who fucceflively 
ftood up during the faid proclama- 
tion. After which the knights, 
efquires, and officers attended the 
grand mafter to the prefence-cham- 
ber, where the ceremony was finith- 


ed; 
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ed; and the efquires and officers 
retired to the dinner prepared for 
them. 





The humble Addrefi of the Lord 
Mayor, Sheriffs, Commons, and 
Citizens of the City of Dublin, in 
Common Council affimbled, yp 
cd March with to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant. 


May it pleafe your Excellency, 
E, the lord mayor, theriffs, 
commons, and citizens ot the 
city of Dublin, in common council 
aflembled, unanimoufly think it our 
indifpenfible duty at this time to ap- 
proach your excellency with our 
fincere acknowledgments for your 
prudent and indetatigable regard to 
the honour and welfare of this 
country. 

Your excellency’s early attention 
to the removal of all doubts relative 
to the independency of the legifla- 
tion, and jurifdi@ion of the parlia- 
ment of Ireland, the general and 
eeconomical reform introduced into 
feveral departments of the ftate, and 
the many great and apparent ad- 
vantages we enjoy, and are likel 
to experience from your excellency’s 
wife, firm, and virtuous adminiftra- 
tion, muft at all fimes excite and 
demand the hiyhedt cxpreflions of 

ratitude, and make us earnettly fo- 
ante for the continuance of your 
government over a people aftection« 
ate to your perfon, and truly fen- 
fible of your honourable intentions. 

It has been juftly obferved, that 
all nations have experienced a pe- 
riod of exaltation, as well as of de- 

reflion, 

From an ill-judging policy, this 
kingdom felt the latter; from the 
well-timed and liberal fentiments 


which prevail, it ts likely te obtain 
the former, 
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We affure your excellency, thar 
the citizens expect che confumma. 
tion of this po bufinefs from a 
nobleman of independent fortune 
and principles, equally the friend of 
Great Britain and Ircland, and fen. 
fible their interetts are the fame; 
and they moft firmly rely on your 
goodnefs, that nothing in your power 
will be wanting to fecure to this na- 
tion the complete and perpetual en. 
joyment of conftitutional and com. 
mercial freedom, 

In that perfuafion we cannot but 
reprefent to your excellency, that 
as the time 1s critical and important, 
no circumftances whatfoever fhould 
induce a change which might pre- 
judice, but cannot benefit, this coun- 
try; and your excellency mut be 
convinced there are fituations in 
which the yielding, even to the 
finer teclings of the mind (however 
amiable in private life) muft be con- 
fidered as political error, anda de. 
fertion of public duty. 

Your excellency will pleafe to 
receive this addrefs, not as the ordi- 
nary and common compliment paid 
to perfons in your high flation, but 
asthe language of freemen fenfibly 
alarmed, who highly approve ot 
your conduct and revere your vir- 
tues, and who will not behold with 
indifference the moment which flall 
terminate yeur exccllency’s admini- 
ftration. 

In teftimony whereof we- have 
cauted the common feal of the faid 
city tobe hereunto affixed, this 7th 
day of March 1783. 

Which Addrefs being prefented to 
his Excellency the Lord Licv- 
tenant, he was pleafed to give the 
following anfwer : 

I am too fenfible to this addrefs of 
affectionate regard, to anfwer it in 
the common expreflions of good- 
will: my heart is indeed too tull; 
I truly feel an honcit pride in te 

ceiving 





ceiving fuch a teflimony of the 
feofe which the city of Dublin en- 
certain of my zeal to promote that 
frit object of my withes, the con- 
flitutional and commercial freedom 
of Ireland. To fuch an object I 
would gladly facrifice every private 
feeling ; and as long as I can flat- 
ter myfelf that my exertions are 
acceptable to his mayefty, or may be 
ferviceable to this kingdom, I will 
hope chat no circum{tanees will pre- 
vent me trom continuing to you 
that proof of my intereit in your 
profperity, which an waremitting 
attention to the great lines of an ho- 
neft government can fo truly give. 
But in every fituation, I never can 
forget how much I owe to your 
affection; and my conttant prayer, 
my conflant obje& will be, that 
the honour, ptide, and happinefs 
of Ireland may be perpetual, amd 
that it may be founded on the furett 
bafis of a liberal and conftitutional 
connexion with your filter kingdom, 


- 





Dublin Calle, OMober, 16. 
HE houfes of lords and com- 
mons having refolved upon 
humble addrefles to his majetty, 
the fame, tovcther with addrefles 
from both houfes to the lord lieu- 
tenant, were this day prefented to 
his excellency, and with his excel- 
lency’s anfwers, are as follow. 


To the KING’S Mott Excellent 
Majetty, 

The humble Addrefs of the Lords 
Spiritual and ‘Temporal, in Par- 
lament affembled. 

Mott Gracious Sovereign, 

WE your majefty’s moft dutiful 
and loyal fubjects, the lords {piri- 
tyal and temporal in parliament af- 
embled, beg leave to return our mott 
‘umble thanks te your majety fr 
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thofe gracious expreffions we have 
received from the throne, of that 
tender concern and paternal regard 
for the happinefs of this kingdom, 
which we have ever fo happily ex- 
perienced, 

Ymprefled at all times with the 
de&pett fenfe of your majefly’s good- 
nefs, we mofl thanktully acknow- 
ledye, as afrefli inflance of it, the 
placing us under the government of 
a nobleman, whofe amiable cha- 
racter, whofe integrity and abili- 
ties, afford every proipect of na- 
tional profperity to the country over 
which heis to prefide. 

The unequivocal proofs we have 
received from Great Britain of her 
facred regard for the adjuftment of 
our conititudon and commerce, 
made and etlablithed in the lat par- 
liament, not only afford us the 
fulleft fecurity for our conftitutional 
and commercial rights, but muf 
excite in us the warmett affection 
towards our fifter country, and 
{trengthen that union of fentiment, 
as well as of intereft, between the 
two kingdoms, upon which the 
power and happiacts of both fo ma- 
terially depend. 

To contribute to give permanency 
to that union, we beg leave humbly 
toaflure your majefty, it will ever be 
the firlt wifi of our hearts, as is ig 
will be the firtt objet of our endea- 
vours. 

We befeech your majetty to ac- 
cept our warmeft congratulations 
at the fuccefs whigh has artended 
your majelty’s anxious exertions to 
reftore the blefing of peace to your 
faithtul people, which mutt matu- 
rally give fipirit and effect to our 
commercial purfuits. And whilit 
it will enable both kingdoms to de- 
berate on the fureft means of in- 
Creafing our common profperity, 
we thall giveevery atten ion in our 
power to promote fuch meafures 


us 
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as fhall effe€tually fecure to us the 
folid benefits that mult arife from 
reciprocal affection. 

The happy increafe of your ma- 
jefty’s royal family, by the birth of 
a princefs, has afforded us that 
heartfelt fatistaction, which we can 
never fail to expericnce upon every 
increafe of your majefty’s domeftic 
happinels. 

Confcious of the wifdom of thofe 
meafures advifed by the privy 
council, which, through the mercy 
of divine Providence, have averted 
from the people the miferies of im- 
pending famine, we fhall gratefully 
concur in a parliamentary fanction 
ot the means purfued by govern- 
ment to prevent fo dreadful a cala- 
mity. 

We fhall alfo moft cheerfully 
concur in regulating the judicature 
ot the court ef adiniralty, as well 
as forming an eftablifhment for the 
polt-ollice. 

We are too fully convinced of 
the extreme importance ot the 
fiihery on our coaits, both to our 
national wealth and induftry, not 
tf beftow upon it every attention 
on our part, which may belt en- 
courage fo valuable a branch of our 
commerce, and bett prevent thofe 
frauds and impofitions, which are 
fo fatal to every infant undertaking. 

We fhall likewife contider the 
proteftant charter fchools, trom the 
humamty as well as wiidom of the 
inftitution, highly deferving of our 
care. 

We conceive the lhberal inten- 
tions of government to provide an 
afvium to the induftrious and dif- 
tre(led Genevans demand both our 
acknowledgments and warmett con- 
currence in every meafure that may 
promote the fetticment in this king- 
dom of fo ufetul a body of men. 
Bor whilft we thall endeavour to pro- 
cure every advantage fo our cuun- 
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try from that fettlement, we are 

likewife bound to prevent, as fir 

as potlible, every unneceffary ex 
pence with which the imeafure 
might be a:tended, 

We truft that the prefent parlia. 
ment will be diftinguithed in the an. 
nals of their country, for their wif. 
dom, temper, and moderation, and 
for the cfhcacy of their revulations 
to increafe the induftry, encouraze 
the manufactures, and extend the 
commerce of this kingdom, 

Whilft we thall endeavour to pro- 
mote fuch valuable and important 
objects to ourfelves, we fhall moft cor. 
dially confider the intere{t of Great 
Britain as immediately connected 
with our own ; 4nd ever having ex. 
pericnced the paternal beneticence 
of our moft gracious fovereign, we 
befeech your majefty to accept the 
tribute ot hearts deeply impreffed 
with gratitude, in earneftly implor- 
ing the divine goodnefs long to con- 
tinue your majefty’s aufpicious reign 
over a loyal, happy, and united 
people. 

W. Watts Gaver, 

Epw. Gayir, Cl. Par. 
His Excellency the Lord Licute- 
nant’s An{wer. 

} WILL take the carlieft oppor- 
tunity of tranfmitting this dutitul 
and loyal addrefs to be laid betore 
his majefty. 

To the King’s moft Excellent 

Majefty. 

The humble Addrefs of the Knights, 
Citizens, and Burgefles, in Pat- 
liament affembled, 

Moit Gracious Sovereign, 

WE your majefty’s moft dutiful 
and loyal fubjects, the commons ot 
Ireland, in parhament aflembled, 
bee leave to approach your majefty 


with fentiments of the moit une 
feigned 
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feigned attachment to your royal 
rfon and government, and to of- 
ter to your mayelty our grateful 
thanks for the appointment of a no- 
bleman co the government of this 
kingdom, whofe juftice, integrity, 
and abilities, afford the beft founded 
expectations ot national happinels 
and profperity uhder his adimini- 
ation. 
-— fincerity and good faith of 
Great Britain, fo abundantly tef- 
tified by the facred regard fhewn 
on her part to the adjuitment of our 
conftitution and commerce, demand 
ourwarmett acknowledgments, while 
we enjoy the full pofletiton of thofe 
confitutional and commercial ad- 
vantages which were fo firmly ef- 
tablithed in the laft parliament. 

We fhall carneftly concur in any 
meafute that may confirm and 
ftrengthen the mutual confidence of 
both kingdoms, and their union, 
in fentiment as well as ih inrereft. 
From thence the moft folid advan- 
tares muff arife to both kingdoms, 
and vigour will be added to the 
ftrength of the empire; 

Already do we teel the bleffings 

of peace; we intreat your majef- 
ty to accept our humble thanks for 
the happy completion of your anxi- 
ous endeavours to reftore that inefti- 
mablebleffing to your faithful people. 
We hope now to reap the fruits of 
our extended commerce, and in our 
deliberations we fhall look upon the 
increaling profperity of Great Bri- 
tain with tliat regard, which muil 
be the effe? of reciprocal affection. 
_ As affectionate fubjects, deeply 
intereited in the happinefs of our 
beloved fovereign, we learn, with 
the higheft fatistaction, the increafe 
of that happinefs in the birth of 
another princefs, 

We will immediately 
the nation " 


infpect 


ial accounts; and, haps 
¥ ‘OW sefin’s i 
PY ia your Majetty's jult reliance 





upon our loyalty, we will make 
fuch provilions as fhall be fitting 
for the honourable fupport of your 
majeity’s government, confiftently 
with the abilities of the nation, 

We adore the metcy of Divine 
Providence in averting from this 
people the miftrics of impending 
tamine ; and we will cheerfully con 
cur in a parliamentary fan¢ction of 
thofe wile and falutary meafuresy 
which government puriued by the 
advice ot the privy council. 

We. fhall lofe notime in the ne- 
ceffary manner tor regulating the 
judicature of the court of admirale 
ty, and for making a new eftablifh- 
ment to the pott-oflice, 

We fhall induttiioully perfevere in 
the improvement of out linen maé 
nufacture ; nor fhall we omit an ate 
tention to the fifhery, that promif- 
ing fource of induttry and wealth ¢ 
and we fhall endeavour to regulate 
the encouragements granted to it, fo 
as to produce the belt effects, and to 
prevent fraud and impojition. 

We thall likewile extend our care 
to the Protetiant charter-{chools. 

We fhal! readily forward the li- 
beral intentions of government to 
provide an afylum for the diitreffed 
Gerievans. Ingenious men have a 
claim to the proteciion of a ge- 
nerous nation. But our own coun- 
try is no lefs entitled to that care 
which it is our duty to exert in ae 
voiding unneccflary expence, and 
fecuring the utmoit advantages from 
the fettiement of the cmigrants. 

We truit that the wifdom and 
temper of this parliament will be 
manifefted in all its proecedings, and 
we fhall endeavour to ptofit by every 
opportunity which circumftances 
have afforded us of obierving the 
internal ftate of the country, and 
judging what regulations may bef 
encourage and extend its induttry, 
manufactures, and commerce. 


(I) Having 
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Having conftantly experienced 
the beneficence of our gracious 
fovercign in contributing to the wel- 
fare and happinefs of his faithful 
fubjects, we lay at your majeity’s 
feer the tribute of grateful hearts, 
earneftly befeeching the Divine 
Goodnefs long to continue the bleff- 
ings of your majefty’s aufpicious 
reign over a happy, united, and loyal 
people. 
Tuo. Ertris, Cl. Par. Dom, Com. 


His Excellency the Lord Licute- 
nant’s Anfwer. 


T WILL take the firft opportunity 
of trantmitting this dutifui and loyal 
addre{s to be laid before his majetty. 


"To his excellency Robert, Earl of 
Northington, Lord Lieutenant 
General, and General Governor 
ot Ireland. 


The humble Addrefs of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal in Par- 
liament aflembled. 


May it pleafe your Exellency, 

WE the lords fpiritual and tem- 
poral in parliament aflembled, pre- 
fent to your excellency our warmett 
thanks tor your mottexcellent {peech 
from the throne. 

We beg leave to congratulate 
your excellency and  ourfelves 
vpon your appointment to the go- 
vernment of this kingdom, at a 
period peculiarly aufpicious to Ire- 
land 

In the fulleft reliance upon your 
excellencies wildom, juftice, and 
integrity, we anticipate the advan- 
tares this kingdom mutt derive from 
your excellency’s adminiftration ; 
and conlider your excellency’s ap 
pointment to prefide in it as a freth 
inftance of his majefty’s paternal re- 
gard for the happineis ot his faith- 
tul people. 
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We are highly grateful for the 
warmth with which your excellency 
fignifies your fatisfaction at meeting 
us in the full poffeflion and enjoy- 
ment of thofe conititutional and 
commercial rights, which were fo 
firmly eftablithed in the laft par- 
liament. 

We truft that the unequivocal 
age given by Great Britain of 

er facred regard to the adjuftment 
then made with Ireland, cannot tail 
to cement the union, and firengthen 
the mutual confidence between the 
two kingdoms, the true interefts of 
which are and muft ever be infepar- 
able. 

We beg leave to fhare with your 
excellency in the fatisfaction you 
exprefs, at the fuccefs of his ma- 
jeity’s endeavours to reftore the blefl- 
ings of peace to his faithful people. 

We fhall, in purfuance of your 
excellency’s wife and feafonable ad. 
vice, thew our readinefs to deli- 
berate upon the meafures pointed 
out by your excellency, as well 
for regulating the judicature of the 
court of admiralty, and the new ef- 
tablifhment of the poit-office, as for 
promoting our commercial purfuits, 
and reaping the advantages to be de- 
rived from the reftoration of public 
tranquillity. Permit us to add, that 
the recommendation of thofe mea- 
fures by your excellency affords the 
the moft convincing evidence of 
your refpeét for the rights, and 
your capacity-to difcern and defire 
to promote the interefts of Ircland. 

The meafures purfued by go- 
vernment, by the advice of the 
privy council, to avert the mirferies 
of impending famine, if not ftrictly 
conformable to law, will appear, 
we doubt not, to have beeen urged 
by neceflity, and fo effential to the 
public good as to merit pariiamen- 
tary indemnification. 

We enjoy the higheit pleafure in 

every 
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every addition to the domeftic hap- 
pinets of our gracious fovereign, and 
participate in your excellency’s fa- 
tisfaction at the birth of another 
princefs. 

We truft our well known and moft 
fincere loyalty to his majefty, our 
confidence in the fincerity and 
faith of our fifter country, and the 
ample means we have lately ac- 
quired of becoming a great and com- 
mercial people, will difpofe us to 
carry on our confultations for his 
majefty’s honour and the good of 
our country, with that duty, tem- 
per, and unanimity, which can alone 
render them fuccefsful, and perpe- 
tuate the harmony between the two 
kingdoms : and with the firmeft re- 
liance on your excellency’s pure and 
difinterefted intentions towards us, 
we fhall to the utmoft of our power 
fupport the honour of his majeity’s 
government, and the eafe of your 
excellency’s adminiftration. 

Wm. Watts Gayar, 

Epw. Gaver, cl.Par. 


His Excellency’s Anfwer. 


I return your lordfhips my fincere 
thanks for this very honourable tef- 
timony of your good opinion, which 
it fhall be my conftant endeavour to 
improve. Be affured that my in- 
clinations, as well as my duty, will 
ever intereft me deeply in the prof- 
perity and happinefs of irelgnd. 


To his Excellency Robert Henley, 
Earl of Northington, Lord Lieu- 
tenant General and General Go- 
nernor of Ireland. 

The humble Addrefs of the Knights, 
Citizens, and Burgefles, in Par- 
liament affembled. 

May it pleafe your Excellency, 
WE his Majefty’s moft dutiful and 
loyal fubjeéts, the Commons of Ire- 
land, in parliament aflembled, beg 
leave to return your excellency our 
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fincere thanks for your excellent 
—_ from the throne. We con- 
ider it as a ftrong proof of his ma- 
jefty’s gracious attention to the hap- 
pinefs and profperity of Ireland, 
that he has been pleated to Commit 
the government of this kingdom to 
rour excellency, in whofe firmnefs, 
juftice, and integrity, we place the 
higheft confidence that the powers 
of government will be direéted to 
the true interefts of the people. 

We truft that your excellency 
will lay before his majefty the faith- 
ful and affectionate duty of his loyal 
fubjects of Ireland, and reprefent 
their cordial regard to Great Britain 
in its full light, thereby ftrengthen- 
ing the mutual confidence of both 
kingdoms, and uniting them infe- 

rably in fentiment, as they are 
in intereft, 

We will affiduoufly apply our- 
felves to the confideration of the 
pi | important objects which your 
excellency has recommended to our 
attention. And we cannot refrain 
from acknowleging with gratitug 
the intereft which your Retin. 
takes in the profperity of this king- 
dom, when in the very nature of 
thofe objects we trace the juft and 
generous fpirit which points them 
out to us. 

We will chearfully grant fuch 
fupplies, as after a proper invetftiga- 
tion of the aariona accounts, fhall 
7 to be fitting for the honour- 
able fupport of his majefty’s go- 
vernment, confidering the abilities 
of the country. 

Convinced of your execllency’s 
difpofition to promote the welfare 
and happinefs of this kingdom, we 
fhall prove ourfelves not unworthythe 
confidence you are pleafed to repofe 
in us, by contributing our beit en- 
deavours to the eafe and honour of 
your exceliency’s adminiftration. 

JT.Ettis, Cl, Par. Dom, Com. 
(I 2) 





| 


——_ 


ne! 








(132) PUBLIC 


His Excellency’s Anfwer. 


I return you my cordial thanks 
for this very affectionate and oblig- 
ing addrefs. It is my earneft defire 
to merit your confidence, and I fhall 


~anxioutly endeavour to juftify the 


favourable opinion you entertain of 
me by an uhremitting attention to 
the welfare and happinefs of this 
kingdom. 





By the Lord Lieutenant General and 
General Governor of Ircland. 


(L. S.) 
(Signed) NUGENT TEMPLE. 


To the Earl of Tyrone—The Right 
Hon. John Beresford—The Right 
Hon. Sir John “tg K.B. 
— The Right Hon. Henry Theo- 
philus Clements,—The Right 
Hon. John Forfter—The Right 
Hon. Luke Gardiner, — The 
Right Hon. Williams Wyndham 
Grenville, — The Right Hon, 
James Cuffe,—David La Touche, 
Efq. jun.—Andrew Caldwel, Efq. 
— Travers Hartley, Efq.—Alex- 
ander Jaffray, Efq.— And Mefirs. 
G. Ringler, —E. ClavitreeeDu 
Roveray,—E. Gafe,—Grenus,— 
and D’Ivernois. 

HEREAS the fieur D’Iver- 

nois did, by his memorial 

of the 27th of September laft, re- 
prefent unto ws, that, in confe- 
quence of certain alterations which 
had taken place in the political con- 
ftitution and government of the ftate 
of Geneva, a confiderable number 
of the citizens and inhabitants, at- 
tached to the bleflings of a free go- 
vernment, were difpofed, under af- 
furances of the enjoyment of cer- 
tain privileges and protection, to 
fettle themfelves in this kingdom, to 
bring with them their property, and 
to eftablif here thofe manufactures 
which had rendered the citizens of 
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that flate fo wealthy; and that the 
fum of fifty thoufand pounds fterling, 
Britith money, would be neceflary 
to enable the firft thoufand emi- 
grants to effect their purpofe, of 
which a fum, not exceeding one 
half, to be applied to detray the ex- 
pence of their journey, and the car- 
riage of their effects; and the re- 
mainder to be applied in the build- 
ing or providing houfes for their 
reception: and whereas we did lay 
the faid memorial before the lords 
of his majetty’s privy council, who, 
by their refolution of the 27th day 
ot September laft, expreffive of the 
importance of the object, and the 
advantages to be fecured to this 
kingdom by the acceffion of a body 
of refpeétable citizens, and to its 
commerce by the introduétion of a 
manufacture fo extenfive and bene- 
ficial, and by the immediate acqui- 
fition of a very material addition to 
the national wealth, did unanimoufly 
requeft, that his majeity would be 
gracioufly pleafed to take the fame 
into his royal confideration, and to 
adopt fuch meafures in this cafe as 
to his majefty’s great wifdom fhould 
feem meet: nl we having tranf- 
mitted the faid memorial and refo- 
lution to be laid before the king, his 
majefty hath been gracioufly pleafed 
to fignify his royal approbation of 
the defign aforefaid, founded upon 
principles fo truly interefting to 
yuftice and humanity; and of his 
royal difpofition to induce the 
faid merchants, artifts, and manu- 
facturers, citizens, or inhabitants of 
Geneva, to fettle in Ireland, under 
the conviction, that by their civil 
and religious principles, their in- 
duftry, and their loyalty, they 
would materially contribute to the 
advantage of this kingdom : 

Thefe are, therefore, to pray and 
to empower you to confult together, 
and to report unto us what agree- 

ments, 
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ments, regulations, warrants, and 
authorities will, in your opinion, be 
neceflary and proper for carrying 
his majeity’s gracious intentions into 
execution, under the heads follow- 
ing, viz. 

rit. For the grant of a fum of 
fifty thoufand pounds to certain 
{tate-otlicers, a to certain of the 
nobility and gentry of this realm, 
together with the fix commiffioners 
now in this kingdom from the Ge- 
nevans—The faid fum to be granted 
to them in truft for the ufe of the 
Genevans fettling in this country— 
whereof a fum, not exceeding one 
half, is to be applied to the charges 
of their journey, and the carriage 
of their effects ; to be diftributed by 
the faid commitioners, in fuch pro- 
portion as they fhall think equitable, 
upon the confideration of the: cir- 
cumilances, the character, and the 
talents of each emigrant; and the 
remiinder to be expended in the 
building a town, and fettling them 
therein. 

2dly. To confider the rights, pri- 
vileges, franchifes, and immunities 
to be granted to the inhabitants of 
the faid new-intended town; and fo 
foon as the faid general fyftem fhall 
have been fubmitted to, and ap- 
proved of by us, then to — a 
draught of a charter, which will be 
referred to the confideration of his 
majefty’s law fervants for their opi- 
nion, and afterwards fubmitted to 
his majefty for his royal approba- 
tion, granting to the faid citizens of 
the New Geneva, the eftablifhment 
of magiftrates, councils, or afflem- 
blies, with powers for regulating 
their internal concerns in fuch man- 
ner as fhall be moft agreeable to the 
laws under which they lived hap- 
pily in their own country, and as 
fhall be agreeable to the cuftoms and 
difpofitions of the people ; obferv- 
ing, nevert beleis, that, in no in- 
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ftance whatfoever, fuch municipal 
laws, or regulations, be repugnant 
to the laws of this kingdom ; and, 
in cafe that it fhould be neceffary to 
apply to parliament for farther 
powers for carrying fuch charters, 
or purpofes, into execution, then to 
pre a draught, or fcheme, of 
fuch bill, or bills, as may be ne- 
ceffary to be fubmitred to the legif- 
lature. 

3dly. To confider in what man- 
ner a fufficient portion of land thall 
be fecured to the faid citizens of 
Geneva; to examine and recom- 
mend, with all expedition, a fitu- 
ation for their new town, and to 
contider and prepare every arrange- 
ment which may expedite the cone 
ftruction of it; and to report in 
what mode the perfons arriving in 
this kingdom fhall, from time to 
time, be accommodated until the 
new town, or a fufficient portian 
thereof, fhall be erected for their 
reception ; as alfo, in what manner 
the faid houfes thall be diftributed 
to individuals, or a fufficient ground 
to thofe who may with to build at 
their own expence; and in what 
manner the freedom of the new 
town fhall be fecured to fuch per- 
fons (having been citizens or inha- 
bitants of Geneva, and pofleffed of 
thofe qualifications of conduct and 
of morals upon which the fuccefs of 
this eftablifhment muft depend) as 
are not yet arrived or naturalized ; 
fo that, upon their arrival and na- 
turalization, they fhall be entitled 
to the benefits of the body corpo- 
rate aforefaid. 

And whereas young perfons of rank 
and fortungiifrom all parts of Europe, 
reforted to the city of Geneva, to 
profit from the fyftem of education 
eftablifhed there, under profeffors of 
eminence in ufeful and liberal ftudies 
and acomplifhments; and whereas 
a {cbool or academy formed upon 
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the fame principles in this kingdom 
would forward his majefty’s gracious 
‘difpofitions for the encouragement 
of religion, virtue, and fcience, by 
improving the education and early 
habits of youth, and would remove 
the inducements to a foreign edu- 
cation; and being conducted with 
that attention to morality and virtue 
which hath diftinguifhed the efta- 
blifhments in that city, may attraét 
forcigners to refide in this kingdom 
for the like purpofe, we do farther 
pray and empower you to confider 
and digeft a plan for a fchool and 
academy of education to be efta- 
blifhed in the new colony, and to 
make a part of the conftitution 
thereof, under fuch inftitution and 
revulations, and with fuch privi- 
leves, as may beit contribute to the 
eads hereby propofed. 

And we do pray and empower 
you, that, after having given thefe 
jubjeéts in general the fulleft confi- 
deration, you do report unto us a 
particular detail of what fhall be 
thought moft fitting to be granted 
and ordered for the advantage and 
encouragement of the Genevans 
fettling in this kingdom aforefuid, 
and for the welfare and profperity 
of the new colony, that the necef- 
fary reprefentations thereupon may 
be laid hefore his majefty, without 
lofs of time ; fo that every facility 
may be given to the adoption of 
every meature calculated to give the 
faid citizens of Geneva the fulleit 
proofs of his majetty’s royal protec- 
tion and regard. 

Given, under our hand and feal 
of arms, at his majefty’s caftle of 
Dublin, the 4th day of April, 1783. 

By his excellency’s command, 

S. Hamiiton, 


The following letter was received by 
Mr. D’Ivernois, trom Mr. Secre- 
tary Hamilton ; 
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Dublin-Caftle, Aug. 18, 1783. 
Sir, 

I am commanded by my Lord 
Lieutenant to acquaint you, that he 
has figned a warrant to the proper 
officers to make out the draught of 
a commiffion, to be fubmitted to his 
majefty for his royal fignature, ap- 
pointing the feveral noblemen and 
gentlemen who are to be entrufted 
with the fettlement in this kingdom 
of the colony of Genevans, as alfo 
the draught of a royal letter, grant- 
ing the fum of 50,00cl. to thofe 
commiffioners for that purpofe. 

His excellency has alfo given far- 
ther direétions to the prime ferjeant, 
attorney, and folicitor general, to 
prepare a draught of a grant of a 
charter of incorporation the faid 
colony, and draught of fuch bills to 
be laid before the parliament at 
their next meeting, as fhall be re- 
quifite tor effecting the feveral pur- 
pofes defired. 

His excellency has at the fame 
time commanded me to aflure you 
of his cordial difpofition to the new 
fettlement, and of his intention to 
forward every meafure which fhail 
be neceflary for the protection and 
encouragement of the colony, with 
as much difpatch as the neceflary 
forms in a bufinefs of fo much im- 
portance will admit. 

J have the honour to be, 
With great regard, Sir, 
Your’s, &c. 
5. HamItton, 





The Petition of the People called 
QUAKERS, 


Jo the Commons of Great Britain, in 
Parliament, 


Sheweth, 


HAT your petitioners met in 
this their annual affembly, 
haying 
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having folemnly confidered the ftate 
of the enflaved Negroes, conceive 
themfelves engaged in religious 
duty, to lay the fuffering fituation 
of that unhappy people before you, 
as a fubject loudly calling tor the 
humane interpofition of the legif- 
lature. 

Your petitioners regret that a na- 
tion profeffing the Chriftian faith, 
fhould fo far counteract the princi- 
ples of humanity and juflice as by a 
cruel treatment of this opprefied 
race, and to fill their minds with 
prejudices againft the mild and be- 
neficent doétrines of the Gofpel. 

Under the countenance of the 
Jaws of this country, many thou- 
fands of thefe our tellow-creatures, 
entitled to the natural rights of 
mankind, are held, as perfonal pro- 
perty, in cruel bondage; and your 

etitioners being intormed, that a 
Bilt for the regulation of the Afri- 
can trade is now before the houle, 
containing a claufe which reftrains 
the officers of the African company 
from exporting Negroes ; your pe- 
titioners, deeply affected with a con- 
fideration of the rapine, oppreffion, 
and bloodfhed attending this trat- 
fick, humbly requeft that this re- 
ftriction may be extended to all per- 
fons whatfoever, or that the houfe 
would grant fuch other relief in the 
premifes, as in its wifdom may feem 
meet. 

Signed in and on behalf of our 
yearly meeting, held in Lon- 
don, the 16th day of 6th 
month, 1783. 





Report of rhe Surveyor-General of his 
Majefly's Woods and Forefts, of the 
State of the Inclofures inhis Mayefy’s 
Fore/ts, ix — of an Order of 
the Hon. Houfe of Commons. 

HAT no ground whatfoever 
has been melofed, in any of 
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his majefty’s forefts, &c. for the 
growth and prefervation of timber, 
fince the rit day of January, 1772, 
the period of time! limited in the 
faid order, except 1,000 ecres in 
the New Foreft, in the year 1775: 
but he%beliewes it will be farisfactory 
to know the prefent fate of all the 
grounds iaclofed tor that purpole, 
within his majetty’s forelts, previ- 
ous thereto, 

That in Dean Foreft an inclofure 
was made in the year 175%, to the 
amount of 2,@co acres; the fences 
of which were tor fome time kept 
up and contiued in good order ; bur, 
at length, fundry perfons, owners 
of cattle depafturing in the waite of 
that foreft, who had a right to make 
ule of fome highways therein, pre- 
fuming partly on the great extent 
of that inclofure (which through a 
mittaken parfimony, to bring the 
expences of making it as low as 
potlible, was required to be made in 
one piece only) but more, in the 
negligence and inattention of the 
perfons afterwards entru(ted with the 
care of his maje(ty’s forefts, under pre- 
tence of travelling through the fame, 
deviated from the highways to the 
remote and moft private parts there- 
of ; where they, without difcovery 
or interruption, made fo many 
breaches, trom which they alfo car- 
ried off the materials, that, on this 
confideration, and alfo for avoiding 
the great expence of repairing, or 
rather new making, the fences, and 
the inconveniences aforefaid, he 
judged it moft adviteable to leave it 
open, and reft contented with the 
benefits, fuch as they were, that had 
accrued to the trees growing thorein 
during the good ftate of thofe fences. 
Thofe of the other inclofures there, 
are in as good order, and the trees 
thereot as profperous, as can be ex- 
pected, whilit the laws for the pre- 
fervation of timber trees remain in 
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their prefent ftate of infufficiency 
for that purpofe; and he has the 
fatisfaction to find, that, norwith- 
ftanding the impediments ‘and incon- 
veniences to which this foreft is in 
that refpect peculiarly fubject (but 
which are all remediable), the bene- 
fits and advantages of thei!c inclo- 
fures are very vifible. ‘Thofe lateft 
made in this foreft being of fuch 
moderate fizes, as to be more eafily 
watched and kept4n repair; made 
at a much cheaper rate; and equally 
efiectual for the purpofe ; he pro- 
pofes. té advpt ‘the faine method, 
with regard to fach inclofures as he 
“may hereafter be diretted’to make. 

That the inclofures of the. New 
Foreft are in good repair; have well 
anfwered the purpote for which they 
were made; and have nuried up a 
« good ftock of young timber. 

That there have not been uny in- 
clofures, purpofely made for the 

rowth and prefervation of timber 
Re the ufe of his majefty’s navy, 
in any other of the king’s foretts : 
but in thofe of Whittlewood, Sal- 
cey, Rockingham, and Whichwood, 
there are a great many anciently in- 
clofed coppices, wherein the king’s 
trees are well preferved. 

That many thoufand acres of land 
in his majeily’s foretts may be in- 
clofed, and applied to raifing pines. 
There are alio, and will ever be, 
within the inclofures now in being, 
and hereafter to be made therein, 
fome parcels of ground, of a nature 
lefs fit for the growth of oaks, in 
which the faid {urveyor-general of 
his majetty’s woods and forefts pur- 
pofes to plant the fort of pines fir 
for mafts, yards, and bow(prits ; and 
nurferies are actually preparing for 
that purpofe: and, from his obterv- 
ations and experiments, and the 
concurring opinion of very good 
judges, he thinks it highly proba- 
ble, that making inclofures purely 
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for the laft mentioned ufe will be 
attended with fuccefs, and prove 
very advantageous to this kingdom, 
. Pritt, 
Surveyor General of his Ma- 
jefty’s woods and foretts, 





The folloxving Memorial of the Com- 
manding Officers of bis Mayefty’s 
Provincial Regiments and Corps in 
North America, wvas profented to 
Sir Guy Carietonin March 1783, 
and was by him tranfmitted to the 
Secretary of State, with a Letter 
Strongly recommending the cafe of 
the Provincial Officers to their gra- 


cious Sovereign. As his Mayefiy’ 5 
Minifiers took the matter into 


their ferious confideration, and alfo 
brought it before Parliament, it 
has we thought proper to publi / 
the Memorial, in order that the 

Nation may fee the merit of thole 
unfortunate men who folicited her 
protedtion. 

To his Excellency Sir Guy Carle- 
ton, Knight of the Moft Honour- 
able Order of the Bath, General 
and Commander in Chief of all 
his Majeity’s Forces in North 
America, within the Colonies ly- 
ing on the Atlantic Ocean from 
Nova Scotia to Weft Florida in- 
tlufive, &c. &c. 

The Officers commanding his Ma- 
jetty’s Provincial Regiments, for 

themfelves, and in behalf of others 
his Majetty’s faithful Subjects in 
America, now ferving in his Pro- 
vincial Forces, beg leave to repre- 
fent, 

‘T HAT the offer of indepen- 

dence to the American colo- 
nies by Great Britain, and the pro- 
bability that the prefent conteit will 
terminate in the feparation of the 
two countries, has filled the minds 
of his majetty’s provincial troops 
with the moi alarming apprehen- 
fions. - 
Thar, 
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That, from the pureft principles 
of loyalty and attachment to the 
Britith government, they took arms 
in his majetty’s fervice ; and, rely- 
ing on the juitice of their "caute, 
and the fupport of their fovereign 
and the Britifth nation, they have 
perfevered ‘with unabated zeal 
througi: all the viciffitudes of a ca- 
lamitous and an unfortunate war. 

That their hearts fill glow with 
loyalty to their fovereign, and the 
fame enthufiaitic attachment to the 
Britifh conftitution, which firft fti- 
mulated themto action, and nothing 
can ever wean their affections from 
that government under which they 
formerly enjoyed fo much happi- 
nefs. 

That their deteftation to that re- 
publican fyftem, which the leaders 
of the rebellion are aiming to etta- 
blith, the fatal effeéts of which are 
already felt, is unconquerable. 

That whatever {tipulations may 
be made at a peace fc rt the reftora- 
tion of the property of the loyalitts, 
and permiflion for them to return 
home; yet, thould the American 
provinces be fevered from the Bri- 
tifh empire, it will be utterly im- 
poflible for thofe who have ferved 
his majefty in arms in ghis war to 
remain in the country. ‘The per- 
fonal animofities that arofe from ci- 
vil diffenfions, have been fo height- 
ened by the blood that has been 
fhed in the conteft, that the parties 
can never be reconciled. 

That the officers of his majefty’s 
provincial forces have facrificed not 
only their property, but many of 
them very lucrative profeffions, and 
all their expectations from their 
rank and connections in civil fo- 
ciety. 

That numbers of them entered 
very young into the king's fervice, 
and have grown up in the ar- 
my; and having no other profef- 
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fion, and no family expeétations, or 
homes to go to, their friends being 
all involved in the common ruin, 
they look forward to the day of their 
being difbanded with extreme foli- 
citude. 

That many of them have wives, 
who, born to the faireft expecta- 
tions, and tenderly brought up, 
have been unaccuftomed to want ; 
and children about them, for w hofe 
education and future happinéls they 
feel the moft anxious concern. 

That many who have ferved his 
meee hs in his provincial troops, in 
fubordinate capacities, during this 
war, have been refpectable yeomen ; 
of yood connections, and ‘poffefted 
of confiderable property, which from 
principles of loyalty, and a fenfe of 
duty, they quitted, and in the courfe 
of this conteft have fhewn a degree 
of patience, fortitude, and bravery, 
almoft without example. 

That there are {till remaining in 
the provincial line a great number 
of men, who from wounds, and 
from diforders contracted in fervice, 
are rendered totally unable to pro- 
vide for their future fubfittence ; 
they therefore look up to that go- 
vernment, in whofe fervice they 
have fuffered with all the anxiety of 
men who have no other hope left: 
many of them have helplefs families 
who have feen better days. 

‘That the. widows and orphans of 
the provincial officers and foldiers, 
who have loft their lives in the king’s 
fervice, are many of them reduced 
to extreme poverty and difirefs, and 
have no profpect of relict but from 
the juftice and humanity of the Bri- 
tifh government. 

Thefe, Sir, are the difficulties and 
the apprehenfions under which his 
majefty’s provincial troops now la- 
bour; and to our excellency they 
look up for affiftance. 

Relying on the gracious — 
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of their fovereign to fupport and 
protect them, and placing the fullett 
confidence in your excellency’s be- 
nevolent interpofition, and favour- 
able reprefentation of their faithful 
fervices, they are induced to afk— 

That grants of lands may be made 
to them in fome of his majefty’s 
American provinces, and that they 
may be affifted in making fettle- 
ments, in order that they and their 
children may enjoy the benefits of 
the Britifh government. 

That fome permanent provifion 
may be made for fuch of the non- 
commiffioned officers, and private 
foldiers, as have been difabled, trom 
wounds, and from diforders con- 
tracted in his majetty’s fervice, and 
for the widows and orphans of the 
deceafed officers and foldiers. 

That as a reward for their faith- 
ful fervices, the rank of the officers 
may be permanent in America, and 
that they all may be entitled to half 
pay upon the reduction of their re- 
giments. 


Signed by the Commanding Of- 
ficers of Fourteen Provincial 


Corps. 
New York, March 14, 1783. 





The following areCopies of Letters from 
General Carleton and Admiral 
Disiys in anfwer to thofe dif- 
patched by Robert R. Living fion, 

Efq. Secretary for Foreign Affairs, 

on Arrival of the Triumph Sloop of 

War, Lieutenant Duquefue, from 

Cadiz. 


New York, March 26, 1783. 
SIR, 
Have received your letter of the 
24th inftant, inclofing a refolu- 
tion of congrefs of the fame date, 
taken in confequence of the arrival of 
the cutter Triumph, commanded by 
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lieutenant Du Quefne, with orders 
of the roth of February laft, given 
at Cadiz by vice-admiral D’Eftaing, 
for him to put to fea, and cruife on 
fuch flations as he fhall judge ‘moft 
likely to meet with flips of his na- 
tion, and inform them of the happy 
reconciliation of the belligerent 
powers, and to order all their fhips 
of war to ceafe hoftilities againtt 
thofe of Great Britain ; the preli- 
minary articles of a general peace 
being figned the 20th of January. 
You therefore are pleafed to expreis 
your expectation, that I would think 
the information thus conveyed, 
*¢ fufficiently authentic to juftify my 
** taking immediate meafures to ftop 
** the oder effufion of blood.” 
For my own part, I have hitherto 
abftained from all hoftilities; and 
this conduct I mean to continue, fo 
far as our own fecurity would per- 
mit ; but how great foever my de- 
fire is to put an entire ftop to the 
calamities of war, and whatever re- 
{pect this information may deferve, 
ret I do not find myfelf thereby 
juftified in recommending meafures, 
which might give facility to the 
fleets and armies menacing any part 
of the king’s poffeifions, to carry 
their hoftilities into execution. To 
adopt a meafure of this importance, 
it is neceflary I fhould receive orders 
from home, which I may reafonably 
expect every hour, as a cruifer fent 
out on other purpofes is alreadyarrived 
at Philadelphia; and I affure you, Sir, 
I only wait the official certainty of 
this great event, to affume the lan- 
guage, and the fpirit too, of the 
mott perfect conciliation and peace. 

I perceive, Sir, by the retolution 
inclofed in your letter, that congrefs 
has thought fit to confider this in- 
formation as authentic, and there- 
upon has taken one confiderable ftep 
towards the carrying the terms of 
peace into immediate execution, 

Another, 
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Another, not lefs important, I pre- 
fume has been taken, or is taking. 
With the ceffation of hoftilities, I 
perceive is connected, in the feventh 
article of the provifional treaty, an 
agreement, that ** all prifoners, on 
both fides, thall be fet at liberty.” 
Of this event, therefore, I hope 
likewife fpeedily to receive the very 
necefiary and welcome notice, as [ 
fhall find the hiygheft fatisfaction in 
feeing releafed on all fides, men 
upon whom the evils and calamities 
ot war have more peculiarly fallen, 
I am, Sir, 
Your moft obedient, 
humble fervant, 
Guy CarLeTon. 


Robert R. Living fon, E/7. 


New York, March 23, 1733. 
| SIR, 


I Have received your letter 
inclofing me the refolve of con- 
grefs, with a copy of a letter to his 
excellency Sic Guy Carleton ; but 
as I have as yet received no official 
accounts from England, I muft wait 
till you on your fide relieve our pri- 
foners, before I give that general 
relief to yours I fo much with. 
There can be no reafon for detain- 
ing our prifoners one moment, as 
congrefs muft fuppofe the peace 
figned. I hall take every precau- 
tion in my power, confiftent with 
my duty, to ftop any further mif- 
chief upon the feas; but fhould re- 
commend the preventing any veffels 
failing, as I have not yet received 
fufficient authority to enable me to 
withdraw my cruifers, 

Iam, Sir, 
Your very obedient, 
humbie fervant, 
Roseat Digsy. 


To Robert Living fon, 
£/j. bc. feo, 
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The following is the Addreft which 
wvas prefented by the Loyalifis at 
Port Rofeway. 

To his Excellency John Parr, Eth. 
Captain-General and Governor in 
Chief in and over his Majetty’s 
Province of Nova Scotia, in North 
America, Chancellor and Vice- 
Admiral of the fame, &c. &c. 


The Addrefs of the Affociated Loy- 
alifts fettled at Port Rofeway. 


May it pleafe your excellency, 


6 B accept our cordial congra- 
tulations upon your fafe ar- 
rival in this port, and to exprefs the 
fenfe we entertain of the high 
honour you have conferred upon 
this infant fettlement, fo happily 
begun under your aufpices, and the 
un{peakable drisfattion which your 
prefence diffufes among all ranks of 
people here. 

our excellency’s penetrating eye 
will foon difcover the improvements 
we have made in this place; and 
we flatter ourfelves that, when the 
difadvantages under which we have 
laboured are confidered, you will 
honour us with the epdicton of 
an induftrious people, not unworthy 
of your patronage. 

The attention which your excel- 
lency has paid to the eftablithment, 
and the good intentions you have 
been pleafed to exprefs of exerting 
your endeavours to render it perma- 
nent and flourifhing, are highly flat- 
tering to our hopes and ambition, 
and it shall ever be our ftudy to me- 
rit your countenance and protection. 

AMES ROBERTSON, 
ee M‘Ewen. 
Port Rofeway, July 21, 1783. 
To which his Excellency was pleafed 
to return the following Anfwer. 
Gentlemen, 

I Am highly gratified by your ad- 

drefs, and return you my beit thanks 
° fos 
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for the favourable fenfe you are 
pleafed to entertain of my arrival at 
Shelburne 

I confider the many and great im- 
provements which have already 
taken place in this infant fettlement, 
as reflecting the higheft honour on 
the induftry and exertions of its in- 
habitants ; and the commercial ad- 
vantages to be derived trom its fi- 
tuation, having one of the beft har- 
bours in the world, mutt render it 
permanent and flourithing. 

The intereit of thofe men who 
have fuffered from their loyalty to 
the hing, and attachment to the Bri- 
tith government, will be ever dear 
to me:—and I affure vou, gentle- 
men, I fhall have the highett fatis- 
faction in adopting fuch meafures as 
fhall contribute to the ettablifhment 
and profperity of the town of Shel- 
burne. 

J. Parr. 
Shelburne, July 22, 1783. 


To Henry Mowat, Efq. Com- 
mander of his Majeity’s fhip la 
Sophee. 

The Addrefs of the Affociated Loy- 
alifts of the town of Shelburne. 

SIR, 

WE beg leave to congratulate you 
on your return tothis fettlement, the 
truce interefts of which, we are happy 
in having the prefent opportunity to 
teftity, have fo greatly benefited by 
your prefence among us, That his 
excclleacy the governor of this pro- 
vince, has embarked in his majetty’s 
fhip under your command to vifit 
the town of Shelburne, we confider 
as a circumftance highly favourable 
to our hopes ; and we are filled with 
the moft perfect joy, to fee you in 
a fituation to give his excellency 
that full information as to our pre- 
fent ftate and wants, which your 
extenfive knowlege of us agd our 
concerns, of our paft fervices and 
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fufferings, renders you fo compe. 
tent to furnidh. 

We beg your acceptance of our 
beft wifhes for your honour and 
happinefs, and we hope that his ex- 
cellency the commander in chief on 
this flation will be gracioufly pleafed 
long to continue you in the direc- 
tion of the naval concerns of the 
different fettlements of loyalifts in 
this province; an employment, which 
your perfect knowlege of the coatt 
and country (the refult of your long 
and faithful fervices) and your zeal 
for the king’s intereft, fo eminently 
qualify, you to difcharge, to your 
own honour, for the public good, 
and to our entire fatisfaction, 

We have the honour to be, with 
the urmoft efieem, refpect, and gra- 
tude, Sir, 

Your mott obedient, &c. 
Shelburne, July 22, 1783. 
Captain blowar’s Anfwer. 
Gentlemen, 

Nothing can be more fatisfactory 
to me, than to underitand my con- 
duct meets your approbation ; and I 
can make no other return for the 
great honovr you have done me by 
this addrefs, than to affure you, my 
utmoit endeavours fhall ever be ex- 
erted to promote the interefts of the 
town of Shelburne. In affifting his 
majefty’s loyal fubjeéts, who are now 
fettling in this province, I claim no 
other merit than that of a due ex- 
ecution of admiral Digby’s orders, 
who has direéted the utmoft atten- 
tion to be paid to that object. 

I am highly flattered by the di- 
flinction his excellency governor 
Parr, has honoured me with, in 
making choice of his majeity’s fhip 
under my command, to carry him 
to vifit your fettlement; and I am 
happy to find you view that as a 
circumitence favourable to your 
hopes. 

I have the honour to be, with the 

fincerett 
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fincereft withes for the growth and 

profperity of your town, 
Gentlemen, 

Your mot obedient, 

And faithful humble fervant, 

H. Mowat. 

la Sophed, off Shelbu THe, 
Fuly 23, 1783. 





Several Gentlemen, on the 8th of Au- 
xu, waited _ ont bis Exceilene y the 
Commander in Chief, vith the fel- 
bowing Memorial, which met avith 
a moft favourab e Reception. 


To his Excellency Sir Guy Carleton, 
Knight of the moft »onourable Order 
of the Bath, General and Cone 
mander in Chief es 

The Memorial of the Subjcribers bume 
bly Shewet/, 


HAT your memorialifts hav- 
ing been deprived of very va- 
luable landed eftates, and confider- 
able perfonal properties without 
their lines, and being alfo obliged to 
abandon their poffeflions in this city, 
on account of their loyalty to their 
fovereign, and attachment to the 
Britith conftitution, and feeing no 
profpect of their being rekedigiad, 
had determined to remove with their 
families, and fettle in his majefty’s 
province of Nova Scotia, on the 
terms which they underftood were 
held out equally to all his majefty*s 
perfecuted fubjedts. 

That your memorialifts are much 
alarmed at an application which they 
are informed fitty-five perfons have 
joined in to yourexcellency, foliciting 
a recommendation for tracts of land 
in that province, amounting together 
to two hundred and feventy-five 
thoufand acres ; and that they have 
difpatched forward agents to furvey 
the unlocated lands, and fele&t the 
moft fertile fpots, and defirable fi- 
tuations. 
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That, chagrined as your themori- 
aliits are at the manner in which the 
late conteft has been terminated, and 
difappointed as they find themfelves 
in being left to the lenity of their 
enemies, on the dubious recommen- 
dation of their leaders, they B ay 
hoped to find an afylum under Bri- 
tith protection, little fufpecting there 
could be found amongtt their tellow 
fufterers, perfons ungenerous enough 
to attempt engrofiing to themfelves 
fo difproportionate a thare of what 
government allotted for their com- 
mon benefit, and fo different from 
the original propofals. 

That your memorialifts apprehend 
fome mifreprefentations have been 
ufed to procure fuch extraordinary 
recommendations, the applications 
for which have been moft itudioully 
concealed, until now that they boatt 
its being too late to prevent the ef- 
fe&t. Nor does ix leflen your me- 
morialifts furprize to obferve, that 
the perfons concerned (feveral of 
whom are going to Britain) are moft 
of them in eafy circumftances, and, 
with fome exceptions, more diftin- 
guifhed by the repeated favours of 
government, than by either the 
greatnefs of their fufferings or the 
importance of their fervices, 

That your memoralitts cannot 
but regard the grants in queftion, if 
carried into effect, as amounting 
nearly to a total exclufion of them- 
felves and families, who, if they be- 
come fettlers, muft either content 
themfelves and families with barren 
or remote lands, or fubmirt to be te- 
nants of thofe, moft of whom they 
confider as their fuperiors in nothing 
but deeper art and keener policy— 
Thus circumftanced, 

Your memorialifts humbly implore 
redrefs from your excellency, and 
that enquiry be made into their ref- 
pective loffes, fervices, fituations, 
and fufferings ; and if your memo- 


rialitts 
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rialifts thall be found equally entitled 
to the favour and protection of go- 
vernment with the tormer applicants 
—that they may be ail put on an 
equal footing ; but fhould thofe who 
firft applied, be found, on a fair and 
candid enquiry, more deferving 
than your memorialifts, then your 
memorialifts humbly requett, that 
the locating their extenlive grants 
may at leaft be poftponed, until 
your memorialiits have taken up fuch 
finall portions as may be allotted to 
them. 
And your memorialifts, 
As in duty bound, 
Shall ever pray, &c. 
New-York, Aug. 15, 
1783. , 

*..* The memorial was figned by 

fix hundred and thirty. 


His Exceliency’s Anfwer was to the 
following Efe. 

That his excellency, within thefe 
few days, has had reafon to believe, 
that no one petfon will obtain a 
barger grant of lands in Nova Scotia, 
than one thoufand acres—That the 
power of iffuing patents for lands 
there, refides folely in the governor, 
to whom his excellency will imme- 
diately forward the memorial ; 
which, he apprehends, will arrive 
before patents can be made out for 
the tract of land mentioned in t— 
And that it was his opinion, no per- 
fons fhould be allowed to take up 
lands in that province but thofe who 
mean to refide there, till the loyal- 
ifts are firft ferved ; and that his ex- 
cellency will do every thing in his 

wer for the memornialifts, and be- 
en they will have no caufe to 
complain. } 

‘The committee were alfo inform- 
ed trom the moft refpectable autho- 
rity, thatthe report of all the lands 
being occupied about Port Rofeway, 
is groundlefs, Governor Parr, who 
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is extremely folicitous to do juftice 
to every individual, having made a 
referve of a fufficient quantity of 
land there, for the accommodation 
of thofe loyalifts who {till propofe 
to embark for that place. 


_——— 





Copy of a Letter from his Excellen- 
cy Sir Guy Carleton, Baronet, ce. 
te. Ee. to the Prefident of the 
American Congrefi. 


New-York, Aug. 17th, 1733. 
SIR, 
6 June packet lately arrived, 


has brought me final orders 
for the evacuation of this place ;_ be 
pleafed, fir, to inform congrefs of 
this proof of the perfeverance of the 
court of Great Britain, in the pa- 
cific fyitem expreficd by the provi- 
fional articles, and that I fhall lofe 
no time, as far as depends upon me, 
in fulfilling his majefty’s commands. 

But notwithftanding my orders 
are urgent to accelerate the total eva- 
cuation, the difficulty of affigning 
the precife period for this event is 
of late greatly increafed. 

My correfpondence with general 
Wathington, governor Clinton, and 
Mr. Livingfton (your late fecretary 
for foreign affairs) early fuggeited 
the impediments, tending to retard 
this fervice. A letter to Mr. Liv- 
ingflon of 6th of April, two more to 
gen Wathington of the 1oth of 

ay and roth of June, with feveral 
fo governor Clinton, ftating many 
hoftile proceedings within the {phere 
of his authority, are thofe to which 
I refer; copies of fome of thefe let- 
ters I enclofe, though I am doubtlefs 
to prefume, the congrefs to be in- 
formed of all tranfactions material 
to the general direétion of their af- 
fairs. 

The violence in the Americans, 

which 
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which broke out foon after the cef- 
fation of hoftilities, increafed the 
number of their countrymen to look 
to me for efcape from threatened de- 
ftruétion ; but thefe terrors have of 
late been fo confiderably augmented, 
that almoft all within thefe lines 
conceive the fafety both of their pro- 
perty and of their lives, depend 
upon their being removed by me, 
which renders it impoffible to fay 
when the evacuation can be com- 
pleted. Whether they have jut 
ground to affert, that there is either 
no government within your limits 
for common protection, or that it 
fecretly favours the committee in 
the fovereignty they affume, and are 
actually exercifing, 1 fhall ae bee 
tend to determine; but as the daily 
gazettes and publications furnifh re- 
peated proofs, not only pf a difre- 

ard to the articles of peace, but as 
Cehenepite menaces from committees 
formed in various towns, cities, and 
diftriéts, and even at Philadelphia, 
the very place which the congrefs 
had chofen for their refidence, I 
fhould fhew an indifference to the 
feelings of humanity, as well as to 
the honour and intereft of the na- 
tion whom I ferve, to leave any 
of the loyalifts that are defirous to 
quit the country, a prey to the vi- 
olence they conceive they have fo 
much caufe to apprehend, 

The congrefs will hence difcern 
how much it will depend on them- 
felves and the fubordinate legifla- 
tures, to facilitate the fervice I am 
commanded to perform, by abating 
the fears they will hereby diminith 
the number of the emigrants. But 
fhould thefe fears continue and com- 

1 fuch multitudes to remove, I 
fhall hold myfelf acquitred from 
every delay in the fulfilling my or- 
ders and the confequences which 
may refult therefrom ; and I can- 
not avoid adding, that it makes no 
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{mall on of my concern, that the 
congrefs have thought proper to fuf- 
peal to this late Ene recommen- 
dations ftipulated by the treaty, and 
in the punctual performance of 
which, the king and his minifters 
have expreffed fuch entire confi- 
dence. 
Iam, fir, your exceilency’s 
Mott obedient, and 
Mott humble fervant, 


Guy CarLetor. 
His excellency Elias Boudinot, ef. 





4 circular Letter from his Exellency 
George Walbington, Commander in 
chief of the Armies of the United 
States of America, dated June 18, 
1783. 

Head-Quarters, Newburgh, June 
18:4, 1782. 
SIR, 
HE great object for which I 
I had the honour to hold an 
appointment in the fervice of my 
country, being accomplifhed, I am 
now preparing to refign it into the 
hands of congrefs, and return to 
that domeftic retirement, which, it 
is well known, I left with the great- 
eft reluGtance; a retirement for 
which I have never ceafed to figh 
through along and painful abfence, 
in which (remote from the noife 
and trouble of the world) I meditate 
to pafs the remainder of life in a 
ftate of undifturbed repofe : but, be- 
fore I carry this refolution into ef- 
fect, I think it a duty incumbent 
on me to make this my laft official 
communication, to congratulate you 
on the glorious events which heaven 
has been pleafed to produce in our 
favour, to offer my fentiments re- 

{petting fome important fubjects, 

which appear to me to be intimately 

connected with the tranquillity of the 

United States, to take my leave of 

yout 
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your excellency as a public charac- 
ter, and to give my final bleiling to 
that country in whofe fervice I have 
{pent the prime of my life; for 
whofe fake [ have confumed fo many 
anxious days and watchful nights ; 
and whofe happinefs, being extreme- 
ly dear to me, will always conttitute 
no inconfiderable part of my own. 

Imprefied with the livelieft fenfi- 
bility on this pleafing occafion, | 
wili claim the indulgence of dilating 
the more copioutly on the fubject of 
our mutual felicitation. When we 
confider the magnitude of the prize 
we contended for, the doubtful na- 
ture of the conteft, and the favour- 
able manner in which it has termi- 
nated ; we fhall find the greateft pof- 
fible reafon for gratitude and rejoic- 
ing: this is a theme that will afford 
infinite delight to every benevolent 
and liberal mind, whether the event 
in contemplation be confidered as 
a fource of prefent enjoyment, or 
the parent of future happinefs ; and 
we fhall have equal occation to feli- 
citate ourfelves on the lot which Pro- 
vidence has affigned us, whether we 
view it in a natural, a political, or 
moral point of view. 

The citizens of America, placed 
in the moft enviable condition, as the 
fole lords and proprietors of a vatt 
tra& of continent, comprehending 
all the various foils and climates of 
the world, and abounding with all 
the neceflaries and conveniences of 
life, are now, by the late fatisfac- 
tory pacification, acknowleged to be 

flefled of abfolute freedom, and 
independency ; they are from this 
period to be confidered as the actors 
on a moft confPicuous theatre, which 
feems to be apg defigned by 


Providence for the difplay of human 
greatnefs and felicity : here they are 
not only furrounded with every 
thing that can contribute to the com- 
pletion of privac and domettic en- 
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soyment, but heaven has crowned 
all its other bleffings, by giving a 
furer opportunity for political hap- 
pinefs, than any other nation has 
ever been favoured with. Nothing 
can illuftrate thefe obfervations more 
forcibly than a recollection of the 
happy conjuncture of times and cir- 
cumitances, under which our Re- 
public affumed its rank among the 
nations. The foundation of our 
empire was not laid in a gloomy age 
of ignorance and fuperitition; but at 
an epocha when the rights of man- 
kind were better underftood and 
more clearly defined, than at any 
former period: refearches of the 
human mind after focial happinefs 
have been carried toa great extent : 
the treafures of knowlege acquired 
bythe labours of philofophers, fayes, 
and legiflators, through a long a. 
ceilion of years, are laid open for 
ufe, and their collected wifdom may 
be happily applied in the eitablith- 
ment of our forms of government : 
the free cultivation of letters, the 
unbounded extenfion of commerce, 
the progreffive refinement of man- 
ners, the growing liberality of fen- 
timent, and, above all, the pure 
and benign light of revelation, have 
had a meliorating influence on man- 
kind, and increafed the bleflings of 
fociety. At this aufpicious period 
the United States came into exiftence 
as a nation, and if their citizens 
fhould not be completely free and 
happy, the fault will be entirely 
their own. 

Such is our fituation, and fuch 
are our profpects ; but notwithftand- 
ing the cup of bleffing is thus reach- 
ed out to us, notwithflanding hap- 
pinefs is ours, if we have a Fifpoli- 
tion to feize the occafion, and make 
it Our own; yet it appears to me, 
there is an option ftill left to the 
United States of America, whether 
they will be refpectable and profper- 


Ous, 
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ous, or contemptible and miferable 
asa nation ; this is the time of their 
political probation ; this is the mo- 
ment, when the eyes of the whole 
world are turned upon them; this 
is the moment to eftablifh or ruin 
their national character for ever ; 
this is the favourable moment to 
give fuch a tone to the foederal go- 
vernment, as will enable it to an+ 
fwer the ends of its inftitution ; or 
this may be the ill-fated moment for 
relaxing the powers of the union, 
annihilating the cement of the con- 
federation, and expofing us to be- 
come the fport ot European politics, 
which may play one tate againtt an- 
other, to prevent their growing im- 
portance, and to ferve their own in- 
terefted purpofes. For, aceardingto 
the fyftem of policy the States fhall 
adopt at this moment, they will 
ftand or fall! ;—and, by their confir- 
mation or lapfe, it is yet to be de- 
cided, whether the revolution mutt 
ultimately be confidered as a bleff- 
ing or a curfe ;—a blefing or a 
curfe, not to the prefent age alone, 
for with our fate will the deftiny of 
unborn millions be involved, 

With this conviction of the int- 

rtance of the prefent crifis, filence 
in me would be a crime; I will 
therefore {peak to your excellency 
the language of freedom and fin- 
cerity, without difguife. Iam aware, 
however, thofe who differ from me 
in political fentiments, may, per- 
haps, remark, I am {tepping out of 
the proper line of my duty; and 
they miay poffibly afcribe to arro- 
gance or oftentation, what I know 
is alone the refult of the pureft in- 
tention ; but the rectitude of my 
own heart, which difdains fuch un- 
worthy motives; the pare I have 
hitherto aéted in life, the determi- 
nation I have formed of not takin 
any fhare in public bufinefs hereat- 
ter; the ardent defire I feel and 

178 3, 
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fhall continue to manifeft, of quietly 
enjoying in private hie, after all the 
toils of tar, the benefits of a wite 
and liberal government, will, I flat. 
ter myfelf, fooner or later, convince 
my countrymen, that I could have 
no finifter views in delivering, with 
fo little referve, the opinions cou- 
tained in this addrefs, 

There are fout things which [ 
humbly conceive are eflential to the 
well being, I may even venture to 
fay, to the exiftence of the United 
States, as an independent power. 

ift An indiffoluble union of the 
States under one federal head. 

adly. A facred regard to public 


juftice, 


3dly. The adoption of a proper 
peace eftablifhment. And, 

4thly. The prevalence of that 
pacific and friendly difpofition 
ameng the people ot the United 
States, which will induce them td 
forget their local prejudices and po- 
licies, to make thofe mutual concef- 
fions which are requifire to the ge- 
neral profperity, and, in fome in- 
ftances, to facrifice their individual 
advantages to the intereit of the 
community, 

Thefe are the pillars on which 
the glorious fabric of our indepen- 
dency and national character mutt 
be fupported. Liberty is the bafis 
—and whoever would dare to fap 
the foundation, or overturn the 
ftruure, under whatever fpecious 
pretexts he may attempt it, will 
merit the bittereit execration, and 
the fevereft punifhment, which can 
be inflicted by his injured country. 

On the three firft articles I will 
make a few obfervations, leaving 
the laft to the good fenfe and ferious 
confideration of thofe immediately 
eoncerneds 

Under the firft head, although it 
may not be neceflary or proper for 
me in this place to enter into a par- 


(K) ticular 
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ticular difquifition of the principles 
of the union, and to take up the 
great queflion which has been fre- 
quently agitated, whether it be ex- 
pedient and requifite for the States 
to delegate a large proportion of 
power to congrefs, or not; yet it 
will be a part of my duty, and that 
of every true patriot, to aflert, with- 
out referve, and to infilft upon the 
following pofitions. That unlefs 
the States will fuffer congrefs to ex- 
ercife thofe prerogatives they are un- 
doubtedly invefted with by the con- 
ftitution, every thing muft very ra- 
pidly tend to anarchy and confufion. 
That it is indifpenfible to the hap- 
pinefs of the individual States, that 
there fhould be lodged, fomewhere, 
a fupreme power, to regulate and 
govern the general concerns of the 
confederated republic, without which 
the union cannot be of long dura- 
tion. 

‘That there muft be a faithful and 
pointed compliance on the part of 
every State with the late propofals 
and demands of congrefs, or the 
moft fatal confequences will enfue. 
That whatever meafures have a ten- 
dency to diffolve the union, or con- 
tribute to violate or leffen the fove- 
reign authority, ought to be confi- 
dered as hoftile to the liberty and 
independency of America, and the 
authors of them treated according- 
ly. And laitly, that unlefs we can 
be enabled by the concurrence of 
the States to participate of the fruits 
of the revolution, and enjoy the elf- 
fential benefits of civil fociety, un- 
der a form of government fo free 
and uncorrupted, fo happily guard- 
ed againft the danger of oppreffion, 
as has been devifed and adopted by 
the articles of confederation, it will 
be a fubjeét of regret, that fo much 
blood and treafure have been lavifh- 
ed for no purpofe ; that fo many fuf- 
ferings have been encountered with- 

ve 
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out a compenfation, and that fe 
many facrifices have been made in 
vain. Many other confiderations 
might here be adduced to prove, 
that without an entire conformity to 
the fpirit of the union, we cannot 
exiit as an independent power. It 
will be fufficient for my purpofe to 
mention but one or two, which feem 
to me of the greateft importance. It 
is only in our united character, as 
an empire, that our independence is 
acknowleged, that our power can 
be regarded, or our credit fupported 
among foreign nations. ‘J he trea- 
ties of the European powers, with 
the United States of America, will 
have no validity on the diffolution 
of the union. We fhall be left 
nearly in a ftate of nature ; or we 
may find by ovr own unhappy ex- 
perience, that there is a natural and 
neceflary progreflion from the ex- 
treme of anarchy to the extreme of 
tyranny ; and that arbitrary power 
is moft eafily eftablifhed on the ruins 
of liberty abufed to liceatioufnefs. 
As to the fecond article, which 
refpects the performance of public 
juftice, congrefs have, in their late 
addrefs to the United States, almoft 
exhaufted the fubject; they have 
explained their ideas fo fully, and 
have enforced the obligations the 
States are under to render complete 
juftice to all the public creditors, 
with fo much dignity and energy, 
that in my opinion, no real friend 
to the honour and independency of 
America can hefitate a fingle mo- 
ment refpecting the propriety of com- 
plying with the jut and honourable 
meaiures propofed; if their argu- 
ments do not produce conviction, I 
know of nothing that will have 
greater influence, efpecially when 
we reflect that the fyitem referred to, 
being the refult of the collected wif- 
dom of the continent, muft be ef- 
teemed, if not perfect, certainly the 
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leaft objeGtionable of any that could 
be deviled ; and that, it it fhall not 
be carried into immediate execu- 
tion, a national bankruptcy, with 
all its deplorable a will 
take place, before any different plan 
can poffibly be propofed or adopt- 
ed; fo preiling are the prefent cir- 
cumftances, and fuch is the alter- 
native now offered to the States. 

The ability of the country to 
difcharge the debts, which: have 
been incurred in its defence, is not 
to be doubred. An inclination, I 
flatter myfelf, will not be wanting ; 
the path of our duty is plain before 
us; honefty will be found on every 
experiment, to be the beit and only 
true policy. Let us then, as a na- 
tion, be juft;. let us fulfil the pub- 
lic contracts which congrefs had 
undoubtedly a right to make for the 
purpofe of carrying on the war, 
with the fame good faith we fup- 
pofe ourfelves bound to perform our 
private engagements, In the mean 
time let an attention to the chear- 
ful performance of their — bu- 
fineis, as individuals, and as mem- 
bers of fociety, be earneftly incul- 
cated on the citizens of America; 
then will they ftrengthen the bands 
of government, and be happy un- 
der its protection. Every one will 
reap the fruit-of his labours; every 
one will enjoy his own acquifitions, 
without moleftation and without 
danger. 

in this ftate of abfolute freedom 
and perfect fecurity, who will 
grudge to yield a very little of his 
property to fupport the common 
interetts of fociety, and enfure the 
protection of government? Who 
does not remember the frequent 
declarations at the commencement 
of the war, that we thould be 
completely fatisfied, if at the ex- 
pence of one half, we could defend 
the remainder of eur pofletlions ? 
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Where is the man to be found, who 
wifhes to remain indebted for the 
defence of his own perfon and pro- 
perty to the exertions, the bravery, 
and the blood of others, without 
making one generous effort to pay 
the debt of honour and of grati- 
tude? In what part of the conti- 
nent fhall we find any man, or bo- 
dy of men, who would not bluhh to 
ftand up, and propofe meafures pur- 
pofely calculated to rob the foldier 
of his ftipend, and the public cre- 
ditor of his due? And were it pof- 
fible that fuch a flagrant inftance of 
injuitice could ever happen, would 
it not excite the general indigna- 
tion, and tend to bring down, up- 
on the authors of fuch meafures, 
the aggravated vengeance of heaven? 
If, atter all, a fpirit of difunion, 
ora temper of obitinacy and per- 
verfenefs fhould manifeft itfelf in 
any of the ftatés; if fuch an un- 
gracious difpofition fhould attempt 
to fruftrate all the happy effects that 
might be expected to tlow from the 
unton; if there fhould be a refufal 
to comply with the requifitions for 
funds to difcharge the annual inte- 
reft of the public debts, and if thar 
refufal thould revive .all thofe jea- 
loufies, and produce all thofe evils 
which are now happily removed, 
congrefs, who have in all their 
tranfactions fhewn a great degree 
of magnanimity and: juftice, will 
ftand juttified in the fight of God 
and man! And that ftate alone, 
which puts itfelf in oppofition to 
the aggregate wifdom of the conti- 
nent, and follows fuch mittaken and 
pernicious councils, will be refpon- 
fible for all the confequences, 

For my own part, confcious of 
having acted while a fervant of the 
pants, in the manner I conceived 

ft fuited to promote the real inte- 
refts of my country ; having, in con- 
feqaence of my fixed belicf, in fome 
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meafure, pledged myfelf to the ar- 
my, that their country would final- 
ly do them complete and ample juf- 
tice, and not willing to conceal any 
inftance of my official conduct from 
the eyes of the world, [ have thought 
pevess to tranfmit to your excel- 
ency the inclofed collection of pa- 
pers, relative to the half-pay and 
commutation granted by gongrels 
to the officers of the army: trom 
thefe communications, my decided 
fentiment will be clearly compre- 
hended, together with the conciu- 
five reafons, which induced me at 
an early period, to recommend the 
adoption of this meafure in the moit 
earneft and ferious manner. Asthe 
proceedings of congrefs, the army, 
and myfelf, are open to all, and 
contain, in my opinion, fufficient 
information to remove the preju- 
dice and errors which may have been 
entertained by any, I think it un- 
neceflary to fay any thing more, 
than juit to obferve, that the refo- 
lutions of congrefs, now alluded to, 
are as undoubtedly and. abfolutely 
binding upon the United States, as 
the moft folemn acts of confedera- 
tion or legiflation. 

As to the idea, which I am in- 
formed, has in fome inftances pre- 
vailed, that the half-pay and com- 
mutation are to be regarded merely 
in the odious light ot a penfion, it 
ought to be exploded for ever: that 
provifion fhould be viewed, as it 
teally was, a reafonabie compenfa- 
tion offered by congreis, at a time 
when they had nothing elfe to give 
to officers of the army, for fervices 
then to be performed: it was the 
_only means to prevent a total dere- 
liétion of the fervice: it was a part 
ef their hire. I may be allowed to 
fv, it was the price of their blood, 
and of your independency; it is 
therefore more than a common debt, 
it is a debt of horiour; it can never 
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be confidered asa penfion or gra- 
tuity, nor cancelled until it is fairly 
difcharged. 

With regard to the diftinétion 
between ofhcers and foldiers, it is 
fufficient that the uniform experi- 
ence of every nation of the world, 
combined with our own, proves the 
utility and propriety of the difcri- 
mination. Rewards in proportion 
to the aid the public draws from 
them, are unqueitionably due to all 
its fervants. In fome lines, the 
foldiers have perhaps generally had 
as ample compenfation for thew fer- 
vices, by the large bounties which 
have been paid them, as their offi- 
cers will receive in the propoied 
commutation; in others, if befides 
the donation of land, the payment 
of arrearages of clothing and wages 
(in which articles all the compon- 
ent parts of the army muft be put 
upon the fame footing) we take into 
the efiimate, the bounties many of 
the foldiers have received, and the 
gratuity of one year’s full pay, 
which is promifed to all, poffibly 
their fituation (every circumftance 
being duly confidered) will not be 
deemed lefs eliyible than that of the 
oficers. Should a farther. reward, 
however, be judged equitable, I 
will venture to aflert, no man will 
enjoy greater fatisfaction than my- 
felf, an exemption from taxes for a 
limited time (which has been peti- 
tioned for in fome inftances) or any 
other adequate immunity or com- 
penfation granted to the brave de- 
fenders of their country’s caufe; but 
neither the adoption or rejection of 
this propofition will, in any manner 
affect, much lefs militate againft the 
at of congrefs, by which they have 
offered five years full pay, in lieu of 
of the half-pay for lite, which. had 
been before promifed to the officers 
of the army. 

Before 1 conglude the fubject on 
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public juftice, I cannot omit to men- 
tion the obligations this country is 
under to that meritorious clafs of 
veterans, the non-commifhioned offi- 
cers and privates, who have been 
difcharged for inability, in conie- 
quence of the refolution of congrefs, 
of the 23d of April, 1782, on an 
annual penfion for life: their pecu- 
liar fufferings, their fingular merits 
and claims to that provition need 
only to be known, to intereit the 
ieelings of humanity in their behalt: 
nothing but a punctual payment of 
their annual allowance can refcue 
them from the moft complicated mi- 
fery ; and nothing could bea more 
melancholy and diftreffing fight, 
than to behold thofe who have thed 
their blood, or loft their limbs in the 
fervice of their country, without a 
fhelter, without a friend, and with- 
out the means of obtaining any of the 
comforts or neceflaries of lite, com- 
pelled to beg their daily bread from 
door to door. Suffer me to recom- 
mend thofe of this defcription, be- 
longing to your State, to the warm- 
eit patronage of your excellency and 
your legiflature. 

It is neceflary to fay but a few 
words on the third topic which was 
propofed, and which regards _ 
ticularly the defence of the republic. 
As there can be little doubt but con- 
grefs will recommend a proper peace 
ettablifhment for the United Srates, 
in which a due attention will be paid 
to the importance of placing the 
militia of the union upon a regular 
and refpeétable footing ; if this fhould 
be the cafe, I thould beg leave to 
urge the great advantage of it in the 
ftrongeft terms. 

The militia of this country muf 
be confidered as the palladium of 
our fecurity, and the firft effectual 
refort in cafe of hoftility : it iseflen- 
tial, therefore, that the fame fyfiem 
fhould pervade the whole; that the 
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formation and difcipline of the mi. 
litia of the continent fhduld be ab. 
folutely uniform ; and that the fame 
fpecies of arms, accoutrements, and 
military apparatus, fhould be intro- 
duced in every part of the United 
States. No one, who has not learn- 
ed it from experience, can conceive 
the difficulry, expence, and con- 
fufion which refult trom a contrary 
fyftem, or the vague arrangements 
which have hitherto prevailed. 
If, in treating of political points, 
a greater latitude than ufual has 
been taken in the courfe of the ad- 
drefs, the importance of the crifis, 
and che magnitude of the objects in 
difcuflion, muft be my apology : it 
is, however, neither my with nor 
expectation, that the preceding ob- 
fervations fhould claim any regard, 
“ys fo far as they thall appear to 
be dictated.by a good intention : 
contfonant to the immutable rules of 
juttice ; calculated to produce a li- 
beral fyitem of policy, and founded 
on whatever experience may have 
been acquired by a long ancéclofe 
attention to public bufinefs. Here 
I might {peak with more confidence, 
from my actual obfervations ; and 
if it would not {well this letter (al- 
ready too prolix) beyond the bounds 
] had oreedined myfelf, I could de 
monitrate to every mind, open to 
conviction, that in lefs time, and 
with much lefs expence than has 
been incurred, the war might have 
been brought to the fame happy 
conclufion, if the refources of the 
continent could have been properly 
called forth; that the dilirefles and 
difappointments which have very 
often occurred, have, in too many 
inftances, refulted more from a want 
of energy inthe continental govern- 
ment, than a deficiency of means in 
the particular States; that the in- 
efficacy of the meafures, arifing from 
the want of an adequate authority 
(K 3) in 
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in the fupreme power, from a par- 
tial compliance with the requifiuons 
ot congrefs in fome of the States, and 
from a failure of punétuality in 
others, while they tended to damp 
the zeal of thofe who were more 
willing to exert them{clves, ferved 
alfo to accumulate the expences of 
the war, and to fruftrate the bett 
concerted plans ; and that the, dif- 
couragement occafioned by the com- 
plicated difficulties and embarraff- 
ments, in which our affairs were by 
this means involved, would have 
long ago produced the diflolution of 
any army, lefs patient, lefs virtu- 
ous, and lefs perfevering, than that 
which I have had the honour to 
command, But while I mention 
thofe things, which are notorious 
facts, as the defects of our federal 
conftitution, particularly in the pro- 
fecution of a war, I. beg it may be 
underitood, that as I have ever taken 
a pleafure in gratefully acknowledg- 
ing the affiitance and fupport [ have 
derived from every clafs of citizens ; 
fo fhall I always be happy to do 
juftice tothe unparalleled exertions 
of the individual States, on many 
interefting occafions. 

I have thus freely difclofed what 
I wifhed to make known before I 
furrendered up my public truft to 
thofe who committed it to me: the 
tufk is mow accomplifhed ; 1 now 
bid adieu to your excellency, as the 
chief magiitrate of your State; at the 
fame time I bid a laft farewell tothe 
cares of office, and all the employ- 
ments of public life. 

It remains, then, to be my final 
and only requeft, that your excel- 
lency will communicate thefe fenti- 
ments to your legiflature, at their 
next meeting; and that they may 
be confidered as the legacy of one 
who has ardently wifhed, on all oce 
cafions, to be ufeful to his country, 
and whe, even in the thade of ree 
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tirement, will not fail to imploré 
the divine benediction upon it. 

I now make it my earneft prayer, 
that God would have you, and the 
State over which you prefide, in his 
holy protection ; that he would in- 
cline the hearts of the citizens to 
cultivate a fpirit of fubordination 
and obedience to government; to 
entertain a brotherly affection and 
love for one another, for their fel- 
low-citizens of the United Srates at 
large; and particularly for their bre- 
thren who have ferved in the field ; 
and finally, that he would moft gra- 
cioufly be pleafed to difpofe us all 
to do juftice, to love mercy, and to 
demean ourfelves with that charity, 
humility, and pacific temper of the 
mind, which wert the characteriftics 
of the divine Author of our blefled 
religion ; without an humble imi- 
tation of whofe example, in thefe 
things, we can never hope to be a 
happy nation. 

I have the honour to be, with 
much efteem and refpect, Sir, 

Your excellency’s moft obedient, 

and moft humble fervant, 


G. WAsHINGTON. 

His Excellency William Greene, Ej. 

Governor of the State of Rhode 
Ifand. 





General Wafhington’s farewell Or- 
ders to the Armies of the United 
States. 

Recky Hill, near Princeton, 

Nov. 2, 1733. 
HE United States in congrefs 
affembled, after giving the 
moft honourable teftimony to the 
merits of the federal armies, and 
prefenting them with the thanks of 
their country, for their long emi- 
nent and faithful fervice, having 
thought proper, by their proclama- 
tion bearing date the 18th of Odto- 
ber 
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bet laft, to difcharge fuch part of 


the troops as were engaged for the 
war, and to permit the officers on 
furlough to retire from fervice, from 


and after to-morrow, which procla-- 


mation having been communicated 
in the public papers for the informa- 
tion and government of all concern- 
ed ;—it only remains for the com- 
mander in chief to addrefs himfelf 
Once more, and that for the latt 
time, tothe armies of the United 
States (however widely difperfed 
individuals who compofed them may 
be), and to bid them an affetionate, 
a long farewell. 

But before the commander in 
chief takes his final leave of thofe 
he holds moft dear, he wifhes to in- 
dulge himfelf a few moments in 
calling to mind a flight review of 
the paft:—he will then take the li- 
berty of exploring, with his mili- 
tary friends, their future profpects, 
of advifing the general line of con- 
duct which in his opinion ought to 
be purfued; and he will conclude 
the addrefs, by expreffing the obli- 
gations he feels himfelf under for 
the fpiritcd and able affiftance he 
has experienced from them, in the 
performance of an arduous office. 

A contemplation of the complete 
attainment (at a period earlier than 
could have been expected) of the ob- 
ject for which we contended againtt 
fo formidable a power, cannot but 
infpire us with aftonifhment and gra- 
titude.x—The difadvantageous cir- 
cumftances on our part, under which 
the war was undertaken, can never 
be forgotten.—The fingular inter- 
pofitions of Providence in our feeble 
condition, were fuch as could fearce- 
ly efcape the attention of the moft 
unobferving —while the unparalleled 
perfeverance of the armies of the 
United States, through almoft every 
pofhble fuffering and difeouragement, 
for the fpace of eight long years, 
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was little thort of a ftanding mi- 
racle. 

It is not the meaning, nor within 
the comipafs of this addrefs, to detail 
the hardihips peculiarly incident to 
our fervice, or to defcribe the dif- 
trefles which in feveral inttances* 
have refulted from the extremes of 
hunger afd nakednefs, combined 
with the rigours of an inclement 
feafon ;—nor is it neceflary to dwell 
on the dark fide of our paft affairs. 
Every American officer and foldier 
muft now confole himfelf for any 
unpleafant’circumftances which may 
have occutred, by a recollection of 
the uncommon fcenés in which he 
has been called to act no inglorious 
part, and the aftonifhing events of 
which he has been a witttefs; events 
which have feldom, if ever before, 
taken place on the ftage of human 
action, nor can they probably ever 
happen again. For wlio has before 
feen a difciplined army formed at 
once from fuch raw materials ? Who 
that was not a witnefs could ima- 

ine that the moft violent local pre- 
judices would ceafe fo foon, and 
that men who came from the differ- 
ent parts of the continent, ftrongly 
difpofed by the habits of education 
to defpife and quarrel with cach 
other, would inftantly become but 
one patriotic band of brothers ? Or 
who that was not on the fpor, can 
trace the fteps by which fuch a won- 
derful revolution has been effeéted, 
and fuch a glorious period put to all 
our warlike toils ? 

It is univerfally acknowledged, 
that the enlarged profpects of happi- 
nefs, opened by he confirmation of 


our independence and weir oda 


almoft exceed the power of defcrip- 
tion: and fhall not the brave men 
who have contributed fo effentially 
to thefe ineftimable acquifitions, re- 
tiring victorious from the field of 
war tothe field of agriculture, par- 
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ticipate in all the blefings which 
have been obtained? In fuch a re- 
pubsic, who will exclude them from 
the rights of citizens, and the fruits 
of their labours? In fuch a coun- 
try, fo happily circumftanced, the 
purfuirs of conmerce, and the cul- 
tivation of the foil, will unfold to 
induitry the certain road to compe- 
tence. ‘To thofe harvy foldiers, who 
are actuated by the {pirit of adven- 
ture, the fitheries will atford ample 
and profitable employment; andthe 
extentive and fertile regions of the 
Wei will yield a moft happy afy- 
lum to thoie who, sond of dometftic 
enjoyment, are feeking for perfonal 
indepe ndence. Nor is it poifible to 
conceive that any one of the United 
States will prefer a nationai bank- 
ruptcy, and the diffolution of the 
union, to a compliance with the re- 
quilitions ot congrefs, and the pay- 
ment of its juit debts, fo that the 


officers and foidiers may expeéct con- 


fiderable ailittance, in recommenc- 
ing their civil occupations, from the 
fums due to them trom the public, 
which muft and will mot inevitably 
be paid. 

In order to effet this defirable 
purpote, and to remove the preju- 
dices which may have taken pof- 
feifion of the minds of any of the 
good people of the ilates, it is ear- 

nefily recommended to all the troops, 
thar, with {trong attachments to the 
union, they fhould carry with them 
into civil fociety the moit conciliat- 
ing diipofitiens ; and that they fhould 
prove themifelves not lefs virtuous 

ind ufeful as citizens, than they 
eal been perfevermg and xi@tort.- 
ous as foldiers,—W hai though there 
hiould be fome envious individuals, 
who are unwilling to pay the debe 
the public has contracted, or to yield 
the tribute due to mesit; yet let 
fuch unworthy treatment produce 
mo invective, or any initance of in- 
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temperate conduct;—let it be res 
membered, that che unbiaffed voice 
of the free citizens of the United 
States has promifed the juit reward, 
and given the merited applaute ; — 
let it be known and remembered, 
that the reputation of the federal 
armies is eftablithed beyond the reach 
of malevolence; and let a confci- 
oufnefs of their atchicvements, and 
fame, ftill excite the men who com- 
poted them to honourable actions, 
under the perfuation, that the pri- 
vate virturs of economy, prudence, 
and indutftry, will not be lefs ami- 
able in civil life, than the more 
{fplendid qualities of valour, perfe- 
verance, and enterprize, were in 
the field : —every one may reit affur- 
ed that much, very much of the fu- 
ture happinefs of the officers and 
men will depend upon the wife and 
manly conduct which ffiall be adopt- 
ed by them, when they are mingled 
with the great body of the commu- 
nity. And although the general has 
fo frequently given it as his opinion, 
in the moi public and explicit man- 
ner, that unlefs the principles of the 
federal government were properly 
fup; vorted, and the powers of the 
union increafed, the honour, dig- 
nity, and juttice of the nation, 
would be loft for ever; yet he can- 
not help repeating on this occauon 
fo interefting a fentumenr, and leav- 
ing it as his laft injunction to every 
officer and every foldier who may 
view the fubject in the fame ferious 
point of light, to add his beit en- 
deavours to thofe of his worthy fel- 
low-citizens, towards effecting thefe 
great and valuable purpoles, on 
-which our very exiftence as a nation 
fo materially depends. 

‘The commander in chief con- 
ceives little is mow wanting to en- 
able the foldier to change the mili- 
tary character intothat of a citizen, 
but that iteady and decent tenour of 

behaviour, 
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behaviours, which has generally dif- 
tinguifhed not only the army under 
his immediate command, but the 
different detachments and feparate 
armies, through the courfe of the 
war. From their good fenfe and 
prudence he anticipated the happictt 
confequences: and while he con- 
gratulates them on the glorious oc- 
cafion which renders their fervices 
in the field no longer neceflary, he 
withes to exprefs the flrong obliga- 
tions he feels himfelf under for the 
affittance he has received from every 
clafs, and in every inflance. He 
prefents his thanks, in the moft fe- 
rious and affectionate manner, to 
the general officers, as well for their 
counfel on many interetting occa- 
fions, as for their ardour in promot- 
ing the fuccefs of the plans he had 
adopted ; to the commandants of re- 
giments and corps, and to the ofli- 
cers for their zeal and attention in 
carrying his orders promptly into 
execution ; to the ftaff, for their a- 
lacrity and exactnefs in performing 
the duties of their feveral depart- 
ments ; and to the non-commitlion- 
ed officers and private foldiers, for 
their extraordinary patience in fuf- 
fering, as well as their invincible 
fortitude in ation. To various 
branches of the army the general 
takes this laft and folemn opportunity 
of profeiling his inviolable attach- 
ment and friendfhip—He wifhies 
more than bare proteffions were in 
his power, that he was really able 
to be ufeful to them all in future 
lite. —He flatters himfelf, however, 
they will do him the juftice to be- 
lieve, that whatever could with pro- 
priety be attempted by him, has 
been done. —And being now to con- 
clude thefe his iait public orders, to 
take his ultimate leave, in a thort 
time, of the military character, — 
and to bid a final adieu to the ar- 
mies he has fo long had the honour 
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to command, he can only again of- 
fer, in their behalf, his recommea- 
dations to their grateful country, 
and his prayers to the God of ar- 
mies.— May ample juitice be done 
them here, and may the choicelt 
of heaven’s favours, both here and 
hereafter, attend thofe who, under 
the divine aufpices, have fecured 
innumerable bleflings for others! 
With thefe withes, and this bene- 
diction, the commander in chief is 
about to retire from fervice—The 
curtain of feparation will foon be 
drawn—and the military fcene to 
him will be clofed for ever. 


Epw. Hanp, Adjutant-general. 
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The AppreEss is as follows: 


Yo his Excellency General Wafhing- 
ton, Commander in Chief of the 
Armies of the United States fa 
Tica 
WE, the officers of the part of the 

army remaining on the banks of the 

Hudfon, have received your excel- 

lency’s ferious and farewell addrefs, 

to the armies of the United States. 

We beg you to accept our unfeign- 

ed thanks for the communication, 

and pe affectionate aflurances of 
inviolable attachment and friend- 
fhip. If your attempts to enfure to 
the armies the juft, the promifed re- 
wards, of their long, fevere, and 
dangerous fervices, have failed of 
fucce{s, we belicve it has arifen from 
caufes not in your excellency’s power 
to controul. With extreme regret 
do we reficct on the occafion which 
calléd for fuch endeavours. But 
while we thank your excellency for 
thefe exertions in favour of the 
troops you have fo fuccefstully com- 
manded, we pray it may be believ- 
ed, that in this fentimcat our own 
particular interefis have but a fe- 

condary 
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condary place; and that even the 
ultimate ingratitude of the people 
(were that poffible) could not thake 
the patrioti{m of thofe who fuffer by 
it. Still with pleafing wonder and 
with grateful joy fhall we contem- 
plate the glorious conclufion of our 
Jabours. ‘To that merit in the re- 
volution which, under the aufpices 
of heaven, the armies have difplay- 
ed, pofterity will do juftice; and 
the tons will blufh whofe fathers 
were their foes. 

Mott gladly would we caft a veil 
on every act which fullies the repu- 
tation of our country—never fhould 
the page of hiflory be ftained with 
its difhonour—even from our memo- 
ries fhould the idea be erafed. We 
lament the oppofition to thofe falu- 
tary mesfures which the wifdom of 
the union has planted ; meafures 
which alone can recover and fix on 
a permanent balis the credit of the 
States ; meafures which are eflential 
to the juttice, the honour, and in- 
tereft of the nation. While the was 
giving the noblett proofs of mag- 
nanimity, with confcious pride we 
faw her growing fame ; and regard- 
lefs of prefent fufferings, we looked 
forward to the end of our toils and 
dangers, to brighter fcenes in prof- 
pect.—There we beheld the genius 
of our country dignified by fove- 
reignty and independence, fupport- 
ed by juttice, and adorned with 
every liberal virtue. ‘There we faw 
paticnt Hufbandry feurlefs extend 
her cultured fields, and animated 
Commerce fpread her fails to every 
wind. There we beheld tair Science 
lift her head, with all the Arts at- 
tending in her train. There, bleit 
with freedom, we faw the human 
mind expand; and throwing afide 
the rettraints which confined ir to the 
narrow bounds of country, it em- 
braced the world. Such were our 
fond hopes, and with fuch delight. 


“remembered, 
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ful profpeAs did they prefent ts, 
Nor are we difappointed. Thofe 
animating profpects are now chang 
ed and changing to realities ; and 
actively to have contributed to their 
production is our pride, our glory.— 
But juftice alone can give them ita- 
bility. In that juftice we ftili be- 
lieve, Still we hope that the preju- 
dices of the mifinformed wil! be ree 
moved, andthe arts of falfe and 
felfith popularity ,addrefled tothe feels 
ing’s of avarice, defeated : or in the 
worft event, the world, we hope, 
will make the juft diflinction: we 
truft the difingenuoufnefs of a few 
will not fully the reputation, the 
honour, and dignity, of the great 
and refpectable majority of the 
States. 

We are happy in the opportunity 
jutt prefented of congratulating your 
excellency on the certain conclufion 
of the definitive treaty of peace. 
Relieved at length from long fuf- 
pence, our warmett wifh is to return 
to the bofom of our country, to re- 
fume the character of citizens; and 
it will be our higheft ambition to 
become ufeful ones. To your ex 
cellency this great event mutt be pe- 
culiarly pleafing: for while at the 
head of her armies, urged by pa- 
triot virtues and magnanimity, you 
perfevered, under the preflure of 
every poflible difficulty and difcou- 
ragemenr, in the purfuit of the gteat 
objects of the war—the freedom and 
fatety of your country ;—your heart 
panted for the tranquil enjoyments 
of peace. We cordially rejoice with 
you that the period of indulging 
them has arrived fo foon. In con- 
templating the bleffings of liberty 
and independence, the rich prize of 
cight years hardy adventure, patt 
futferings will be forgotten; or if 
the recollection will 
ferve to heighten the relith of pre- 
feat happinefs. We fineerely pra 

God 








God this happinefs may long be 
your’s; and that when you quit the 
ftage of human life, you may re- 
ceive from the unerring Judge, the 
rewards of valour exerted to fave the 
oppreffed, of patriotifm and difinte- 
reited virtue. 
Wert Point, 
isth November, 1783. 





By his Excellency George Clinton, 
Efy. Governor of the State of New 
York, General and Commander in 
Chief of all the Militia, and Ad- 
miral of the Navy of the fame. 


PROCLAMATION. 


(L.S) 


HEREAS, I have received 

authentic information, that 
his Britannic majefty’s forces will 
be withdrawn from certain parts of 
the fouthern diftrict of this ftate, on 
Friday the twenty-firft, and from 
the remaining part of the faid dif- 
trict (Staten Ifland, and the poft at 
Dennys’s, on Naflau Mand. ex- 
cepted) on the twenty-fecond inft. 
I do therefore, by thefe prefents, 
require the council, conftituted by 
the act, entitled, ** An act to pro- 
vide for the temporary government 
of the fouthern parts of this fate, 
whenever the enemy fhall abandon 
or be difpoffeffed of the fame, and 
until the legiflature can be conven- 
ed,” paffed the twenty-third day of 
October 1779; to meet at Guion’s 
tavern, at Eaft Chefter, in the coun- 
ty of Weft Chefter, on the faid 
twenty-firt inftant; of which the 
feveral members, compofing the faid 
council, will take notice, and give 
their attendance accordingly: and I 
do hereby ftri@ly enjoin and require 
the inhabitants within fuch parts 
of the faid fouthern diflriét, trom 
which the faid forces fhall be with- 
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drawn as aforefaid, and all others 
whom it may concern, to yield due 
obedience to the laws of this flare, 
and to be vigilant in preferving the 
public peace and good order. 
Given under my hand and the 
rivy feal of the faid ftare, at 
Poaghkenphie, this 15th day ot 
November, in the eighth year 
of the independence of the faid 
fate, 1783. f 
Georce CLuinToNns 


By his Excellency’s Command, 
Rosert Benson, Sceretary. 


The following order was iffued 
at Weft Point on the 16th inftant: 


GARRISON ORDERS, 


November 16, 1784. 

THE definitive treaty being con- 
cluded, and the city of New York 
to be evacuated on the 22d inftanr, 
his excellency the commander in 
chief propofes to celebrate the peace 
at that place, on Monday the firft 
day of December next, by a dif- 
play of fire-works and illuminations, 
which were intended to have been 
exhibited at this poft, or fuch of 
them as have not been injured by 
time, and can be removed. 

New York, Nov. 22. Lat Wed- 
nefday evening arrived here, the 
Pacquet Le Courier de L’Europe, 
captain Cornick, with the mail from 
Port L’Orient: in this fhip came 
paffenger, Thatcher, eq. 
fecretary to John Adams, efq. am- 
baffador from the United States of 
America to the States General of 
Holland, charged by the American 
commiflioners with the definitive 
treaty, fiyned by them, on the 3d 
of September, and on the part of 
Great Britain, by Mr. Hartley ; 
with which he, on Thurfday morn- 
ing, fet off to deliver to the hon. 
general Mifflin, p:efident of the con- 
giels. 











(156) PUBLIC 


grefs.— Heétor St. John, efq. ap- 
pointed by the court of France to 
be conful and fuperintendant of the 
packets, now eftablithed between 
this city and Port L’Orient, with 
feveral other French genticmen, 
were alfo paflengers. 

Head Quarter, New York, Nowvens 
ber 20, 1783. 
ORDERS. 

ALL perfons, civil as well as mili- 
tary, whohave publicclaims upon the 
deputy paymatter-general, by virtue 
of warrants granted by the com- 
mander in chief, are to prefent them 
tor, and to receive payment, on or 

‘fore this prefent Saturday, being 
the 22d of November, at tour o’clock, 
at which hour the pay-oflice books 
will be clofed, and no farther bui- 
nefs tranfacted, 


Weft Point, Nov. 15, 1783. 
SIR, 

THE officers of the part of the 
ariny who agreed on the inclofed 
addrefs, having committed to us the 
honour of prefeating it— with great 

leafure we now ofler to your excel- 
ion this teitimony of their aftec- 
tionate attachment and reipect. 

We have the honour to be, 

with perfect confideration, 
SIR, 
Your excellency’s moft obedient, 
and mott humble tervants, 

A. M‘Doveatrt, Major-ceneral. 

H. Knox, Major-general. 

T. Pickerinc, Qr. Mr. General, 


His Excellency General Wajbington. 
Pxtrad of a Letter from General Sir 
Cruy Carleton, K. B. &s'c, dated 
New York, June 20, 1783. 
My Lord, 
Trantmit for your lordfhip’s in- 
formation a copy of colonel De- 
veaux’s letter conveying an account 
of the recapture of the Bahama 





Ynclofed articles. My force never 
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iflands, togeaher with a copy of the 
capitulation. 
Iam, my lord, 
Your lordthip’s mott obedient 
and moft humble fervant, 


Guy Carteroy, 
Right Hon. Lord North, 


Extra® of a Letter from Colonel Dn 
veaux, to Sir Guy Carleton, dated 
New Providence, Fune 6, 1783, 


I HAVE the pleafure to inform 
your excellency, that on the iff of 
April latt, not having heard that 
peace was concluded, I formed from 
St. Augufline an expedition againgt 
New Providence, to rettore its in. 
habitants, with thofe of the adjacent 
iflands, tothe bleffings of a tree g0- 
vernment, 1 undertook this expedi- 
tion ut my own expence, and em- 
barked my men, which did not ex. 
ceed fixty-five, and failed tor Har- 
bour Hland, where 1 recruited for 
four or five days; from thence I fee 
fail for my object, which was the 
eaftern fort on the ifland of Provi- 
dence, and which I carried about 
day-light, with three of their for- 
midable gallies, on the 14th. I 
immediately fummoned the grand 
fort:cfs to furrender, which was a- 
bout a mile from the fort [ had 
taken; his excellency the governor 
evaded the purport of my flag, by 
giving me fome trifling informations, 
which I took in their true light. 
On the 16th J took poffeifion of two 
commanding hills, and erected a bat- 
tery on each of them of twelve 
pounders. At day light on the 18th, 
my batteries being complete, the 
Englith colours were hoiited on each 
of them, which were within mut- 
quet-fbot of their grand fortrels. 
His excellency, finding his fhot and 
fhells of no effet, thought proper 


to capitulate, as you will tee by the 


at 


—._ 
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@rany ume confiited of more than 
z20 men, and not above 150 of 
them had mafquets, not having it 
jn my power to procure them at St. 
C. 
wool on this occafion one fort, 
confifting of thirteen pieces of can- 
non, three gallics carrying twenty- 
four pounders, and about fitty men. 
His excellency furrendered four 
batteries, with about feventy pieces 
of cannon, and four large gullies 
(brigs and fnows) which | have fent 
to the Havanoah with the troops as 
flags; I therefore ftand in need of 
your excellency’s advice and direc- 
tions in my prefent firuation, and 
fhall be exceedingly happy to re- 
ceive them as foon as poilible, 
[had letters written for your ex- 
cellency on this occalion, fince the 
middle of the laft month ; but the 
veflel by which they were to have 
been conveyed, went off and left 
them; therefore hope your excel- 
kocy will not think it my neglect, 
innot having the accounts before 
this. 
I have the honour to be, 
Your excellency’s moft obedient 
and very humble fervant, 


(Signed) A. Deveaux, 


Colonel and commanding Royal 
Forretters, New Providence. 


June 6, 1783. 


Articles entered upon between Dou An- 
tonto Claraco y Saux, Governor o 
the Babama Lflands, 2c. and bis 
Honour Andrew Deveaux, Colonel 
and Commander in Chief of the 
Expedition, Sc. 


I, THE government-houfe and 
public ftores to be delivered to his 
Sntannic majefty. 

Il, The governor and garrifon 
tader his command to march to the 
faitern fort, with all the honours of 


War; remaining with a piece of can- 
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non and two fhots per day, in or- 
der to hoiit his Catholic inajetty’s 
flag. Provilions for the ¢ . 
failecs, and fick in the hofpital, to 
be made at his Britannic majefty’s 
expence, as allo veffels prepared to 
carry them to the Havannah, par- 
ticularly a veffel to carry the gover- 
nor to Europe. 

Il, Ali the officers and troops of 
the garrifon belonging to his Ca- 
tholic majeity are to remain in pof- 
feflion of their baggage and other 
effects. 

IV. All the vefiels in the har- 
bour, belonging to his Catholic 
majeity, are to be given up, with 
every thing on board the faid vef- 
{els, to his Britannic majeity, 

V. All effects appertaining to 
Spaniards to remain their property, 
and the Spanifh merchants to have 
two months to fettle their accounts. 

(Signed) 

Antonio Craraco ¥ Sanz. 
A. DEvEAUX. 


New Providence, 
April 18, 1783. 





From the London Gazetts, of Satur- 
day, December 27, 1783. 


At the Court at St. James’s, the 
26th of December, 1783, 


PRESEN T, 


The King’s moft excellent Majefty 
in Council, 


HEREAS by virtue of an 

act pafied ip the la{t feffion 

of parliament, entituled, ** An aét 
for preventing certain inftruments 
from being required from fhips be- 
longing to the United States of 
America, and to give to his ma- 
jeity, for a limited time, certain 
powers forthe better carrying on 
trade and commerce between the 
fubjects of his maiefiy’s dominions 
and 
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and the inhabitant of the United 
States,” feveral orders have been if- 
fued by his majefty at this board, for 
regulating and carrying on the trade 
and commerce between the fubjects 
of his majefty’s dominions, and the 
inhabitants of the United States ot 
America, which orders did expire 
on the 2oth day of this inftant, 
December: and whereas by an act 
paffed in the prefent feffion of par- 
liament, to continue, for a limited 
time, the faid above recited act, it 
is enacted, that the faid aét, and 
all the matters and things therein 
contained, fhall continue and be in 
force until the 2zoth day of April, 
1784: his majefty doth thereupon, 
by and with the advice of ‘his privy 
council, hereby order and declare, 
that any unmanufactured goods or 
merchandizes, the importation of 
which into this kingdom is not pro- 
hibited by law (except oil),and any 
pitch, tar, turpentine, indico, mafts 
yards, and bow/f{prits, being the 
rowth or production of any of the 
United States of America, may 
(unul farther order) be imported 
dire&tly from thence into any of 
the ports of this kingdom, either 
in Britifh or American fhips, by 
Briufh fubyects, or by any of the 
people inhabiting in, and belonging 
to the faid United States, or any of 
them, and may be entered and 
landed in any port in this kingdom, 
upon payment of the fame duties as 
the lke fort of goods or morchan- 
dize are or may be fubjeét and li- 
able to, 1 imported by Britith fub- 
jects, in Britihh fhips, from any 
sritith ifland or plantation in Ame- 
rica, and no other, notwithitanding 
fuch goods or ‘merchandize, or the 
fhips in which the fame may be 
brought, may not be accompanied 
with the certificates or other docu- 
ments heretofore required by law. 
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And it is hereby further ordered, 
that that there fhall be the. fame 
drawbacks, exemptions, and boun. 
tics, on merchandizes and goods 
exported from Great Britain, inte 
the territories of the faid United 
States of America, or any of them, 
as are or may be allowed by law, 
upon the exportation of the like 
goods or merchandize to any of the 
ilands, plantatations, or colonies, 
belonging to the crown of Great 
Britain in America. 

And his majefty is hereby far. 
ther pleafed to order, that any to- 
bacco, being the growth or pro- 
duction of any of the territories of 
the faid United States of America, 
may (until farther order) be im 
ported direétly from thence, in 
manner above mentioned, and may 
be landed in this kingdom; and, 
upon the importer paying down, in 
ready money, the duty commonly 
called the Old Subfidy (except as 
herein afterexcepted) fuch tobacco 
may be warehoufed under his ma- 
jefly’s locks, upon the importer’s 
own bond for payment of all the 
farther duties due for fuch tobacco, 
Within the time limited by law, ac- 
cording to the net weight and quans 
tity ot fuch tobacco, at the time it 
fhall be fo landed, with the fame 
allowances for the payment of fuch 
farther duties, and under the lke 
reftriGlions and regulations in all 
other refpects, not altered by this 
order, as fuch tobacco is and may 
be warehoufed by virtue of any act 
or acts of parliament in force; but 
it is his majefty’s pleafure neverthe- 
lefs, that upon the importation of 
any fuch tobacco into the ports ol 
London, Briftol, Liverpool, Cowes, 
Whitehaven, Greenock, and Port 
Glafgow, or cither of them, in the 
manner herein before exprefled, fhall 
be at liberty, until farther — 
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to enter into bond for the payment, 
gs well of the duty, commonly 
called the Old Sublidy, or any 
other of the duties which were 
formerly payable in ready money 5 
and that if any tobacco which has 
been or fliall be fo imported, dur- 
ing the continuance of this order, 
from the territories of the faid 
United States, into the faid ports of 
London, Briftol, Liverpool, Cowes, 
Whitehaven, Greenock, and Port 
Glafgow, fhall be afterwards taken, 
within the time limited, out of 
the warehoufes wherein the fame 
{hall be fecured under his majefty’s 
locks, in manner herein betore di- 
rected, at either of the above ports, 
tobe exported directly from thence, 
the bonds which have been or fhall 
be entered into for payment of the 
faid duties, thali be difcharged in 
the manner directed by the feveral 
acts of parliament in force. 

Andin order to facilitate the car- 
tying on trade and commerce be- 
tween the people and territories be- 
longing to the crown of Great 
Britain, in the Weft Indies, in- 
cluding in that defcription, the Ba- 
bama ulands, and the Bermuda 
or Somers iflands, and the people 
and territories belonging to the faid 
United States of America, his ma- 
jefty is hereby: tarther pleated to 
order, that pitch, tar, turpentine, 
hemp and flax, mafts, yards, and 
bowfprits, itaves, heading boards, 
timber, fhingles, and all other {pe- 
cies of lumber; horfes, neat cattle, 
fheep, hoes, poultry, and all other 
fpecies ot live ftock and live pro- 
villons; peas, beans, potatoes, 
Wheat flour, bread, bifcuit. rice, 
Oats, barley, and all other {pecies 
ot grain, being the erowth or pro- 
Guction of any of the faid United 
States of America may (until far- 
ther order, be imported by Britith 
fubjects, in British built hips, 
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owned by his majefty’s fubjects, 
and navigated according to law from 
any port of the faid United States 
of America, to any of his majefty’s 
Weft India illands, the Bahama 
iflands, and the Bermuda or So- 
mers iflands; and the rum, fugar, 
melaffes, coffee, cocoa nuts, ginger, 
and pimento, may (until fuch order) 
be exported by Briuth fubjects, in 
Britith fhips, owned by his ma- 
jefty’s fubjects, and navigated ac- 
cording to law, from any of the faid 
iflands, to any port or place within 
the faid United States, upon payment 
of the fame duties on exportation, 
and fubject to the like rules, regu- 
lations, iecurities, and reftrictions, 
as the fame articles by law are or 
may be fubjeG&t and liable to, if 
exported to any Britifh colony or 
plantation in America; and the 
bonds and fecurities heretofore re- 
quired to be taken for fuch fhips 
carrying fuch goods, fhall and may 
be cancelled and difcharged, upon 
the like certificates as are required 
by the above recited act to difcharge 
any bonds given in Great Britain 
for the due landing any other goods 
in the faid United’States of Amerca. 
And his majeity is hereby farther 
pleafed to order, with the advice 
aforefaid, that the faid feveral regu- 
lations herein comprized, fhall, in 
all reipects, be extended to fuch 
flips and goods as fhall have been 
brought and imported trom, or may 
be entered and fhipped for expor- 
tation to, any part of the faid United 
States, fince the faid 20th day of 
this inftane December. ° 
And the right honourable the 
lords commiffioners of his majefty’s 
‘Treafury, and the lords commif- 
fioners of the Admiralty, are to 
give the neceflary directions herein 
as to them may refpectively apper- 
tal. 
Steru, CoTTRELL, 
Latradds 
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Extrad: of Letters from Lieutcnant- 
General Sir Eyre Coote, K. 8. 


dated Madras the 31ff of Augujft 
and 25th of September, 1782, re- 
ceived at the Office of bis Mayefty’s 
P rinctpal Secretary of State for the 
Home Department, on the 7th of 
April, 1783. 


HILST I was ftraining e- 

very nerve in advancing 
the army to the neighbourhood of 
Chingleput, to counteract the views 
of Hyder and the French, I anxi- 
oufly looked to the refult of my re- 
ference to the governor-general, and 
20 the arrival of their orders in con- 
fequence, as a period which would 
undoubtedly reitore to me that au- 
thority over the fouthern troops 
which would enable me to direct 
them to fuch a co-operation as 
micht tend equally to facilitate my 
own movements, and diitract the 
defigns of our enemies: but mof 
unfortunately, on the 18th of Fe- 
bruary, long before any anfwer 
could come from Bengal, colonel 
Barthwaite was attacked by Hyder 
Ally’s fon, Tippo Saib, and Monf, 
Lally, near the banks of the Col- 
leroon, and totally defeated. His 
whole attachment, confitting of a- 
bout 2000 infantry, 250 cavalry, 
18 officers, and a field train of 13 
pieces, were either captured or de- 
itroyed. 

‘The French being free from any 
apprehenfions of a check from our 
fouthern forces, and covered by the 
army of Hyder Ally to the north- 
ward, which fecured ther from all 
fudden attack by my army, pro- 
ceeded in perfect fecurity againit 
Cuddalore, which being incapable 
of holding out for any length of 
time, was, on the 6th of April, 
furrendered to the French forces 
under Monf. Duchemin, on terms 
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of capitulation, which I h 
honour to inclofe. — 


To His Excellency Sir Eyre Coote 
K. B. Lieutenant General and 
Commander in Chief in India. 


1 T gives me much concern to ins 
form you, that this garrifon fyr. 
rendered to the French arms on the 
4th inftant in the morning. A co. 
py of the capitulation | have now 
the honor of forwarding. 

I flatter myfelf your excellency 
will excufe me for not fending it 
fooner, as I have been prevented 
by a multiplicity of bufinefs, owing 
to conflant applications from the 
gentlemen in charge of the French 
officers, relative to the delivering 
over the ftores, &c. of this gar. 
rion. 

] have the honour to he, 
With the greateft refpect, 
Your Excellency’s very obedient 
and moft humble fervant, 
(Signed) James Hveuts, 
Cuddadore, April 6, 1782. 


SIR, 

THE French general being des 
firous of having as little bloodihed 
as poffible, has fent me to inform 
you, that the Nabob’s troops hav- 
ing joined his army, if you do not 
immediately furrender, it will be 
out of his power to prevent the 
plundering of the fort, being pro- 
mifed to the. European and black 
troops if they attack ir. 

In- confequence of which, he 
prepofes articles of capitulation, 
fuch as, from your fituation, you 
have reafon to expeé ; wilhing to 
convince the Englith, it is only in 
war we look on you as enemies; and 
being fent for this purpofe by Monf, 


Duchemin, general of the French 
armnys 














PUBLIC PAPERS, 


I fign thefe his propofals, ac- 
ao ote en power he has invett- 


th. 
oP signed) Le Vie Houpetor- 


N. B. The above is a tranflation 
of acopy from the original. 


Aaticies of CariTULATION 
drawn up between his Ex- 
celiency Monf. Pierre Duchemin, 
Marfhal of the Camps and Army 
of the King of France, and 
Commandant of the Troops of 
his Majefty in India, on one fide, 
and Saul creme: Hughes, Com- 
mandant of the Garrifon of Cud- 
dalore, on the other, 


THE gates fhall be delivered up 
to-morrow, the 4th of April, 1782, 
between the hours of eight and 
nine in the morning. 

Agreed. 

The French flag fhall be kept fly- 
ing till that time on the ramparts, 
and all hoftilities fhall be fufpended ; 
Capt. Hughes giving his word, that 
nothing fhall go out of the place, 
either by land or fea ; and all that 
does go out fhall be deemed an in- 
fringement on the articles of capi- 
tulation, as it muft cither belong 
to the king or company, fince the 
property of officers and inhabitants 
are infured to them. 

Agreed, 

The garrifon fhall remain prifon- 
ers of war; the European officers 
and troops fhall be fent to Madras 
on their parole, to be exchanged 
for the like number and rank of 
French officers and troops, 

Agreed. 


Private property fhall be fecured : 
but all that belongs to the king 
and company fhall be given over 
with the utmoft exactnefs, and re- 
gittered by the French commiffar 
fent for that purpofe; and the leatt 
pring fhall be deemed an ine 
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fringement on the articles of capi- 
tulation. 

Agreed. 

The garrifon fhall march out 
with the honours of war, and de- 
pofit their arms on the glacis, with- 
out being damaged. 

Agreed. 

The garrifon fhall be provided 
with provilions and a paflage by fea 
to Madras, the civil as well as the 
military. 

Agreed. 

Thofe who do not choofe to re 
main under the French government 
will have pafiports and efcorts to 
Madras; thotfe that do, fhall, ac 
the expiration of three months, 
take oaths of allegiance to his moft 
Chriflian Majeity. 

Agreed. 

The liberty of religion is granted 
in full. 

- Agreed. 

The fort being delivered up, all 
private property belonging to the 
the Englith, whether within or 
without it, fhall be fecured to them. 

Agreed, 

The whole is thoroughly un- 
derftood, and agreed to, upon the 
{tricteft honour. 

April, 3, 1782. 

Signed tor the French general, Le 

Vicomte de Houdetot. 

(Signed) Ducnemin. 

(Signed) James Hucues, 
Captain Commandant of Cud- 
dalore. 


N. B. The above is a tranflation 
of a copy from the original articles 
of capitulation. 

James Hucues, 
Captain Commandant. 


,On the 12th, I received intelli- 
gence of the eriemy having com- 
menced the fiege of Permacoli. 
And I find that garrifon capitulated 
on the 17th, 

I had 
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I had no doubt of the enemy’s 
forming deligns upon Vandiwath ; 
indeed my intelligence yave me 
reafon to believe, that the French 
and Hyder would march imme- 
diately to attack it; I therefore 
moved the army towards it with all 
potlible difpatch, in full perfuafion 
that our enemies would have met 
me there, and tried a decilive action : 
but I arrived there without receiv- 
ing the fmalleft oppofition ; appre- 
hending, however, lett the enemy 
might be in doubt about my defire 
ot bringing them to action, and 
convinced that they would not feek 
for me in the mighbourhood of 
Vandiwath, where 1 could receive 
them to fo great advantage, I de- 
termined to advance towards them. 
1 accordingly made two marches in 
the direct road to the ground, on 
which we had obferved them, from 
the hill of Vandiwafh to be en- 
camped; but on my approach they 
fell back, and both by my intelli- 
gence, and by what I could dif- 
cover from the heights in the neigh- 
bourhood of our camp, they took 
up their ftation on the Red Hills. 
‘This was a pofition in itfelf fo 
firong, and could, by an army of 
fuch magnitude as Hyder’s, fup- 
ported by an European force far 
exceeding the numbers in my army, 
be occupied to fo great advantage, 
that I judged 1 expedient to lay my 
intelligence and fentiments before 
the two next officers in command, 
major general Stuart and colonel 
Lang, that I might have the bene- 
fit of their opinions on a matter of 
fuch momentous importance, and 
on the iffue of which depended the 
whole of the Britifh interefts in 
India, 

Upon a reference to the council 
of war, which was held on this oc- 
cafion, the idea ] fuggetted of draw- 
ing the enemy from their itrong 
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poft, by moving in a direGion 
which would effectually check Hy. 
der’s fupplies, and alarm him for 
his grand magazine of Arnee, 
unanimoutly approved, 

In conformity to the plan, we 
accordingly marched on the 3oth, 
and, on the rit of June, encamped 
at the diftance of about five miles 
from Arnee. That day I received 
intelligence that Hyder, on hear. 
ing of the route we had taken, 
marched immediately, and thatthe 
advance of his army had arrived the 
preceding evening at Deffoor, dif. 
tant from us about twenty-five miles, 
and in the high road towards us, 
I was thereby fatisfied that the ef. 
fect I had in view had taken place, 
and ordered a proper place to be re. 
connoitred for potiing the baggage, 
in cafe I fliould either have found it 
advifeable to go and imect the enemy, 
or to receive them on the ground | 
had occupied. In the middle of 
the night of the rit, or rather early 
in the morning of the 2d, intelli. 
gence was brought me that Hyder 
was come to Chittiput, diftant on 
us about eleven miles. ‘The army 
was then under orders of march to 
proceed nearer Arnee, which, I was 
encouraged to hope, might prove 
an eafy acquifition, and which, by 
the large flock of provifions it cone 
tained, added to the extreme fitnefs 
of its fituation, opened to us no 
lefs a profpect than the total expul- 
fion of the enemy from the Car- 
natic. In my then pofition, with 
Hyder’s army on the one tide, and 
an object of fuch magnitude on the 
other, it became a point of delibe- 
ration, which was the moit elegible 
line of conduct to be adopted. To 
perfevere in my original intention ot 
threatening Arnce (which Hyeer 
had moft undoubtedly come to 60 
ver) and thereby bring on an action, 


or toadvance and engage the = 
al 


Was 
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1 preferred the former, as promifed 
the moft certain iffue, upon the 
mind of Hyder, whofe fole view 
evidently was to fave his grand ma- 
azine. It was equal to him, whe- 
ther he acccomplithed that, by di- 
verting our attention from it, or by 
giving us battle. But Ait is reafon- 
able to imagine, that if he fucceed- 
ed on the former grounds, he would 
hardly, after having futfered four 
defeats, put any thing to rik on the 
latter. We accordinvly therefote 
commenced our march towards Ar- 
nee, contiguous to which the ad- 
yance of our army had arrived, and 
we had begun to mark out the 
ground for our encampment, when 
a ditant cannonade opened on our 
rear, and which was the fir annun- 
ciation I had of Hyder’s having 
approached fo near us, In force. 
His coming upon us, thus fuddenly, 
proceeds from his betng able to cover 
the march of his line of infantry, 
by his large bodies of horfe, and 
which having generally been the 
companions of our movements, dur- 
ing the whole of the war, were ne- 
ver to be confidered as any politive 
proof of his army being at hand. 
Every difpatch was ufed in mak- 
ing the neceffary difpofition for re- 
pelling the attack, and coming to 
afion. Our line was then in a 
low fituation, with high and com- 
manding ground all round, which 
asthe enemy had got pofleffion of, 
our different maneeuvres were per- 
formed under every difadvantage, 
and expofedto a heavy though di- 
ftant cannonade. It was not until 
near mid-day that we had reduced 
the enemy’s various attacks into one 
fettled point, fo as to advance up- 
on them with effect, and with a 
profpect of advantage; but fo foon 
as that was accomplithed, we puth- 
ed on and they fave way. We pur- 
fued them till the evening was far 
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advanced, taking from them in their 
retreat one gun, five tumbrils, and 
two carts loaded with amunition. 

I remained at this advanced fla- 
tion to the lait moment the flate of 
my provifions would admit of ; and 
when obliged to fall back for my 
fupplies, 1 endeavoured to do it with 
all the credit pothible, by again feek- 
ing for Hyder, whe, by my intel- 
ligence, had encamped with his 
army contiguous to a road by which 
we might march. He retreated 
before me with precipitation, al- 
though in poffeifion of ground which 
he could have difputed our approach 
towards with great advantage. We 

urfued our march the fucceeding 
day, by the fame road on which he 
had retreated, but found that he 
had turned off and croffed the coun- 
try towards Arnee. On the 8th of 
June, when encamped in the neigh- 
bourhood of Trivatore, and where 
we had halted a day to retrefh both 
the troops and the cattle, of which 
they flood greatly in need, having 
fuftered feverely both by ficknets 
and fadigue, our grand guard was 
moit unfortunately drawn into an 
ambufcade compofed of about fix 
thoufand of Hyder’s chofen horfe, 
and totally cut off before any fup- 
port could be afforded. 

[t is with pleafure I inform you, 
that the ettablithment of peace with 
the Mahratras is in the faireft way 
towards being happily accomplifhed, 
as, on the 17th of May lait, articles 
of atreaty of peace, and perpetual 
friendfhip and alliance, between the 
Englifh and the Mahrattas, Were 
agreed to and executed by Mahdeo 
Scindia, on the part of the latter, 
and by Mr. David Anderfon (de- 
puted by the governor-general and 
council) on the part of the former, 
fubject however to the approval and 
ratification of their refpective go- 
veruments, before they fhould be- 

(L 2) come 
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come final. In as far as depends up- 
us, L believe every part bas been 
confirmed; but as yet I have not 
heard the conditions, having re- 
ccived the feal and fignature of the 
Pethwa, and the atteflanions of the 
dependent members of the Poona 
f ate. 


"The only important movement of 


the army, which happened between 
the action of the 2d of June untl 


the prefent time, was the relief of 


the garrifon of Villore, which was 
performed between the 7th and 2rit 
ot Augult; the army having marched 
in that period near 200 miles, and 
threw into the place provitions fut- 
ficient to maintain the garrifon to 
the aft ot March next. 

Iam concerned to aed vaint vour 
lordfhips with the tallof Trincomale, 
which by our intelligence was fur- 
rendered to the French foree 
under Mont. Suttrein on the 31it 
ult. by capitulation. My orders 
were to defend it to the lait. Our 
fyuadron had an achon with the 
French fquadron off the place on 
the 3d imit.in which the lait fur- 
fered moil; but our fleet found it 
neceflary to come to thele roads, 
where it arrived the gth intlant, and 
is now refitting, and intends pro- 
ceeding to Bombay the middle ot 
next month. ‘lhe Minerva fttore- 
fhip, and the Major and Nottingham 
Indiamen belongi ing to Sir Richard 
Bickerton’s fleet, ure arriveds the 
two latter having on board heutenant 
colonel Adams, with two compa- 
nies of his majeliy’s rorit regiment, 
and colonel Reimbold, with two 
companies of his majetty’s electoral 
troops. They have all of them ar- 
rived extremely healthy, and have 
fuffered very little indeed by the 
voyage. 

My prefent weak fate will not 
allow of my entering into a parti- 
cular detail of the tate march ot the 
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army towards Cuddalore, and its re, 
turns together with the other oc. 
curenees which have fince ha, 
pened. 2 

Major gencral fir Hector Munro 
has religned the fervice, and re. 
turnsto KE ‘urope in the Myrtle tran 
port, which fails in « tew davs, 
Mayor general Stuart, whe has ines 
conitanily in the tield during the 
whole of this year’s campaign, will, 
in contequence, fueceed to the ci et 
command of the company’s troops 
on this ettablifhment. He has “we 
in command ot the army ever fin 
ny ilinets, in the conduct of hich 
he has thewn the mott indetutigable 
aclivity, im a manner high! ¥ to his 
own honour, wud much tu my {3- 
tistaction. 


Extracts of Letters from Vice Adm). 
rai Sir Edward Hughes, Keieht 
of the Bath, and Commander ia 
Chief ot his Majeity’s Ships em- 
ployed in the Eatt Indies, to Mr, 
Stephens, seceived the Oth initant, 
by the Hon. Captain Carpenter, 
who came Patlenger to lreland 
in the Rodney Packet belonging 
tothe Eait India Company. 


§ per h, off Negapat nam 
July V6, 1782. 
I MENTIONED, in my letter 
of the isth ult. my intention to 
embark, in a few days aiter, ail 
fuch men from ‘Jrincomale hol- 
pital as could be amy ways ferviceable 
on board, and proceed with the 
{quadron to this coatt, to watch the 
motions of that of the French under 
Mont Suttrein ;' and, accordingly, 
I failed trom Trincomale. bay on 
the 24th of laf month, and an- 
chored in Negapainam Road the 
dev following. 
At this place, I was informed that 
the French tquadron was then at 
anchor oit C uddalore, which am 
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farrendered before to their land 
forces; and that his mjetty’s arm- 
ed tran{ports the Refolurion and 
Raikes, on their patlage to join me 
at Trincomale with {tores and ainmu- 
nition, had verv unfortunately been 
fallen ia with by the French fqua- 
dron, and captured ; and the San 
Carlos, ‘another of his majetty’s 
armed tranfports, with the Rodney 
brig, were chafed, and very nar- 
rowly efcaped being alfo captured, 
and had returned to Madras road. 

I continued with the fquadron 
atan anchor in Negapatnam Road 
till the sthot thismonth, when, at 
one P. M. the Fiench fquadron, con- 
fiting of 18 fail, 12 of which of 
the line, came in fight. At three 
P. M. I weighed with his Majeity’s 
fyuadron, and ttood to the fouth- 
ward allthat evening and night, in 
order to gain the wind of the enemy. 

On the 6th, at day-light, the 
enemy’s fquadron at anchor, bearing 
N.N.E. diitant about feven or eight 
miles, wind at S. W. At fitty mi- 
nutes pait five A M. I made the 
fignal for the line of battle a-breatt, 
and bore away towards the enemy. 
At fix, obferving the enemy get- 
ting under fail, and itanding to the 
weitward, hauled down the fignal 
for the line of battle a-breaft, and 
made the fignal for the line a-head 
at two cables length diftance. At 
ten minutes patft feven our line 
being well formed, made the lig 
nal to bear down on the enemy ; 
each fhip in our line againft the 
fhip oppofed to her in the ene- 
my’s line. At forty minutes patt 
ten the enemy’s line few to fire on 
ours. At forty-five minutes patt 
ten [ made the fignal for batile, and 
at the fame time the fignal tor a clofe 
engagement, 

From ten minutes after eleven, 
tll thirty-five pait noon, the engage- 
ment was general from van to rear 
a beth lines, and moftly very clofe ; 
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the enemy’s fhips appeared to have 
fuftered ieverely both in hulls and 
mats ; the van finp had bore away 
out of their line; and the Brilliant, 
the French adiniral’s fecond thijy a- 
head, had lott his main-maft. At 
this time the fea breeze fet in at S, 
S. E. very trefh, and feveral of the 
fhips in our van and center were ta- 
ken a-back and paid round with 
their heads to the Wetlward, while 
others of our flips, thofe in the 
rear in particular, which had fut- 
fered lefs in their rigging, p.id off 
and continued on their former tack, 
Some of the enemy’s fhips were alfo 
paid round by the fea breeze, with 
their heads to the Wettward; the 
admiral’s fecond a-head in particu- 
lar, which I fuppoted to be the 
Ajax, but proved afterwards to be 
the Severe, fell along-tide the Sul- 
tan, and ftruck to her; but, whilit 
the Sultan was wearing to jom me, 
made what failhe could, and fired on 
and raked the Sultan, without fhewing 
any colours, and then gotin amongit 
his own fhips. At fifty minutes patt 
noon, finding the Worcefter, Eagiec, 
and Burtord, itill continuing on their 
former tack, and nearing the body 
of the enemy's fquadron very fatt, 
I made the fignal to wear, and 
hauled down the fignal for the 
line, propofing to make the fignal 
for a general chafe ; but the cap- 
tain of the Monarea having hailed, 
and informed me that all his ftand- 
ing rigging was fhot away, and the 
flip otherwife fo much difabled as 
to be ungovernable, and the Hero 
on the contrary tack, hauling in 
with the land with the fignal of dif- 
treis out, and the enemy’s flips 
having wore and come to on the lar- 
board tack, thofe leatt difabled torm- 
ing to windward to cover their dif- 
abled fhips, and endeavouring to cut 
of the Eavle, I made the fignal, 
at twenty minutes patt one, to wear, 
and ttood te the Weiltward, the en- 
(1. 3) gagement 
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gagement ftill continuing partially, 
wherever our fhips were near the 
enemy's, and the Eagle hard prefled 
by two of the encmy’s fhips. At 
half paft one I made the fignal tor 
the line ot battle a-head on the lar- 
board tack, and made the Exeter’s 
fienal to come within hail, and di- 
rected her to take her ftarion a-ftern 
of the Sultan. Attwo P. M. the 
enemy’s fquadron were tlanding in 
fhore, and collecting their fhips, 
which I was alfo endeavouring to 
do, as our {quadron was very much 
difperfed, and continued on differ- 
ent tacks, the fhips being greatly 
difabled, and in general ungovern- 
able. 

Athalf paft four, T hauled down 
the fignal for the line of bale a- 
head, and made the fignal to pre- 
pare to anchor; and at half patt 
five Lanchored with the Superb in 
fix fathom water, between Nega- 
patnam and Nagore; the other 
fhips of the fquadron anchoring as 
they came in with the land, and the 
Worcetter next day. 

The enemy having collected their 
flips into aclofe body, anchored at 
fix P. M. about three leagues to lee- 
ward of our thips; during the re- 
mainder ot the day, and all night, 
our fhips were clolely emp!oyed in 
fecuring their lower mats, almott all 
their flanding rigging being fhot 
away; fplicing the old and reeving 
new rigging, and getting ferviceable 
fuils to the yards. 

On the 7th in the morning, the 
damages futtained by the feveral 
fips of the fquadron appeared to 
me fo great, that | gave up all 
thoughts of purfuing the enemy ; 
and at nine A. M. the French fqua- 
dron got under fail, and returned 
to Cuddalore road, their difabled 
fhips a-head; and thofe leis fo, co- 
vering their retreat in the rear. 

Atten A. M, I fent capt. James 
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Watt, of his majefly’s fhip the Sul. 
tan, in the Rodney brig difarmed 
with a flag of truce, and a letter 
to Monf. Suffrein, containing a de- 
mand of the furrender of the French 
hing’s thip the Ajax. Capt. Wate 
came up with the French fquadron 
the fame evening, and my letter was 
forwarded to Monf. Sutirein, who 
returned an evafive anfwer, fay ing 
it was the French fhip Severe who 
had the halliards of his enfien thor 
away, as frequently happens in ac. 
tion, by which means it came down, 
but never was intended tobe fruck. 

I am extremely happy to inform 
their lordthips, that in this engages 
ment his majefty’s fquadron under 
my command gained a decided fu- 
periority over that of the enemy; 
and had not the wind fhitted, and 
thrown his majetty’s fquadron out 
of action, at the very time when 
fome of the enemy’s  fhips had 
broken their line, and were run. 
ing away, and others of them 
greatly difabled, I have good reafon 
to believe it would have ended in 
the capture of feveral of their line 
I am happy alfo 
to inform their lordfhips, that the 
oificers and the men of the fquadron 
behaved to my fatisfaction, and 
have great merit for their bravery 
and fteady conduct: the captains 
Gell of the Monarca, Rainier of 
the Burford, and Watt of the Sul- 
tan, eminently diftinguifhed them- 
felves by a {trict attention to my 
fignals, and the utmott exertion of 
courage and conduct againft the 
enemy. 

I am alfo obliged to Col. Ful- 
larton, of the g8th regiment, who 
has been my companion in the Su- 
perb fince I left Madras road in 
March laft, preferring to ferve with 
his corps on board to living inactive 
on fhore. The officers and men of 


this regiment have behaved with 
great 
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t regularity on board the flips 
of the iquadren, and done their 
duty well on all occations, Major 
Grattan, an officer late of general 
Meadows’s ftafl, and a captain in the 
sooth regiment, has alfo ferved with 
great credit on board the Superb 
on this occafion, in the abfence ot 
his corps now on the Malabar coatt. 

The death of capt. Miaclellan, of 
the Superb, who was fhot through 
the heart with a grape thot early in 
the engagement, 1s univerfally re- 
gretted by all who knew him. I 
had experienced in him an excel- 
lent officer in every department of 
the fervice. 

Inclofed with this is an account 
of the killed and wounded on board 
each fhip, and liits of the Englith 
and French lines of battle. 


An Account of the killed and 
wounded on board the following 
Ships. 

Superb, Captain Dunbar Mac- 
lellan, 6 petty officers, feamen, 
marines, and g8th regiment, killed : 
19 petty officers, feamen, marines, 
and g8th regiment, wounded. 

Hero. Lieut. Henry Chapman, 
11 petty ofhcers, feamen, marines, 
and 1gth regiment, killed ; 23 petty 
officers, feamen, marines, and g8th 
regiment, wounded, 

Magnanime. 2 petty officers and 
feamen, killed ; lieut. ‘Thomas Henry 
Wilfon, capt. William Adlam, of 
the marines, as petty officers and 
feamen, wounded. 

Monmouth. Licut. Sabine Gaf- 
coigne, 11 petty officers, feamen, 
and marines, wounded. 

Monarca. 8 petty officers, fea- 


men, marines, and 8th regiment, 
killed; Mr. Francis Corrie, matter, 
capt. Abbot in the company’s fer- 
Vice, 44 petty officers, feamen, ma- 
rines, and g8th regiment, wounded. 

Burford. Capt. Vroxholme Jen- 
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kiufon, of the 98th regiment, with 
6 petty ofhcers, feamen, marines, 
and Lafcars, killed; Mr. Edward 
Darby, matter, Mr. Richard Da. 
niel, boatfwain, 32, petty officers, 
feamen, marines, and g8th regiment, 
wounded, 

Eagle. 4 petty officers and fea- 
men, killed: heut. William Wood, 
8 petty othcers, feamen, and ma- 
rines, wounded. 

Exeter. 11 petty officers, fea- 
men, marines, and Lafcars, killed; 
Mr. Thomas Cribbon, matter, Mr. 
William Cunningham,  boati{wain, 
22 petty officers, feamen, marines, 
g8th regiment, and Lafcars, wound- 
ed. 

Sultan. 16 petty officers, fea- 
men, and marines, killed; lieut. 
John Drew, lieut. Richard Wil- 
liams of the marines, 19 petty of- 
ficers, feamen, and marines, wound- 
ed. 

Worcefler. 1 Lafcar, killed; 
lieut. Johniton of the marines, 
8 petty officers, feamen, and ma- 
rines, wounded. 

Ifis. g petty officers, feamen, 
g8th regiment, and Lafcars, killed ; 
Ig petty officers, feamen, and ma- 
rines, wounded. 


Total killed and wounded. 











Ships names. Killed. Wou. 
Superb _— 7 19 
Hero — 12 23 
Magnanime — 2 17 
Monmouh — —  . 12 
Monarca -- 8 46 
Burford ~~ 7 34 
Kagle — 4 9 
Exeter — 4 24. 
Sultan — 16 21 
Worcetter - 1 9 
Ifis — 9 19 

Total 77 233 
(L 4) The 
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The Englifh and French Line of as well as its provifions being early 


Battle on the 6th of July, 1782. 


Englifh Ships. Guns. 
Hero — —_— 14 
Exeter _ — 64 
Ifis —_ —_ 50 
Burford — — 70 
Sultan —_— — 74 
Superb — — 74 
Monarca —_ — 70 
Worcefter _-- 64 
Monmouth —_ 64 
Fagle _ — 64 
Maguanime — 64 

Frigate, 
Seahorfe. 

French Ships. Guns, 
Le Flammand -_- 50 
Le Hannibal -—- “4 
Le Brilliant _- 64 
Le Severe -- — 64 
Le Hero — —_ 74 
Le Sphinx -- — 64 
Le Petit Hanmbal xe) 
1’ Artefian -- — 64 
Le Vengeur _ 64 
Le Bizarre ~—- — 64 
VOrnent — — 74 
L’Ajax — — 64 

Frigates. 


La Bellone, 
La Fine, 
Ta Naide, 
La Diligente. 
EDW. HUGHES. 


Superd, in Madras Road, 
Aug. 12, I 782. 


FINDING it impoflible to repair 
the lofs of top-maitts, and the other 
damages the fhips of the fquadron 
had futtained in the engagement, on 
the rth of laft month, with the 
French fquadron under the com- 
mand of M. Suffrein, without a 
fupply of fpars, fithes and cordage, 
and the ammunition of the fquadron 


exhautted, I was under the necefhr 
to proceed with the fquadron to this 
road, where our ttores and provi- 
fions are depofited ; and having {jj}. 
ed from my then ftation off News. 
patnam on the 18th, arrived eve 
the 20th of lait month, where | 
have been inceflantly labouring to 
put the fhips in a condition for fer. 
vice. 

When I left the windward ftation 
off Negapatnam, the French fyva- 
dron was at an anchor off Cudda 
lere, repairing their damages, 

On my arrival in this road, | 
learned that his majefty’s thip Scepe 
tre, captain Samuel Graves, one of 
Sir Richard Bickerton’s fquadron, 
had arrived here on the 13th of lat 
month, and had again failed with 
his majetty’s armed tranfport San 
Carlos on the 17th, with intent to 
join me to the fouthward; and on 
the 28th of the month they both 
joined me in this road: captain 
Graves had parted company with 
Sir Richard Bickerton’s fquadroa 
foon atter it left the Channel, had 
been at Rio Janeiro, where he met 
the Medca frigate, and, in the courle 
ot their paflage to India, they cap- 
tured a large French fhip laden with 
naval ftores, in charge of which 
capt. Graves lett the Medea, and 
proceeded on in the Sceptre to join 
me. 

On the 31ft I difpached his ma- 
jefty’s fhips Monmouth and Sceptre 
to ‘Trincomalé, with a reintorce- 
ment of troops, and a fupply ot 
provifions and ftores, under the 
command of captain Alms; and I 
have the fatisfa¢tion to inform their 
lordthips, that fervice has been very 
completely performed, and the two 
fhips rejoined me here on the roth 
of this month. 

As the thips of the fquadron are 


now nearly fitted, I hope to be — 
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to proceed to fer in a few days to 
cover the arrival of the expected re- 
‘nforcements under Sir Richard 

f : 
Bickerton, and oppofe the enemy’s 
fyuadron. 


Superb, in Madras Road, 
Aug. 16, I 782. 


1 BEG you will be pleafed to 
saform their lordihips, that, fince 
clofing my lait letter to you, dated 
the 12th of this month, his majefty’s 
frigate the Medea, captain Gower, 
arrived and joined me here the 13th, 
and his majetty’s frigate the Co- 
ventry this day from Bombay, where 
fhe has been completely repaired. 

The Medea brought in with her 
a French fhip about 450 tons bur- 
then, laden with provifions and 
ftores, bound to the Mauritias, but 
captured by the Sceptre and Medea 
off the Cape of Good Hope. 

Captain Mitchell, of the Coven- 
try, informs me, that on the y2th 
ot this moth, off Friars Hood on 
the ifland of Ceylon, he fell in with 
and attacked the Bellona, a French 
frigate of 40 guns, and, after a fe- 
vere engagement of two hours and 
ahalt, the Bellona fheered off from 
the Coventry, and made fail to join 
the French flect ; and the Coventry 
had fuffered fo much in her mafts 
and rigging, as not to be able to 
come up with her betore fhe joined 
the French fleet, confifting of 23 
fail, which capt. Mitchell faw ar 
anchor in the Battacalo road, and 
was chafed by two or their line of 
batile fhips. In the engagement the 
Coventry had 15 men killed, and 
29 wounded ; and | hope to be able 
fo far to repair her damages, as to 
carry her to fea with me in two or 
three days. Captain Mitchell {peaks 
highly of the courage and good 
conduct of the Coventry’s officers 
and men ; and I trutt their lordihips 
will give him his full fhare ef me- 
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rit, for having fo gallantly attacked 
and beaten an enemy’s thip fo fupe- 
rior in force to his own. 


Superb, in Madras Road, 
Sept. 30, 1782. 

IN my letter of the rath of lat 
month, | mentioned my intention 
to proceed to fea when the fquadron 
was refitted, for the purpofe of co- 
vering the arrival ot the expected 
reinforcements under the command 
of Sir Richard Bickerton, and to 
oppole the enemy’s fquadron; and 
accordingly, on the 2oth, the fqua- 
dron having completed its provi- 
fions, and being in a tolerable con- 
dition for fervice, I left the road 
with the fquadron under my com- 
mand, and ufed all diligence potible 
to get to the fouthward to Trinco- 
malé, being apprehenfive the enemy 
would endeavour to make them{elves 
matters of that harbour in the ab. 
fence of the fquadron; but the 
wind blowing ftrong from the fouth- 
ward, I did not arrive with the 
fquadron off ‘Trincomalé till the 
night of the 2d of this month ; and 
in the morning following I difco- 
vered French colours on the forts, 
and their fquadron reinforced by the 
Illuftre, of 74 guns, the St. Mi- 
chael, of 64, and the Elizabeth, 
formerly a Company’s fhip, of so 
guns, with feveral tranfports, in all 
30 fail, at anchor in the feveral bays 
there. 

On the appearance of his ma- 
jefty’s {quadron on the morning of 
the 3d, the French fquadron, con- 
fifting of 14 line of battle fhips, the 
Elizabeth, three frigates, and a fire- 
fhip, got under fail, and, about fix 
A.M. ftood out of Black Bay to the 
S. Eaftward, the wind blowing 
{trong at S. W. off the fhore, which 
placed them to windward of his 
majefty’s {quadron. At ten minutes 
pait fix A.M. I made the fignal “w 
the 
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the line of battle a-head at two ca- 
bles length diftance, fhortened fail, 
and edyed away from the wind, that 
the fhips to form the van of our 
line might the more fpeedily get 
into their flations. .At 20 minutes 
ft eight, the enemy’s fquadron 
eth to edge down on our line, 
then formed in good order. From 
that time till half paft eleven A. M. 
I fteered under topfails in the line 
E. S. E. with the wind blowing 
ftrong at S. W. in order to draw the 
enemy’s fquadron as tar as poflible 
from the port of Trincomale ; they 
fometimes edging down, fometimes 
bringing to, and in ne regular or- 
der, as if undetermined what to do. 
At noon the enemy’s fquadron 
appeared to have an intention to en- 
gage. At half paft two, P. M. the 
French line began to fire on ours, 
and I made the fignal for battle; at 
five minutes after, the engagement 
was general from our van ‘to our 
rear ; the two additional fhips of the 
enemy’s line falling furioufly on our 
rearmoft fhip the Worceiter, were 
bravely refifted by that fhip and the 
Monmouth, her fecond a-head, 
which backed all her fails to affitt 
her. About the fame time, the van 
of the enemy’s line, to which five 
of their fhips had crouded, bore 
down on the Exeter and Ilis, the two 
headmoft fhips of our line, and by 
an exerted fire on them, forced the 
Exeter, much difabled, out of the 
line; then tacked, keeping their 
wind, and firing on the Ifis, and 
other fhips of our van, as they paff- 
ed. Inthe mean time the centers 
of the two lines were warmly en- 
gaged, fhip to fhip. At twenty- 
eight minutes pait three, the mizen- 
maft of the French admiral’s fecond 
a-ftern was fhot or cut away, and, 
at the fame time, his fecond a-head 
loft her tore and mizen top-matts. 
Ac thirty-five minutes paft five 
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the wind fhifting fuddenly from §, 
W. to E,S. Es] made the fignal tor 
the fquadrog to wear, which was 
inftantly obeyed in good order, the 
fhips ot the enemy’s fquadron either 
wearing or ftaying at the fame time : 
and the engagement was renewed on 
the other tack clofe and vigoroutly 
on our part. At twenty minutes 
patt fix the French admirai’s main. 
matt was fhot away by the board, 
and foon after his mizen-maft ; and 
about the fame time the Worceiter, 
one of our line of battle flips, lott 
her main-top-maft. At about feven 
P. M. the body of the French fqua- 
dron hauled their wind to the fouth- 
ward, the fhips in our rear continu- 
ing a fevere fire on them till twent 

minutes pait feven, when the en- 
gagement ceafed ; and the {hips of 
our {quadron had apparently fuffer- 
ed fo much, as to be in no condition 
to purfue them. At about eight 
P. M. made the night fignal for the 
line of battle a-head on the larboard 
tack ; but the night being dark, and 
feveral of the fhips not to be feen, 
at twelve P.M. I made the fignal 
for the fquadron to bring to, and 
lie by on the larboard tack. At 
day-light no part of the enemy’s 
{quadron was in fight; and the Ea- 
gle, Monmouth, Burford, Superb, 
and feveral other fhips making much 
water from fhot-holes, fo very low 
down in the bottom as not to be 
come at, to be effectually flopped ; 
and the whole having fuffered {e- 
verely in their mafts and ngging; 
under thefe circumftances, and Trn- 
comalé being in the enemy’s poflef- 
fion, and the other parts of the wet 
coaft of Ceylon unfafe to anchor on, 
at this feafon of the year, when the 
N. E. winds often blow {trong there, 
I was under the neceflity of fteering 
with the fquadron for this coaft, to 
get anchoring ground, in order to 


ftop the fhot-holes under water ; and 
from 











from the difabled tlate of the feveral 
fhips, I fell in with the land a very 
few leagues only to windward ot 
this port, on the 8th of this month, 
and anchored in this road on the 
gth, and am now clofely employed 
in repairing the damages the feveral 
fhips have received. 

By the account of the killed and 
wounded, their lordfhips will ob- 
ferve, that although we have been 
fortunate in lofing tew of our men, 
we have fuffered moft feverely in of- 
ficers. The hon. capt. Lumley, of 
the Ifis, a very good officer, and 

romifing young man ; capt. James 
Vatt, of the Sultan, a moft worthy 
officer, died ot his wounds; and 
capts Charles Wood, of the Wor- 
cefter, a mott deferving officer, dan- 
geroufly wounded, with litle hopes 
of his recovery. 

As the change of the monfoon is 
“now near at hand, and the line of 
battle fhips, in their prefent fiate, 
cannot remain on this coait; and as 
the latenels of the feafon may have 
induced Sir Richard Bickerton to 
remain at Bombay, in hopes of join- 
ing me there, I am preparing the 
fhips of the fquadron for fervice, 
and, fo foon as they are in a con- 
dition, I fhall proceed to fea with 
them, and make the beit of my way 
to Bombay, and there ufe every pof- 
fible diligence to get the fquadron in 
acondition tocome early on thiscoaft. 

Lhave not been able to procure 
the leaft intelligence of the French 
fquadron fince the engagement of 
the 3d of this month, but fuppofe 
they are re-fitting at Trincomale. 

Inclofed is the account of the 
killed and wounded in the late en- 
gagement ; and a lift of the Engiifh 
and French naval force in thefe feas, 
as they were on the 3d of this 
month, 

Superb. 4 feamen, killed ; lieut. 
Murray, licut. Orr of the marines, 


lieut. Thompfon, of the 98th regi- 
ment, 49 feamen and marines, 
wounded, 

Hero. 1 feaman, killed; 17 fea- 
men and marines, wounded, 

Sultan, 4 feamen and marines, 
killed; captain Watt (fince dead), 
lieut. Bartholomew, licut, Stewart 
of the 78th regiment, 43 feamen, 
marines, and 78th regiment, wound- 
ed. 

Magnanime. 3 feamen and rt 
fepoy killed; lieut. Stephenfon, 16 
feamen, wounded, 

Monmouth. 3 feamen wounded. 

Monarca. Capt. Robert Clug- 
flone, of the marines, lieut. Barrett 
of ditto, 4 feamen, marines, 78th 
and g8th regiments, killed; hon. 
capt. “Maitland of the 78th regi- 
ment, hon hieut. Sandilands, lieut. 
Armitrong, 10 feamen, 78th and 
gsth regiments, wounded, 

Burtord. 4 feamen and 98th re- 
giment, killed; 38 feamen, ma- 
rincs, 78th and g8th regiments, 
wounded, 

Sceptre. 2 feamen killed; 23 
feamen wounded. 

Eagle. 8 feamen killed; 14 
feamen wounded. 

Exeter. 6 feamen, marines, and 
g&8th regiment, killed ; lieut. Atkins, 
13 feamen, marines, and g8th re- 
giment, wounded. 

Worcefter. Lieut, Edwards of 
the marines, boatfwain, 4 feamen, 
killed; capt. Charles Wood (dan- 
geroufly) 15 feamen, wounded. 

Ifis. Hon. capt. Lumley, Mr. 
Bell, mafter’s mate, 5 feamen and 
marines, killed ; 19 feamen and mae 
rines, wounded. 


Total number killed and wounded. 


Ships Names. Kill, Wou. 
Superb _ 4 s2 
Hero —_— 1 17 
Sultan -- 4 43 

lagnanime == = 5 17 


Monmouth 
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Monmouth — ° 3 
Monarca — 6 22 
Burtord _— 4 35 
Sceptre -- 2 23 
Kagle — 8 4 
Exeter ~ 6 19 
Worcefter — 6 16 
ltis — 7 19 

‘Total Si 233 

A Lift of che Englih and French 

Squadrons. 
Englifh Ships. 
Superb -4 
Hero (coppered) 4 
Sultan (ditto) 7+ 
Burford 70 
Monarca o§ 
Fixcter 64 
Worcefter 64 
Monmouth (coppered) 64 
Eagle 64 
Magnanime (coppered) 64 
Sceptre (ditto) 64 
liis (ditto) 5° 
Frigates. 
San Carlos (coppercd) 4 
Active (ditto) 32 
Coventry (ditto) 28 
Med a (ditto) 28 
Scahorle (ditto) 24 
Combuttion firethip. 

French Ships. Guns. 
Hero (coppered) 4 
Illuttre (ditto) 74 
L’Orient 74 
Hannibal 74 
Vengeur (coppered) 64 
Artetian (ditto) 64 
Sphynx (ditto) 64 
Brilliant 64 
Severe 64 
Bizarre 64 
Ajax 64 
St. Michael (coppered) 64 


dng. Hannibal (ditto) 50 








ra PER ¢ 
Flamand 


on 9 
Confolante — 


59 
Frigates, 
Pourvoyeufe 36 
Bellone (coppered) : 


La Fine (ditto) * 
Sylphide 18 
Chafer (coppered) 18 
Diligente. 


Pulverifeur firefhip. 


Superb, in Madras Road, 
Of. 16, 1782. 
IN continuation of my letter of 


Guns. the oth of laft month, | beg you 


will pleafe to acquaint their lord- 
flips, that the weather growing ver 
threatning and f{qually, fo that fe. 
veral of the fhips of the fquadron 
have parted their cables, and lof 
their anchors already, I am prepar- 
ing to fail with the line of battle 
fhips for Bombay, leaving all the 
frigates to cruize between Point 
Palmiras and this road, for the pro- 
tection of the merchant fhips and 
veffels failing between Bengal and 
this port. 1 have not to this hour 
received any intelligence where Sir 
Richard Bickerton, with his ma- 


jefty’s fips and conyoy under his 


command, now are. 





Extra& of a Letter from on bord the 
Monarca, Capt. Gill, dated Ma- 
dras Road, Sept. 18, 1782. 

Wrote you a letter per Porcu- 
pine, a thip purchafed by capt. 

Sutton, late of the Ifis, to bring 

him and his people to England (you 

mutt be well informed with the ftory 
of that officer, whofe conduct at St. 

Jago, when with commodore John- 

{tone, is vet to be enquired into ; 

he comes home by leave of the ad- 

miral for that purpofe) but after be- 
ing fourteen days from this port, 
they {prung a Icak and were obliged 

© to 








to put back; the veflel foundered 
within ten leagues of the port, but 
the people were all faved, and the 
captain has fince purchafed the 
Myrtle traniport, in which he hopes 
to have better fucceis. My letter 
per Porcupine, which has fince (I 
learn from capt. $.) been difpatched 
by another fhip, will intorm you of 
every gircumttance to the 20th ult. 
fince that time we have had a varieiy 
of bufinefs, and in particular a third 
engagement with the French, who 
have taken Trincomaleé fince we left 
our ftation off Ceylon. 

in that action, which happened 
the sth inft, no people could ever 
have a better belly-full of fighting 
then tell to our flare; the engage- 
ment laited from eleven in the morn- 
ing till five in the afternoon; the 
hotteit of It Was from one ull"half 
after two, during which time we 
had the honour of being engaged 
by L’Orient, of 74 guns, comme- 
dore Suilrein’s own fhip, and to- 
wards the latter end, by La Severe 
of 64, whom that commander called 
to his allifiance, to engage on our 
bow, when being a fieth thip, fhe 
did us confiderable damage; the 
Sultan which was a-head of her, and 
the Superb, whe admiral’s thip next, 
with the Burford of 74, on our 
fiern, Hero ot 74 behind her, and 
Worcetter of 64 fiill more aftern, 
fuftained the greateit fhare of this 
bloody onfet. La Severe of 64, 
firuck to us, and L’Heros of 74 to 
the Sultan ; another fhip of 64 guns 
alfo truck her colours to the Wor- 
ceiter of 64 guns: the two firft were 
going to be taken pofietfion of, but 
lecing our difabled condition, the 
boats of La Severe, in which fliip 
there Was a ditiinguifhing flag, tow- 
ed heraway. L’Heros of 74, much 
to their difhonour, when the boats 
of the Sultan went to take poffeifion, 
her captain heeled his fhip round 
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the ilern of capt. Watts hip, and 
bringing all her guns to bear, pave 
her a whole brosdiide rake, by 
which more men feli than had bees 
killed in all the prior part of the en- 
garement: feventeen fell dead on 
the lower deck. Our people who 
faw the tranfaction were not able to 
do the king’s brave fellows jutuce, 
as our boats on the boom were all 
torn to pieces. The fhip which had 
lowered her colours to the Woreef- 
ter, was towed away by L’Orient of 
74 guns, who with diilicultry got 
her off, 

Great complaints are made again 
one or two of the fhips for not ex 
crting themielves, tor though we 
had cleven fail of the line, feven 
bore the chiet of the engagemem, 
but ro enquiry can take place here, 
the whole coait is in too much con- 
fufion. 

After our battle we made the bef 
way here we could, as moft of the 
fhips were fo terribly mauled. Tle 
Superb behaved in all mott gallant. 
ly. The admiral bas loft anothea 
captain fighting by his fide. Provi- 
fions are fo exceflive fearce here thae 
there is a talk of our going to Bom- 
bay, but es affairs are in fuch a fitu- 
ation, thisis far trom certain, efpe- 
cially as we hear Sir Richard Bick- 
erton, with a reinforcemeat, is on 
the coait, which we may mils ot 
{hould we depart. 

The French are at Trincomalé, 
where the adimiral will certainly at- 
tack them again the very firlt oppor- 
tunity ; and asthe bay is not clofed, 
they may be brought to an action 
without danger to our fleet. 

Rice fells here at a price hardly 
ever known; our people live en- 
tirely upon the fhips ttores, two 
veflels with provifions for this fet- 
tlement having been loit in coming 
from Bengal. ‘The monfoons on 
this coaft are moft terrible; we have 
already 
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already experienced one, and hope 
we fhall not meet another, which in 
the prefent ftate of the f{quadron 
might prove fatal. 


7 





Extra& of a Letter from the Prefi- 
dent and Selec? Committee of the 
Court of Dircétors of the Eaf? In- 
dia Company, dated 27 ‘Fune, 


1783, received over Land 21fi of 


Notcmber. 
UR laft letter left general Mat- 


thews, with his whole torce 
collected, in poflefion of Onore, 
and under pofitive orders to make an 
Immediate attempt upon the city of 
Bednure, in cafe the intelligence 
then juft received of Hyder’s death 
proved well founded. In purfuance 
of thefe orders, the general pro- 
ceeded to Cundapore, which he re- 
duced after fome flight refittance, 
and from thence reprefented, in very 
ftrong terins, that the condition of 
the army was not fuch as would 
warrant the attempt upon Beduure, 
but that neverthelefs he fhould make 
the trial ; and this advice of his in- 
tention was conveyed in a letter 
from Cundapore, dated the 29th of 
January, and received here the 8th 
of February. 

The general’s reprefentation of 
the danger of the enterprize, and 
fatal confequences of a failure, was 
exprefied fo forcibly, that we cid 
not think it proper, after an opi- 
nion given in fuch {trong terms by 
the officer who was to execute the 
fervice, to perfift in exacting a com- 
pliance with our above mentioned 
orders; and we therefore, though 
with reluctance, difpatched difcre- 
tionary orders to the general to de- 
fer the attempt, at the fame time re- 
commending to him to give due 
weight in the fcale to the advantages 
Hyder’s death would afford him, 
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which in our opinion more than 
counte rbalanced the objections which 
might in itrict prudence be urged 
againit the attempr. z 

The fervice, however, had been 
perfor med betorethe difpatch arrived 
of our orders, andon the r4thof Fe. 
bruary the prefident received advice 
in a note trom capt. Torriano, com. 
mandant at Onore, of our army 
having forced the Gauts, and gained 
pofleiiion of the city of Bednure, 
Advice of this important event was 
fhortly after communicated to you 
by the prefident. ’ 

Subfequent reports, and intelli. 
gence collected from private letters, 
made us very impatient to receive a 
relation of his fuccefs from the ge- 
neral himfelf, as we foon underftood 
that a treaty of a particular nature 
hau een concluded with Hyat Saib, 
the governer of Bednure under Hy- 
der Ally, and that he was continued 
in the government of that city with 
an authority, little interior to what 
he held before we had beco:ne ma- 
fters of the place. 

On the 26th of February colonels 
Macleod and Humberfton, and ma- 
jor Shaw, the principal oflicers of 
his majefty’s troops, arrived here 
from the army, which they left fome 
days after the furrender of Bednure, 
but we had ftill no letters from bri- 
gadier-general Matthews. Thefe 
gentlemen, on their arrival, each 
gave in memorials, {lating their rea- 
fons for quitting the army. 

Mangalore furrendered by capt- 
tulation the gth of March, after a 
practicable breach had been nearly 
effected. Catwar and other forts in 
the Soundah country, had been 
likewife reduced by a feparate ce- 
tachment under capt. Carpenters 
and fome ports inland, a confider- 
able diflance to the eaftward of Bed- 
nure, by other detachments. 


In the letter from the general 
above 
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abore mentioned, dated the 4th of 
March, he taxes the whole army in 
terms the moft fevere and unquali- 
fied, but altogether general and in- 
gifcriminate, with offences of the 
highett criminality. He fays, that 
after the furrender of Bednure, the 
fame of difcontent broke out a- 
mongit the officers, which rapidly 
fpread from thofe in the immediate 
fervice of his majefty to the hon. 
company’s fervants, and that this 
flame being blown by a few zealots 
for plunder and booty, he was apt 
to think was one caufe of depriving 
him at that critical time of the fer- 
vice of lieut. colonels Macleod and 
Humberiion. He mentioned in very 
concife terms, fome points of dit- 
ference between bimfelf and colonel 
Macleod, refpecting a claim of rank, 
and the mode of fupplying his ma- 
jelly’s troops. That the agents for 
the captors had been loud in their 
reprefentations of the fuppofed right 
of the army, and they and the of- 
ficers had done every thing that was 
difrefpectful and injurious to him: 
which circumftances, fo contrary to 
good order and difcipline, could not 
fail to increafe the fpirit for plunder 
in the foldiery, who, encouraged by 
the practice of officers, were become 
loofe and unfeeling as the mott li- 
centious free-booters. 

The general farther faid, he fup- 
pofed col. Macleod would deliver 
the papers on the fubjeét of thele 
difputes, and called upon us to take 
. Meafures to prevent fuch dangerous 

proceedings : that the troops in Bed- 
bure were almoft in a ftate of mu- 
timmy; the enemy collecting a force 
within thirty miles; the profpect of 
re-fettling the city every moment 
more diftant, owing to the dejection 
of Jemautdar Hyat Saib, who, from 
the illiberal and indecent expreflions 
of officers, was filled with appre- 
herfions that made him uttcrly de- 
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fpond, and rendered him incapable 
of any exertion, 

Such was the accufation againtt 
the army, and fuch the materials 
afforded by the general as grounds 
upon which government were to take 
their meafures in fo delicate and 
critical an emergency. Col. Mac- 
leod had not delivered the papers, as 
fuppofed by the general: he had 
only on his arrival, as mentioned in 
a former paragraph, given in a me- 
morial, affigning his reafons for 
quitting the army, and ftating, with 
candour and moderation, the cir- 
cumftances of his own rank and fer- 
vices, and the complaints of his ma- 
jefty’s troops, which had rendered 
it impoihible for him to continue to 
ferve utder command of brigadier- 
general Matthews. ‘Thefe circum. 
iiances, as well as our refolutions in 
confequence, will be communicated 
by a future conveyance, only deem- 
ing it material to mention at prefent, 
that being of opinion the fervices of 
an officer of col. Macleod’s abilit 
and experience were abfolutely re- 
quifite at fo critical a period, we 
had made a requeft to him, on the 
7th of March, to continue to ferve 
on this coaft until we could receive 
the determination of the governor- 
general and council, or general 
Coote, regarding his cafe; giving 
him affurance, that we would en- 
deavour in the mean time to place 
him on a footing that might be fa- 
listactory, in any practicable manner 
he could point out. 

Colonel Macleod thewed a readi- 
nefs in complying with our requeft, 
that entitled him to every mark of 
attention from the company. He 
recalled to our attention his difh- 
culties in ferving with general Mat- 
thews; ftill, however, offering to 
ferve wherever and in whatever 
fhape we might command; but in 
order to avoid all difputes relating to 
king's 
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king’s and companys troops, aud to 
enable him to terve with more efh- 
cacy, he fugyeited the necellity of 
our beitowing company’s rank upon 
him. 

In confequence of the general’s 
reference, we called upon colonel 
Macleod the 18th of March, for 
the papers alluded to, who, in re- 
turn, demanded from our juitice an 
extract of the general’s letter, in 
which thofe difputes on his conduct 
were mentioncd. 

Colonel Macleod being furnithed 
with the defired extract, delivered 
the papers required, accompanied 
with a letter from himfelt in vindi- 
cation of his own character, and of 
the other officers involved in one 
general acculation. ‘These papers 
arc of too great length to be ient 
by an overland difpatch ; but they 
contain imputations againtt the ge- 
neral ot a very ferious nature, and 
fupported bya ilrong teliamony. 

Our want of intormation from 
general Matthews laid us under a ne- 
ceflity of applying to colonel Mac- 
leod to furniih us with a detail of 
the operations of the army from their 
leaving Gundapore to the furrender 
of Bednure, and any information 
he could atlord refpecting the nature 
ef the treaty with Hvat Saib, and 
the proceedings in coniequence. 

Colonel Macleod in confequence 
fent inthe journals kept by himielt 
and colone! Humberiton, and gave 
us all the intormation in his power 
relative to the furrender of Bed- 
nure and the treaty with Hyat Saib. 
When the selpective details of thefe 
gentlemen and general Matthews of 
the fame event fhall come betore 
you, you will doubtlefs make due 
comparifon. 

We are informed that the general, 
notwithftanding the capitulation, 
immediately on getting pofleifion of 
Bednure, confined Hyat Saib a clofe 
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prifoner, and that many bad cor. 
fequences refulted trom the alarm 
and unpretlion given by this pros 
ceeding. , That very great treatures 
were found in the Durbar, amount. 
ing to fourteen lacs and upwards 
betides much other treafgre and 


jewels not expofed, which were at 


firit publicly fhewn to the officers 
by the general, and declared to be 
the property of the army. That 
the breach between the general and 
Hyat Saib was foon after made up; 
and, ina few days, the army were 
aftonifhed to hear that Hyat Saib 
had claimed all this money, which 
evidently belonged to the govern. 
ment of the country, as his private 
property, dnd that the general had 
retiered it to him on that plea. Co. 
lonecl Macleod had been detached 
at histume: but this tranfa¢tion re. 
viving a difcontent and fufpicion 
ocealioned by a former atlair at 
Onore, fome of the other principal 
officers were carried to Hyat Saib by 
the general, who prevailed upon him 
to make a donation to the army of 
halt a lack of pagodas. 

We took the general’s conduc 
and the tiate of the army under con- 
fideration on the 27th of March, and 
now tranimit a copy of our proceed- 
ings on this very ditheult and dil 
agreeable oceafion. 

Feeling the flrongeft conviction 
that the fervice could not profper 
in his hands, we thought it our 1n- 
difpentible duty not to continue him 
any longer in the command of the ar- 
my in the Bednure country: and 
we accordingly came toa refolution 
to remove him therefrom, and to ful- 
pend him from the honourable com- 
pany’s fervice until he can clear up 
the feveral charges ayaintt hun. 

We appointed lieurenant-colonel 
Macleod, of his majefty’s forces 
the officer firft in rank upon this 
coaft, and who had dittinguithe” 
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timfelf by the defeat of Tippoo Saib 
at Panany, to fucceed general Mat- 
thews in the command of the army 
in the Bednure country ; and we al- 
fo defired lieutenant-colonel Hum- 
berfton and major Shaw to rejoin 
the army. 

We had fome days before, on 
the 17th ot March, received advice 
from Mr., D. Anderion, in a letter 
dated the 2cth of February, of the 
Mahratta treaty having arrived from 
Poonah. 

The peace had been duly pro- 
claimed at Bombay, and every ne- 
ceflary hep taken on our part tor the 
performance of the treaty. The 
Ranger had failed the sth of April, 
with colonels Macleod and Hum- 
beriton, major Shaw, and other of- 
ficers, to join the army. Licutenant 
Pruen, the commander of the vef- 
fel, having been previoutly apprized 
of the peace, and furnithed with 
the fame orders as had been circu- 
lated to all the marine, not to com- 
mit hoitilities avaintt the Mahrattas : 
when on the 8th of Aprilwe were 
alarmed by an account given by a 
Lafear, who had efcaped, that the 
Ranger had been attacked on the 
8th, three days after the leaving 
Bombay, by the Mahratta flect, and, 
alter a mott defperate refiftance of 
near five hours, was obliged to fub- 
mit tofuperior force, and, with the 
whole convoy of boats, had been 
carried into Gheriah. 

We were under great anxiety and 
uncertainty, tora contiderable time, 
segarding the fate of colonel Mac- 
leod and the other officers, which 
Was Mot entirely removed till the 
23dof May, when the prefident re- 
ceived a letter from him, dated at 
Gheriah the sthof thatmonth, In 
this letter the colonel mentions he 
had made feveral unfuccefstul at- 
tempts to convey advice of his mif- 
fartune, and thea relates fome cir 
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cumftances of the engagement, re- 
terring, for a more particular ac- 
count, to lieutenant Pruen. The 
account colonel Macleod gives is, 
that on the morning of the 8th or 
April, they found themfelves. near 
the Mahratta fleet belonging to 
Gheriah, which without tpeaking 
or ceremony, attacked the Ranger 
with greattury. Lieutenant Pruen 
fought his veffel with the grcatett 
courage. ‘fheir defence was def- 
perate, and ceafed not till they were 
almoft all killed or wounded. Major 
Shaw was fhot dead; colonel Hum- 
berilon was thot through the lungs ; 
lieutenant Stuart, ot the rooth regi- 
ment, was almoit cut to pieces on 
boarding ; lieutenant John Tay- 
lor, of the Bombay troops, was 
fhot through the body; lieutenant 
Senton, of the Bombay artillery, 
and lieutenant Pruen, commander 
ot the vefiel, were wounded with 
{words on boarding. In the begin- 
ning of the a¢tion, colonel Macleod 
received two wounds in his left hand 
and fhoulder; and, alictle before it 
was over, a mufquet ball pafled 
through his body, which pierced 
his lungs and fpleen. Lieutenant 
Pruen’s account likewile proves, that 
the Mahrattas began the attack, and 
that he receive 1a number of thot be- 
tore he returneda gun. ‘Their force 
coniitied of two large fhips, a ketch 
and eight gallivats, with which the 
Ranger, carrying only twelve guns, 
twelve-pounders, fuftained a clofe 
engagement of four hours and a 
halt; and for the laft hour, the two 
fhips and the ketch were lafhed a- 
long fide of the Ranger, in which 
fituation the engagement was con- 
tinued with mufquetry only; and 
the brave detence of the officers and 
crew prevented the enemy trom en- 
tering the veflel, till, from the 
number of killed and wounded, and 
mott of the mufquets being render- 
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ed unferviceable, the fire of the 


Ranger was fo much reduced, that 
the commander was under a necef- 
fity of ftriking ; and the inftant the 
colours were down, the enemy 
rufhed on board, and cruelly cut 
and wounded feveral of the officers 
and men, while others jumped over- 
board, to avoid immediate death. 
The fame night the Ranger was 
carried into Gheriah, where the 
fubedar and officers difowned all 
knowledge of the peace, and re- 
fufed to releafe the veffel and officers 
without orders from Poonah. 

We are concerned to add, that 
colonel Humberftone died at Ghe- 
riah, the 30th, of April, of the 
wound he received in the action. 
Colonel Macleod’s recovery was 
long thought impoffible, but he is 
now perfectly reftored to health, 
Lieutenants Stuart, Taylor, Seton, 
and Pruen are alfo recovered. 

The Ranger, with colonel Ma- 
cleod and the other furviving officers 
arrived here the zgth of May, hav- 
ing been relea‘ed from Gheriah the 
27th, in toodifabled and defpoiled 
condition to make her way to the 
fouthward. 

Our laft letter from Mr. Ander- 
fon is dated the roth of May, up- 
on receipt of the intelligence of the 
capture of the Ranger, which he 
immediately communicated to Mha- 
dajee Scindia, and required him in 
{trong terms to give fome explana- 
tion with regard to this outrage, and 
the mea(fures which he intended to 
purfue in vindication of his own ho- 
nour, which was thus brought into 
queftion. Scindia‘declared, that none 
of his late letters from the minifter 
gave him the leaft reafon to appre- 
hend any finiiter intentions in the 
Mahratta government, and he affur- 
ed Mr. Anderfon, that he had writ- 
ten in ftrong terms to the miniiter to 
punith with death the perfon who 
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committed this aét of hofiility, and 
to make full reftitution of the flores 
and effects taken ; that if they come 
plied with thefe requifitions, he 
would undertake to reconcile the 
Englith government, but if they 
refufed, they muft take the confe- 
quences: that for his part, fince fo 
enormous an outrage had been com. 
mitted after the conclufion of the 
treaty, he muft confult and adopt 
the inclinations of the Englith. 

So far from punifhing the officer 
who committed the aét of hoftility, 
we are affured by colonel Macleod, 
that he received from the minitter 
— marks of approbation and 

onorary rewards for his condué, 
Colonel Macleod was invited to the 
ceremony held on this occafion, and 
fome of the officers were actually 
prefent when the fubedar exhibited 
in public durbar, according to the 
cuftom of the country, the hono- 
rary ornaments which had been fent 
to him from Poonah. 

By this time matters to the fouth- 
ward had taken a very unfavourable 
turn. The latter end of April we 
received advice from the felect com- 
mittee at Madras, in a letter dated 
the 12th of March, that Tippoo 
had fent the greateft part of his ar- 
my out of the Carnatic through the 
Changamah pafs, and that they 
concluded he himfelf would foon 
follow, in order to ufe his utmoit 
efforts to recover “his valuable pof- 
feffions in the Bednure country. 

General Matthews fent repeated 
advice of the enemy’s approach 
in force, and requifitions for rein- 
forcement. Under the 2oth of 
March he writes from Mangulore 
of a body 50,000 men, with 25 
pieces of cannon, being to the eaft- 
ward of Bednure, and that he 
fhould fet off for that place next 
day, when he faid he may poflibly 
collect 1200 fepoys and 400 Euro: 

peans 











s. with five pieces of cannon, 
gen the enemy in the field. 
His next letter is dated the 27th, 
gt Cundapore, in which he repeats 
his intelligence and requeft or a 
reinforcement, without which he 
obferves it will be next to a mira- 
cle if he can preferve his footing. 
He then mentions as a certainty, 
that a very large force was arrived 
within 35 miles of Bednure. His 
pext letter, and the laft we have 
received from him, was dated the 
ift of April, at Bednure, and ad- 
vifed that Tippoo Saib, with 1000 
French, 12000 horfe, and as many 
infantry, with a few guns, was ar- 
rived within 45 miles, and purpofed 
pufhing on without delay. We foon 
after received an account from cap- 
tain Matthews, the general’s brother, 
dated at Cundapore, of a fmart 
action having happened, in which 
the company’s troops gained con- 
fiderable advantage. ‘This account 
was not diftinét, and only collected 
from the country peopie. 

Our next accounts informed us 
of the lofs of the two pofts the ge- 
neral had eftablithed atthe Gauts, by 
which the communication between 
Bednure and the fea coaft was cut off. 
The principal poft which had been 
reprefented as very ftrong, appears 
to have been loft after a very flight 
defence, by the mifcondu€& of the 
ofhcer in command. The fugitives 
who efcaped from the Gauts com- 
municated fuch diforder and panic 
to the garrifon at Cundapore, that 
little elfe but an efcape was thought 
of, in attempting which numbers of 
men and horfes were drowned. 
Large magazines of ftores and pro- 
vilions, which were deposited at 


Cundapore, were immediately fet 
fire to in the confufion, and a large 
field of artillery difabled or left to 
the enemy, who, it is to be obferv- 
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ed, had not even made their appear 
ance when this. fhameful flight and 
deftruction of a poft faid to be tenas 
ble took place, A part of the gar- 
rifon efcaped to Onore, which is 
under the command of captain Tor- 
riano, who, by his refolute and pru- 
dent conduct, prevented the panic 
from infecting his garrifon, and 
made an effort to recover the poft at 
Cundapore, in which he did not 
fecceel. 

Thefe accounts were foon follow. 
ed by others flill more unfavourable 
of the lofs of Bednure; and that 
part of the army which was above 
the Gauts under the command of 
general Matthews in perfon. The 
moft authentic information we have 
received of this difaiter is from 
inajor Campbell atc Mangulore, and 
the particulars given by him are as 
follow: * The r2thof May the In- 
trepid had hardly failed, when a 
fepoy arrived trom Bednure, with the 
diftrefling accounts of the general, 
after fix days employed in fetrling 
articles of capitulation, havin 
marched out of the fort the sd 
inftant, with his whole garrifon, 
with all the honours of war, in ex- 
pectation of being allowed in the 
fame manner to come here; but, 
as naturally might be expected from 
an enemy by whom faith is fo fel- 
dom kept, the brave but unfortunate 
garrifon was no fooner got out of 
the gates than they were furround- 
ed by both horfe and foot, and 
forced to lay down their arms, and 
are now detained prifoners. The 
melancholy account is again cone 
firmed by another perfon, a fepoy, 
who was in Bednure fort when it 
was given up: he corroboratesevery 
part refpecting it ; both fepoys agree 
there was a confiderable quantity 
of water and provifions in the fort.” 

Under the 1gth of May, major 
(M a) Campbell 





(1 8c) PUBLIC 
Campbell writes, ‘¢ I have nothing, 
farther to add to my laft difpatches 
than a painful confirmation of the 
furrender of Bednure, the caufe un- 
known, but the confequence is, 
that Tippoo Saib is now encamped 
with his whole army in our front, 
his rear is juft arrived, fo that I 
expect an attack to-morrow morn- 
ing. A Madras foldier has come 
in to us, and fays the number of the 
French Tippoo has with him does 
not exceed 300; the reft of his ar- 
my not lefs than 100,000 fighting 
men.” 

The force general Matthews had 
with him at Bednure, and the potts 
above the Gauts, contitted of de- 
tachments of the gSth and road re- 
giments, and of the rocth regi- 
ment of his majefty’s troops, the 
greater part of Bombay infantry, 
originally 309 rank and file, the 
2d grenadier battalion of Sepoys, 
and the 3d, sth, rith, and rsth 
battalions, except fome detache 
ments from them, and the boim- 
bay Europeans, which were at 
Onore and other forts. Accord- 
ing to colonel Macleod’s computa- 
tion, for we have no returns to 
guide us, our lofs in this unhappy 
affair, amounts to about 600 Exu- 
ropeans, and 1609 Sepoys. We 
before mentioned the torce the ge- 
neral fuppoted he thould be able to 
collect. 

[t was fome relief to us in this 
mistortune, and gave confidence 
and hopes ot retuleving it, that 
jult at this time we received advice, 
by the way of Buffora, of the pre- 
Himinaries of a general peace having 
been fiened at Paris, the 2cth of 
January. 

‘There is ftill a very refpectable 
force remaining at Carwar, Onore, 
and Mangulore. We appre 
henlive tor the for the fitety of 
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PAPER § 


Onore in cafe it flould be hen 
roufly attacked, but trutt the troops 
at Carawar and. Mangulore will be 
preferved. At Carwar, and the 
pofts dependeut, there is one butte. 
lion of fepoys ; and at Mangulore, 
the gad regiment, and fome finall 
detachments from other regiments 
and company's troops, amounting 
altogether to about 400 men betides 
artillery, and upwards of four bat. 
talions of fepoys, giving, on a 
return dated the 8th of May, near 
3coomen. There is alfo a fuffici. 
ent itock of provifions, anda num- 
ber of able officers, in the place, 
which is under the command of 
major Campbell; and we have {trong 
hopes that the flrength of the gare 
rifon, and the approach of the mon- 
foon wiil batile the attempts of the 
enemy. 

This force will prove a good foun- 
dation for a new army; and we 
truft, notwithftanding our late lofs, 
we fhall be able, with proper affil- 
ance of money, anda body ot Eu- 
ropean infantry, to renew and con- 
tinue a powerful diverfion on this 
coatt (Malabar) againft the domis 
nions of ‘Tippoo Saib. The peace in 
Europe, and with the Mahrattas, will 
now enable this prefidency, without 
danger, to turmfha ttrong body of 
fepoys, and a_ refpectable detach- 
ment of artillery, in addition to 
thofe now to the fouthward. 

Lett you Srould not have receiv- 
ed advice of the early return of the 
French fleet to the other coatt, and 
an account of their proceedings, we 
think it right to infert a paper trant- 
mitted to us by the felect committee 
at Madras, with their letter ot the 
12th March, being intelligence 


given by captain Light, whote vel- 
fel had been made a prize ot by M. 
Suffrein. - , 
“ The French ficet, contifting of 

Ai {ail 
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yy fail of the kine, and the La 
Fine and Bellona frigates, lett 


Acheen the 2oth of December; the 
Hannibal and Bellona were fent to 
cruize off the Braces. The 6th of 
anuary the fleet arrived at Ganjam, 
the icth ditto the Coventry was ta- 
ken; the had fpoke with the Bland- 
ford that morning, who informed 
captain Wolfetley that in the nivht 
he had engaged a privatecr, ‘The 
Coventry feeing a flip at anchor at 
at Ganjam roads, fuppofed it to be 
the privateer, and ran clofe in be- 
fore fhe difcovered the reft of the 
feet. Onthe sith the Blandford 
was taken by the Coventry. On 
the 18th the Blake was taken by 
the Coventry. On the 20th and 
and 21it three fmall veffels in bal- 
laft were taken and funk.’’ 

We have not heard of any ma- 
terial captures made by the French 
fleet except the Coventry and 
Bland ford ° 

We have the pleafure to ac- 
quaint you that the fleet under 
vice-admiral Hughes arrived at Ma- 
drasthe 13th of April. The ad- 
miral faw nothing of the French 
fleet in the paflage, and it feems 
doubtful whether they were to the 
Northward or to the Southward. 
The Brittol and her convoy ar- 
rived the 17th of April, and foon 
atter the company’s fhip Duke of 
Athol had the misfortune to blow 
up, by which a number of lives 
were loft. ‘The Fairford was de- 
ttroyed by fire in this harbour the 
sth inftant as you will be advifed 
by the board. The grand army 
had marched to the fouthward up- 
on an expedition againft Cuddalore. 
he fleet was at Madras the 30th 
of April, and, we underitand, was 
foon to proceed to the fouthward, 
f9 co-operate with the army againf 
( uddalore. ° 


We are much concerned to ac- 
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quaint you, that we have private 
advice that leutenant-general fir 
Eyre Coote died at Madras the 26th 
of April, the day after his arrival 
from Bengal in the Refolution 
country fhip. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Hutch- 
infon to the Secret Committee of 
the Court of Directors, &e. 


Gentlemen. 


THE honorrable the prefident 
of Bombay having directed the com 
mander of the Viper cutter, pro 
ceeding with difpatches for Buflora, 
to touch here for intelligence,’ I em- 
brace the opportunity of acquaint- 
ing you with the mott recent occur- 
rences in the Carnatic which have 
come to my knowledge. 

General Stuart, with a powerful 
army, was before Cuddalore, when 
information was received of a treaty 
of peace having been concluded at 
London the oth of February bee 
tween the belligerent powers, in 
confequence of which aceffation of 
hoftilities immediately took place. 
It is imagined the garrifon muft have 
fhortly fubmitted, as we had fuc- 
ceeded in the attack dn their lines, 
and had carried their redoubts. In 
effecting this fervice, a very heavy 
lofs was futtained on the part of the 
Britith forces, computed at 616 Eu- 
ropeans, and 356 fepoys, killed, 
wounded, and mifling. ‘This hap- 
pened on the 13th ult. On the 
25th, the enemy made a fally from 
the fort, and advanced clofe up te 
our works, commencing and fup- 
porting the affault with great fpirit 
and intrepidity ; but they were re- 
pulfed, with the lofs of about 2e0 
Europeans, and their colonel, 
D’ Aquitaine taken prifoner, 

On or about the 2cth ult, there 
was an engagement between the 
Britih and French fleets near Pon. 
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dicherry, but I do not learn any 
decifive blow was ftruck by either 
fide. Monfieur Suffrein returned 
to Cuddalore, and fir Edward 
Hughes is fuppofed to have flood 
on towards Madras, as it was re- 

rted he was in want of water, and 
kis people were very fickly. 

The fouthern army, acting in the 
Carnatic under the command of co- 
lone! Lang, had made an irruption 
into the Coimbature country, fub- 
duing Caroor and Dindegul, when 
the colonel was recalled to join the 
gtand army before Cuddalore, and 
and colonel Fullarton invefted with 
the command, who with great fpirit 
and activity had pufhed on to Da- 
sampore, which fell to him the 1f 
ult. He was then within fix days 
march only of Paliagacheri, towards 
which place his further progrefs 
was totally barred, by an order from 
a Stuart to move back to Cud- 

alore. He is now on his return 
again to the Coimbature country, 
ftrongly reinforced. 

A detachment of 300 Europeans, 
together with a fupply of powder 
and provifions, are fent from Ma- 
dras to Mangulore in his majefty’s 
fhips Briftol and Ifis. A further 
reinforcement is deftined for the 
fame part, with an intention of en- 
abling colonel Campbell to take the 
field, in cafe it fhould be expe- 
dient. 

No accouuts are yet received of 
the expected fleet, which was to 
have lett England in January laft. 

I have the honour to be, with 
the greateft refpect, 

Gentlemen, 
Your faithful and obedient 
Humble fervant, 


Joun Hurtcuinson. 
Aujengo, 19th 
July 1783- 








PAPER S&. 
MAHRATTA PEACg. 


TREATY of perpetual FRIE) 
SHIP and ATLIANCE i 
the Honourable Eafl-lndia Com. 
pany and the Pefowa Madhoo Row 
Pandit Purdhan, fettled by Mp. 
David Anderjon on the Par: of 
the Honourable Company, in Virine 

of the Powers delegated to him fur 
that Purpofe, by the Honourable 
the Gcevernor General and Council, 
appointed by the King and Par. 
liament of Great Britain, to dired 
and controul all the political Affairs 
of the Hon, Englifh Eaft india 
Company in India; and by Maha 
Rajah Subadar Madhoo Row Scin- 
dia, as Plenipotentiary on the Part 
of the Pefleva Madhoo Row Pun- 
dit Purdhan, Ballajee Pundit 
Nana Furnavefe, and the whole of 
the Chiefs of Mahratta Nation, 
agreeably to the following Articles, 
which Jhall be for ever binding on 
their Heirs and Succeffors, and the 
Conditions of them to be invari 


ably obferved by both Parties. 
T is ftipulated and a- 


Art. I. 

reed to between the 
hon, the Englih Eaft India com- 
pany and the Pefhwa, through the 
mediation of Madhoo Row Scindia, 
that all countries, places, cities, and 
forts, including Bafleen, &c. which 
have been taken from the Pefhwa, 
during the war that has arifen fince 
the treaty fettled by colonel Upton, 
and have come into the pofleffion 
of the Englifh, fhall be delivered 
up to the Pefhwa. The territones, 
forts, cites, &c. tobe reftored, fhall 
be delivered within the fpace of two 
months from the period when this 
treaty fhall become complete (a8 
hereafter defcribed) to fuch perfons 
as the Pefhwa, or his minifter Na- 


na Furnavede hall appoint. Art. Il. 
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Art. II. It is agreed between the 
Englifh company and the Pefhwa, 
that Salfette, and three other iflands, 
viz. Elephanta, Caranja, and Hog, 
which are included in the treaty of 
colonel Upton, fhall continue for 
ever in the poffeffion of the Englith. 
lf any other iflands have been 
taken in the courfe of the prefent 
war, they fhall be delivered up to 
the Pefhwa. 

Art. 11]. Whereas it was ftipu- 
latedin the 4th article of the treaty of 
col. Upton, ** That the Pefhwa and 
all the chiefs of the Mahratta {tate do 
agree to give the Englith company 
for ever all right and title to the city 
Baroach, as full and complete as 
ever they collected from the Moguls 
or otherwife, without retaining any 
claim of Chout, or any other 
claims whatever; fothat the Englith 
company fhall poffefs it without par- 
ticipation or claim of any kind.” 
This article is accordingly conti- 
nued in full force and effe&. 

Art. IV. ‘The Pefhwa having for- 
merly, in the treaty of colonel Up- 
ton, agreed, by way of friendfhip, 
to give up the Englith a country of 
three lacks of rupees near Baroach, 
the Englifh do now, at the requetft 
of Madhoo Row Scindia, confent to 
relinquifh their claim to the faid 
country in favour of the Pefhwa. 

Art.V. The country which Seeajee 
and Futty Sing Gwickwar gave to 
the Englith, and which is mentioned 
in the 7th article of the treaty with 
col. Upton, being therein left in a 
itate of fulpence ; the Englifh, with 
a view to obviate all future difputes, 
now agree, that it fhall be se 
and it is hereby fettled, that, if the 
faid country be a part of the efta- 
blithed terntory of the Gwickwar, 
it fhall be reftored to the Gwickwar; 
and if it thall be a part of the 
Pethwa’s territories, it fhall -be re- 
ftored to the Pefhwa. 
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Art. VI. The Englith engage, that 
having allowed Ragonaut Row a pe- 
riod of four months, from the time 
which this treaty thall become com. 
plete, to fix on a place of refidence, 
they wijl not after the expiration of 
the faid period afford him any fup- 
port, protection, or affiftance, nor 
fupply him with money for his ex- 
pences : and the Pefhwa on his part 
engages, thatif Ragonaut Row will 
voluntarily, and of his own accord, 
repair to Maha Rajah Madhoo Row 
Scindia, and quietly refide with him, 
the fum of 25,000 rupees per month 
fhall be paid him for his mainte- 
nance, and noinjury whatever fhall 
be offered to him by the Pefhwa, or 
any of his people. 

Art. VII. The hon. Englith 
Eat India company and the Pefhwa 
being defirous that their refpective 
allies fhall be included in this peace, 
it is hereby mutually ftipulated, 
that each party thall make peace 
with the allies of the other in the 
manner herein after fpecified. 

Art. VIII. The territory which 
has long been the eftablifhed jagheer 
of Seeajee Gwickwar, and Futty Sing 
Gwickwar, that is to fay, whatever 
territory Futty Sing Gwickwar 
poffefled at the commencement of 
the prefent war, fhall hereafter for 
ever remain on the ufual footing in 
his poffefion; and the faid Futty 
Sing fhall, from the date of this 
treaty being complete, pay for the 
future to the Pefhwa the tribute as 
ufual, previous to the prefent war ; 
and fhall perform fuch fervices, and 
be fubject to fuch obedience as have 
long been eftablifhed, and cuftomary. 
No claims fhall be made on the faid 
Futty Sing, by the Pefhwa, for the 
period that is paft. 

Art. 1X. The Pefhwa engages, that 
whereas the nabob Hyder Ally 
Cawn, having concluded a treaty 
with him, hath difturbed and taken 

(M 4) pof- 
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pofleflion of territories belonging to 
the Englifh and their allies, he shall 
be made to relinquilh them, and 
they fhall be reitored to the com- 
pany, and the nsbob Mahomed Ally 
Cawn. All prifoners that have 
been taken on either fide during the 
war, fhall be releaied, and Hyder 
Ally Cawn thall be made to relinquith 
all fuch territories belonging to the 
Englifh company, and their allies, 


as he may have taken pofleilion ot 


fince the ninth of the month Ram- 
zan, in the year 1180, being the 
dare of his treaty with the Peihwa ; 
and the faid territories fhall be de- 
livered over to the Englith, and the 
nabob Mahomed Ally Cawn within 
fix months atter this treatv being 
complete: and the Fngli (hin fuch 
cafe agreed, that fo long as Hyder 
Ally Cown hall afterwards abitain 
fiom hottilities againit them and 
their allies, and to long as he fhall 

yatinue) in friendfip with the 
Feil 1, that they will, in no re- 


Fpect, act hottilely rowards him. 
Yt. X. The Pethwa engages on 

his own behalt, as well as on be- 

halt of the nabob Nizam Ally 


Cawn, Ragojce Boufala, Syna Sa- 
. » Souba, and the nabob Hyder 

3 Cawn, that they fhall in every 
reipect maintain peace towards the 
Eng if; and their allies the nabob 
Atophul Dowlah Behader, and the 
nibob Mahomed Ally Cawn Be- 
hader, and fhall in no refpect what- 
ever give them any) duturbance. 
The Enelith engage on their own 
behalf, as well ason the behalf of 
their allies the pabob = Afophul 
Dowlih, and the nabob Mahomed 
Ally Cawn, that they fhall in every 
relpect maintain peace towards the 
Pethwa, and his allies the nabob 
Nizam Ally Cawn, Ragojee Bou- 
fila, and Syna Saheb: andthe En- 
glith further engage on their own 
behalf, as well as on the behalf of 
their allies, that they will maintain 
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peace alfo towards the nabob Hy. 
der Ally Cawn, under the condi. 
tions {pecified in the gth article of 
this treaty. 

Art. XI. The hon. the Eaft India 
Company, and the Pefhwa mutually 
agree, that the veflels of each hail 
otter no ditturbance to the navies 
tion of the veflels of the ethers 
and the veffels of each fhall be al. 
lowed accels to the ports of the 
other, where they fhall meet with 

10 mole (tation, and the fullett pro- 
tection fhall be reciprocally afforded, 

Art. X11. ‘The Pefhwa, and the 
chiets ot the Muhratta flate, hereby 
agree, that the E nglifh fhall enjoy 
the privilege ot trade as formerly, i in 
the Mahratta territories, and fhall 
meet with no kind of interruption ; 
and in the fame manner, the Eatt 
India company agree, that the fub- 
jects of the Pethwa fhall be allowed 
the privileges of trade without in- 
terruption in the territorics of the 
the Englih. 

Art. XIII. The Pefhwa hereby 
engages, that he will not fuffer any 
tactories of other European nations 
to be eitablifhed in his territories, or 
thote of the chiets dependent on him, 
excepting only fuch as are already 
ettablithed by the Portuguefe ; and 
he will hold nointercourte of friend- 
fhip with any other European nae 
tions: and the Enelith on their 
- reagvree, thatthey "will not afford 

iitance to any n: ition of Decan, or 
1 lindotianyatenmity with theefhwa. 

rt. XIV, The Englith and the 
Pefhwa mutually agree, that neither 
will afford aay kind of affittance to 
the encnries of the other. 

Art. XV. Lhe hon, the governor- 
ceneral and council of Fort Wil- 
liam engage, that they will not per- 
mit any of the chiefs, dependents, 
or fubjects of the Englith, the gene 
tlemen of Bombay, Surat, or Ma- 
dras, to aét contrary, at any place, 


to the terms of this tre: ity’. In the 
fame 











e manner the Pefhwa Madhoo 


fam 
Row Pundit Purdhan engages, that 


none of the chiets or {ubjects of the 
Mahratta {tate fhall act contrary to 
ae XVI. The honourable Fatt 
India company and the Pefhwa 
Madhoo Row Pundit Purdhan, hav- 
ing the fulleft confidence in Maha 
Rajah Subadar Madhoo Row Scindia 
Behader, they have both requefted 
the faid Maha Rajah to be the mu- 
tual guarantee tor the perpetual and 
invariable adherence ot both parties 
to the conditions of this treaty ; and 
the faid Madhoo Row Scindia, from 
a regard tothe weltare of both {tates, 
hath taken upon himfelt the mu- 
tual guarantee. Jf either of the 
partics fhall deviate from the con- 
ditions of this treaty, the faid Maha 
Rajah will jointhe other party, and 
wili to the utmott of his power, en- 
deavour to bring the aggreflor to a 
proper underitanding. 

Art. XVII. It is hereby agreed, 
that whatever territories, forts or 
cities in Guzzerat, were granted 
by Ragonaut Row to the Englith, 
previous to the treaty of col. Upton, 
and have come into their poffetfion, 
the rettitutioon of which was fti- 
pulated in the 7th Article of the 
faid treaty, fhall be reftored agree- 
able to the terms of the faid treaty. 

This treaty, confitting of feven- 
teen articles, is fettled at Salbey, 
inthe camp of Maha Rajah Suba- 
car Madhoo Row Scindia, on the 
on the 4th of the month Jemmad 
ul Saany, in the year 1187 of the 
ot the Hiegera, correfponding with 
the ath of May, 1782, of the 


Chrittan era, by the faid Maha 
Rajah, and Mr. David Anderfon. 
A copy hereof thall be fent, by each 
of the above-named perfons, to their 
telpective principals at Fort William, 
an Poonah, and on both copies 
“ing returned, the one under the 
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feal of the hon. the Eaft India com- 
pany, and fignature of the hon. 
governor-general and council of 
Fort William, fhall be delivered to 
to Maha Rajah Madhoo Row Scindia 
Behader, and the other under the 
feal of the Pefhwa Madhoo Row 
Pundit Purdhan, and the fignature 
of Ballagee Pundit Nana Furnavefe, 
fhall be delivered to Mr. Anderfon ; 
this treaty fhall be deemed complete 
and ratified, and the articles herein 
contained fhall become binding on 
both the contra¢ting parties. 

(Written in the Mahratta charac- 
ter, by Ragoo Bhow Dewan.) ‘ In 
all 17 articles, on the 4th of Jemmad 
ul Akher, or the 5th of Jeyt Adeck, 
inthe Shukul Pattah, in the year 
1182.” 


Subfecribed in the Mahvratta cha- 
racter, by Mahajee Scindia, on 
the fame day. 

Agreed to what is above written, 
(Signed) D. ANDERSON. 
Witnefies, 

Jas. ANDERSON, 

Wa. Blain. 


A True Tranflation, 


J]. ANDERSON, 


Affiftant to the Embafly. 


*¢ Subfcribed in the hand-writing 
of Nana Furnavefe.”? Done by me 
Ballajee [nardine, on the icth of 
Mohurrum, in the year 1183 (De- 
cember 20, 1782) under the fmall 
feal of the Pethwa, ratified alfo by 
Scinda, the 21{t of Rabbie ul Owal ; 
counter-part fubferibed by Mr. An- 
derfon, the 24th of February, 
1783. 

The above treaty was received 
and read in council, on Monday latt, 
and on Tuefday morning a fex de 
joy of all the guns round the 1am- 
part was fired in honour of this event, 
trom which we have every reafon tu 
expect the greateft advantages. 
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The following is aTranflation of the 
Manifefio publifbed by order of the 
Emprefi of Rujia, upon the Oc- 
cafion of her Troops entering the 
Peninfula of the Crimea, the Cu- 
ban, and the ifland of Taman; 
which Countries are thereby declarcd 
to be annexed to her Imperial Ma- 
pefty’s Dominions. 


WE Catherine the Second, by the 
Grace of God, Emprefs and Sole 
Monarch of all the Ruffias, &c. 
&c. &c, 


UR laft war againft the Otto- 
man empire having been at- 
tended with the moft fignal fuccefles, 
we had certainly acquired the right 
of re-uniting to the territories of 
our empire the Crimea, of which 
we were in pofleilion ; we, however, 
hefitated not to facrifice that, with 
many other conquetts, to our ardent 
defire of re-eflablifhing the public 
tranquillity, and of confirming the 
good underilanding and friendthip 
between our empire and the Otroman 
Porte. This motive induced us to 
ftipulate for the freedom and inde- 
ndence of the Tartars, whom 
we had reduced by our arms; hop- 
ing to remove tor ever, by this 
means, every caufe of diflenfion, 
and even of coolnefs between Ruifia 
and the Ottoman Porte, expofed 
too often to thefe inconveniencies by 
the form of government which then 
fubfifted among the Tartars. 

Great as were our facrifices and 
efforts for realifing thofe hopes, 
they were foon, to our great re- 
gret, conficerably diminifhed. The 
reftlef{nefs natural to the ‘Partars, 
fomented by infinuations, the fource 
of which is not unknown to us, 


caufed them eafily to fall intoa {nare 
laid by foreign hands, which had 
fowed amongit them the feeds of 
difturbance and confufion to fuch a 
degree, as to induce them to labour 
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for the weakening, and ey 

total ruin of an edifice which - 
beneficent cares had ereéted for the 
happinefs of that nation, by pro. 
curing them liberty and indepen. 
dence, undef the authority of 4 
chief elected by thenifelves, © Hard. 
ly was their khan eftablithed ac. 
cording to this new form of govern. 
ment, before he faw himfelf de. 
prived of all authority, and even 
obliged to defert his country, to 
give place to an ufurper, who 
would again fubje& the Tartars to 
the yoke of a dominion, from 
which our beneficence had releafed 
them. The greater part of them, 
as blind as they were ignorant, 
had fubmitéed to that ufurper; the 
reft, thinking themfelves too weak 
to refift, would infallibly have 
yielded to his yoke; and thus we 
fhovld have lott the fruits of our 
victories, and the principal recom. 
pence for the facrifices which we 
willingly made at the laft peace, if 
we had not inftantly taken under 
our immediate protection fuch ot 
the well-difpofed ‘Tartars, who, 
prizing the bleffings of their new 
political exiitence, lamented their 
being forced to fubmit to the ufurper 
who had expelled their lawful haan, 
By thus effectually protecting them, 
we furnifhed them with the power 
and the means of chufing a new 
khan, in the room of Sahib-Ghe- 
ray, and of eftablifhing an admini- 
{tration analogous to this fiate of 
affairs. It was to attain this end 
that our military forces were put in 
motion; that a confiderable body 
of our troops were ordered, not- 
withftanding sre feverity of the 
feafon, to enter the Crimea, where 
they were fub': ‘ted at our expence, 
and obliged to exert the power o 
our army for the fupport of the 
good caufe, iu order to recall fuch 


of the Tatars as were efirangee 
rom 
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from it by their revolt. The pub- 
lic is not ignorant that a rupture 
between Rutlia and the Ottoman 
Porte had very near enfued upon 
this occalion; but, thanks to the 
Divine afliftance, we difpofed mat- 
ters in fuch a manner, that the Or- 
toman Porte again acknowledged 
the independence of the Tartars, 
aud the validity of the election of 
Schaghin-Gheray, their lawful fo- 
vercign. Notwithftanding all the 
inconveniencies above mentioned, 
as long as we were fuftained and 
animated by the hope of re-efta- 
blithing the repofe neceffary to the 
advantage and prefervation of good 
neighbourhood with the Ottoman 
empire, we regarded the Crimea 
according to the tenour and letter of 
the treaties, as a free and inde- 

ndent country, confining our- 
felf folely to appeafing the troubles 
which prevailed amongft them; 
from our love of peace we found 
in this conduct a fufficient recom- 
pence for the great expences incur- 
red by it; but we were foon unde- 
ceived in this refpeét by the freth 
revolt occafioned in the Crimea lait 
year, the encouragement of which 
always flowed from the fame fource. 
We have been obliged in confe- 
fequence to have recourfe again to 
confiderable armaments, and to 
caufe troops to enter into the Cri- 
mea and the Cuban, whofe pre- 
fence is become andifpenfible for 
maintaining tranquillity and good 
order in the adjacent countries. ‘The 
fad experience of every day demon- 
{trates more clearly, that if the 
fovereignty of the Ottoman Porte 
in the Crimea was a perpetual fource 
of difcord between our two em- 
pires, the independence of the Tar- 
tars expofe us to fubjecis of conten- 
tion no lefs numerous and impor- 
tant, fince the long fervitude to 
which that people have been accuf> 


7 
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tomed, has rendered the greater 
part of the individuals incapable 
of valuing the advantages of the 
new fituation procured for them by 
that independence of which we 
fought to give them the enjoyment ; 
and which, laying us under the ne- 
ceflity of being always armed, oc- 
cafions not only great expences, but 
alfo expofes our troops to inevit- 
able and continual fatigues. 

The efforts they made to extin- 
guifh the flame of difcord, in fuc- 
couring the well-intentioned of that 
nation, expofed them to the vio- 
lences of the feditious and ill-inten- 
tioned, whom we were willing to 
leave unpunifhed, in order to avoid 
even the fhadow of an a& of fove- 
reignty, fo long as we could cherifh 
the leatt | of at length refor- 
ing good ae, and preventing by 
this means the eflential interefls of 
our empire from being injured. 

But to our great regret all thefe 
meafures, dictated folely by our love 
of humanity, tended only to bring 
upon us. lofles and damages, which 
we have the more fenfibly at heart, 
as they affected our fubjeéts. The 
lots in men is not to be appreciated ; 
we will not attempt to eftimate it ; 
that in moncy, according to the moft 
moderate calculations, amounts to 
upwards of twelve millions of rou- 
bles. ‘Fo thefe particulars is to be 
added another of the utmoft impor- 
tance, both in its objeét and with 
regard to its confequences : we have 
juit been informed, that the Porte 
has began to lay claim to the exer- 
cule of fovereignty in the ‘Tartar do- 
minions, by fending one of their 
ollicers, at the head of a detach- 
ment of troops, to the ifland of 
Taman, who has even proceeded to 
caufe the officer to be publicly be- 
headed, who was fent to him by 
the khan Schaghin-Gheray, witha 
commiflion only to enquire of -_ 

what 
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what were the motives for his arrival 
in that ifland; and what evidently 
proves the nature of the miffion of 
this commandant of the troops is, 
that he made no difficulty in declaring 
openly to the inhabitants of Taman, 
that he looked upon them as fub- 
jects of the Porte. This decifive, 
though unexpected ftep, convincing 
us of the inutility of the facrifices 
we had made upon the laft peace, 
annuls in confequence the engage- 
ments we had contracted, with the 
fole intention of firmly eftublifhing 
the freedom and independence of 
of the Tartars, and fufficiently au- 
thorizes us to enter again into the 
enjoyment of thofe rights which we 
had lawfully acquired by conquett ; 
the more fo, asit isthe only means 
remaining for us to fecure hereafter a 
folid and permanent peace between 
the two empires. Animated therefore 
with a fincere defire of confirming 
and maintaining the latt peace con- 
cluded with the Porte, by prevent- 
ing the continual difputes which 
the affuirs of the Crimea produced, 
our duty to ourfelf, and the prefer- 
vation of the fecurity of our empire, 
equally demand our taking the firet 
refolution to put an end, once tor 
all, to the troubles in the Crimea ; 
and tor this purpofe we re-unite 
to our empire the peninfula of Cu- 
mea, the tland of Taman, and 
all the Cuban, as a jutt indemmifi- 
cation for the loffes futtained, and 
the expences we have been obliged 
to incur in maintaining the peace 
and welfare of thefe territories. 

In decliring to the inhabitants of 
thofe countries by the prefent ma- 
nifefto, that fuch 1s our Imperial 
pleafure, we promife them, for us 
and our fuceeflors in the Imperial 
throne of Rutla, that they fthall 
be treated upon an equality with 
our ancient fubjects; and that, in 
taking them under our high pro- 
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tection, we will defend apaing all 
people their perfons, their eitates 
their temples, and the religion ilies 
protefs ; that they fhall enjoy the 
mott abfolute liberty of Confcience. 
without the leait rettriction, in the 
public exercife of their Worhip and 
their ceremonies ; and that not op! 
the nation in general, but alfo cach 
individual in particular, fhall par. 
ticipate in allthe advantages enjoyed 
by our ancient fubjects. But we 
alfo expect, from the gratitude of 
our new fubjects, thar, touched with 
thefe favours, they will be fenfible 
ot the value of this fortunate revo- 
lution, which removes them from 
a convulfed flate of ditturbances 
and diffenfions to one of entire {e- 
curity and perfect tranquillity under 
the protection ot the laws; and 
that, ttriving to imitate the fubmif- 
lion, zeal, and fidelity of thofe who 
have long had the happinefs of 
living under our government, they 
will render themtelves worthy of 
our imperial favour, henefictnce, 
and protection. Given at our im- 
perial refidence of St. Pererfburgh, 
the Sth of April, in the vear of 
Grace, 1783, and in the 20it year 
of our reign. 

(Signed with her Imperial Ma- 

jelty’s own hand) 


CATHERINE. (L. 5.) 





The FIGHTH REPORT of #/e 
C ommilfioners appointed to @XQIIUMN, 
take, and flate the Public Accounts 
of the Kingdon. 


N all the acts by which we have 
been conftituted, one of the ex- 
prefs purpofes of our appointment, 
and, in the laft act, the only one 
particularly mentioned, is “ To 
examine, and ftate, in what manner, 


and at what times, the receipts, 
I 1UCd, 
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fues, and expenditures of the pub- 
lic monies are NOW accounted tor ; 
and to contider and report, by what 
means and methods the public ac- 
counts may in future be patled, and 
the accountants compelled to pay 
the balances due trom them, in a 
more expeditious, more effectual, 
and lefs expenfive manner. 

In our examination into the pay- 
offices of the navy and army, we 
found the accounts very far in 
rear; feventy-five millions, the if- 
{ues of upwards of twenty-four 
years, to October 1780, tor the 
navy fervices ; torty-feven millions, 
the ifflues of fixtecen years, to the 
{ame period (exclufive of the unlet- 
tled account of loid Holland) tor 
the army fervices, Were unaccount- 
editor. So iiriking a circumitance 
would have led us, of courie, to 
that office where the public accounts 
of the kingdom are audited, that 
we might endeavour to difcover the 
caufes of this delay; whether it 
arifes from any waut of power to 
compel perfons to come to account, 
or from any neglect in the exercile 
of that power; whether trom any 
defect in the contlitution, or in the 
execution of that oface that audits 
the accounts ; or whether it 1s occa- 
fioned by any obftructions thown in 
the way by the accountable per- 
fons themfelves. 

We inquired, in the firft place, 
whether there exits any compul- 
hve power to bring in public ac- 
countants, and what tteps are taken 
previous to their accounting. Up. 
onthete points, Mr. fohn Hugh‘on, 
clerk of the debentures, in the ot- 
fice of the auditor of the Exchequer ; 
Adam Martin, efquire, firft clerk 
inthe office of the king’s remem- 
brancei in the Exchequer ; and Mr, 
Alexander Bennet, one ot the 


{worn clerks inthe fume office, gave 
us the tollowing information. 
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The power of compelling public 
accountants to come to account, is 
lodged in the court of Exchequer : 
it is exercifed by either an ordinary 
or an extraordinary procefs, ‘The 
oidinary procefs, 1s a writ of dif 
tringas ad computandum, Mlued by the 
king’s remembrancer periodically, 
and of courfe, atter every iffiiable 
term. The extraordinary procets, 
is a writ of capias ad computandumy 
which iffues by {pecial order of the 
court of Exchequer, where the fuum 
to be accounted for is in danger, 
and upon particular application made 
to them for that purpofe. 

‘The proceedings upon the ordinary 
proceis are in the following manner. 

All money iffued trom the Exche- 
quer by the auditor of the receipt, 
is ifflued either upon account, or 
Without account: it does not de- 
pend upon his diferction, which of 
thetfe forms he fhall make ufe of ; he 
is governed by the authority that 
directs the iffue; that is, cither by 
an aét of parliament, or by the 
king’s warrant under the great or 
privy feal ; and by no other autho- 
rity than theie can money be iffued 
out of the Exchequer. 

‘Twice in every year, after each of 
the iffuable terms, the auditor of the 
receipt makes out a roll called, the 
general imprett-roll, which contains 
all the fums iffued from the Exche- 
quer upon account, during the pre- 
cecing half year, with the names of 
the perfons to whom, and for what 
fervices, iffued. ‘This roll is re- 
corded by the clerk of the pells, 
and tranfmitted to the office of the 
king’s remembrancer; a mode of 
proceeding directed by the act for 
the better obfervation of the courfe 
anciently ufed in the receipt of the 
Exchequer. 

Abo it the fame time that this im- 
proit-roll comes to the king’s remem- 
brincer, the auditors of the impreft 
make 
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make out and fend to him a certi- 
ficate of accounts depending in their 
office: by thefe means the king’s 
remembrancer has every half year 
full information to regulate his pro- 
ceedings; the general impreft-roll 
tclls him what perfons are become 
accountable, and for what fums; 
and the impreft certificate fhews him 
which of thofe perfons are pro- 
ceeding to pafs their accounts, and 
how far any of them have proceeded 
in paffing them. This officer exer- 
cifes a difcretionary power, both as 
tothe perfons againft whom, and 
the time when, he fhall iffuc the 
diftringas; he pays little attention 
to the general impreft-roll, for two 
reafons; firft, becaufe many of 
the fums mentioned therein to have 
been iffued on account, are never- 
thelefs in their nature not fubject, 
nor intended to be accounted for ; as 
falaries, and payments for fmall fer- 
vices performed. And, fecondly, 
becaufe thofe fums which are in- 
tended to be accounted for, having 
been iffued fo recently as within the 
laft half year only, may not have 
been applied to the purpofes for 
which they were intended, or, if 
they have, the accountants can 
hardly be fuppofed to be ready 
with, andto have prepared their ac- 
counts for examination fo foon after 
the application. 

The imprett certificate is the in- 
ftrument by which the king’s re- 
membrancer, in confultation with 
the deputy-auditor of the impreft, 
jis governed as to the perfons againft 
whom he fhall iffue this procefs. 
Where the accounts therein ftated 
appear to be of very ancient date, 
or depending and in a train of pro- 
fecution, fuch accountants are not 

ut in procefs ; if the accounts are 
of late date, and the accountants, 
having had a reafonable time for 
preparation, have taken no fteps for 
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the profecution, again ¢t 
diffringas iffues.. . hele the 

All accountants, unlefs the place 
of their abode is fpecified, are fup- 
pofed to refide, and mott of the 
great accountants do in fa¢t re. 
fide, within the jurifdidion of 
the fheriffs of London and Mid. 
diefex: to them, therefore, the 
diftringas againft thefe accountants 
iflues. 

We required from the king’s re. 
membrancer the writ of di/irinea 
that iffued to thofe fheriffs after the 
laft Hilary term, with the return 
and fchedules annexed, for our in- 
{pection. 

The fchedules annexed to this 
writ are very numerous; many of 
them contain large fums. They 
are of various dates; and fome ve- 
ry ancient, as far back as the year 
1698. Each contains the name of 
the accountant, and, frequently, 
the fum for which he is to account, 
and the fervice for which it was if- 
fued. The return of the fheriffs 
to the writ before us is, as to all 
the accountants in the feveral {che- 
dules thereto annexed, indifcrimi- 
nately, that none of them had any 
lands or chattels in his bailiwick 
by which he could diftrain them; 
nor were they found in the fame ; 
that is, in the language of office, a 
nichil return, or nulla bona and non 
eff inventus. 

From the information of Mr. 

ohn Benfon, the principal clerk 

in the office of the fheriff of Mid- 
dlefex, we learn the practice of the 
office relative to this writ. It 18 
vfual not to execute it; it Is 4 
procefs of courfe: and the return 
indorfed upon the writ before us, 18 
the conftant regular return upon 
every one of thefe periodical writs 
of diftringas ad computandum. 

The king’s remembrancer, after 


it is returned to his office, ~ 
I 
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from the bundle of fchedules the 
returned writ, together with thofe 
{chedules in which the purpofe of the 
difrringas has been fatistied, and 
files them with the writ: the re- 
mainder of the fchedules, with the 
addition of the names and fche- 
dules taken from the laft impreft 
certificate, are annexed to the re- 
newed writ, and are iffued again 
so the theriff. Upon his appofal in 
the court of Exchequer, the new 
{chedules are read to him, and he 
is quettioned upon his oath relative 
go the execution of this writ: his 
anfweris ufually agreeable to his re- 
turn, Sometimes the baron of the 
Exchequer before whom he is ap- 
pofed, where the particular cafe 
{trikes him, direéts the fheriff to re- 
turn iffues to a certaii? amount: in 
that cafe, the fleriff alters his re- 
turn, and indorfes upon the writ the 
iffues direéted, whichare tranfmitted 
to the pipe office, tobe levied by pro- 
cefsfrom thence; but of this pro- 
ceeding the inftances are rare, and 
the ofiicer of the theriff of Middle- 
fex recollects but one inftance in 
thirty-three years, where iffues 
were drawn down to the pipe, and 
levied. 

Having thus examined into the 
means of compelling public accoun- 
tants to come to an account, we 
proceeded, in the next place, to 
the office where thefe accounts are 
audited; that is, to the ofhice of 
the auditors of the impreft. Of the 
confitution, authority, and execu- 
tion of this office, we received in- 
formation from John Bray, efq. 
late deputy-auditor, and from 
Charles Harris, efq. ane of the 
prefent deputy-auditors in the office 
of lord Mountituart. 

This oftice is inftituted for the 
fole purpofe of auditing and exa- 
runing the public accounts: it is 
tccutcd by two auditors, indepen- 
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dent of each other; each having a 
feparate and diftinct office, his own 
deputies, officers, and clerks. He 
is appointed by letters patent. Up- 
on infpection of thoie by which 
lord Sondes and lord Mountiftuart 
now enjoy this office, it appears 
that he 1s appointed auditor of the 
prett or impreft, and foreign ac- 
counts, to execute the office by him- 
felt, or his deputy or deputies, during 
his good behaviour. The power 
therein delegated to him is, to audit 
and determine, with the advice, 
authority, and confent of the come 
mitfioners of the treafury and chane 
cellor of the Exchequer, the ac- 
counts and views of accounts of fee 
veral officers and duties therein par- 
ticularly fpecified, and, in general, 
of all perfons being accountable for 
any fums of money received by the 
name of impreit from the king, or 
any other perfon in his name, and 
to be applied about the affairs of 
the king: it is confined to the 
examination of the accounts; he 
has no power to bring the accoun- 
tants before him; if not compelled 
by the Exchequer procefs, they 
come at their own pleafure only. 
By the general imprett-roll from the 
Exchequer every half year, he 
learns who are become accountable, 
and for what fums iffued from 
thence. ‘The yearly accounts of 
fome, and the final accounts of 
others of the great accountants, in- 
form him of the infupers or fub- 
accountants ; but inthe impreft cer- 
tificate, which he tranfmits every 
half year to the king’s remem- 
brancer, he inferts thofe accoun- 
tants only whofe accounts are then 
depending; and, when once in- 
ferted, he has no authority to leave 
them out; their names mutt re- 
main upon all fubfequent certificates 
until their accounts are pafled ; and 
from thence it arifes that accounts 

ot 
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of a very ancient date, debts ob- 
folete and defperate, conftantly ap- 
pear upon thele certificates. 

The accounts audited in this office 
are ot two kinds ; ordinary and ex- 
traordinary. ‘The ordinary accounts 
are prepared, made up, and pre- 
fented to the lords of the treatury 
tor declaration, by virtue of the 
authority veited in the auditor by 
the letters patent. “he extraordi- 
nary accounts are prepared, made 
up, and prefeated tor declaration, 
in purfuance of a fpecial warrant 
obtained for that purpofe, either 
from the king or from the treafury ; 
previous to the application tor this 
warrant, the auditor examines the 
account and vouchers, mukes up a 
fiute of it, and prefents it to the 
treafury for their approbation and 
allowance. In confequence of fuch 
allowance, a warrant is procured ; 
which directs the auditor to pre- 
pare, make up, and prefent for de- 
claration, the account, conform- 
ably to the ftate ot it fo approved of 
and allowed. Which of thefle ex- 
traordinary accounts require the 
king’s, and which a treafury war- 
yant, does not feem to be afcer- 
tained by any known dittinction; 
the auditor ie taught by the ufage 
of office only, which he is to ap- 
ply tor, The accounts ot vover= 
nors and quarter-maiters-general are 
paiied by the king’s warrant; the 
accounts of contractors by a treafury 
Wilrall. 

Some of the accounts are annual, 
and have a continuance: as thole 
of the treafurer of the navy, and 
payimatler-generai or the torces ; 
fuch accounts are ufually pafled, a 
year’s account alternately in each 
ofhee; other accounts are carried, 
at the option of the account it, to 
which of the two ofices he chutes : 
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of the treafury to direé an account 
to be auditedin either Office; and 
there are fome accounts, fuch 


; ° as 
thoie otf the Bank and South Sea 
company, which are audited py 


both ofhcers jointly. 

Having thus obtained a general 
knowledge of the mode of tianf. 
acting the bulinefs of this otlice, we 
proceeded to inquire into the ap- 
plication of thefe general rules to 
the auditing and patling the particu. 
lar accounts. 

We began this inquiry in the fame 
order in which we bad examined 
into the offices themfelves; that is, 
firit with the accounts of the trea. 
furer of the navy. We required 
trom the auditors of the imprett the 
lait declared account of a treafurer 
of the navy, with the ledgers, 
charge, difcharge, and other ma 
terials trom which that account was 
made out. ‘he account tran{imit- 
ted to us puriuant to this requili- 
tion, was that of the late George 
Grenville, tor one year, ending the 
31ft of December, 175¢, with three 
tolio ledgers, and other detached 
papers; comprehending the total 
charge upon him tor that year, his 
total difcharge, and two abitracts. 

The charge conhiits of two parts ; 
the impreft-roll, and the voluntary 
charge, The imprett-roll contains 
all the fums impreited to him from 
the Exchequer during the period 
of his account; and is produced 
by the treafurer tothe auditor as his 
proof for that charge. ‘The vo- 
Juntary charge contains all the tums 
reccived by him during the fame 
time upon other accounts, and de- 
ductions made by him in his pay- 
ments; that is to fay, mmprelis of 
former treafurer cleared by hin, 
monev arifing trom the fale of oO} 
navy and vittualhae itores anu uc 
cayed provilions, abatements arom 


} 
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bills, and from fhip, yard, and fick 
and hurt books, from half pay litts, 
and Chatham chett. ,; 
The difcharge confitts of entries 
of the following articles : all the 
bills paid w him in the year 1759, 
for the o inary and extraordinary 
nary fervices, tor the fick and hurt, 
and for the victualling fervice : they 
are numbered, and entered as pail, 
either on the rgth or on the latt 
day of every month, thele two be- 
ing the periods on which the trea- 
{urer certifies his receipts and pay- 
ments to the navy and victualling 
boards. The number of the navy 
bills in this year’s account, is five 
thoufand and fifty-two; of the 
victualling, three thoufand three 
hundred forty-eight; and of the 
fick and hurt, one thoufand and 
forty; together, nine thoufand four 
hundied and forty bills; entries of 
the extra payments, with the receipts 
for therm annexed, being twelve in 
number; entries of the payment 
of two hundred and forty-four fhips 
books made up as paid in that year ; 
each entry is the fum total of the 
wages of the mafter, officers, and 
mariners, during their fervice on 
board that fhip, for a certain ftated 
petiod, referring to that fhip’s book 
remaining in the navy yr Aa en- 
tries of the total fums paid to the 
clerk of the cheque, officers, and 
men, employed in each yard, for 
their wages during a certain ftated 
period; and of the total fums paid 
to the hofpital fhips, and for fick 
Quarters, referring to books ; and 
tor che Ralf pay, referring to lifts ; 
all remaining in the navy office, 
The two abftra@s are, the navy, 
and the victualling. The navy ab- 
trad is an index, in which all the 
bills are entered wader general heads, 
ranged alphabetically, expretling, 
for the moft part, either the fere 
vices, or the fpecies of flores or 
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materials, which is the fubjeé 
matter of the payment. Each 
entry contains the fum; and the 
perfon to whom paid; and the 
payments under each head are cuit 
uptoatocal. It coswins allo the 
fums paid ior the fick and hurt, ex- 
tra payments, and on the ship, yard, 
hofpital, and fick quaiters books, 
and on the half pay lit. ‘To tv's is 
preiixed an alphabetical index of ad 
the heads, with their feveral totals, 
catt up tato one fam; this is called 
the abitract ab Tracted. 

The other abttradt contains the 
victualling payments, digefted and 
ranged in a method fimilar to that 
of the navy abftract. hele mate- 
rials, collected together, form a 
complete ledger of a year’s account 
of a treafurer of the navy: from 
them is compofed the formal ac- 
count, which pifies through vari- 
ous offices, ni to a ftate of which 
the treafurer fwears. 

Sections of the ledgers, and the 
other papers, are fent, irom time 
to time, from the pay office of the 
navy to the office of the auditor 
of the impreft; but none of the 
vouchers tor the entrics are {ent 
with them (except the receipts for 
the extra payments which are very 
few) ; nor does the auditor infpect 
any of thefe vouchers: he allows 


the payments upon a different 
ground, The Jatt page of the vo- 


luntary charge, and every page of 
the ledgers, which contain the en- 
tries of the navy, victualling, and 
fick and hurt bills, or the lait page, 
where the entry of « bill tikes up 
more pages than one; every paige 
containing the payments on the 
fhip, yard, hofpital, and tick quar- 
ters books, and on the half pay 
lift, is figned at the bottom by three 
commiffioness of the navy. Upon 
the awhority of thele fignatures, 
the auditor allows the voluntary 

(N) charge, 
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charge, and all the payments, with- 
out the production of any of the 
vouchers : he does this in purfuance 
of a writ of privy feal, which eve- 
ry treafurer Of the navy procures 
foon after his appointment, and 
which dire&s the commiifioners of 
the navy, in the firft place, to ex- 
amine the ledyer books of accounts 
of the treafurer, and three of them 
to fign every page, and orders that 
thefe books, fo Pvteribed, fhall be 
taken and allowed a fufiicient war- 
rant and voucher to the auditors, 
aud all other officers of the Exche- 
quer, to give full allowance of the 
payments therein mentioned to be 
made. Hence the ledger alone, 
thus fubfcribed, becomes the fole 
voucher tor every payment therein 
contained ; and the only, or at leait 
the principal, bufinefs of the au- 
ditor, is to prepare and reduce the 
account into the official form ; which 
he does in the following manner : 
The fections and abttracts are ge- 
nerally proceeded upon as foon as 
they are received in the office. 
The auditor conspares the entry of 
each article in the feétion with the 
entry in the abftraét ; and where the 
bill involves a calculation, or con- 
fifts of many articles, he examines 
the computation, and cafts up the 
arucles. Where the fame perfon 
has received fums at different umes, 
for the fame fervice, thefe fums are 
entered in the ledeer at the times 
they were feverally paid ; but the 
auditor alters the difpofition of 
them ; he collects them all together, 
snd 1s thereby enabled to check the 
ledger entries, <nd to detect over- 
payments: being poffeffed of the 


warrants and receipts for the extra 
payments, he examines thofe en- 
tries, with the vouchers themfelves, 
and ecafts up the totals under cach 
head in the abitracts. 

After he has received all the ma- 
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terials from the pay-office, the of. 
ficial account is compiled, and re. 
duced to the following form: the 
firit divifion is the charge; which 
comprehends the arrears due from 
the treafurer on the foot of his lag 
account, the money impreited to 
him from the Exchequer, and his 
voluntary charge. The impreit 
part is an Englith tranflation ot the 
impreit-roll (which is in Latin) but 
retaining the Latin names of the 
terms in which the fums were iflued, 
The firft part of the voluntar 
charge coniifts of imprefts in for. 
mer treafurerfhips, cleared in the 
time of this account. The auditor 
ranges the articles under this head 
in the account in a manner different 
from that in the ledger. In the 
latter, they are entered in the order 
of ume in which the impretts are 
brought to the office to be cleared; 
but the auditor tranipofes them into 
the order of time in which the ori- 
ginal bills iffued. By this arrange- 
ment he can refer more eafily to 
the infuper lift in the final account 
ot that treafurer who iffued them, 
in order to mark them off as cleared. 
The other parts of the veluntary 
charge are copied from the abttract, 
and confift of the total {ums only, 
paid under the feveral heads. This 
comprehends the whole charge, un- 
lefs errors in the account afford mat+ 
terof furcharge. 

The other divifion of the account 
is the difcharge. Of this the great- 
eft part is taken from the abitract 
abftracted. ‘he heads are copied 
into the account, with the total fum 
paid tor each head, not the parti- 
cular articles compofing that total, 
except in the following inflances. In 
the navy difcharge, bounties, difburie- 
ments, extra pay ments, pentions falas 
ries, fick and hurt payments, fhips 
books, rent, and rewards. In the 
victualling difcharge, extra pay- 

merit, 
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ments, falaries, rent, and workman- 
hip. OF thefe heads it has been 
the ulage of ofhce to enter upon 
the account each particular article ; 
and for this reafon ; it enables the 
suditor torefer with greater facility 
to former accounts, and guard a- 
gainit a fecond credit of the fame 
payment. He does not range the 
arucles under each head exactly in 
the order they iiand in the abitract ; 
he difpofes them as beft fuits his 
own ice and convenience. The 
fees for paffing the account, and the 
balance due from the treafurer, con- 
clude the account of the year; un- 
lefs it be his final account, and then 
the voluntary charge contains feve- 
ral other articles of a fimilar kind, 
copied into the account in like 
manner with the refit; and there 
8 alfo added at the end a lift of 
the infupers, that is, of thofe per- 
fons to whom fums have been if- 
{ued upon account, but which have 
not been cleared during the time of 
the treafurerfhip, with the fums and 
dates of the impreft bills. ‘The trea- 
furer has no credit in his annual 
account for the fums imprefted and 
not cleared by him in each year ; 
they are sreferved for, and entered 
iu, his final account, where he has 
credit for them all, and the refpon- 
ibility is transferred to the perions 
themfelves who have received the 
jums, and they are returned ac- 
countable, This lift, in a long 
treafurerfhip, fwells to a great fize ; 
it 1s tranfmatted from the pay-oflice 
ot the navy, figned by three com- 
inifioners, and admitted upon the 
authority of that fignature. The 
names on the tran{mitted lift are en- 
vered inthe order of time in which 
the impreft bills were paid ; but they 
are tranfpofed upon the account 
into an alphabetical order, for two 
realons ; that all the fums imprefted 
to the fame perfon may be brought 


together; and, that each article 


 amay be more eafily found hereafter, 


ta be marked in the margin, when 
it is cleared ina {ubfequent account; 
but in the final accounts that are now 
making up in the treafurer’s-office, 
the node of ranging the names of 
the infupers alphabetically is adopt- 
ed. The laft ftep is, comparing 
the balance ftated by the auditor 
with the balance of the treafurer; 
and, if it agrees, the account is 
completed. A fhort flate of this 
account is drawn up in the auditors 
office; this ftate the accountant 
{wears to, or, if a peer, atteiis, be- 
fore the barons of the Exchequer, 
or commiflioners appointed by them. 
The total charge upon Mr. Gren- 
ville in this account, for the year 
1759, is fix millions fix hundred 
feventy-four thoufand two hun- 
dred twenty-fix pounds; the total 
difcharge, four millions five hun- 
dred fitty-five thoufand one hundred 
and five pounds, 

Of every account two parts are 
made out iv the auditors office; the 
one on paper, called the declar- 
ed account, or declaration; the 
other on parchment, called empha. 
tically the account; both of them 
are igned by the deputy auditors, 
prefented to the lords of the trea- 
fury tor declaration, figned by the 
chancellor of the Exchequer, by two 
other lords of the treaftiry, and 
by the chicf baron of the Exche- 
quer. The declaration is preferv. 
ed in the auditors office; and the 
account is carried to the offices of 
the King’s remembrancer, and of 
the lord treafurer’s remembrancer, 
and then to the pipe; where it re- 
mains, and from whence the trea- 
furer receives his quietus, 

Such is the progrefs of an account 
of atreaturer of the navy throuch 
the office of the auditors of the 
impreft. 
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As none of the vouchers, except 
thofe for the extra-paymen's, are 
produced to the auditor, bur he ree 
les for the exiitence, as well as for 
the truth of them, upon the fub- 
feription of the three commithoners 
of the navy, we thought it necef- 
fary to enquire what is the exami- 
nation given in the navy-ofhce to 
thefe accounts, that Warrdnts the 
commiffioners in famping fo great a 
credit upon thefe entries. ‘lo this 
purpofe we examined the ofhcers 
who are employed in thole branches 
of the navy, vittualling, and tick 
and hurt offices, threugh which 
thefe accounts pats. 

In the navy-ofice, ‘we examined 
Mr. Ofborne Standert, chiet clerk 
to the controller of the accounts 
of the treafurer of the navy in the 
bill-office, and Mr. William Payn- 
cor, his chief clerk in the ticket of- 
fice; Mr. Benjamin Hoil, chief 
clerk to the controller of the navy 
in the branch tor the payment of 
feamen’s wages, and Mr. ‘Thomas 
Davies, his chief clerk in the office 
for bills and accounts; Mr. Robert 
Greefon, chief clerk to the clerk of 
the acts; and Mr. Jofeph Poole, 
chiet clerk to the controller of the 
victualling accounts. In the vic- 
tualling-office, we examined Mr, 
Denham Briggs, the accountant for 
cath; Mr. Wilham Sayer, chiet 
cierk for clearing impretts ; and Mr. 
Jobn Smith, chiet clerk tor keeping 
the charge on the treafurer of the 
navy: and tn the fick and hurt of- 
fice, Mr. Nathan Crow, chief clerk 
to the commiflioners, together with 
George Swaffield, efq  cafhier of 
the victualling in the office of the 
treafurer.— From them we are fup 
plied with the following informa- 
ton = 

‘The year’s account of atreafurer 
of the navy 15 made out in the 


three branches of his office, each 
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branch attending to that part of the 
account Which relates to its own by. 
finefs, and tranfmitting it to the of 
fice of the auditors of the impreit, 
ihe vou hers both for the charge 
and difcharge, and the entries of 
thofe vouchers an the fections, all 
receive an examination, check, and 
correction, in fome branch or other 
of the navy, victualling, or fick and 
hurt offices, previous to their being 
figned by the commiffioners of the 
navy, and to the tranfmillion of the 
fections to the office of the auditor. 

The charge is checked in the fol- 
lowing manner :—~—as to the imprett 
part, the exchequer every month, 
and the treafurer immediately after 
his receipt, tranfmit to the navy« 
board certificates of all the fums im- 
prefted to him: twice in every. 
month he certifies to them all his re. 
ceipts and payments in general; the 
contents ot thefe certificates are en- 
tered in the navy-office ; with thefe 
entries his impreft charge is com- 
pared, as well as verified by the im- 
preft-roll obtained by him ‘from the 
Exchequer, 

As to the other part, which 1s 
the voluntary charge, much the 
greateft part of it is directed into his 
hands by letters from either the navy 
or victualling boards ; of which let 
ters entries are made in the refpec- 
tive offices; and as he receives the 
fms mentioned in thofe letters, he 
inferts them in his next certificate ; 
befides which, the fums reccived 
by him from imprefts cleared, and 
from abatements on bills or books, 
appear upon the face of rhe bills 
and books themfelves, and every 
bill is regiftered in its proper office. 
The voluntary charge coniilts ot 
three parts, and 1S made out, one 
part in each branch of the trealurer’s 
office. ‘That made out in the pay 
branch, confifting of abatements on 
fhip and yard books and halt An 

ial, 
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its, is checked and examined in the 
office of the controller of the navy, 
by a ledger kept there tor the ipe- 
cial purpofe of entering every one 
of the articles contained in that 
charge, and which entries are ta- 
ken trom the books theméelves, the 
{ums there inferted having been cal- 
culated, examined, and compared 
in three different offices. ‘That 
made out in the cafhier’s branch, 
conifting of imprefts cleared in tor- 
mertreafurerfhips, abatements from 
bills, money produced by the fale 
of old ftores, and reccived trom the 
fucceflor, is examined and checked 
by entries made of every article that 
compofes it in the office of the con- 
troller of the treafurer’s accounts. 
That part made out in the vi¢tual- 
ling branch, confiiting of imprefts 
cleared, abatements trom bills, tums 
arifing from the fale of old ttores, 
fees of oxen and decayed provilions, 
is examined with the entries in the 
ledger, kept in that branch of the 
victualling-office for kecping the 
charge upon the treafurer; in which 
ledver every article ot this charge is 
entered, cither from the letters di- 
recting the payinent, or from the 
bills themfelves: a copy of this 
charge is figned by three commil- 
fioners of the victualling, which is 
the warrant for the fitnature of the 
three commiffioners of the navy, 
upon that copy which is fent to the 
auditor’s office. 

The difcharge is checked in this 
manner:—every bill paid by the 
treafurer is made out in fome branch 
or other of the navy, victualling, or 
fick and hurt offices, or in the yards 
OF out-ports: if made out in one 
ot the othices, it undergoes one, or, 
if neceflary, more examinations in 
that office : if made out at the yarde, 
it is fent to, and examined by, two 


clerks in the office of the controller 


et the navy; if made out at the 
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out-ports, it is fent to, and exa- 
mined in, the office of the account. 
ant tor cafh in the vidtualliny-office, 
All bills, wharever made out,. are 
entered in regifters; the navy bills 
in the controller's office; the vic- 
tualling-bills in the office of the con- 
troller of the victualling; and the 
fick and hurt billsin the fick and 
hurt office; and when affigned for 
ptyment, they are entered wgain in 
afligning-books, kept for thofe pur- 
poles in the feveral offices. The 
treafurer’s fections, with the origi- 
nal bills themfelves, are ent to thefe 
feveral otlives, to be compared and 
examined with the entries made in 
their books: the navy feétions are 
examined with the entries in the 
afligning-book in the office of the 
controller of the treafurer’s 
counts, and afterwards compared 
with the orivinal bills themfelves ; 
the victualling fections are examined 
with the entries in the afficning- 
book in the oflfice of the conrroller 
ot the victualliny; the fick and hurt 
fections, with the entries in the af- 
hicaing-book in the fick and hurt of- 
fice, and they are atterwards com- 
pared with the original bills in the 
ofice of the controller of the trea- 
furer’s accounts. 

For every thip five books are mad 
out, copies ot cach other, lodged 
in three different departments of the 
navy-o'hce, one in that brinch of 
the othee of the controller ot the 
treafurer’s accounts, called the tick- 
ec-othce ; two in the office of the 
controiler ot the navy, one of them 
for the commiffioner who controuls 
the payments, the other for the 
controller’s clerk who attends him: 
and two in the office of the treafur- 
er: this book contains the names, 
the times of fervice, and the defal- 
cations, of every perfon belonging 
to that fhip, toyether with rhe tull 
and nett wages of all perfons wha 
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are paid upon that book; all thefe 
feveral fums are calculated, exa- 
mined, and checked, both in the 
ticket-oflice and in the office of the 
controller of the navy; and the full 
fum to be a'lowed the treafurer, for 
the pay of that fhip, is entered at 
the end of the fhip’s book, and is 
the fame fum in the treafurer’s led- 
yer, which he claims to be allowed 
him tor the payment of that fhip. 

When a fhip is paid, a commif- 
fioner of the navy, two clerks from 
the treafurer’s office, and one from 
each of the controller’s offices, at- 
tend, each with his book ; by which 
means they are a check upon each 
other: three of thefe books are made 
up at the fame time, and compared 
together; and remain afterwards, 
one in the office of the treafurer, 
another in that of the controller, 
and the third in that of the con- 
troller of the treafures’s accounts. 
‘The treafurer’s fections, containing 
the fums paid upon the fhip’s books, 
are taken from the full books, after 
they are made up and fiyned by 
three commiflioners of the navy, and 
are compared, in the office of the 
controller of the treafurer’s accounts, 
with the fums entered upon the 
books in that office. The fums for 
the hofpital halt-pay and fick quar- 
ters, are likewife taken from, and 
compared with, the full books kept 
for thofe fervices. Upon a final ac- 
count, the infuper litt is taken from 
impreit ledgers, one kept in the or- 
fice ot the controller of the trea- 
fjurer’s accounts, another in the of- 
fice of the controller of the vidiual- 
ling accounts; and in fome one of 
which every impreft bill is entered: 
this lift is compared with the en- 
tries in thefe impreit ledgers. 

In confequence of this examina- 
tion of the entrics in the treafurer’s 
ledger, with the vouchers for, and 
entries of the fame articles in the 
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books of the different branches of 
the navy, victualling, and tick and 
hurt offices, the commiffioners of 
the navy are authoriled to vive to 
the entries in that ledyer a credie 
equal to the credit of orizinal yoy. 
chers, and to giveto the treafurerg 
difpenfation with the produétion of 
thofe originals in the office where 
he is a to pals his accounts, 

The in ormation we have thus 
collected, enables us to form fome 
judgment of the caufes of the delay 
in paffing the accounts of the trea. 
furer of the navy, as well as fup. 
plies us with matter for regulation, 
worthy, tn our opinion, to be fub- 
mitted to the attention of the legi. 
flature. 

The caufe of delay that occurs 
the firft in this inquiry, is the not 
executing the compulfory proces 
intended to bring in perfons to ac- 
count. This is a fource of delay 
that extends to every account fub- 
ject to be pafled in the auditor's 
office. 

A diftrefs is an ancient and legal 
method of forcing a perfon to do 
certain aéts, which the law re- 
quires of him; and it isan effectual 
method ; for he refufes at the peril 
of forfeiting to the crown a part of 
his property, and if he continues 
refractory, of having that forfetture 
increafed till he obeys: but the di/* 
tringas ad computandum is a proces 
utterly nugatory; it iffues out of 
mere form; and, though levelled 
at perfons who have millions to ac- 
count for, it is never executed, 
The long ufage of pffice warrants 
the theriffto give it under his hand, 
and to confirm it by his oath in the 
court of Exchequer, that the trea- 
furer of the navy is not ro be found 
either in the city of London or in 
the county of Middlefex, and that 
the ee of the forces 


has heither lands nor chattels 19 ¢t- 
cher 
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ther of thofe diftricts by which he 
can be diftrained. 

So far as the prefent fyftem of 
pafling the public accounts fhall be 
retained, this procefs out to be made 
effectual: it cannot be fo in its pre- 
fent tate. The writ mutt be ditin- 
cumbered of that load of old and 
welefs fchedules, at prefent always 
annexed to it. Authority fhould be 
given to infpect and fcrutinize the 
litts of perfons who ftand at this 
time accountable to the crown for 
money imprefted or iffued to them 
on account, and to diftinguifh thofe 
who are of ability and amenable, 
from the infolvent and thofe whofe 
accounts are remote and defperate, 
and who can neither them{elves nor 
their reprefentatives ever be profe- 
cuted with any hopes of fuccefs. 
The names and fchedules of the lat- 
ter fhould all be taken from the 
writ; the former only fhould be 
annexed; and upon all named in 
the fchedules annexed, the writ 
fhould be executed, and they fhould 
be compelled to appear upon the re- 
turn, and give the reafons for the 
delay before the proper judges, the 
barons of the Exchequer. 

The certificates of the accounts 
depending in the office of the audi- 
tors of the impreft require the like 
correction. Publicinftruments fhould 
not be incumbered with ufelefs mat- 
ter: nothing fhould be inferted in 
them but what tends to anfwer the 
purpofe defigned by them; but 
thefe certificates are filled with ftale 
accounts that have been depending, 
many of them, for a century, the 
accountants forgotten, the line ot 
their reprefentation not to be traced, 
no vouchers to be found, no vetti- 
ges of them whatever remaining, 
fave what are preferved to no pur- 
pole, in thefe inftruments ; they 
puzzle and confound the officers 
they are intended to inform ; they 
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engage the time of clerks that 
might be ufefully employed, and 
for which the public pay. 

The power of difcharging ac- 
counts of long ftanding has been 
exercifed by the legiilature for the 
quiet of the fubject, In the land- 
tax act of the yerr 1759, all infu- 
pers fet in the accounts of the re- 
ceivers-general of the land-tax be- 
fore the years 1746 are abfolutely 
difcharged. 

Orher delays arife in the office of 
the treafurer of the navy, and flow 
in a great meafure trom the prefent 
conititution of that office. As the 
auditor of the impre{t cannot pafs 
the aecount until he has received all 
the materials of which it is com- 
pofed, we required from him a ftate 
of the order of tine in which the 
feveral parts of Mr. Grenville’s ac- 
count for the year 1759 were de- 
livered into his office. By this ftate 
it appears, that the firft fections of 
this year came to the auditor in May 
1793; that the voluntary charge, 
and fome other papers, which were 
the parts of the account that came 
the lait, were not received until De- 
cember 1781; that is, eighteen 
years after the fections, and near 
twenty-two years after the expira- 
tion of the year to which the ac- 
count belongs. We required like- 
wife from the auditors a {tate of the 
accounts of the treafurers of the 
navy, now depending in each of 
their offices; with the times when 
the feveral parts of the accounts 
were delivered in to each. Thele 
{tates fhew, that the accounts for the 
two next fucceeding years, 1760 
and 1761, are ready for declara- 
tion; that the accounts of none of 
the fubfequent years are complete 
in the office, little more than the 
navy and victualling feétions of thefe 
years having been as yet received 
trom the treaturer’s office, 
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One of the principal caufes af- 
figned for this delay, and the only 
one that feems to have a founda. 
tion, 1) ftated in our thid report: 
itis the necefity of keeping open 
the thips books for many years, even 
after the tresfurer, in whote tune 
they were firit opened, is our ot of- 
fice, for the purpole of 


of compleatng 
the payme:t: upen each book, that 
fuch treafurer nay have his proper 
voucher for the payment of each 
fhip, and to prevent the dithenliy 
thac would arife in cittinguiliing 
the payments by each, af the iaime 
hook was paid upoa by more tea- 
furcrs than one. 

Ke 1! 1 Open the fhiips books fo 
lon 'y belides the delay it occations 


mm the veco 4 pregnant ith fo 
Many nconvenien both to the ot- 
ficer and the office, thatthe correction 
of t defect is an object worth ate 


temptin r. 

‘The difficulty Pes in the payment 
upon recalls; that is, of thole per- 
fons who remain upon a book un- 
paid afterthe day of payment. A 
{hip is tad emphaticatly to be paid, 
upon that day in which that thip’s 


book 1s firtt ope ed tor payment, 
exeep! vhere one perton only upon 
a flup's baok is part upon a certain 


dav, in orderto put that (lity out 


of commilion 3 and, ta that cate, 
payments within the month atier, 
re not contidered as recalls, but as 
payments onthe payday. All pay- 


’ ;° 1 , ’ 

spents made luble pucht FO that aay, 
“0. | | 4 } } L ac male tes 
avai eCrOre TNC VOOR Io NVlue Up, A C 
payments 


made by or upoath 


‘ 


upon recalls, and are now 

book atfels, and 
by the mreafurer in trealurer- 
fhiyy the book was firlt opened tor 
payment, whether hes 2 out 
ot othee,. lt ameth a c1un be de- 
thofe atter-claim 
vy the treafurer in. office, and 
otherwite than by the thhipy’s book, 


rithout delaying or dilturbing the 


WEoic 
mor 


vit d ot paying 
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pay of the feamen, or confound 
the accounts of the treafurers, the 
fhip’s books may then be cloled @ 
any tune, and this difficulty will be 
removed, 

In order to difeover fuch a me. 
thod, it was abtolutely neceflary to 
examine minutely into the manner 
in which this branch of the bufinefs 
is now conducted in the poy office 
o! the navy; and with this know. 
lege we are furnifhed by Mr. Adam 
Jellicoe, chief clerk in the . 
byanch in the office of the treafurer 
ot the navy; Mr. John Hunter, 
who bas long been employed in the 
office of the controller of the trea. 
furcr’s accounts at Portimouth, 
where by tur the greatett number of 
the fips and recalls are paid; Mr, 
Edward Falkinelen, a clerk in thar 
branch of the olilice of the control. 
ler of the navy that relates to the 
payment of feamen’s wages; and 
by Mr. Wilham Paynter, the chief 
clerk in the ticket-oflice, 

A fhip’s book, with its four cos 
pies, ismade out inthe ihip; itcon- 
tuins the names, and cereain necefs 
fary circumitances, of all the pers 
fons entitled to waves in that fhip: 
the two oppofiic pages are divided 
into a variety of columns, with a 
title at the top ot each column; 
eivhteen ot thete columns are tor des 
that Is, deductions or 
barements that are to be made out 
ot ther Wares at the time ot pays 
ment: four of thele are conttant, 
certain deductions; they are intl 
tuled, the cheit, the hofpital, the 
three-pence in the pound, and the 
murine oppages. ‘The other tour 
teen are calual. The wages of an 
able feaman are twenty-four thil- 
lings a month; this is part of the 
four pounds per man per month, 
voted annually by parliament tor 
the maintenance of the teamen; 


taleutions, 


trom this fum of twenty-iour, ee 
ings, 
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lings, and from the monthly wages 
of every warrant and petty ofhcer, 
there are two conftant deductions ; 
one fhilling for the chet, aud fix 
nce tor the hofpwal, ‘The one 
fhilling is divided into three parts, 
for three diflerent purpotes; hx 
eof it is paidto the chelt at 
Chatham, for the fupport of hure 
and difabled feamen; four pence is 
paid to the chaplain ; and two pence 
to the furgeon, The fix pence 1s 
applied tothe fupport of Greenwich 
hofpital; and the monthly pay of 
the commiffioned officers 18 alfo fub 
ject to the fame deduction, The 
three pence in the pound is a de. 
duction from the pay ot all com- 
mifhoned and warrant ofhcers, for 
the purpofe of paying the widows 
penhions. The marine ftoppages 
are, one penny a weck trom the 
wages of the private men, three 
haltpence of the corporal and dram- 
mer, and two pence of the ferjeant, 
applicable to the fame bounty. The 
calual deduétions ave either tor ar- 
ticles fupplied to them, which they 
are to pay for out of their wages ; 
or for wages that have been ad. 
vanced to them, or remitted by 
their order; or certain mul¢ts in- 
curred by them. 

The fhip’s book, being formed 
with thefe divifions, 1s fent, with 
the four copies, from the flip tothe 
pay-ofhce of the navy at that port 
where the flip is to be paid, with 
allthe columns filled up except the 
eight following ; the cheft, the hof- 
pital, the three pence in the pound, 
the marine floppages, the full and 
neitwages, the tums remitted at the 
pay ot the flip, andneglect. ‘The 


firft fix, depending upon the time 
ot the tervice of each perfon, can- 
not be filled up until that time is 
fully afcertained by examination, on 
the day of payment; neither can 
pe next, as being a tranfaction up- 








on that day. The column of ne- 
gleét, which contains the mulés 
and fines, is filled up fome time be- 
ture the payiment. 

The eflicers and feamen, entitled 
to wages upon any thip’s book, may 
be paid, either before the pay-day 
ot that fhip, or upon that day, or 
between the pay-day and the making 
up of the book, or atter the book is 
made up; each of thefe times of 
paymenc is attended with fome dif- 
terence in the mode. The pay- 
ments on the pay-day are made, and 
payments upon recalls, that is, be- 
tween the pay-day and the making 
up of the books, are either made or 
fet off upon the fhip’s book itfelf ; 
all the circumilanees of each pay- 
ment being there entered, thar book 
becomes the evidence of fuch pay- 
ments: but payments made, either 
previous to the pay-day, or fuble- 
quentto the making up of the books, 
are not made upon the books, but 
upon lifts, or by tickets, which litts 
or tickeis contain all the circum- 
ftances, andarethe evidence of fuch 
payinents, 

A payment upon the pay-day, 
which is generally the principal pay- 
nent, 1s in this manner :—the full 
wages of each perfon applying are 
calculated, and entered on the tull 
column; the open columns of de- 
falcations are filled up: the total of 
his detuleations, both certain and 
calual, being colt up, and deducted 
trom his tull wages, leaves the net 
waves; Which are paid to him, and 
entered in the proper columa. Na 
date is fet in the book aguinft the 
naines of the perfons who are paid 
upon this day ; but the indorfement 
of the dav upon the book, ferves 
for the date ot all thofe payments : 
after that day, the book, ot what- 
ever port it may be, remains inthe 
pay-oflice therz, until it is finally 
cloied, for the purpofe of paving 
Upon 































































































me 





























ge A ee ea 


nation 


(202) PUBLIC 


upon recalls; which is done in the 
following manner : 

A litt of the claimants entitled to 
Wayes trom fhips that have been 
paid, is fent from the fhip where 
they are on board, to the pay-of- 
fice at the port; this lift.is examin- 
ed with the fhip’s books that are in 
the office; and the perfons upon 
the lift who can be paid, are dittin- 
guifhed from thofewho cannot, ‘The 
current number in the fliip’s book is 
entered upon the hit, oppofite the 
naine of the perfon, that he may be 
the more cafily found upon the book 
when he comes to be paid. The 
litt, thus correéted, is returned to 
the captain; who fends on fhore, 
under the care of a commitlioned 
officer, thofe men who appear upon 
the lift entitled to receive their 
wages: they are paid each upon the 
book of that fhip to which he be- 
longed, and the date of the day he 
is paid upon is fet oppofite to his 
name. 

Where the litt contains the names 
of men belonging to fhips whofe 
books are not at that port, the pay 
clerks apply to the pay officers of 
thofe ports where the books are, for 
extracts; that is, for copies of the 
entries relative to thofe men, inthe 
books from which they feverally 
claim their wages: upon the re- 
ceipt of thefe extracts, the lift is 
corrected by them, in fuch a man- 
ner as to inform the captain which 
of thofe men he may fend to be 
paid; and, thatthefe payments may 
be fer off upon the proper fhip’s 
books, the account of the extra¢ts, 
that is, of the men thus paid, is 
fent every quarter to the feveral 
ports. 

In payments by lifts, either pre- 
vious tothe pay-day of the fhip, or 
atter the fhip’s book is made up, or 
by tickets, the name, time of fer- 
vier, defalcations, and ether circum- 
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ftances of each perfon, are tranfcrib. 
ed from the book of that fhip from 
which he elaims his wages, into the 
lift or ticket. Each entry is an exaét 
copy of the entry relative to the fame 
perfon in the thip’s book; and it 
muft be fo; for otherwife the re. 
maining defalcations, and the full 
and net wages, could not be cal. 
culated. After this is done, where 
the payment is by litt, previous to 
the payment of the fhip, or by tic. 
ket, the wages are calculated + the 
open columns are all filled up; and.if 
by litt, the net wages are paid; or 
if by ticket, that ticket is afliyned 
upon the treafurer for payment of 
the net fum therein mentioned; and 
in both thefe modes, to prevent 
double payments, the fhip’s book is 
marked, oppofite the name of each 
perfon, in what manner paid, and 
by what treafurer, 

A payment, fubfequent to the 
making up of the thip’s book, is 
made upon a lift of arrears, that is, 
a book that contains the name of 
each fhip, and the names and cir- 
cumttances, extracted from the fe- 
veral thips books, of all perfons paid 
after the books on which they claim 
wages have been made up and fi- 
nally cloted. All fhips books are 
at prefent made up and remain after- 
wards atthe Navy-office in London. 
A claimant upon fuch books muft 
firft apply for his wages to the navy- 
board: they refer to the fhip’s book 
lodged in the ticket-office ; and it 
he appears to be entitled, they or- 
der him to be entered and paid up- 
on the lift of arrears, and his name 
is marked upon the fhip’s book as 
paid in that manner, and by what 
treafurer. 

Thefe different modes of pay- 
ment vary the vouchers ot the trea 
furer. The previous lift or tickets 
a voucher for the total of the net 


fums contained inthe litt, or for the 
finylc 
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fingle net fum in the ticket, for that 
treafurer Who pays It, whether he 
continues in office long enough, or 
not, to pay the book trom w henee 
the litt or ticker is extracted, 

When a book is finally made up, 
the defalcations oppolite the names 
of thofe perfons, who have been 
paid, either by previous lifts or 
tickets, and of thoie who remain 
unpaid, are entered in the proper 
columns. ‘Ihe detalcations ot each 
are cait up, and the total entered in 
the column of tull wages. Every 
column is caft up toa total, and the 
treafurer, whofe book it is, is allow- 
ed, and that book fo filled up in bis 
voucher, for the total fum in the 
column of full wages; but as he has 
paid the feamen, not their full bur 
their net wages only, he difcharges 
himfelt ot the difference, that is, of 
the detaleations, by the receipts of 
the purfer, or other perfons entit- 
led, to whom he has paid them; 
and it he has not paid all the defal- 
cations, he charees himiclt with 
what remains unpaid in his volun- 
tary eharve of the year, in which 
he has credit tor that fhip’s book, 
and this remainder 1s afterwards paid 
by the treafurer in office by a defal- 
cation Inf. 

The keeping open the fhips books 
fo long as they are at prefent, pre- 
vents the afrer-claimants trom being 
very numerous, and confequently 
the lift ot arrears trom being very 
long ; infomuch that it ferves as a 
ingle voucher only, for the amount 
ot the net fum of the payments made 
“pon this lift by a treafurer during 
his whole treaturerthip, and that 
bet total fum is entered as one pay- 
Mentin his final account. 

From this detcription of the modes 
of paying fhips now in ute in the 
Navy-office, appears, that there 
does at this time exift a method, by 
which a fubfequeat treafurer pays 
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claimants upon fhips books paid by 
and belonging to his predeceffor, 
after they are finally clofed and 
made up; and this method is by a 
litt of arrears, Suppofe, then, all 
the fhips books paid upon by a trea- 
furer were, upon his refignation or 
death, to be immediately laid by, 
and all payments upon them to 
ceafe: could the fucceeding trea- 
furer, by the fame means, pay all 
the remaining claimants upon thote 
books, without any material incon- 
venience, either tothe feamen or to 
the pay-office ? 

This depends upon the difference 
which the fubttirution of the littot 
arrears in the place of the fhips 
books will occafion in the payments. 
The previous application by the 
claimant to the navv-board muft be 
difpented with. ‘he thips books, 
intteud of being fent to the navy- 
oflice after they are clofed, muftre- 
main atthe out-ports as they do 
now. Litts of arrears, diftinguifh- 
ed from thofe uled after the fhips 
books are made up, mutt be kept 
there as well asin London. ‘Thus 
far there feems to be no difficulty. 
At prefent, if a fingle claimant ap- 
pears upon a recall, his fhip’s book 
is examined, his name found, his 
wapes aré calculated, the open co- 
lumns of defalcations and the co- 
lumns of wages filled up, upon the 
fhip’s book, It he 1s paid upon the 
litt of arrears, his fhip’s book 1s 
equally examined, the fame calcu- 
lations and the fame entrics are 
made; bute inthe one cafe the en- 
tries are made in the fhip’s book, 
and inthe other, upon the hit of 
arrears; and befides this, the on- 
ginal entries appearing upon the 
fhip’s book, are copied trom thenee 
into the lift of arrears: and this is 
the only difference between the two 
methods ot payment. As this co- 
pying takes up time, the payment 
upon 
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upon a lift of arrears is longer than 
the payment upon a fhip’s book, by 
the iength of time it takes to tran- 
fcribe thefe entries. 

Upon infpection of a fhip’s book 
made up, and of a lift of arrears, 
the entries tranfcribed appear to be, 
the name of the claimant, the cur- 
rent number, the quality, the times 
of entry and of difcharge, with from 
three to five cafual defaleations ; for 
though there are fourteen columns 
for cafual defalcations, yet there are 
feldom entries made in more than 
five of them ; and thefe are ufually 
ior cloaths of different kinds, to- 
bacco, and the two months advance. 
The name of the fhip likewite, to 
which the claimant belonged, is en- 
tered upon the lit; and, to pre- 
vent overpayments, the fhip’s book 
is oe oppotite the name, as 
paid by littof arrears, From thele 
entrics arifes allthe additional trouble 
to the pay clerks, and delay to the 
feamen, by the fubfiitution of the 
lift of arrcars in the place of the 
fhip’s books. 

As there are now, at every pay- 
ment upon recalls, beiides the com- 
miffioner, his clerk, and a fecond 
clerk in the treafurer’s office, three 
pay clerks, with each a fhip’s book 
in which the fame entries are made; 
fo at a payment upon a lilt of ar- 
rears there muft be the like number 
ot clerks and hits, and the fame en- 
tries made in each hit; but tranf- 
cribing into three hits will take up 
no more time than the tranferibing 
Into one, if an attending clerk reads 
the entries in the flip’s books, 
whilittheother three tran{cribe them 
into their litts. Where the number 
of claimants is not great, the time it 
takes to tranfcribe theie articles can- 
not be very confiderable. Where 
the payment is in confequence of a 
iit tent from the fhip, whichis the 
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to be procured, there is always time 
enough to tranferibe the entries be. 
fore the lift is returned to the cap. 
tain ; and in this cafe the aual pay- 
ment 1s more ealily tranfacted ; for 
where the claiins arife upon differ. 
ent fips, as all are entered Upon the 
liit of arrears, the trouble of turn. 
ing to each fhip’s book is avoid. 
ed. In payment of thete litts care 
muft be taken that the captain fends 
on thore to be paid all who are re. 
turned to him capable of being paid, 
that the payment upon the litt of 
arrears may be complete. A fick 
man may be paid afterwards, or if 
a man is prevented trom coming at 
all, his name may be itruck our of 
the litt. 

There is one inftance, and the 
only one that occurs to us, in which 
the time taken up in tranfcribing 
may be material ; that 13, where, 
upon a fhip’s being paid off, a num- 
ber of her men are turned over toa 
fhip under failing orders, and the 
captain applies for their immediate 
payment: in this cafe, at prefent, 
the commiffioner goes on board with 
his pay clerks, and pays the men 
that are turned over upon the thip’s 
book; was he to pay them upon a 
lift of arrears, it might pollibly take 
up near double the time, and the 
fervice would be fo far retarded, 
This cafe can happen only in 
time of war; and where the fer- 
vice preiles, and the captain has not 
time to fend on fhore a litt ot the 
feamen who are to be paid; and 
where the vacancy of the treafurer- 
fliip happens between the pay-day 
of the thip’s book and the time 
when the men turned over call for 
their wages. : 

As fo many circumftances mut 
concur, and confequently the cate 
cin rarely exit, we do not think 
the inconvenience that may arite 10 
this one accidentaPevent, counter 
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balances the many public advan- 
tages that certainly attend it In every 
other event ; and confequently, that 
the propo ed regulation ought not 
therefore to be rejected, 

But the time employed in paying 
the feamen upon the fhip’s books, as 
well as upon lifts of arrears, may, 
ia our opinion, be fhortened, and 
the pay clerks be relieved from fome 

rt of their trouble. The fums 
applicable to the cheft, and the hof- 
pital, the three pence in the pound, 
and the marine ttoppages, are de- 
ductions, after a certain rate, out 
of the wages of the officers, feamen, 
and marines: we applied to the 
commifioners of the navy, to know 
by what authority thefe deductions 
are made: from their returns to our 
requifition, we collect the following 
information : hen 

‘The copy of an inquifition taken 
at Rochetter in the-fitreenth year of 
ames the Firlt, before commiffion- 
ers of charitable ufes appoinred to en- 
quireinto the ftate of the fund be- 
longing to the cheft at Chatham, 
recites the origin of the payment of 
the fix pence (part of the deduction 
of one fhilling) to the cheft at Cha- 
tham: an extract of fo much of it 
as relates to the fubject matter be- 
fore us, we have inferted in the ap- 
pendix; and from thence it appears, 
that this deduction commenced in the 
year 1590, and was a voluntary gift 
and contribution of a certain por- 
tion of their refpective wages, by 
the mafters, maricers, fhipwrights, 
and feataring men, then employed 
in the fervice, to be a perpetual re- 
het for hurt and maimed mariners, 
carpenters, and feamen, 

Uhe four pence to the chaplain, 
and the two pence to the furgeon, 
which are the remaining parts of 
the one fhilling deduction under the 
ttle of the cheft, are very ancient. 

© commiflioners of the navy have 
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not been able to trace them to their 
origin. One fhilling was the abate- 
ment in the cheft column in thé 
year 1685. 

The dedoction of fix pence under 
the title of the ho‘pital, is ordered, 
by the act of the 7th and 8th of 
William the Third, chap. 211, to be 
made from the wages of the feamen, 
and applied for the better fupport 
of Greenwich hofpital. An order 
of the board of admiralty, dated the 
3d of September 1696, directs the 
navy board to carry this aét into 
exectition. 

His late majefty king George the 
Second, in confequence of a volun- 
tary agreement of the officers of the 
navy, by a commiffion dated the 
30th of Auguit 1732, directs, that 
the three pence in the pound fhall 
be from that time abated from the 
perfonal pay and half-pay of off- 
cers therein defcribed, for the re- 
lief of poor widows of commiffion- 
ed and warrant officers of the navy, 
and appoints commiffioners for con- 
dudting this charity; this commif- 
fion was carried into execution by 
an order of the board of Admiralty, 
dated 2gth September 1732, di- 
rected for that purpofe to the com- 
miflioners of the navy. 

The marine ftoppages are direét- 
ed by an order of the fame board, 
dated zd November, 1756. 

Where a fund is to be created 
and eitablithed for a public pur- 
pofe, a grofs fum is better calcu- 
lated for it, than a fum compound. 
ed of various deductions: the one 
is fimple, cafy, and certain; the 
other complex, troublefome, and 
uncertain. The commiffoners of 
the admiralty and of the navy mutt 
have full knowlege what fums have 
been tifued every ye:r out of the 
fea-pay, to the chet at Chatham, 
Greenwich hofpitel, and the fund 
for the relief of poor widows, ever 
fince 
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fince their inflitution. They may 
conjecture from the experience of 
many years, what will bethe wants 
and fupplies of thofe charities, in 
every poflible fituation of the na- 
vy. The wages of the officers and 
feamen is the fund for them all. 
No reafon, then, occurs to us, 
why, on fettling the navy eflablith- 
ment every year, certain portions 
oj that fund fhould not be appro- 
priated tothe fupport of thefe cha- 
rities, to be iflued, from time to 
time, by the treafurer of the navy. 
At he og he advances to all of 
them fums on account, and upom 
calculation: neither the commii— 
fioners, nor truitees for thefe cha- 
rities, can know their income from 
the fea-pay for any one year, until 
feven or eight years atter that year 
is expired. They cannot know it, 
until the books of allthe fhips paid 
in that year are made up; and the 
books are now in arrear as tar back 
as the year 1775. The fame boards 
muit likewife be acquainted with 
the incomes of the chaplain and 
furgeon of every fhip, of whatever 
rate in the navy; at leaft they know 
what is a proper and adequate com- 
penfation for their feveral fervices. 
What objection, then, arifes to the 
allowing to cach of them, inflead of 
thefe deductions, one fiated, cer- 
tain, annual falary, according to his 
fiation, payable out of the tund of 
wages ? 

It appears, in our judgment, a 
general, ufeful regulation, where- 
ever it is practicable, to take away 
the diftinétion between nominal and 
real wayes and falaries, that the 
reputed compenfation for fervice 
may be the dim actually received, 
that every man may know the price 
of his labour and abilities. Where 
the nominal exceeds the real, ag 
ignorant mind fufpects traud, and 
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a weak one is deceived by an ima. 
ginary income. 

_As the modes fuggetted of pro. 
viding for thefe charities, and of 
paying the chaplains and furgeons 
appear to us to be practicable, 
they ought, IN OUr Opinion, to be 
fubitituted in the place ot the modes 
in ufe; one confequence of which 
will be, that the four columns of 
the cheft, the hofpital, the three 
pence in the pound, and the ma. 
rine ftoppages, are rendered ufe- 
lefs, and may be left out of the hhips 
books. 

There is another defalcation, 
which, in our opinion, ought to be 
omitted for the future, as not anf. 
wering the end propofed ; that is, 
the deduction under the title of ve. 
nereal cures, ‘This is a payment 
to the furgeon of fifteen fillings 
for every cure; and is directed to 
be charged againit their wages by 
an order of the board of admiralty, 
dated oth of April 1756. Before 
that year, the mul¢t upon the fea- 
men was one pound ten fhillings 
for cvery cure; the order reduces 
it to fitteen fhillings; and ttates, 
among tcafons for the reduction, 
** that this great charge on the fea- 
men did not prevent the evil.” It 
a certain pecuniary mulct was not 
fevere enough to prevent the ol- 
fence in the year 1756, half that 
mul@& can hardly be fuppofed more 
efficacious in the year 1782. A 
punifhment that neither corrects the 
offender, nor deters others, is in 
itfelf an evil, from which the fub- 
jeét fhould be relieved ; and there- 
fore, we think the furgeon fhould 
attend to every difeafe of the {ca- 
men at the public expence, and be 
allowed a certain compenfation ade- 
quate to his {kill and trouble. 

The omiffion of theie five 00+ 
lumns in the fhips books, will acce- 

Jerate 











lerate the payments, both upon the 
books and upon the lifts ot arrears, 
by as much time as 16 Now taken 
yp in making the calculations and 
entries 1D thofecolumns. ‘The cal- 
culations (however eafy they may 
be to perfons accuftomed to them) 
and the entrics, though fhort, yet 
being numerous, mutt, like the 
tranicripts into the lifts, take up 
fome tine. A book of a firit rate, 
for fix months, has contained the 
names of fifteen hundred eighty fix 

rfons: upon the payment of as 
many of thefe men as are feamen, 
fyms muft be calculated and entries 
made in two columns at leaft. 
Where time is fo valuable, every 
portion of it is worth faving. 

From this examination into the 
efiet that the fubititution of the lift 
of arrears, in the place of the fhips 
books, will have upon the pay- 
ment of the feamen, we are led to 
be of opinion, that if, upon the 
death or refignation of a treafurer, 
all the fhips books paid by him 
are immediately clofed, the fuccef- 
for may pay all the after-claimants 
left unpaid upon thofe books, by 
lits of arrears, without creating 
either delay or difturbance in the 
pay of the feamen; efpecially if 
the number of entries upon the lift 
of arrears be reduced, by the o- 
miffion ot the five columns of defal- 
cations above-mentioned. It re- 
mains to be feen, whether this al- 
teration will caufe any confufion 
in the accounts of the treafurer, 

A thip’s book, paid by him, will 
be made up in the fame manner it 
isnow, It will be paid upon by 
one treafurer only, and will be his 
voucher for the total fum contained 
inte column of full wages; for 
which fum he will have credit in 
isaccount of that year in which 
the book was paid, 
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The account of his payments by 
lifts of arrears will be varied. At 
prefent, the books being kept fo 
long open, the after-claimants are 
few; and one entry ferves, in his 
final account, for the whole fum 
paid by him for arrears during the 
time of his treafurerfhip ; and one 
lift of arrears fuffices for his vouch- 
er; butif he pays upon lifts of ar- 
rears, all the perfons Ictt unpaid 
upon all the books by all his prede- 
ceflors, thefe payments mutt be- 
come fo very numerous, that in- 
ftead of one item in his final ac- 
count of the total fum paid by him 
for arrears in the courfe of his 
whole treafurerfhhip, he muft infert 
in his acccunt of every year the 
total fums paid by him during that 
year for arrears, at every port 
where he has a lift; and the lift 
made up, annually, at every port, 
will be his voucher for the fums 
paid at that port: but this altera- 
tion will ftill leave his accounts clear 
and undifturbed. 

In one branch, this mode will be 
of advantage to the pay-office by 
thortening their accounts. At pre- 
fent the pay clerks at each port 
tranfinit every month to the navy- 
office an account, containing the 
fums paid by them upon the e- 
calls of every fhip during that 
month at their refpective ports, dif- 
tinguifhing the treafurer by whom 
paid, in order that each fum may 
be pofted to the account of the end. 
ing of each fhip’s book in the led- 
ger. From thefe returns the pay- 
maiter of the navy makes out 
monthly certificates of thefe pay- 
ments. The places where pay- 
ments are made upon recalls be- 
ing four, and the fhips books of 
three treafurers being open for pay- 
ment, thefe certificates for the 
month of Auguft laft were twelve ; 
that 
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that of Mr. Ellis contained the pay- 
ments upon three hundred fiity- 
two fhips; that of colonel Barré, 
upon one hundred and ten ; betides 
that of the treafurer in office. Had 
thefe payments been made upon lifts 
of arrears, they would have been 
all made by the treafurer in office, 
and there would have been four re- 
turns only, each containing a fingle 
article, being the amount of all the 
payments upon the lift of arrears at 
that port during that month, and 
potted in the ledger to the account 
of payments on lilts of arrears; fo 
that, inftead of four hundred fixty- 
two feparate articles inferred in the 
returns, entered in the certificates, 
and pofted into the ledger, four en- 
tries only would have been made in 
each, and confequently twelve en- 
tries would have ferved initead of 
thirteen hundred eighty-fix, for 
thefe payments in that month on- 
ly. 

If the fhips books of a treafurer 
may be clofed upon his death or 
refiynation, that which is afligned 
as the principal caufe for the delay 
in making up his accounts 1s re- 
moved: not that this caute is wide 
enough to cover the delay. The 
{iips books are in arrear feven years 
only, but the accounts are in arrear 
above twenty years; and this delay 
reits with the office of the treafur- 
er; for the materials which com- 
pote the accounts of the vear 1702, 
are not complete in the office of the 
auditors of the impreit; the reafon 

iven for it is, a want of officers 
and clerks properly qualified to 
make up the accounts in arrear; for 
which the remedy is obvious. 

‘This examination has enabled us 
to form aa opinion upon another 
yoint of moment to the public, 
‘Che legiflature have, in the laft 
fefion of parliament, introduced 
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into the office of the paymatfter.ne. 
neral of the forces a revulation 
which, as it feems to us, may be 
applied as beneficially to the dffice 
of the treafurer of the navy. The 
cuftody of the cah applicable to 
the navy fervices, may be tranf. 
ferred from the treafurer to the 
Bank of England, and the account 
only of the receipts and payments 
be kept in his office. All the 
fums now received by him may be 
received by the Bank: fums from 
the Exchequer may be impretted to 
the Bank: fums direéte by the 
letters of the different boards to be 
paid to him, may be directed to be 
paid into the Bank : all bills affign- 
ed upon him for payment may be 
paid, and all extra-payments may 
be made by his drafts upon the 
Bank. ‘The payment of the feamen, 
the artificers and labourers in the 
yards, and the perfons in the hof- 
pital fhips, and on the half-pay lifts, 
muit be carried on in the fame man- 
ner itis now: thefe men cannot be 
paid by drafts; they mutt have 
cath; and with that cafh the pa 
clerks mutt be entrufted, as they are 
at prefent, and the treafurer mutt 
continue ta be refpontible for them, 
as for officers of his appointment 
and under his controul; but this 
will be no obftruction to the regula- 
tion, The money may be all iffued 
to the pay clerks by the drafts of 
the treafurer upon the Bank, ac- 
cording to the requilitions of the 
navy-board, in like manner as many 
of thefe fums are iffued at this day; 
and upon the death or refignation 
of a treafurer, the balances of his 
cath in the Bank, and in the hands 
ot his pay-clerks, may be ftruck 
immediately, and carried over tothe 
account of his fucceffur, In this 
fituation the treafurer, neither re- 
ceiving nor paying public money 
himfelf, 
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: can be neiiher debtor to, 
aspen of the public, except 
as far as he may be re{ponfible tor 
his clerks. On pailing his accounts, 
the bill indorfed, or requifition of 
the navy-board, is both his autho- 
ritv ay comcher for his draft. The 
draft indorfed is the voucher for the 
Bank to prove their payment. If 
thefe accounts agree (and they ought 
frequently to be compared together) 
it is highly probable that they are 

right. 
he only remaining fource of de- 
lay, in the accounts of the trea- 
furer of the navy, that has come 
under our obfervation, is the ne- 
ceflity, arifing from the prefent 
courie of the Exchequer, that thefe 
accounts fhould pafs through the 
office of the auditors of the impreft. 

Public accounts ought certainly to 
be fully and accurately examined 
fomewhere. The officer entrufted 
with public money fhould give an 
account what he has done with it ; 
and the public have a right to the 
fatisfaétion of knowing that their 
money has been applied to the pur- 
pofes for which they gave it. — 

The treafurer of the navy is an 
officer merely miniflerial : he nei- 
ther receives nor pays in confe- 
quence of any judgment of his own, 
but as he is directed, or according 
to liits prepared for him, and rules 
prefcribed him; and therefore to 
pals his accounts, is no mote than 
to fee that he has an authority, and 
a correct voucher, for every pay- 
ment he claims to be allowed. 

Welearn from the information of 
George Marth, efq. one of the com- 
miflioners of the navy ; and from 
Jonas Hanway, efq. one of the com- 
miffioners of the victualling; and 
from Mr. Nathan Crow, chiet clerk 
tothe commiffioners of fick and hurt, 
that the commiffioners of each office 


are entrufted with the power of mak- 
1783. 
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ing all contracts, whether for the 
purchafe of ftores or materials, of 
for the performance of fervices in 
their feveral departments; that cer- 
tain officers are appointed or officie 
ally bound to fuperintend the exe- 
cution of the contracts; and no 
payment is direéted to be made but 
upon the certificate or teftimony, 
in fome fhape or other, of thefe 
officers that the contraéts have been 
executed to the amount of the de- 
mand with honefty and fidelity, and 
according to the terms and condi- 
tions of the engagement. Certain 
Officers of thefe boards, in their 
refpective departments, compare the 
bills with the terms of the con- 
tracts, and examine the computa- 
tions and caftings. The commif- 
fioners, relying upon their aceuracy 
and fidelity, affign the bill fo ex- 
amined upon the treafurer for pay- 
ment. The treafurer, before he 
tranfmits his account or ledger to 
the auditors of the impreft, fends 
the feveral parts of it to different 
branches of the navy, victualling, 
and fick and hurt offices, with the 
vouchers: the ofticers, whofe buf. 
nefs it is, in thefe departments, 
compare the articles in the ledger 
with their correfpondent vouchers, 
and with the entries in their books 
of office; this examination war- 
rants the fubfeription of the com- 
miffioners of the navy to the ledger 
entries. The auditor compares 
the abftraét with the particular 
items that compofe it; he recafts 
and recomputes the compound arti- 
cles, and makes fome altetution in 
the arrangement of others. 

From this ftate of the progrefé 
of thefe accounts, it feems to us 
that the accounts of the treafurer 
of the navy are in fa& not audited 
by the auditor of the impreft, but 
by the commiffioners of the navy. 

To the commifoners of the fe- 
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veral boards is committed the im- 
portant truft of making and de- 
ciding upon the execution of all 
contracts, ‘They are the fole judges 
of the slicks Prat} of the terms, 
and of the fidelity with which they 
ate fulfilled; they direct the pay- 
ments or fums to be pea on 
account, confequent to the com- 
plete or part performance of the 
contracts. Hence they are the ul- 
timate judges of the ground and 
confideration of every payment. 
Thefe powers mutt be entrufted 
fomewhere without appeal; and 
where, to all appearance, fo pro- 
perly as with the prefiding offcers 
of the feveral rene fubject to the 
fuperintending eye of parliament. 

Of this materia branch of an 
audit, the auditor of the impreitts 
has no cogntzance. From the na- 
ture and conttitution of his office, 
he is not competent to examine in- 
to the grounds of thele payments ; 
or, if he could examine, can he be 
qualified to decide upon the pro- 
priety of them? Neither docs he 
fee any vouchers (except for the 
tew extra payments:) he relies up- 
on the teitlimony of the commif- 
tioners of the navy (a teltimony he 
8 bound not to call in quettion) 
thatthey exit, and warrant the en- 
tries: he does no more, in tact, 
than what has been previoutly, and 
to all appearance fufhgientiy, done 
«© his hands m the navy-ofhice, 
except the difpofing of certain ar- 
ticles in different omer; whieh, as 
far as it is ufeful, may ecafily be 
adopted in the office of the trea- 
furer ; where they are now profiting 
by his examplein the arrangement 
of the infupers. Errors may cer- 
ciinly efeape the navy and other of- 
ficers. ‘The auditor difeovered an 
érror in the account of the year 
17¢9, of a double charge of civhty- 
feven pourds ten Mulliays: and, 

. 
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extend the chain of re-examination 
to any given length, the pothibiliry 
of error muft exift in the lat link, 
The auditor himfelf is not perfect - 
errors Tt his accounts have been dif. 
covered m the pipe office, and cor. 
vected by him. 

Since, then, the accounts of the 
treafurer of the navy are, in effect, 
paffed, and with fuflicient care and 
accuracy, In the offices to which 
they feverally relate, and the mot 
important parts of the examination 
are intrufted to thofe officers with- 
out control, it feems reafonable to 
fuppofe the computations and caf: 
mys, generally the  bufinefs of 
clerks im office, may, with equal 
fatety, be finally committed to the 
fame decition. 

We are therefore of opinion, thar 
audiung the aceounts of the trea 
furer of the navy, in the office of 
the auditors of the impreft, is un- 
veceflary, and may be difpenfed 
with; that the proceedings of that 
office apon the accounts of the trea- 
furers now before them fhould ceafe, 
aad the matermls relative thereto 
be returned to the office of the 
treafurer, and that the auditors 
fhould be relieved and difcharged 
from all attention to them for the 
rurure. 

Pailing public accounts without 
the intervention of the auditors of 
the imprett, is no novelty in the 
Exchequer, Thortnas Rumfey, elq: 
depury auditor of the excile, in 
formed us of the manner in which 
the accounts of the dutics under 
the manageinent of the commiffioners 
of excife are pafled. Theie com 
miffioners ure all jointly account- 
able for the fums received and paid 
by them on acvount of the excife, 
and other duties committed to shert 
truft: they do not pafs their ae 
counts in the office of the auditors 


of the anpredi, but in that of the 
auditor 
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guditor of the excife ; an office in- 
(ituted for that fpecial purpote. 
The accounts they pats every year, 
are fixteen cafh accounts, and fe- 
venteen general accounts. All ex- 
cept the malt are made up to the 
ch of July. Each cafh account 
contains the account of the weekly 
receipts and payments of the com- 
miffioners themfelves only, relative 
to one or more duties. It is made 
out by the accountant general Te 
whofe department thofe duties are, 
After examination, it is fworn to by 
all the commiffioners, betore the 
curfitor baron of the Exchequer, 
about the May following; atter 
which, it is delivered to the auditor 
of excife, with all the vouchevs : 
he examines them, and reduces the 
account into the official form of the 
Exchequer: he makes out two 
parts, one on parchment, the other 
on paper, as is done in the ofhice 
of the auditors of the imprelt, 
Befides thefe cafli accounts, the 
general accounts are likewife made 
up every year by the accountants 
general to the fame period. Thete 
general accounts are more compre- 
henfive than the cath accounts. 
They contain all the recespts and 
payments ot each particular duty by 
every collector throughout the king- 
dom, and at the office in London: 
they are figned by the ref{pective ac- 
countants general, and delivered to 
the auditor with the vouchers. He 
examines and reduces them into the 
hike official forms, and makes out fi- 
milar parts of them. They are not 
fwornto by any one. Both the cath 
and general accounts are figned by 
the deputy auditor of excife, declared 
every year, ufually in June or July, 
before the chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, and figned by him and 
two lords of the treafury ; after 
Which, the auditor delivers the 


parts on parchment to the king's 
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remembrancer, and retains the de. 
clarations in his own office. The 
total charge upon the commiffioners 
of excife for the year 1778, was 
feven millions four hundred feven. 
ty-nine thouland fix hundred and 
thirteen pounds ; the total difcharge 
was five millions fix hundred fifty- 
fix thoufand eight hundred twenty- 
nine pounds. 

We find likewifle, from the ex- 
amination of Mr. James Roulands, 
firtt clerk in the office of James 
Weft, efq. one of the auditors of 
the land revenue, that the accoynts 
of the receivers general of the land 
fax, window tax, and of feveral 
other dutics, are not pafled in the 
oftice of the auditors of the imprest, 
but in the office where he is em- 
ployed. 

Since, then, the courfe of the 
Exchequer does not render it abfa- 
lutely neceffary that all public ac- 
couats fhould be patled in the office 
of the auditors of the impreft, we 
fee no reafon why the navy ac- 
counts may not proceed in the 
like train with thofe of the excife, 
Of thefe duties the commiflioners 
themielves are the accountants; 
and therefore a diftin office is ap- 
pointed for the paffing them; but 
Inthe navy, thetreafurer being the 
accountant, and neither appointed 
by, nor fubject to, the commif- 
fioners, his accounts may, without 
danger of collution, be completely, 
as they are now in by far the moft 
maternal part, pafled by the com- 
miffoners of the navy; they may 
be reduced into the Exchequer 
form in the treafurer’s office, adopt- 
ing from the auditor his arrange- 
ment of the articles, and may be 
puffed through the Exchequer ot 
fices. 

AN thefe public accounts, in 
whatever office pafled, are drawn 
vp inthe official form of the Ex- 
(O 2) chequer 
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chequer ; and after declaration, the 
parton parchment paffes through 
the three feveral offices ot the 
hing’s remembrancer, the lord trea- 
furer’s remembrancer, and the pipe. 
We endeavoured to learn, from 
the officers employed in thefe de- 
partments, to what purpofe thefe 
accounts were pafjed through fo 
many othces, 

Adam Matin, efq. the firft clerk 
in the office of the king’s remem- 
brancer, and john Perrot, efq. tirft 
fecondary in the office of the lord 
treafurer’s remembrancer, and Mr. 
Peter Sykes, deputy to the firit {e- 
condary in the pipe-ottce, informs 
us, that a ftate or abitract of every 
public account, after it is patled, 
is inrolled in thefe offices, and in 
the two firft the infupers are inrol- 
led verbatim; but in the lait, the 
grofs fum only, fet infuper, is en- 
tered upon the roll without the 
names, unlefs where there are but 
few of them. ‘This inrollment is 
the record ot the account in each 
offi4e; and, in the office of the 
king’s remembrancer, warrants the 
procefs that iflues againit the ac- 
countant, whether it be the ordinary 
procets of difiringas ad compntan- 
dam, or the {pecial procefs of ca- 
pias ad computandum, or any procets 
for recovering a debt due to the 
crown. No general procels can if- 
fue from this office, unlefs tounded 
on matter of record in the office: 
but, in the twoother offices, the in- 
yollinent feems to be of noule; no 
procets iffues from either of them, 
in confequence of, or grounded on 
thatrecord. ‘The long writ, which 
is the procefs that iffues out of the 
office of the lord treafurer’s remem- 
brancer, 1s grounded upon the ni- 
chil record tranimitted tothem from 
the pipe-omee. 

On the roll of foreign accounts 
jo the pipe-ofice, which contains 
the abftradts of all the public ac- 


counts, no procefs whatever iffues, 
The words, either * Quietus og 
or ** He is quit,” are written at the 
bottom of every abftract upon the 
roll, and a copy is delivered to the 
accountant, which is his quictus, 

Public accounts, or abitraés of 
them, ought to be inrolled, and 
the records of them preferved jn 
foine office or other: but inrolling 
them in three different branches of 
an office, feems to be more than js 
neceflary. In that of the king’s 
remembrancer it © is neceflary, as 
the ground for the procefs; and 
that inrollment anfwers all the pur- 
potes of a record; it may be con- 
fulted for information, or it ma 
be produced, if wanted, in evi. 
dence, The other two feem utter- 
ly ufelefs, and may, therefore, be 
difpenfed with, and the fees faved 
to the public. ‘The tees paid to the 
pipe tor the quictus upon Mr, 
Grenville’s account for the vear 
1759, were eighty-one pounds ten 
fhillings. The account itfelf being 
lodged in this office, a very thort 
abitra&, with the quictus fubferibed, 
may be delivered to the accountant 
as his final difcharge. 

An account in the Exchequer 
form is in Englith, but contains 
fome Latin terms. The impreii- 
rollis all written in an abridge- 
ment of the Latin language. The 
fums in both are exprefled in charac- 
ters that are, in general, corruptions 
of the old text, and are in ute no 
where, that we can find, but in the 
Exchequer ; characters very liable 
to miftakes, inconvenient and trou- 
blefome even to the officers them- 
felves: the fums fo exprefied can- 
not be catt up. Mott of the ac- 
counts in the Exchequer are made 
up twice; firft in common figures 
that they may be added together 5 
and then turned into Latin, and 
the fums entered in the Exchequer 
fivures: and that the high numbers 

in 














+a declared account may be under- 

ftood, they are written in common 

foures under the characters. They 

are defective, having no characters 

to exprefs high numbers, as mil- 

lions; they are unintelligible to the 

rfons either receiving, or having 
other money tranfactions at the Ex. 
ver, 

OTe a&t of the 4th of his late ma- 

jelly, chapter 26th, “© To remedy 

the mifchiefs arifing from proceed- 
ings in courts of juttice being in an 
unknown language, and in a cha- 
rafter not legible to any but perfons 
practifing the law,” directs that all 
{uch proceedings fhall be in the 
Englilh language, and written in a 
common legible hand and charaéter, 
and in ale at length, and not ab- 
breviated. This a¢t is declared, by 
the fixth of the fame king, chapter 
6th, not to extend to the court of 
the receipt of his majefty’s Exche- 
quer; but that their officers fhall 
carry on the bufinefs according to 
the ufual forms and practice. No 
reafon is {tated in the aét, or appears 
to us, for this exemption; and 
therefore we are at liberty, without 
the imputation of impeaching the 
wildom of thofe times, to fay, that 
the many inconveniencies attending 
this practice, call for the extenfion 
of the act of the fourth of George 
the Second, to the court of the re- 
ceipt of his majefty’s Exchequer. 
It does nor feem reafonable, that 
this thould be the only court whofe 
proceedings are to remain involved 
in myftery and obfcurity. 

Simplicity, uniformity, and per- 
fpicuity, are qualities of excellence 
mM every account, both public and 
private; and accounts of public 
money as they concern all, fhould 
be intelligible to all: nor is this 


learning in dancer of being lott; 
the bent of the antiquarian, and 
the intereftot the keeper of records, 
Will preferve it, 
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The ufe of the Englith langu 
and of the common figures my 

will fave the time and trouble of 

the officers; a confideration of 

weight, in an office where, at this 

time, the receipt and iflue is of a- 

bove thirty millions each in the 

year. 

As fuggefting means for contraét- 
ing the public expences is one great 
end of our inftitution, to which 
every act exprefsly points our at- 
tention, we enquired what faving 
would accrue to the public from this 
exemption of the accounts of the 
treafurer of the navy, from the ju- 
rifdiction of the auditors of the im- 
preft: to this end, we required from 
that office a lift of the expences at- 
tending the pafling the account of 
the year 1759, which had been 
under our confideration. 

The lit tranfmitted to us, con- 
tains fees to the amount of one 
thoufand two hundred feventy-eight 
pounds four fhillings and two pence ; 
of which the fum paid in the office 
of the auditor is one thoufand and 
ninety-one pounds nine fhillings and 
fix pence. ‘The auditor himfelf 
has a fee of one hundred pounds a 
year; and at the rate of twenty 
pounds for every hundred thoufand 
pounds contained inthe charge, de- 
ducting the balance in the preced- 
ing account Hence, if thefe ac- 
counts are immediately withdrawn 
from the auditor, the faving will 
be, in his fees alone (omitting thofe 
to the deputy and clerks) one hun- 
dred pounds for every year fince 

1761; that is, two thoufand one 
hundred pounds ; and twenty pounds 
for every hundred thoufand pounds, 
on above feventy millions, which 
are yet to pais his office (exclufive 
of what the voluntary charges of 
the treafurers may amount to in 
thofe years) that is, together, up- 
wards of fixteen thoufand pounds, 
dedudting a reafonable compenfa- 
tion 
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tion for the trouble they have had 
in examining thofe parts of the ac- 
counts of the years fubfequent to 
the year 1761, which have been 
delivered into the office. The an- 
nual faving for the future will de- 
pend upon the navy eftablifiment 
of the year. 

‘Thus have we endeavoured, by 
faggeiting fuch regulations as ap- 
pear ta us beft calculated for the 
purpoic, to remove the caufes of 
delay that have hitherto retarded 
the accounts of the treafurer of the 
navy. 

The benefits intended to refult 
from them are—to fecure the pub- 
lic money from milufe;—to re- 
duce the outitanding balances for 
the navy fervices;—to enable the 
treafurer to end his bufineis with 
his office, and to pafs his accounts 
with greater facility and expedition ; 
and, fhou!d he retire in difgutt, to 
deprive him of the power of dif- 
turbing the pay of the navy, by a 
refufal to carry on the payment of 
the flips ;—and finally, to further 
the plan of ceconomy, by lopping 
off {ome branches of expence. 

The annual faving propofed by 
the regulation does not appear very 
confiderable ; when compared with 
the fupply of the vear, 1t vanifhes; 
but fuch is the ftate of the public fi- 
nances, that favings comparatively 
minute are not to be neglected : to re- 
duce an enormous public debt, in- 
difpenfably requires a fyitem of ge- 
neral acconomy ; an @conomy co-ex- 
tenfive with the receipt and expendi - 
ture of the public revenve, and that 
pervades every branch of both ; and, 
though the favings iheach branch 
feparatcly confidered, may, to minds 
accuftomed to the contemplation of 
millions, appear bencath attention, 
get of fuch favings is compofed an 
aggregate, that grows to an objet, 
aod conftitutes the fund for redemp- 
tw10n. 
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Powerful and effectual may he 
the operation of a principal a 
verfally diffufed, and tteadily ad. 
hered to; and upon fuch an O/X- 
ration only depends the character 
of national jutlice, the fupport of 
national credit, and the prete; vation 
of the public welfare, 

Every retorm mutt proceed by 
degrees ; it {preads wider and faj- 
ter, Im proportion as regulations are 
formed, adopted, and carried intg 
execuuion. ‘The exigency of the 
times demands that every regulation 
it approved, fhould, as foon 2 
it is tormed, be applied to its pro 
per ovject, that a ttop may be put, 
as foon as pollible, to every unne- 
ceflary and improper expence. The 
weight ot debt prefies; and procraf- 
tination both increafes the preffure, 
and more and more embarratles the 
means of relief: and, for this reafon, 
we have thought it incumbent up- 
on us not to defer our report until 
we had proceeded further in the in- 
vettigation of the office of the au- 
ditors of the imprett ; but to fub- 
mit to the wifdom of parliament 
the regulations that have thus far 
occurred to us, applicable to the 
office of the treafurer of the navy, 
tothe end, that no advantage what- 
foever, that can be derived from the 
execution of the important truit re- 
poied in us by the legiflature, may, 
by our neglect or delay, be with- 
held, for one moment, from the 
public. 


T. ANGUISH. (L. $.) 
A. PIGGOT. (L. S.) 
RICHD. NEAVE. __ (L-S.) 
SAM. BEACHCROFT. (L. 5:) 
GEO. DRUMMOND. (L-9:) 


Ofice of A. “counts, 
Surry Street, 
"s , 2) 
December 20th, 1782. 
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CHARACTER of SYLLA, 


(From the‘Firit Volume of Dr. FerGuson’s Hittory of the Progrefs and 
Termination of the Roman Republic. ] 


“ HIS refignation throws a 
new light on the character 
of Sylla, and leads to a favourable 
contruction of fome of the mott 
exceptionabic parts of his conduct. 
When, with the help of the com- 
ment it affords, we look back to the 
eftablifhments he made while in 
power, they appear not to be the 
acts of a determined ufurper, but 
to be fitted for a republican govern- 
ment, and for the reftoration of that 
order which the violence and cor- 
ruption of the times had fufpended. 
“ That he was actuated by a vio- 
lent refentment of perfonal wrongs, 
cannot be queftioned; but it is like- 
wife evident that he felt on proper 
occafions for the honour and preter- 
vation of his country, inthe nobleft 
fenfe of thefe words. In his firft 
attack of the city with a military 
force, his actions fhowed, that he 
meant to refcue the republic from 
the ufurpations of Marius, not to 
ufurp the government himfelf. 
When he returned into Italy from 
the Mithridatic war, the ftate of 
partics already engaged in hoftili- 
ties, and the violence done to the 
republic by thofe who pretended to 
Severn it, will abundantly juftify 


his having had recourfe to arms. 
For the maffacre which followed, 
it may be fhocking to fuppofe that 
the evils of human life can require 
fuch a remedy: but the cafe was 
fingular, expofed to diforders which 
required violent remedies, beyond 
what is known in the hiftory of man- 
kind. A populous city, the capital 
of a large country, whofe inhabi- 
tants {till pretended to aét in a col- 
lective body, of whom every mem- 
ber would be a matter, none would 
be a fubject, become the joint fo- 
vereigns of many provinces, ready 
to fpurn at all the inftitutions which 
were provided for the purpofes of 
overnment over themfelves, and at 
all the principles of juftice ‘and or- 
der which were required to regulate 
this government of others: where 
the gangrene fpread in fuch a body, 
it was likely to require the amputa- 
tion-knife. Men rufhed into crimes 
in numerous bodies, or were led in 
powerful factions to {fpecies of 


evil which fuited their demagogues. 
Whatever may have been Sylla’s 
choice among the inftruments of re- 
formation and cure, it is likely that 
the {word alone was that on which 
he could rely ; and he ufed it like a 
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perfon anxious to effeét its purpofe, 
not to recommend -his art to thofe 
on whom it was to be practifed. 

** In his capacity of a political re- 
former, he had tq work an the dregs 
ot a corrupted republic ; and al- 
though the effect fell fhort of what 
is atcribed to fabulous legiflators 
and founders of tlates, yet to none 
ever were afcribed more tokens of 
magnanimity and greatneis of mind. 
He was fuperior to the reputation 
even of his own fplendid actions ; 
and, trom fimplicity or difdain, 
mixed perhaps with fuper‘ition, not 
from affected modeily, attributed his 
fuccefs tothe effects of his good for- 
tune and to the favour of the gods. 
While he beitowed on Pompey the 
title of Great, he himfelf was con- 
tent with that of Fortunate. He 
was a man of letters, and pafled the 
ealy part of his lite in a mixiure of 
diffipation and tludy. Ee wrote his 
own memoirs, or a journal of his 
life, often quoted by Plutarch, and 
continued it to within a few days of 
his death. A work poffibly of little 
elegance, and even taunted, as we 
are told, with fuperttition ; but 
more curious furely than many vo- 
lumes correéted by the labours of 
retired fludy. 

“When tired of his youthful 
amufements, he fued tor the ho- 
pours of the flate; but with fo lit- 
tle appearance of any jealous or im- 
patient ambition, that, it he bad 
not been impelled by provocations 
into the violent courfe he purfued, 
it is probable that he would have 
been contented with the ufual ca- 
recr of a profperous fenator; would 
have difGained to encroach on the 
yights of his fellow-citizens, as much 
as he refented the encroachinents 
that were made on his own; and 
pever would have been heard of but 
onthe rolls ot the confuls, and tn 
the record of his wiumphs, But 


fortune deftined him for a part fitf 
more confpicuous, and in which ig 
may be though, that, althouch 
none ever lets itudied the unnecefs 
{ary appearances of humanity of a 
icrupulous morality, none ever more 
eflentially ferved the perfons with 
whom he was conne¢ied, 

“6 With refpect to fuch a perfon- 
age, circumitances of a trivial nature 
become fubjects of attention. Hig 
hair and eyes, it is faid, were of a 
light colour, his complexion fuir, 
and his countenance blotched. He 
was, by the moft probable accounts, 
four years old at the time of the fe. 
dition of Tiberius Gracchus, and 
feventcen at the death of Caiys 
Gracchus; fo that he might have 
perceived at this date the effect of 
tribunitian feditions, and taken the 
inpreflions from which he ated a- 
gainft them. He ferved the office 
ot queftor under Marius in Atrica 
at thirty-one; was conful for the 
firit time at forty-nine or Atty; was 
dictator at fitty-lix; religned when 
turned of fifty-eight; and died yet 
under fixty, in the year which fol- 
lowed that of his refignation. 

‘* There remained in the city, at 
his death, a numerous body of new 
citizens who bore his name: in the 
country a itill more numerous body 
of veteran officers and foldiers, who 
held eitates by his oft: numbers 
throughout the empire, who owed 
their fafety to his protection, and 
who afcribed the exittence of the 
commanwealth itfelt to the exertions 
of his great ability and courage: 
numbers who, although they were 
offended with the fevere exercife of 
his power, yet admired the mags 
navimity of his refignation, 

‘© When he was no longer an ob- 
jeét of flaitery, his corpfe was car 
ried in procetfion through Italy at 
the public expence. The falcesy 
and every other enfign af honour, 

woe 
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were rettored to the dead. Above 
two thoufand golden crowns were 
fabricated in hatte, by order of the 
towns and provinces he had pro- 
tected, or of the private perfons he 
had preferved, to teflity their ve- 
neration for his memory. Roman 
matrons, Whom it might be expect- 
ed his crucltics would have affected 
with horror, loft every other fenti- 
ment in that of admiration, crowd- 
ed to his funeral, and heaped the 
pile with perfumes. His obfequies 
were performed in the Campus 
Martius. The tomb was marked by 
his own directions with the fol- 
lowing characteriftical infcription : 
“Here lies Sylla, who never was 
outdone in good offices by his triend, 
nor in acts of hoitility by his ene- 
my.” His merit or demerit in the 
principal tranfactions of his lite may 
be varioutly eitimated. His having 


[s3 


flain fo many citizens in cold blood; 
and without any form of law, if we 
imagine them to have beeninnocent, 
or it we conceive the republic td 
have been ina itate to allow them a 
trial, muit be confidered as mon- 
ftrous or criminal in the higheft des 
gree: but if none of thefe fuppofi- 
tions were juft, if they were guilty 
of the greatelt crimes, and were 
themfelves the authors of that law- 
lefs {tate to which their country was 
reduced, his having faved the re- 
public from the hands of fucls 
ruffians, and purged it of the vileit 
dreg that ever threatened to poifon 
afree ftate, may be confidered as 
meritorious. ‘lo fatisfy himfelf, 
who was neither folicitous of praife 
nor dreaded cenfure, the ftrong im- 
pulfe of his own mind, guided by 
indignation and the fenfe of necet- 
fity, was probably fufficient.” 











DEATH and CHARACTER of CATO, 


[From the Second Volume of the fame Work.] 


“ T Utica were affembled, 
from every part of the em- 

pire, all who were obnoxious to 
Cafar, or who, from a zeal for 
the republic, had refufed to fubmit 
to his power. On the third day 
after the battle, towards night, a 
ye who had efcaped from the 
Id of battle coming to Utica, this 
unhappy convention of citizens 
was ftruck with the greateft alarm. 
Under the effeéts of their contfter- 
hation, they met in the ftreets, 
tanto the gates, and again return- 
ed to their habitations. They crowd- 
ed together in the public places, 
and feparated by turns, and paffed 
the night in ‘extreme confufion. 
ato reprefented to them, that the 





accounts they received might be ex 
ageerated, and endeavoured to com- 
pofe their fears. As foon as it Ho 
day he called them together, ari 

laid before them the ftate of the 
place, of the works, military {tores, 
provifions, arms, and number of 
men; and having commended the 
zeal, which they had hitherto fhowh 
in defence of the republic, exhorted 
them now to make the proper ufe of 
the means they {till had of defending 
themfelves, or at leaft of making 
their peace in a body: declared, 
thatif they were inclined to fubmit 
to the victor, he fhould impute their 
conduct to neceflity; but if they 
were determined to refift, he thould 
teferve his fword for the laft {take of 
A 3 thé 
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the republic, and fhare with them 
in the confequences of a refolution, 
which he fhould love and admire. 
He contended, that they were now 
to confider themfelves as affembled, 
not in Utica, but Rome; ** That 
the force of the republic was yet 
great, and might fill, as on former 
occafions, rife again from its ruins; 
thatthe forces of Cafar muft ftill 
be diftracted or feparate, to make 
head againft enemies who were ap- 
pearing in different parts of the em- 
pire; that in Spain his own army 
had deferted from him, and the 
whole province had declared for the 
fons of Pompey; that Rome, the 
head of the commonwealth, was yet 
erect, and would not bend under 
the yoke of atyrant; that his ene- 
mies were multiplying while he 
fecmed to deftroy them; that his 
own example fhould inftrué them ; 
or rather, that the courage which 
he exerted in the paths of guilt and 
of infamy, fhould animate thofe 
who were about, either to die with 
honour, or to fecure for their coun- 
try bletfings in which they them- 
delves were to fhare.”? At this af- 
fembly a refolution was accordingly 
taken to defend the city of Utica, 
and numbers of flaves, who were fet 
free by their matters for this pur- 
pofe, were armed and inrolled. But 
it foon appeared, that the affembly 
confiited ot perfons unable to perfiit 
in this refolution, and who were 
preparing feparately to merit the 
tavour of the conqueror by an entire 
and early fubmiflion. ‘They foon 
made a general profeffion of this de- 
fign, expreffed their veneration of 
Cato; but confefled, that they were 
not qualified to act with him in fo 
arduous a feene; affured him, that 
it they were permitted to fend a mef- 
fage to Cxfar, the firft object of it 
fliould be to intercede for his fafety ; 
and that, if they could not obtaiz 
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it, they fhould accept of no quarter 
for themfelves. Catono longer o 
pofed their intentions; but fait, 
that he himfelf muft not be includ. 
ed in their treaty ; that he knew not 
of any right Crefar had to difpofe of 
his perfon ; that what had hitherto 
happened in the war only ferved to 
convict Cefar of defigns which were 
often imputed to him, and which 
he always denied. He will now, at 
leaft, own, he faid, that his op. 
ponents had reafon for all the fuf. 
picions they fuggefted againft him, 
‘6 While matters were in this 
ftate, a party of Scipio’s horfe, 
which had efcaped from the field of 
battle, appeared at the gates of the 
town, and were with difficulty, by 
Cato’s intreaties, hindered from put- 
ting every Roman, who offered to 
fubmit to Czfar, as well as the in- 
habitants of the place, tothe fword. 
Being diverted from this att of vio- 
lence, and furnifhed with fome money 
for their immediate fubfiftence, they 
continued their retreat. Mott of the 
fenators who were prefent, took 
fhipping, and efcaped. Lucius C2- 
far undertook to carry to his kinf- 
man a petition from fuch of the Ro- 
man citizens as remained ; and faid 
to Cato, at parting, that he would 
gladly fall at the victor’s feet to 
make /is peace. To which Cato 
anfwered, ** If I were difpofed to 
make my peace with Cefar, I fhould 
repair to him in perfon ; but I have 
done him no wrong, I am not an 
obicét of his pardon, and fhall not 
requeft what it were infolence in 
him to offer me as a favour.” He, 
however, on this occafion, obferved 
to his own fon, that it would not 
become him to leave his father. 
‘6 At a fit time, he faid, you will 
put yourfelf on the victor’s mercy, 
but do not take part in public at- 
fairs; the times do not afford a fae 


tion in which it would be proper s 
yo 














you to at.” And why, faid the 
oung man, will you not take the 
toch of the victor’s clemency for 
ourfelf, as well as for me?” «I 
was born to freedom, he faid, and 
cannot, in my old age, be reconcil- 
ed to fervitude. For you thefe 
times were deftined ; and it may be- 
come you to fubmit to your fate.” 
Having paffed the day in aiding his 
friends to procure the means of téeir 
efcape, he went to the bath, and 
fupped as ufual, without any marks 
of Teedtion or affectation of eafe; 
and being retired to his chamber, 
after fome time which he employed 
in reading, he killed himfelf. His 
attendants, upon hearing a noife 
which alarmed them, burft open the 
door, and would have dreffed the 
wound, but he tore it up with his 
hand, and expired in making this 
effort. Every one, through the 
day, had been anxious to know what 
was the defign which Cato covered 
under the appearance of fo much con- 
cern for others, ahd of fo little care 
for himfelf. On the firft report of 
his death, multitudes crowded to 
the door of his quarters, and gave 
the moft unfeigned demonttrations of 
dejetion and forrow. The colony 
of Utica, though originally hottile 
to his caufe, and {till in the intereft 
of Cefar, ordered a public funeral, 
and erected his ftatue in the place of 
Interment, 
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** Cato died in the vigour of life, 
under fifty : he was naturally warm 
and affectionate in his temper; com- 
prehenfive, impartial, and ftrong] 
pofleffed with the love of seskinds 
But, in his conduct, probably be- 
came independent of paflion of any 
fort, and chofe what was juft on its 
own account. He protefled to be- 
lieve, with the fect whofe tencts he 
embraced, that it might or might 
not, in particular circumftances, be 
expedient for a man to preferve or 
lay down his life; but that, while 
he kept it, the only good or evil 
competent to him contifted in the 
part which he took, as a friend or 
an enemy to mankind. He had 
long forefeen the dangers to which 
the republic was expofed, and de- 
termined to live only while he could 
counteract the defigns that were 
formed againft it. ‘The leader of 
the fuccefsful party thought pro- 
per to.apologize for himfelf, by 
decrying the virtues of Cato; 
but the bulk of mankind, in his 
own and fubfequent ages, were 
equally pleafed to extol them ; 
and he is a rare example of me- 
rit, which received its praife even 
amidit the adulation that was paid 
to his enemies; and was thoughr, 
by the impartial, equally above 
the reach of conimendation or cen- 
fure.” 





CHARACTER 


of AUGUSTUS. 


[From the Third Volume of the faid Work. ] 


te . . . 
HE civil wars for fore time 


retarded the progrefs of 
letters; but when brought to an 
end, left the public in poffeffion of 


the bias it had received, Odtavius 


him{elf haying, in his youth, re- 





ceived this bias, was probably in 
his patronage of the learned, more 
led by inclination, and lefs by mere 
policy, than he was in other parts 
of the conduét with which he gain- 
ed the favourable opinion of the 

A - world, 





































































































































































































































(3) CHARACTER 


world. He loved correctnefs and 
accuracy in all his coipofitions, and 
never delivered his mind on any fe- 
rious matter, even in his own fa- 
mily, without memorials or written 
notes, 

‘¢ Although the effects of this 
teign, thercfore, in many of the 
particulars we have mentioned, were 
the fequel of mere peace, and of 
the refpite which the world began to 
enjoy trom the diforders with which 
it had been lately atliiéted, much 
likewife may be afcribed to the per- 
fonal character of the prince. Af- 
ter the fecure eftablifiment of his 
power, his government began to be 
diftinguifhed by appearances of mo- 
deration and juttice, fupported in 
this part of his life with a regular 
and ordinary tenor, which does not 
Warrant any doubt of his fincerity, 
or any fufpicion of an intention to 
impofe upon the world, fome pur- 
pote different from that which he 

rotefled to have in view. 

** In his character of legiflator, 
he generally fubmitted his intended 
atts to public infpection, encouraged 
perfons of every defcription to offer 
amendments, and fometimes adopt- 
ed thofe which were offered to him. 
In the exercife of the executive 
power, he took the affiftance of a 
chofen council, with whom he de- 
liberated on the ordinary meafures 
of ftate. In accepting of the ho- 
nours which were offered to him, he 
checked initances of extreme fervi- 
lity, and acquitted himfelf with 
great liberality or moderation in the 
ufe of the powers, which the flat- 
tery of dying perfons frequently 
gave him over their families and 
eitates. He became the guardian, 
rather than the cohcir, of the or- 
phans, with whom he was joined in 
the fathers will, Some he put in 
the immediate poffeffion of the whole 
mhesitance; others, while under 


of AUGUSTUS. 


age, he treated as his wards 
brought up with every advantage to 
the enjoyment of their fortunes 
which they often received with con. 
fiderable additions, made eit} 
his care or by his bounty, 

‘© But what is of all other Cire 
cumftances mott peculiarly charac. 
teriftic of this reign, was the jude. 
ment and addrefs with which the 
emperor reprefied the licence of the 
military, to whom he owed his own 
elevation ; the artful policy by 
which he affected to rettore fome 
fragments of the civil government 
that he himfelf had broken down; 
and the caution with which he re- 
tained the character and _ profeifion 
of a civil magiftrate and of a citizen, 
while he governed as matter. Join. 
ed to thefe, we may reckon the able 
choice which he imade of officers fit 
to be trufted in the different depart. 
ments of the public fervice; the 
conftancy with which he perfevered 
in employing them, and the libera- 
lity with which he made them feel 
that the profperity of his fortunes 
was their own. While he gave thefe 
indications of a great mind, and 
poffeffed thefe powerful fupports of 
a profperous lite, he difpenfed with 
much of the flattery that is paid to 
princes, and in converfation encou- 
raved the manners of a free and 
equal fociety. : 

‘© How then are we to decide 
upon his character, marked by ap- 
pearances of perfidy, cruelty, and 
even of cowardice in fome parts of 
his life, diftinguifhed by modera- 
tion, clemency, and fteadinets in 
other parts of it? Are we to tup- 
pofe what the emperor Julian inh 
nuates, that Octavius received m 
the later period of his lite new 
lights, was become a new man, and 
that, by the leffons of Zeno, a 
an earlier period, this cameloee 
might have fixed his colour, ner 
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heen from the firft, what he appear- 
ed to be in the latt {tate ot his for- 
tunes, a real friend to mankind ? 
The authority of Julian, no doubt, 
is highly refpectable ;_ but if a per- 
fon in youth carry the marks of a 
bad difpotition, and deliberately 
commit atrocious actions when his 
intereft required them, we are fuil 
warranted to quettion the fincerity 
of Itis converfion, though, in a dif- 
ferent ftate of his intereft, even 
the whole tenor of his life fhould 
change. 

‘«¢ Octavius does not appear to 
have had from nature, in any high 
degree, thofe difpofitions to bene- 
yolence or malice which are the 
great diftinguishing principles of 
virtue and vice. He feems to have 
been indifferent to mankind; but 
defirous of confideration and power, 
as objects of intereft to himfelf. 
His ruling paifion was a defire -to 
reign. In his way to this end, he 
committed many crimes; but hav- 
ing once effected his purpofe, he 
had no other criminal difpofitions to 
gutify: or, atter he was fovereign, 
ftanding in awe of a free {pirit 
which he durit not infult, he, either 
from inclination or policy, and 
probably in part from both, pre- 
ferred, as it is furprifing that every 
one elfe does not prefer, the proper 
ufe of his power to the abufe of 
it. 

‘‘ Upon this principle, in a life 
fo varied as that of O@avius, ap- 
pearances of cruelty and of clemen- 
cy, of caution and of enterprife, of 
violence and of moderation, may 
have equally found a place in the 
courte of his a¢tions. And in his 
Perton, we may read the fame cha- 
racter of ambitious defign, when he 
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affected to join the fenate in reftor- 
ing the republic, or when he figned 
a warrant for the murder of thofe 
who were inclined to fupport that 
form of government; when he 
courted the protection of Cicero a- 
gainft Antony, or when he facti- 
ficed the life of Cicero to the refent~ 
ments of his enemy ; when he made 
or broke off his treaties of marriage, 
and fought for aids to his ambition, 
even in the choice of his licentious 
amours; when he pardoned, and 
when he executed thofe who were 
detected in defigns againft his own 
life. 

‘© If we ftate ourfelves therefore 
as judges on the folemn appeal 
which Auguftus on his death-bed 
made to the fenfe of the world, it is 
probable, that as he was in fome de- 
gree able to redeem, in the admini- 
{iration of his fovereignty, the enor- 
mitics which he had committed ia 
obtaining it, we fhall not beftow 
upon him neither the epithets of 
reproach and of infamy, which he 
appears to have deferved in the ear- 
ly period of his life, nor thofe terms 
of encomium and praife, which he 
feems to have merited in the longer 
and more elevated parts of his reign. 
Neither the friend nor the enemy 
of mankind, he was, by his perfonal 
and interefted ambition, the caufe 
of harm and of good ; but upon the 
whole, if the hittory of the eftablifh- 
ment made by him were to terini- 
nate with his own life; if the tran- 
quillity of his reign be compared 
with the troubles of the preceding 
period; it will furnith, to thofe who 
contend for the preference of def- 
potical government, an occafion of 
triumph.” 
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of Archbihhop CHICHELR, 


[From Mr, Srencer’s Life of bo Chichele, Archbithop of Cane 
terbury. 


os E have now feen Chichele 

in the feveral fituations in 
which a long and active life placed 
him. It is from his conduct in thefe 
that we are to collect his character. 
Of the early part of his lite we know 
little more, than that his acquire- 
ments in it are indifputable proofs 
of his not having pafied it unpro- 
fitably. 

“* As he grew into public notice 
by flow and gradual advances, his 
talents had time to acquire their full 
ftrength and maturity before they 
were brought into ufe: and it 1s to 
this circumttance probably that he 
owes the uninterrupted courfe of 
his fuccefs in the management of 
repeated negotiations. As he was 
able to acquit himfelf in thefe im- 
portant commiffions with the favour 
of his fovereign, and the approba- 
tion of his country, we may inter, 
that he poflefled, betides extentive 
erudition, clear difcernment, ferti- 
lity of refources, folid judgment, 
and cool perieverance, recommend- 
ed by general urbanity and _polite- 
nefs of manners. If we view him 
in the difcharge of his ecclefiattical 
office, we fhiall find him to have 
been a man of undiffembled picty, 
and who bore a fincere affection to 
the church. If his religion was 
tinctured with the fuperflition of the 
times in which he lived, we fhould 
recollect, that in pafling judgment 


on the characters of men, we ought 
to try them by the maxims and prin- 
ciples of their own age, 

*¢ Fully perfuaded of the truth 
of thofe dogtrines which the catho- 
lic church profeffed, he maintained 
them with confcientious zeal. He 
knew the danger of innovation, and 
was vigilant to reprefs it; but he 
does not at any time appear to have 
been actuated by the {pirit of perfes 
cution. 

*¢ Though warmly attached tothe 
authority of the fee of Rome in fpi- 
ritual matters, and even to its exer- 
cife of civil rights founded on an- 
cient ufage, he fill itrenuoufly fup- 
ported the liberties of the Englith 
church, and never forgot the refpect 
due to the laws and conftitution of 
his country. Thus the doctrines 
and the privileges of the church 
were guarded by him with fcrupul- 
ous fidelity ; and, in whatever light 
we fee his religion, there will {carce- 
ly be two opimions concerning hi 
integrity. 

* Of his benefactions a particu- 
lar account has been already given 5 
and if in {umming up his character, 
to excellent natural abilities, liberal 
accomplifhments, and ftrict piety 
and integrity, we add a chariable 
and benevolent heart, we fhall not 
be guilty of exceflive or blind par- 
tiality to his memory.” 
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CHARACTER of the Duke of OSSUNA.,. 


{From the 


‘“ ON Pedro Giron, knight of 

the Golden Fleece, and a 
erandee of the firit clafs of Spain, 
‘herited from a long line of ancef- 
tors the pride of noble birth, and 
the command of a princely fortune : 
circumftances which are fometimes 
indeed found in conjunction with 
meannefs of fentiment, but which 
fottered that natural fublimity of 
imagination that carried Offuna to 
purfue grand defigns by extraordi- 
nary means. His temper was un- 
commonly fervent, and his fancy 
lively even to extravagance. Hence, 
though his under{tanding was quick 
and penetrating, his conduct was 
neither regulated by the common 
maxims of policy and prudence, 
nor his demeanour, in the inter- 
courfes of life, by the rules of pro- 
priety and decorum. In the pre- 
fence of his fovereign, he would 
talk with a gaiety and boldnefs uns 
known in the courts of kings, and 
which appeared to the fage gravity 
of his compatriots to border upon 
madnefs. But his converfation in 


Hiftory of the Reign of Philip ‘the Third King of Spain, 
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all companies, and on all occa- 
fions, was adorned with a brilliancy 
of wit, which, in the eyes of moitt 
men, would more than compenfate 
many levities and indifcretions. This 
duke is juftly cenfured by grave 
hiftorians for his gallantries, which 
were not veiled or palliated by deli- 
cacy of fentiment; but on the con- 
trary, fenfual, open, and licentious. 
Yet that grofler fpecies of love was 
attended with this advantage, that 
it left his mind free and difengaged, 
and did not interfere in any refpect 
with his projects of ambition. He 
had ferved in the army in the war 
with the United Provinces, in a 
high rank, and with great glory: 
and his merit, as a foldier, was ei- 
ther the caufe, or as oftener hap- 
pens in courts, the pretext for his 
preferment to the important {tation 
of viccroy of Naples. In this fta- 
tion he amazed the world with the 
fingularity of his charaéter, and 
diiturbed its repofe by the boldneis 
of his ambition.” 





DEATH and CHARACTER of PHILIP the THIRD King of 


Spain, 


[From the fame- Work.] 


“ FN the month of February the 
king’s illnefs returned in all 
its malignity, Soon after his return 
from the chapel he was taken with a 
fever, which continued with vari- 
Ous intermiffions about the fpace of 
amonth, During all this time his 
fpivits were deprefied with the decp. 





eft melancholy, and he perfevered, 
notwithftanding fome encourage- 
ment from the phyficians, in ex- 
prefling his full aflurance that he 
fhould die. He defired that the 
image of the Hely Virgin of An- 
tiochia fhould be carried about, 
Which was performed on Sunday the 
twenty= 



























































































































































































































twenty eighth, in a folemn procef- 
fion, at which the counfellors of 
Spath and many of the other nobles 
affiied. In the evening of that day 
commandment was given to all the 
churches of Madrid to place the bleff- 
ed facrament upon the altars. On 
Monday, abour four o’clock in the 
evening, the king grew worfe than 
ever. He had before been feized 
at different times with a violent vo- 
miting and a diarrhora.  Biifters 
now appeared on his limbs and other 
parts ot his body ; and the phyfi- 
cians feeling his pulfe, faid unani- 
moufly, * ‘That they undoubtedly 
affented to the king in the opinion 
he entertained of his infirmity.” 
He then, in the prefence of his con- 
feflor, with other divines, the gran- 
dees of Spain, the prefidents of the 


different councils, andthe firft lord of 


his bed-chamber, authorifed the pre- 
fident of Caftile to athx in his name, 
for his hand fhook greatly, the royal 
fignature toa codicil he dictated in 
addition to his tefament, which he 
bad already made at Cafa Rubios. 
This being done, he gave orders 
that other prefents, befides thofe he 
had already appointed, fhould be 
given to his confeflor, and to his fer- 
vants. After this, his phyticians 
perfuaded him to take fome food ; 
they alfo advifed him to compote 
himfelf tor fleep; but he anfwered, 
* On fo long a journey, and in fo 
fhort a time for performing it, I 
muit not ref.” He now defired, 
as the laft ation of his lite, to fee, 
to addreis, and to blefs his children. 
He told the prince that he had fent 
tor him that be might behold the 
vanity of crowns and tiaras, and 
learn to prepare for eternity. To 
the child Don Carlos he fpoke long 
and in a low tone of voice. He 
then faid aloud to the prince, ** I 
recommend the child to your pro- 
tection. It grieves me that I fhould 
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leave him unprovided ; but I hops 
that I leave him in the hands of 
a good and affectionate brother. 
Then appeared the intanta Mari 
and the infant cardinal. At thea 
proach of the infanta he burft into 
tears, and faid, ** Maria, Iam full 
forry that I muit die betore I have 
married thee; but this thy brother 
will tuke care of thee :” and turn- 
ing about he faid, * Prince do not 
forfake her till you have made her 
an emprefs.”” He then {poke to the 
cardinal infant, whom he had ap. 
pointed, when he fhould be of a fit 
aye, to be archbifhop of ‘Toledo, 
He fhould be much grieved, he faid, 
if he thought that he would not un- 
dertake, and faithfully difcharge the 
duties of that fucred office. Healf 
fent for the princefs of Spain; but 
fie fainted away as foon as fhe en- 
tered the king’s bed-chainber, and 
was conducted back to her own a- 
partment. It was not thought pro- 
per that fhe fhould make a fecond 
effort to fee the dying king, as fhe 
was now in the fourth month of her 
pregnancy. When what had hap- 
pened to the princefs was reported to 
the king, he was melted into com- 
paffion, and greatly affected at fo 
ttriking an intlance of fenfibility and 
filial love. He profeffed a firm be- 
lief that the princefs loved him as 
well as any of his own children. 
She would lofe a good father, he 
added, and that he had always lov- 
ed her tenderly. Afterwards, giv- 
ing them all his blefling, he dif- 
miffed them with many prayers tor 
their happine‘s, both here and here- 
atter. The bleffed facrament was 
adminiftered to him about mid- 
nivhr. He received the extreme 
unction at two o’clock in the mori- 
ing. During the whole time of his 
illnefs be made a conftant confeliion 
of his fins, and implored divine 
mercy. He confeffed to all eee 
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him that he had been often guilty of 
difimulation in matters of govern- 
ment; he regretted his fupine indo- 
lence, and blamed himielf greatly 
jor having devol ved the cares of the 
flare on his minifters; and when he 
reflected that he had notin all things 
made the willof God the rule of his 
government, he trembled, crying 
out at different times, ** Oh! if it 
fhould pleafe heaven to prolong my 
life, how different fhould my fucure 
be from my pail conduét!”?) Butin 
the midit ot his troubled thoughts 
he found confolation in the mercies 
of God ; and embracing a crucifix, he 
exprefied his hope, that the Redeem- 
er of the world would not leave his 
foul iv hell, but that, after many ages 
of painful purification, he would re- 
ceive him at laft into the mantions of 
the bleffed. At devotion fo affecting 
the {pectators burit into tears; and 
atthat inftant father Jerome of Flo- 
yence came up to the bed on which 
the king lay. The father, unwill- 
ing to bruife a broken reed, held up 
to the view of the pious monarch 
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the confolations of religion, and ex- 
patiated on the exemplary purity of 
his life, and that zeal which hada 
peared throughout the whole of his 
reign for the Roman catholic reli. 
gion. ‘The alternate tumults of hope 
and fear that had fo long agitated 
the mind of the king, at lait fub- 
fided into a gentle calm, and he 
died in all the tranquillity of faith, 
on the laft day of March, in the 
forty: third year of his lite, and the 
twenty-third of his reign. 

* The pliant, mild, and reli- 
gious difpolition of this prince would 
have well entitled him to the praife 
of pious and good, it the natural 
benevolence of his temper had not 
been controlled, in many important 
inftances, by the bigotry, and his 
piety deeply unctured with the fol- 
lies of fuperftition. His amiable 
and inoffentive manners would have 
adorned a private fttation; but he 
was averfe to the trouble, and detti- 
tute of the talents for governing a 
great kingdom.” 
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{From the Eighth Volume of Mrs. Macautay Granam’s Hiltory of 


England. } 
. HE drawing the characters the difgrace and mifery confequent 


of thofe untortunate indivi- 
duals whofe conduét is the proper ob- 
jectot fatirerather than of panegyric, 
is the moft invidious and the mott 
cutrefsful part of hiftoric compofi- 
tion ; becaufe defcriptions fufficient- 
ly animated to point out the oppo- 
ite nature and confequences of vice 
and virtue to the vulgar, are con- 
trary to the judgments and feelings 
of philofophy, which regards with 
“n eve of compaffion that infatuation 
ot mind which leads men to prefer 





to the one, to the tranquillity, hap- 
pinets, and true lLionour which muft 
neceflarily attend the other; and 
becaufe it is an undoubted faét, that 
it is education and circumitances 
which alone form the man, and 
which alone preferve the innocence 
of the weak, and give the luftre of 
virtue to the fplendid qualities of 
genius‘and underitanding. It is an 
ob{ervation among the vulgar, when 
they wifh to exprefs a high degree 
of acrimony againil an uafortunate 
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finner, that the wretch had a fuffi- 
cient underftanding to have acted 
better; but the hiftory of human 
mifery very fatally thews, that a 
quick and enlightened underitand- 
ing, as it i$ neceffarily attended with 
a warm imagination and flrong paf- 
fions, if not guarded by a good edu- 
cation, and fupported by virtuous 
habits, will always, in proportion to 
the ftrength of its abilities, deviate 
from the rule of right; becaufe it 
will naturally purfue with more 
energy the objects of mittaken hap- 
pineis. It is under the lait of thete 
defcriptions, that we may jultly clafs 
Charles the Second, on whom na- 
ture had bettowed powers, which, if 
properly exerted, might have con- 
ftituted an herote character; but 
which, by an adverfe fate, enabled 
him to exceed in wickednefs and 
folly all the princes who had ever 
fat on the Engliih throne. 

‘© Among thofe favourable inci- 
dents which affitted to complete the 
good fortune of the popular Ehza- 
beth, the adverfities of her youth, 
and the maturity of her age when 
fhe was advanced to the dignity of 
fovereign power, have been jutily 
confidered as the moft advantageous ; 
becaule by the infight it gave her 
into the human character, it enabled 
her fo arttully to adapta fyitem of 
felfifhnefs, to the appearances of 
magnanimity, and the prejudices of 
the vulgar, as to reconcile a very 
high degree of injuftice and tyranny 
with that reputation which, in the 
eye of reafon, is alone due to the 
benetactors of mankind: but, as in 
the current of human affairs, a very 
trifling difference, even in minute 
circumftances, 1s attended with fuch 
important confequences as to pro- 
duce an entire oppofition of effects, 
fo the unhappy fate of the firit 
Charles, and the adverfity into 
which it neceflarily threw his fen, 

oO 
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by depriving him of the advantages 
of parental care, and €xpoting him 
ata time of lite when the paifions 
are the ftrongeft, and the judoment 
the weakett, to the perfidious licen 
tioufnels which prevailed jp the 
court of France, cave fuch a ftrength 
and power to the natural bias of his 
difpofition, as totally to efiace ever 
veitige of that moral fenie which 
helps to form the mixt character of 
the generality of mankind, and which 
is feldom entirely loit, even by the 
moit flagitious, If with the jaun- 
diced eye of prejudice we can ex. 
cufe, and even applaud the mean 
hypoertfy uied by Charles, durin 
his abode with the Scotch Cove. 
nanters, the breach of his oaths, 
and the barbarity with which he 
afterwards treated this people, when 
exalted to a kind of defpotic power 
over them, with the perfecutions 
with which he repaid the fervices of 
the Engiifh prefbyterians ; what can 
even the voice of taction fay to the 
ingratitude with which he treated 
the ancient and faithful friends of 
the fortunes of his family ; and the 
difmiffing all thofe with ignominy 
who endeavoured to reconcile the 
prerogative of the king with the 
fafety of the nation and the exitt- 
ence of the conftitution ? What caa 
the voice of faction fay to the pal- 
pable neglect which this prince, im 
feveral inftances, paid to his father’s 
memory ; and, 1n particular, in the 
accepting 2 fum of money for the 
expence of his funeral, and the 
pocketing of it for his private ufe? 
What can the voice of faction fay to 
the treatment of their avowed and 
iteady patron, the earl of Clarendon ; 
what to the king’s behaviour to the 
duke of Ormond, in the cafe of 
Blood, &c. and what to the indiffer- 
ence with which he treated the me- 
mory of a fifter, whom he pretended 
to love with the higheft degree ot 
affection ? 
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afection ? If with the men of plea- 
jure, and the thoughtlels compa- 
pions of the bortle, we view with 
complacency, and even with ap- 
laufe, the licentious manners ot a 
rince infected with the vices of 
every country which had yielded an 
afylum to his wandering tleps, is it 

lible not to reflect, that Charles 
was totally deficient in that kind ot 
fympathy and indolent good-nature 
which often wasn gr d the eflemi- 
nacy of a luxurious lite; and that 
the unjuit feverity, and even cru- 
elty with which he treated all thofe 
whom he regarded as his enemics, 
are blemifhes not to be excuted, 
when united to the fevereit marrers 
and the higheft rectitude of prin- 
ciple. ) 

« If with the papifts, we applaud 
the king for the pious defign he had 
entertained of retioring the Britith 
empire to the church of Rome ; 
what can we fay to the eafy man- 
ner in which he abandoned this de- 
fign, and the whole party, to their 
inveterate enemies? What can we 
fay tothe breach of the promife he 
had made to this body, that he 
would declare his converfion, and 
avow his patronage after the receiv- 
ing afum of money for this pur- 
pole from the court of France ? And 
what can we fay to the mean man- 
ner in which he concealed his pre- 
dilection to popery till the hour of 
his deceafe, in which he vainly 
hoped to fecure a fafe paflage to the 
regions of eternal blifs, trom the 
merits of a fubmiffion extorted by 
the terrors of an affrightened con- 
fcience ? And if with the zealous 
churchmen, we regard him ag the 
patron of the reitored privileges of 
that holy body, what excufe can we 
niake tor the deep defigns he had 
entered into, of facrificing all thofe 
lacred rights to the ambition of pa- 
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pitts, and the interefts of the papal 
chair? 

** In the duties of private life, we 
are told by the paneyyriits of 
Charles, that his conduct, though 
not tree trom exception, was in the 
main laudable: but though a large 
meature of indulgence is to be given 
to the foibles, the infirmities, and 
even the vices of every man or wo- 
man, who has not received the be- 
nefits which arife from a perfect 
form of education, yet we cannot 
poflibly trefpafs fo highly on our 
fente of propriety, decency, and the 
ineftimable virtues of fobriety, as to 
rank that facility with which the 
king became the conftant dupe of 
his amorous inclinations and paf- 
fion for variety, among the good 
qualities of a rational agent; nor 
can we agree to the obfervation, that 
Charles was a civil and obliging huf- 
band, merely on the merit of his 
not having facrificed an innocent 
woman to the venom of party fpirit. 
On the contrary, fetting afide the 
advantages of afiluence, and the 
{plendor of rank, the quecn’s fituation 
mutt be confidered as equally morti- 
fying to that in which every other 
female is involved, whom a fevere 
fate unites in the indiffoluble bonds 
of matrimony with a profligate rake. 
On the fubject of the king’s con- 
ftancy to the duke of York’s inte- 
reft, it is obfervable, that a coldnefs 
and mutual jealoufy prevailed be- 
tween the two brothers till the pe- 
riod of the firft French treaty; a 
circumftance which rendered all fu- 
ture diffenfion dangerous to the 
peace and happinefs of both» Bur- 
net afferts, that Charles both hated 
and feared his brother; and fir John 
Rerefby, who has manifefted the 
higheit degree of partiality to the 
conduct of the king, allows that it 
was motives of policy alone which 


were 


[15] 


were the grounds of his inflexible 
patronage : as on this fingle inftance 
therefore, thus circumftanced and 
oppofed by the whole tenor of 
Charles’s public and private con- 
duct, it is impoffible to agree with 
the duke of Buckingham, that this 
prince was even inclined to juflice ; 
or with the reft of his panegyrifts, 
to found on the merits of the act of 
indemnity, extorted from the ne- 
eeility of the times, a propenfity in 
his difpofition to clemency and for- 
givenets ; we muft conclude, that 
the harfh picture drawn of Charles 
the Second, by bifhop Burnet, is a 
juit likenets, viz. that he had enor- 
mous vices without the tincture of 
any virtue to correct them; that 
under the appearance of gentlenefs, 
he concealed a cruel and unrelent- 
ing heart; and under the mafk of 
fincerity, the higheft degree of hy- 
pocrify and difiimulation ; that he 
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was void not only of every princely 
but every manly fentiment; that je 
was as incapable of friendthip as ot 
integrity ; that he confidered power 
and the trutt which accompany jt 
in no other light, than as the meane 
to gratity his criminal and felfith 
paffions ; that he acted as the foe 
rather than the proteétor of his pco- 
ple; and that it was lewdnefs, in. 
dolence, and the love of eafe, which 
were the fingle correctors to that 
rage tor abfolure power which in. 
teéts almoft all princes ; and which, 
but for the predominancy of lef 
exalted patlions, Charles would have 
purfued with a vigilance equal to 
the importance of the undertaking ; 
and which, notwithflanding the un- 
conquerable indolence of his temper, 
the depravity ef the times had ina 
great meaiure enabled him to et- 
feét.” 
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{ From the fame Work, ] 


* H E oppofition of James’s 

religious principles to thofe 
of his fubjects ; his unpopular con- 
nexion with the court of France ; 
bur, above all, the permanent eita- 
blifhment of a rival family on the 
throne of England, has formed in 
his distavour fuch an union of pre- 
judice and intereft as to deftroy in 
the minds of pofterity all that fym- 
pathy which on fimilar occafions, 
and in fimilar misfortunes, has fo 
wonderfully operated in favour of 
other princes ; and whilit we pay 
the tribute of unavailing tears over 
the memory ot Charles the Firft ; 
whilit, with the church of England, 
we venerate him as a martyr to the 
power and othce of prelates ; whilit 
we ive with regret, that he was 


flripped of his dignity and lite at 
the very time when the chaitening 
hand of affliction had in a great 
meafure corrected the errors of a 
faulty education; the irrefittible 
power of truth muft oblige us to 
confefs that the fame adherence to 
religious principle which coit the 
father his lite, deprived the fon ot 
his dominions ; that the enormous 
abufe of power with which both fo- 
vereigns are juftly accufed, owed 
their origin to the fame fource, the 
errors ariling from a bad educauon, 
aggravated and extended by the im- 
pious flatrery of defigning priefts : 
we fhall alfo be obliged to contets 
that the parliament itfelf, by an un- 
precedented fervility, helped to con- 
firm James in the exalted ~— 

at 











had entertained of the royal office, 
and that the doctrines of an abfolute 
and unconditional tubmiiion on the 
art of fubjects, which, 1n the reign 
of his father, was in a great mea- 
{yre confined to the precepts ot a 
Laud, a sibthorpe, and a Mainwa- 
ring, were now taught as the avow- 
ed doctrines of the church of Eng- 
land, were acknowleged by the two 
yniverfities, and implicitiy avowed 
by the large majority Ot the. nation. 
So great indeed was the change in 
the temper, manners, and opinions 
of the people, from the commence- 
ment of the reign of Charles the 
Firft to the commencement of the 
reign of his fon James, that at this 
fhameful period, the people gloried 
in having laid all their privileges at 
the foot of the throne, and execrated 
every generous principle of freedom, 
as ailing from a fpirit totally in- 
compatible with the peace of fociety, 
and altogether repugnant to the 
doctrines of Chriflianity. 

“ This was the fituation of affairs 
at the acceilion of the unfortunate 
James: and had he been equally 
unprincipled as his brother the de- 
ceafed king ; had he profeffed him- 
felt a proteitant, whilit he was in 
his heart a papitt; had he not re- 
garded it as his duty to ufe his a- 
vowed omnipotent power for the re- 
floring to fume parts of its ancient 
dignity a church which he regarded 
as the only truechurch of Chritt; or 
had he, inftead of attacking the pre- 
rogatives of the prelacy, futlered them 
to fhare that reyal defpotifm which 
they had fixed on the bafis of con- 
fcience, the moft flagrant abufes of 
civil power would never have been 
called in judgment againft him ; and 
parliaments themfelves would have 
lent their conftitutional authority to 

ave rivetted the chains of the ein- 
piréin a manner as fhould have put 


t out of the power of the moit de- 
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termined votaries of freedom to have 
re-eitablifhed the government on its 
ancient foundation. From this ir. 
remediable evil England owes its 
deiiverance alone to the bigotted fins 
cerity of James; a circumitance 
which ought, in fome meature, to 
conciliate our affections to the mes 
mory of the fuiferer, and to treat 
thoie errors with lenity, which have 
led to the enjoyment of privileges 
which can never be entirely loft, but 
by a general corruption of principle, 
and depravity of manners. 

** It was faid by the witty duke of 
Buckingham, that ** Charles the Se- 
cond might do well if he would,” 
and that ** James would do well if 
he could: an obfervation which 
fays little for the underitanding of 
James, but a great deal for his 
heart; and with all the blemifhes 
with which his public character is 
ftuined, he was not deficient in fe- 
veral qualities neceflary to compofe 
a good fovereign. His induitry in 
butinefs was exemp!ary, he was frue 
gal ot the public money, he che- 
tithed and extended the niaritime 
power ot the empire, and his en- 
couragement of trade was attended 
with fuch fuccefs, that, according 
to the obfervation of the impartial 
hiitorian Ralph, as the frugality of 
his adminittration helped to increafe 
the number of malecontents, fo his 
extreme attention to trade was not 
lefs alarming to the whole body of 
the Dutch than his refolution not to 
rufh into a war with France was 
mortifying to their ftadtholder. 

© In) domeitic lite, the charocter of 
James, though not irreproachable, 
was Comparatively good: it is true, 
he was in a great meafure tainted 
with that licentiou/neis of manners, 
which, at this time, pervaded the 
whole fociety, and which reigned 
triumphant within the circle of the 
court; but he was never carried into 
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any exceffes which trenched deeply 
on the duties of focial lite ; 
the qualities of his heart were only 
to be judged by his conduct in the 
different characters of hufband, ta- 
ther, miafter, and friend, he might 
be pronouned a man of a very ami- 
able difpofition. But thofe who 
know not howto forgive injuries, 
‘ gnd can never pardon the errors, the 
infirmities, the vices, or even the 
virtues of their fellow-creatures, 
when in any refpect they ailect per- 
{onal interett or inclination, will arm 
againft them the fenfibility of every 
humane mind, and can never expect 
from others that juftice and commi- 
feration which themfelves have ne- 
wer exercifed. But whilft we ex- 
ecrate that rancorous cruelty with 
which James, in the fhort hour of 
triumph, perfecuted all thofe who 
endeavoured to thwart his ambitious 
hopes, it is but juttice to obferve, 
that the rank vices of pridé, malice, 
and revenge, which fo deeply black- 
en his condu&, whilft he figured in 
the ftation of prefumptive heir to 
the crown, and aiterwards in the 
character of fovereign on the fuc- 
cefstul quelling the Monmouth re- 
bellion, were thoroughly corrected 
by the chaftening hand of affliction ; 
that the whole period of his lite, 
from his return from Ireland to the 
day of his death, was fpent in the 
exercife of the firft Chriftian virtues, 
viz. patience, fortitude, humility, 
and refignation. Brettonneau, his 
biographer, records, thar he always 
{poke with an extreme moderation 
of the individuals who had aé¢ted 
the moft fuccefstully in his disfa- 
vour; that he reproved thofe who 
mentioned their conduct with fe- 
verity ; that he read, even with a 
Stoical apathy, the bittereit writings 
which were publithed againft him ; 
that he regarded the lois of empire 
as a neceflary correction ior the mil- 


and if 
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demeanors of his life, and even re, 
buked thoie who expreffed any Con 
cern for the iffue of events which he 
refpected as ordinations of the Di. 
vine will, According to the fame 
biographer, James was exad in his 
Cevotion, Mocerate even to abiij. 
nenee; in his Iie, full of fenti. 
nichts ot the higheit contrition tor 
pati offences ; and, according to the 
cilcipline of the Romih church, was 
very fevere in the autlerities which 
he inflicted on his perfon. As this 
prince juitly regarded himfelf as 9 
martyr to the Catholic faith, as his 
warmett friends were all of this per 
fuafion, as his converfation in his re- 
tirementat St.Germains, was entirely 
i a great meafure confined to pricfis 
and devotees, it is natural that his 
fuperitition fhould inereafe with the 
increafe of religious fentiment; and 
as he had made ufe of his power and 
authority, whilit in England, to en- 
larce the number of proielytes to 
popery, fo in a private flation he 
laboured inceffantly by prayer, ex- 
hortation, and example, to confirm 
the piety of his popith adherents, 
and to effect a reformation in thofe 
who ftill continued firm to the doc- 
trines of the church of England. 
He vifited the monks of la Trappe 
once a year, the fevercft order of 
religioniits in France; and his con- 
formity to the difcipline of the con- 
vent was fo firict and exact, that he 
imprefied thofe devotees with fenti- 
ments of admiration at his picty, 
humility, and conflancy. Thus 
having fpent twelve years with a 
higher degree of peace and tran- 
quillity than he had ever experi- 
enced in the moft triumphant part ot 
his life, he was feized with a palty 
in September, 1701, and after lan- 
guifhine fifteen days, died in the 
fixty-cighth year of his age, having 
filled up the interval, between his 
fit feizure and final exit, with the 

Woo. 
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whole train of religious exercifes 
enjoined on fimilar occafions by the 
church of Rome, with folemn and 
repeated profetfions of his taith, and 
earneit exhortations to his two chil- 
dren, the youngeft of whom was 
born in the fecond year of his exile, 
to keep ttedfait to the religion in 
which they had been educated, 
Thefe precepts and commands have 
agted with a force fuperior to all the 
temptations of a crown, and have 
been adhered to with a firmnefs 
which ebliges an hiftorian to ac- 
knowledge the fuperiority which 
James's defcendants, in the nice 
points of honour and confciencc, 
have gained over the character oi 
Henry the Fourth, who, at the pe- 
iod when he was looked up to as 
the great hero of the proteftant 
caufe, made no fcruple to accept a 
crown on the difgraceful terms of 
abjuring the principles of the re- 
formation, and embracing the prin- 
ciples of a religion, which, from 
his early infancy, he had been 
taught to regard as idolatrous and 
prophane. 

“ The dominion of erfor over 
the minds of the generality of man- 
kind is irrefiftible. James, to the 
lat hour of his life, continued as 
great a bigot to his political as his 
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religious errors: he could not help 
coniidering the ftrength and power 
ot the crown as 4 circumftance nce 
ceflary to the prefervation and hap- 
pinels of the people ; and, in a lets 
ter of advice, which he wrote to his 
fon, whilft he conjures him to pay 
a religious obfervance to all the due 
ties of a gocd fovercign, he cautions 
him againtl fuffering any entrench- 
inent on royal prerogative. Athong 
feveral heads, containing excellent 
inflrutions en the art of reigning 
happily and juttiy, he warns the 
young prince never to attempt to 
difquiet his fubjects in their pro- 
perty or their religion 3 and, what is 
very remarkable, to his lait breath he 
periilted in aflerting, that he never 
intended to fubvert the laws, or 
procure more than a toleration and 
an equality of privilege to his ca- 
tholic fubjects. As there is great 
reafon to believe this afiertion to be 
true, it fhews, that the delution was 
incurable under which the king la- 
boured, by the truft he had put in 
the knavith doctrines of lawyers and 


pricits; and that neither himfelf, 


nor his proteftant abesters, could fa- 


thom the confequences of thar en- 


larged fyftem of toleration which he 
endeavoured to eftabliih.” 
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[From the Hiftory of the Life of Wittiam Pirr, Eqrl of Chatham} 


“ CUCH was the life of lord 
Chatham. Never perhaps 


Was any life fo multifarious ; never 
did any comprife fuch a number of 
dnterciting fituations. It is difficult 
to bring the feattered features of 
fuch a charafter into one point of 
and accordingly I have en- 


View; 





deavoured to illuftrate them fepa- 
rately, as they rife; and have not 
feared, as digreflive, or impertinent, 
any thing, of however extenfive a 
range, that might throw new light 
upon my fubject. Something, how- 
ever, in the way of fummary, will 
probably be expected ; and however 
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rude and undigefted, it may not per- 
haps be unproductive, either of ule, 
or entertainment. 

‘© One of the firft things that 
ftrikes us, in the recollection of this 
ftory, is the fuperior figure our hero 
makes, among his contemporaries. 
Like the firft king of the aii he 
walks, elevated by the head, above 
his compatriots; who feem as they 
were born his fubjects. Men of ge- 
nius and attraction, a Carteret, a 
Townfhend, and, I had «!mott faid, 
a Mansfield, however pleafine, in a 
limited view, appear evidently, in 
this compariton, to flirink into nar- 
rower dimenfions, and walk a hum- 
bler circle. All that deferves to ar- 
refit the attention, in taking a gene- 
ral furvey of the age in which he 
lived, is comprifed in the hitlory ot 
Chatham. 

‘© No chara@ter ever bore the 
more undifputed itamp ot origina- 
lity. Unrefembled and himfelf, he 
was not born to accommodate to the 
genius ot his age. While all a- 
round him were deprefled by the 
uniformity of fafhion, or the con- 
tagion of venality, he ftood aloof. 
He confulted no judgment but his 
own; and he a¢ted from the un- 
tainted dictates of a comprehentive 
foul. He loved fame too much: 
but it was the weaknefs of a noble 
mind. He loved power too much ; 
but it was power of a generous 
{train ; and he had paffions that had 
nothing felfifh in theirtexture. No 
{pirit ever burned witha purer flame 
of patriotifm. 

*¢ The native royalty of his mind 
is eminently confpicuous. He felt 
himfelf born tocommand; and the 
free fons of Britain implicitly obey- 
ed him. In him was realifed the ta- 
ble of Orpheus ; and his genius, his 
{pirit, his eloquence, led millions in 
his train, fubdued the rugged fa- 
vage. and difarmed the fangs of ma- 
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lignity and envy. Nothing is, in 
its mature, fo inconfiftent, as the 
breath of popular applaufe : and yee 
that breath was eminently his, dure 
ing the greater part of his life, 
Want of fuccefs could not divert it: 
inconfiftency of conduct could not 
change its tenour. 

_“ The attonifhing extent of his 
views, and, if I may be allowed the 
expretiion, the mytterious compres 
henfion of his plans, did not, in one 
refpect, fet him above little things, 
Nothing that was neceflary to the 
execuuon of hts defigns was beneath 
him: and, in a far humbler walk, 
like Omnipotence, the complication 
and minutenefs of the leffer motions 
that were effential to his grand ma- 
chine, could not diftraét him. In 
one refpect, he was infinitely e- 
ttranged to little things. Swallowed 
up in the bufinefs of his country, 
he did not think of the derangement 
of his private affairs. Even the 
management of the pecuniary af- 
fairs, and the finances of the nation, 
he was obliged to leave to other 
hands. In the commencement of 
his political career, he learned the 
art of independence, by the very 
laudable means of confining his dif- 
burfements within the limits of his 
income ; atthe fame time, the na- 
tive bent of his mind ditqualified 
him for arithmetical calculation, and 
laborious frugality. —_Indifpofed, 
therefore, as he was, to all the 
modes of diflipated expence, his af- 
fairs, even when his circumftances 
were much improved, were always 
deranged. 

«¢ But the features that feem moft 
eminently to have charaéterifed him, 
were fpirit and intrepidity. I be- 
lieve, there never exifted a perion 
that came within many fhades of our 
hero, in thefe beautiful attributes. 
They are confpicuous in every ac 


tion, and every turn of his life. Bs 











few {pecimens may, however, proba- 
bly be felected without difadvantage. 
The anfwer to Horace Walpole is 
not more remarkable tor the genius 
that pervades it, and the thoufand 
literary beauties it exhibits, than for 
the enchanting difplay it affords of 
undaunted, manly firmnefs, With- 
out being outraged, into the fmallett 
approach to thofe littlenefles and 
abfurdities that render the paflionate 
man an auxiliary in the revenge a- 
gaintt himfelt, he afferts himfelt with 
dignity ; and retorts upon his antago- 
pit with that graceful fpirit, fhall I 
call it? or, that inextinguifhable fire, 
that, toa generous mind, is one of the 
mott attractive objects in the world. 

‘© In a debate, in the Houfe of 
Lords, that took place about his 
grand climacteric; though worn 
down with age, with exertion, and, 
more than all, with the unremitted 
attacks of an excruciating diftem- 
per, having occation to obferve upon 
the declining liberties of his coun- 
try, and the growing fpirit of the 
colonies, he aflerted, with a boyith 
vigour that no other man could 
have exhibited, that, were it not 
for invincible obftacles, he would 
infallibly retire from Britain, and 
{pend the remainder of his days in 
that glorious afylum of liberty, of 
manlinefs, and of virtue. 

* But the laft fcene of his life is, 
of all others, the moit unparalleled. 
Jn whatever other views we may 
confider, and in whatever views con- 
demn it, as an example of never- 
ebbing fpirit, we cannot but admire. 
His infirmities had now rendered 
his every limb the rebel of his will : 
the couch of laffitude feemed all that 
remained to him. The fituation of 
his country too, was arduous, hope- 
lefs, and untried. ‘The inexhautti- 


ble genius of a Chatham was forced 
to confefs, that he knew not how we 
Were to be extricated, Yet, in thefe 
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circumftances, with his lifelefs, nerves 
lefs hand, he was willing to have 
grafped the helm, It was improba- 
ble, it was impoflible, he fhould 
have fucceeded. But thele impo- 
tent efforts of immortal man ; thefe 
inftances, in which the foul burtts 
the bands of earth, and ilands alone, 
in contefled eternity ; are the moft 
beautiful, the mott pathetic, the 
moft fublime exhibitions, ot which 
the mind of man is adequate to cons 
ceive. 

‘¢ The vices, 1f we fhould be dif 
pofed to quality them with fo harfh 
aname, of great minds, are ever 
nearly allied to their virtues. The 
manners of lord Chatham were, in- 
deed, eafy and bland. His conver 
{ation was fpirited and gay ; and he 
readily adapted himfelf to the com- 
plexion of thofe with whom he af- 
fociated. ‘That artificial referve, 
which is the never-failing refuge of 
felf-difidence and cowardice, was not 
made for him. He was unconitrained 
as artlefs infancy ; and gencrous as 
the noon-day fun: yet had he fome- 
thing impenetrable that hung about 
him. A mind, lofty as heaven, and 
expanfive as the element, was not 
a theatre for every emmet to traverfe, 
His conceptions were neceflarily ag- 
gregated : and ambition, that reign- 
ing paffion of his foul, that meets 
us at every turn, had introduced a 
fold or two into his heart that nae 
ture never made. 

*¢ By an irrefiftible energy of 
foul, he was haughty and impe- 
rious. He was incapable ‘of affo- 
clating councils; and he was not 
formed for the fweeteft bands of {o- 
ciety. He was a pleafing compa- 
nion, but an unpliant friend. In 
his connexions of the latter kind, I 
am afraid, we fhall find little befide 
the name. He was like thofe in- 


ftruments of mufic, whofe grand and 
bolder tenes will not readily accord 
with 
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rude and undigefted, it may not per- 
haps be unproductive, either of ufe, 
or entertainment. 

*¢ One of the firft things that 
ftrikes us, in the recollection of this 
ftory, is the fuperior figure our hero 
makes, among his contemporaries. 
Like the firft king of the Tens, he 
walks, elevated by the head, above 
his compatriots; who feem as they 
were born his fubjects. Men of ge- 
nius and attraction, a Carteret, a 
Townfliend, and, I had +!moft faid, 
a Mansfield, however pleafing, in a 
limited view, appear evidently, in 
this comparifon, to fhrink into nar- 
rower dimenfions, and walk a hum- 
bler circle. All that deferves to ar- 
reit the attention, in taking a gene- 
ral furvey of the age in which he 
lived, is comprifed in the hitlory of 
Chatham, 

*¢ No charaéter ever bore the 
more undifputed ftamp ot origina- 
lity. Unrefembled and himfelf, he 
was not born to accommodate to the 
genius of his age. While all a- 
round him were deprefied by the 
uniformity of fathion, or the con- 
tagion of venality, he ftood aloof. 
He confulted no judgment but his 
own; and he a¢ted from the un- 
tainted dictates of a comprehentive 
foul. He loved fame too much: 
but it was the weaknefs of a noble 
mind. He loved power too much ; 
but it was power of a generous 
ftrain ; and he had paffions that had 
nothing felfifh in theirtexture. No 
fpirit ever burned with a purer flame 


__ of patriotifm. 


*¢ The native royalty of his mind 
is eminently confpicuous. He felt 
himfelf born to command ; and the 
free fons of Britain implicitly obey- 
ed him. In him was realifed the fa- 
ble of Orpheus ; and his genius, his 
fpirit, his eloquence, led millions in 
his train, fubdued the rugged fa- 
wage. and difarmed the fangs of ma- 


lignity and envy. Nothing is, in 
its nature, fo inconfiftent, as the 
breath of popular applaufe : and yet 
that breath was eminently his, dur 
ing the greater part of his life. 
Want of fuccefs could not divert it; 
inconfiftency of conduct could not 
change its tenour. 

“ The aftonifhing extent of his 
views, and, if I may be allowed the 
expreffion, the myfterious compre- 
henfion of his plans, did not, im one 
refpect, fet him above little things. 
Nothing that was neceffary to the 
execuuon of his defigns was beneath 
him: and, in a far humbler walk, 
like Omnipotence, the complication 
and minutenefs of the leffer motions 
that were effential to his grand ma- 
chine, could not diftraét him. In 
one refpect, he was infinitely e- 
ftranged to little things. Swallowed 
up in the bufinefs of his country, 
he did not think of the derangement 
of his private affairs. Even the 
management of the pecuniary af- 
fairs, and the finances of the nation, 
he was obliged to leave to other 
hands. In the commencement of 
his political career, he learned the 
art of independence, by the very 
laudable means of confining his dif- 
burfements within the limits of his 
income; at the fame time, the na- 
tive bent of his mind difqualified 
him for arithmetical calculation, and 
laborious frugality. Indifpofed, 
therefore, as he was, to all the 
modes of diflipated expence, his af- 
fairs, even when his circumftances 
were much improved, were always 
deranged. 

** But the features that feem moft 
eminently to have charaéterifed him, 
were fpirit and intrepidiry. I be- 
lieve, there never exifted a perion 
that came within many fhades of our 
hero, in thefe beautiful attributes. 
They are confpicuous in every ac- 
tion, and every turn of his life. A 
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few fpecimens may, however, proba- 
bly be felected without difadvantage. 
The anfwer to Horace Walpole is 
not more remarkable for the genius 
that pervades it, and the thoufand 
literary beauties it exhibits, than for 
the enchanting difplay it affords of 
undaunted, manly firmnefs, With- 
out being outraged, into the fmallett 
approach to thofe littleneffes and 
abfurdities that render the paflionate 
man an auxiliary in the revenge a- 
gainit himfelt, he afferts himfelf with 
diynity ; and retorts upon his antago- 
niit with that graceful fpirit, fhall I 
call it? or, that inextinguifhable fire, 
that, to a generous mind, is one of the 
moft attractive objects in the world. 

*¢ In a debate, in the Houfe of 
Lords, that took place about his 
grand climaéteric; though worn 
down with age, with exertion, and, 
more than all, with the unremitted 
attacks of an excruciating diftem- 
per, having occafion to obferve upon 
the declining liberties of his coun- 
try, and the growing fpirit of the 
colonies, he afferted, with a boyith 
vigour that no other man could 
have exhibited, that, were it not 
for invincibie obftacles, he would 
infallibly retire from Britain, and 
fpend the remainder of his days in 
that glorious afylum of liberty, of 
manlinefs, and of virtue. 

** But the laft fcene of his life is, 
of all others, the moit unparalleled. 
In whatever other views we may 
confider, and in whatever views con- 
demn it, as an example of never- 
ebbing fpirit, we cannot but admire. 
His infirmities had now rendered 
his every limb the rebel of his will : 
the couch of laffitude feemed all that 
remained to him. The fituation of 
his country too, was arduous, hope- 
lefs, and untried. ‘The inexhaufti- 
ble genius of a Chatham was forced 
to confefs, that he knew not how we 
were to be extricated, Yet, in thefe 
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circum ftances, with his lifelefs, nerves 
lefs hand, he was willing to have 
grafped the helm, It was improba- 
ble, it was impoflible, he thould 
have fucceeded. But theie impo- 
tent efforts of immortal man ; thefe 
inftances, in which the foul burits 
the bands of earth, and ilands alone, 
in contefled eternity ; are the moft 
beautiful, the mott pathetic, the 
moft fublime exhibitions, ot which 
the mind of man is adequate to con- 
ceive. 

‘* The vices, if we fhould be dif 
pofed to qualify them with fo harfh 
aname, of great minds, are ever 
nearly allied to their virtues. The 
manners of lord Chatham were, in- 
deed, eafy and bland. His conver 
fation was f{pirited and gay ; and he 
readily adapted himfelf to the com- 
plexion of thofe with whom he af- 
fociated. ‘That artificial referve, 
which is the never-failing refuge of 
felf-difidence and cowardice, was not 
made for him. He was unconitrained 
as artlefs infancy ; and gencrous as 
the noon-day fun: yet had he fome- 
thing impenetrable that hung about 
him. A mind, lofty as heaven, and 
expanfive as the clement, was not 
a theatre for every emmet to traverfe, 
His conceptions were neceflarily ag- 
gregated ; and ambition, that reign- 
ing paffion of his foul, that meets 
us at every turn, had introduced a 
fold or two into his heart that nae 
ture never made, 

** By an irrefiftible energy of 
foul, he was haughty and impe- 
rious. He was incapable ‘of aflo- 
ciating councils; and he was not 
formed for the fweeteft bands of fo- 
ciety. He was a pleafing compa- 
nion, but an unpliant friend. In 
his connexions of the latter kind, I 
am afraid, we fhall find little befide 
the name. He was like thofe in- 
ftruments of mufic, whofe grand and 
bolder tones will not readily accord 
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with the lighter touches of a lefs 
manly inftrument : his foul was not 
made to blend and to bow. ‘The 
difmifion of Mr. Legge formed no 
epocha in his mind. His difpute 
with earl Temple, however unex- 
ceptionable as to the fubitance, was, 
in its manner, unacconimodating 
and unamiable. Even his treatment 
of his humbler friend, Mr. Wilkes, 
was furely unjuftifiable. ‘That gen- 
tleman has, in the moft public man- 
ner, aflerted, that lord Chatham 
had feen, and applauded the Effay 
on Woman, fome years before it 
was brought forward, as an inftru- 
ment of his ruin, 

‘¢ The ambition of my hero, 
however generous in its ftrain, was 
the fource of repeated errors in hie 
conduct, To the refignation of lord 
Carteret, and again, from the com- 
mencement of the year 1770, his 
nye were bold and uniform. 

n the intermediate period, they 
were marked with a verfatility, inci- 
dent only, in general, to the moft 
flexible minds. We may oocafion- 
gily trace in them the indecilion of 
a candidate, and the fupplencis of a 
courticr. In a word, he atmed at 
the impofiible tafk of flattering, at 
once, the prejudices of a monarch, 
and purfuing unremittedly the inte- 
yefts of the people. 

* A feature too, fuficiently pro- 
Wiinent in his character, was vanity, 
fhall I call it? or pride, and con- 
{cious fuperiority. He dealt furely 
fomewhat too freely with invective. 
He did not pretend to an ignorance 
of his talents; or to manage the 
difplay of his important fervices. 
Himfelf was too often the hero of 
his tale; and the fucceffés of the laft 
war, the burden of his fong. Ci- 
cero never talked more of the ides 
of November. 
boaftful as Cicero, he had certainly 

‘uch more, as a citizen, to boatt 


But, if he were as” 
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of, Timidity was the firft feature 
of the Roman ; and, even when he 
terrified Cataline into flight, he 
trembled: upon all other occafions, 
his conduct was fpiritlefs and unfer- 
viceable. On the contrary, lord 
Chatham was, at all times, intrepid, 
His. fervices were more important, 
more continued ; and owed infinitely 
lefs to fortune. And, exclufive of 
the memorable era of his admini- 
ftration, he may be confidered upon 
the whole, as the unaccommodating 
patriot of half a century. 

** Patriotifm itfelf, however, was 
the fource of fome of his imperfec- 
tions. He loved his country too 
well: or, if that may found abfurd, 
the benevolence, at leaft, that em- 
braces the fpecies, had not fufficient 
feope in his mind. He once ftyled 
himfelf, ** a lover of honourable 
war;” and, in fo doing, he let us 
into one trait of his character. The 
friend of human kind will be ag 
enemy toall war. He indulged too 
much, to a puerile antipathy to 
the houfe of Bourbon. And it was 
furely the want of expanfive affec- 
tions, that led him to fs unqualified 
a condemnation of American inde- 
pendency. 

** But the eloquence of lord Chat- 
ham was one of his moit ftriking 
cliaracterittics. He far outftripped 
his competitors, and flood alone, the 
rival of antiquity. When he took 
his place in parliament, it has been 
obferved, ky a celebrated writer, 
that there were half a dozen fpeak- 
ers, in both houfes, who, in the 
judgment of the public, had reached 
nearly the fame pitch of eloquence. 
Voltaire reprefents them as rivalling, 
or furpafling, the greate{t orators of 
Greece and Rome. But the equality 
of their fame has juftly been con- 
fidered as an unanfwerable argument 
againit this fuppofition. In an art 
which is either neceflarily, or cafu- 

ally, 
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ally, in a ftate of mediocrity, twenty 
workmen will perform equally well ; 
bur, where true eminence has been 
reached, the comparative merit of 
the artifls will be no longer doubr- 
ful. And indeed, how coid and je- 
june, in a poetical view, do the ha- 
ranyues ot a Wyndham, or a Pulte- 
ney appear? But neither of thete 
objections can be urged againft lord 
Chatham: he has tropes and fal- 
lies that may juftly vie with the no- 
bleft flights of antiquity; and he 
certainly leaves his coadjutors as far 
behind him, as ever did a Cicero, 
or a Demotthenes. 

‘* His eloquence was of every 
kind. Noman excelled him in clofe 
arrument, and methodical deduc- 
tien: but this was not the ftyle into 
which he naturally fell. His ora- 
tory was unlaboured and fpontane- 
ous: he rufhed at once upon the 
fubjeét; and ufually illuftrated it 
rather by glowing language, and 
original conception, than by cool 
reafoning. His perfon was tall and 
dignified. His face was the face of 
an eagle. His Heregag eye withered 
the nerves, and looked through the 
fouls of his opponents. His coun- 
tenance was ftern, and the voice of 
thunder fat upon his lips. Anon, 
however, he could defcend to the 
eafy and the playful. His voice 
feemed fcarceiy more adapted to 
energy, and to terror, than it did 
to the melodious, the infinuating, 
and the fportive. It, however, in 
the enthufiafm of admiration, we 
can find room for the frigidity of 
criticifm, his aétion feemed the moft 
open to objetion. It was forcible, 
uniform, and ungraceful. In a 
word, the moft celebrated orators of 
antiquity were, in a great meafure, 
the children of labour and cultiva- 
tion. Lord Chatham was always 
natural and himfelf. And perhaps 
action, in order to be various and 


beautiful, is, of all the accomplith- 
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ments of an orator, that which mot 
requires the mth of art. 

To the misfortune of the repub- 
lic of letters, and of pofterity, lord 
Chatham never fought the prefs, 
How eafy had it then been to have 
refuted thofe elegant critics, who 
have thought proper to tell us, that 
his language was incorrect, and his 
orations immethodical and fuperfi- 
cial? How indifputably had he thea 
taken his place, in the roll of im- 
mortality, with a Demofthenes, and 
a Cicero? But he voluntarily fub- 
mitted, in a great meafure, to that 
evanefcent fame, as a fpeaker, which 
was the inevitable mistortune of his 
contemporary, Mr. Garrick, as an 
actor. Potterity will hardly be per- 
fuaded, that im the meagrenets of 
modera times, a Demotthenes fhould 
have exifted without his A2{chines ; 
and a Cicero without an Hortenfius 
and a Cefar. Pofterity will hardly 
be perfuaded, that onc man could have 
concentered the arduous characters 
of the greateft ftatefman, and the 
moft accomplithed rhetorician, that 
ever lived. In a word, pofterity 
will, with diffFeulty, believe the fee 
licity of Britain : that lord Chatham 
was, among the orators, what 
Shakfpeare is, among the poets of 
every age: ** The child of fancy, 
he warbled the irregular notes that 
nature gave,” with fo fweet a grace, 
as turned the cheek of envy pale, 
and drove refinement, and tram- 
melled fcience, into coward flight. 
Honeyed mufic dropped unbidden 
from his lips. Had he, like his 
—_ predeceffor, addrefled his ef- 

ufions to. the troubled waves; the 


troubled waves had {ufpended them- 


felves to liften. His lips were 
clothed with infpiration and pro- 
phecy. Sublimity, upon his tongue, 
fat fo enveloped in beauty, that it 
feemed unconfcious of itfelf. It fell 
upon us unexpected, it took us by 
furprize, and, like the fearful whirl. 
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pool, it drew every underftanding, 
and every heart, into its vortex. 
Lord Chetterfield has told us, that 
this nobleman poffefied “* a moft 
happy turn for try.” For 
the judgment of lord Chefterfield 
however, the author of this work 
conteffes, that he dees not feel an 
implicit veneration. Only one of 
lord Chatham’s poetical perform- 
ances ever fell into my hands, a copy 
of verfes to Mr. Garrick ; in which 


the peculiarities of our hero’s mind 
are very faintly fhadowed indeed. The 
noble author adds, that ** he feldom 
indulged, and feldom avowed it.” 
It fhould feem then, that he him- 
felf fet no great value upon it. Per- 
haps a proper confidence of one’s. 
felt, is eflential to all extraordinary 
merit. Why fhould we ambitioufly 
afcribe to one mind, évery fpecies 
of human excellence ? 
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[From Mr. Henry’s Memoirs of 


7 LEBERT de Haller, mem- 

ber of the fovereign coun- 
cil of Berne, prefident of the 
ceconomic fociety of that city, and 
ot the univeriity of Gottingen, 
foreign aflociate of the academy of 
{ciences of Paris, and of almott all 
the learned focicties of Europe, was 
born at Berne, on the eighteenth 
day of October, 1708. His father 
was Nicholas de Haller, advocate 
and chancellor of the county of Ba- 
den, defcended from an ancient 
patrician family “of the city of 
Berne ; and his mother Anne-Mary 
Enguel, daughter of cre of the 
members of the fovereign council 
of that republic. 

«Young Haller, in his very early 
infancy, manifeited an uncommon 
genius, activity of mind, and fa- 
cility for labour, together with that 
ftrength of memory, which is fo 
neceflary to thofe who are defirous 
of comprehending many fciences, 
and purtuing thejr great operations; 
and that tafte for forming collec- 
tions, which contributed fo ef- 
fentially to the many valuable works 
which he afterwards publithed. 

** Born of a family which had al- 
ways been diitinguifhed for piety, 
he was ufed, when only four years 
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old, to make fhort exhortations to 
the domeitics, onthe texts of fcrip- 
ture, at the cuttomary family 
prayers, When nine years old, he 
had compofed, tor his own ufe, a 
Chaldaic grammar, a Hebrew and 
Greck lexicon, and alfo an hiftori- 
cal dictionary, containing more than 
two thoufand articles, extracted 
from thofe of Moreri and Bayle. 
Thefe colleétions he continued till 
his departure for the univerfity, at 
which period, the work was grown 
to a very confiderable extent; but 
he fupprefied it afterwards, as be- 
ing unequal to his ideas, Thefe 
premature talents were not the effe@ 
of his education; the mode of 
which was very unfavourable to 
their improvement. Young Hal- 
ler’s father was apprehenfive that 
his fon’s eagernefs to learn every 
thing, would be productive of only 
fuperficial knowledge; nor would 
thefe fears have been ill-founded, 
if he had not pofleffed an uncom. 
mon capacity. Urged perhaps by 
thefe motives, the advocate placed 
him under the tuition of a precep- 
tor, who, though he poffeffed fufli- 
cieyt knowlege of the languages, 
derived his principal credit from the 
perfecution to which he had beep 

expofed 
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expofed by his religious opinions. 
‘; his man’s behaviour to his pupil 
was ftern and fevere, though his 
feeble conftitution, and ardour for 
ftudy, only required indulgence and 
proper direétion.— 

‘+ M. de Haller was only thirteen 
ycats old, when he lott his father, 
who intended him for the church, 
and whofe property was almoft 
wholly confined to the appointments 
of hisplaces. But by loling his ta- 
ther and his fortune, he acquired 
the liberty of chuling the objects 
of his ftudies, and became acquainted 
with the neceflity of food ng en- 
tirely on himfelf. Nay, perhaps it 
was to thefe misfortunes, that he 
owed both his talents and iub/equent 
exalted reputation, 

*+ He was placed fer fome time at 
the public fchool, where he gave 
many proofs of early genius and 
yacommon abilities. He  pafied 
through his claiical examinations 


before the age that is prefcribed, 
and he tranilated into Greek the 
theme which was required of him 


only in Latin. After cighteen 
months fpent in this flow and con- 
firained mode of inftruction, he ob- 
tained leave to pafs fome time at 
Bienne, with the father of one of 
his {fchool-fellows, who was a ce- 
lebrated phyfician, and from whom 
he hoped to rece ve fome lights on 
the itudy of nature; but this new 
matter was enthufiaftically attached 
to the fyftems of Deicartes, and 
conforimabic to them was the initruc- 
tion his pupil received. The young 
ftudent therefore preferred the fic- 
tions of poetry to thofe of philofo- 
phy ; as frequently men of genius 
prefer the reading a mere romance, 
to a hittory mixed with fables. At 
this time he compofed feveral 
poems; and the houfe, where he 
refided, having taken fire, he rufhed 
into the midit of the flames to fave 


,. 
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his verfes, and having carried them 
off, congratulated himfelf on the 
prefervation of what he then et- 
teemed his moft valuable treafures. 

‘* Philofophy, however, foon 
prevailed; and within the fpace of 
one year only, after this event, his 
mind had arrived at fuch a ftate of 
maturity, that he had the refolution 
to condemn to the flames, the fame 
poems, which he had faved, the 
preeeding year, atthe hazard of his 
life. Among thefe poems were 
many fatires; a {pecies of compof- 
tion tor which M. de Haller had al- 
ready fhewn confiderable talents. — 

** The time now arrived when 
our young ftudent was to chufe his 
fituation ; he withed to inveftigate 
nature, and he made choice of the 
only profeffion which would allow 
him to devote himfelf to that ftudy 
without referve, viz, that of phy- 
lic, — 

‘* Towards the end of the year 
1723, he went to Tubingen, where 
he continued his ftudies, with un- 
remitted ardour, under Camerarius 
and Duvernoi, and gave public 
proofs of the progrefs he made un- 
der thefe proicflurs. 

‘* His travels commer.ced at the 
age of fixteen, and the full liberty 
he enjoyed at fuch an early period, 
might have been attended with 
danger, had it not been obviated 
by a fingular circumftance. The 
great concourfe of young men, 
who frequent the German univer- 
fities, are left too much tothcir own 
direction. Haller, having entered, 
with his fellow-ftudents at ‘Tubin- 
gen, intoa party in adebauch, the 
excefles to which he was a witnefs, 
gave him a falutary difguft to them. 
From this moment, he renounced 
wine for ever, thathe might be cer- 
tain to avoid the abufe of it; and 
in order to guard more mycoes } 
from feduction, he thought himfelf 

obliged 





obliged to obferve a rigorous feve- 
rity in his manners. 
» ** Attracted by the diftinguifhed 
seputation of Boerhaave, he pro- 
1 ceeded to Leyden, where he ar- 
i| rivedin May 1725. Here he met 
a with every thing, that could be 
i agreeable to a mind intent on the 
acquifition of fcience. And Boer- 
haave, who divided his time be- 
tween his academical leétures and 
medical confultations, fhewed him 
all the regard that was due to fuch 
rare abilities and eminent merit. 
if Here he found an anatomical 
i i theatre, well fupplied with fubjects; 
4 cabinets of natural hiftory ; a very 
extenfive library; and, in fhort, 


ra every thing, which could eneourage 
Ta and invite to ftudy. Albinus, 
he though a young man, had given 

‘h proots of his talents for anatomy ; 


F and the famous Ruyfch, the inven- 
tor of anatomical injections, was 
ftill living at Amfterdam, where he 
continued his labours at the age of 
ninety. M. de Haller availed him- 

‘ felf of all thefe advantages. But 

: his health being impaired, he was 

“a obliged to take a journey, into 

- Lower Germany, in company with 

two of his friends. On his return 
S to Leyden, he took the degree of 
' doétor in phyfic. The thefis which 

; he compofed on this occafion, dif- 
4 played the knowledge he had ac- 

{ quired in anatomy, and proclaimed 
J him as an obferver capable of en- 
$ riching that fcience with many im- 
| rtant difcoveries. The fubje& of 
‘h it was the pretended difcovery of a 

| falivary duct by Cowitz, the falfity 
| of which, Mefirs. Duvernoi and 

i Haller expofed both by diffections of 

mi | brutes and human bodies. 

a » In the year 1727, he went to 
England, where he was _particu- 
larly connected with fir Hans 
Sloane, who had, at that time, 
formed a very confiderable collec. 


a nd 
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tion of natural curiofities ; and he 
had the pleafure of becoming ac- 
_—, with Meffrs. Plumtree, 

hefelden, and Douglas: men dif. 
tinguifhed throughout Europe, for 
their profeffional abilities. Having 
vifited Oxford, from Fngland he 
pafied over toFrance, where he re- 
mained but a fhort time. A body, 
which he was diffecting at Paris, 
became offentive to one of his 
neighbours, who informed againft 
him. Knowing the feverity of the 
laws againft thofe who take up 
dead bodies, by an error, into which 
a ftranger might eafily fall, he 
imagined that they equally ex- 
tended to the anatomift who dif- 
fected thofe bodics. He deter. 
mined, therefore, to quit acountry, 
where the refearch alter truth ap- 
peared to expofe the inquirer to 
fuch greatdanger. From hence he 
went to Bafil, where he ftudied ma- 
8 agaae under John Bernoul- 
i 

«« At Bafil alfo, he firft began to 
ftudy botany, to which he had 
hitherto profefied an avertion. But 
excited, as he himfelf tells us, by 
the genius of the place, where the 
celebrated Bauhine had refided, and 
by the example of his friend M. 
Stahalin, he cultivated the fcience 
with fuch profpect of foccefs, that 
he even beganto lay the plan of 
the work he afterwards completed 
and publifled, under the title of 
Enumeratio Methodica Stirpium 
Helvetie Indivenarum, &c. at a 
time when he declares, he fearcely 
knew the moft common plants. 

* M, de Haller returned to his 
own coidntry, aboutthe year 173¢ ; 
he was then in his twenty-fecond 
year. The fciencies being, at that 
time, lefs generally known and 


efteemed than at prefent ; fo ftrong 
an attachment to ftudy, and fo la- 
borious a way of lite, would ap- 

pear 
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pear fingular in the eyes of his 
young friends, who paffed too much 
of their time in idle parfuits ; and 
he was expofed to that raillery, 
which too often fucceeds in re- 
prefling the firft efforts of a young 
man, and ftifling, in its birth, the 
noble ambition of acquiring dif- 
tinction. But he was too firmly 
attached to literature and philofo- 
phy to be affected by fuch ridicule, 
and he continued refolute and ar- 
dent in his refearches. His taite 
for poetry now alfo returned, or ra- 
ther he became a poet a fecond 
time; but fuch as a_ philofopher 
ought to be, who had been long oc- 
cupied in profound tludies.— 

** But the charms of poctry were 
not fufficiently alluring to detach 
M. Haller from the more fevere 
and ufeful itudies. He only cul- 


tivated the Mufes in his folitary 
walks, in thofe hours of the night, 
when fleep forfook him, and during 


thofe recefies from labour, with 
which his ftate of health fometimes 
forced him to comply. At fuch 
feafons, his aétive difpofition ime 
pelled him to fubject thofe grand, 
pleafing, and affecting ideas, which 
arofe in his mind, to the laws of 
metre and the trammels of rhyme, 
His immenfe labours in anatomy, 
the attentive obfervation which dif- 
ferent difeafes require, the neceflary 
{ubfequent reflections, together with 
confultations on a great variety 
of cafes, employed a large fhare 
of histime. Nor was he idle dur- 
ing thofe hours which were not 
devoted to thefe duties. And 
though feparated from his matters, 
his friends, and his competitors, de- 
prived of the affiftances and en- 
couragements to which he had 
been accuftomed, his own private 
cabinet, and-his felect library, fup- 
plied the place of academic aids. 

** Here he laid the foundations 
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of that vaft extent of knowledges, 
which comprehended every {pecies 
of literature. The difcoveries 
every cultivated age and nation, 
were extracted in the courie of his 
reading, which he continued, with 
unremitting attention, during his 
whole life, without being diverted 
from itcither by the viciilitudes of 
fortune, or by any embarrafiment 
of his affairs. — 

** Though his application to the 
ftudy of botany was rendered more 
ditticult to him by a natural defeét 
in his eyes, being thort-fighted, yet 
he was become fo charined with the 
fcience, that in the years 1730, and 
1736, he made feveral botanical 
excurfions. In thefe he vifited the 
higheft mountains of Jura and the 
Alps, afcending their rugged fum- 
mits, and forcing his way as far as 
the Glaciers, though he aflage 
was always attended with fatigue, 
and, often, with imminent danger. 

« Heafterwards travelled through 
the marfhes, and, alfo, through the 
more temperate and chearful parts 
of Switzerland, where the vine- 
yards difp!ay their riches, and adorn 
the piains,—~ 

** Nor was botany the only ob- 
jet of his purfuits in thefe excur- 
fions. His knowledge was equally 
extended to mineralogy, zoology, 
and to all the other branches of 
natural hiftory.— 

** In 1734, the republic of Berne 
eftablifhed a public amphitheatre, 
where he taught anatomy. Not- 
withftanding his youth, he was ap- 
pointed phytician to an hofpital ; and 
was alfo entruited with the care of 
arranging the public library and the 
cabinet of medals. In the firf 
eer that he undertook this office, 

e formed a regular catalogue of all 
the books, and examined, and 
placed, in their chronological order, 
five thoufand antique medals. 


** He 
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‘¢ He was, however, called to 
quit hiscountry. George II. king 
of Great Britain, and elector of 
Hanover, being defirous of pro- 
moting the profperity of the uni- 
verfity of Gottingen, invited M. 
de Haller, and eftablifhed there for 
him an anatomical, botanical, and 
furgical profeflorfhip.— 

*¢ He accepted the invitation of 
the king of Great Britain: it was 
at the expence of abandoning his 
native country; of renouncing the 
title, or rather the enjoyment of the 
rights, of a free citizen; and of 
tearing from her family and coun- 
try, ayoung wife, whofe perfonal 
qualities had captivated his heart, 
who had borne him three children, 
and who, by the (weetnefs of man- 
ners, with which fhe adopted his 
tafte and purfuits, formed the prin- 
cipal happinels of his life. But the 
facrifice was neceflary : at Berne he 
could net hope tor fuch immediate 
advantages to fecure the fortune of 
his children. His youth would 
prevent him, for along time, from 
obtaining any places of confequence, 
which he might hope to enjoy, in 
the government. He _ perceived 
that it was itll remembered, that 
he had fliewn a talent for fatiric 
poetry ; and though he had burnt 
his fatires, they were not forgotten 
by his enemies and rivals.— 

‘* Having fixed his refolution, 
and arranged his affairs, he bade 
adicu to his country and friends, 
and fet out on his journey to Got- 
tingen. The intirm ftate of his 
health, and the difficulty of con- 
veying fuch young children, ina 
ftrange and remote country, ren- 
dered their travelling very trouble- 
fome and fatiguing ; and it termi- 
nated in, what moit fenfibly af- 
fected his heart, the lofs of his dear 
Marianne, who died, at the in- 
flant of their arrival, of the confe- 
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quence of fome injury the received 
by the overturning of the car- 
riage. 

*« M. Haller entered on his new 
employments in a very dejeéted 
ftate of mind; and he experienced 
the want of that confolation which 
his relations and friends might have 
afforded him. In the vigour of 
life, the application of the mental 
faculties to fome interefting object, 
affords the moft certain means of 
weakening the impreffions of grief. 
His efforts to divert his thoughts 
by labour, were favoured by very 
encouraging circumftances. The 
efteem of his colleagues, increafed 
in proportion, as his talents and 
y ser teen became more known. 

nd the regency of Hanover gave 
him a fenfible proof of their appro- 
bation, by inviting to Gottingen 
one of his friends, the learned Mr. 
Huber of Baiil, to affit him in his 
firtt effays.— 

‘* Notwithftanding thefe impor- 
tant employments, the feventeen 
years which M. Haller fpent at 
Gottingen, were thofe, in which 
he executed his great undertakings ; 
and during this period, his fuperior 
literary reputation was acquired, 
He feleéted phyfiology as the prine 
cipal object of his ftudies.— 

‘* M. de Haller was not unin- 
formed, that this fcience, having 
been long devoted to the fpirit of 
fyftem, had become fufpicious to 
philofophical phyficians; but thefe 
objections were what he propofed 
to obviate. He enandeal the 
hope of rendering phyfiology as 
certain as any other phyfical fci- 
ence: a fcience by which philofo- 
phers might learn the knowled 
of man, and where phyficians might 
find a bafis on which they might 
fupport their practice. 

** To this end, it was neceflary 
to endeavour to eflablifh phyfiology 

on 
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on an exact anatomy of man and 
other animals ; by the latter of 
which fo many Bile overies have 
been made concerning the animal 
ceconomy of our own  fpecies, 
which had not been revealed by the 
ftudy of the human body. It was 
neceffary to banith, from phyfiology 

both that metaphyfical jargon, 
which has long ferved in all the 
{ciences, to cover real ignorance 
under fcientific words, and thofe 
theories, whether mathematical or 
chemical, which have been rejected 
even by mathematicians and che- 
mifts ; and areconftantly made ufe 
of with 4 much more confidence, 
or adopted with greater refpect, in 
proportion as the matters or fcholars 
are more completely ignorant of the 
foundations on which they have 


been erected. It was neceflary to 


fubftieute to all thefe fyitems, ge- 
neral facts, eftablifhed by obferva- 
tion and experiment ; 


to poffefs fa- 
gacity to lay hold of thefe facts ; 
to confent to confefs ignorance of 
their caufes, and to acknowledge, 
that, in all the fciences, there are 
bounds beyond which it is doubtful 
whether the human mind will ever 
be able to penetrate, but which ir, 
affuredly, cannot pafs, but by the af- 
fiftance of time and a long courfe of 
labour. 

** Such was the plan which our 
profeffor had formed ; and he pur- 
fued it with that aétivity and fuccefs, 
which he has exhibited in his other 
works, as an accurate and profound 
natural phHofopher. He was fo 
truly original in phyfiology, that, 
even in his life-time, his cotempora- 
ries and rivals placed him in the 
firft rank of clatlic authors. 

** But it was not till after he had 
examined, in the numerous fuite of 
memoirs, the important and dif- 
ficult queftions concerning refpira- 
tion, the circulation of the blood, 
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generation, and the formation of 
the bones, that he thought himéelf 
qualified to comprehend phytiology 
in its full extent: and even thea 
his firit edition bore the modett title 
of a mere effay. Nor was it rill 
after thirty years of labour and in- 
menfe refearches, that he thought 
himfelf juftified in bettowing on his 
work the title it merited. — 

The work in which M. Haller 
publithed his difcoveries, formed 
the era of a revolution in anatomy, 
It taught us that there exifts inthe 
living body a particular powet, 
which may be regarded as the im- 
mediate principle of motion, as a 
quality diffufed through the organs, 
which enables them all to perform 
their refpective functions. And his 
difciples boafted that phyfiology, 
which had too long been built on 
metaphylical and uncertain ideas, 
might now be ereéted on the bafis 
of general fact, and verified by ex- 
periment. 

** ‘The publication of this theory 
was, however, productive of much 
controverfy. M. Hailer defended 
his opinions with ability and crn- 
dour. And if we do not fubferibe 
implicitly to his doctrines, we mutt 
at leaft admire the temper with 
which he conducted the difpute. 

** But though the difference in 
opinion of other anatomitts, gave 
him no uneafinefs, the difcoveries, 
relative to irritability, were the oc- 
cafion of very poignant chagrin to 
their author. On this property of 
animated matter, Lametrie laid the 
foundation of a fyitem of mate- 
rialifm ; and he pleaied himfelf in 
dedicating his book to Haller, and 
declaring that to him he owed the 
acquifition of the great rruths which 
it contained, M. de Haller was 
finccrely attached to religion, from 
his infancy: he confidered Lame- 
trie’s jocularity as a ferious infult : 

ap 
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and obferved, with horror, that he 
was held up to Europe, as a favou- 
rer of materialifm, or, at lea{t, as 
the inventor of principles which 
ferved asa balis for that do¢trine. 
Neither the refpect which he had 
conftantly declared for Chriftianity, 
in all his works, nor his mode of 
life, fo conformable to the pre- 
cepts of the Golpel, fecmed fufficient 
to fecure him again{t this imputa- 
tion. He complained of it bitterly. 
Lametrie, in his anfwer, aflumed 
the fame tone: and Haller had pre- 
pared to publifha very long and fe- 
rious refutation of the charge, 
when he was informed of the death 
of his antagonift, and difcovered, 
that, deceived by an excefs of de- 
licacy, which was doubtlefs laud- 
able, he, alone, had been made the 
dupe of Lametrie’s irony. — 

** Having undertaken to teach 
botany at Gottingen, Haller torm- 
ed a catalogue of the plants in the 
garden of thatcity, and in this he 
principally explained his own fy {tem 
of botany. — ; 

«* Few botanifts have adopted his 
fyfiem; but in his defcription of 
the plants, which he had obferved 
on the fummits of the Alps, the 
accuracy and beautiful execution of 
the plates which adorn the work, 
the deep knowlege of the author, 
and e‘pecially the indetatigable pa- 
tience, the activity and courage 
which enabled him to furmount the 
many difficulties and dangers of fuch 
an enterprize, are univerfally ad- 
mired.— 

*¢ Befides Haller’s _ principal 
works as a philofopher, he formed 
the project of four bibliothecas, viz. 
of anatomy, botany, furgery, and 
the practice of medicine. He pub- 
lithed his firft eflay of this kind in 
a commentary on the method of 
ftudying Boerhaave’s fy{tem of me- 
dicine. In this, in order to fpare 


his readers the tedioufnefs of a long 
lit of opinions on a great number 
of authors, in which it would have 
been difficult to have avoided either 
a famenefs or affectation, he con- 
trived to dittinguifh the propore 
tionate merit of theie authors by a 
greater or fmaller number of af- 
teriiks: and in this lift he compres 
hended even living writers. We 
may reafonably fuppofe that very 
few ot thefe learned men were 
content with the number of their 
afteritks ; though we cannot pres 
tend to fay how far this freedom of 
Haller. increafed the lift of his 
enemies and critics. — 

«¢ M. de Haller hazarded, at this 
time, his importance and his repofe, 
He was fenfible of the rifk, but he 
did not hefitate. In delivering thefe 
opinions, his end was to determine 
what guides fhould be chofen by 
young men who defign to enter into 
a proteffion, in which the lives of 
their fellow-creatures are intrufted 
to their care ; and he efteemed this 
to be one of thofe circumftances, 
in which the refolution to expofe 
ourfelves to that hatred, which is 
often excited by the wounds given 
to felf-love, may deferve to be con. 
fidered as a virtue. 

** In order to compofe thefe four 
bibliothecas, it was neceflary not 
ouly to form extra¢ts of every thing 
that was ufeful in the books he had 
read, but that he fhould alfo give in 
a few words the fubftance, character 
and merit of the feveral works, 
This talent implies in the critic not 
only a mind equally correét and re- 
gular, butalfo the art of expretling 
his opinions with propriety and con- 
cifenefs. 

** A review of new publications 
had been jor fome time carried on 
at Gottingen, by a few private per- 
fons. It appeared, to M. de Hal- 


ler, of futiicient confequence to 
merit 
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merit the attention of fuperior 
conduétors; and, under his au- 
fpices, and with his affiftance, the 
execution of it was undertaken by 
the members of the fociety.— 

‘* In the whole circle of medical 
fcience, in natural hittory, phyfics, 
chemiftry, metallurgy, and eco- 
nomics, he undertook to review the 
different articles, and executed the 
tafk in fuch a manner, that if his 
original works had not already 
evinced the amazing extent of his 
erudition, it would have been fully 
difplayed in this literary journal. 

‘* He excelled, more particular- 
ly, asa reviewer of two kinds of 
writing. The firft comprehended 
accounts of travels and voyages in- 
to remote countries, including de- 
fcriptions of climates and foils very 
different from our own, and of the 
genius, difpofition, and manners of 
the people. — 

“ The other clafs confifted of 
collections of memoirs, on different 
fubjects, fuch as the tranfactions of 
the various academies and focicties 
for the promotion of literature and 
philofophy. In his criticifms on 
thefe papers he delivered his judg- 
ment in fo fuperior a manner, that 
the reader muft immediately per- 
ceive him tobe a complete matter 
of every fubject he invettigated. 

‘“* His criticifms on hiftorical writ- 
ings were alfo important and ju- 
dicious. He was particularly con- 
verfant with the French and Englith 
hiftorians, and feverely centured 
the levity which pervades the 
writings of the former. He was 
fo intimately acquainted with the 
conftitution arid government of 
Great Britain, its hittory and laws, 
that few of its inhabitants poflefs a 
more accurate knowlege. of thofe 
fubjects. His loyalty to the king, 
and attachment to the royal family, 
and indeed his partiality in favour 

ro) 


of the Britith nation, in general, 
were frequently evinced in his ftric- 
tures on modern hiftorians. 

** Nor was his attention confined 
to the more important concerns of 
literature. So verfatile was his 
application, that he even conde- 
feended to read and criticife ro- 
mances, and other frivolous publi- 
cations, which, at firit light, might 
appear unworthy his attention ; but 
ferved, perhaps, efpecially in his 
more advanced years, to amufe and 
relax his mind, after the fatigue of 
more arduous ftudies. He alfo pro- 
cured tranflations, into the German 
language, of the beit foreign books, 
and embcllifhed them by prefaces, 
which were, frequently claborate 
and replete with initru¢étion, — 

*¢ He availed himfelf of his 
credit with the king of Great Bri- 
tain, to procure feveral ufeful in- 
ftitutions for the univerfity, over 
which he prefided. Amongft thefe 
was afchool for furgery 5 an wca- 
demy of fciences ; a hofpital for ly- 
ing-in-women, in which the art of 
midwifery is taught ; a collection of 
anatomical preparations; and a 
fchool for delizn, where the pupils 
were inftructed to delineate, with 
precifion and truth, all the objects 
of natural hiftory. ‘This laft in- 
ftitution is hitherto the only one of 
its kind; whereas, academics of 
painting are very numerous.— 

‘¢ By Haller’s folicitation, the 
regency of Gottingen was prevailed 
on to build a reformed church for 
the ule of the profeffors and ttudents 
of the proteftant perfuafion, and 
he undertook the care of fuperin- 
tending the erection of the edifice. 

** The intereit which he felt in 
promoting the knowlege of natural 
hifiory, induced him to join, with 
other literary men, in a project for 
fending Mr. Mylius to travel in 
America, for the purpofe of making 
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obfervations and collections. This 
ufeful defign was patronifed by fe- 
veral princes, and though it was 
firit deferred by the levity, and af- 
terwards totally defeated by the 
death of this ingenious young man, 
M. de Haller mutt be allowed con- 
fiderable merit in having zealoufly 
fupported a fcheme, which has 
been fince put in execution with fo 
much fuccefs. 

«¢ The numerous fervices he had 
performed to the city of Gottingen, 
merited the rewards of his fove- 
reign, who beheld his projects for 
rendering that place-flourithing and 

pulous, fucceed beyond his hopes. 

is Britannic majeity procured for 
M. Haller the rank of a noble of the 
empire, from the imperial chancel- 
lor; but though he was created a 
baron, and has been generally dif- 
tinguifhed by the title, he always 
declined it.— 

** Few men of learning have re- 
ceived fo many marks of confide- 
ration from their contemporaries as 
M. Haller. He was invited to Ox- 
ford upon the death of the famous 
Dillenius, who had expreffed a with 
upon his death-bed, that Haller 
might fucceed him. When Albinus 
was nominated one of the deputies 
tothe ftates general, his place at 
Utrecht was offered to Haller ; and 
the king of Pruffiaalfo propofed to 
him an ettablifhment at Berlin, oa 
his own conditions. 

‘* He refifted all thefe folicita- 
tions, and, after an abfence of fe- 
venteen years, returned home in 
the year 17$3.— 

*¢ His departure from it had pro- 
duced the effect which might be ex- 

Sed. The fame man, who was 

held with a kind of terror when 
“gm was no fooner gone, but 

e was regarded as the honour and 
glory of his country. On a vifit 
which he made to Berne, in the 


year 1745, he was elected a mentie 
ber of the fovereign council; a title 
which enabled him to fill feveral 
places in the government. One of 
theic tell to him by lot in 1753.— 

** ‘The government of Berne had 
reafon to congratulate themfelves 
on the acquifition of a member fo 
protoundly fkilled in many branches 
of natural philofophy ; and he was 
accordingly employed in thofe de- 
partments where fuch qualifications 
were requifite. 

*¢ ‘The adminiftration of the falt 
works was brought to perfection by 
Haller, not, as might be imagined, 
by increafing the revenue ariling 
from them, but by rendering the 
works lefs burthenfome to the pub. 
lic, By leffening the price of falt, 
he promoted the interefts of the 
people, and he paid a ftri& attention 
to their health, by neglecting no 
means of rendering this neceflary 
article more pure and free from 
adulteration, He diligently at- 
tended to the eftablifhment of an 
hofpital for orphans, where they 
might receive fuch found education, 
as would render them ufeful mem- 
bers to the itate. — 

‘* He likewife laid a plan for a 
fchool, defigned for the education 
of the opulent citizens ; where they 
might be qualified to fill the prin- 
cipal offices of the republic, and 
might be inftruéted, not fo much 
in thofe points, which the gram- 
marians of the feventeenth century 
efteemed the moft efiential branches 
of education, as in thofe which 
the philofophers and men of learn- 
ing, of the prefentage, have judged 
to be efiential to the interefis of 
humanity.— 

*¢ M. de Haller alfo had a feat, 
for fome time, in the fupreme con- 
fiftory, and in the chamber of ap- 
peals for the German part of the 
canton, the fentences of which 
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tribunal can be reverfed only by the 
fovereign council. And, on ac- 
count of the troubles at Geneva, 
and the project approved by the 
French miniftry, of building a 
town and portat Verfoix, on the 
banks of the Lake of Geneva, he 
was appointed, with three other 
members of the grand council, to 
act in conjunction with the fecret 
councilof ftate. He was called on 
to take a part in thefe important con- 
cerns, from the high opinion his 
fellow citizens enterrained of his 
zeal, and he fully juttified their 
confidence by the moft fpirited ex- 
ertions of his abilities. His pen 
was alfo employed in the public fer- 
vice, in drawing up various ftate 
memoirs, and writing letters on 
public occafions. Among other pa- 
pers of pf gory nature, he was the 
author of the dire@tions for pre- 
venting the epidemic diforder among 
the horned cattle, and of the me- 
thods for recovering to life perfons 
who had been drowned or fuffo- 
cated. 

** Unaccuftomed to admit of any 
opinion, without recurring to firit 

rinciples, and collecting all his 
ideas on the fubject by methodically 
committing them to wring, he 
had not been long concerned in the 
government, before he had formed 
a regular and conyplete fyftem of 
political eeconomy. This fyftem 
he delivered in three publications, 
comprifed in the form of ro- 
mances.— 

*¢ His attention, however, to his 
duties as a magiitrate, did not en- 
tirely take him off from his phyfical 
purfuits. His experiments on in- 
cubated eggs were made at Berne ; 
he diligently employed himfelf in 
completing his phyfiology, ar- 
ranging his bibliothecas, and col- 
le€ting his fcattered works under 
different titles; he continued to 

1783. 


fend memoirs to moft of the learned 
focieties of which he was a mem- 
ber: it would be too tedious to re- 
cite the tiles ef thefe papers; but 
fuch was their merit, that they 
would of themfelves furnith mas 
terials for the eulogium of any 
other perfon. He aifo furnithed 
the fupplements to the Encyclope- 
die, with articlesonthe fubje&s of 
anatomy, medicine and phyfiology. 
That extenfive knowlege, and deep 
penetration, which dittinguifh all 
his phyfical works, are {till more 
{triking in thefe articles, in which 
the nature of his work obliged him 
to infert a greater number of ideas 
in a {mall compafs, andthe reader 
is at onee altonifhed at the preci- 
fion and elegance of his ftyles In 
fome {mall tra¢ts which he wrote in 
French, we difcovera gravity and 
firength of diction, joined to a 
purity of language, and propricty 
of expreffion, which would have 
been meritorious even in a French- 
man, «ud cannot be fufficiently ad- 
mired in a foreigner; and he enjoy- 
ed the peculiar diftinction of being a 
great poet in the German, and aa 
eminent profe writer in the French 
language. — 

«* As perpetual prefident of the 
academy of Gottingen, he remitted 
not, during his abfence, his atten- 
tion to their interefts. And his 
Britannic majefty, on the death of 
M.de Mofheim, offered Haller the 
chancellorfhip of the univerfity. 
Being warmly folicited by the re 
gency of Hanover to accept of that 
office, and divided betwen his ate 
tachment to his country, and thé 
proper gratitude he owed to his 
royal patron, he communicated the 
offers that had béen made him, to 
the fovereign council of Berne. 
The republic, défirous of retaining, 
and fixing him more firmly to the 
fervice of the ftate, affured him of 
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their with, and fettled a penfion on 
him for hislife. He preferred this 
invitation to the greater advantages 
he might have received abroad ; 
and made ufe of it as an apology to 
the regency of Hanover. His Bri- 
tannic majefly himfelf having writ- 
ten to the republic todemand him, 
the propofal was declined in a man- 
ner the mott fatisfactory to him. 

“¢ He afterwards excufed himfclf 
tolord Marfhal Keith, who in the 
name of the king of Pruffia offered 
him the chancellorfhip of the uni- 
verfity of Halle, vacant by the 
death of the celebrated Wolf ; and 
likewife to count d’Orlow, who pro- 

fed to him an eftablifhment at 
eterfburgh. ‘The king of Sweden 
fent him the order of the Polar 
Star, and the warm terms, in which 
M. Ic count de Scheffer affured him 
of the efteem of his majeity, ad- 
ded to the value of the favour. 

*¢ All the learned focieties in 
Europe vied with each other in 
evincing their regard for him. 
The aeademy of fciences at Paris, 
who can only difpofe of eight 
places in favour of foreigners, be- 
flowed one of them on M. Haller 
in 1754, and the count d’Argenfon 
acquainted him of his nomination. 
No lefs than thirteen other literary 
academics or focieties, after his re- 
turn to Berne, were defirous of in- 
ferting his name in the lift of their 
members. 

** Such was the efteem with 
which he was regarded wherever the 
fciences were cultivated, that all 
firangers, even the fovereign prin- 
ces who travelled into Switzerland, 
paid a kind of homage to his repu- 
tatign and learning, by perfonally 
viliting him. During his laft ill- 
nefs, he was honoured by the com- 
pany of that illuftrious traveller, the 
emperor of Germany, who remain- 
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ed aconfiderable time with him is 
familiar converfation. 

** M. de Haller was born with a 
delicate conttitution, which he had 
ftrengthened by temperance.— 

* It has been already mentioned 
that he was fubject to inflammatory 
diforders, and he had alfo fuffered 
feveral attacks of the gout ; but in 
the lait years of his lite be was af- 
flicted with a difeafe in his bladder, 
which proved fatal to him, after a 
long continued feries of moft excrue 
ciating pain. Opium was the only 
medicine that afforded him any 
relief ; and if it muft be allowed 
that it fhortened his days, it cer- 
tainly mitigated the torments of the 
latter part of his life. It was even 
happy for him that opium, which 
generally benumbs or difturbs our 
taculties, did not deprive him of the 
power to purfue his dtudies. But 
a few days before his death, he 
employed himfelf in his favourite 
occupation of re-touching his works; 
and though reduced for along time 
to the neceflity of confining himfelf 
to his houfe, and even to his room, 
he continued to enjoy the fociety of 
his friends. And in this fituation 
he received the beft recompence of 
a good father of a family, in : affec- 
tionate and conftant attention of his 
wife and children, 

“* In the midit of thefe fufferings, 
he put the finifhing band to his 
phyfiology ; and he drew up a re- 
gular journal of his diforder, which 
he fent to the academy of Gottin- 

en.— 

** M. de Haller perceived the 
approach of death, and confiding 
firmly inthat God whomrhe had faith- 
fully ferved, and prepared to render 
to him an account of a life which had 
been fpent in the ftudy of nature, 
andin doing good to his fellow-crea~ 
tures, he looked forward to his dif- 
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folution without difmay or im- 
patience. 

‘¢ He defired his friend and phy- 
fician, M. Roffelet, not to conceal 
from him his real fituation ; and 
this gentleman ventured to tell him 
that the autumn of 1777 would pro- 
bably be the period of his exittence. 
Haller exhibited no figns of fear at 
the information; continued his 
ufual modes of life; and in his latt 
moments employed himfelf in mark- 
ing the decay of his organs. He 
felt his pulfe from time to time: 
‘+ My friend,” faid he, to M. Rof- 
felet, with great tranquillity, “ the 
artery no longer beats,” and imme- 
diately he expired. He was ga- 
thered to his fathers, at the age of 
fixty-nine years, on the 12th day 
of December, 1777. Humanity 
had, in this year, reafon to deplore 
the lofs of feveral extraordinary 
men, who feemed born to explain 
ordefend her rights. In lefs than 
eight months fhe lott Juffieu, Hal- 
ler, Linnzus, Voltaire, and Rouf- 
feau. Surely never was there an 
era equally tatal to fcience and lite- 
rature, nor did they ever, in fo 
fhort a fpace of time, experience 
fuch great and multiplied loffes. 

“ M. de Haller was moft ayree- 
able in converfation. His elocu- 
tion was free, ftrong, and concife ; 
and his knowlege moft diftinguith- 
edly diverfified. His immenfe read- 
ing, fertile and faithful memory, 
and found judgment, gave fatisfac- 
tion to men of all difpofitions. He 
was fuperior to the affectation of 
wit ; and difdained to make a pa- 
rade of the knowlege he poffefled, 
His foul was gentle, and his heart 
replete with fenfibility.— 

** Religion was the object of his 
moft ferious inquiries, even froin 
his earlieft youth. — z 

*¢ Perfuaded of a future life, he 
waited with confidence for that con- 


fummation which fhall diffipate the 
mifts of human wifdem, and dif- 
play to us the univerfe fuch as it 
actually is, by the light of a new 
liminary, emanating trom the di- 
vinity himfelt,—Ie was impoffible 
that a fpirit thus elevated, and 
conflantly employed in refearches 
after truth, could neglect to inquire 
into that moft important one, the 
relivion of his anceftors and of his 
country. Convinced of the reality 
of revelation, by diligently fludy- 
ing the fcriptures, he could not be- 
hold, with indifference, any attacks 
on this fundamental. law, this 
ftrongeft band of fociety ; and, at 
atime, when other illuftrious men 
prottituted their fame and talents ia 
making dangerous attacks upon res 
figion, he thought it his duty to em 
ter the lifts as her avowed champion 
and defender. 

‘* Few learned men have been 
born with fo aétive a difpofition, 
and few have loft fo little time as 
Haller. His life was fpent in his, 
library, furrounded by his pupils, 
by his friends, by his fellow citi« 
zens, his children and his wife, 
whom he had infpired with a tafte 
for the fciencés, and who all were 
employed, under his infpection, 
either in making extracts from 
books, or delineating plants and 
animals. 

“ A confiderable increafe in hie 
bulk, wedk eyes, and the habit 
of writing in fo {mall a character, 
as to be almoft illegible, neceflarily 
rendered application to literary pur- 
fuits more dificult. Yet fo abfolute 
was the dominion of his taile for 
ftudy, that he sould not abftair 
from writing and reading, without 
referve, immediately after his meals, 
and at unfeafonable hours of the 
night. His impatience waseven fo 
great under the conftraiged abfti- 
nence from thefe purfuits, which 
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ficknefs fometimes occafioned, that 
he appeared more anxious to cur- 
tail the duration, than to cradicate 
the principles of his malady. Nay, 
fuch was his activity, that once, 
when he had broken his right arm, 
the furgeon, when vifiting him the 
next morning, was furprifed to find 
him writing, with fufficieut facility, 
with his left hand. And it is fur- 
prifing, that with fuch intenfe ap- 
plication, he fhould arrive at fo ad- 
vanced an age: for his whole life 
was, in the ftricteft fenfe, one con- 
tinued facrifice of his pleafures and 
health to his love of fcience. 

“* M. de Haller was, in his per- 
fon, tall and well proportioned. 
His countenance, which had ac- 

uired a ferious caft, from his thort 
ight, andthe habitual tenfion of 
his mufcles, was full of expreifion, 
and changed in proportion to the 
degree of energy in the ideas which 
eccupied his mind, 

«© M. de Haller had eleven chil- 


“a ~ 


dren. One of his fons, who isa 
member of the fovereign council of 
Berne, treads in the fleps of his fa- 
ther, ard, like him, is occupied in 
the cultivation of fcience, and the 
fervice of his country. : 

“* M. Haller’s place, as a fo- 
reign aflociate, in the French aca- 
demy of fciences, was fupplied by 
M. Tronchin, who had likewite 
been a difciple of the celebrated 
Boerhaave — 

‘¢ His valuable library, confifting 
of 13512 volumes, on the fubjects 
of anatomy, furgery, the practice 
of phyfic, botany and natural hif- 
tory, including his diaries, herba- 
ria viva, and near 150 manufcripts, 
moftly written with his own hand, 
was offered to fale to fome of the 
London bookfellors, a number of 
whom agreed to unite in treating 
furit. But before they had taken 
any farther meafures, it was pur- 
chafed by that truly patriotic mo- 
narch, the emperor of Germany.” 





Various PARTICULARS of the LIFE of SIR JOHN PRINGLE. 


(Extra&ted from Dr. Krpprs’s Life of that Gentleman, prefixed to the 
late Edition of Str Joun’s Six Discourses, delivered before the 


Royal Society, on Six Annual Afiig 


Medal. } 


* C'IR John Pringle was born at 

Stichel-Houfe, in the county 
of Roxburgh, North Britain, on 
the roth of Aptil, 1707. His fa- 
ther was fir John Pringle of Stichel, 
barenct, and his mother, whofe 
name was Magdalen Eliott, was 
fifter to fir Gilbert Eliorr, of Stobs, 
baronet. Both the families from 
which he defcended were very an- 
tient and honourable ones in the 
fouth of Scotland, 2nd were in great 
efteem for their attachment to the 
feligion and liberties of their coun- 
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try, and for their piety and virtue 
in private life. He was the young- 
eft of feveralfons, three of whom, 
befides himfelf, arrived to years of 
maturity. His grammatical educa- 
tion he received at home, under a 
private tutor; and after wet. 
made fuch a progrefs as qualific 
him for academical ftudies, he was 
removed to the univerfity of St. 
Andrews, where he was put under 
the immediate care of Mr. Francis 
Pringle, profeflur of Greek in the 
college, and a near relation of his. 
father. 
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futher. Having continued here 
fome years, he went to Edinburgh, 
in October 1727, for the purpofe of 
ftudying phytic, that being the pro- 
feflion which he was now determined 
to follow. At Edinburgh, how- 
ever, he ftayed only one year, the 
reafon of which was, that he was 
defirous of going to Leyden, at that 
time the moft celebrated fchool of 
medicine in Europe. Dr. Boerhaave, 
who had fo eminently contributed 
to bring that univerfity into reputa- 
tion, wasconfiderably advanced in 
years ; and Mr. Pringle was unwil- 
ing, bydelay, to expofe himfelf to 
the danger of lofing the benefit of 
that great man’s lectures. — 

« Whilfi he ftudied at Leyden, 
he contracted an intimate friendfhip 
with Van Swieten, who afterwards 
became fo famous at Vienna, both 
by his practice and writings. Van 
Swieten was not only Mr. Pringle’s 
acquaintance and fellow ftudent at 
the univerfity, but alfo his phy- 
fician, when he happened to be feiz- 
ed there with a fit of ficknefs. Ne- 
verthelefs, he did not owe his re- 
covery to his friend’s advice: for 
Van Swieten having refufed to give 
him the bark, another prefcribed it, 
and Mr, Pringle was cured. When 
he had gone through his proper 
courfe ot ftudies at Leyden, he was 
admitted, on the zoth of July, 
1730, to his doctor of phytic’s de- 
gree. His inaugural differtation, 
which, according to cuftom, was 
printed, was ide marcore fenili ;” 
and his diploma was figned, befides 
the other profeffors of the univer- 
fity, by Boerhaave, Albinus, and 
Gravefande; names of great cele- 
brity, not ‘only in the medical 
world, but among the learned in 
general. 


** Upon section Leyden, Dr. 


_ Pringle fettled asa phyfician at Edin- 


‘burgh, where he gained the ef- 


teem of the magiftrates of the citys 
and of the profetiors of the colleges 
by his abilities and good conduct 
Though his ftudies might princi- 
pally be confined to his own profef- 
tion, this was not fo entirely the cafe, 
but that he could find time for 
paying a confiderable degree of at- 
tention to other objects, and parti- 
cularly to thofe highly important 
ones, natural religion and morality. 
Such, it is certain, was his known 
acquaintance with ethical fubjects, 
that, on the 28th of March, 1734, 
he was appointed, by the magittrates, 
and council of the city of Edin- 
burgh, to be joint profeflor of 
pneumatics and moral philofophy 
with Mr, Scott, during the faid Mr, 
Scott’s life, and fole profeffor there- 
of after his deceafe; and, in confee 
quence of this appointment, Dr, 
Pringle was admitted, on the fame 
day, a member of the univerfity.— 

‘¢ Dr. Pringle continued in the 
practice of phyfic at Edinburgh, 
and in performing the obligations of 
his profefforfltip, till 1742, when 
he was appointed phyfician to the 
earl of Stair, who then commanded 
the Britifh army. For this appoint- 
ment he was chiefly indebted to his 
friend Dr. Stevenfon, an eminent 
phyfician at Edinburgh, who had 
an intimate acquaintance with lord 
Stair. — 

«« By the intereft of this noble- 
man, Dr. Pringle was conftituted, 
on the 24th of Auguft 1742, phy- 
fician to the military hofpital in 
Flanders; and it was provided in 
the commilffion, that he thould re- 
ceive a falary of twenty fhillings a 
day, and be entitled to half pay for 
life. Hedid not, on this occafion, 
refiyn his profeflorfhip of moral phi- 
lofophy. The univerfity permit. 
ted him to retain it, and Mefirs, 
Muirhead and Cleghorn were al- 
lowed to teach in bis abfence, The 
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fame indulgence was granted him, 
from year to year, as long as he 
continued to requeft it. 

** The eminent attention which 
Dr. Pringle paid to his duty as an 
army phylfician, is a matter that re- 
quires noenlargement in this place. 
It isa fact fo generally known, and 
fo univerfally acknowleged, that it 
cannot admit ofa debate or a doubt; 
amd were there no other teftimony, 
it would be amply apparent from 
every page of his Treatife on the 
Difeafes of the Army.— 

** At the battle of Dettingen, 
Dr. Pringle was ina coach with 
lord Carteret during the whole time 
of the engagement, and the firua- 
tion they were placed in was dan- 
gerous. They had been taken at 


unawares, and were kept betwixtthe 
fire of the line in front, a French 
battery on the left, anda wood full 
of huffars on the right. The coach 
was occafionally fhilted, to avoid 


being in the eye of the battery. 

*¢ Soon after this event, Dr. Prin- 
gle met with no fimall affliction in 
the retirement of his great friend, 
the earl of Stair, from the army. 
He offered to refign with his noble 

atron; but that generous and li- 
eral minded commander not per- 
mitting him to think of it fora mo- 
ment, he was obliged to content 
himfelf with teflifying his refpeé 
and gratitude to his lordfhip, by 
accompanying him forty miles on 
his returnto England ; after which 
he took leave of him with the ut- 
moft regret. 

** But though Dr. Pringle was 
thus deprived of the immediate pro- 
tection of a nobleman who knew 
and efteemed his worth, his conduct 
in the duties of his ftation procured 
him effectual fupport. He attended 
the army, in Flanders, through 
the campaign of 1744, and fo 
powerfully recommended him{elf to 

Oo 


the duke of Cumberland, that, is 
the fpring following, on, the rth 
of March, he had a commiffion 
from his royal highnefs, appointing 
him phyfician general to his ma- 
jefty’s atone the Low Countries, 
and parts beyond the feas: and on 
the next day he received a fecond 
commiflion from the duke, by which 
he was conitituted phyfician to the 
royal hofpitals in the fame coun- 
tries. 

“« Hitherto Dr. Pringle had not 
been certain whether he might not 
find reafon to return to the duties of 
his ftation at Edinburgh, and to his 
medical practice’in that city.. But 
no fooner was he aflured of the 
promotions we have juit mentioned, 
than he thought proper to refign 
hie protetforthip of Pneumatics and 
Moral Philofophy. 

‘¢ In 1745, he was with the army 
in Flanders, but was recalled from 
that country, in the latter end of 
the year, to attend the forceswhich 
were to be fent againft the rebels in 
Scotland. At this time he had the 
honour of being chofen a fellow of 
the Royal Society. The election 
was on the 30th of Odtober, and 
the fociety had reafon to be pleafed 
with the addition of a member, wha 
was earneftly devoted to the purfuit 
of fcience in general, and who had 
the reputation and intereft of natu- 
ral and experimental philofophy 
particularly at heart. How well he 
incrited the diftin¢tion conferred up- 
on him, will hereafter appear. 

«« Dr. Pringle, at the beginning 
of the year 1746, accompanied, in 
his official capacity, the duke of 
Cumberland in his expedition againk 
the rebels, and remained with the 
forces, after the battle of Culloden, 
tilltheir return to England, in the 
middle of Auguft. We do not find 
that he was in Flanders during any 
part of that year. In 1747 and 748s 
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he again attended the army abroad ; 
andin the autumn of 1748, he em- 
barked with the forces for England, 
upon the conclufion of the treaty 
ot Aix la Chapelle. From that 
time he principally refided in Lon- 
don, where, from his known {kill 
and experience, and the reputation 
he had acquired, he might reafon- 
ably expect to fuccced as a phy- 
fician.— 

** In the month of April, 1749, 
Dr. Pringle was appointed phyfician 
in ordinary to his royal highnefs 
the duke of Cumberland. In 1750, 
he publifhed, in a letter to Dr. 
Mead, * Obfervations on the Jail 
or Hofpital Fever.” This piece, which 
paffed through two editions, and 
was occafioned by the jail-diftemper 
that broke out at that time in the 
city of London, was well received 
by the medical world, though he 
himfelf afterwards confidered it as 
having been haftily written. After 
fupplying fome things that were 
omitted, and reétifying certain mif- 
takes that were made in it, he in- 
cluded it in his grand work on the 
Difeafes of the Army, where it con- 
ftitutes the feventh chapter of the 
third part of that treatife. 

** Tt was in the fame year, that 
Dr. Pringle began to communicate 
to the Royal Society his famous 
** Experiments upon feptic and an- 
tifeptic fubftances, with remarks re- 
lating totheir ufe in the theory of 
medicine.” Thefe experiments, 
which comprehended feveral papers, 
were read at different mectings of the 
fociety ; the firftin June, and the 
two next in the November follow- 
ing: three morein the courfe of the 
1751; and the lait, jin Fe- 

vary, 1752. Only the three firft 
numbers were printed in the Philo- 
fophical Tranfaéctions ; the reafon of 
which was, that Dr. Pringle had 
fubjoined the whole, by way of ap- 


pendix, to his ‘* Obfervations on 
the Dileafes of the Army ;” for it 
is a general rule with the Royal So- 
ciety, to infert, in their journals, 
none of thofe papers which, having 
been read betore them, are atter- 
wards publifhed by the authors them- 
felves. 

‘¢ The experiments upon feptic 
and antifeptic fubsances, which 
have accompanied every fubfequent 
edition of the treatife juit mentioned, 
procured for our ingenious phyfician 
the honour of fir Godtrey Copley’s 
gold medal.  Befides this, they 
gained him ahigh and jutl reputa- 
lion, as an experimental philofo- 
pher ; and, perhaps, have not a lit- 
tle contributed to promote that ar- 
dent fpirit of enquiry into the che- 
mical powers and properties of nae 
ture, which hath lately been pro- 
ductive of fuch wonderful difco- 
veries, 

‘* But though the papers now 
fpecified were Dr. Pringle’s chief 
communications to the Royal So- 
ciety; the communications that 
were the moft important in them- 
feves, and on which his philofophi- 
cal fame was principally founded ; 
they were not the fole evidences of 
his folicitude, whilit only a private 
member of that learned body, to 
carry on the purpofes of its inftitu- 
tion. Not again to refume the fub- 
ject, we fhall here mention feveral 
inftances befides of his attention to 
natural knowlege, which have oc- 
curred to us, in looking over the 
Philofophical Tranfactions, and 
other publications, 

* In February, 1753, he pre- 
fented to the fociety an ** Account 
of feveral perfons feized with the 
Gaol Fever by working in Newyate, 
and of the manner by which the in- 
fection was communicated to one 
entire family.” ‘This isavery cu- 
rious paper; and was deemed of 
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fuch importance by the excellent 
Dr. Stephen Hales, that he requeft- 
ed the authoy’s permiffion to have it 
publithed, forthe common good of 
the kingdom, in the Gentieman’s 
Magazine ; where it was accordingly 

rinted, previoufly to its appearance 
in the Tranfactions. Dr, Pringle’s 
next communication was, ** A re- 
markable cate of fragility, flexibi- 
lity, and diffolution of the bones.” 
In the forty-ninth volume of the 
Tranfaétions, we mect with accounts 
which he had given of an earthquake 
felt at Bruffels; of another at Glaf- 
gow and Dunbarton; and of the 
agitation of the waters, on the firit 
of November, 1756, in Scotland 
and at Hamburgh. The fiftieth 
volume contains obfervations, by 
him, on the cafe of lord Walpole, 
of Woolterton; and a relation of 
the virtues of foap, in diffolving 
the flone, as eaperienced by the 
Rev. Mr. Matthew Simfon. The 
next volume is enriched with two of 
the doétor’s articles, of confiderable 
length, as well as value. In the 
firft, he hath collected, digefted, and 
related the different accounts that 
had been given of a very extraor- 
dinary fiery meteor, which appear- 
ed on Sunday, the 26th of Novem- 
ber 175%, between eight and nine 
at night; and, in the fecond, he 
hath made a variety of remarks upon 
the whole, wherein is difplayed no 
fall degree of philofophical fa- 
gacity.— 

‘© On the 14th of April, 1752, 
Dr. Pringle married Charlotte, the 
fecond daughter of Dr. Oliver, an 
eminent phyfician at Bath, and who 
had long been at the head of his pro- 
feffion in that city. This connec- 
tion did not laft long; the lady dy- 
ing in the fpace of a few years. 

_ Nearly about the time of his 
riage, Dr. Pringle gaye to the 

' jothe firtt edition of bis ** Ob- 


fervations on the Difeafes of the 
Army” It was reprinted, in the 
year following, with fome ad- 
ditions. To the third edition, which 
was greatly improved from the far- 
ther experience the author had 
gained by attending the camps, for 
three feafons, in England, an ap- 
pendix was annexed, in anfwer to 
fome remarks that profeflor de Haen, 
of Vienna, and M. Gaber, of Turin, 
had made on the work. ‘The like 
attention was paid to the improve- 
ment of the treatife, in every fubfe- 
quent edition. From more mature 
reflection, from the additional ex- 
perience afforded by his private prac- 
tice, and from his intercourfe with 
the medical gentlemen whohad been 
employed in the hofpitals abroad, 
in different climates, during the late 
war, Dr Pringle had an opportu- 
nity of exprefling, with greater con- 
fidence, fome ot his former obferva- 
tions; and of omitting others, 
which he had advanced without 
fufficient foundation. ‘The work is 
divided into three parts ; the firft of 
which, being principally hiftorical, 
may be read with pleafure by every 
gentleman. ‘The latter parts lie 
more within the province of phyfi- 
cians. ‘They alone are the bet 
judges of the merit of the perform- 
ance; andto its merit the moit de- 
cifive and ample teflimonies have 
been given. It hath gone through 
feven editions at home; and, abroad, 
it has been tranflated into the 
French, the German, and the 
Italian languages. Scarcely any 
medical writer had mentioned if, 
wtthout fome tribute of applaufe. 
Ludwig, in the fecond volume of 
his ** Commentarii de Rebus in 
Scientia Naturali et Medicina gef- 
tis,” {peaks of it highly ; and gives 
an account of it, which compre- 
hends fixteen pages. The cele- 
brated and eminent baron ate og 
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ler, in his Bibliotheca Anatomica, 
with a particular reference to the 
treatife we are {peaking of, tiles 
the author * Vir  illuftris—de 
omnibus bonis artibus bene meri- 
tus.” 

« It would be eafy to produce a 
number of encomiums of a fimilar 
kind ; but it is the lefs neceflary to 
maltiply them, as the excellence 
of Dr. Pringle’s work is fo 
generally acknowleged, It is allow- 
ed to be a clailical book in the medi- 
cal line ; and that it hath placed the 
writer of itin a rank with the fa- 
mous Sydenham. — 

*“ In 1753, Dr. Pringle was 
chofen one of the council of the 
Royal Society. Though he had 
not, for fome years, been called 
abroad, fie ftill held his place of 
phyfician to the army ; and, in the 
war that began in 17565, attended 
the camps, in England, during 
three feafons. This enabled him, 
from farther experience, to correct 
fome ofhis former obfervations, and 
to give additional perfection to the 
third edition of his great work. In 
1758, he entirely quitted the fer- 
vice of thearmy ; and being now 
determined to fix wholly in London, 
he was admitted a licentiate of the 
college of phyficians, on the fifth 
of July, inthe fame year. The 
reafon why this matter was fo long 
delayed, might probably be, his 
not having hitherto come toa final 
refolution, with regard to his fet- 
tlement in the metropolis. 

“After the acceffion of king 
George the Third to the throne of 
Great Britain, Dr. Pringle was ap- 
pointed, in 1761, phyfician to the 
queen’s houfehold ; and this honour 
was fucceeded by his being confti- 
tuted, in 1763, phylfician extraor- 
dinary to her majefty. On the 
12th of April, in the fame year, he 
had been chofen a member of the 


academy of fciences at Haarlem; 
and on the 25th of June following, 
he was elected a fellow of the Royal 
College of phyficians, London. In 
the fucceeding November, he was 
returned on the ballot, a fecond 
time, one of the council of the 
Royal Society; and, in 1764, on 
the deceafe of Dr. Letherland, he 
was made phyfician in ordinary to 
the queen. On the 13th of Fe- 
bruary 1766, he was ciected a fo- 
reign member, in the phylical line, 
of the Royal Society of fciences at 
Goettingen; and, on the sth of 
June, in that year, his majefiy was 
gracioulty pleafed to teilify his 
fenfe of Dr. Pringle’s abilities and 
merit, by raifing him tothe dignity 
of a baronct of Great Britain. 

* Onthe 1$th of July 1768, fir 
John Pringle was appointed phyfi- 
cian in ordinary co her late royal 
highnefs the princefs dowager of 
Wales ; to which office a falary was 
annexed of one hundred pounds a 
year. In 1770, he was chofen, a 
third time, into the council of the 
Royal Society ; as he was, likewife, 
a fourth ume, for the year 1772. 
Upon the 30th of November, in 
that year, in confequence of the 
death of James Welt, efq. he was 
eleéted prefident of that illuftri- 
ous and learned body, His elec- 
tion to this high ftation, though he 
had fo refpectable a charaéter, as the 
late fir James Porter, for his opponent, 
was carried by a very contfiderable 
majority. This was undoubtedly 
the higheft honour that fir John 
Pringle ever received: an honour 
with which his other literary dif- 
tinctions could not be compared, 
He was fully fenfible of the emi- 
nent mark of efteem which the 
Royal Seciety had conferred upon 
him; and he was, at the fame time, 
deeply convinced, that his new fity- 
ation was not only a fituation of 


dignity, 
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dignity, but of the grcatett truft and 
Importance. Accordingly, it was 
his determination to ditcharge the 
duties of it with all the attention, 
affiduity, and zeal, of which he was 
capable. 

** Tt wasat a very aufpicious time 
that fir John Pringle was called up- 
on to prefide over the Royal So- 
ciety. A wonderful ardour for phi- 
lofophical fcience, and for the ad- 
vancement of natural knowlege, had, 
of late years, difplayed  itfelf 
through Europe, and had appeared 
with particular advantage in our 
own country. Britons, to fay the 
Jeaft of them, hadhad their full fhare 
in the difcoveries of magnetifm and 
electricity, in botanical enquiries 
and refearches, and in the purfuit 
of other important objects. The 
fpirit of experimental inveftiga- 
tion intoevery part and property of 
nature, was high; and nothing 
could be more agrecable to the ge- 
nius of fir John Pringle, than to 
cherifth fuch a fpirit. He endea- 


_voured to do it by all the methods 


that were in his power ; and he hap- 
pily ftruck upon a new way to dif- 
tinction and ufefulnefs, by the dif- 
courfes which were delivered by him 
on the annual affignment of fir 
Godfrey Copley’s medal. — 

** ‘The merit of the papers that 
were communicated to the Royal 
Society, whilft fir John Pringle 
prefided over it, was not confined 
to thofe alone which were honoured 
with the aflignment of the gold me- 
dal. Many ofthe members diftin- 
guithed themfelves in the fame pe- 
riod, as is evident from a furvey of 
the Tranfactions ; and many names 
might be mentioned with applaufe : 
but it would carry us far out of our 
way to fpecify all of them; and it 
would be too delicate a tafk, to {m- 
gle out fome few, to the exclufion 


of others, Indeed, the profperous 
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ftate in which the Royal Society has 
long fubfifted, and in which it conti- 
nues to fublift, muft be refleéted upon 
with pleafure by every lover of phi- 
lofophical fcience, 

“* Several marks of literary dif- 
tinction, as we have already feen, 
had been conferred upon fir Jchn 
Pringle, before he was raifed to the 
prefident’schair, But, after that 
event, they were beftowed upon him 
in great abundance: and, not again 
to refume the fubject, I fhall here 
collect them together. 

‘** Previoufly, however, to thefe 
honours (excepting his having been 
chofen a fellow of the fociety of An- 
tiquaries, London), he received 
the laft promotion that was given 
him in his medical capacity ; which 
was, his being appointed, on the 
14th of November, 1774, phyfician 
extraordinary to his majefty. In 
the year 1776, he was enrolled in 
the lift of the members of no lefs 
than four learned bodies. Thefe 
were, the royal academy of fciences 
at Madrid; the fociety, at Amfter- 
dam, for the promotion of agricul- 
ture ; the royal academy of medical 
correfpondence at Paris; and the 
imperial academy of fciences at 
St. Peterfburgh. The times of fir 
John Pringle’s election into thefe 
eminent focieties, according to the 
order in which | have mentioned 
them, were on the 12th of Feb- 
ruary, in the month of September, 
and on the 28th, and 29th of De- 
cember.— 

*¢ On the sth of July, 1777, fir 
John Pringle was nominated, by his 
ferenc highnefs the landgrave of 
Heffe, an honorary member . of the 
fociety of antiquaries at Caffel. In 
1778, he fucceeded the celebrated 
Linneus, as one of the foreign 
members of the royal academy of 
fciences at Paris. ‘This honour is 
extended by that iltuftrious body - 

enly 
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enly to eight perfons, on which 
account it is juitly efteemed a moft 
eminent mark of diitinction ; and 
we believe there have been few or 
no inftances, wherein it hath been 
conferred on any other than men of 
great and acknowleged abilities and 
reputation. On the rith of O&to- 
ber in the fame year, our author 
was chofen a member of the me- 
dical fociety at Hanau. In the fue 

ceeding year, on the 29th of March, 
he was elected a foreign member of 
the royal academy of fciences and 
Belles Letters at Naples. The lait 
teitimony of refpect which was, in 
this way, beftowed upon fir John 
Pringle, was his being admitted, in 
1781, into the number of the fel- 
lows of the newly erected focicty of 
antiquaries at Ediaburghs— 

** It was at a late period of life, 
when fir John Pringle was in the 
fixty-fixth year of his age, that he 
was chofento be pretident of the 
Royal Society. Confidering. there- 
fore, the extreme attention that was 
paid by him to the various and im- 
portant duties of his office, and the 
great pains he took in the prepara- 
tion of his difcourfes, it was natural 
to expect that the burden of his 
honourable ftation fhould grow 
heavy upon him in a courte of time. 
This burthen was increafed not only 
by the weight of years, but by the 
accident ot a fall in the area of the 
back part of his houfe, from which 
he received a confiderable hurt, and 
which, in its confequences, affected 
his health, and weakened his fpirits. 
Such being the {tate of his body and 
mind, he began to entertain thoughts 
of refigning the prefident’s chair. 
It hath been faid likewife, and be- 
lieved, that he was much hurt by 
the difputes introduced into the fo- 
ciety, concerning the queftion, whe- 
ther pointed or blunted electrical 
conductors are the molt ¢ficacjous 


in preferving buildings from the 
pernicious effects of lightning. Of 
this matter the prefent writer of his 
lite can affert nothing from perfonal 
knowlege : tor though he was then 
in the habit of a ftrict intimacy with 
fir Joho Pringle, he never heard 
from him any fuggettion of the kind 
that has been mentioned. Perhaps 
fir John Pringle’s declining years, 
and the general flate of his health, 
will form fufficient reafons for his 
relignation. His intention, how- 
ever, was difagaceable to many of 
his friends, and to many dittinguifh- 
ed members of the Royal Society. 
Accordingly, they carneftly folicited 
him to continue in the chair; but, 
his refolution being fixed, he re- 
figned it at the anniverfary meeting 
in 1778. Jofeph Banks, efq. (now 
fir Jofeph Eanks, bart.) was unani- 
moufly elected prefident in his 
room ; a gentleman in the prime 
and vigour of his life, who had 
eminently diflinguifhed himfelf by 
his acquaintance with natural hif- 
tory; who had failed round the 
globe, and performed other voy- 
ages, in puriuit of that branch of 
fcience ; who is preparing, at an 
immenfe expence and labour, the 
nobleftand moft fplendid botanical 
work, which hath ever been pre- 
fented to the public ; and who hath 
amply jultified the choice that was 
made of him, by his attention to 
every part of his duty, and his af- 
fiduous concern to"promote the in- 
tereit and honour of the fociery. 

‘* Though fir John Pringle quit- 
ted his particular relation to the 
Royal Society, and did not attend 
its meetings fo conftantly as he had 
formerly done, he {till retained his 
literary connections in general. His 
houfe continued to be the refort of 
ingenious and philofophical men, 
whether of his own country, orfrom 
abroad ; and he was frequent in bis 
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vifits to his friends. He was held 
in particular efteem by eminent and 
learned foreigners, none of whom 
came to England without waiting 
upon him, and paying him the 
greateft refpect. He treated them, 
in return, with diftinguifhed civility 
and regard. When a number of 
gentlernen met at his table, foreign- 
ers were ufually a part of the com- 
pany ; andit would have been an 
uncommon thing not to have feen 
fome of them at his Sunday even- 
ing converfations. I remember well, 
that, one night, the perfons pre- 
fent, being eight in number, were 
each of them of a different nation ; 
if fir John Pringle, a Scotchman, 
and myfelf, an Englifhman, could 
be fo confidered. ‘The fix others 
confifted of a Dutchman, a Ger- 
man, a Frenchman, a Spaniard, an 
Italian, and a Ruffian, Though 
we were thus diverfitied in country, 
education, modes of lite, and prin- 
ciples of religion, no obftruction 
hence arofe to mutual harmony, 
pleafure, and improvement. 

*¢ Sir John Pringle’s infirmities 
increafing, he hoped that ‘he might 
receive an advantage from an ex- 
eurfion to Scotland, and fpending 
the fummer there ; which he did in 
the year 1780, and principally at 
Edinburgh. He had probably then 
formed fome defign ot fixing his re- 
fidence in that city. However this 
may have been, he was fo well 

leafed with a place to which he had 
beca habituated in his younger days, 
and with the refpeét fhewn him by 
his friends, that he purchafed a 
boufe there, whither he intended 
to return in the following fpring. 
When he came back to London, in 
the autumn of the year above men- 
tioned, he fet about preparing to 
puthis fcheme in execution. Ac- 
cordingly, having firft difpofed of 
the greateft part of his library, he 
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fold his houfe in Pall Mall, in April, 
1781, and fome few days after re- 
moved to Edinburgh. In this cit 

he was weated, by perions of “il ' 
ranks, with every mark of dillinc- 
tion. But Edinburgh was not now 
to him what it had been in early life. 
The vivacity of fpirits, which, in 
the days of youth, fpreads fuch a 
charm on the objects that furround 
us, was fled, Many, if not mott, 
of fir Joho Pringle’s old friends and 
contemporaries, were dead ; and, 
though tome ot them remained, they 
could not meet together with the ~ 
fame itreneth of conititution, the - 
fame ardour of purfuit, the fame 
animation ot hope, which they had 
formerly poflefled. The youngér 
men of eminence paid him the fine 
cerett teitimonies of efteem and re- 
gard ; but it was too late in life for 
him to form new habits of clofe and 
intimate friendihip. He found, 
likewile, the air of Edinburgh too 
{harp and cold for his frame, which 
had long been peculiarly fenfible to 
the feverities of weather. Thefe 
evils were exaggerated by his in- 
creafing infirmities, and, perhaps, 
by thar retileffnefs of mind, which, 
in the midit of bodily complaints, is 
fill hoping to derive fome benefit 
from a change of place. He deter- 
mined, therefore, to return once 
more to London, where he arrived 
in the beginning of Seprember. 

** Betore fir John Pringle entire- 
ly qutted Edinburgh, he requefted 
his triend, Dr. john Hope, to pre- 
fent ten volumes, folio, of medical - 
and phytical obfervations, in manu- 
fcript, to the royal college of phy- 
ficians in that city. ‘This benetac- 
tion’ was conferred on two condi- 
tions; firft, that the Obfervations 
fhould not be publithed; and fe- 
condly, that they fhould not be lent 
out of the library.on any pretence 
whatever, A meeting of the col- 
lege 
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lege being fummoned upon the cc- 
calion, fir John’s donation was ac- 
cepted with’ much gratitude ; and 
a refolution paffed to comply with 
the terms on which it was beflowed. 
He was, at the fame time, preparing 
two other volumes to be given to 
the univerfity, containing the for- 
mulas referred to in his annotations. 
« Sir John Pringle, upon his ar- 
rival at the metropolis, tound bis 
{pirits fomewhat revived. He was 
greatly pleafed with revifiting his 
London triends; and he was re- 
ceived by them with equal cordiali- 
ty and affection. His Sunday even- 
ing converfations were honoured 
with the attendance of many refpec- 
table men ; and, on the other piyhts 
of the week, he had the pleafure of 
{pending a couple of hours with 
{uch friends as lord Charles Caven- 
dith, Mr. Cavendith, the bifhop of 
Exeter (Dr. Rofs), Dr. Heberden, 
Dr. W: tfon, fir George Baker, Dr. 
Richard Saunders, Peter Holford, 
efq. Ifrael Mauduit, efq. and oc- 
calionally a few gentlemen befides. 
This was ata fociety that bad long 
been eftablithed, of which fir John 
Pringle had been many years a mem- 
ber ; and which had met, for fome 
time pait, at Mr. Watfon’s, a gro- 
cer, in the Strand. Sir Jobn’s con- 
nection with this fociety, and his 
conftant attendance upon it, formed, 
to the laft, one of his principal en- 
tertainments. ‘The morning was 
chiefly employed by him in re- 
ceiving and returning the vifits of 
his various acquaintance ; and he 
had frequently a fmall and felect 
party to dine with him, at his apart- 
ments in Charles Street, cy awnashy 
Square. All this while, his ftrength 
declined with a rapidity which did 
not permit his friends to hope that 
his life would long be continued, 
On Monday evening the 14th of 
Javuary, 1782, being with the &- 
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cicty at Watfon’s, he was feized 
with afit, from which he never re- 
covered. He was accompanied 
home by Dr. Saunders, for whom 
he had the higheft regard, and in 
whom he had, in every refpedct, 
juflly placed the moft unreferved 
confidence. The doctor afterwards 
attended him with unwearied af- 
fiduity, but, to any medical purpofe, 
entirely in vain; for he departed 
this lite on the Friday following, 
being the 18th day of the month, 
in the feventy-fifth year of his age ; 
and the account of his death was 
every where received in a manner 
which fhewed the high fenfe that 
was entertained of his merit. On 
the 7th of February, he was interred 
in St. James’s church, with great 
funeral folemnity, and witha very 
honourable attendance of eminent 
and refpectabie friends, Asa tefli- 
mony of regard to his memory, at 
the frit meeting of the college of 
phvyficians at Edinburgh after his 
deceafe, all the members appeared 
in deep mourning. 

“ Sir John Pringle, by long 
practice, had acquired a-handfome 
tortune, which he difpofed of with 
great prudence and propriety. ‘The 
bulk of it, as might naturally and 
reafonably be expected, he be- 
queathed to his worthy nephew and 
heir, fir James Pringle, of Stichel, 
baronet, whom he appointed his 
fole executor. But the whole was 
not immediately to come to fir 
James; fora fum equal, I believe, 
to feven hundred pounds a-year, 
Was appropriated to annuities, re« 
vertible to that gentleman, at the 
deceafe of the annuitants, By this 
means, fir John exhibited an ime 
portant proof of his regard and af- 
tection for feveral of his valuable 
relations. He provided, likewife, 
for two fervants, who |! 


°.4 
with hin confiderable 














dignity, but of the greateft truft and 
Importance. Accordingly, it was 
his determination to ditcharge the 
duties of it with all the attention, 
afliduity, and zeal, of which he was 
capable. 

** Tt wasat a very aufpicious time 
that fir John Pringle was called up- 
on to prefide over the Royal So- 
ciety. A wonderful ardour for phi- 
lofophical fcience, and for the ad- 
vancement of natural knowlege, had, 
of late years, difplayed  itfelf 
through Europe, and had appeared 
with particular advantage in our 
own country. Britons, to fay the 
Jeaft of them, hadhad their full fhare 
in the difcoveries of magnetifm and 
electricity, in botanical enquiries 
and refearches, and in the purfuit 
of other important objects. The 
fpirit of experimental inveftiga- 
tion intoevery part and property of 
nature, was high; and nothing 
could be more agreeable to the ge- 
nius of fir John Pringle, than to 
cherifh fuch a fpirit. He endea- 
_voured to do it by all the methods 
that were in his power ; and he hap- 
pily ftruck upon a new way to dil- 
tinction and ufetulnefs, by the dif- 
courfes which were delivered by him 
on the annual affignment of fir 
Godfrey Copley’s medal. — 

“© ‘The merit of the papers that 
were communicated to the Roya 
Society, whiltt fir John Pringle 
prefided over it, was not confined 
to thofe alone which were honoured 
with the aflignment of the gold me- 
dal. Many ofthe members diftin- 
guithed themfelves in the fame pe- 
riod, as is evident trom a furvey of 

the Tranfactions ; and many names 
might be mentioned with applaufe : 
but it would carry us far out of our 
way to fpecify all of them; and it 
would be too delicate a tafk, to {™m- 
gle out fome few, to the exclufion 
of others, Indeed, the profperous 
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ftate in which the Ro 
long fubfifted, and in 


¥al Society has 
which it cont. 


nues to fublift, mutt be refleéted upea 
with pleafure by every lover of phi. 


lofophical {cience, 


_ “* Several marks of literary dif. 
tinction, as we have already feen, 


had been conferred upon fir 


Jchn 


Pringle, before he was raifed to the 
prefident’schair, But, after that 
event, they were beftowed upon him 
in great abundance: and, not again 
to refume the fubject, I fhall here 


collect them together, 
** Previoufly, however, to 


thefe 


honours (excepting his having been 
chofen a fellow of the fociety of An- 
tijuaries, London), he received 


the laft promotion that was 


given 


him in his medical capacity ; which 
was, his. being appointed, on the 
14th of November, 1774, phyfician 
extraordinary to his majeity. In 
the year 1776, he was enrolled in 
the litt otf the members of no lefs 


than four learned bodies. 


Thefe 


were, the royal academy of fciences 
at Madrid ; the fociety, at Amffer- 
dam, for the promotion of agricul 


ture ; the royal academy of n 


iedical 


correfpondence at Paris ; and the 
imperial academy of feiences at 
St. Peterfburgh. The times of fir 


John Pringle’s election into 
eminent focicties, according 


thele 
to the 


order in which It have mentioned 


them, were on the 2th of 


Feb- 


ruary, in the month of September, 
and on the 28th, and 2gth of De- 


cember.— 


*¢ Qn the sth of July, 17775 fir 


John Pringle was nominated, 


by his 


ferenc highnefs the landgrave of 
Heffe, an honorary member .of the 
fociety of antiquaries at Caffel. In 
1775, he fucceeded the celebrated 
Sans he fore! 
Linnzus, as one of the fo e 
members of the royal academy © 
{ciences at Paris. This honour 


extended by that i}buftrious 


body 
enly 








.». 
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enly to eight perfons, on w hich 
account it 18 juitly efleemed a mott 
eminent mark of diftinétion ; and 
ge believe there have been few or 
no inftances, wherein it hath been 
cotiferred on any other than men of 
great and acknowleged abilities and 
reputation On the rith of O¢to- 
berin the fame year, our author 
was chofen a member of the me- 
dical fociety at Hanau. In the fuc 

ceeding year, on the 29th of March, 
he was elected a foreign member of 
the roval academy of fciences and 
Belles Letters at Naples. ‘The lait 
teltimony of refpect which was, in 
this way, beitowed upon fir John 
Pringle, was his being admitted, in 
1781, into the number of the fel- 
lows of the newly erected focicty of 
aptiquaries at Ediaburghe— _ 

“ Tt was at a late period of life, 
when fir John Pringle was in the 
fixty-fixth year of his ace, that he 
was chofento be pretident of the 
Royal Society. Contidering, there- 
fore, the extreme attention that was 
paid by him to the various and im- 
portant duties of his office, and the 
great pains he took in the prepara- 
tion of his difcourfes, it was natural 
to expect that the burden of his 
honourable {tation fhould grow 
heavy upon him in a courte of time. 
This burthen was increafed not only 
by the weil tof years, but by the 
accident ot a fall in the area of the 
back part ot his houle, from which 
he received a confiderable hurt, and 
which, in its conf quences, affected 
his health, and weakened his fpirits. 
Such being the itate of his body and 
mind, he beganito entertain thoughts 
of refigning the prefident’s chair. 
It hath been faid likewife, and be- 
lieved, that he was much hurt by 
the difputes introduced into the fo- 
ciety, concerning the queftion, whe- 
ther pointed or blunted ecleétrical 
conductors are the mott efficacious 
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in preferving buildings from the 
pernicious offeas of lightning. OF 
this matter the prefent writer of his 
lite can affert nothing from perfonal 
knowlege : tor though he was then 
in the habit of a {trict intimacy with 
fir Johu Pringle, he never heard 
from him any fuggeftion of the kind 
that bas been mentioned. Perhaps 
fir John Pringle’s declining years, 
and the general flate of his health, 
will form fufficient reafons for his 
relignation. His intention, how- 
ever, was difagaeeable to many of 
his friends, and to many ditlinguifh- 
ed members of the Royal Society. 
Accordiny ly, they earneftly folicited 
him to continue in the chair; but, 
his refolution being fixed, he re- 
figned it at the anniverfary meeting 
in 1778. Jofeph Banks, efq. (now 
fir Jofeph Eanks, bart.) was unani- 
moutly elected prefident in his 
room ; a gentleman in the prime 
and vigour of his life, who had 
eminently diflinguifhed himfelf by 
his acquaintance with natural hif+ 
tory ; who had failed round the 
globe, and performed other voy- 
ages, in puriait of that branch of 
{cience ; who is preparing, at an 
immenfe expence and labour, the 
noblettand mott {plendid botanical 
work, which hath ever been pre- 
{ented to the public ; and who hath 
amply jultified the choice that was 
made of him, by his attention to 
every pare of his duty, and his af- 
fiduous concern to"promote the in- 
tercit and honour of the fociery. 

‘* Though fir John Pringle quit- 
ted his particular relation to the 
Royal Society, and did not attend 
its meetings fo conftantly as he had 
formerly done, he {till retained his 
literary connections in general. His 
houfe continued to be the refort of 
ingenious and philofophical men, 
whether of his own country, or from 
abroad ; and he was frequent ox 

Villts 





vifits to his friends. He was held 
in particular efteem by eminent and 
learned foreigners, none of whom 
came to England without waiting 
upon him, and paying him the 
gzreaictt refpect, He treated them, 
in return, with diftinguifhed civility 
and regard. When a number of 
gentleme n met at histable, toreign- 
ers were ufually a part of the com- 
pany ; andit would have been an 
uncommon thing not to have feen 
fome of them at his Sunday even- 
ing converfations. I remember well, 
that, one nivhr, the perfons pre- 
fent, being cight in nuinber, were 
each of them of a different nation ; 
if fir John Pringle, a Scotchman, 
and myfelf, an Enelithman, could 
be fo confidered. ‘The fix others 
confifted of a Dutchman, a Ger- 
man, a Frenchman, a Spaniard, an 
Italian, and a Ruffian,  “Phough 
we were thus divertiticd in country, 
education, modes of lite, and prin- 
ciples of religion, no obitruction 
hence arofe to mutual harmony, 
pleafure, and improvement. 

*¢ Sir John Pringle’s infirmities 
increafine, he hope d that he might 
receive an " advantage trom an ex- 
curfion to Scotland, and fpending 
the fummer there ; which he did in 
the year 1780, and principally at 
Fadinburgh. He had probably then 
formed fome defign of tixing his re- 
fidence in thate:ty. However this 
may have been, he was to well 
pleated with a pl we to which he had 
been habituated in his younger days, 
and with the re{pect fhewn him | by 
his friends, that he purchafed a 
boufe there, whither he intended 
to return in the following fpriny. 
When he came back to London, in 
the autumn of the year above men- 
tioned, he fet about pre paring to 
puthis fecheme in execution.  Ac- 
cordingly, having firlt difpofed ot 
the greateft part ot his hbrary, he 
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fold his houfe in Pall Mall, in A 
1751, and fome few days 
moved to Edinburgh, 
he was treated, 


pril, 
after re. 
In this city 


by pPcrions of afl 
ranks, with every mark of dij 


. Ince 
tion. But Ediobure rh was nor 


to him what it had been ine arly | 
The vivacity of f arta, which, 
the days of youth, fpreads feck’ 1 
charm on the obj jects that furround 
us, was fled, M Any, if not m vit, 
of fir John Pri: whe "sold tric: ads and 
contemporaries, were dead > and 

though tome ot th em remained, they 
cot ld Not 

faine ittren 


fame ardour of 


now 
lite, 


micet tovett ler With the 


nititution, the 
purtuit, the fame 
animation ot hope, which they had 
tormerly 1. flefied, The yo unger 
men of eminence paid him the tine 
cerett teitimonies of etteem and re. 
gard ; but it was too late in life for 
him to torm new habits of clofe and 
intimn ste triendihip. He found, 
likewile, the air ot Edinburgh too 
fhiarp and cold tor his frame, “which 
had long been pecultarly fenlible to 
the feverities of weather.  Thefe 
evils were exaggerated by his in- 
crealing infirmities, and, perhaps, 
by that retileflnefs of mind, which, 
in the midi of bodily complaints, is 
fiill hoping to derive fome benefit 
from a change of place. He deter 
mined, theretore, to return once 
more to | ondon, where he arrived 
in the beginning ot Sepiember. 

“© Betore tir John Pringle entre- 
ly quotted Eb dinb ureh, he requefted 
his triend, Dr. j john Hope, to pres 
fent ten volumes, fous, of medical 
1OnSs, in mane 


ith of cc 


and phyfical obte 
feript, to the roy al pier re of phy- 

ficians in thar city. oF his benetac 
tlon) was conferred on two condi 

tions; = firlt, that the Obfervations 
fhould not be published ; and fe- 
condly, that they fh ould not be lent 
out of the brary on any prerence 
whatever, A meeting ot the cob 


lege 














being fummoned upon the oc- 
cation, fir John’s donation was ac- 
cepted with much gratitude ; and 
a refolution pafled to comply with 
the terms on which it was betlowed. 
He was, at the fame ume, preparing 
two other volumes to be given to 
the uviverfity, contaming the for- 
rmulas referred to in his ann tations. 
« Sir John Pringle, upon his are 
rival at the metropolis, tound bis 
fpirits fomewhat revived. re He was 
greatly pleafed with revifiing his 
London friends; and he was re- 
ceived by them with equal cordiali- 
hi ounday cvcn- 
ing converiations were honoured 
with the attendance of many refpee 
table men ; and, on the other nights 


ty and affection. 


of the week, he had the picafure of 


{pending a couple of hours with 
fuch friends as lord Charles Caven- 


dith, Mr. Cavendith, the bithop of 


Exeter (Dr. Rots), Dr. Licberden, 
Dr. Witton, fir George Baker, Dr. 
Richard Saunders, Veter Tlolford, 
ely. Ifrael Mauduit, efq. and oc- 
calionally a few gentlemen befides. 
This was ata fociety that bad long 
been eftablithed, of which fir John 
Pringle had been many years a mem- 
ber ; and which had met, for fome 
tune pait, at Mr. Watton’s, a gro- 
cer, inthe Strand. Sir Jobn’s con- 
nection with this fociety, and his 
conftant attendance upon it, formed, 
to the laft, one of his principal en- 
tertainments. ‘The morning was 
chiefly employed by him in re- 
ceiving and returning the vifits of 
his various acquaintance ; and he 
had frequently a fmall and felect 
party todine with him, at his apart- 
ments in Charles Street, St. James’s 
Square, All this while, his ftrength 
declined with a rapidity which did 
hot permit bis fricnds to hope that 
lis lite would long be continued. 
On Monday evening the 14th of 
Jauuary, 1782, being with the {& 
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cicty at Watfon’s, he was feized 
with afit, from which he never re- 
covered. Jie was accompanied 
home by Dr. Saunders, for whom 
he had the highett regard, and in 
whom he had, in every refpect, 
juflly placed the moft unreferved 
confidence. The doctor atterwards 
attended him with unwearied af- 
fiduity, but, to any medical purpole, 
entirely in vain; for he departed 
this lite on the Friday following, 
being the 18th day of the month, 
in the feventy-fifth year of his age ; 
and the account of his death was 
every where received in a manner 
Which fhewed the high fenfe that 
was entertained of his merit. On 
the 7th of February, he was interred 
in St. James’s church, with great 
funeral folemnity, and witha very 
honourable attendance of eminent 
and rel; ectable friends, Asa tefli- 
mony of regard to his memory, at 
the futt mecuog of the college of 
phvficians at Edinburgh after his 
dceceafe, all the members appeared 
in deep mourning, 

* Sir John Pringle, by long 
practice, had acquired a handfome 
turtune, which he difpofed of with 
great prudence and propriety. ‘The 
bulk of it, as might naturally and 
veafonably be expected, he be- 
queathed to his worthy nephew and 
heir, fir James Pringle, of Stichel, 
baronet, whom he appointed his 
fule executor. But the whole was 
not immediately to come to fir 
James; fora fum equal, I believe, 
to feven hundred pounds a-year, 
was appropriated to annuities, rC- 
vertible to that gentleman, at the 
deceafe of the annuitants. By this 
means, fir John exhibited an ime 
portant proof of his regard and af- 
fection for feveral of his valuable 
relations. He provided, likeuife, 

rt ‘ 


tor two fer 
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he left legacies to fome particular 
friends, among whom the writer of 
this life had the honour of receiving 
a teftimony of his remembrance and 
citeein. 

«© Sir John Pripgle’s eminent 
character as a praétical phyfician, 
as well as a medical author, is fo 
well known, and fo univerfally ac- 
knowleged, that an enlargement up- 
on it cannot be neceflary. He was 
dittinguifhed, in this refpe&, by his 
attention and fagacity. For the re- 
covery of his patients he was anxi- 
oufly concerned ; and his anxiety 
might, perhaps, beincreafed from 
his convidtion, that the art of phy- 
fic, though eminently ufeful, mutt 
ever, from unavoidable caufes, be 
attended with a great degree of un- 
certainty. [Tis care was rewarded 
with much fuccefs in the courfe of 
his praGtice. Inthe exercife of his 
profeffion, he was not rapacious ; 
being ready, on various occafions, 
to give his advice without pecuniary, 
views. This he never denied tothe 
poor; and, from many of his friends 
in better circumftances, and who 
were wellable to afford the cufto- 
mary gratifications, he reiufed to 
accept of fees. 

« The turn of fir John Pringle’s 
mind led him chiefly to the love of 
{cience, which he built on the firm 
batis of fa&t. With regard to phi- 
lofophy in general, he was as averfe 
to theory, unfupported by experi- 
ments, as he was with refpeS& to me- 
dicine in particular, Lord Bacon 
was his favourite author; and to 
the method of inveftigation, recom- 
mended by that great man, he tlea- 
dily adhered Such being his intel- 
Ileétual character, it will not be 
thought furprifing, that he had a 
diflike to Plato. The tpeculations 
of that fublime and inyvenious, that 
elegant and beautiful, bur at the 
fame time fancitul writer, were by 
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no means fuited to the fober fpintt 
of enquiry cultivated by iir John 
Pringle. Indeed, whatever atten. 
ton he might have paid, in his 
earierdays, and when he was pros 
feffor ot etnies at Edinburgh, to me 
taphytical di(quifitions, be lof all 
regard for them in the latter part of 
his life ; and, though fome of his 
moft valued triends had cngaged ig 
difcutlions of this kind, with very 
different views of things, he did not 
choofe to revert to the ftudies of his 
youth, but contented himfelf with 
the opinions he had then formed.— 
** Befides a clofe application to 
medical and _philofophical fcience, 
fir John Pringle, during the latter 
part of hislite, devoted much time 
to the ttudy of divinity. This was 
with him a very favourite and in 
terefting obje&. He read many 
commentators on feripture, and ef- 
pecially on the New Teftament, ‘of 
which he was anxious to obtain an 
exa& and critical knowlege. In this 
purfuit, the learned and judicious 
bithop Pearce’s commentary and 
notes gave him particular pleafure, 
and were greatly fuited to his taftes 
He correfponded frequently with 
Michaelis on theological fubjets ; 
and that celebrated profeffor ade 
dreffed to hin fome letters on Dae 
niel's prophecy of the feventy weeks, 
which fir John thought worthy of 
being publifhed in this country. 
‘© lf from the intellectual, we 
pafs on to the moral character of 
fir John Pringle, we fhall find that 
the ruling feature of it was inte 
erity. By this principle he was unt 
formly sbrunied in the whole of his 
behaviour. All his acquarntance 
will with one voice agree, that there 
never was an honeflerman. He was 
equally diftinguifhed by his fobrietys 
Hetold Mr. James Bofwell, that he 
had never in hislife been intoxtcat 
with liquor; which, muti be _— 
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to have been a very laudable proof 
of the circumfpection maintained by 
him, in the variety of company that 
he had kept, both at home and 

« On the religious character of 
fir John Pringle it will be neceflary 
more particularly to enlarge ; becaule 
{uch is the temper of the prefent 
age, that what is the greateft glory 
of any man, is often imputed to him 
asaweaknefs. The principles of 
iety and virtue, which were early 
inftilled into our author by a {trict 
education, do not appear ever to 
have loft their influence upon the 
gencral conduct of his life. Never- 
thelefs, when he travelled abroad in 
the world, his belief of the chrifiian 
revelation was fo far unfettled, that 
he became a fceptic with regard to 
it, if not a profeffed deift. One 
caufe of this, was the wrong notions 
he had formed concerning the ge- 
nuine doctrines of the New Tefla- 
ment; andit will eafibly be fup- 
pofed, that he was encouraged in 
his fcruples by the company he met 
with both in England and in fo- 
reign parts. But it was not in the 
difpofition of fir John Pringle, to 
re{t fatisfied in his doubts and dif- 
ficulties, with refpe&t toa matter 
of fuch high importance. He was 
toogreat a lover of truth, not to 
make religion the objeét of his fe- 
nous enquiry. As he fcorned to be 
an implicit believer, he was equally 
averfetothe being an implicit un- 
believer ; which is the cafe of large 
numbers, who reject chriftianity 
with as little examination, as the 
moft determined bigots embrace the 
abfurdeft fyftem that ever was in- 
vented. The refult of his invetti- 
ation was, afull conviétion of the 
divine original and authority of the 
golpel. The evidence of revelation 
appeared to him to be folid and in- 
wacible; and the nature of it to 
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be fuch, as demanded his warmeft 
acceptance. What contributed en- 
tirely to remove the objections 
which had formerly lain upon his 
mind, was, his being pertectly fa-. 
tisfied, that our holy religion did 
not contain fome doctrines which 
have commonly been thought to be- 
long toit. ‘There were three points 
that, in this view, appeared to him 
of great importance; and the ree 
moval of his difficulties, with regard 
to them, effaced every impretlion 
he might have received to the dif- 
advantage of chriftianity. He be- 
came fully convinced, by his fludy 
of the fcriptures, that the Athana- 
fian doétrine of the trinity made no 
part of them; but thar they uni- 
formly concurred in afferting the 
unity and fupremacy of the God and 
Father of Mankind. He was equally 
convinced, that they did not con- 
fiue the mercy of the fupreme being 
to a few, exclufively of others ; 
and thatthey did not hold out any 
thing, with refpect to the extent 
and duration of the future punifh- 
ment of the wicked, which could ina 
the leafl be confidered as an impeach 
ment of the divine juitice, reéti- 
tude, and goodnefs. In thefe fen- 
timents, he agreed with fome of 
the wife and beft. men the world 
hath ever produced, fome who have 
reflected the greateit honour on hu- 
man nature. He was another ine 
{tance of thofe illuitrious philofophers 
who have not been afhamed of reli- 
gion; and added another name to 
the catalogue of the excellent and ju- 
dicious perfons, who have gloried 

in being Rational Chriftians.-— 
Such having been the character 
and eminence of fir John Pringle, 
it was highly proper that his name 
fhould be recorded among the wore 
thics of Weftminfter Abbey. Ac» 
cordingly, under the direétion, and 
at the expence, of his nephew and 
heir, 
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heir, a monument is pre aring, of tafte, which would y 

which Mr. Nollekens . es {culp- have had the prefeitabe, ae 

tor, andfor which an Englifh in- obtained leave to infert it; and ‘ 

{cription is intended. gives me pleafure that I can con- 
** If it had been determined to clude my account of fir John Prin- 

have had a Latin infcription, there gle with fo elegant and honourable 

Was one, written by a gentleman a teftimony to his memory, 

of the firft claifical knowlege and | 


M. Sz. 

Viri egregii Johannis Pringle Baronetti; 
Quem exercitus Britannicus, 
Celtiflima Wallix Principeffa, 

Regina fereniflima, 

Tpfius denique Regis Majeftas, 
Medicum fibi comprobavit 
Experientifimum, fagacem, ftrenuum: 
Quem, ftudiis academicis florentem, 
Edinburgenfes olim fui 
In cathedra difcipline ethic# dicata 
Adhue juvenem collocarunt : 
Quem poftea etate ac fcientia provectum, 
Primim perhonorifico ornavit proemio, 
Deindé ad fummam apud fe dignitatem evexit 

Societas regia Londinenfis. 

Qualis fuerit medendi artifex, 
Quali rerum comprehenfione preditus, 
Materiem fuam multiplicem 
Quam fcientér explicuerit et illuftraverir, 
Scripta Viri dodtiffimi teftentur 
Per Europam omnem diffeminata, 
Nec foris mints quam domi nota. 
Qua autem fide et integritate fuerit, 
Quam veri tenax et inimicus fraudi, 
Quain conftans Supremi Numinis cultor, 
Ii, quibufcum vixit, 

Teftes funto. 

Exceffit e vita, &c. 








; RTICULARS of the LIFE of the Late Dr. 
Various PA HUNTER. 


(Extracted from Dr. 


‘ ILLIAM Uunter was 

born on the 23d of May, 
1748, at Kilbride, in the county of 
Lanerk. He was the feventh of 
ten children of John and Agnes 
Hunter, who refided on a fmall ef- 
tate in that parih, called Long Cal- 
derwood, which had long been in 
the pofleffion of his family. His 
great-grandfather, by his father’s 
fide, wasa younger fon of Hunter 
of Hunterfion, chief of the family 
of that name. 

At the age of fourteen his fa- 
ther fent him to the college of 
Glafgow. In this feminary he pafl- 
ed five years, and by his prudent 
behaviour and diligence acquired the 
efteem of the proteffors, and the re- 
putation of being a good fcholar. 

“ His father had detfigned him for 
the church; but the idea of fub- 
fcribing to articles of faith, was fo 
repugnant tothe liberal mode of 
thinking he had already adopted, 
that he felt an infuperabie averfion 
to his theological purfuits. In this 
fate of mind he happened to be- 
come acquainted with Dr. Cullen, 
the prefent celebrated profeffor at 
Edinburgh, who was then juft ef- 
tablifhed in practice at Hamilton, 
under the patronage of the duke of 
Hamilton, Dr. Cullen’s converfa- 
tion foon determined him to lay 
afide all thoughts of the church, 
and to devote himfelf to the profef- 
fion of phyfic. 

“ His father’s confent having been 
previoufly obtained, Mr. Hunter, 
in 1737, went to refide with Dr. 
Cullen. In the family of this ex- 

47°3. 


[ 49 ] 


WILLIAM 


Foart Simmons’s Account of the Life and Write 
ings of that Gentleman. ] 


cellent friend and preceptor he paff- 
ed nearly three years, and thefe, 
as he has been often heard to ac- 
knowlege, were the happieft years 
of his life, It was then agreed, that 
he fhould go and profecute his me- 
dical ftudies at Edinburgh and Lon- 
don, and afterwards return to fet- 
tle at Hamilton, impartnerfhip with 
Dr. Cullen, 

*¢ Speaking to me of the manners 
and difpofition of Hig friend at this 
period Dr. Cullen obferved, that his 
converfation was remarkably lively 
and agreeable, and his whole cone 
du&at the fame time more ftriétly 
and fleadily correct than that of any 
other young perfon he had ever 
known, The | oP chearfulnefs and 
the fame regard for prudence ac- 
companied him through life, 

*¢ He fet out for Edinburgh in No- 
vember, 1740, and contiqued there 
till the following fpring, attending 
the lectures of the medical profef- 
fors, and amongfl others thofe of the 
late Dr. Alexander Monro, who 
many years afterwards, in allufion to 
this ctrcumftance, ftyled himfelf his 
«* old mafter.” 

‘* Mr. Hunter arrived in Lon- 
don in the fummer of 1741, and 
took up his refidence at Mr. after- 
wards Dr. Smellie’s, who was at 
that time an apothecary in Pall 
Mall. He brought with hima let- 
ter of recommendation to his coun- 
tryman Dr. James Douglas, from 
Mr. Foulis, printer at Glafgow, 
who had been ufeful to the doétor 
in collecting for him different edi- 
tions of Horace. Dr, Douglas was 
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then intent on a great anatomical 
work on the bones, which he did 
not live to complete, and was look- 
ing out for a young man of abilities 
and induitry whom he mightemploy 
as a diffector. ‘This induced him 
to pay particular attention to Mr. 
Hunter, and finding him acute and 
fenfible, he defired him to make 
him another vifir. A fecond con- 
verfation confirmed the doctor in 
the good opinion he had formed of 
Mr. Hunter, and without any far- 
ther hefitation he invited him into 
his family to affift in his diffections, 
and to fuperintend the education of 
his fon.— 

‘¢ Mr. Hunter having accepted 
Dr. Douglas’s invitation, was by his 
friendly afliitance enabled to enter 
himfelt as a furgeon’s pupil at Saint 
George’s Hofpital, under Mr. James 
Wilkie, and as a diffecting pupil 
under Dr. Frank Nichols, who at 
that time taught anatomy with con- 
fiderable reputation. He likewife 
attended a courfe of lectures on ex- 
perimental philofophy by Dr. De- 
faguliers, 

‘“* Or thefe means of improve- 
ment he did not fail co make a pro- 
per ufe. He foon became expert in 
diffection, and Dr. Douglas was at 
the expence of having feveral of 
his preparations engraved. But be- 
fore many months had elapfed, he 
had the misfortune to lofe this ex- 
cellent friend.— 

“ The death of Dr. Douglas 
made no change of his fituation. 
He continued ro refide with the 
doétor’s family, and to purfue his 
ftudies with the fame diligence as 
betore. 

“*In1743, hecommunicated tothe 
Royal Society an effay on the Struc- 
ture and Difeafes of articulating 
Cartilages. ‘This ingenious paper, 
on a fubje&t which ull then had not 
been fufficiently inveftigated, affords 
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a ftriking teftimony of the rar 
progrefs he had nes $ in his ont 
mical inquiries, — ae 

** As he had it in conte 
to teach anatomy, his ORF ng 
direéted principally to this objed 
and it deferves to be mentioned 
an additional mark of his rudence 
that he did not precipitately engage 
in this attempt, but pafled feveral 
years in acquiring tack degree of 
knowlege, and fuch a collection of 
preparations as might infure him 
fuiccets, 

* Dr. Nichols, towhom he com 
municated his feheme, and who de- 
clined giving lectures about that 
time in tavour of the late Dr, Law- 
rence, did not give him much en. 
couragement to profecute it. Butat 
cogth an opportunity prefented jt- 
felf for the difplay of his abilities as 
a teacher. 

** A fociety of navy furgeons had 
an apartment in Covent Garden, 
where they engaged the late Mr. 
Samuel Sharpe to deliver a courfe 
of lectures on the operations of fur- 
gery. Mr. Sharpe continued to re- 
peat this courfe, till finding that it 
interfered too much with his other 
engagements, he declined the tatk 
in favour of Mr. Hunter, who gave 
the focicty fo much  fatistaction, 
that they requefted him to extend 
his plan ro anatomy, and at firft he 
had the ufe of their room for his 
leftures, ‘This happened in the 
winter of 1746. 

‘¢ He is faid to have experienced 
much folicitude when he began to 
{peak in public, but the applavfe 
he met with foon infpired him with 
courage 5 and by degrees he became 
fo fond of teaching, that for many 
years before his death he was never 
happier than when employed in de- 
livering a lecture. 

«© "The profits of his two fir 


courfes were confiderable ; but by 
contributing 
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‘buting to the wants of dif- 
feat vos. R he found himfelt at 
the return of the next feafon obliged 
to defer his leétures for a fortnight, 
merely becaufe he had not money 
enough to defray tite neceflary ex- 

nce of adversifements.— — 

«In 1747, he was admitted a 
member of the corporation of fur- 

ns, and in the {pring of the fol- 
ates year, foon after the clofe of 
his lectures, he fet out in company 
with his pupil, Mr. James Dou- 
pia onatour through Holland to 

aris. — 

‘+ His lectures fuffered no inter- 
ruption by this journey, as he re- 
turned to England foon enough to 

re for his winter courfe, which 

n about the ufual time. 

“ At firft he practifed both fur- 

»and midwifery, but to the for- 
mer of thefe he had always an aver- 
fon. His patron, Dr. James Dou- 
glas, had acquired confiderable re- 

tation in midwifery, and this pro- 

bly induced Mr. Hunter to direét 
his views chiefly to the fame line of 
practice. His being elected one of 
the furgeon men- midwives firit to 
the Middlefex, and foon afterwards 
to the Britifh Lying-in Hofpical, 
affifted in bringing him forward in 
this branch of his profeffion, in 
Which he was recommended by fe- 
veral of the moft eminent furgeons 
of that time, who refpected his ana- 
tomical talents and wifhed to en- 
Courare him, 

_“* But thefe were not the only 
circumftances that contributed to 
his fuecefs. He owed much to his 
abilities, and much to his  perfon 
nd manner, which eminently qua- 
_ him for the practice of mid- 

cry.— 

_ “* In 1750, he feems to have en- 
tirely relinquifhed his views in fur- 
cry, asin that year he obtained 


the degree of dogtor of phyfic from 
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the univerfity of Glafgow, and be- 
gan to practife as a phyfician. 
About this time he quitted the fa- 
mily of Mrs. Douglas, and went 
to refide in Jermyn-{treet. ar 

*¢ In the furnmer of r7g1 he re- 
vifited his native country, tor which 
he always retained a cordial aflec- 
tion. His mother was {till living 
at Long Calderwood, which was 
now become his property by the 
death of his brother James. Dr. 
Cullen, for whom he always enter- 
tained a fincere regard, was then 
eftablithed at Glafyow, and had ac- 
quired confiderable reputation both 
as a practitioner and teacher of phy- 
fic ; fo thatthe two friends had the 
pleafure of being able to congratu. 
late cach other on their mutual pro- 
{perity. 

* During this vifie he fhewed his 
attachment to his little paternal in- 
heritance, by giving many initruc- 
tions for repairing and improving 
it, and for purchafing any adjoining 
lands that might be offered for fale. 
Ashe and Dr. Cullen were riding 
one day in a low part of the couns 
try, the latter, pointing out to him 
Long Calderwood at a confiderable 
diftance, remarked how confpicu- 
ous it appeared. ** Well’’—faid 
he, with fome degree of energy— 
** if I live [ fhall make it {till more 
con{picuous.” 

‘* After this journey to Scotland, 
to which he devoted only a few 
wecks, he was never abfent from 
London, unlefs his profeffional en- 
gagements, as fometimes happened, 
required his attendance at a di- 
{tence from the capital. 

** In t7¢5, on the refignation of 
Dr. Layard, one of the phyficians 
of the Britifh Lying-in Hofpital, we 
find the governors of that inftitution 
voting their ‘‘ thanks to Dr. Hun. 
ter for the fervices he had done the 
hofpital, and four his continuing ist 
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it as one of the phyficians,” fothat 
he feems to have been eftablifhed in 
this office without the ufual form 
of av election. The year following 
he was admitted a licentiate of the 
royal college of phyficians, and 
foon afterwards was elected a mem- 
ber of the medical fociety. His 
hiftory of an Aneurifin of the Aorta 
appears in the firtt volume of their 
QObfervations and Inquiries publifhed 
in 1757-— 

‘¢ His other papers in the fecond 
volume are, 1. An account of a di- 
feafed Tibia, which fhews that a 
callus will fupply the place of a 
bone, and preferve the length and 
firmnefs of a limb, when the great- 
eft part of the original bone is be- 
come ufelefs, or thrown out by ex- 
foliation; and 2. Remarks on the 
Symphylis of the Offa Pubis, which 
he defcribes as a compofition of two 
cartilages and a ligament, fomewhat 
like the connecting fubftance be- 
tween the bodies of the vertebre.— 

‘¢ In the fourth volume he re- 
lates a cafe, which ferved to con- 
firm his own and M. de Hallcr’s 
theory concerning the infenhibility 
of tendons ; and in that and the 
fifth volumes he communicated his 


Obfervations on the Retroverted 
Uterus. This difeafe, although it 


had been mentioned by M. Gre- 

oire in his le¢tures at Paris, and 

I. Peyrlhe, the learned author of 
a Hiftory ot Surgery, thinks he has 
difcovered fome traces of it in the 
writings of the ancients, was cer- 
tainly not underftood ull Dr. Hun- 
ter defcribed it, firft in his lediures 
in 1754, and afterwards in one of 
the volumes of the work in quef- 
tion, fince which it has been gene- 
tally known.— 

+ The fixth volume, which is 
now in the prefs, will contain three 


papers written by Dr. Hunter. = 
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** In 1762, we find him warm! 
engaged in controverfy, fupportj 
his claim to different anatomied 

eli Atomical 
difcoveries, in a work entitled Me. 
dical Commesrtaries, the ftyle of 
which is correce and fpirited, Ag 
an excufe for the tardinels with 
which he brought forth this work 
he obferves in his introduétion that 
it required a good deal of time, and 

. b 

he had little to fpare ; thar the fub. 
ject was unpleaiant, and therefore 
he was very feldom in the humour 
to take it up. 

thay In se gee he confined 
himfelf chietty to a difpute with the 
prefent learned profeffor of anatomy 
at Edinburgh, concerning injections 
of the teiticle, the ducts of the la 
chrymal gland, the origin and ufe 
of the lymphatic veflels, and abforp. 
tion by veins. He likewife de- 
fended himfelf againft a reproach 
thrown upon him by profeflor Mon- 
ro, fenior, by giving a concife ace 
count of a controverfy he was in- 
volved in with Mr. Pott, concern- 
ing the difcovery of the Hernia 
Congenita. It was not long before 
Mr. Port took occafion to give the 
public his account of the difpute ; 
and, in reply, Dr. Hunter added a 
fupplement to his commentari¢es.— 

** No man was ever more tena- 
cious than Dr. Hunter of what he 
conceived to be his anatomical 
rights. This was particularly 
evinced in the year 1780, when his 
brother communicated to the Royal 
Society a difcovery he had made 
twenty-five years betore, relative to 
the firucture of the placenta, the 
communication between it and the 
uterus, and the vafcularity of the 
{pongy chorin. 

«© At the next meeting of the fo 
ciety, a letter was read in which 
Dr. Hunter put in his claim to the 


difcovery in queftion, This letter 
wis 








was followed by a reply from Mr, 
John Hunter, and here the difpute 
ended. 

« In 1762, when our prefent 
amiable queen became pregnant, 
Dr. Hunter was confulted ; and two 
years afterwards he had the honour 
to be appointed phytician extraordi- 
nary to her majeity. In courts, 
where intereft too often prevails over 
merit, appointments of this fort are 
not always conferred*on perfons of 
the greateft abilities. Bur it is cer- 
tain that Dr. Hunter owed his no. 
mination to this important office 
folely to his own well-earned repu- 
tation; and his affiduity and uni- 
form fucceis in the difcharge of it 
fhewed how well he deferved it. 

« About this time his aveca- 
tions were fo numerous that he be- 
came defirous of es his fa- 
tigue, and having noticed the in- 
genuity and atfiduous application of 
the late Mr. William Hewfon, F. 
R. S. who was then one of his pu- 
pils, he engaged him firft as an af- 
fitant, and afterwards asa partnerin 
his lectures. ‘This connexion con- 
tinued till the year 1770, when 
fome difputes happened, which ter- 
minated ina feparation. Mr. Hewe 
fon was fucceeded inthe partnerfhip 
by Mr. Cruikfhank, whofe anato- 
mical abilities are defervedly re- 
Ipected, 

“ In 1767, Dr. Hunter was 
elected a fellow of the Royal So- 
ciety, and the year following com- 
municated to that learned body ob- 
fervarions on the bones, commonly 
luppofed to be elephants bones, 
which have been found near the 
river Ohio in America.— 

“* This was not the only fubje& 
Of natural hittory on which Dr, 
H ‘oteremployed his pen ; for in a 
lubiequent volume of the Philofo- 
phical “TranfaGtions, we find him 
obering his remarks on fome bones 
soundin the rock of Gibraltar, and 





MEMOIRS OF DR. HUNTER. 





(33] 


which he proves to have belonged te 
fome uaidrused: In thefame work 
likewife, he publifhed an account of 
the nyl-ghau, an Indian animal, not 
defcribed before, and which, from 
its ftrength and fwiftnefs, promifed 
to be an ufeful acquifition to this 
country. 

*¢ In 1768, Dr. Hunter became 
a fellow of the Society of Antiquaries, 
and the fame year, at cheiafficuion 
of a Royal Academy of Arts, he was 
appointed by his majefty to the office 
of profeffor of anatomy. This ap- 
pointment opened a new field for 
his abilities, and he engaged in it, 
as he didin every other purfuit of 
his lite, with unabating zeal. He 
now adapted his anatomical know- 
lege to the objects of painting and 
fculpture, an. the novelty and jufl- 
nefs of his obfervations proved at 
once the readinefs and extent of his 
genius. 

* In January 1781, he was un- 
animoutly elected to fucceed the late 
Dr. John Fothergill as prefident of 
the medical fociety, He was onc of 
thofe to whom we are indebted for 
its eftablifhment, andour grateful ac- 
knowlegements are due to him for 
his zealous endeavours to promote 
the liberal views of the initicution, 
by rendering it a fource of mutual 
improvement, and thus making 
it ultimately ufctul to the pub- 
lic. 

*¢ As his name and talents were 
known and refpected in every part 
of Europe, fo the honours conferred 
on him were not limited to his own 
country. In 1780, the Royal Medi- 
cal fociery at Paris elected him ove 
ot their foreign aflociates; and in 
1782, hereceiveda fimilar mark of 
ditlinétion from the Royal Academy 
of Sciences in that city. 

‘“ The moti fplendid of Dr, 
Hunter’s medical publications, was 
the anatomy of the Human Gravid 
Uterus. ‘Lhe appearance of this 
D 3 work 
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work, which had been begun fo 
early asthe year 1751, (at which 
time ten of the thirty-four plates it 
contains were completed) was re- 
tarded till the year 1775, only by 
the author’s defire of fending it into 
the world with fewer imperfec- 
tions. — 

‘© This great work is dedicated 
totheking. In his preface to it, 
we find the author very candidly 
acknowleging that in moft of the 
diffections he had been afliited by his 
brother, Mr. John Hunter, ** whofe 
accuracy—he adds—in anatomical 
refearches is,fo well known, that to 
omit this opportunity of thanking 
him tor that affitance would be in 
fome meafure to difregard the fu- 
ture reputation of the work itfelf.” 
He likewile contefles k's obligations 
to the ingenious artiits who made 
the drawings and engravings, ** but 
particularly to Mr. Strange, not 
only for having by his hand iecured 
a fort of immortality to two of the 
plates, but tor having given his ad- 
vice and affiftance in every part with 
a fleady and difinterefted friendfhip.” 

*¢ ‘Lhe plates arc not all of them 
equally interetting or beautitul, but 
I believe their accuracy has never 
been difputed. ‘The four firft en- 
gravings by Strange and Ravenet, 
and thote ot the ovum In early preg- 
nancy by Worlidge, are juitly ad- 
mired for their clegance.-— 

++ An anatomical deicriptton of 
the gravid uterus was a work which 
Dr. tiunter had in contemplation to 
give the public. He had likewife 
long been employed in collecting 
and arranging materials for a hiltory 
of the various concretions that are 
formed in the human body.— 

* Amongit Dr. Hunter’s papers 
have been found two introductory 
lectures, which are written out {fo 
fairly, and with fuch accuracy, 
that he probably intended no far- 
sher correction of them before they 
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fhould be given to the world, Ta 
thefe lectures Dr. Hunter traces the 
hiftory of suatomy from the earlieg 
to the —_ times, along with the 
general progrefs of fcience and the 
arts. He confiders the great utilit 

of anatomy in the prattice of phy- 
fic and furgery ; gives the ancient 
divifions ot the different fubftances 
compofing the human body, which 
for a long time prevailed in anatomy; 
points out the moft advantageous 
mode of cultivating this branch of 
natural knowlege ; and concludes 
with explaining the particular plan 
of his own lectures. 

** Befides thefe manufcripts he 
has alfo left behind him a confider. 
able number of cafes of diffeétion : 
moft of them relate to pregnant wo- 
men, and they are written with to- 
lerable accuracy. 

‘¢ The fame year in which the 
tables of the gravid uterus made 
their appearance, Dr. Hunter com. 
municated tothe Royal Society, an 
Kilay on the Origin of the Veneral 
Difeafe. In this paper he attempted 
to prove, thatthis dreadful malady 
was not brought from America to 
Europe by the crew cf Columbus, 
as had been commonly propofed, 
although it made its firft appearance 
about that period. — 

‘¢ After this puper had been read 
to the Royal Society, Dr. Hunter, 
in a converfation with the late Dr. 
Mufgrave, was convinced tharthetef- 
timony on which he placed his chief 
dependence was of lets weight than 
he had at firft imagined, as many 
of Martyr’s letters afford the mott 
convincing proofs of their having 
been written a confiderable tume al- 
ter the period of their dates. He 
therefore very properly Jaid afiie 
his intention of giving his eflay t0 
the public. 

«© Inthe year 17775 Dr. Hunter 
joined with Mr, Watfon in prefent- 


ing to the Royal Society a fhort ac- 
count 
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count of the late Dr. Maty’s illnefs, 
and of the appearances on diffection ; 
and the year following he publithed 
his ReteCioms on the Section of the 
‘ymphytis Pubis. — ; 
Ne we muit now go back a little 
‘nto the order of time to defcribe 
the origin and progrefs of Dr. Hun- 
ter’s mufeum, without fome ac- 
count of which the hiftory of his 
life would be very incomplete. 

“ When he began to practife 
midwitery, he was defirous of ac- 
quiring a fortune fufficient to place 
him in eafy and independent cir- 
cunittances. Before many years 
had elapfed he found himfelt in pof- 
fefion of a fum adequate to his 
withes in this refpect, and this he 
fet apart as a refource of which he 
might avail himfelf whenever age 
or infirmities fhould oblige him to 
retire from bufinefs. I have heard 
him fay, that he once took a con- 
fiderable fum from this fund for the 
purpofes of his mufeum, but that 
he did not feel himfelf perteétly at 
eafe till he had reftored it again. 
After he had obtained this compe- 
tency, as his wealth continued to 
accumulate, he formed a laudable 
defign of engaging in fome fcheme 
of public utility, and at firft had it 
in contemplation to found an anato- 
mical {chool in this metropolis. For 
- this purpofe, about the year 1765, 
during the adminittration of Mr. 
Grenville, he prefented a memorial 
to that minifter, in which he re- 
queited the grant of a piece of 
ground in the Mews, for the {cite of 
ao anatomical theatre. Dr. Hunter 
undertook to expend feven thoufand 
pounds on the building, and to en- 
dow a profefiorfhip of anatomy in 
perpetuity. This fcheme did: not 


mect with the reception it deferved. 
In a converfation on this fubject 
loon afterwards with the earl of 


Shelburne, his lordfhip exprefied a 
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with that the plan a be carried 
into execution by fubfeription, and 
very generoufly requefted to have 
his name fer down for a thoufahd 
guineas. Dr. Hunter’s delicae 
would not allow him to adopt this 
ropofal, He chofe rather to execute 
it at his own expence, and accord. 
ingly purchafed a {pot of ground in 
Great Windmill-ftrect, where he 
erected a fpacious houfe, to which 
he removed from Jermyn-ftreet in 
1770. 

‘¢ In this building, befides a 
handfome amphitheatre and other 
convenient apartments for his lec- 
tures and diffections, there was one 
magnificent room, fitted up with 
great elegance and propriety as a 
mufeum, 

‘¢ Of the magnitude and value of 
his anatomical collection, fome idea 
may be formed when we confider 
the great length of years he employ- 
ed in the making of anatomical pre- 
parations, and in the diffection of 
morbid bodies, added to the eager- 
nefs with which he procured addi- 
tions from the collections of Sandys, 
Hewfon, Falconar, Blackall, and 
others that were at different times of- 
fered for fale in this metropolis. His 
fpecimens of rare difeafes were like- 
wife frequently increafed by prefents 
from his medical friends and pupils, 
who, when any thing of this fore 
occurred to them, very juftly 
thought they could not difpofe of it 
more properly than by placing it in 
Dr. Hunter’s mufeum. — Speaking 
of an acquifition in this way, in one 
of his publications, he favs, ** | 
look upon every thing of this kind 
which is givento me, as a prefent 
to the public; and confider my- 
felt as thereby called upon two 
ferve the public with more dili- 
gence.” 

‘* Before his removal to Wind- 
mill-ftreet, he had confined his col- 
D4 lection 
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_ ledtion chiefly to fpecimens of hu- 
man and comparative anatomy, and 
of difeafes; but now he extended 
his views to foflils, and likewife to 
the promotion of polite licrature 
and erudition. 

‘* Ina thort fpace of time he be- 
came poffefied of ** the moft magni- 
ficent treaiure of Greek and Latin 
books that nas been accumulated by 
any perfon now living, fince the 
days of Mead.””— 

‘* A cabinet of ancient medals 
contributed likewife much to the 
richnefs of his mufeum. A de- 
fcription of part of the coins, in 
this collection, truck by the Greek 
free cities, has lately been publifhed 
by the doctor’s learned triend Mr. 
Combe. In a claifical dedication of 
this clegant volume to the queen, 
Dr. Hunter acknowleges his obliga- 
tions to her majetly. In the pre- 
face fome account is given of the pro- 
grefs of the collection, which has 
been brought together fince the 
year 1770, with fingular tatle, and 
at the expence of upwards of twenty 
thoufand pounds. 

In 1781, the mufeum received a 
valuable addition of fhells, corals, 
and other curious fubjects of natu- 
sal hiftory which had been col- 
Jeéted by the late worthy Dr. Fo- 
thergill, who gave directions by his 
will, that his collection fhould be 
appraifed after his death, and that 
Dr. Hunter fhould have the refufal 
of it at five hundred pounds under 
the valuation. This was accord- 
ingly done, and Dr. Hunter pur. 
chafed it tor the fum of twelve hun- 
dred pounds. 

“* The fame of this mufeum 
fpread throughout Europe. Few 
foreigners, diftinguifhed for their 
rank or learning, vilited this metro- 

lis without requelting to fee it. 
Men of fcience of our own country 


always had eafy acceis to it.—Con- 
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fidered in a collective point of view 
it is perhaps without a rival, | 

** Dr. Hunter at the head of his 
proteflion, honoured with the ef. 
com of his fovereign, and in pof. 
icition of every thing that his repu. . 
tation and wealth could confer 
feemed now to have attained the 
fummit of his wifhes. But thefe 
fources of gratification were imbit. 
tered by a difpotition to the gout, 
which harratled him frequently dur. 
the latter part of his life, notwith. 
ftanding his very abitemious manner 
of living.— 

**On Saturday the 15th of March 
1733, after having for feveral days 
experienced a return of a wanderin 
gout, he complained of great head. 
ach and naufea. In this flate he 
went to bed, and for feveral days 
felt more pain than ufual both in 
his flomach and limbs. 

“On the Thurfday following 
he found himfelf fo much recovered 
that he determined to give the in- 
troductory lecture to the operations 
of furgery. It was to no purpofe 
that his friends urged to him the 
impropriety of fuch an attempt. 
He was determined to make the ex- 
periment, and accordingly delivered 
the lecture ; but towards the con- 
clufion his ftrength was fo ex- 
haufted that he fainted away, and 
was obliged to be carried to bed 
by two fervants. The following 
night and day his fymptoms were 
fuch as indicated danger ; and on 
Saturday morning Mr. Combe, who 
made him an early vilit, was alarm- 
ed on being told by Dr. Hunter 
himfelf, that during the night he 
had certainly had a paralytic itroke. 
As neither his fpeech nor his pulte 
were affected, and he was ableto raife 
himfelf in bed, Mr. Combe en- 
couraged him to hope that he was 
miftaken. But the event proved the 


doétor’s idea of his complaint — 








but too well founded ; for from that 
time till his death, which happened 
on Sunday the 30th of March, he 
voided no urine without the affiit- 
ance of the catheter, which was oc- 
cafionally introduced by his brother; 
and purgative medicines were ad- 
minittered repeatedly without pro- 
curing a paflage by ftool. Thefe 
circumttances, and the abfence of 
pain, feemed to fhew that the intef- 
tines and urinary bladder had loft 
their fenfibility and power of con- 
traction ; and it was reafonable to 
prefume that a partial palfy had af- 
tected the nerves diltributed to thofe 
arts. 

«The latter moments of his life 
exhibited an inftance of philofophi- 
cal calmnefs and fortitude that well 
defervesto be recorded. Turning 
to his friend Mr. Combe, ** If I 
had ftrength enough to hold a pen— 
faid he—I would write how eafy and 
pleafant a thing it is to die.’ ’ 

‘¢ By his will, the ufe of his mu- 
feum, under the direction of truf- 
tees, devolves to his nephew Mat- 
thew Baillie, B. A. andin cafe of 
his death to Mr. Cruikfhank for the 
term of thirty years, at the end of 
which period the whole collection is 
bequeathed to the univertlity of 
Glafgow. 

** The fum of eight thoufand 
pounds tlerliug is left asa fund for 
the fupport and augmentation of the 
collection, 

“ The truftees are Dr. George 
Fordyce, Dr. David Pitcdirne, and 
Mr. Charles Combe, to each of 
whom Dr. Hunter has bequeathed an 
annuity of twenty pounds for thirty 
vears, that is, during the period in 
which they will be executing the 
purpofes ot the will. 

“ Dr. Hunter has likewife be- 
qveathed an annuity of one hundred 
pounds to his fifter, Mrs. Baillie, 
éuring her life, and the fum of two 
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thoufand pounds to each of her two 
daughters. The refidue of his ef, 
tate and effects goes to his nephew, 

‘* On Saturday the sth of April’ 
his remains were interred in the reg- 
tor’s vault of St. James’s church 
Weitminiler. 

Of the perfon of Dr. Hunter, it 
may be obierved, that he was regu- 
larly fhaped, but of a flender make, 
and rather below a middle ttature. 

‘¢ There are feveral good por- 
traitsof him extant. One of thefe 
is in an unfinifhed painting by Zof- 
fani, who has reprefented him in 
the attitude of giving a lecture on 
the muicles at the royal academy, 
furrounded by a groupe of acade- 
micians, Of the engraved prints of 
him which have appeared, | give 
the preterence to that executed by 
Collyer, from the portrait by 
Chamberlin, in the council cham- 
ber of the Royal Academy. It ex- 
hibits an accurate and ftriking re- 
femblance of his features. 

‘* His manner of living was ex- 
tremely {imple and irugal, and the 
quantity of his food was fmall as 
well as plain. He was an early 
rifer, and when bulinefs was over, 
was conftantly engaged in his ana- 
tomical puriuits, or in his mu- 
feum.— 

*¢ ‘There was fomething very en- 
gaging in his manner and addrefs, 
and he had fuch an appearance of 
attention to his patients, when he was 
making his inquiries, as could hardly 
fail to conciliate their confidence 
and efteem. In confultation with 
his medical brethren, he delivered 
his opinions with difliience and can- 
dour. In familiar converiution he 
was chearful and unafluming. 

** All who knew him allow that 
he poficiled an excellent under{tand- 
ing, great readinefs of perception, a 
good memory, and a found judg- 
ment, ‘Lo thefe intellectual pawers 
he 
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he united uncommon affiduity and 
precifion, fo that he was admrably 
titted for anatomical invettigation. 

“ As a teacher of anatomy he 
has been long und defervediy ccle- 
brated. He was a good orator, and 
having a clear and accurate concep- 
tion of what he taught, he knew 
how to place in diftinct and intelli- 

ible points of view the moft ab- 
ttrufe fubjedts of anatomy and phy- 
fiology. Among other methods of 
explaining and illuftrating his doc- 
trines, he ufed frequently to intro- 
duce fome appofite ftory or cafe 
that had occurred to him in his 
practice, and few men had acquired 
a more interefting fund of anecdotes 
of this kind, or related them in a 
more agreeable manner. He had 
the talent of intufing much of his 
ardour into his pupils, and if anato- 
mical knowlege is more diffufed in 
this country than formerly, we are 
indebted for this, in a great mea- 
fure, to his exertions. 

*“ ‘To him, hkewife, we owe 
much of the moderation and cau- 
tion which now prevail amongtt dif- 
erect and intelligent practitioners of 
midwifery, in the ufe of inttru- 
moents.-—— 


*¢ The munificence he difplayeg 
in the caufe of fuience has likewen - 
claim to our applaute.  Perfons ir 
an invidrous turn of mind who fed 
to depreciate bis merit in this te. 
fpeci, may perhaps endeavour ¢» 
trace the motive by which he wa 
actuated, and afcribe to vanity 
what deferves rather to be conlider- 
ed as a commendable love of fame, 
It is certain that Dr. Hunter faeri- 
hoed no part of his time or his for. 
tune to voluptuouinels, to idle pomp, 
or to any of the common objeds of 
vanity that iniluence the purtuits ot 
mankind in general. He feems to 
have been animated with a defire of 
diftinguifhing himfel: in thofe things 
which arein their nature lavdable ; 
and being a bachelor, and without 
views for eftablifhing a family, he 
was at liberty to indulge his incli- 
nation. Let us, therefore, not 
with-hold the praife that is due to 
him ; and at the fame time let it be 
obferved, that his temperance, his 
prudence, his perfevering and eager 
puriuit of know#ge, conftitute an 
example which we may with ad- 
vantage to ourfelves, and to fociety, 
endeavour to imitate. 





Some ACCOUNT of the Late Mr, WILLIAM HEWSON, F.R.S. 


[From the fame Work.] 


“e F the life of this ingenious 

anatomift no account had 
been printed, ull my learned triend 
Dr. Hahn, profeflor of phytic in 
the univerfity of Leyden, pretixed 
fome anecdotes of him to a Latin 
tranflation of his works, lately pub- 
hifhed in that city, but which | have 
not yet feen. Thefe anecdotes are con- 
tained in the following letrer with 
whidh Mr. Hewfon’s widow favoured 


me, in reply to one I had addreffed 
to her at the fuggeftion of our com- 
mon friend Mr. Watfon, F.R.S. 
This letter I tranfmitted to Dr. 
Hahn, who tells me he has given 
entire in a Latin tranflation ; and i 
affords fo affectionate and juft a tn 
bute to the memory of Mr. Hewfon, 
that J am perfuaded my readers will 
be pleafed to fee it preferved here 


in its original form. see 








ed al =. 





“6 Sir, 
¢* I fhould think myfelf bound to 


ant any requeft introduced with 
ir. Watfon’s name; but that which 

ou make in the letter I received 
yelterday needed no fuch introduc- 
tion. A tribure paid to the me- 
mory of Mr. Hewton is highly gra- 
titying tome, and I can have no 
employment that will give me more 
fatistaction than that of affifting m any 
degree to the fpreading of his fame. 

“ You fay, you are not unac- 

yainted with the general hiftory of 
Mr. Hewfon’s life, and you fpeak 
of him in terms which fhew you 
are not unacquainted with his cha- 
rater. Had you been among the 
number of his friends, you woul 
bear teftimony of his private vir- 
tues, Which rendered him no lefs 
dear to his family and affociates, 
than his talents made him refpec- 
table in the world. 

‘¢ Mr, Hewfon was born at Hex- 
ham in Northumberland, on the 
igth of November, O. S. 1739. 
He received the rudiments of hisedu- 
cation at a grammar-fchool in that 
town, under the Rev. Mr. Brown. 
His father was a furgeon and apo- 
thecary in the place, and much 
refpected in that neighbourhood. 
With him Mr. Hewfon acquired 
his firft medical knowlece. Being 
ambitious to increale that knowlege, 
he placed himfelf firft under an emi- 
nent furgeon in Neweaftle (Mr. 
Lambert), andatterwards refided for 
fome time at London, Edinburgh, 
and Paris. His {ubfequent acquire- 
ments are fufficient to prove, that 
he vifited thofe places with a true 
love of fcience and defire of attain- 
ing eminence in his profedion. 

, “© [became acquainted with him 
inthe year 1768. He was at that 


time in partnerfhip with Dr. Hun- 
ter, Some fimilarity in our difpo- 
fitions created a mutual efteem, and 
the equality of our fituations made 
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our union defirable in point of pru- 
dence. i had five months the ftart 
of him in age, no pretenfions to 
beauty, nor any {plendid fortune ; 
yet I believe he was fatisfied with 
the choice he made. We were mar- 
ried July roth 3770. I brought 
him two fons. ‘The elder was jutt 
three years old when Mr. Hewfon 
died, which was on the firft of May 
1774, and I was delivered of a 
daughter on the ninth of Auguft 
following. His lait moments of re 
collection were embittered by the 
idea of leaving me with three chil- 
dren but feantily provided for. The 
trial of my fortitude was different : 
the lofs of affluence I did not feel 
for myfelf, and I thought I could 
bring up my children not to want it. 
However, by the death of an aunt, 
who lett me her fortune, | became re- 
inftated in ealy circumftances, and 
am enabled to give a liberal educa- 
tion to my children, who I hope 
will prove worthy of the {tock from 
which they grew, and do honour 
to the name of Hewfon. 

*¢ Mr. Hewfon’s mother is fill 
living at Hexham, and_ has one 
daughter, the youngett and only re- 
maining child of eleven. 

** His father died in 1767; and 
having had fo large a tainily, it will 
be readily fuppoted he could not 
give much to his fon, fo that Mr. 
Hewfon’s advancement in life was 
owing to his own induftry. 

‘¢ A better fon and hufband, or 
a fonder father than Mr. Hewfon, 
never exifted. He was honoured 
with the triendthip of many refpect- 
able perfons now living, and the 
late fir John Pringle fhewed him 
fingular marks of regard. 

‘¢ Mr. Hewfon’s manners were 
gentle and engaging : his ambition 
was free from oftentation, his pru- 
dence was without meannefs, and 
he was‘more covetous of fame than 
of fortune. 

*6 You 
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** You will, I truft, readily for- *¢ To this letter I take the 


. d- 5 . liberty 
give me, 1f ] have been more pro- to add, that the writer of it, whofe 
hx than you defired. It would be fentiments do her fo much hohour 

© ’ 


no eafy matter for me to relate bare is the lady to whom Dr. Franklig 
faéts without fome comment upon has addrefled feveral of his letters 


fuch a fubject. on philofophical fubjects, and like. 
« Tam, Sir, wife his {cheme for a new alphabet 
Your mott obedient and reformed mode of {pelling, pub. 
Humble fervantr, lithed in the colleétion of his poli. 
Mary Hewson.” tical, mifcellaneous and philofophi. 
Kenfington, Cal pieces.” 


Aug. 30, 1782. 


MANNERS 








MANNERS of 


{ 6: 





) 





NATIONS, 





MANNERS of the ries . the End of the Second PUNIC 
MA? a 


[From Dr. 


“ UT, notwithftanding the 

fplendor of fuch rapid ad- 
vancement, and of the high mili- 
tary and political talents which pro- 
cured it, if by any accident the ca- 
reer of the Komans had been ftopt 
atthe prefent era, their name, it is 
probable, wouid never have ap- 
peared on the record of polifhed na- 
ions, nor they themielves been 
otherwife known thar as a barba- 
rous dynafty, that fell a prey to 
fome more fortunate pretenders to 
dominion and chnquett, 

“ The Romans, being altogether 
men of the fword, or of the ftate, 
made no application to letters, or 
fédentary occupations. Cato is in- 
troduced by Cicero as faying, that 
ithad been anciently the tafhion at 
Roman feafts to fing heroic ballads 
in honour of their anceftors ; but 
that thiscuftom had been difconti- 
nued in his own time: and it is pro- 
bable, from the great change which 
their language underwent in a few 
years, that they had no popular or 
citablifhed compofitions in writing, 
or even in vulgar tradition, by which 
the unitormity of language has, in 
oher inflances, been longer pre- 
ferved. ‘They had hitherto no hif- 
toran, poet, or philofopher; and 
was only now, that any tafte be- 
40 to appear tor the compofitions 
etfuch authors. Fabjus, Ennius, 
aud Cato, became the firft hittori- 





Fercuson’s Hiftory of the Progrefs and Termination of the 
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ans Of their country, and raifed the 
firft literary monuments of genius 
that Were to remain with pofterity. 

“The inclination which now 
appeared for the learning of the 
Greeks was by many confidered as 
a mark of degeneracy, and gave rife 
to the never-ending difpute, which, 
in this as in other nations, took 
place between the patrons of ancient 
and modern manners, The ad- 
mirers of ancient times, being at- 
tached to what they received trom 
their anceftors, were difpofed to re- 
ject every new improvement, and 
{cemed willing to ftop the progrefs 
of ingenuity itfelf. The gay, and 
the fafhionable, on the other hand, 
liked what was new; were fond’ of 
every change, and would ever 
adopt the lateft invention as the 
model of propriety, elegance, and 
beauty. 

«“ ‘To the fimplicity of the Ro- 
man manners in other refpects, and 
to the ability of the moft accom- 
plifhed councils of ftate, was joined 
a very grofs fuperitition, which led 
to many acts of abfurdity and 
cruelty. In this particular it ap- 
pears, that the conceptions of men 
are altogether unconnected with 
their civil and political, as well as 
military character; and that the 
rites they adopt, even when inno- 
cent, and the moft admiffible ex- 
preffions of worfhip, do not deferve 
to 
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to be recorded for any ‘other purpofe 
than to fhew how tar they are ar- 
bitrary ; and how little, in many 
inftunces, they are direéted, even 
among nations otherwife the moft 
accomplithed, by any rule of utility, 
humanity, or reafon. 

** A little time before the break- 
ing out of the late war, the Roman 
fenate, upon the report of a pro- 
phecy, that the Gauls and the 
Greeks were to poflefs the city, or- 
dered a man and a woman of each 
of thofe nations to be buried alive 
in the market-place ; fuppofing, we 
may imagine, that, by this adt of 
monftrous injuftice and cruelty, they 
were to fulfil or elude the predic- 
tion. They attended to the num- 


berlefs prodigies that were annually 
collected, and to the charms that 
were fuggetled to avert the evils 
which thote prodigies were fuppofed 
to prefage, no lefs than they did to 
the moitt ierious attairs of the Com; 
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monwealth. They frequent 

ed to impute thake dibrete < ms 
to the neglect of fuperftitious nit 
than to the mifcondué of their oft 
ficers, or to the fuperiority of their 
enemies. Fabius, whe, b rfe. 
verance and fteadinefs, had the 
merit of reftoring their affairs, was 
no lefs celebrated for his diligence 
in averting the effect of prodigies 
and unhappy prefayes, than he was 
for the conduét and ability of a cau. 
tious and fuccefsful commander, 
Even Scipio is faid to have been in. 
fluenced by his dreams, and to have 
pretended to fpecial revelations, 

‘* From fuch examples as thefe, 
we inay learn the fallacy of partial 
reprefeatations of national character, 
and carefully to guard againft draw. 
ing any inference trom the defeéts 
or accomplifhments which a people 
may exhibit of one kind, to elta- 
blith thofe of another.” 





ote 





—— + 





MANNERS of the ROMANS, after the Defeat of PERSEUS, and 
the Settlement of MACEDONIA and ILLYRICUM. 


s6 UCH was the rank which the 
Romans aflumed among na- 

tions; while their fatefmen ftill re- 
tained much of their primeval ru- 
flicity, and did not confider the 
diftinctions of tortune and equipage 
as the appurtenances of power or 
of high command. Cato, though 
a citizen of the higheit rank, and 
vetted fucceflively with the dignities 
of Conful and of Cenfor, ufed to 
rtake in the labour of his own 
“ and to feed with them from 
the fame difh at their meals. When 
he commanded the armies of the re- 
blic, the daily allowance of his 
Pouf:bold was no more than three 


[From the fame Work.] 


medimni, or about as many bufhels 
of wheat for his family, and halt a 
medimnus, or half a buthel of bar- 
ley for his horfes. In furveying his 
province he ufually travelled on foot, 
attended by a fingle flave who car- 
ried his baggage. ; 

‘¢ Thefe particulars are mention: 
ed perhaps as peculiar to Cato; but 
fuch fingularities in the manners 
a perfon placed fo high among. the 
people, carry fome general intimas 
tion of the tafhion of the times. 

“¢ A fpirit of equality yet reige 
ed among the members 0 the com- 
monwealth, which rejected the dif- 
tinGtions of fortune, and check 














the admiration of private wealth. 
{n all military donations the centu- 
rion had no more than double the 
allowance of a private foldier, and 
no military rank was indelible. The 
conful and commander in chief of 
one year ferved not only in the 
ranks, but even as a tribune or 
inferior officer in the next : and the 
fame perfon who had difplayed the 
enjus aod ability of the general, 
fill valued himielf on the courage 
and addrefs of a legionary {foldier. 
«© No one was railed above the 
glory to be reaped trom the exertion 
of mere perfonal courage and bodi- 
ly ftrength. Periuns of the high- 
eft condition fent or accepted a deti- 
anee to fight in fingle combat, in 
prefence of the armies to which 
they belonged. Marcus Servilius, a 
rion of confular rank, in order 
to enhance the authority with 
which he fpoke when he pleaded 
for the triumph of Paulus Emilius, 
informed the people that he bim- 
felf, full three and twenty times, 
had fought fingly with fo many 
champions of the enemy, and that 
in each of thefe encounters he had 
flain and itripped his antagonitt. A 
combat of the fame kind was after- 
wards fought by the younger Sci- 
pio, when ferving in Spaine 
** The fumsptuary laws of this age 
were fuired to the idea of citi- 
zens. who were determined to con- 
tnbute their utmoft tothe grandeur 
of the ftate; but to forego the 
means of luxury or perfonal di- 
finction. Roman ladies were re- 
trained, except in religious procef- 
fions, from the ufe of carriages any 
Where within the city, or at the 
diftance of lefs than a mile from its 
walls; and yet the {pace over which 
they Were to preferve their commu, 
Mications extended to a circuit of 
fourteen miles, and began to be fo 
much crowded with ‘buildings or 
Cottages, that, even before the re- 
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duction of Macedonia, it was be- 
come neceflary to reftrain private 
perfons fram epcroaching on the 
fireets, fquares, and other {paces 
referved for public conveniency. In 
a place of this magnitude, and fu 
fiocked with inhabitants, the female 
fex was alfo forbidden the ufe of va- 
riegated or party-coloured clothes, 
or of more than half an ounce of 
gold im the ornament of their per- 
fons. This law being repealed, 
contrary to the fentiments of Cato, 
this citizen, when he came, in the 
capacity of Centor, to take account 
of the equipages, clothes, and 
jewels of the women, taxed cach 
of them tenfold for whatever was 
found in her wardrobe exceeding the 
value of one thouland five hundred 
denarii, or about fitty pounds flerl- 
ing. 

*¢ ‘The attention of the leviflature 
was carried into the detail of enter- 
tainments or teails. In one act the 
number of the gueits, and in a fubfe- 
quent one the expchce of their 
meals, were limited. By the Lex 
Tribonia, enacted about twenty 
years after the reduction of Mace- 
donia, acitizen was allowed, on cer- 
tain high feftivals, to expend three 
hundred affes, or about twenty fhil- 
lings fterling ; on other feftivals of 
lefs note, one hundred affes, or 
about fix fhillings and eight pence ; 
but during the remainderof the year, 
no morethan ten afles, or about eight 
pence; and was not allowed to ferve 
up morethanone fowl, andthis with’a 
provifo that it fhould not be cram- 
med or fatted. 

*¢ Superftition made a principal 
article in the charatter of the peo- 
ple. It fubjected them continually 
to be occupied or alarmed with pro- 
digies and ominous appearances, of 
which they endeavoured to avert 
the effects by rites and expiations, 
as ftrange and irrational as the pree 
fages on which they had grounded 
their 
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their fears. Great part of their 
time was accordingly taken up with 
proceffions and public fhews, and 
much of their fubftance, even to 
the whole annual produce of their 
herds, was occationally expended 
in facrifices, or in the performance 
of public vows. The firft officers 
of itate, in their functions of the 
pricfthood, performed the part of the 
cook and the butcher; and, while 
the fenate was deliberating on quef- 
tions of great moment, examined 
the entrails of a victim, in order to 
know what the gods had determined. 
“ You mutt detift,” faid the con- 
ful Cornelius, entering the fenate 
with a countenance pale and marked 
with aftonifliment ; ‘* I mytelf have 
vilited the boiler, and the head of 
the liver is confumed.” 

‘¢ According to the opinions en- 
tertained in thofe times, forcery was 
a principal expedient employed by 
thofe who had fecret defigns on the 
lite of their neighbour. It was fup- 
pofed to maké a part in the itatutory 
crime cf poifoning ; and the fame 
imagination which admitted the 
charge of forcery as credible, was, 
in particular initances, when any 
perfon was accufed, ealily convinced 
of his guilt infomuch that fome 
thoufands were at times convicted 
together of this imaginary crime. 

‘© The manners of the people of 
Italy were at times fubject to ftrange 
diforders, or the magiftrate gave 
credit to wild and improbable re- 
ports. The ftory of the Bacchanals, 
dated the year of Rome five hun- 
dred and fixty-fix, or about twenty 
years before the conqueft of Mace. 
donia, may be confidered as an in- 
ftance of oneor the other. — A fo- 
ciety, under the name of Bacchanals, 
had been inftituted, on the fuggef- 
tion of a Greek pretender to divina- 
tion. The defire of being admitted 
into this fociety prevailed through- 
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tremely numerous. - As they com, 
monly met in the night, they were 
faid at certain hours to eXtinguith 
their lights, and to indulve thems 
felves In every praétice of horror 
rape, inceit, and murder ; crimes 
under which no feét or fraternity 
could poflibly fubfitt, but which, 
in being imputed to numbers in this 
credulous age, gave occation to 4 
fevere Inquifition, and proved fatal 
to many perfons at Rome, and 
throughout Italy. 

The extreme fuperftition, how. 
ever, of thofe times, in fome of its 
efects, vied with genuine religion ; 
and, by the regard it infpired, more 
efpecially for the oblization of oaths, 
became a principle of public order 
and of public duty, aud in many 
inftances fuperfeded the ufe of penal 
or compultory laws. 

** When the citizen fwore that 
he would obey the call of the ma- 
giftrate to enliit inthe fedioens when 
the foldier fwore that he would not 
defert his colours, difobey his com- 
mander, or fly from his enemy; 
when a citizen, at the call of the 
cenfor, reported on oath the amount 
of his effects ; the ftate, in all thofe 
inflances, with perfect confidence 
relied on the good faith of her fub- 
jects, and was not deceived 

‘© In the period to which thefe 
obfervations refer, that is, in the 
fixth century,of the Roman fate, 
the firft dawning of literature be- 
gan to. appear. It has been men- 
tioned that a cuftom prevailed among 
the primitive Romans, as. among 
other rude nations, at their featts to 
fing or rehearfe heroic ballads which 
recorded their own deeds or thofe of 
their anceftors. This practice 
been fome time difcontinued, 
the compofitions themfelves were 
loit. They were fucceeded by pres 


tended monuments of hittory equally 
fallacious 
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fallacious, the orations which, hav- 
ing been pronounced at funerals, 
were like titles of honour, preferved 
*; the archives of every noble 
houfe, but which were rather cal- 
culated to flatter the vanity of fa- 
milies, than to record the truth. 

«© The Romans owed the earlieft 
compilations of their hiftory to 
Greeks ; and in their own firit at- 
tempts to relate their ftory employed 
the language of that people. Ne- 
rius and Ennius, who were the firft 
that wrote in the Latin tongue, 
compofed their relations in verfe. 
Livius Andronicus, and afterwards 
Plautus and Terence, tranflated the 
Greek fable, and exhibited in the 
fireets of Rome, not the Roman, 
but Grecian manners. The two 
laft are faidto have been perfons of 
mean condition ; the one to have 
fubfifted by turning a baker’s mill, 
the other te have been a captive and 
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a flave. Both of them had probas 
bly poffeffed the Greck tongue as a 
vulgar dialect, which was yet {poker 
in many parts of Italy, and from 
this circumilance, became acquaint- 
ed with the elegant compolitiuns of 
Philemon and Menanders Their 
comedies were acted in the flreets, 
without any feats or benches for the 
recepuon of an audience. But a 
nation fo little fludious of ordinary 
conveniences, and contented to 
borrow their literary models from 
neighbours, to whom, being mere 
imitators, they continued for ages 
inferior, were, however, in their 
political and military character, fu- 
perior to all other nations whatever ; 
and, at this date, had extended a 
dominion, which originally confift- 
ed of a poor village on the Tiber, 
to more empire and territory than 
is now enjoyed by any kingdom or 
ftate of Europe.” 








ACCOUNT of the MANNERS and CUSTOMS of the Inhabitants 
of the Ifland and Town of JOANNA, one of the COMORA 


ISLES. 
[From Major Rooxe’s Travels 


. HOUGH this is not the 

largeit yet it may be reck- 
oned the principal of the Como- 
ra Iflands: it claims fovereignty 
over and exacts tribute from all the 
others. Thefe pretenfions it is how- 
ever fometimes obliged to affert by 
the fword, and at prefent meditates 
an expedition againft Mayotta which 
is ina ftate of rebellion. The na- 


ce on being afked the caufe of 
cir war with that people, rep! 
“ Mayotta like pent. 1 They 
get their fupplics of arms and am- 
Munition from fhips that touch here, 


and ms arrival of fo large a fleet as 
i? 3° 


to the Coaft of Arabia Felix.] 


the prefent will prove very feafon- 
able to them, as it is cuftomary 
for all to make prefents of arms and 
powder to the prince when he pays 
a vifit on board, which he does to 
every onc: a falute is the complis 
ment due on that occafion.— 

‘© The king lives at atown about 
twelve miles off on the caft fide of 
the ifland: two princes of the blood 
refide here. On going their round 
of vifits they fail not to afk for every 
thing they fee which ftrikes their 
fancy ; and of courfe the honour of 
making a pfefent to a prince, iné 
duces one at firft readily to grant 

& whiag 
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what they requeft: but no fooner 
is that done than they make treth 
applications, till we are reduced to 
the rude neceflity of putting the 
negative on moft of them. ‘Thefe 
great perfonages are very richly 
drefled, and attended by a numerous 
fuite of flaves, who like their prince- 
ly mailers are much ftruck with the 
objects they fee, but ufe lefs cere- 
mony in their manner of obtaining 
them. ‘Thefe black princes (for 
that is the complexion of them and 
all the inhabitants) have by fome 
means or other obtained the utles 
of prince of Wales and Prince Will.: 
the former has, I fuppofe, been jo- 
eofely called fo by fome Englifhmen 
as being the heir apparent; and the 
natives have adopted the term, not 
the only one they borrow from us. 


They have an officer fliled Purfer 


Jack, who feems to be at the head 
of the finance-department : of dukes 
they have a prodigious number, who 
entertain us at their hotels for a dol- 
lar per day, and give us for dinner 
very good rice and curry. Thefe 
noblemen, together with a numer- 
ous tribe of others of all ranks, make 
the earlicit application to every one 
to folicit the honour of his com- 
pany and cullom. Even betore the 
ship has let go its anchor they come 
along fide in their canoes, and pro- 
duce written certificates of their ho- 
neity and abilities trom thofe who 
have been here before ; the purport 
of which is to inform you that the 
bearer has given them good cheer, 
wathed their linen well, and fupplied 
their (hip punctually with all forts 
of refre(fhments. The effect is ttrtk- 
ing and fingular on entering the 
road to fee a va(t number of canoes, 
which are made of trunks of trees 
hollowed out with threeor tour black 
fellows in each, their faces turned 
towards the front of the canoe, with 
prcdles formed hike a fpade, digging 
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away in the water and Moving with 
no finall velocity. To keep thes 
cockle-fhells fteady ohana 

s teady and prevent them 
from Over-fetting, they have what 
is termed an out-rigger : it is com. 
pofed of two poles laid acrofs the 
upper part of the canoe, and ex 
tending feveral teet beyond the edges 
thereot on each fide, joined at the 
extremities by two flat pieces of 
wood, fo that it appears like a {quate 
frame laid acrofs the canoe ; they are 
very long, but fo narrow that one 
perton only can fit breadthways, 
The price of every article here’ is 
revulated, and each {hip has its con. 
tractor who engages to fupply it with 
neceflaries at the eftablithed rate; 
but I believe it is in many cafes ex. 
ceeded by the great demand, and the 
eagernefs of halt-flarved people to 
obtain trefh ftock. 

‘© We find no other animals for 
our fea provifions but bullocks, goats, 
and fowls. ‘The feafon for oranges 
is pat, but we get moft other tro- 
pical fruits: and whatever we want, 
have only to give in a lift to a duke 
and he provides us therewith, This, 
you will fay, is a new character for 
a duke to appear in, and fuch it 
feems to be: but it is in fact only 
owing to the mode. They are their 
own ftewards, and difpofe of the 
produce of their eftates themfelves, 
which noblemen of other countnes 
do by the intermediate aid of an 
agent. They at leatt act confittently 
with their characters, by an urbant- 
ty of manners which one is furpniz 
ed to meet with ina people inhabit- 
ing a fmall {pot fecluded from the 
reft of the civilized world. They 
have a regular form of government 
and exercife the Mahometan religi- 
on: both were introduced by Ara 
bians who padied over from the com 
tinent and fubdued the country. 
The original Joanna natives sre by 
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shis ufurpation, and full look upon 
their conquerors with an evil eye. 
Like their fentiments, fo are the 
colours of thefe two races of men 
very diferent. ‘The Arabs have 
not fo deep a tinge as the others, be- 
ing of a yellowith copper complex- 
‘op, with better features and a more 
animated countenance. They con- 
fider a black itreak under the eyes, 
and black teeth, as ornamental : the 
former they make every day at their 
toilettes with a painting bruth dipt 
ina kind of ointment: the latter is 
principally caufed by the chewing 
of the betel nut. This cuftom, 
which prevails in all Eaftern coun- 
tries, anfwers to the fafhion of {mok- 
ing tobacco or taking {nuff with us, 
except that with them it is more ge- 
neral. No one is without a purfe or 
bag of betel, and it is looked on as 
a piece of civility to offer it to your 
frend when you meet him or take 
leave. It is afmall nut of the fize 
of a filberd that grows on a creep- 
ing plant like a vine: together with 
the betel nut are chewed the leaves 
of the areca (a kind of palm tree); 
and a {mall quantity of chinam or 
lime, made of calcined fhells, is 
added. 

* Their religion licenfes a plura- 
lity of wives and likewife concubines: 
they are extremely jealous of thiem, 
and never allow any man to fee the 
women; but female ftrangers are 
admitted into the harem, and fome 
Englith ladies, whofe curiofity has 
led them there, make favourable re- 
ports of their beauty and richnefs 
of. apparel, difplayed in a profufion 
of ornaments of gold, filver, and 
beads, in form of necklacles, brace- 
lets, and ear-rings ; they wear half 
a dozen or more of each, through 
holes bored all along the outer mm 
of the ear, 

“The men feem not to look with 
*2 eye of indifference on our fair 





MANNERS, &c. OF THE COMORA ISLES.  [byj 


country women, notwithftanding they 
are of fo different a complexion. 
One of the firit rank among them 
being much {mitten with an Eng- 
lith young lady, withed to make a 
purchate of her at the price of five 
thoufand dollars; but on being in- 
formed that the lady would fetch de 
leait twenty times that fum in India; 
he lamented that her value was fo 
far fuperior to what he could afford 
to give. 

‘¢ Thefe people are very tempe- 
rate and abftemious, wine being for- 
bidden them by the law of Maho- 
met: but that prophet feems to have 
had lefs compaffion on his followers 
when he enjoined them the fatt of 
Ramazan, latting foramonth, dur 
ing which they never tafte of any 
thing from fun-rife to fun-fet: it is 
now about half over and with fur- 
prize we fee them every day toiling 
in the heat of the fun ; nor will the 
sreateit thirit they they can fufter 
juftity the bare wetting the lips. 
They are frequent in prayer, at- 
tending their mofques three or four 
times a day: we are allowed to en- 
ter them on condition of taking off 
our fhoes. Thefe buildings are re- 
gular but quite plain : in prayer they 
proftrate themfelves on the ground, 
frequently kiffing it and expreffing 
very fervent devotion, — 

‘¢ The town trom whence 1 date 
this is clofe to the fea, fituated at 
the foot of a very high hill, and 
about a mile and a half in circuits 
The houfes are inclofed either with 
high ftone walls, or paling made 
with a kind of reed, and the ftreets 
are little narrow alleys extremely in- 
fricate and forming a perfect laby- 
rinth, The better kind of houfes 
are built of {tone within a court- 
yard, have a portic» to fhield them 
trom the fun, and one long and lof- 
ty room where they receive gucfts. 
The other apartments are facred to 
& 2 the 
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the women. ‘The fides of their 
rooms are covered with a number of 
{mall mirrors, bits of china ware, 
and other little ornaments that they 
procure from fhips which come 
here to refrefh: the moft fuperb of 
them are furnifhed with cane fophas, 
covered with chintz and fattin mat- 
trafles. Mott of the people fpeak a 
little Englifh : they protefs a parti- 
cular regard for our nation, and are 

fond of repeating to you that 
** Joanna-man and Englifh-man all 
** brothers,”? and never fail to afk 
“how King George do?” In 
general they appear to be a cour- 
teous and well-difpofed people, and 
very fair and honeft in their deal- 
ings, though there are amongft 
them, as in all other nations, fome 
vicioufly inclined; and theft ts 
much praétifed by the lower clafs, 
notwithitanding the punifhment of 
it is very exemplary, being ampu- 
tation of both hands of the delin- 
quent. 

‘¢ The inhabitapts of this ifland, 
like thofe of moit hot and tropical 
countries, are indolent, and do not 
improve by their labour the rich- 
nets of that foil with which nature 
has bleit them. Climate here fa- 
vours vegetation to fuch a degree 
as requires little toilto the hufband- 
man; burtthat little is denied; fo 
that beyond oranges, bananas, pine- 
apples, cocoa nuts, yams and pur- 
flun, (all growing fpontaneoufly,) 
few vegetables are met with; nor 
are the natural beauties of the itland 
interior to its other advantages of 
plenty and tertility : the face of the 
country is very picturefque and 
pleating ; its feenes are drawn by 
the bold ftrokes of nature’s matterly 
pencil: lofty inountains cloathed to 
their very fummits ; deep and rug- 
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ged vallies adorned by f; 
taracts and cafcades - 


CqueRt oa 
: : 3 Woods, rocks 
and rivulets intermixed jy « 2 
*¢ theatric pride,” form the land. 
fcape : groves are feen extendin 
over the plains, to the Very edve of 


the fea, tormed principally by co 
coa-nut trees, whofe long and naked 
{tems leave a clear uninterupted pat. 
fage beneath, while their tufted and 
over{preading tops form a thick 
fhade above, and keep off the 
fcorching rays of the fun. In thefe 
we pitch our tents, and enjoy a 
fhort relief from the ennui of a te. 
dious voyage. 

‘© In the interior part of the 
illand, furrounded by mountains of 
a prodigious height, and about fif- 
teen miles from this town, is fitu- 
tuated a facred lake half a mile in 
circumference. ‘The adjacent hills 
covered with lofty trees, and the 
unfrequented folitude of the place, 
feem more calculated to infpire re. 
ligious awe in thofe who vifit this 
fequettered fpot, than any fanctity 
that is te be difcovered in a parcel 
of wild ducks inhabiting it, which 
are deified and worfhipped by the 
original natives, whe confult them 
as their oracles on all important af 
fairs, and facrifice ro them. Being 
extremely averle to conduct ftrangers 
there, they ftipulate that all guns 
fhall be left at a place five miles 
from the lake. The worfhip paid 
to thefe birds enfures their fafety 
and tranquillity, and rendering them 
of courte perfectly tame, they fear- 
lefly approach any one who goes 
there. The Arabian part of the 
iflanders hold this barbarous fuper- 
{tition in the utmoft deteftation, 
but dare not forbid the practice of 
it, fo bigoted to it are the others. 


ACCOUNT 
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ACCOUNT of the TURKISH Manner of BATHING. 


(From Colonel CaprEr’s 


‘6 Obfervations on the Paffage to India, 


through Egypt, and acrofs the Great Deiert.”’] 


“ FTER your arrival at 
Cairo I would advife you as 
well for health as for pleafure, almott 
immediately to repair to the hum- 
mamorbagnio. ‘The ‘Turkith man- 
ner of bathing is infinitely fuperior 
to any thing of the kind that is now 
known, or at leaft practifed in any 
rt of Europe: for even moft of 
the inhabitants of Italy, once fo fa- 
mous for the magnificence of their 
baths, have long neglected this lux- 
urious but falutary cuftom : as fome 
of your friends may never have feen 
a Turkifh bagnio, # fhall attempt a 
defcription of that T uted, which 
was one of the common fort, fuch 
as are to be met with in every city 
in the Levant. 

“ The firft room is the undreffing 
chamber, which is lofty and fpa- 
cious, about twenty-five feet long 
and eighteen wide; near the wall 
isa kind of bench raifed about two 
feet from the floor, and about feven 
or eight feet wide, fo that after 
bathing, a perfon may lie down 
upon it at full length; the windows 
are near the top of the room, as 
well that the wind may not blow 
upon the bathers when undreffed, 
as for decency’s fake. After un- 
drefling, a fervant gives you a nap- 
kin to wrap round you, and alfo 
a pair of flippers ; and thus equip- 
ped, you are conducted through a 
harrow paflage to the fteam-room or 
bath, which isa large round build- 
ing of about twenty-five feet dia- 
meter, paved with marble, and in 
the centre of it is a circular bench, 
where you are feated until you find 
yourfelt in a profufe perfpiration ; 
ten your guide or attendant imme- 





diately begins rubbing you with his 
hand covered with a piece of coarfe 
{tuff called Keffay, and thereby 
peels off from the fkin a kind of 
fkurf, which cannot be moved by 
wafhing only. When he has rub- 
bed you a few minutes, he conducts 
you toa fmall room, where there is 
a hot bath about four feet deep and 
ten feet fquare, in which he will 
offer to wath you, having his hand 
covered with a fmoother ttuff than 
before ; or you may have fome per- 
fumed foap given you to wafh your- 
felf: after you have remained here 
as long as is agreeable, you are. 
conducted to another little fide 
room, where you find two cocks of 
water, the one hot, the other cold ; 
which you may throw over you wiffi 
a bafon, the water being tempered 
to any degree of warmth, or per- 
fectly cold if you prefer it. This 
being the laft ablution, you are then 
covered with a napkin, and from 
hence again condutted tothe un- 
drefling room, and placed upon the 
before-mentioned bench with a car- 
pet under you, and being extended 
upon it at full length, your atten- 
dant again offers to rub you dry with 
napkins. Some people have their 
nails cut, and alfo are fhampoed ; 
the Turks generally fmoak after 
bathing and the operation of fham- 
poing, and in about an hour, a 
tew minutes more or lefs, they com- 
monly drefs and go home. 

‘Tt is to be, wifhed that fome 
able phytician would take the trou- 
ble of informing us what would be 
the probable effects of the ufe of 
the Turkifh baths in England, If 
we were to judge by a comparifon 
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between the endemical diforders of 


Afia and Europe, we fhould fup- 
= that the moderate ule of the 
J 


ath might render the gout and 
rheumatifm as uncommon in this 
part of the world, as they are in the 


other. 


6 Very 


the gout. 

on" b: lie « ann 
warm yathns : ana 
throwing off — thofe 


which not being removed, 


nical diforders amongtt 
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few Afiatics are afflicted 
with thefe complaints, although 
they eat their meat very highly fea- 
foned with fpices, and flewed in 
clarified butter; feldom take any 
exercife, and even many of them 
fecreily indulge in other excefles, 
which with us are fuppofed to caufe 
Why then may we not 
allow fome degree of efficacy in 
fhampoing, in 
humours, 
0c- 
cafion the gout and other chro- 
us: but my 





knowledge of thefe matters bein 

very fuperficial, I only humb} 

fuggeft thefe ideas to the faculty fo 
their confideration and opinion thus 
much, however, I can pretend to 
fay from my own experience, that 
the warm bath is very refrefhin 

after undergoing violent fatigue, 
In coming from Suez to Cairo, a 
journey of feventy miles, I was 
expofed ta very bad weather, for 
two days and two nights, with no 
tent or covering but a cloak, On 
my arrival at my journey’s end 
very much harrafled with fatigue, 
and benumbed with cold, | wene 
into a warm bath, in which having 
remained about half an hour, I was 
perfectly recovered, and never in 
my life was y better fpirits, or 
more abie to have puriued my 
journey.” 





GOVI 


[From the 


e6 GYPT is divided into 

', tweaty-four provinces, cach 
of which is governed by fangiack 
or bey: the major part of thefe 
twenty-four beys refide at Cairo, 
where always once a week, and fome- 
times oftener they fet in council, 
called by them the divan : the fheick 
belle d 18 the prelice nt of the conncil, 


} 


and executive member of the go- 
his ofhce is fomewhat 
fimilarto that of the doge of Venice, 
with rather more authority ; but 
that indeed depends upon a variety 
of circumftances, fuch as whether 
he is a man of great abilities and 
firmnefs himfelf; whether be is fup- 
ported by a large party amongtt his 
and whether or not he 
is on good terms with the bafhaw. 
When I was at Cairo, the fheick 


vernment : 


colleagues ; 


State of the EGYPTIAN 


RNM ENT. 


fame Work.] 


belled was rather a weak man, and 
owed his faicry to the mutual jea- 
loufy of two rival beys nearly of 
equal power, who both afpired to 
his place. ‘The balhaw 1s fent trom 
the Porte as viceroy on the part of 
the grand fignior: it he can con- 
trive to fow fedition amongit the 
beys, and feeretly attach himfelt 
to the iirongeit party, whilit he 
feems to obferve a firct neutrauty, 
he fometimes acquires more l- 
Avence than even the fheick beled 
himielf; but then he muft act with 
great care and circumf{pection 5 for 
fhould his intrigues be difcovered, 
and the adverfe party to his prevail, 
he certainly will be obliged to quit 

1¢ country. 
. 7 he Sais of his difmiffion 1s 


charaéteriltic of the gloomy and ate 
oO bitrary 








bitra proceedings of this oriental 
sepub ic. The beys having come 
to a refolution of fending him away, 
difpatch a carracoulouck from the 
divan or council to his houfe, who 
approaches the place where the 
hathaw is feated, and having filently 
turned up the corner of the carpet, 
abruptly goes away: he is, how- 
ever, obliged to carry an order 
with him, which he puts into his 
bofem, leaving out a corner of it 
fo as to be plainly perceived. The 
pame carracoulouck lignifies a black 
meflenger, for he is dreffed in black, 
with a fort of bonnet on his head, 
of the fame colour. 

“© The bafhaw never pretends to 
oppofe this mandate or rather hint 
from the divan, knowing that re- 
fiftance would very probably coft 
him his life. He therefore as foon 
as poilible retires quietly to Boulako, 
fituated about two miles and a half 
to the weftward of Cairo; or when 
he fufpeéts a violent degree of re- 
fentment again{t hin, he proceeds 
to Rofetto, and from thence by 
the firft conveyance to Cyprus, 
where he remains until he hears 
from Conftantinople. 

‘‘ The divan or council of the 
beys, to keep up appearances with the 
Porte, difpatch a fpecial meflenger to 
Conitantinople, complaining of the 
mifcondu& of the bafhaw; but the 
grand fignior, confcious of his in- 
ability to fupport his officer, takes 
no other notice of his difmiffion than 
in fending another bafhaw to Cairo, 
and often impofing a fine on the 
one that has been difgraced. Such, 
fir, is the general outline of this 
government, and as it is impoflible 
for you, during your fhort ftay in 
Egypt, to difcover the fecret ine 
trigues of the ftate, fo as to judge 
which party predominates, you pers 
haps will think it mog prudent to 
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be equally attentive to both. On 
a future occafion, when pofleffed 
of full information, and more lei- 
fure, I fhall probably trouble you 
with fome farther obfervations on 
this extraordinary government, but 
I hall conclude the prefent with a 
curious trait of their policy, which 
has no precedent that | know of in 
any other country whatever. 

“The children of the beys can- 
not inherit either the rank or the 
property of their fathers, nor even 
be appointed to any office which it 
is deemed proper for a bey to hold, 
It is true, the divan, after the death 
of a bey, appropriates a part of his 
property tothe maintenance of his 
family, but the remainder goes to 
his cafheef or licutenant, who ge- 
nerally fucceeds both to his office 
and eitate. Thefe cafheefs are Geor- 
gian or Circaflian flaves, whom 
the bey has bought and adopted 
when young, and of courfe edu. 
cated with great care and tendernefs, 
with a view of leaving them grate- 
ful guardians to their orphan 
children. This law was doubtlefs 
fugeefied to them by their diflike to 
monarchy and predilection for a 
republic; but furely it firft took 
place during the adminittration of 
fome childlefs perfon, or the voice 
of nature would have fuppreffed the 
dictates of policy. 

** The city of Caira and its en- 
virons, as you well know, are full of 
curiofities, but nothing attracted 
my attention fo much as the infinite 
varicty of people in the publie 
ftreets, and yet I could difcover 
nothing like an original national 
character among them. The pre- 
fent Egyptians are an heterogenous 
mixture of all nations, and hav- 
ing unfortunately retained only the 
worft features both of the minds 
and ‘perfons of their anceftors, in 
£4 my 
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my opinion they are now become 
the mot difagreeable and contemp- 
tible nation on earth, bearing no 
more refemblance to the former 





Egyptians, than the prefent ruing 


do to their once magnificent build. 


ings.” 





Some ACCOUNT of ROSETTO and its INHABITANTS. 


[From the fame Work.] 


69 N advifing you to travel by 

night from Rofetto to Alex- 
andria, I do not mean that you 
fhould depart from Rofetto the 
night of your arrival, for if you 
can ftay there you will find fufi- 
cient amufement for a week at leatt; 
not that Rofetto itfelf I believe 
abounds with antiquities, but there 
are many modern byildings,” ta 
and near the city, very well worth 
feeing. It is a place much refpec- 
ted by the Mahomedans, who fay 
if Mecca were to be taken from them, 
that the pilgrims who now go thi- 
ther, would in future vifit Rafhid, 
i, e. Rofetta; which opinion 1s pro- 
bably founded on a tradition that 
one of Mahomed’s neareft relations, 
formerly lived, and is now buried 
at a mofque which is fituated at the 
northern partof the fuburbs. The 
length of this city is near two miles, 
but it is not more than half a mile 
broad ; in the environs of it there 
are many country houfes belonging 
to Chriitian merchants, whofe gar- 
dens abound with exceeding fine 
oranges, and many of the choicett 
fruits of the Eaft ; but what con- 
tributes moft to make it an agree- 
able refidence to them, is the libe- 
rality and politenefs of the Maho- 
medan inhabitants, who notwith- 
jianding the reputed fanctity of the 
place, are particularly civil to the 
Chriftians; whereas at Damietta, 
which is fituated only on the oppo- 
ite or Pelutian fide of the Delta, 


an European cannot appear with 
out a certainty of being infulted, 
For this violent antipathy no other 
reafon can be afligned, but that 
during the erufades confiderable de- 
tachments of the Chrittian armies 
ufed to land there, and the accounts 
of the ravages they committed being 
tranfmitted to pofterity has fixeda 
deep-rooted refentment in the minds 
of the Damicttans, that will never be 
eradicated as long as thofe ftories 
are remembered. 

** European travellers in general 
complain of the ill treatment they 
meet with in all the countrics of the 
Levant, but particularly when they 
are examining the ruins of ancient 
cities: the jealoufy fhewn by the 
Mahomedans on thefe occafions is 
always imputed to religious pre- 
judices, or the want of urbanity, 
but I fhall bes leave to account for 
it in another manner. 

‘6 It is generally believed by 
them that all Europeans are deeply 
verfed in the abfirufe and occult 
fciences, which makes them con- 
fider us in the fame light as the 
vulgar and ignorant in Europe con- 
fider our fortune-tellers or conjurors, 
that is with a kind of admiration 
inixed with fear and  deteftation. 
Added to this prejudice, they are 
alfo thoroughly perfuaded from the 
ftories they daily hear repeated out 
of the Arabian Nights Entertain- 
ments, that there are many fubter- 


raneous palaces in their aa | 
u 














pESCRIPTION OF THE INHABITANTS OF SUMATRA. [73] 


full of pearls and diamonds, in fearch 
of which, they fuppofe the Eu- 
ropeans are come to Egypt: we al- 
ways acknowledge that we are look- 
ing after curiofities, which ferves to 
confirm them in their error ; for as 
they have not the mot diftant idea 
of what we mean by curiofities, 
they naturally conclude we are 
Jooking for the pearls and diamonds 
fyppoted to be concealed in thofe 
fame palaces ; which opinion alfo is 
{trongly corroborated by the zeal 
and anxiety fhewn by our antiqua- 
ries in their refearches. ‘ 

« Asthe mean heat of a country 
js faidto be nearly afcertained by 
the mean heat of the fprings; fo 
arethe genius and character of a 
nation difcovered by perufing their 
favourite beoks ; for which reafon I 
advife you by all means to perufe 
the Arabian Nights Entertainments 
before you fet out on your journey. 
Believe me, fir, they contain 
much curious and ufeful informa- 
tion. They are by many pcople 
erroncoufly fuppofed to be a fpu- 
rious production, and are therefore 
flighted in a manner they do not de- 
ferve, They were written, as I 
have already hinted, by an Arabian, 
and are univerfally read, and ad- 
mired throughout Afia by all ranks 
of men both old and young: con- 
fidered therefore as an original 
work, defcriptive as they are, of 
the manners and cuftoms of the 


Eaft in general, and alfo of the 
genius and character of the Ara- 
bians in particular ; they furely mut 
be thought to merit the attention 
of the curious: nor are they, in my 
opinion, entirely deflitute of merit 
in other refpects; for although the 
extra-vagance of fome of the ftories 
is carried too far, yet on the whole, 
one cannot help admiring the fancy 
and invention of the author, in 
ftriking out fuch a variety of pleafing 
incidents : pleafing I call them, be- 
caufethey have frequently afforded 
me much amufement, nor do I envy 
any man his feelings, who is above 
being pleafed with them; but before 
any perfon decides upon the merit of 
thefe books, he fhould be eye-witnefs 
of the effect they produce on thofe 
who beft underftand them. I have 
more than once feen the Arabians 
on the Defert fitting round a fire 
littening to thefe ftories with fuch 
attention and pleafure, as totally to 
forget the fatigue and hardfhip with 
which an inftant before they were 
entircly overcome. In fhort, fir, 
not to dweil any longer on this fub- 
ject, they are in the fame eftimation 
all over Afia, that the adventures of 
Don Quixote are in Spain; and I 
am perfuaded no man of any ge- 
nius or tatte would think of making 
the tour of that country, without 


previoutly reading the works of 
Cervantes.” 





General DESCRIPTION of the Perfons of the INHABITANTS of 
SUMATRA, 


{From Mr. Marspen’s Hittory of Sumatra.] 


e HEY are rather below the 
Ss middle ftature ; their bulk 
i$ iN proportion ; their limbs are for 
the moft part flight, but well fhap- 
ed, and particularly fmall at the 


wrifts and ankles. Upon the whole 
they are gracefully formed, and I 
fearcely recollect to have ever feen 
one deformed perfon, of the na- 
tives, ‘The women, however, have 


the 
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the prepoficrous cuitom of flatten- 
ing the nofes, and compreiling the 
heads of children newly born, 
whilit the fkull is yet cartilaginous, 
which increafes their natural ten- 
dency to that fhape. [ could never 
trace the origin of the practice, or 
learn any other reafon for moulding 
the features to this uncouth appe ar- 
ance, but that it was an improve 
ment of beauty in their eftimation, 
Captain Cook takes notice of a fi- 
milar operation at the ifland of Uli- 
tea. They likewife pull out the ears 
of infants, to make them ftand erect 
from the head. Their eyes are uni- 
formly dark and clear, and among 
fome, efpecially the fouthern wo- 
men, bear a {trong refemblance to 
the Chinefe, in that peculiarity of 
formation fo gener: ally obierved of 
thole people. Their hair is itrong 
and of a fhining black; the ae 
provement of both which qualities, 
ut probably owes, In great meatfure, 
to the conilant and early ufe of coco- 
nut oil, with which they keep it 
moift, The men frequently cut 
their hair fhort, not appearing to 
take any pride in it; the women 
confiderable 


encourage theirs to a 
Jeneth, and [ have known many 


inttances of its re aching rthe eTot mad. 
"bhe men are beardlets, al nd have 


chins fo remarkably fimooth, that 
were it not for the Malay pr — 


difplaying a little tuft, we thould b 
apt to conclude that nature had 
fufed them this token of manhood. 
Iris the fume in refpect to other 
parts ot the body, with both fexes ; 
and this particular attention to their 
perfons, they efteem a point of de 
Jicacy, and the contrary an unpal 


donable neglect. The boys, as they 


sc 


ra tha of by, 
Sy pper lips, and thofe 
parts of f the body that are fubdjed to 
fuperfluous hair, with chunam, 
(quick-lime,) efpecially of fhelle 
which — the roots of the mi 
cipien Ce ' 
—_ poe —— pilx that 
wee plucked Out 
from time to time with tweezers, 
which they always carry a them 
for that purpote. Were it not for 
the numerous and very re! pectable 
authorities, trom which we are af. 
fured that ‘the natives of America 
are natur ally beardlefs, I fhould 
think that the common option on 
that fubject had been rathly adopted, 
and that their appearing thus ata 
mature age, was only the confe. 
quence of an early practice, fimiar 
to that obferved among the Suma. 
trans. Even now I mutt confefs that 
it would remove fome imall degree of 
doubt from my mind, could it be 
afcertained that no fuch cuttom pre- 
vails. Their complexion is proper- 
ly yellow, wanting the red tinge that 
coniiitutes a tawny or copper cO- 
lour. They are in general lighter 
than the Mettees, or half- breed, of 
the reft of India; thofe of the fue 
perior clais, who are not expofed ta 
the rays of the fun, and paruco- 
larly their women of rank, approach- 
ing to a great degree of fairnefs. 
Did beat uty confift in this one quae 
lity, fome of them would furpals 
our brunettes in Europe. The ma- 
jor part. of the temales are ugly, 
and many of them even to difgutt, 
yet there are thofe among them, 
whofe appearance is ftriking "ly beau- 
titul; whatever compolition of per- 
fon, features, and complexion, that 
fentiment may be the relult of. 


Difei- 





Differ 


ence in CHARACTER between the MALAYS and other 
SUMATRANS. 


[From the fame Work. ] 


8 HE Malay and native Su- 

matran differ more in the 
features of their mind than in thofe 
of their perfon. Although we know 
not that this iland, in the revolu- 
tions of human grandeur, ever made 
a diftinguifhed figure in the hittory 
of the world, (for the Achenefe, 
though powerful in the fixteenth 
century, were very low in point of 
civilization), yet the Malay inhabi- 
tints have an appearance of degene- 
racy, and this renders their charac- 
ter totally diferent from that which 
we conceive of a favage ; however 
juiily their ferocious fpirit of plun- 
der on the eaftern coat, may have 
drawn upon taem that name. They 
feem rather to be finking into ob- 
fcurity, though with opportunities 
of improvement, than emerging 
from thence, to a flate of civil or 
political importance. ‘They retain a 
trong fhare of pride, but not of 
that laudable kind which reftrains 
men from the commifiion of mean 
and fraudulent actions. ‘They pof- 
felis much low cunning and plau- 
fible duplicity, and know how to 
diflemble the ftrongeft paffions and 
moft inveterate antipathy, beneath 
the utmoit compofure of features, 
ull the opportunity of gratifying 
their refentment offers. Veracity, 
gratitude, and integrity are not to 
be found in the lift of their virtues, 
and their minds are almoft totally 
itrangers to the fentiments of honour 
andinfamy. ‘They are jealous and 
vindictive. Their courage is de- 
lultory, the effect of a momentary 
enthuliafin, which enables them to 
periorm deeds of incredible defpe- 
ration; but they are firangers to 





that fleady magnanimity, that cool 
heroic refolution in battle, which 
conflitutes in our idea the perfetion 
of this quality, and renders it a vir- 
tue. . Yet ic mutt be obferved, that 
from an apathy almoft paradoxical, 
they fufler under fentence of death, 
in cafes where no indignant paffions 
could operate to buoy up the mind 
to a contempt of punifhment, with 
aftonithing compofure and indiffer- 
ence; uttering little more on thefe 
occafions, than a proverbial faying, 
common among them, expreffive of 
the inevitability of fate —** ato boolce 
booat?”? To this ftoicifm, their be- 
licf in predeflination, and very im- 
perfect idea of a future, eternal exift- 
ence, doubtlefs contribute. 

*“* Some writer has remarked, 
that a refemblance is ufually found, 
between the difpofition and qualities 
of the beats proper to any country, 
and thofe of the indigenous inhabi- 
tants of the human fpecies, where 
an intercourfe with foreigners has 
not deftroyed the genuinenefs of 
their character. The Malay may 
be compared to the buffaloe and the 
tiger. In his domettic ftate, he is 
indolent, ftubborn, and voluptuous 
as the former, and in his adventur- 
ous lite, he is infidious, blood- 
thirfty, and rapacious as the latter. 
Thus the Arab is faid to refemble 
his camel, and the placid Gentoo his 
cow. 

‘* The original Sumatran, though 
he partakes in fome degree of the 
Malay vices, and partly from the 
contagion of example, yet pofleffes 
many exclufive virtues; but they 
are more properly of the negative 
than the pofitive kind. He is mild, 
peaceable, 
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peaceable, and forbearing, unlefs 
his anger be roufed by violent pro- 
vocation, when he 1s implacable in 
his refentments. He is temperate 
and fober, being equally abftemious 
in meatand drink. The diet ot the 
natives is moitly vegetable ; water 
is their only beverage; and though 
they will kill a fowl ora goat fora 
itranger, whom perhaps they never 
jaw betore, nor ever expect to fee 
again, they are rarely guilty of that 
extravagance for themfelves; nor 
even at their fettivals (bimbang) 
where there is a plenty of meat, do 
they cat much of any thing butrice. 
Their hofpitalitv is extreme, and 
bounded by their ability alone. 
Their manners are fimple ; they are 
generally, except among the chicts, 
devoid of the Malay cunning and 
chicane; yet endued with a quick- 
nets of apprehenfion, and on many 
occafions difcovering a confiderable 
degree of penetration and fagacity. 
In refpect to women, they are re- 
markably continent, without any 
share of infenfibility. ‘They are mo- 


deft; particularly guarded in thei 
expreflions ; courteous in their 
haviour; grave in their deportment 
being feldom or never excited 
laughter ; and patient to a great de. 
gree. On the other hand they are 
litigious ; Andolent ; addicted to 
gaming ; difhonett in their dealines 
with itrangers, which they efteem no 
moral defect ; fufpicious ; revard. 
lefs of truth; mean in their trapt 
actions ; fervile; thouch cleanly ip 
their perfons, dirty in their apparel 
which they never wah. They are 
carclefs and improvident of the fy- 
ture, becaufe their wants are few 
for though poor, they are not a. 
ceffitous ; nature fupplying with ex- 
traordinary facility, whatever fhe 
has made requifite for their exitt- 
ence. Science and the arts have not, 
by extending their views, contri. 
buted to enlarge the circle of their 
defires ; and the various refinements 
of luxury, which in polithed focie- 
tics become neceffirics of life, are 
totally unknown to them.” 





MODES of MARRIAGE 
[ From the 


6¢ HE modes of marriage, ac- 

cording to the original in- 
ftitutions of thete people, are by joo- 
yoor, by ambel ana, or by femundo. 
The joojoor 13 a certain fum of mo- 
ey, given by one man to another, 
23 a confideration tor the perton of 
his daughter, whofe fituation, in 
this cafe, differs not much from that 
ef a flave to the man fhe marries, 
and to his tamily. His absolute 
property in her depends however up- 
on fame nice circumftances.  Be- 
fide the batang joojoor (or main 


among the SUMATRANS. 
fame Work.] 


fum), there are certain appendages 
or branches; one of which, the 
tallee koolo of five dollars, 13 ulu- 
ally, from motives of delicacy, or 
friendfhip, lett unpaid, and fo long 
as that is the cafe, a relationfhip is 
underftood to fubfiit between the two 
families, and the parents of the wo- 
man have a right to interfere on o¢- 
cafions of ill treatment: the hufband 
is alfo liable to be fined for wound- 
ine her; with other limtrations of 
abjolute right. When that. {um 1s 
finally paid, which feldom — 











but in cafes of violent quarrel, the 
tallee koolo (tie of relationfhip) 1s 
41d to be pooroote, (broken), and 
the woman becomes to all intents 
the flave of her lord. She has then 
po title to claim a divorce in any 
predicament 5 and he may fell her, 
only the firtt offer to her re- 
lations. ‘The other appendages, as 
already mentioned, are the toolis 
angel, the derivation of which I 
cannot fatistactorily trace; and the 
copa daoun oodo, which is a confi- 
deration for the expence of the mar- 
riage feaft, paid to the girl’s pa- 
rent, who provides itr. But fome- 
times it is depofited at the wedding, 
when a diltribution of it 1s made a- 
mongit the old people prefent. The 
words allude to the leafin whichthe 
rice is ferved up. ‘Thefe branches 
are feldom paid or claimed, betore 
the batang (item) is detrayed, of 
whicha large proportion, as fifty, 
eighty, and fometimes an hundred 
and four dollars, is laid down at the 
time of marriage; and until the 
firit mentioned of thefe fums, at 
leat, is produced, the man cannot 
take his wife home. In this cafe 
he commonly mengeering joojoor, 
continues a debtor with the family, 
tillhe can raife money fuflicient to 
redeem himfelf ; and after this, long 
credit is ufually given for the re- 
mainder. Yearsottenelapfe, ifthe 
families continue on good terms, 
without the debt being demanded ; 
particularly when an hundred and 
tour dollars have been paid; unlefs 
dittrefs obliges them to it. Some- 
times it remains unadjufted to the 
fecond and third generation, and it 
is hot uncommon to fee a man fuing 
forthe joojoor of the fifter of his 
grandfather. Thefe debts conftiture 
in fact the chief part of their fub- 
fance, anda perfon is eitcemed rich 
Who has feveral of them duc to him, 


making 
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for his dayghters, fifters, aunts, 
and great-aunts. Debts of this 
nature are looked upon as facred, 
and are fearcely ever lott. In Paf- 
fummah, if the race of a man is 
extinct, and fome of thefe remain 
unpaid, the doofoon or village to 
which the family belonged, mutt 
make it good to the creditor; but 
this is not infified upon amongtt the 
Rejangs. 

** In lieu of paying the joojoor, 
a barter tranfaction, called febaye, 
fometimes takes place, where one 
gaddees (virgin) is given in exchange 
for another; and itis not unufual 
to borrow a girl for this purpofe, 
from a friend or relation, the bor- 
rower binding himfelf to replace her, 
or pay her joojoor when required. 
A man who has a fon and daughter, 
gives the latter in exchange for a 
wife to the former. The perfon 
who receives her, difpofes of her as 
his own child, or marries her bim- 
felf. A brother will give his fitter 
in exchange for a wife, or in default 
of fuch, procure a coufin for the 
purpofe. Ifthe girl given in ex- 
change be under age, a certain al- 
lowance per annum is made, till fhe 
becomes marriageable. Beyuppoke 
is amode of marriage diflering a fit- 
tle from the common joojoor, and 
probably only taking place, wherea 
parent wants to get offa child la- 
bouring under fome defe&t. A cere 
tain fum is in this cafe fixed, below 
the ufual cuftom, which, when paid, 
is in full for her value, without any 
appendages. In other cafes like- 
wile, the joojoor is fometimes lef- 
fened, and fometimes increafed, by 
mutual agreement; but on trials it 
is always eftimated at an hundred 
and twenty dollars. If a wite dies 
foon alter marriage, or at any time 
without children, the full joojoor 
cannot be claimed; it is reduced to 
eighty 
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eighty dollars; but fhould more 
than that have been iaid down in the 
interim, there is no refunding. The 
Joojoor ‘of a widow, which is gene- 
rally cighty dollars, w without appen- 
da ges, Is again reduced upona third 
marriage, “allowance being made for 
dilapidation. A widow, being with 
child, cannot marry again till the is 
delivered, without incurring a pe- 
nalty. Jn divorces it is the fame. 
If there be no appearance of preg- 
nancy, fhe muft yet abtiain ‘from 
making another choice, during the 
period of three months and ten 
days. 

*¢ When the relations and friends 
of the man go in form to the parents 
of the girl, to fettle the terms of the 
marriage, they pay at that time the 
addat befafala, or earneft, of fix 
dollars generally ; and thefe kill a 
goat or a few fowls to entertain 


them. It is ufually fome fpace of 


time (except in cafes of telarrce 

gaddees, or clopement) atter the 
payment of the befafala, before the 
wedding takes place ; but, when the 
father has received that, he eannot 
give his daughter to any other per- 
fon, without incurring a ‘fine ; which 
the young lady fometimes renders 
him liable to; for whillt the old 
folk are planning a m: uch by patoo- 
tan, or regular agreement ‘between 
families, it frequently happens that 
Mifs difappears with a more favour- 


ed fwain, and fecures a match of 


her own choice. ‘This practice, 
ftyled telarree gaddees, is not the 
leait common way of determining a 
marriage, and from a fpirit of indul- 
gence and humanity, which few 
codes can boatt, has the fanction of 
the laws. The father has only the 


power left, ot dictating the mode of 


marriage, but cannot take his daugh- 
ter away, it the lover is willing to 
comply wh the cuitom i fuch 


cafes. The girl muft be lodged 
unviolated, in the houfe of ine 
refpectable family, till the relat; ie 
are advifed of the enlevement, ang 
fettle the terms. Ir however, ; Upon 
immediate purfuit, th: Y are over. 
taken on the road, the m: iy be fore. 
ed back, but not after the has taken 
fanctuary : 

se By the Mofaic law, if aman 
Ieft a widow, without children, his 
brother was to marry her, Among 
the Sumatrans, with or without 
children, the brother, or nesre? 
male relation of the deceafed, un- 
married, (the father excepted) takes 
the widow. This is practifed both 
by Malays and country people, 
The brother, in taking the widow 
to him felf, become s anfwerable 
for what may remain due of her 
purchate- money, and in every re 
ipect re pretents the deceafed. This 
is phr: ted guntee teccar, bantal’pia 
—placing himfelf on his mat and 
low, 

** Chaftity prevails more perh ‘aps 
amony thefe ‘than any other peop! €. 
It is fo materially the intereit of the 
parents to preferve the virtue of 
their daughters unfullied, as they 
conititute the chief of their fub- 
fiance, that they are particularly 
watchtul‘in this refpett. But as 
marriages in general do not take 
place fo early, as the forwardnefs of 
nature, in that climate, would ad- 
mit, it will fometimes h: ippen, not- 
withftanding their precaunon, that 
a young woman not chuting to wal 
her father’s pleafure, tattes “the fruit 
by ftealth. When this is difcover- 
ed he can oblige the man to marry 
her, and pay the joojoor; or if he 
chufes to keep his daughter, the fe- 
ducer muft make good the difference 
he has occafioned in her v alue, and 
alfo pay the fine, called tip pong 


boomee, for removing the {tain —_ 
the 
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the earth. Proftizution for hire is, 
] think, unknown in the country, 
and confined to the more polite Ma- 
lay bazars, where there is ulually a 
concourte of failors and others, who 
have no honeft fettlement of their 
ewn, and are therefore upon the 
town. In thefe, vice generally 
reigns in a degree proportioned to 
the number and variety of people of 
diferent nations, who inhabit the 
lace, or occafionally refort thither. 
rom the feenes which thefe fea- 
ports prefent, travellers too com- 
monly form their judgment, and 
imprudently take | upon them to 
draw, for the information of the 
world, a picture of the manners of 
a people. — ‘ 

“© In the mode of marriage by 
anbel ana, the tather of a virgin 
makes choice of fome young man 
for her hufband, generally from an 
inferior family, which renounces all 
farther right to, or intereft in him, 
and he istaken into the houfe of his 
father-in-law, who kills a buflaloe 
on the occafion, and receives twen- 
ty dollars from the fon’s relations. 
After this, the booroo bye ’nya (the 
good and bad of him) is vetted in 
the wife’s tamily. If he murders 
or robs, they pay the bangoon, or 
the fine, It he is murdered, they 
receive the bangoon. ‘They are li- 
able to any debts he may contract 
after marriage ; thofe prior to it re- 
maining with his parents. He lives 
in the family, in a ftate between 
that of a fon, and a debtor. He 
partakes as a fon of what the houfe 
affords, but has no property in him- 


felf. His rice plantation, the pro- 
duce of his pepper garden, with 
every thing that he can gain or earn, 
belong to the family. He is liable 
to be divorced at their pleafure, and 
though he has children, muft leave 
all, and return naked as he caine, 
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The family fometimes indulge him 
with leave to remove to a houfe of 
his own, and take his wife with 
him; buthe, his children, and ef- 
fects, are fill their property. If 
he has not daughters by the mar- 
riage, he may redeem himfelf and 
wite, by paying her joojoor ; but if 
they are daughters betore they are 
emancipated, the difficulty is en- 
hanced, becaufe the family are e- 
qually entitled totheir value. Itis 
common, however, when they are 
upon good terms, to releafe him, on 
the payment of one joojoor, or at 
moft with the addition of an addat 
of fifty dollars. With this addi- 
tion, he may infift upon a releafe, 
whilft his daughters are not mar- 
riageable. if the family have paid 
any debis for him, he mutt alfo 
make them good. Should he contract 
more toan they approve of, and 
they fear his adding to him, they 
procure a divorce, and iend him 
Lack to his parents; but mutt pay 
his debts, to that time. If he isa 
notorious fpendthrift, they outlaw 
him. Inflead of taking out a writ, 
they have only to prefent one to the 
proatteens and pambatab. This is 
called booang fooray. They muft 
banith him from home, and if they 
receive him again, or afliit him with 
the fmalleft fum, they are liable to 
all his debts, On the prodigal fon’s 
return, and promiles of amendment, 
this writ may be redeemed, on pay- 
ment of five dollars to the proatteens, 
and fatistying the creditors. The 
writ of outlawry is infcribed og a 
piece of bamboo. ‘This kind of 
marriage is productive of much con- 
fufion, for till the time it takes 
place, the young man belongs to 
one doofoon and family, and afters 
wards to another, and as they have 
no records to refer to, there is great 
uncertainty is fertling the tine when 
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debts were contracied, and the like. 
Sometimes the redemption ot the fa- 
mily, and their return to their tor- 
mer doofoon, take place in the fe- 
cond or third generation; and in 
many cafes it is doubtful whether 
they ever took place or not; the 
two parties contradidting each other, 
and perhaps no evidence to refer to. 
Hence arife various and intricate be- 
chars. 

** Befide the modes of marriage 
above defcribed, a third form, call- 
ed femundo, has been adopted from 
the Malays, and thence tcrmed fe- 
mundo Malayo, or maredecko (free.) 
This marriage is a regular treaty 
between the parties, on the foot of 
equality. ‘Che addat paid the girls 
friends, has ufually been twelve dol- 
lars. ‘The agreement ttipulates, that 
all effects, gains, or earnings, are 
to be equatiy the property ot both, 


and in cafe of divorce by mutyst 
confent, the tuck, debts, and ~ 
dits are to be equally divided, Ifthe 
man only infifts on the divorce he 
gives the woman her half of the ef. 
fects, and lofes the welve dollars he 
has paid. If the woman only claims 
the divorce, the forfeits he r right to 
the proportion of the effects, but jg 
entitled to keep her teecar, bantal 
and dundun (parapharnalia), and on 
relations are liable to pay back the 
twelve dollars ; but it is feldom de- 
manded. This mode, doubtlefs 
mott conformable to our ideas of 
conjugal right and felicity, is that 
which the chiefs ot the Rejang coun. 
try have formally confented to eftas 
blith throughout their jurifdiction ; 
and to their orders, the influence of 
the Malay padres will contribute to 
give eflicacy.” 
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[From the fame Work, ] 


66 HE Sumatrans in general 

are good fpeakers. The 
gift of oratory feems natural to 
them. I knew many among them 
whote harangues I have liitened to 
with pleafure and admiration. This 
may be accounted for, perhaps, from 
the conititution of their government, 
which being far removed trom de- 
fpotiim, feems to admit, in fome 
degree, every member of the fo- 
ciety to a fhare in the public deli- 
berauions, Where perfonal endow- 
ments, as has been obferved, will 
often raife a private man toa fhare 
of importance in the community, 
fuperior to that of a nominal chiet, 
there is abundant inducement for 


the acquiition of thefe valuable ta- 
lents. The farms of their judicial 
proceedings, likewife, where there 
are no cttablithed advocates, and each 
man depends upon his own or his 
friend’s abilides, for the manage- 
ment of his caufe, mutt doubtiels 
contribute to his habitual cloquence. 
We may add to thefe conjectures, 
the nature of their dometiic man- 
ners, which imtroduce the fons, at 
an early period of lite, into the bu- 
finefs of the family, and the coun- 
fels of their elders. ‘There is little 
to be perceived among them of that 
pafion for childifh fports which 
marks the character of our boys, 


trom the feventh to the fourteenth 
years 
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ear. On Sumatra you will ob- 

ferve infants, not exceeding the for- 
mer age, full dreffed, and arméd 
with a creefe, feated in the circle 
of the old men of the doofoon, and 
attending to their debates with a 
vity of countenance not furpaffed 

by their grandfathers. Thus initiat- 
ed, they are qualified to deliver an 
opinion in public, at a time of life 
when an Englith fchoolboy could 
fearcely return an anfwer toaqueftion; 
od the limits of his grammar or 
fyntax, which he has learned by 
rote. It is not a little unaccount- 
able, that this people, who hold 
the art of {peaking in fuch high ef- 
teem, and evidently pique them- 
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felves on the attainment of it, fhould 
yet take fo much pains to deftroy 
the organs of {peech, in filing down 
and otherwife distiguring their teeth, 
and likewife adopt the uncouth prac- 
tice of filling their rhouths with be- 
tel, whenever they prepare to hold 
forth. We muft conclude, that it 
is not upon the graces of elocution 
they value an orator, but his artful 
and judicious managetnent of the 
fubject mattet ; together with a ¢o- 
pioufnefs of phrafe, a perfpicuity of 
thought, an advantageous arranges 
ment, and a readinefs, efpecially, 
at unravelling the difficulties and ins 
tricacies of their fuits.” 
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CLASSICAL 


AND POLITE 


CRITICISM. 





The GENERAL DESIGN of HORACE in his ART of POETRY, 
or EPISTLE to the PISOS. 


[From Mr, Corman’s TRanstarion oF Horace’s Art or Porrry, 
with Notcs. ] 


Now proceed, fays he, (ad- 
drefling himfeli to his two il- 
luftrious friends, the Wartons, to 
whom the work ts inferibed), to fet 
down in writing, the fubftance of 
what I fug getted to you in conver- 
fation, concerning my own concep- 
tions of the end aud defign ot Ho- 
race in this Epiftle. In this expla- 
nation J] thall call upon Horace as 
my chief witnefs, and the Epittle 
icdelf as my principal voucher, 
Should their teitimonies prove ad- 
verfe, my fy {tem mutt be abandoned, 
like many that have preceded it, 
as vain and chimertcal; and if it 
fhould even, by their fupport, be 
acknowleged and received, it will, 
I chink, lke the egg of Ceesion. 
appear fo plain, ealy, and obvious, 
that it will feem almott wonderful, 
that the Epiitle has never been con- 
fidered in the fame light, till now. 
1 do not wifh to dazzle with the 
luftre of a new hypothefis, which 
requires, I think, neither the ftrong 
optics, nor powertul vlaffes of a cri- 
tical Her(chel, to afcertaia the truth 
of it; but is a fyitem, that lies le- 
vel to common apprehention, and a 
luminary difcoverable by the naked 
eye. 
*¢ My notion is fimply this: I 
conceive that one of the tons of Pi- 


fo, undoubtedly the elder, had ei. 
ther written, or meditated, ; a poetical 
work, mot probably a tragedy ; 
and that he had, with the kaon. 
lege of the family, communicated 
his picce, or intention, to Horace: 
but Horace, cither difapproving of 
the work, or doubting of the po- 
etical faculties of the Elder Pifo, or 
both, withed to drffuade him from 
all thoughts of publication. With 
this view he tormed the defign of 
writing this Epittle, addreffing it, 
with a courtlinels and delicacy per- 
fectly agreeable to his acknowleged 
charaéter, indifferently to the whole 
taimily, the father and his two fons. 
Epittola ad Pifones, de Arte Po- 
ética. 

‘© He begins with general re- 
flections, generally addreffed to his 
three friends. Credite, Pifones!— 
Pater, & juvenes patre digni!—In 
thefe preliminary rules, equally ne- 
ceflary to be obferved by poets of 
every denomination, he dwells or 
the neceflity of unity of defign, the 
danger of being dazzled by the 
fplendour of partial beauties, the 
choice ot fubjetts, the beauty of or- 
der, the elegance and prop! iety of 
diction, and the wie of a th rough 
knowlege of the nature of the t¢- 
veral different fpecies of poctry: 


fun ning 








fymming up this introductory por- 

tionot hisepiltle in a manner pertect- 

ly: greeable to the conclufion of it: 
“sys 


Defcriptas fervare vices, Operumque .co- 


Jotes, ‘ a 
Cur es fi nequeo ipnoroque, pocta fa- 


lutor? ; 
Cur nefcwe, pudens prave, quam difcere 


malo? 


«“ From this general view of po- 
etry, on the canvas of Arittodle, but 
entirely alter his Own manner, the 
writer proceeds to give the rules and 
hitory of the drama; adverting 
principally to tragedy, with all its 
conftituents and appendages ot dic- 
tion, fable, character, incidents, 
chorus, meafure, muiic, and deco- 
ration. In this part ot the work, 
according to the interpretation of 
the beft critics, and indeed (! think) 
according to the manifeft tenor of 
the Epifile, he addreffes himfelf en- 
tirely to the two young gentlemen, 
pointing out to them the difficulty, 
as well as excellence, of the dra- 
matic art; infifting on the avowed 
fuperiority of the Grecian writers, 
and afcribing the comparative fai- 
lure of the Romans to negligence 
and avarice. The poct, having ex- 
haufted this part of his fubject, 
fuddenly drops a fecond, or difinifles 
at once no lefs than two of the three 
perfons, to whom he originally ad- 
drefled his Epittle, and turning fhort 
on the Flder Pito, mot earneftly 
conjures him to poncer on the dan- 
ger of precipitate pubheation, and 


the ridicule to which the author of 


wretched poetry expofes himfelf, 

Fro; } >» ~ ‘ * ! : 
fom the commencement of this 
a - 4 - 

partial addrefs, O major yuvenum, 

Ke, {v. 266) to the end of 


the pos 
en, almott a fourth 


part of the 
perfon plural, 


‘a 
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tibi, &c. invariably takes its place. 
The arguments too are equally ree 
lative and perfonal; not only fhew- 
ing the neceffity of thudy, com. 
bined with natural genius, to con- 
fticute a poet; but dwelling on the 
peculiar danger and delufion of flats 
tery, to a writer of rank and for- 
tune ; as well as the ineftimable va- 
lue of an honeft friend, to refcue 
him from derifion and contempt. 
The poet, however, 12 reverence to 
the mufe, qualitics his exaggerated 
defcription of an infatuated ferib- 
bler, with a mott noble encomium 
of the ufes of good poetry, vindi- 
cating the dignity of the art, amd 
proudly afferting, that the mott ex- 
alted characters would not be dif: 
graced by the cultivation of it, 


Ne forte pudori 
Sit tibi Mufa, lyr folers, & cantor Apollo, 


*¢ It is worthy obfervation, that 
in the fatirical picture of a frantic 
bard, with which Horace concludes 
his Epiftle, he not only runs coun- 
ter to what might be expected as a 
corollary of an Effay on the Art of 
Poetry, but contradicts his own 
uiual practice and fenuments. Is 
his Epitle to Aucuftus, inftead of 
ftigmatizing the love of verfe as an 
abominable phrenzy, he calls it 
(levis hee infanta) a flight madnefs, 
and defeants on its good effects 
quantas virtutes habeat, fic col- 
lee! 

‘* In another Epiftle, fpeaking of 
himfelf, aad his addictior 


he {iy 3, 
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° - ay 
——————— vbi gud datur oti 
Made charts. hoc 60. me bus iii 
Hado chart:s, gec Gif, Micawocrabus Us 
Ex v.tits unum, &c. 


© All which, and feveral other 
paffaces in his works, «!mott demon- 
ftrare, that it was not without a par- 
ticular purpofe in view, that he 

2 dwelt 








[84] 


dwelt fo forcibly on the defcription 
of a man refolved 





in fpite 
Of nature and his ftars to write. 


‘6 To conclude, if I have not 
contemplated my fyftem, till I am 
become blind to its imperfections, 
this view of the Epiflle not only pre- 
ferves to it all that unity of fubject, 
and elegance of method, fo much 
infifted on by the excellent critic, to 
whom I have fo often referred ; but 
by adding to his judicious gencral 
abftract the familiarities of perfonal 
addrefs, fo itrongly marked by the 
writer, not a line appears idle or 
mifplaced: while the order and dif- 
pofition of the Epiitle to the Pifos 
appears as evident and unembar- 
ratified as thar of the Epiftle to Au- 
guftus; in which laft, the actual 
ftate of the Roman drama feems to 
have been more maniteftly the ob- 
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ject of Horace’s attention, than in 
the work now under confideration 

** Before I leave you to the far. 
ther examination of the original of 
Horace, and fubmit to YOu the 
tranflation, with the notes that ac. 
company it, I cannot help obfery. 
ing, that the fyftem, which I have 
here laid down, is not fo entire! 
new, as it may perhaps at firft ap- 
pear to the reader, or as | myfelf 
originally fuppofed it. No critic 
indeed has, to my knowlege, di. 
rectly confidered the whole Epitile 
in the fame light that I have now 
taken it: but yet particular paffages 
feem fo ttrongly to enforce fuch an 
interpretation, that the editors, 
tranflators, and commentators, have 
been occafionally driven to explana- 
tions of a fimilar tendency; of 
which the notes annexed will exbi- 
bit feveral ftriking inftances.” 





th. 


OBSERVATIONS ON THE CHORUS. 


[ From the fame Work. ] 


“ N aétor’s part the Chorus 

A fhould fuitain.} Actoris 
partis chorus, &c. 

*¢ See alfo Ariftotle [aee. wor. 
2. i%.] The judgment of two fuch 
critics, and the practice of wife an- 
tiquity, concurring to ettabhifh this 
precept concerning the chorus, it 
fhould thenceforth, one would think, 
have become a fundamental rule 
and maxim of the ftage. And fo 
indeed it appeared to fome tew 
writers. The moft admired of the 
French tragic poets ventured to in- 
troduce it into two of his latter 
plays, and with fuch fuccefs, that, 
as one obferves, it fhould, in all 
reafon, have difabufed his country- 
men on this head; l’eflai heureux de 


M. Racine, qui les [choeurs] a fait 
revivre dans Athalie et dans Etiher, 
devroit, il femble, nous avoir de- 
trompez fur cet article. [P. Bru- 
moi, vol. i, p. 105.] And, betore 
him, our Milton, who, with his 
other great talents, pofleffed a fu- 
preme knowlege of antiquity, was 
fo ftruck with its great ule and 
beauty, as to attempt to bring it 
into our language. His Samfon 
Agoniites was, as might be expect- 
ed, a matter-piece. Bot even his 
credit hath not been fuilicient to re- 
{tore the chorus, Hear a late pro- 
feflor of the art declaring, de choro 
nihil diflerui, quia non eit effentialts 
dramati, atque & neotericis penitusy 
et; me judice, merito repucistet. 

\ | ralate 














ce Poet. vol. ii, p. 188}. 


ence it hath come to pafs that 
the chorus hath been thus neglected 
is not now the enquiry. But that 
this critic, and all fuch, are greatly 
out in their judgments, when they 
fume to cenfure it in the an- 
cients muft appear (if we look no 
farther) from the double ufe, in- 
fited on by the poct. For 1. A 
chorus interpofing, and bearing a 
in the progrefs of the action, 
gives the reprefentation that proba- 
bility, and ftriking refemblance of 
real life, which every man of fenfe 
recives, and feels the want of 
upon our ftage ; a want, which no- 
thing but fuch an expedient as the 
chorus can poffibly relieve. And, 
z. The importance of its other of- 
fice (1. 196.] to the utility of the re- 
prefentation, is fo great, that in a 
moral view, nothing can compenfate 
for this deficiency. For it is necef- 
fary tothe truth and decorum of 
characters, that the manners, bad 
as well as good, be drawn in ftrong 
vivid colours ; and to that end, thai 
immoral fentiments, forcibly ex- 
prefled, and fpecioufly maintained, 
be fumetimes imputed to the fpeak- 
ers. Hence the found philofophy 
of the chorus will be conttantly 
wanting, to rectify the wrong con- 
clufions of the audience, and pre- 
vent the ill impreffions that might 
otherwife be made upon it. Nor 
let any one fay, that the audience 
is well able to do this for itfelf: 
Euripides did not find even an Athe- 
nian theatre fo quick-fiyhted. The 
ftory is well known (Sen. Ep. 115], 
that when this painter of the man- 
ners was obliged, by the rules of 
his art, and the character to be fu- 
tained, to put a run of bold fenti- 
ments in the mouth of one of his 
perions, the people inftantly took 
fire, charging the poet with the im- 
puted villany, as though it had been 





OBSERVATIONS ON THE CHORUS, 
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his own. Now if fuch an audience 
could fo eafily mifinterpret an at- 
tention to the truth of charaéter 
into the real doétrine of the poet, 
and this too, when a chorus was at 
hand to correét and difabufe their 
judgments, what mutt be the cafe, 
when the whole is left to the faga- 
city and penetration of the people ? 
The wifer fort, it is true, have 
little need of this information. Yet 
the reflexions of fober fenfe on the 
courfe and occurrences of the re- 
prefentation, clothed in the nobleft 
drefs of poetry, and enforced by the 
joint powers of harmony and action, 
(which is the true character of the 
chorus) might make it, even to 
fuch, a no unpleafant or unprofit- 
able entertainment. But thefe two 
are a fmall part. of the ufes of the 
chorus; which in every light is fo 
important to the truth, decorum, 
and dignity of the tragic fcene, that 
the modern ftage, which hath not 
thought proper to adopt it, is even, 
with the advantage of, fometimes, 
the jufteft moral painting and fub- 
limeft imagery, but a very faint 
fhadow of the old; as muit needs 
appear to thofe who have looked 
into the ancient models, or, diveit- 
ing themfelves of modern preju- 
dices, are difpofed to confult the 
dictates of plain fenfe. For the ufe 
of fuch, I once defigned to have 
drawn into one view the feveral im- 
portant benefits arifing to the drama 
from the obfervance of this rule, 
but have the pleafure to find myfelf 
prevented by a fenfible differtation 
of a good French writer, which the 
reader will find in the 8th tome}of 
the Hiftory of the Academy of In- 
fcriptions and Belles Lettres. —Or, 
it may be fufhicient to refer the Eng- 
lifh reader to the late tragedies of 
Elfrida and Caraétacus; which do 
honour to modern poetry, and are 
a better apology than any I coulg 
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make, for the ancient chorus.” 
Notes on the Art of Poctry. 

** Though it is not my intention 
to agitate, in this place, the long 
difputed queftion concerning the ex- 
pediency, or inexpediency, of the 
chorus; yet I cannot difmifs the 
above note withour fome farther 
obfervation. In the firft place, then, 
J cannot think that the judgment of 
two fuch critics as Ariftotle and Ho- 
race, can be decitively quoted, as 
concurring with the practice of wife 
antiquity, to eftablith the chorus. 
Neither of thefe two critics have 
taken up the queftion ; each of them 
giving directions for the proper con- 
duct of the chorus, confidered as an 
eftablifhed and received part of tra- 
gedy, and indeed originally, as they 
both tell us, the whole of it. Ari- 
ftotle, in his Poetics, has not faid 
much on the fubject; and from the 
little he has faid, more arguments 
might perhaps be drawn, in favour 
of the omiffion, than for the intro- 
duétion of the chorus. It is true 
that he fays, in his 4th chapter, 
that ** tragedy, after many changes, 
paufed, having gained its natural 
form 3?” “@orAoi, ptleGorcs pstacarece 
Hn Tparywore emavoarlo. tmsd toys Thy Eaving 
Qicw. This might, at firft fight, 
feem to include his approbation of 
the chorus, as well as of all the 
other parts of tragedy then in ufe ;: 
but he himfelf exprefsly tells us in 
the very fame chapter, that he had no 
fuch meaning; faying, that ‘* to en- 
quire whether tragedy be perfeét in 
its parts, either confidered in itfelf, 
or with relation to the theatre, was fo- 
reign to his prefent purpofe.” To piv 
Ly werKOmwEiv, bs cepa Exes non 7 Tpatywore 
Tis ixaving 7» ov, arlo re xad’ avo H24¥0~ 
prvor, x) mers TH Seallpa, AAAos Adyo-e 
In the paflage from which Horace 
has, in the verfes now before us, 
defcribed the office, and laid down 
the duties of the chorus, the paflage 

7 


referred to by the learned critic the 
words of Ariftotle are nor parti “Le 
larly favourable to the infitution 
or much calculated to recommend 
the ule of it. For Arittotle there 
informs us, ** that Sophocles alone 
of all the Grecian writers, made the 
chorus conducive to the progrefs 
of the fable: not only even Eur. 
pides being culpable in this inftance; 
but other writers, after the example 
of Agathan, introducing odes ag 
little to the purpofe, as if they had 
borrowed whole fcenes from an. 
other play. Kas 7p Ya'z0 Ot tea Oe 
SmoraGey tar Umoxertar. Kar Mogioy 
slvas TH Aw x; orvaryeriZecbas, uy come 
wa? Evpition, a>” Wome wage LoPomrsi. 
Tore OF Acsmweis rx eprva Uarrov Ty 
ube, 7 &AAnS Trayadies 651 Ob Subs As 
Roses, Wewts &cFarlog Ayabwror Te Tite 
ete. Kas tt Cgape th, pe Opa 
worsy, ” ono he aAAY bis ao 
Goctlery,  Emerrddrcy orcy [ erepe moire 
x. nj 
*¢ On the whole, therefore, what. 
ever may be the merits, or advan. 
tages of the chorus, I cannot think 
that the judgment of Ariftotie or 
Horace canbe produced in recom- 
mendation of it. As to the proba- 
bility given to the reprefentation, 
by the chorus interpofing and bear- 
ing a part in the action ; the public, 
who have lately feen a troop ot 
fingers affembled on the ftage, asa 
chorus, during the whole repre- 
fentations of Elfrida and Caractacus, 
are competent to decide for them. 
felves, how far fuch an expedient, 
gives a more ftriking refembiance ot 
human life, than the common ufage 
of ovr drama, As to its import 
ance in a moral view, to correct the 
evil impreffion of vicious fentiments, 
imputed to the {peakers ; the ftory 
told, to enforce its ufe for this pur 
pofe, conveys a proof of its inetiie 
cacy. To give due force to tent 
ments, as well as to direct their oa 
pe 














tendency, depends on the {kill 


and addrefs of the poet, independent- 
ly of the chorus. 

«* Monfieur Dacier, as well as 
the author of the above note, cen- 
fures the modern ftage for having 
rejeGted the chorus, and having lott 
thereby at leait halt its probability, 
and its greateft ornament; fo that 
our tragedy is but a very faint fha- 
dow of the old, Learned critics, 
however, do not, perhaps, confider, 
that if it be expedient to revive the 
chorus, all the other parts of the 
ancient tragedy mutt be revived a- 
long with it. Ariftotle mentions 
mutic as one of the fix parts of tra- 
gedy, and Horace no fooner intro- 


Coaracter oF THE POETRY or Baron HALLER. 


[57] 


duces the chorus, but he proceeds 
to the pipe and lyre. If a chorus 
be really neceflary, our dramas, like 
thofe of the ancients, thould be ren- 
dered wholly mutical ; the dancers 
alfo will then claim their place, and 
the pretenfions of Veitris and No- 
verre muft be admitted as claffical. 
Such a fpectacle, if not more natu- 
ral than the modern, would at leaft 
be confiftent; but to introduce a 
groupe of {pectatorial actors, fpeak- 
ing in one part of the drama, and 
finging in another, is as ftrange and 
and incoherent a medley, and full as 
unclaffical, as the dialogue and airs 
of the Beggar’s Opera.” 





enn 


CHARACTER of the POETRY of BARON HALLER. 


(Fron Mr. Wuite’s Memoirs of Atzert De Hatter.) 


$s IS poems contained defcrip- 

tions of nature, not fuch 
as the poets have fo frequently and 
uniformly painted her, fch as for- 
merly detcribed by Homer, and dif- 
figured by his imitators; but nature 
in the drefs in which Haller him- 
felf had obferved her ; when climb- 
ing up the rocks, and traverfing the 
eternal ice of the Alps, he endea- 
voured to difcover her fecret opera- 
tions; poems in which he invefti- 
gated the depths of the moft abftraé 
and infoluble queftions in mathe- 
matics and morals ; epiftles in which 
he paints the fweets of friendfhip 
and paftoral life, the pleafures at- 
tending on fimplicity of manners, 
the fott and tranquil charms of vir- 
tue, and the happinefs enfuing from 
the facrifices, which the more {trong 
and auflere virtues demand of us. 
Such are the poems of Haller. 
While he ridicules and reprobates 
the corruption of morals, he places 





hypocrify in the moft odious point 
of view: he fings the bencfits of re- 
ligion, which teaches us to love and 
to bear with each other; and he ex- 
claims againft the crimes of intoler- 
ance, with that horror, which mutt 
be always ftrongly felt by every vir- 
tuous mind, however fincerely at- 
tached to particular modes of reli- 
gion. We might almoft fuppofe 
that we at once heard Fenelon ccle- 
brating the delights of divine love, 
and the author of the Henriade 
thundering againft fanaticifm. 

‘¢ Mr. Haller had formed a friend- 
fhip with his two countrymen, Mr. 
Stahali., who was afterwards pro- 
feffor at Bafil, and Mr. Gefner, 
profeffor and canon at Zurich, whofe 
charaéter is as amiable as his know- 
lege in phyfics is profound. He has 
recorded their friendfhip in his po- 
eins; and it is to their encourage- 
ment we are obliged for the firtt per- 
fect fruits ot his poetic genius. 


Fa *¢ Tis 





[88] ON THE CHARACTER OF RICHARD m1. 


$6 His poems were foon tranflated 
ipte French: the nations of Europe 
faw, with aitonifhment, the German 
poetry, which had been hitherto 
unknown, produce works of fo ca- 
pital a kind, as might even excite 
the jealoufy of nations, who for fe- 
veral years had difputed, amongft 
themfelves, the empire of letters. 
Happy in her latter birth, the u- 
nited, at her firit outfet, that pro- 
found philofophy, which diftin- 
ruifhes the more enlightened ages, 
and that richnefs of imagination, 
which was the happy attendant on 
the earlieft zras of poetry. Per- 
haps, if we may be permitted to 
hazard the remark, the German lite- 
rature owes that juitice, which fo- 
reign nations have fo readily ren- 
dered her, and Haller fome part of 
his fuccefs as a poet, to the repu- 
tation which he had acquired asa 
philofopher. The literary world 
heard, with furprife, that the au- 
thor of thefe delightful and ami- 
able poems, was a phyfician, who 
pafled his life im the midft of dif- 
fe&tions, employed in fearching out 
the moft fecret fources of organiza- 
tion and life; and the learned faw, 
with pleafure, that in the few mo- 
ments that M, de Haller could af- 
ford to dedicate to the Mufes, he 


had, by his merit, acquired a place 
among the firft poets of his nation 
fg Some, perhaps too fevere a 
tics, have objected to his poems ° 
too clofely imitating the oriental 
ftyle. This lofty and fublime mode 
ot vs pleafes in the original 
authors, becaufe it appears to be 
the natural expreflien of the poet’s 
ideas, ftriking even by its fingus 
larity, and tranfporting us to the 
ages of {trong. but uncultivated nae 
ture, which af@rd us fuch exquifite 
delight whenever we recur to them, 
But pleafing, as it may be in them 
it often offends us in the hands of 
imitators ; for it fhould feem that the 
moderns, who differ fo much from 
the ancients in their manners and 
opinions, fhould neither poffefs the 
fame ideas, nor ufe the fame me- 
thod of communicating them; and 
we are induced to fufpeét that thefe 
oriental imitations are merely the 
effect of art, in the poet, who withes 
to difguife thoughts, which would 
otherwife appear trite and common, 
by pompous di¢tion, and a peculiat 
turn of his periods. No one had 
ever lefs occafion for fuch an expe- 
dient than Haller, and this flyle has 
rather ferved to cover beauties in his 
poems, than conceal defects.” 





GENERAL OBSERVATIONS on the DRAMATIC CHARACTER 
of RICHARD the THIRD. 


[From Mr. Ricuarpson’s Effays on Siaxsrpeare’s Dramatic Cha- 
racters of Richard the Third, King Lear, and Timon of Athens.) 


66 HE Life and Death of 

King Richard the Third 
is a popular tragedy : yet the poet, 
in his principal character, has con- 
neéted deformity of body with every 
vice that can pollute human nature. 
Nor are thefe vices difgudife or 





foftened. The hues and lineaments 
are as dark and deeply impreffed as 
we are capable of concetving. Net 
ther do they receive any confider- 
able mitigation from the virtues of 
any other perfons reprefented in the 
poem. The vices of Richard are 

not 
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not to ferve as a foil or a teft to 
eheir virtues ; for the virtues and 
sgnocence of others ferve ng other 
fe than to aggravate his hi-: 
Sts guilt In reality, we are not 
much attached by affection, ad- 
miration, or ¢efteem, to any cha- 
rafter in the tragedy. The merit 
of Edward, Clarence, and fome o- 
thers, is fo undecided, and has fuch 
a mixture of weaknefs, as hinders us 
from entering deeply into their in- 
terefts. Richmond is fo little feen, 
his goodnefs is fo general or unfea- 
tured, and the difhculties he has to 
encounter are fo remote trom view, 
are thrown, if 1 may ufe the ex- 
prefhion, fo far into the back ground, 
and are fo much leflened by concur- 
ring events, that he cannot, with 
any propriety, be deemed the hero 
of the performance. Neither does 
the pleafure we receive proceed en- 
tirely from the gratification of our 
refentment, or the due difplay of 
poetical juitice. To be pleated with 
fuch a difplay, it 1s neceflary that 
we enter deeply into the inrerefts of 
thofe that fuffer. But fo ftrange is 
the ftructure of this tragedy, that 
we are lefs interefted in the miferies 
of thofe that are oppreffed, than we 
are moved with indignation againtt 
the oppreflor, The fufferers, no 
doubt, excite fome degree of com- 
paflion ; but, as we have now ob- 
ferved, they have fo little claim to 
eiteem, are fo numerous and dif- 
united, that no particular intereft of 
this fort takes hold of us during the 
whole exhibition, Thus, were the 
pleafure we receive to depend folel 
on the fulfilment of poetical juttice, 
that halt of it would be loft which 
arifes from great regard for the fuf- 
ferers, and efteem for the hero who 
pertormed the exploit. We may 


allo add, that if the punifhment of 
Richard were to conftitute our chief 
enjoyment, that event is put off 
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for too long a period. The poet 
might have exhibited his cruelties 
in fhorter fpace, fufficient how- 
ever to excite our refentment; and 
fo might have brought us fooner to 
the cataftrophe, it that alone was to 
have yielded us pleafure. In truth, 
the cataftrophe of a good tragedy is 
only the completion of our pleafure, 
ner not the chief caufe of it. The 
fable, and the view which the poet 
exhibits of human nature, conduct- 
ed through a whole performance, 
mutt seuace our enjoyment. But 
in the work now before us there is 
fearcely any fable ; and there is no 
character of eminent importance, 
but that of Richard. He is the 
principal agent ; and the whole tra- 
gedy is an exhibition of guilt, where 
abhorrence for the criminal is much 
ftronger than our intereft in the 
fufferers, or efteem for thofe, who, 
by accident rather than great exer- 
tion, promote his downfal. We 
are pleafed, no doubt, with his pu- 
nifhment; but the difplay of his 
enormities, and their progrefs to 
this completion, are the chief ob- 
jects of our attention. Thus Shak- 
fpeare, in order to render the fhock- 
ing vices of Richard an amufing fpec- 
acle, muft have recourfe to other ex- 
pedients than thofe ufually practifed 
in fimilar fituations. Here, then, 
we are led to enquire into the na- 
ture of thefe refources and expedi- 
ents: for why do we not turn from 
the Richard of Shakfpeare, as we 
turn from his Titus Andronicus ? 
Has he invefted him with any 
charm, or fecured him by fome fe- 
cret talifman from difguft and aver- 
fion? The fubject is curious, and 
deferves our attention, 

*¢ Here, then, we may obferve 
in general, that the appearance is 
produced, not by veiling or con- 
trafting offenfive features and co- 
lours, but by fo connecting them 

with 
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with agreeable qualities refiding in 
the character itielf, that the dif- 
agrecable effect is cither entirely fup- 
prefied, or by its union with co- 
alefcing qualities, is converted into 
a pleafurable feeling. In particular, 
though Richard has ao fenfe of 
juftice, nor indeed of any moral 


obligation, he has abundant fhare of. 


thofe qualities which are termed in- 
tellectual. Defticute of virtue, he 
pofleffes ability. He thews difcern- 
ment of character ; artful contriv- 
ance in forming projects ; great ad- 
drefs in the management of man- 
kind ; fertility of refource ; a pru- 
dent command of temper; much 
verfatility of deportment; and fin- 
gular dexterity in concealing his in- 
tentions. He poffeffes along with 
thefe, fuch perfect confcioufnefs of 
the fuperior powers of his own un- 
derftanding above thofe of other 
men, as leads him not oitentatioufly 
to treat them with contempt, but to 
employ them, while he really con- 
tcmns their weaknefs, as engines of 
his ambition. Now, though thefe 
propertics are not the objects of 
moral approbation, and may be em- 
ployed as the imitruments of fraud 
no lefs than of juilice, yet the na- 
tive and unmingled effect which 
moft of them produce on the fpec- 
tator, indepencent of the principle 
that employs them, is an emotion of 
pleafure. The perfon pofleiling them 
1s regarded with deference, with re- 
fpeét, and with admiration. Thus, 
then, the fatistaction we receive in 
contemplating the character of Rich- 
ard, in the various fituations in 
which the poct has thewn him, arifes 
from a mixed feeling; a feeling, 
compounded of horror, on account 
et his cuilt, and of admiration on 
account of his talents.. By the con- 
currence of thefe two emotions the 
mind is thrown into a ftate of un- 
ufual agitation ; neither painful nor 


pleafant, in the extremes of pain or 
of pleafure, but tlrang: ly delight. 
ful. Surprife and amazement, ex. 
cited by the ftriking conjunGures 
which he himfelf very often occas 
fions, and which give exercife to 
his talents, together with aftonifh. 
ment at the determined boldnefs 
and fuccefs of his guilt, give un. 
common force to the general im. 
preffion. 

‘“¢ It may be apprehended, that 
the mixed feeling now mentioned 
may be termed indignation; nor 
have I any objection to the ufe of the 
term. Indignation feems to arife 
from a comparative view of two obs 
jects; the one worthy, and the o- 
ther unworthy ; which are, never. 
thelefs, united ; bat which, on ac. 
count of the wrong or impropriety 
occalioned by this incongruous 
union, we conceive fhould be dif. 
united and independent. The man 
of merit fuffering neglect or con- 
tempt, and the unworthy man raifed 
to diftin@tion, provoke indignation, 
In like manner, indignation may be 
provoked, by fceing illuftrious ta- 
lents perverted to inhuman and pers 
fidious purpofes. Nor is the feel- 
ing, for it arifes from elevation of 
foul and confcioufnefs of virtue, bY 
any means difagreeable. Indeed, 
the pleafure it yields us is different 
from that arifing from other emo- 
tions of a more placid and fotter 
charaéter; different, for example, 
in a very remarkable manner, from 
our fympathy with fuccefsful merit. 
We may alfo obferve, that fulpence, 
wonder, and furprife, occafioned by 
the actual operation of great abill- 
ties, under the guidance of uncotf- 
trouled humanity, by their awful 
effects, and the poftures they affume, 
together with anxiety to fee an 
union fo unworthy diffolved, give 
poignancy to our indignation, an 


annex to it, if I may ufe the _¢x- 
preiuon, 











‘on, a certain wild and alarm- 

o delight. 
me But, by what term foever we 
recognife the feeling, I proceed to 
jlluttrate, by a particular analyfis of 
fome ftriking fcenes in the tragedy, 


DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TASTE AND GENIUS. 


[or] 


«¢ that the pleafure we receive from 
the character of Richard, is pro- 
duced by thofe emotions which 
arife inthe mind, on beholding great 
intellectual ability employed for ine 
human and perfidious purpofes.” 








DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TASTE AND GENIUS. 


[From Dr. Brasr’s Lectures on Rhetoric and Belles Lettres.] 


rT ASTE and genius are two 

words frequently joined 
together; and therefore, by inac- 
curate thinkers, confounded. ‘They 
fignify, however, two quite different 
things. The ditierence between 
them can be clearly pointed our; 
and it is of importance to remember 
it, Tafte confifts in the power of 
judging : Genius, in the power of 
executing. One may have a confi- 
derable degree of tafte in poetry, 
eloquence, or anv of the fine arts, 
who has little or hardly any genius 
for compofition or execution tn any 
of thefe arts: but genius cannot be 
found without including tatte alfo. 
Genius, therefore, deferves to be 
confidered as a higher power of the 
mind than tafte. Genius always 
imports fomething inventive or cre- 
ative; which does not reit in mere 
fenfibility to beauty where it is per- 
ceived, but which can, moreover, 
produce new beauties, and exhibit 
them in fuch a manner as ftrongly 
to imprefs the minds of others. 
Refined tafte forms a good critic; 
but cenius is farther neceflary to 
form the poet, or the orator. 

‘It is proper alfo to obferve, 
that genius is a word, which, in 
common acceptation, extends much 
father than to the objects of tafte. 
It is ufed to fignify that talent or 
aptitude which we receive from na- 





ture, for excelling in any one thing 
whatever. ‘Thus we {peak of a gee 
nius for mathematics, as well as a 
genius for poetry ; of a genius for 
war, for politics, or for any mecha- 
nical employments. 

‘* This talent or aptitude for ex- 
celling in fome one particular, is, I 
have taid, what we receive from na< 
ture. By art and ftudy, no doubt, 
it may be greatly improved ; but by 
them alone it cannot be acquired. 
As genius is a higher faculty than 
tafte, it is ever, according to the 
ufual frugality of nature, more li- 
mited in the {phere of its operations. 
It is not uncommon to meet with per- 
fons who have an excellent tatte in 
feveral of the polite aris, fuch as mu- 
lic, poetry, painting, and eloquence 
altogether: but, to find one who is an 
excellent periormer in all thefe arts, 
is much more rare; or rather, in- 
deed, fuch an one is not to be look- 
ed for. A fort of univerfal yenius, 
or one who is equally and indiffer- 
ently turned towards feveral’ diffe- 
rent profeffions and arts, is not likely 
to excel in any. Although there 


may be fome few exceptions, yet in 
general it holds, that when the bent 
of the mind is wholly directed to. 
wards fome one object, exclufively, 
in a manner, of others, there is the 
faireft profpect of eminence in that, 
whatever it be. 


The rays muft 


converge 
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converge to a point, in order to 
glow intenfely. This remark | here 
chufe to make, on account of its 
great importance to young people ; 
in leading them to examine with 
care, and to purfue with ardour, 
the current and pointing of nature 
towards thofe exertions of genius 
in which they are moft likely to 
excel. 

«“ A genius for any of the fine 
arts, as I have betore obferved, al- 
ways fuppofes tafte ; and it is clear, 
that the improvement of tafte will 
ferve both to forward and to correct 
the operations of genius. In pro- 
portion as the tafte of a poet, or 
orator, becomes more refined with 
refpect to the beauties of compoli- 
tion, it will certainly affitt him to 

roduce the more finifhed beauties 
in his work, Genius, however, 
in a poet or orator, may fome- 
times exift in a higher degree than 
tafte ; that is, genius may be bold 
and ftrong, when tafte is neither 
very delicate, nor very correct. 





ON SUBLIMITY IN OBJECTS, 


This is often the cafe in the infane 
of arts; a period, when genius fre. 
quently exerts itfelf with great yj. 
gour, and executes with much 
warmth; while tafte, which re. 
quires experience, and improves by 
flower degrees, hath not yet at. 
tained its full growth. Homer and 
Shakf peare are proofs of what T now 
affert; in whofe admirable writines 
are found intiances of rudenefs and 
indelicacy, which the more refined 
tafte of later writers, who had far 
inferior genius to them, would have 
taught them to avoid. As all hu 
man perfection is limited, this may 
very probably be the law of our na- 
ture, that it is not given to one man 
to execute with vigour and fire, and, 
at the fame ume, to attend to all the 
lefler and more refined. graces that 
belong to the exact perfection of his 
work: while, on the other hand, a 
thorough tatte for thofe inferior 
graces, is, for the moift part, ac- 
companied with a diminution of 
fublimity and force.” 





ON SUBLIMITY IN OBJECTS, AS A SOURCE OF THE 
PLEASURES OF TASTE. 


[From the fame Work.] 


‘6 HT is not eafy to defcribe, in 

words, the precife impreffion 
which great and fublime objects 
make upon us, when we behold 
them ; but every one has a concep- 
tion of it. It confifts in a kind of 
adiniration and expanfion of the 
mind; it raifes the mind much a- 
bove its ordinary ftate ; and fills it 
with a degree of wonder and atflo- 
nifhment, which it cannot well cx- 
ow The emotion is certainly ce- 
ightful; but it js altogether of the 
ferious kind; a degree of awfulnefs 


and folemnity, even approaching 
to feverity, commonly attends it 
when at its height; very diftin- 
guifhable from the more gay and 
brifk emotion raifed by beautiful 
objects. 

“ The fimplett form of external 
crandeur appeafs in the vaft and 
baundlefs profpects prefented to us 
by nature; fuch as wide extended 
plains, to which the eye can tee no 
limits; the firmament of heaven; 
or the boundlefs expanfe of the 


ocean. All vafinefs produces the 
impreffion 








impreffion of fublimity. It is to be 
remarked, however, that fpace, ex- 
tended in length, makes not fo itrong 
an impreffion as height or depth. 
Though a boundlefs plain be a 
rand object, yet a high mountain, 
to which we look up, or an awful 
precipice or tower whence we look 
down on the objects which lie be- 
low, is {till more fo. The exceffive 
randeur of the firmament arifes 
from its height, joined to its bound- 
lefs extent; and that of the ocean, 
not from its extent alone, | but from 
the perpetual motion and irrefiftible 
force ot that mats of waters. 
Wherever ipace 1s concerned, it is 
clear, that amplitude or greatnefs of 
extent, in one dimenfion or other, 
js neceflary to grandeur. Remove 
all bounds from any object, and 
you prefently render it fublime. 
Hence infinite fpace, endlefs num- 
bers, and eternal duration, fill the 
mind with great ideas. 

« From this fome have imagined, 
that vatinefs, or amplitude of ex- 
tent, is the toundation of all fubli- 
mity. But I cannot be of this opi- 
nion, becaufe many objeéts appear 
fublime which have no relation to 
fpace at all. Such, for inftance, is 
great loudnefs of found. The burtt 
of thunder or of cannon, the roar- 
ing of winds, the fhouting of mul- 
titudes, the found of vaft catara¢ts 
of water, are all inconteftibly grand 
objects. ** | heard the voice of a 
great multitude, as the found of 
many waters, and of mighty thun- 
derings, faying Allelujah.” In ge- 
neral we may obferve, that great 
power and force exerted, always 
raife fublime ideas: and perhaps the 
moft copious fource of thefe is de- 
rived from this quarter. Hence the 
grandeur of earthquakes and burn- 
ing mountains ; of great conflagra- 
tions; of the ftormy ocean, and 
overflowing waters; of tempefts of 
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wind; of thunder and lightning ; 
and of all the uncommon violence 
of the elements. Nothing is more 
fublime than mighty power and 
ftrength. A ftream that runs within 
its banks, is a beautiful object ; but 
when it rufhes down with the im- 
petuofity and noife of a torrent, it 
orefently becomes a fublime one. 
From lons, and other animals of 
flrength, are drawn fublime com- 
parifons in poets. <A race horfe is 
looked upon with pleafure ; but it is 
the war-horfe, ** whofe neck is 
clothed with thunder,” that carries 
grandeur in its idea. The engage- 
ment of two great armics, as it is 
the higheft exertion of human 
might, combines a variety of fources 
of the fublime ; and has accordingly 
been always confidered as one of the 
moft finking and magnificent fpec- 
tacles that can be either prefented to 
the eye, or exhibited to the imagie« 
nation in defcription. 

** For the farther illuftration of 
this fubyeét, it is proper to remark, 
that all ideas of the folemn and aw- 
ful kind, and even bordering on the 
terrible, tend greatly to aflift the 
fublime ; fuch as darknefs, folitude, 
and filence. What are the fcenes of 
nature that elevate the mind in the 
higheft degree, and produce the fub- 
lime fenfation? Not the gay land- 
fcape, the flowery field, or the flou- 
rifhing city; but the hoary moun- 
tain, and the folitary lake; the aged 
foreft, and the torrent falling over 
the rock. Hence too, night-fcenes 
are commonly the moft fublime. 
The firmament when ‘filled with 
itars, feattered in fuch vaft numbers, 
and with fuch magnificent profufion, 
{trikes the imagination with a more 
awful grandeur, than when we view 
it enlightened by all the f{plendour of 
the fun. The deep eon of a great 
bell, or the ftriking of a great clock, 
are at any time grand; but, when 
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heard amid the filence and ftilinefs 
of the night, they become doubly 
fo. Darkneis is very commonly 
applied for adding fublimity to all 
our ideas of the Deity. ** He mak- 
eth darknefs his pavillion ; he dwel- 
leth in the thick cloud.”” So Mil- 
ton 
am I low oft, amidft 
Thick Clouds and dark, docs heaven's all- 
ruins fire 

Chufe so refide, his glory unobfcured, 
And, with the majeity of darkncis, round 
Circles his throne 





Book Ul. 263. 


Obferve, with how much art Virgil 
has introduced all thefe ideas of fi- 
lence, vacuity, and darknefs, when 
he is going to introduce his hero to 
the infernal regions, and to difcloie 
the fecrets of the great deep. 


Dii quibus imperium eft animarum, um- 
braegue filentes, 

Et Chaos, ct Plegethon, loca nocte fi- 
lentia late, 

Sit mihi fas audita loqui; fit numine 
vettro 

Pandere res alta terr3, & caligine merfas. 

Ibant obicuri, folafub nocte, per umbram, 

Pergue demos Ditis vacuous, et inania 
regna; 

Quale per incertam lunam, fub luce ma- 
ligna 

Eft iter in fylvis—— . 


Thefe paffages I quote at prefent, 
not fo much as initances of fublime 
writing, though in themfelves they 
truly are fo, as to fhew, by the ef- 
feét of them, that the objects which 
they preient to us, belong to the 
clats of fublime ones. 

‘¢ Obfcurity, we are farther to 
remark, 1s not unfavourable to the 
fublime. Though it render the ob- 
ject indiftinét, the impreffion, how- 
ever, may be great; for, as an in- 
genjous author has weil obferved, it 
is One thing to make an idea clear, 
and another to make it affecting to 
the imagination ; and the imagina- 


tion may be ftrongly affeded, ang 
in fact, oiten is to, by objecis of 
which we have no clear conception 
Thus we fee, that alimoft all the ae 
icriptions given us of the appear. 
ances of fupernatural beings, carry 
fome fublimity, though the concep. 
tions which they atford us be con. 
tufed and indiitinct. Their fubji. 
mity arifes trom the ideas, which 
they — ie convey, of fuperior 
power and might, joined with an 
awful obicunty. We may fee this 
tully exemplified in the following 
noble paflage of the book of Job. 
‘© In thoughts from the vifions of 
the night, when deep {leep talleth 
upon men, fear came upon me, and 
trembling, which made all my bones 
to fhake. Then a fpirit patled be- 
fore my face; the hair of my fleth 
ftood up: it ftood fill; but I eould 
not diicern the form thereof; an 
image was before mine eyes ; there 
was filence ; and I heard a voice 
Shall mortal man be more jut 
than God?” (Job iv. 15). No 
ideas, it is plain, are {fo fub- 
lime as thofe taken from the Su- 
preme Being; the moft unknown, 
but the greateft of all objects ; the 
infinity of whofe nature, and the 
eternity of whofe duration, joined 
with the omnipotence of his power, 
though they furpafs our conceps 
tions, yet exalt them to the high- 
eft. In general, all objects that are 
greatly raifed above us, or far res 
moved from us, cither in {pace or 
in time, are apt to ftrike us as great. 
Our viewing them, as through the 
mift of diftance or antiquity, 1s fa- 
vourable to the impreflions of their 
fublimity. 

“6 As obfcurity, fo diforder too, 
is very compatible with grandeur 5 
nay, frequently heightens it. Few 
things that are firicily regular, and 
methodical, appear fublime. We 
{ee the limits on every lide; we fecl 
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ourfelves confined ; there is No room 
for the mind’s exerting any great 
effort. Exact proportion of parts, 
though it enters often into the eau- 
tiful, is much difregarded in the 
fublime. A great mafs of rocks, 
thrown together by the hand of na- 
ture with wildnefs and confufion, 
trikes the mind with more grandeut 
than if they kad been adjufted to 
each other with the moift accurate 
fymmetry- ; 

«¢ In the feeble attempts, which 
human art can make towards pro- 
ducing grand objects (feeble, I mean, 
in comparifon with the powers of 
nature), greatnefs of dimenfions al- 
waysconfltitutes a principal part. No 

ile of building can convey any idea 
of fublimity, unlefs it be ample and 
lofty. ‘There is, too, in architec- 
ture, what is called greatnefs of 
manner; Which feems chiefly to 
arife, from prefenting the objeét to 
us in one full point of view ; fo 
that it fhall make its impreffion 
whole, entire, and undivided, upon 
the mind. A Gothie cathedrai 
raifes ideas of grandeur in our 
minds, by its fize, its height, its 
awful obfcurity, its ftrength, its an- 
tiquity, and its durability. 

“* There {till remains to be men- 
tioned one clafs of fublime objects : 
what may be called the moral, or 
fentimental fublime ; arifing from 
certain exertions of the human mind; 
from certain affections, and aétions, 
of our fellow-creatures. Thefe will 
be found to be all, or chiefly, of 
that clafs, which comes under the 
name of magnanimity or heroifm ; 
and they produce an effect extremely 
fimilar to what is produced by the 
view of grand objects in nature ; 
filing the mind with admiration, 
and clevating it above itfelf. A 
noted initance of this, quoted by all 
the French critics, is the celebrated 
Quw’il Mourut of Corneille, in the 
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'n the famous 


tragedy of Horace. 
combat betwixt the Horatii and the 
Curiatii, the old Horatius, being 
informed, that two of his fons are 
flain, and that the third had betaken 
himfelf to flight, at firft will not 
believe the report ; but being tho- 
roughly affured of the fact, is fired 
with all the fentiments of high ho- 
nour and indignation at this fup- 
poted unworthy behaviour of his fur- 
viving fon. He is reminded, that his 
ion ttood alone againft three, and 
afked what he would have had him to 
have done ?—* ‘Io have dicd,”— 
he anfwers. In the fame manner 
Porus, taken prifoner by Alexander, 
afrer a gallant defence, and afked in 
what manner he would be treated ? 
anfwering, ** Like a king ;” and 
Cefar chiding the pilot who was 
afraid to fet out with him ina form, 
“+ Quid times ? Cefarem vehis ;” are 
good inftances of this fentimental 
fublime. Wherever, in fome cri- 
tical and high fituation, we behold 
a man uncommonly intrepid, and 
refling upon himfelf: fuperior to 
paffion and to fear; animated by 
fome great principle to the contempt 
of popular epinion, of felfith inte- 
reft, of dangers, or of death ; there 
we are ftruck with a fenfe of the 
fublime. 

‘¢ High virtue is the moft natu- 
ral and tertile fource of this moral 
fublimity. However, on fome oc- 
cafions, where virtue either has no 
place, or is but imperfeétly difplay- 
ed, yet if extraordinary vigour and 
force of mind be difcovered, we are 
not infenfible to a degree of gran- 
deur in the character ; and from the 
{plendid conqueror, or the daring 
confpirator, whom we are far from 
approving, we cannot with-hold our 
admiration. 

‘+ J have now enumerated a va- 
riety of initances, both in inanimate 
objects and in human life, wherein 
the 
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the fublime appears. In all thefe 
inftdnces, the emotion raifed in us 
is of the fame kind, although the 
objects that produce the emotion be 
of widely ditferent kinds. A que- 
flion next arifes, whether we are 
able to difcover fome one funda- 
mental quality in which all thefe 
different objects agree, and which 
is the caufe of their producing an 
emotion of the fame nature in our 
minds ? Various hypothefes have 
been formed concerning this; but, 
as far as appears to me, hitherto un- 
fatisfactory. Some have imagined 
that amplitude, or great extent, 
joined with fimplicity, is either im- 
mediately, or remotely, the funda- 
mental quality of whatever is fub- 
lime ; but we have feen that ampli- 
tude is confined to one fpecies of 
fublime objects ; and cannot, with- 
out violent ftraining, be applied to 
them all. The author of ** a Phi- 
lofophical Enquiry into the Origin 
of our Ideas of the Sublime and 
Beautiful,” to whom we are indebt- 
ed for feveral ingenious and ori- 
ginal thoughts upon this fubject, 
propofes a formal theory upon this 
foundation, that terror is the fource 
of the fublintre, and that no objects 
have this character, but fuch as pro- 
duce impreflions of pain and danger. 
It is indeed true, that many terrible 
objects are highly fublime ; and that 
grandeur does not refufe an alliance 
with the idea of danger. But 
though this is very properly illuf- 
trated by the author (many of whofe 
fentiments on that head I have a- 
dopted), yet he feems to ftretch his 
theory too far, when he reprefents 
the fublime as confifting wholly 


in modes of danger, or of ji 
For the proper fen{ation of fablimiey 
appears to be very dittinguithable 
from the fenfation of cither of thefe 
and, on feveral occafions, to koe 
entirely oc trom them, Ih 
many grand objects, there is no eo. 
incidence with terror at all; as in 
the ”. cin profpect of wide 
extended plains, and of the {tar 
firmament ; or in the moral difpof. 
tions and fentiments, which we view 
with high admiration ; and in map 
painful and terrible objects alfo, it 
is Clear, there is no fort of gran. 
deur. The amputation of a limb, 
or the bite of a fuake, are exceed. 
ingly terrible ; but are deftitute of all 
claim whatever to fublimity, Iam 
inclined to think, that mighty force 
or power, whether accompanied with 
terror or not, whether employed in 
protecting, or in alarming us, hasa 
better title, than any thing that has 
yet been mentioned, to be the fun- 
damental quality of the fublime ; as, 
after the review which we have 
taken, there does not occur to me 
any fublime object, into the idea of 
which, power, ftrength, and force, 
either enter not directly, or are not, 
at leaft, intimately aflociated with 
the idea, by leading our thoughts 
to fome aftonifhing power, as con- 
cerned in the production of the ob- 
ject. However, [ do not infift upon 
this as fufficient to found a general 
theory : it is enough, now to have 
given this view of the nature and 
different kinds of fublime objects ; 
by which I hope to have laid a pro- 
per foundation for difcufling, with 
greater accuracy, the fublime in 
writing and compofition. 
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ON BEAUTY, AS ASOURCE OF THE PLEASURES OF TASTE, 
[ From the fame Work. } 


&“ TVEAUTY, next to fublimity, 
affords, beyond doubt, the 
highett pleafure to the imagination. 
The emotion which 1t raifes, 1s very 
diftinguifable trom that of fubli- 
mity. It is of a calmer kind; more 
ntle and foothing ; does not elevate 
the mind fo much, but produces an a- 
reeavle ferenity. Sublimity raifes a 
ccling, too violent, as I thowed, to 
be laiting ; the pleafure arifing from 
beauty admits of longer continuance, 
Jt extends alfo to a much greater va- 
riety of objects than fublimity ; to 
a variety indeed fo great, that the 
feelings which beautiful objects pro- 
duce, differ confiderably, not iti de- 
gree Only, but alfo in kind, from 
one another. Hence no word in 
the language is ufed in a more vague 
fignification than beauty. It is ap- 
lied to almoft every external object 
that pleafes the eye, or the ear; to 
a great number of the graces of 
writing ; to many difpofitions of the 
mind; nay, to feveral objects of 
mere abftra¢t fcience. We talk cur- 
rently of a beautiful tree or flower ; 
a beautiful poem; a beautiful cha- 
ratter; and a beautiful theorem in 
mathematics. 

“ Hence we may eafily perceive, 
that, among fo great a variety of 
objects, to find out fome one quality 
in which they all agree, and which 
isthe foundation of that agreeable 
fenfation they all raife, muft be a 
very difficult, if not, more probably, 
a vain attempt. Objects, denomi- 
nated beautiful, are fo different, «as 
to pleafe, not in virtue of any one 
quality common to them all, but by 
means of feveral different principles 
in human nature. ‘The agreeable 
“motion which they all raife, is 

1783. 


fomewhat of the fame nature; and, 
therefore, has the common name ot 
beauty given to it; but it is raifed 
by different caufes, 

*¢ Hypothefes, however, have been 
framed by ingenious men, for affign- 
ing the fundamental quality ot beauty 
in all objets. In particular, unifor- 
mity amidtt variety, has been infifted 
on as this fundamental quality. For 
the beauty of many figures, I admit 
that this accounts in a fatisfying 
manner. But when we endeavour 
to apply this principle to beautiful 
objects of fome other kind, as to 
colour for inftance, or motion, we 
fhall foon find that it has no place. 
Andeven in external figured objects, 
it does not hold, that their beauty is 
in proportion to their mixture of va- 
riety with uniformity ; feeing many 
pleafe us as highly beautiful, which 
have almoft no variety at all; and 
others, which are various to a de- 
gree of intricacy. Laying fyftems 
of this kind, therefore, afide, what 
I now propofe is, to give an enu- 
meration of feveral of thofe claifes 
of objects in which beauty mof re- 
imarkably appears ; and to point out, 
as far as I can, the feparate princi- 
ples of beauty in cach of them. 

** Colour affords, perhaps, the 
fimplett inftance of beauty, and 
therefore the firteit to begin with. 
Here, neither variety, nor unifor- 
mity, nor any other principle that 
I know, can be afhiyned, as the foun- 
dation of beauty. We can refer it 
to no other caute but the ftructure 
of the eye, which determines us to 
receive certain modifications of the 
rays of light with more pleafare 

than others. And we fee acecord- 
ingly, that, as the organ of fenfa- 
thon, 
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tion varies in different perfons, they 
have their different favourite co- 
lours. It is probable that aflociation 
of ideas has influence, in fome cafes, 
on the pleafure which we receivefrom 
colours. Green, for inftance, may 
appear more beautiful, by being 
connected in our ideas with rural 
wrofpects. and fcenes; white, with 
aiteoles blue, with the ferenit 
of the fky. Independently of af 
fociations of this kind, all that we 
can farther obferve concerning co- 
lours is, that thofe chofen for bee 
ty are, generally, delicate, rather 
than glaring. Such are thofe paint- 
ings with which nature hath orna- 
mented fome of her works, and which 
art {trives in vain to imitate ; as the 
feathers of feveral kinds of birds, 
the leaves of flowers, and the fine 
variation of colours exhibited by the 
fky at the rifing and fetting of the 
fun. Thefe prefent to us the high- 
eit inftances of the beauty of colour- 
ing ; and haveaccordingly been the 
favourite fubjects of poetical de- 
fcription in all countries. | 
‘¢ From colour we proceed to fi- 
gure, which opens to us forms of 
beauty more complex and diverfified. 
Regularity firft occurs to be noticed 
as a fource of beauty. By a regular 
figure, is meant, one which we per- 
ceive to be formed according to fome 
certain rule, and not left arbitrary, 
or loofe, in the conftruétion of its 
pars. Thus, acircle, a fquare, a 
triangle, or a hexagon, pleafe the 
eye, by their regularity, as beauti- 
' ful figures. We muit not, how- 
ever, conclude, that all figeres 
' pleafe in proportion to their regula- 
rity ; of that regularity is the fole, 
or the chief, foundation of be.uty 
in figure. On the contrary, a cer- 
tain graceful variety is found to be 
a much more powerful rere of 
beauty ; and is therefore ftudied a 
great deal more than regularity, in 
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= bch thaf are defigned mere! 
to pleaie the eye. Lam, ind 
inciined to think, that regularity 
pears beautiful to us, chiefly eae 
only, on account of its fag, Qi 

gelling 
the ideas of fitnefs, Propriety, ang 
ufe, which have always a areate 
connection with orderly and : 
portioned forms, than with thofe 
which appear not conftructed ac. 
cording to any certain rule, If is 
clear, that nature, who is undouby. 
edly the moft graceful artift, hath 
in all her ornamental works, pur. 
fued variety, with an apparent neg. 
lect of regularity. Cabinets, doors, 
and windows, are made after a re. 
gular form, in cubes and parallelo. 
grams, with exact proportion of 
parts ; and by being fo formed they 
pleafe the eye; for this good rea. 
fon, that, being works of -ufe, they 
are, by fuch figures, the better 
fuited to the ends for which they 
were defigned. But plants, flowers, 
and leaves are full of variety and 
diverfity, A ftraight canal is an in- 
fipid figure, in comparifon of the 
meanders of rivers. Cones and 
pyramids are beautiful; but trees 
growing in their natural wildnefs, 
are infinitely more beautiful than 
when trimmed into pyramids and 
cones. The apartments of a houfe 
muft be regular in their difpofition, 
for the conveniency of its inhabi- 
tants; but a garden, which is de- 
fiened merely tor beauty, would be 
exceedingly difgufting, if it had as 
much uniformity and order in its 
parts ¢s.a dwelling-houfe. 

“© Mr. Mogarth, in his Analyfs 
of Beauty, has obferved, that fi 
yures boanded by curve lines are, 
in general, more beautiful than thole 
bounded by ftraight lines and angle. 
He pitches upon two lines, on which, 
acca@fing to him, the beauty of fie 

ufe principally depends ; and he 
~ iluftrated, and f{ypported his 
doctrine, 
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ine, by a furprifing number of 
ee. r he cat is the waving 
fine, or acurve bending backwards 
and forwards, fomewhat in the form 
of the letter S. This he calJls the 
fine of beauty ; and fhews how of- 
ten it is found in fhells, flowers, and 
{ych other ornamental works of na- 
tyre; as is common alfo in the fi- 
gures defigned by painters and fulp- 
tors, forthe purpofe of decoration. 
The other line, which he calls the 
line of grace, is the former waving 
curve, twifted round fome folid 
body. The curling worm of a com- 
mon jack isone of the inflances he 
gives of it. Twifted pillars, and 
twifted horns, alfo exhibit it. In 
all the inftances which he mentions, 
variety plainly appears to be fo ma- 
terial a principle of beauty, that he 
feems not to err much when he de- 
fines the art of drawing pleafing 
forms, to be the art of varying well, 
For the curve line, fo much the fa- 
vourite of painters, derives, accord- 
ing to him, its chief advantage, from 
its perpetual bending and variation 
from the fliffregularity of the ftraight 
line. 

* Motion furnithes another fource 
of beauty, dittin& from figure. 
Motion of itfelf is pleafing ; and bo- 
dies in motion are, ‘* cxteris pari- 
bus,” preferred to thofe in refit. It 
is, however, only gentle motion 
that belongs to the beautiful; for 
when it is very fwift, or very forci- 
ble, fuch as that of a torrent, it 
partakes of the fublime. The mo- 
tion of a bird gliding through the 
air, is extremely beautiful; the 
fwiftnefs with which lightning darts 
through the heavens, is magnificent 
and aitonifhing. And here, it is 
proper to obferve, that the fenfa- 
tions of fublime and beautiful are 
not always diftinguiflied by very di- 
flant boundaries; but are capable, 
ia feveralinitances, of approaching 
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towards each other. Thus,a fmooth 
running ftream, is one of the mott 
beautiful objects in nature; as it 
{wells gradually into a great river, 
the beautiful, by degreesy is lott in 
the fubline. A young ‘tree is a 
beautiful object; a {preading antient 
oak, is a venerable and a grand one. 
The calmnefs of a fine morning is 
beautiful; the univerfal ftitlnefs of 
the evening is highly fublime. Bue 
to return to the beauty of motion, 
it will be found, I think, to hold 
very generally, that motion in @ 
ftraight line is not fo beautiful as in 
an undulating waving direction; and 
motion upwards is, commonly too, 
more agreeable than motion down-_ 
wards. ‘The eafy curling motion of 
flame and fmoke may be inftanced, as 
an object fingularly agreeable : and 
here Mr. Hogarth’s waving line ree 
curs upon us as a principle of beau. 
ty. That artifi obferves very inge- 
nioufly, that all the common and 
neceffary motions for the bufinefs of 
life, are performed by men in ftraight 
or plain lines ; but that all the gracee 
ful and ornamental movements are 
made in waving lines: an obferva- 
tion not unworthy of being attended 
to, by all who itudy the grace .of 
geiture and action. 

** Though colour, figure, and 
motion, be fepdrate principles of 
beauty ; yet in many beautiful ob- 
jects they all meet, and thereby ren- 
der the beauty both greater, and 
more complex, Thus, in flowers, 
trees, animals, we are entertained 
at once with the delicacy of the 
colour, with the gracefulnefs of the 
figure, and fometiimes alfo with the 
motion of the object. Although 


‘each of thefe produce a feparate 
agreeable fenfation, yet they are of 
fuch a fimilar nature, as readily to 
mix and blend in one general per- 
ception of beauty, which we,afcribe 
to the whole object as its caufe: for 
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beauty is always conceived by us, as 
fonething refiding in the objed 


which raifes the pleafant fenfation ; 
a fort of glory which dwells upon, 


and invefts it. Perhaps the moft 
complete aflemblage of beautiful ob- 
jects that can any where be found, 
13 prefented by a rich natural land- 
fcape, where there is a fufficient va- 
riety of objects: fields in verdure, 
feattered trees and flowers, running 
water, and animals grazing. If to 
thefe be joined, fone of the pro- 
ductions of art, which fuit fuch a 
fcene ; as a bridge with arches over 
& river, fmoke rifing from cottages 
in the midtt of trees, and the diftant 
view of a fine building feen by the 
fifing fun; we then enjoy, in the 
hichett perfection, that gay, cheer- 
ful, and placid fenfation which cha- 
racterifes beauty. To have an cye 
and a taite formed for catching the 
peculiar beauties of fuch fcencs as 
thefe, is a neceflary requifite for all 
who attempt poetical defcription. 

‘¢ The beauty of the human coun- 
tenance is nore complex than any 
that we have yet confidered. It in- 
cludes the beauty of colour, arifing 
from the delicate fhades of the com- 
plexion ; and the beauty of figure, 
arifing from the lines which form 
the different features of the face. 
But the chief beauty of the counte- 
nance depends upon a mytterious 
expreffion, which it conveys of the 
qualities of the mind ; of good fenfe, 
or good humour; of fprightlinefs, 
candour, benevolence, fenfibility, or 
other amiable difpofitions. How it 
comes to pafs, that a certain confor- 
mation of features is conneéted in 
our idea with certain moral quali- 
ties ; whether we are taught by in- 
ftingt, or by experience, to form 
this conneétion, and to read the 
mind jn the countenance ;_ belongs 
Not tous now to enquire, nor is in- 
deed eafy to refolve, The fact is 
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certain, and acknowl 

what gives the human oneal 
its molt dittinguifhing beaut 
what is called its expreffion ; ys . 
tt ; er : , an 
image, which it is conceived to 

of internal moral difpofitions, 

** This leads to obferye that 
there are certain qualities a the 
mind which, whether exprefled jg 
the countenance, or by words, orb 
actions, always raife in us a feelin 
fimnilar to that of beauty. ‘There are 
two great clafles of moral qualities « 
one 1s of the high and the great vir. 
tues, which require extraordinary ef. 
forts, and turn upon dangers and uf. 
ferings; as heroifm, magnanimity 
contempt of pleafures, and contem 
of death. Thefe, as i have obfery. 
ed in a former lecture, excite in the 
fpectator an emotion of fublimi 
and grandeur. ‘The other clafs js 
generally of the focial virtues, and 
fuch as are of a fofter and gentler 
kind; as compaffion, mildnefs, friend. 
fhip, and generofity. ‘Thefe raife 
m the beholder a fenfation of plea- 
fure, fo much a kin to that preduced 
by beautiful external objects, that, 
though of a more dignified nature, 
it may, without impropriety, be 
clafled under the fame head. 

*¢ A fpecies of beauty, difting 
from any I have yet mentioned, 
arifes from defign or art; or, in other 
words, from the perception of means 
being adapted to an end; or the 
parts of any thing being well fitted 
to anfwer the defign of the whole, 
When, in confidering the, ttructure 
of atree or a plant, weobferve how 
all the parts, the roots, the flem, the 
bark, and the leaves, are fuited to 
the growth and nutriment of the 
whole: much more when we fur- 
vey all the parts and members of 4 
living animal ; or when we examine 
any of the curious works of art; 
fuch as a clock, a fhip, or any mice 


ine; the pleafure which we 
machine ; | a 
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furvey, is wholly found- 
edon this fenfe of beauty. It is 
alrogether difftrent from the per- 
fon of beauty produced by col- 
figure, variety, or any of the 
an ly mentioned, When 
caufes formerly mentioned, 
J Jook at a watch, for initance, the 
cafe of it, if finely engraved, and 
of curious workmanfhip, itrikes me 
a3 bedutiful in the former fenfe ; 
bright colour, exquifite polifh, fi- 
ures finely raifed and turned, But 
when I examine the conitruction of 
the {pring and the wheels, and praife 
the beauty of the internal machine- 
ry; my pleafure then arifes wholly 
from the view of that admirable art, 
with which fo many various and 
complicated parts are made to unite 
for one purpote. 

“ This tenfe of beauty, in fit- 
nefs and delign, has an extenfive in- 
fluence overy many of our ideas, 
Iris the foundation of the beauty 
which we difcover in the proportion 
of doors, windows, arches, pillars, 
andalltheorders of architecture. Let 
the ornaments of a building be ever 
fo fine and elegant in themfelves, 
yet if they interfere with this fenfe 
of fimefs and defign, they lofe their 
beauty, and hurt the eye, like dif- 
agreeable objects. “T'wifted columns, 
for inttance, are undoubtedly orna- 
mental ; but asthey have an appear- 
anceot weaknefs, they always dif- 
pleafe when they are made ufe of to 
fupport any part of a building that 
is mafly, and that feemed to require 
amore fub{tantial prop. We can- 
not look upon any work whatever, 
without being led, by a natural af- 
fociation of ideas, to think of its end 
and defign, and of courfe to examine 
the propriety of its parts, in rela- 
ton to this defign and end. When 
their propriety is clearly difcerned, 
the work feems always to have fome 
beauty; but when there is a total 
Want of propricty, it never fails of 


have in the 
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appearing deformed, Our fenfe of 
fitnefs and defign, therefore, is fe 
powerful, and holds fo high a rank 
among Our perceptions, as to regu. 
late,in a great meature, our other ideas 
ot beauty : an obfervation which 
I the rather make, as it is of the 
utmott importance, that all who 
ftudy compofition fhould carefully 
attend toit. For, in anepic poem, 
a hiltory, an oration, or any work 
of genius, we always require, as 
we do in other works, a fitnefs, or 
adjuftment of means, to the end 
which the author is fuppofed to have 
in view. Let his deicriptions be 
ever fo rich, or his figures ever fo 
elegant, yet, if they are out of 
place, if they are not 'proper parts 
of that whole, if they fuit not the 
main defign, they loje all their 
beauty; nay, from beauties the 

are converted into deformities, Such 
power has our fenfe of fitnefs amd 
congruity, to produce a total tranf- 
formation of an objeét whofe a 

wear otherwife would have been 

eauiful. 

‘“* After having mentioned fo 
many various fpecies of beauty, it 
now only remains to take notice of 
beauty as it is applied to writing or 
difcourfe; a term commonly ufed in 
a fenfe altogether loofe and undeter- 
mined, For it is applied to all that 
pleafes, either in ftyle or in fenti- 
ment, from whatever principle that 
pleafure flows ; and a beautiful poem 
or Oration means, in common lan. 
yuage, no other than a good one, 
or oné well compofed. [n this fenfe, 
it is plain, the word is altogether 
indefinite, and points at no particus 
lar {pecies or kind of beauty. There 
is, however, another fenfe, fome- 
what more definite, in which beauty 
of writing characterifes a particular 
manner; when it is ufed to fignify 
a certain grace and amenity in the 
turn either of ftyle or fenuiment, for 
G 3 which 
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which fome authors have been pecu- 
liarly diitinguifhed. In this fenfe, 
jt denotes a manner neither remask- 
ably fublime, nor vehemently pal- 
fionate, nor uncommonly fparkling ; 
but fuch as raifes in the reader an 
emotion of the gentle placid kind, 
fimilarto what is raifed by the con- 
templation of beautiful objects in 
nature ; which neither lifts the mind 
very high, noragitates it very much, 
but diffufes over the imagination an 
agreeable and pleafing ferenity. Mr. 
Addifonis a writer altogether of this 
charaéter ; and is one of the moft 





ON MODERN ELOQUENCE, 


proper and precife examples that 
can be given of it. Fenelon, the 
author of the Adventures of Tele. 
machus, may be given as another 
example. Virgil too, though ve 

capable of rifing on occafions into 
the fublime, yet, in his general 
manner, is diftinguifhed by the cha. 
racter of beauty and grace, rather 
than of fublimity. Amon orators, 
Cicero has more of the beautiful 
than Demofthenes, whofe genius led 


him wholly towards vehemence and 
{trength,” 





OBSERVATIONS on MODERN ELOQUENCE, 
[From the fame Work, ] 


66 S there is nothing more that 

occurs to me, deferving 
@particular attention in the middle 
age, I pafs now to the ttate of elo- 
quence in modern times, Here, it 
muit be confeffed, that, in no Eu- 
ropean nation, public fpeaking has 
been confidered as fo great an ob- 
jeét, or been cultivated with fo much 
care, as in Greece or Rome. Its 
reputation has never been fo high ; 
its effects have never been fo confi- 
derable ; nor has that high and fub- 
lime kind of it, which prevailed in 
thofe ancient ftates, been fo much 
as aimed at: notwithftanding, too, 
that a new profeffion has been efta- 
blied, which yives peculiar advan- 
tages to oratory, and affords it the 
nobleft ficld; I mean, that of the 
church. The genius of the world 
feems, in this refpect, to have un- 
dergone fome alteration, The two 
countrics where we might expect to 
find moft of the fpirit of cloquence, 
are Franceand Great Britain: France, 
on account of the dittinguifhed turn 
of the nation towards all the liberal 


arts, and of the encouragement 
which, for this century patt, thofe 
arts have received from the public; 
Great Britain, on account both of 
the public capacity and genius, and 
of the free government which it en- 
joys. Yet, fo it is, that, in neither 
of thefe countries, has the talent of 
public fpeaking rifen near to the de- 
gree of its ancient fplendor. While, 
in the other productions of genius, 
both in profe and in poetry, they 
have contended for the prize with 
Greece and Rome; nay, in fome 
compofitions, may be thought to 
have furpafied them : the names of 
Demotthenes and Cicero, ftand, at 
this day, unrivalled in fame; and 
it would be held prefumptuous and 
abfurd, to pretend to place any mo- 
dern whatever on the fame, or even 
on a nearly equal, rank, ; 
“ Tt feems particularly furprif- 
ing, that Great Britain thould not 
have made a more ‘confpicuous fi- 
gure in eloquence thanit has hitherto 
attained ; when we confider the en- 


lightencd, and, at the fame time, 
the 
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the free and bold genius of the 
country, which feems not a little to 
favour oratory ; and when we con- 
fider that, of all the polite nations, 
¢ alone poflefies a popular govern~ 
ment, or admits into the legiflature, 
fych numerous atlemblies as can be 
fuppofed to lie under the dominion 
of eloquence. Notwithftanding this 
advantage, ic mutt be confeficd, 
that, in moft parts of eloquence, we 
are undoubtedly inferior, not only 
to the Greeks and Romans by man 
degrees, but alfo to the French. We 
have philofophers, eminent and con- 
fpicuous, perhaps, beyond any na- 
tion, in all the parts of fcience, 
We have both taite and erudition, in 
ahigh degree. We have hiftorians, 
we have poets of the greateft name ; 
but of orators, or public fpeakers, 
how little have we to boaft?, And 
where are the monuments of their 
genius to be found ? In every period 
we have had fome who made a fi- 
gure, by managing the debates in 
parliament ; but that figure was 
commonly owing to their wifdom; 
or their experence in bufinefs, more 
than to their talents for oratory ; and 
unlefs, in fome tew inftances, where- 
in the power of oratory has appear 
ed, indeed, with much loftre, ithe 
art of parliamentary {peaking rather 
obtained to. feveral a temporary: ape 
aufe, than conferred upon any a 
fing renown. At the bar, though, 
quettionleis, we have many able 
pleaders, yet few or none of their 
pleadings have been thoughrworthy 
to be tranfmitteed to pofterity 4 nor 
have commanded attention,» gny. 
louger than the caufe whith wasithd 
lubjectofithem interefted the pubé 
lic; while, in Franee, the pleadings 
of Patru, in the former age, and 
thofe of Cochin and .D’ Agueffeau; 
in later times, are read with plea- 
fure, and are often quoted as ex- 
amples of eloquence by the Ftench 
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critics, In the fame manner, in the 
pulpit, the Britith divines have dif- 
tinguifhed themfelves by the moft 
accurate and rational compofitions 
which, perhaps, any nation can 
boaft of. Many printed fermons we 
have, full of good fenfe, and of 
found divinity and morality ; but 
the eloquence to be found in them, 
the power of perfuafion, of interefi+ 
ing and engaging the heart, which 
is, or ought to be, the great object 
of the pulpit, is far from bearing a 
fuitable proportion to the excellence 
of the matcer, ‘There are few arts, 
in my opinion, farther from per 
fection, than that of preaching -is 
among us ; -the reafons of which, I 
{hall afterwards have occafion to dit- 
cufs: in proof of the fact, it is fuf- 
ficient to obferve, that an Englith 
fermon, inftead of being a perfua- 
five animated oration, feldom rifes 
beyond the ftrain of correé and dry 
reafoning.. Whereas, in the fer- 
mons of) Boffuet, Maifillon, Bour- 
daloue, and Flechier, among the 
French, we feer‘a much: higher 
fpecies of eloquence aimed at, and 
im a great meafure attained, than 
the Britifh preachers have in view. 
‘¢ In general, the characterittical 
difference between the ftate of ,elo- 
quence in France and. Great Britain 
is, that the: French have adopted 
higher ideas : both of pleafing. and 
perfuading by. mcans of’ oratory, 
though, fometimes,:in the exeou- 
tion, they. fail... In Great Britain, 
we have taken wp eloquence on a 
lower key ; .but in-ouk. execution, as 
Was naturally to:be expetied, have 
been ‘more corseét.acIn France, ithe 
ftyle of their.orators is ornamented 
with bolder ‘figures; and their dif- 
courfe carried ‘on with mor¢ ampli- 
fication, snore warmth, and. eleva~- 
ion. Theicom is.often very. 
beautiful ;» Sutdametimes,. alfo,. too 
didufe, dnd. deficient in that ftrength 
G 4 and 














[104] 


andcogency which renders eloquenee 
powerful : a defect owing, perhaps, 
in part, to the genius of the people, 
which leads them to attend fully as 
much to ornament as to fubftance ; 
and, in part, to the nature of their 
government, which, by excluding 
public {peaking from having much 
influence on the conduct ot public 
affairs, deprives eloquence of its 
beft opportunity for acquiring nerves 
and ftrength. Hence the pulpit is 
the principal field which is left for 
their eloquence. ‘The members, 
too, of the French academy give 
harangues at their qdmiflion, in 
which genius often appears ; but la- 
bouring under the misfortune of 
having no fubjeét to difcourfe upon, 
they run commonly into flattery and 
panegyric, the moft barren and in- 
fipid of all topics. 

*¢ I obferved before, that the 
Greeks and Romans afpired to a 
more fublime fpecies of eloquence, 
than is aimed at by the moderns. 
Theirs was of the vchement and 
paflionate kind, by which they en- 
deavoured to inflame the minds of 
their hearers, and hutry their im- 
aginations away: and, fuitable to 
this vehemence of thought, was 
their vehemence of gefture and ac- 
tion: the ‘* fupplofio pedis,” the 
«¢ percuffio fronus & femoris,” were, 
as we learn from Cicero’s writings, 
ufual geftures among them at the 
bar; though now they would be 
seckoned extravagant any where, :ex- 
cept upon the ftage. Modern elo- 
quence is mach more cool and tem- 
perate; and in Great Britain ef- 
pecially, has confined itfelf almoft 
wholly to the argumentative and 
rational, “It is much of ‘that fpecies 
which the ancient critics called the 
*“* Tenuis,” or ** Subtilis ;” which 
aims at convincing and inftructing, 
rather than affeGting the paffions, 
and affumes a tonenot much higher 
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than common argument and dif. 
—e : 
* Several reafons ma : 
why modern sliationes re sire 
fo limited, and humble in its efforts, 
In the firft place, I am of Opiaion, 
that this change mutt, in part, be 
afcribed to that correct turn of thinke 
ing, which has been fo much ftudied 
in modern times. It can hardly be 
doubted, that, in many efforis of 
mere genius, the ancient Greeks 
and Romans excelled us ; but, on 
the other hand, thar, in accuracy and 
clofenefs of reafoning on many fubs 
jects. we have fome advantage over 
them, ought, I think, to be ad 
mitted alfo, In proportion as the 
world has advanced, philotophy has 
made greater progrefs, A certain 
ftrictneis of good fenfe has, in this 
ifland particularly, been cultivated, 
and introduced into every fubjed, 
Hence we are more on our guard 
againit the flowers of elocution ; we 
are on the watch; we are jealous of 
being deceived by oratory. Our 
public fpeakers are obliged to be 
more referved than the antients, in 
their attempts to elevate the imagi+ 
nation, and warm the paffions ; and, 
by the influence of prevailing tafle, 
their own genius is fobered and chaf- 
teried, perhaps, in too great a de- 
gree. It is likely too, I confefs, 
that what we fondly afcribe to out 
correétnefs and good fenfe, is ow- 
ing, in a great meafure, to our 
phlegm and natural coldnefs. For 
the vivacity and fenfibility of the 
Greeks and Romans, more efpect- 
ally of the former, feem to have 
been much greater than ours, and to 


have given them a higher relith of 


all the beauties of oratory, 

' 46 Befides thefe national confider- 
ations, we muft, in the next place, 
attend to peculiar circumftances 
the three great fcenes of public 
fpeaking, which have proved difad- 
| vantageous 
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tareous to the growth of elo- 
nn anni us. ough the par- 
jament of Great Britain be the 
pobleit ficld which Europe, at this 
day, affords to a public tpeaker, yet 
eloquence has never been fo, power- 
ful an inftrument there, as it was In 
the poplar aflemblies of Greece and 
Rome. Under fome former reigns, 
the high hand of arbitrary power 
bore a violent fway; and in later 
times, minifterial influence has ge- 
nerally prevailed. The power of 
{peaking, though always confider- 
able, yet has been often found too 
feeble to counterbalance either of 
thefe; and, of courle, has not been 
ftudied with fo much zeal and fer- 
your, as where its effect on bufinefs 
was irrefiftible and certain. 

“ Atthe bar, our difadvantage, 
in comparifon of the antients, is 
great. Among them, the judges 
were generally numerous ; the laws 
were few and fimple ; the decifion 
of caufes was left, in a great mea- 
fure, toequity and the fenfe of man- 
kind. Here was an ample field for 
what they termed Judicial Eloquence. 
But among the moderns, the cafe is 
quite altereds The fyftem of law 
is become much more complicated. 
The knowlege of it is thereby ren- 
dered fo laborious an attainment, as 
to be the chief object of a lawyer’s 
education, and, in a manner, the 
ftudy of his life. ‘Theart of fpeak- 
ing is but a fecondary accomplith- 
ment, to which he can afford to de- 
vote much lefs of his time and la- 
bour. The bounds of eloquence be- 
fides, are now much circumfecribed 
at the bar; and except, in a few 
cafes, reduced to arguing from {tri 
law, flatute, or precedent; by which 
means knowledge, much more than 
oratory, is become the principal re- 
quifite. 

“ With regard to the pulpit, it 
has certainly been a great difadvan- 
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tage, that the practice of reading 
fermons, initead of repeating them 
from memory, has prevailed fo uni- 
verfally in England. This may, 
indeed, have introduced accuracy ; 
but it has done great prejudice to 
eloquence ; for a difcourfe read, is 
far inferior to an oration fpoken, It 
leads to a different fort of compofi- 
tion, as well as of delivery; and 
can never have an equal effect upon 
any audience. Anothercircumftance, 
too, has been unfortunate. The 
fectaries and fanatics, before the Re- 
ftoration, adopted'a warm, zealous, 
and popular manner of preaching ; 
and thofe who adhered to them, in 
after-times, continued to diftinguith 
themfelves by fomewhat of the fame 
manner. The odium of thefe feéts 
drove the eftablithed church from 
that warmth which they were judg- 
ed to have carried too far, into the 
gppolite extreme of a ftudied cool- 
nefs, and compofure of manner. 
Hence, from the art of perfuafion, 
which prtaching ought always to 
be, it has paffed, in England, into 
mere reafoning and inftruction ; 
which not only has brought down 
the eloquence of the pulpitto a low- 
er tone than it might juftly affume ; 
but has produced this farther effeét, 
that, by accuftoming the public ear 
to fuch cool and difpaffionate dif 
courfes, it has tended to fafhion 
other kinds of public fpeaking upon 
the fame model. 

‘* Thus I have given fome view 
of the ftate of eloquence in modern 
times, and endeavoured to account 
for it. It has, as we have feen, 
fallen below that fplendor which it 
maintained in antient ages; and 
from being fublime and vehement, 
has come down to be temperate and 
cool, Yet, ftill in that region which 
it occupies, it admits great fcope ; 
and, to the defect of zeal and appli- 
Cation, more than to the want of ca- 
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pacity and genius, we may afcribe 
its not having hitherto rifen higher. 
It is a field where there is much 
honour yet to be reaped; it is an 
inftrument which may be employed 
for purpofes of the hicheit impor- 
tance. The antient models n:ay 
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ftill, with much advantage, be fe 
before us for imitation ; though, j 
that imitation, we muft, dou nn 
have fome regard to what modern 
tafte and modern manners will 
bear.” 
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[From Dr. Bearrire’s Differtations, Moral and Critical.] 


es HE love of truth is natural 
to man; and adherence to 
it, his indifpenfable duty. But to 
frame a fabulous narrative, for the 
purpole of intiruction or of harm- 
lefs amufement, 1s no breach of ve- 
racity, unlefs one were to obtrude it 
on the world for truth, ‘The fabu- 
hit and the novel-writer deceive no- 
body ; becaufe, though they itudy 
to make their invenuons probable, 
they do not even pretend that they 
are true: at leaft, what they may 
retend in this way is confidered on- 
hy as words of courfe, to which no- 
body pays any regard. Fabulous 
narrative has accordingly been com- 
mon in all ages of the world, and 
practifed by teachers of the molt re- 
f{pectable character. 

“ It is owing, no doubt, to the 
weaknefs of ‘human nature, that fa- 
ble fhould ever have been found a 
neceflary, or a convenient, vehicle 
for truth. But we mutt take hu- 
man nature as itis: and, if a rude 
multitude cannot readily compre- 
hend a moral or political doétrine, 
which they need to be inftructed in, 
it may be as allowable to illuftrate 
that doctrine by a fable, in order to 
make them attend, and underftand 
it, as it is for a phyfician to ftrength- 
en a weak ftomach with cordials, in 
order to prepare it for the bufinefs of 


3 


digeftion. Such was the defirn of 
Jotham’s parable of the trees chuf- 
ing a king, in the ninth chapter of 
the book of Judges: and fuch that 
famous apologue, of a contention 
between the parts Of the humaa 
body, by which Menenius Agrippa 
fatisfied the people of Rome, that 
the welfare of the flate depended on 
the union and good agreement of 
the feveral members of it. In faé, 
the common people are not well 
qualified for argument. A fhort 
and pithy proverb, which is eafily 
remeinbered ; or little tales, thatap- 
peal as it were to their fenfes, weigh 
more with them than demonftra- 


tion, 


‘© We necd not wonder, then, to 
find, that, in antient times, moral 
precepts were often délivered in the 
way of proverb or aphorifm, and 
entorced and exemplified by fidtinous 


‘narrarive. Of thofe fables that are 


afcribed to Efop, fome are no doubt 
modern, but others bear the ftamp 
of antiquity, And nothing can be 
better contrived, than many of them 
are, for the purpofe of imprefling 
moral truth upon the memory, 2 
well as the underftanding. ‘The dif- 
appointinent, that frequently at- 
tend an exceflive defire of accumu- 
lation, is finely exemplified in the 


fable of the dog and his shadows 
and 











gnd the ruinous and ridiculous na- 
ture of ambition is with equal en- 
ergy illuftrated in that of the frog 
and theox. Thefe little allegories 
‘ we are apt to undervalue, becaufe 
we learned them at fchool ; but the 
are not for that reafon the lefs valu- 
able. We ought to prize them as mo- 
numents of antient wifdom, which 
have long contributed to the amufe- 
ment and inftruétion of mankind, 
and are entitled to applaufe, on ac- 
count of the propriety of the inven 
ton. 

‘© The Greek apologues afcribed 
to Efop, and the Latin ones of 
Phedrus, are mafterpieces in this 
way of writing ; and have hardly 
been equalled by the beft of our 
modern fabulifts. They are (at 
leat many of them are, for fome 
are trifling) remarkable for the fim- 
plicity of the ftyle ; and for the at- 
tention, which their authors have 
generally given, to the nature of 
the animals, and other things, that 
are introduced as agents and fpeak- 
ers. For in moft of the modern 
fables, invented by Gay, La’ Fon- 
tain, L’Eftrange, Poggio, and others, 
the contrivance is lefs natural ; and 
the language, though fimple, is 
quaint, and full of witticifm. That 
a dog fhould fnap at the fhadow of 
a dog, and by fo doing lofe the 
piece of fleth that was in his own 
mouth, is fuitable to the character 
of the animal, and is indeed a very 
probabie ftory : but that an elephant 
fhould converfe with a bookfeller 
about Greek authors, or a hare in- 
treat a calf to carry her off on his 
back, and fave her from the hounds, 
is a fiction wherein no regard is had 
to the nature of things. In this, 
as in the higher, forts of fable, it 
is right to adhere, as much as may 
be, to probability, Brute animals, 


and vegetables too, may be allowed 
to {peak and think; this indulgence 
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is granted, from the neceffity of the 
cafe; for, without it, their adven- 
tures could neither improve nor en- 
tertain us: but, with this excep. 
tion, nature fhould not be violated s 
nor the properties of one animal or 
vegetable afcribed to a different one. 
Frogs have been feen inflated with 
air, at leaft, if not with pride ; dogs 
may {wim rivers ; aman might take 
a frozen viper into his bofom, andbe 
bit to death for his imprudence; a 
fox might play with a tragedian’s 
headpiece ; a jgmb and a wolf might 
drink of the Tame brook, and the 
former lofe his life on the occafion : 
but who ever heard of an elephant 
reading Greek, or a hare riding on 
the back of a calf? 

** The wifdom of antiquity was 
not fatisfied with conveying fhort 
leffons of morality in thefe apolo- 
gues, or little tales. The poets en- 
tered upon a more extenfive field of 
fable ; in order to convey a more 
refined fpecies of inftruction, and to 
pleafe by a more exquifite invention, 
and a higher probability. But I 
confine myfelf at prefent to profe 
fable. 

‘¢ One of the firft fpecimens of 
fabulous hiftory, that appeared in 
thefe weftern parts of the world, is 
the Cyropediaof Xenophon. This 
work, however, we are not to con- 
fider as of the nature of romance; for 
the outlines of the ftory are true. 
But the author takes the liberty to 
feign many incidents ; that he may 
fet in a varicty of lights the cha- 
racter of Cyrus, whom he meant to 
exhibit as the model of a great and 
good prince. The work is nd J 
clegantand entertaining, and abounds 
in moral, political, and military 
knowlege. Itis, neverthelefs, to 
be regretted, that we have no cer- 
tain rule for diftinguifhing what is 
hiftoricalin it, from what is fabulous, 
The hiftory of Cyrus the Great, the 
founder 
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founder of the Perfian empire, who 
has the honour to be mentioned by 
name in the Old Teftament, is fure- 
ly worth knowing. Yet we are 
much in the dark in regard to it. 
The account given of him by Hero- 
dotus differs greatly from Xeno- 
phon’s; and in many inftances we 
know not which to prefer. It is ob- 
fervable, however, that Xenophon’s 
defcription of the manner in which 
Cyrus toook Babylon, by turning 
afide the courfe of the Euphrates, 
and entering, through the empty 
channel, undet the walls of the city, 
acrees very well with feveral intima- 
tions of that event, which we find 
in the prophecies of Lfaiah, Jere- 
miah, and Daniel. 

*¢ Allegorical tables were not un- 
known in the days of Xenophon. 
The table, or picture, of Cebes the 
Theban was written about this time; 
as well as the ory of Hercules con- 
verfing with Virtue and Vice, and 
preferring the honours promifed by 
the former to the pleafures offered 
by the latter. Cebes’s picture of 
human life excels in accuracy of de- 
fcription, juftnefs of allegory and a 
{weet fimplicity of ttyle. The fable 
of Hercules, as originally written 
by Prodicus, is loft, and teems not 
to have been extant in the time of 
Cicero; but Xenophon gives a full 
and elegant abftract of it, in the be- 
ginning of his fecond book of Me- 
morabilia. 

‘© Excepting fome allegorical 
fables fcattered up and down in Pla- 
to, Ido not recollect, among the claf- 
fk productions of Greece and 
Rome, any other remarkable fpeci- 
men of profe fable: for the heathen 
mythology, though full of allego- 
rics, I aim not to touch upon in this 
place, on account of its connection 
with poctry ; and becaufe my chief 
purpofe is, to inquire into the origin 
and nature of the modern romance. 


PROSE FABLE. 


” But, firft, it may be proper to 
obferve, that the oriental nations 
have long been famous for tabulous 
narrative. The indolence peculiar 
to the genial climate of Afia, ang 
the luxurious life which the 
and other great men, of thofe coun. 
tries, lead in their feraglios, have 
made them feek for this fort of 
amufement, and fet a high value up 
onit. When aneatlern prince hap. 
pens to be idle, as he commonly 1s, 
and at a lofs for expedients to kil] 
the time, he commands his grand vi. 
fir, or his favourite, to tell him 
ftories. Being ignorant, and con. 
fequently credulous ; having no paf- 
fion for moral improvement, and 
little knowledge of nature ; he does 
not defire, that they fhould be pro. 
bable, or of an inttructive tendency: 
it is enough if they be aftonifhing, 
and hence it is, no doubt, that thofe 
oriental tales are fo extravagant, 
Every thing is carried on by in- 
chantment and prodigy ; by fairies, 
genil, and demons, and wooden 
horfes, which, on turning a peg, fly 
through the air with inconceivable 
{wiftnefs. 

« Another thing remarkable in 
thefe eaftern tales, 1s, that their au- 
thors expatiate, with peculiar de- 
light, in the defcription of magni- 
ficence ; rich robes, gaudy furni- 
ture, f{umptuous entertainments, and 
palaces fhining in gold, or fparke 
ling with diamonds. This too is 
conformable to the character and 
circumftances of the people. Their 
great men, whofe tafte has never 
been improved by ftudying the fim- 
plicity of nature and art, pique 
themfelves chiefly on the fplendour 
of their equipage, and the vatt quan- 
tities of gold, jewels, and curious 
things, which they can heap toge 
ther in their repofitories. 

‘© The greatett, indeed the only, 


collection, that I am acquaines 
with, 


kings 





with, of oriental fables, is the Thou- 
{and and one Tales, commonly call- 
ed The Arabian Nights Ente:tain- 
ment. ‘Lhis book, as we have it, 1s 
the work of Moni. Galland ot the 
French Academy, who is faid to have 
tranilated it from the Arabick origi- 
nal. But whether the tales be really 
Arabick, or invented by Monf. Gal- 
jand, I have never been able to learn 
with certainty. If they be oriental, 
they are trantlated with unwarrant- 
able latitude ; for the whole tenor 
ot the ityle is in the French mode: 
and the caliph of Bagdat, and the 
emperor ot China, are addretled in 
the fame terms of ceremony, which 
are ufual at the court of France. 
But this, though in my opinion it 
tukes away from the value of the 
book, becaufe 1 with to fee Eaftern 
manners in‘an Eaflern tale, is no 
proof, that the whole work 1s by 
M. Galland: for the French are to 
devoted to their own ceremonies, 
that they cannot endure any other ; 
and feldom fail to feafon their tranf- 
lations, even of the graveft and mott 
antient authors, with the fafhionable 
forms of Pariiian civility. 

** As the Arabian Nights Enter- 
tainment is a book which mott young 
people in this country are acquaint- 
ed with, 1 need not draw any cha- 
racter of it, or remark that it ex- 
actly anfwers the account already 
given of oriental fable. There is 
in it great luxury of defcription, with- 
out any elevance ; and gieat variety 
of invention, but nothing that cle. 
vatcs the mind, or touches the heart. 
All is wonderful and incredible ; 
and the aftonifhment of the reader is 
more aimed at, than his improve- 
ment either in morality, or in the 
knowledye of nature. ‘Two things, 
however, there are, which deferve 
commendation, and may entitle it 
tf one perufal. It conveysa pretty 
juit idea of the goverament, and 
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of fome of the cuftoms, of thofe 
eaftern nations ; and there is fome- 
where in it a flory of a barber and 
his tix brothers, that contains many 
good ftrokes of fatire and comic de- 
icription. ] may add, that the cha- 
racter of the Caliph Haroun Alraf- 
chid is well drawn; and that the ttory 
ot forty thicves deftroyed by a flave 
is interetting, and artfully conduct. 
ed. ‘The voyages of Sindbad claim 
attention: they were certainly at- 
tended to, by the author of Gulli- 
ver’s Travels. 

** ‘Tales in imitation of the ori- 
ental have oft been attempted by 
Englifh, and other European, au- 
thors: who, together with the figu- 
rative fyle, pe wild invention of 
the Ali.tichs, (which, being ex- 
travagant, are caiily imitated) en- 
deavour alfo to paint the cuftoms 
and manners of that people. They 
give us good ftore of gold and jeweis; 
and eunuchs, flaves, and necro- 
mancers in abundance: their per- 
fonages are all Mahometan, or Pa- 
gan, and fubject to the defpotic go- 
vernment of caliphs, vifirs, bafhaws, 
and emperors ; they diink fherbet, 
reft on fophas, and ride on cromc- 
daries. We have Chinefe tales, 
Tartanan tales, Perfian tales, and 
Mogul tales; not to mention the 
tales of the Fairies andGenii; fome 
ot which Iread in my younger days: 
but, as they have left no trace in 
the memory, I cannot now give any 
account of them. 

“ In the Spectator, Rambler, and 
Adventurer, there are many fables 
in the eaflern manner ; moft of them 
very pleafing, and of a moral ten- 
dency. Raticlas, by Johnfon, and 
Almoran and Hamet, by Hawkef- 
worth, are celebrated performances 
inthis way. The former is admir- 
able in defeription, and in that ex- 
quifite itrain of fublime morality by 
which the writings of this great and 
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good man are fo eminently diftin- 
guiflied :—of the latter, the ftyleis 
rhetorical and folemn, and the fen- 
timents are in yencral good, but the 
plan is obfcure, and fo contrived as 
to infufe perplexing notions of the 
divine providence; a fubject, which 
the clegant writer feems to have 
confidered very fuperficially, and 





EFFECT PRODUCED BY DON QUIXxoTE, 


very confufedly. Addifo 
this fort of table. 
Mirzah, in the fecond 


On excels jy 
His Villon of 
Mira volume of the 
Spectator, is the tincit picce of the 
kind I have ever feen - 


} uniting the 
utmoft propriety Of Invention with 
a fimplicity and melody of lanoya: 
h; | ; , ° - Hue ao 
that melts the heart, while it charms 
and foothes the imagination,” 
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The EFFECT PRODUCED by DON QUIXOTE, 


[From the fame Work.] 


ee UT the final extirpation of 

chivalry and all its chimeras 
was now approaching, What laws 
and force could not accomplifh, was 
brought about by the humour and 
fatire of one writer. ‘This was the 
illuftrious Miguel de Cervantes Sa- 
avedra. He was born at Madrid in 
the year one thoufand five hundred 
and forty-nine. He feems to have 
had every advantage of education, 
and to have been a matter in polite 
learning. But in other re{pects for- 
tune was not very indulgent. He 
ferved many years in the armies of 
Spain, in no higher flation, than 
than ofa private foldier. In that ca- 
pacity he tought at the battle of Le- 
panto, under Don John of Auttria, 
and had the misfortune, or, as he 
rather thought, the honour, to lofe 
his left hand. Being now difquali- 
fied for military fervice, he com- 
menced author; and wrote many 
dramatic pieces, which were acted 
with applaufe on the Spanifh theatre, 
and acquired him both money and 
reputation, But want of economy 
and unbounded generofity diffipated 
the former: and he was actually 
confined in prifon for debt, when 
he compoted the firit part of The 
Hiftory of Don Quixote ; a work 


which every body admires for its 


‘ obferver cannot fail to be firuck ith 


humour ; but which ought alfo to be 
confilered as a mott ufeful perform- 
ance, that brought about a great 
revolution in the manners and lite- 
rature of Europe, by banifhing the 
wild dreams of chivalry, and re- 
viving a tafte for the fimplicity of 
nature. In this view, the publica. 
tion of Don Quixote forms an im- 
portant era in the hiftory of man- 
kind. 

** Don Quixote is reprefented as 
a man, whom it is impoflible not 
to eficem for his cultivated under- 
ftanding, and the goodnefs of his 
heart: but who, by poring night 
and day upon the old romances, 
had impaired his reafon to fucha 
degree, as to miftake them for hil- 
tory, and form the defign of going 
through the world, in the charac- 
ter, and with the accoutrements, of 
a knight-errant. His diftempered 
fancy takes the moft common occur- 
rences for adventures fimilar to thofe 
he had read in his books of chivalry. 
And thus, the extravagance of thote 
books being placed, as it were, in 
the fame groupe with the appear- 
ances of nature and the real bufinets 
of life, the hideous dilproportion of 
the former becomes fo glaring by the 
contraft, that the mott inattcatve 
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On the SPEECHES of the ANCIENT HISTORIANS, ror} 


i, The perfon, the pretenfions, 
and the exploits, of the errant 
knight, are held up to view in a 
thoufand ridiculous atutudes. In 
a word, the humour and farife are 
‘rrefiltible; and their effects were 
jnitantancous. 

“ This work no fooner appeared, 
than chivalry vanifhed, as fnow melts 
betore the tun. Mankind awoke as 
trom a dream. ‘I hey laughed at 
themfelves for having becn fo long 
impoted on by abfurdity ; and won- 
dered they had not made the dil- 
covery fooner. It attonifhed them 
to find, that nature and eood fentfe 
could yield a more exquilite entcr- 
tainment, than they had ever de- 
rived trom the moit tublime phren- 
aies of chivalry. For, that this was 
indeed the cafe: that Don Quixote 
was more read, and more relifhed, 
than any other romance had ever 
been, we may inter, from the fud- 
den and pow ertal ctlec ts it produced 
on the fentiments of mankind; as 
well as from the declaration of the 
author himfelf; who tells us, that 
upwards of twelve thouland copies of 
the firft part were fold, betore the te- 
cond could be Wot ready for the wrets: 
an aiazing rapidity of fale, at atime 
when the readets and purchafers of 


books were but an inconfiderable 
number compared to what they are 
in our days. ** The very children, 
(fayshe) handle it, boys read it, men 
underitand, and old people applaud 
the performance. It is no fooner 
luid down by one, than another takes 
it up; fome firugeling, and fome 
entreating, for a fight of it In 
fine, (continues he) this hitlory is 
the moit delightful, and the leat 
prejudicial, entertaigment, that ever 
was feen; for, in the whole book, 
there is not the leaft thadow of a 
dithonourable word, nor one thought 
unworthy of a good catholic.” 

* Don Quixote occalioned the 
death of the old Romance, and gave 
birth to the new. Fiction hencetorth 
divetted herfelt of her vigantick tize, 
tremendous afpect, and trantick de- 
meanour; and, defeending to the 
level of common life, conveifed with 
man as his equal, and as a polite 
and chearful companion, Not that 
every fubicquent romance writer 
adopted the plan, or the manner of 
Cervantes: butit was from him they 
learned to avoid extravagance, and 
to imitate nature. And now probabi- 
lity was as much ftudied, as it had 
been formerly negleéted. 


OBSERVATIONS ontheSPEECHIES ofthe ANCIENT 
HISTORIANS. 


[From the Abbé De Manry’s Two Dialogues concerning the Manner 
ot Writ ng Hittory. | 


" EADERS who feek only 


amufement wall not reproach 
the hittorian that pleafes them ; and 
thofe who, endued with a more ex- 
alted underitanding, purtue their 
ttudies that they Inay reap addition + 
al initruction, are fenfible that thefe 
ipeeches Were not, at any time, pro- 





nounced ; but they with to gather 
from them the motives, the thoughts 
and interefls of the perfons who are 
brought upon the fcene of action; 
they expect that the hiltorian, whoie 
duty it was to have inveftigated all 
thefe parncylars, fhould enlighten 
and guide their judgment ; and, 
theretore, 


therefore, do they thank him for 
giving his work that turn which 
ftrikes forcibly upon their imarins \- 
lion, Lunparrs ‘double life to the 
prefion, and renders truth tall more 


lille 


ayreeable to their reafon.  “Thofe 
harangues animate the narrative ; 
we, during fome moments, forget 


the hiltorian ; we maintain an inter- 
courfe with the ereateft perionages 
of antiquity ; we dive into their fe- 
crets ; and their leflons are the more 
deeply engraved upon our hearts, 
On thefe occafions, I think myfelf 
prefent at their deliberations, and 
in the midit of all their bufinefs. 
The whole ceafes to prove a relation, 
aml becomes an action of which I 
ain the cye-witnefs, 

6 Never, ‘Theodofius! can we 
expect to find an hittory at once 
ugree: able and inttructive without 
{peeches. Strive, for example, to 
fupprefs them in Thueydides, and 
you will fink the work intoa litel. fs 
narrative. Infuch acafe, this book, 
which, under its prefent form, 
princes and mjnifters ought to read, 
every year, or rather get by heart, 
would drop unnoticed from your 
hands, becaufe you could not dif- 
cover from it efther the genius or 
the paffions or the enterprifes of the 
Greeks, when devencrated trom their 
ancient virtue. ‘fake trom Livy 
his harangues ;) and, at once, 

take from him one of thofe ¢ hief or- 

naments by the aid ot which he 
roufes up my imagination and ani- 
mates my heart. It is from Livy 
that I es gathered what little 
knowledge I potlets of politics. Ad- 
miring his work, I become immedi- 
ately inflructed; and, perhaps, it 
would have difgulted me, if, fpeak- 
ing in his own name, he had given 
way to long, and, confequently, to 


you 


cold and uninte refting reflections. 
© But thefe fpeeches are fubjeét 
to the dominion of rigid laws; and 
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the hiftorian who d ITeS to vio loo 
them ts punifhed by being r converted 
mito a miler: ible declain er. I mut 
hy ut down as a prelis minary cond}. 
tion that they never appear excene 
ina cafe ot abfol ute we -ceflity ; thar 
they fhall not be « employed but op 
MN ports int uccafions, w here the poit ' 
in que Hon ds cither the prefervas 
tion, the fafety, or the glory of the 
tate; or the atchie vement of fome 
bold and mighty ¢ ‘nterprize. Nor is 
even all this futhe 1c nt. It 3 16 requi. 
fite that the matter under dife uffion 
fhould admit of be me y exam ined, hy 
oblervers of great tale nts and cquick 
penett ation, in different points of 
view. Above all things, let the 
hiflorian avoid the comimon- -place 
par: ade of colle fre. -cloquence. Nor 
a fingle fyllable mult be introduced 
tor the fuke ot fhew and ollentation, 
Confult only reafon; give proofs; 
lead me thus along ; and render it 
impotfible that I fhould refift your 
force of argument. And, here, 
"Theodotius! let me ob ferve to you 
that you mutt pe reeive the neceflity 
of not negleéting any one of thofe 
ftudies which 1 have mentioned as 
the indifpentuble preparatives forthe 
tafk of writing biftory. At one mo- 
ment, the hitlorian, under a bor- 
rowed mafk, will afcend up to the 
firft principles of natural law, and 
explain the conditions upon which 
nature permits focictics to continue 
in a ftate of h: ippinet {s. At another 
moment, this hillorian, exclufively 
directing his puwers to the province 
of inftrudting me concerning that polis 
ty of the paffions which govern an id 
agitate the world, would enable me 
to difcover, amidft their caprices 
and their errors, that conftant track 
in which they move, and to unravel 
before hand, from the {peeches ot the 
perfon whe engages my attention, 
the caufes of either the good or ill 


fortune which is the confequence ¢ 
is 








his proceedings. Making thefe re- 
marks I only deferibe what I have 
experienced from the perufal of the 
Roman Hiftory by Livy. Ofton 
have I read it; and always with freih 
pleafure. Again and again fhall I 
read it ; and perpetually fhall | lind 
beauties ia it which had betore ef- 
caped me. The facts with which 
J am the moft acquainted will tuil 
pleafe me, becaule I do not know 
them as Livy has related them. = I 
have not forgotten that after the cap- 
ture and conflagration of Rome, 
the Romans wanted to forfake their 
country, and to tran{port themfelves 
to Veil; anf that Camillus oppofed 
an inclination fo pernicious, — Fall- 
ing from the pen of any common 
hiltorian, this fact is nothing ; but 
when Camillus becomes the f{peaker, 
I feel myfelt int refed . I actually 
enjoy the review of all thote hopes 
which aygrandize the virtucs of the 
Romans, and are to conduct them 
to the fovercignty of the world, 
Rome iflues from her ruins to ac- 
quire dominion. I love to tollow 
this republic in its provrefs. Docs 
the allair of Cannze fill the mind 
with the civcumftances of the battle 
of Allia? Scipio, deftined to con- 
quersHannibal, is a fecond Camil- 
lise ‘Phe ipeech in which he re- 
vives the drooping {pirits of the Ko- 
mans, almolt determined to delert 
their country, affuayes the inquie- 
tude of the reader. J do not tink 
under the terror which I teel. Like 
Scipio, Tcherifh hope, and build 
iy expectation upon that bold, ani- 
mated, confiant, and fublime fyitem 
of politics which is to lead ultimate- 
ly to the tiumph of the republic. 

_ Thus tar as to what concerns 
inftruction : but with rejpect to that 
fron which we muft receive agree. 
ableamufement, you fecl at once how 
principally harancues contribute to 
this dchghtful acquilition. ‘They 
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awaken the attention of the reader ; 
they break the monotony of the nar- 
ranion ; and they authorife or rather 
compel the hifforiun to recur alrer. 
natcly to all the tones of an elo. 
fjuence, at one moment ycutle and 
attempered, and, at another mo- 
ment glowing, rapid, and fublime, 
The bittorian, without appearing 
exprefsly to throw light upon this 
part of the fubject in particular, 
will lay open to me the opinions, 
the manners and the characters of 
every eye; he, with fuccefs, will 
put into the mouths of the perfous 
whom he brings torward as the 
fpeakers, remarks which would offend 
when coming trom himfelt.  ‘Tatte, 
in this initance, is the flave of con. 
fiftcncy ; and iradmires in Camillus 
that reliance upon auguries which it 
could not tolerate from Livy, whofe 
hiflory, written under the reiga of 
Auguitus, thould not bear upon it 
the flighteft imprefiion of ancient 
fuperttitions. “‘Thefe fpeeches ferve, 
alio, to fix inthe mind of the rea- 
der the principal objet which ouche 
(o engage his attention, and which 
will give an interetting turn to even 
the moit trivial details. Lf an bhif- 
tuiian, in order to atlitt my memory, 
and bring his own remurks into a 
clearer pout ut view, fhould call 
back circumftances and fituations to 
which he has before referred me, 
he mutt difpleafe me, becaute he has 
loft the power of pleafine me unex. 
pectedly. Lam, at lealt, fo unjult 
ag to believe that { could not pol- 
libly have forgotten what he repcats 
tome; and J, of courfe, complain 
of this unneceffary prating. But, 
it is tarotherwite when either a cap- 
tain or amayiltrate addreffes hiimnfell 
to thofe whom he t¢ defirous to con- 
vince and to perfuade. I then ‘nix 
(it the exprefft m be allowable) 
amonott his auditors; and [ approve 
in this captain or this magiftrate that 
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which I fhouldblame inthe hiflorian. 
You cannot help recollecting with 
what addrefs and art fome hittorians 
have availed themfelves of haran- 
gues, in order to defcribe, with 
equal force and grace, the fituation 
of the affairs of a republic. Sallutt, 
for inftance, has am efpecial care 
not to mention, as from hiinielf, 
{uch particulars as he puts into the 
mouth of Adherbal. And why? 
Becaufe he felt that it would have 
been improper to have made ute of 
the fame turns and the fame ex- 
reffions to paint the fpirit of the 
Rameone ftill governed by their an- 
cient ideas, and yet already fold to 
avarice. In fhort (for it is time to 
clofe our converfation) harangues 
are neceffary when the hiftorian re- 
lates an action which ought to afto- 
nifh, and, perhaps, exalt beyond 
their ufual level thofe rfinds that 
are but of a common caft. Asan 
inftance, let me refer you to Manli- 
us, who juttifies the fentence of death 
which he pronounced againtt his fon 
for having vanquithed in difobedi- 
ence to his orders. Even the mott 
abject mind mutt refle¢t with adimira- 
tion upon the conduct of a tather 
who, endued with fuch an excefs of 
atriotifm and magnanimity, can 
acrifice to his country the life of an 
affectionately belovedfon. Whilft 1 
liften to Manlius, I pity him ; whilft 
I revere his refolution, the title and 
the name of father totally fubdue 
me. I fhould not have dared to 
imitate Manlius ; and yet, I fhould 
blufh if I could ceafe to praife him. 
But, if I can form a judgment 
from appearances and from feelings, 
I fhould have recoiled with diffatis- 
faction at any apology which Livy 
might endeavour to make in his own 
name for this remarkable procedure. 
I fhould have confidered him as an 
empty declaimer, vainly ftriving to 


adora himfelf with a grandeur of the 


mind to which he was incan: 
reaching. . acapetle of 
“ When you write an hiters 
Theodofius an me advife ae . 
adapt the harangues of all the per. 
fonages not only to their charaéters, 
but to the character of the ave in 
which they lived. This rule, pre. 
fcribed to the poets by the matters of 
the art, fhould extend equally to hif. 
torians, Who could bear, in Thy. 
cydides, that Alcibiades and Nicias 
fhould both talk in the fame ftyle > 
In Salluft, we perceive that Marius 
Cefar, and Cato exprefs themfelves 
in a manner entirely different from 
each other. As to Livy, he feems 
actually to have made himfelf maf. 
ter ot the feveral and diftin@ kinds 
of eloquence peculiar to each of 
thofe great men, with whofe {peeches 
he has enriched his work; and, 
therefore, muft we place him (with 
Cicero) at the head of that fmall 
number of writers of genius, whofe 
{tyle perpetually maintains a juft af- 
finity to the matter on which itis 
employed.” In Livy, the fubjett of 
either Philip or Antiochus would not 
exprefs himfelt like the citizen of a 
republic of Greece. » The ancients 
carried this delicacy to the moft feru- 
pulous extremes. If Thucydides 
puts into the mouth of Brafidasa 
more long and ornamented difcourfe 
than could have been expected from 
a Lacedemonian, he takes care to 
inform the reader that Brafidas fur- 
pafled in cloquence his fellow- 
citizens. The indire& harangues 
(which are, indeed, almoft the fole 
harangues recurred to by the hif- 
torians of this modern age) are, in 
their nature, cold and languishing. 
The ancients employ them very fel- 
dom; and, then, only either whea 
the queftion turns upon affairs 
lefs importance ; or when it becomes 
requifite that the narrative fhould 


runon with more rapidity. ILO. 
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ACCOUNT ofthe ORGAN of HEARING in FISH, 
By Joun Hunter, Efq. F.R.S. 


(From the Seventy-fecond Volume of the Philofophical TranfaGions. ] 


“ ATURAL hiftory has ever 
been confidered as worthy 
the attention of the curious philofoe 
her, and therefore has in all ages 
ept pace with the other branches 
of knowledge ; and as both arts and 
fciences have, of late years, been 
cultivated to a degree, perhaps, be- 
ond what was ever known before, 
we find alfo, that natural hiftory has 
not been neglected: all Europe ap- 
rs to be awake to it. In this 
ifland it has been purfued with more 
philofophic ardour, than what was 
ever known in any country. It has 
become the ftudy of men of inde- 
pendent fortunes, who not only 
ipend their fortunes in the cultiva- 
tion of this fcience, but have rif- 
qued their health and lives in pur- 
fuit of it, fearching unknown regions 
to improve mankind, fettling cor- 
refpondences every where, fo as to 
bring in its materials into this coun- 
try, in order to make it the fchool 
of natural hiftory. It is no wonder, 
then, that a fpirit of inquiry 1s dif- 
fufed through almoft all ranks of 
men ; and that though many cannot 
purfue it themfelves, yet they are 
ager to know what is already 
known, chufing at leait to benefit by 
the induftry of others. 
** Thefe reflections have induced 
me to trouble this learned fociety 


with a fhort account of the Organ of 


Hearing in Fifh, it being ftill a fub- 
ject of great difpute, whether fith 
hear or not. 

‘*¢ Some time between the years 
1750 and 1760, I obferved the or- 
gan of hearing in fihh; and from 
that time to this, I only confidered 
it as a link in the chain of the va- 
rieties in this fenfe in different ani- 
mals, in which there is a regular 
progreffion, viz. from the moft per- 
fect animals down to the mott imper- 
fect poffefled of this organ. 

‘* As I do not intend to give, in 
this paper, a full account of this 
organ in any onc fifh, or of the va- 
rieties in different fifh, but only of 
the organ in general; thofe who 
may chufe to purfue this part only 
of the animal ceconomy may think 
it deficient in the defcriptive parts. 
If it was a difficult tafk to expofe 
this organ in fifth, I fhould perhaps 
be led to be more full in my defcrip- 
tion of it, but there is nothing more 
eafy than the expofure of this organ 
in this animal in general. 

‘¢ Asthis paper'is to be confined 
to this order of animals, I may 
be allowed juit to obferve here, 
that the clafs called fepia has this 
organ alfo, but fomewhat differently 
conitructed from what it is in the- 
fith. 

‘© The organs of hearing in this 
latter order of animals are placed on 
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the fides of the fkull, or the cavity 
which contains the brain; but the 
fkull itfelf makes no part of the 
organ, as it does in the quadruped 
and the bird. In fome fifh this or- 
gan is wholly furrounded by the 
parts compoling this cavity, which 
in many is cartilaginous, the fkele- 
ton of thefe fith being like thofe of 
the ray kind ; in others alfo, as in 
cod, falmon, &c. whofe fkeleton is 
bone, yet this part is cartilaginous. 

‘* In fome fith this organ is in 
part within the cavity of the fkull, 
or that cavity which alfo contains 
the brain, as in the falmon, cod, 
&c. the cavity of the fkull project- 
ing laterally, and forming a cavity 
there. 

“© The organ of hearing in fith 
appears to grow in fize with the 
auimal, for its fize is nearly in the 
fame proportion with the fize of the 
animal, which is not the cafe with 
the quadruped, &c, the organs be- 
ing in them nearly as large in the 
growing foetus as in the adult. 

“* It is much more fimple in fith 
than in all thofe orders of animals 
who may be reckoned fuperior, fuch 
as quadrupeds, birds, and amphi- 
bious animals, but there is a regu- 
jar gradation trom the firft to tith. 

** It varies in different orders of 
fifi; but in all it confiits of three 
curved tubes, all of which unite 
with one another: this union forms 
in fome only acanal, as in the cod, 
fulmon, ling, &c.; and in others, 
a pretty large cavity, as in the ray 
kind. Inthe jack there is an ob- 
long bag, or blind procefs, which is 
an additionto thofe canals, and whieh 
communicates with them at their 
union. In thecod, &c. this union 
of the three tubes ftands upon an 
oval cavity, and in the jack there 
are two of thole cavities; theie ad- 
ditional cavities in thefe fil appear 
ty aniwer the iame purpoié with the 
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cavity in the ray or cari! 
fith, which is the union of ¢ 
canals, 

* The whole is compofed of a 
kind of cartilaginous fubftance, very 
hard or firm in fome parts, and 
which in fome fith is cruited over 
with a thin bony lamella, fo as not 
to allow thei to collapfe ; for asthe 
fkull does not form any partof thofe 
canals or cavities they mutt be com. 
pofed of fuch fubftance as js capable 
of keeping its form. 

*¢ Each tube defcribes more than 
a femi-circle. This refembles in 
fome refpe& what we find in mot 
other aniinals, but differs in the parts 
being diftin& from the fkull, 

** Two of the femi-circular ca 
nals are fimilar to one another, may 
be called a pair, and are plated per 
pendicularly ; the third is not fo 
long; in fome it is placed horizon. 
tally, uniting as it were the other 
two at their ends or terminations. Jn 
the fkait it is fomething dittrent, be- 
ing only united to one of the per- 
pendiculars. 

*¢ The two perpendiculars unite 
at one part in one canal, by one 
arm of each uniting, while theother 
tivo arms or horns have no connecs 
tion with each other, and the arms 
ot the horizontal unite with the 
other two arms of the perpendicular 
near the entrance into the common 
canal or cavity, 

*¢ Near the unton of thefe canals 
into the common, they are fuelled 
out into round bags, becoming 
there much larger. 

‘¢ In the ray kind they all termi- 
nate inone cavity, as has been ob- 
ferved ; and in the cod they termi 
nate in one canal, which in thefe 
fifh is placed upon the addinional ca- 
vity or cavities. In this cavity of 
cavities there is a bone or bones. Ja 
fome there are two bones; 3s the 
jack has two cavities, we find in ye 
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of thofe cavities two bones, and in 
the other only one ; In the ray there 
is only a chalky fubttance. 

sé Ar this union of the two per- 
pendiculars in fome fifh enters the 
external communication, OF W hat 
gay be called the external meatus. 
This is the cafe wich all the ray 
kind, the external orifice of which 
is {mall, and placed on the upper 
dat furtace of the head ; but it is 
not every genus or fpecies of fifh that 
has the external opening. 

6 The nerves ot the ear pafs out- 
wards trom the brain, and appear 
to terminate at once on the external 
furface of the fwelling of the femi- 
circular tubesabove deicribed. They 
do not appear to pafs through thofe 
tubes fo as to get on the infide, as 
isfuppofed to be the cafe in quadru- 
peds ; I fhould therefore very much 
fufpect, that the lining of thofe 
tubes in the quadruped is not nerve, 
but a kind of internal periofteum. 

* As it is evident thar fihh poflefs 
the organ of hearing, it becomes 
unnecedlary to make or relate any 
experiment made with live fifh which 
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only tends to prove this fact: but 
1 will mention one experiment, to 
flew that founds atlect them much, 
and is one of their guards, as it is 
in other animals. In the year 1762, 
when i was in Portugal, I obferved 
in a nobleman’s garden, near Lif 
bon, a fmall fifh-pond, full of dif. 
ferent kinds of fifh, Its bottom was 
level with the ground, and was 
made by torming a bank all round. 
There was a fhrubbery clofe to it, 
Whilit I was lying on the bank, ob- 
ferving the fith {wimming about, I 
defired a gentleman, who was with 
me, to take a loaded gun, and go 
behind the thrubs and fire it. The 
reaton for going behind the fhrubs 
was, that there might not be the 
leatt reflection of light. The in- 
ftant the report was made, the fith 
appeared to be all of one mind, for 
they vanifhed inftantaneoufly into 
the mud at the bottom, railing as it 
were a cloud of mud. In about 
five minutes after they began to ap- 
pear, till the whole came forth 
agajn.”’ 





_—— 


REASONS for giving the Name of “*GEORGIUM SIDUS” to the 
newly difcovered PLANET. Ina Letter from Witttam HERSCHEL, 
Efq. F. R.S. to Sir Josern Banxs, Bart. P.R.>. 


[From the Seventy-third Volume of the Philofophical Tranfactione. ] 


STR, 

Y the obfervations of the moft 
4D eminent aftronomers in Europe 
it appears, that the new ftar, which 
I bad the honour of pointing out to 
them in March, 1781, is a primary 
planet of our folar fyftem. A body 
‘0 nearly related to us by its fimilar 
condition and fituation, in the un- 
bounded expanfe of the ftarry hea- 
Vens, mufi often be the fubject of 


the converfation, not only of aftro. 
nomers, but of every lover of fcience 
in general, This confsderation then 
makes it neceflary to give ita name, 
whereby it may be diftinguifhed 
from the reit of the planets and fixed 
{tars. 

*¢ In ithe fabulous ages of an- 
cient times the appellations of Mer. 
cury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and 
Saturn, were given to the plancts, 
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as being the names of their principal 
heroes and divinities. In the pre- 
fent more philofophical zra, it would 
hardly be allowable to have recourfe 
to the fame method, and call on Ju- 
no, Pallas, Apollo, or Minerva, for 
a name to our new heavenly body. 
The firft confideration in any parti- 
cular event, or remarkable incident, 
feems to be its chronology: if in 
any future age it fhould be afked, 
when this laft-found planet was dif- 
covered ? It would be a very fatis- 
factory anfwer to fay, ‘** In the 
reign of king George the Third.” 
Asa philofopher then, the name of 
Georgium Sidus prefents itfelf to 
me, as an appellation which will 
conveniently convey the information 
of the time and country where and 
when it was brought to view. But 
as a fubject of the beft of kings, 
who is the liberal protector of every 
art and fcience; as a native of the 
country from whence this illuttrious 
family was called to the Britifh 
throne; as a member of that fo- 
ciety, which flourifhes by the dif- 
tinguifhed liberality of its royal 
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patron; and, laft of all, as a per. 
fon now more immediately under 
the protection of this excellent mo. 
narch, and owing every thing to his 
unlimited bounty ; I cannot but with 
to take this opportunity of expreffing 
my fenfe of gratitude, by giving the 
name Georgium Sidus, 


; Georgium Sidug 
—jam nunc affuefce vocari. 


Virg. Georg. 


to a flar, which (with refpeé to us) 
firft began to thine under his au(pi- 
cious reign. 

“* By addreffing this letter to you, 
fir, as prefident of the Royal So. 
ciety, I take the moft effectual method 
of communicating that name to the 
literati of Europe, which I hope 
they will receive with pleafure. I 
have the honour to be, with the 
greateft eefpect, 

Sir, 
Your moft humble 
and moft obedient fervant, 


W. HERSCHEL, 





ACCOUNT of feveral LUNAR IRIS. By Marmapvuke TUNsTaAtt, 


In two Letters to Sir Joseru Bawxs, Bart. 


[From the fame Work.] 


Efq. F. R. S. 
P.R.S. 
Dear Sir, 


S I am ever happy to feize on 

any opportunity to exprefs 

my regard to yourfelf, and my at- 
tention to the Royal Society, I can- 
not omit this occafion of acquaint- 
ing you of rather an unufual pheno- 
menon feen here on Friday night 
laft, the 27th of February, setiin 
feven and eight, efpecially as it 
might probably be vifible only at a 





{mall diftance. It was an Iris Lu’ 
naris, or Lunar Rainbow, in toler 
ably diftiné colours, fimilar to a fo- 
lar one, but more faint; the orange 


colour feemed to predominate. I . 


was unfortunately not a fpectator 
myfelf ; but can fufficiently rely 
on the authority, as a clergyman in 
my houfe, and fome fervants, 08 
whom I can depend, obferved 1t for 
near aquarter of an hour. = It hap- 


pened 
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ed at full moon, at which time 
slone they are faid to have been al- 
xavs (eco. Though Ariftotle is 
{aid to have obferved two, and fome 
others have been feen by Su- 
ejlius, &c. I can only find two de- 
fcribed with any accuracy ; viz. one 
by Plot, in his Hiftory of Oxford- 
fhire, feen by him in 1675, though 
without colours; the other feen by 
3 Derbyfhire gentleman atGlapwell, 
near Chetterfield, deferibed by 
Thorefby, and inferted in N° 331. 
of the Philofophical ‘Tranfactions ; 
this was about Chriftmas, 1710, 
and faid to have had all the colours 
of the IrisSolaris. ‘The night was 
windy, and though there was then a 
drizzling rain and dark cloud, in 
which the rainbow was reflected : it 
proved afterwards a light froft. That 
this very imperfect account, though 
it may be itrictly relied on, may 
give any fatisfaction to you, or the 
gentlemen of the fociety, would be 
the occafion of great pleafure to 

Dear Sir, 
Your much obliged, &c. 
Wycliffe near Greta Bridge, 
Yorkshire, March 1, 
1782. 


“ The particular circumitance, 
which appeared extraordinary to 
Thorefby, of the bow being nearly 
equal in fize to that of the folar 
one, feemed to be verified by this, as 
the extent appeared nearly of the 


fame dimenfions. ‘The wind was at 
fouth-weit. 





Wycliffe, O8, 23, 1782. 
* Dear Sir, 


Bi smqecny you early in 
{pring with an account of a 
rather fingular phenomenon, feen 
here on the 27th of February, be- 
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tween feven and cighto’clock, viz. 
a Lunar Iris with prifmatic colours. / 
Since that I have feen two more 
here; one July the 3oth, about 
eleven o’clock, which lafted about 
a quarter of an hour, without co- 
lours; the laft, the caufe of m 
troubling you with this, was on Fn- 
day the 18th inftant, perhaps the 
moft extraordinary one of the kind 
ever feen, and of which I was my- 
felt a fpectator for mott of its dura- 
tion, as were many in my houfe and 
neighbourhood. It was firft vifibic 
about nine o'clock, and continued, 
though with very different degrecs of 
brilliancy, ull pafttwo. At firit, 
though a ftrongly marked bow, it 
was without colours; but afterwards 
they were very confpicuous and vivid 
in the fame form as in the folar, 
though fainter; the red, green, and 
purple, were moft diflinguifhable. 
About twelve it was the moft fplen- 
did in appearance ; its arc was cone 
fiderably a fmaller fegment of a cir- 
cle than a folar; its fouth-eaft limb 
firft began to fail, and a confiderable 
time before its final extinction : the 
wind was very high, nearly due weft, 
moft part of the time, accompanied 
with a drizzling rain. Itis a fingu- 
lar circumftance, that three of thefe 
henomena fhould have been feen 
in fo fhort a time in one place, as 
they have been efleemed ever fince 
the time of Ariftotle, who is faid to 
have been the firft obferver of them, 
and faw only two in fifty years, and 
fince by Plot and Thorefby, almoft 
the only two Englifh authors who 
have fpoke of them, to be exceed- 
ing rare. They feem evidently to 
be occafioned by a refraction in a 
cloud or turbid atmofphere, and in 
general are indications of ftormy and 
rainy weather ; fo bad a feafon as the 
late fummer having, I believe, fel- 
dom occurred in England. Tho- 
refby, indeed, fays, the one he ob- 
H 4 ferved 
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ferved was fucceeded by feveral days. 


of fine ferene weather. 

** One particular, rather fingular, 
in the fecond, viz. of July the 30th, 
Was its being fix days after the full 
of the moon, and the lait, though 
of fo long a duration, was three days 
before the ful!; that of the 27th of 
Februsry was exactly at the full, 
which uled to be judged the only 
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time they could be feen, though j 
the Encyclopedia there is > 
that Weidler obferved one jy 171 

in the firft quarter of the mane 
with faint colours, and in very cols 
weather. ~~ 


an account 


** No lunar Iris, I ever heard of. 


read of, laited near fo long as that 
on the 18th inftant, cither with or 
Without colours,” 


ACCOUNT of an EARTHQUAKE. By Joun Ltoyn, Ffy. F.R.S, 
In a Letter to Sir Josern Banks, Bart. P. RLS. 


[From the fame Work.] 


Mi ickewer near St. Afaph, 
Now. 16, 17382. 
**¢ Dear Sir, 

™ VON Saturday the cth of 
. Odtobe lafk, between eight 
and bine o'clock in the evening, a 
thock (f an earthquake was felt in 
feveral parts of this principality, by 
many perfons, though not generally. 
At Meld, in the county of Flint, 
ut was ditinétly perceived by a gen- 
tleman, at that time in a houfe quite 
out of the town, and feemed attend- 
ed with a rumbling noife, like a car- 
riage going over a pavement, fo that 
i his fituation had not rendered 
that fenfation impoffible, he fhould 
have aferibed it to that; and at the 
fame time fome China cups and 
faucers rattled very much, that were 
upon a table in the room with him, 
** At the palace at Bangor, it 
Was perceived by all the bifhop’s fa- 
maly about thirty-nine minutes pail 
eight o’cloek, with the'fame kind ot 
rumbling, and a double vibration. 
Many other perfons in that neigh- 

bourhood were fentible of it. 
ws many plices in the Itle of 
Angieicy it was flrongly felt; at 





Rodorgen, the feat of Owen P. 
Meyric kK. efq. it was thoughe by the 
family that a carriage had driven up 
tothe door. In antwor to fome ene 
quirtes made, [ received the follow. 
ing account of an incenious friend 
ot mine, who is concerned in the 
great copper mine at Paris Moun- 
tain, and was at that time within a 
mile of the mine at his own houfe. 

*¢ T perceived the earthquake to be- 
ginai Amiwok yo! patt eight o'clock 
at night, en Saturday the sth of Oc- 
tober. ‘The thock was great’ and 
alarming. The houfe in whichI 
was, was fhiken terribly, and un- 
derwent feveral vibrations for the 
continuance of near a quarter of a 
minute. I thought it moved trom 
N. E.to S. W. but was notcertain. 
It was attended with a rumbling 
noife, as loud as thunder, and lke 
it juit before it ceafes. | have made 
an enquiry at feveral diftunt parts in 
the ifland to the $. W. about it, to 
have found out, if poffible, at what 
rate it moved, but in vain. 

“ At the time it was felt in the 
places I have mentioned, I was at 
St. Afaph with fome other gentle- 

| men, 








king over fome parifh ac- 
aa enaie of us perceived it, 
perceived by a rela- 
who was then mage 

‘ne at the diftance of a mile an 

enon us, and in the line be- 
tween Anglefey and Mold, fo that I 
was probably tarther north than the 
{hock reached. I judge every phe- 


counts 5 
though 1 was 
tion of mine, 
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nomenon of this kind to be intereft- 
ing to the fpeculative obfervers of 
nature. You may probably be of 
the fame opinion; and if you are, 
and fhould think this imperfeéct ac- 
count of fufficient confequence, you 
will pleafe to lay it before the Royal 
Society. | 

‘© } have the honour to be, &c.” 
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An ACCOUNT of the EARTHQUAKES which happened in 


ITALY, from February to May, 
ron, Knight of the Bath, F 
Banks, Bart. P.R.S. 


1783. By Sir Wittiam Hamit- 


~R.S. In a Letter to Sir Josers 


[From the fame Work.] 


Naples, May 23, 1783. 

«“ 7 AM happy now to have itin 
my power to give you, and my 
brethren of the Royal Society, fome 
little idea of the infinite damage 
done, and of the various phenomena 
exhibited, by the carthquakes (which 
began the sth of February laft, and 
continue to be fenfibly, though lefs 
violently, felt to this day) in the 
two Calabrias, at Meffina, and in 
parts of Sicily neareit to the conti- 
nent. From the moft authentic re- 
ports, and accounts reccived at the 
othces of his Sicilian majefty’s fe- 
cretary of flate, we yathered in ge- 
neral, that the part of Calabria, 
which had been moft affected by 
this heavy calamity, is that which 
is comprehended between the 38th 
and 39 degree; that the greatett 
force of the earthquakes feemed to 
have exerted itfelt from the foot of 
thofe mountains of the Apennines 
called the Monte Deio, Monte Sacro, 
and Monte Caulone, extending weft- 
ward to the Tyrrene fea; that the 
towns, villages, and tarm-houfes, 
neareit thefe mountains, fituated ci- 
ther on hills or in the plain, were 


3 





totally ruined by the firft fhock of 
the sth of February about noon ; and 
that the greateft mortality was there; 
that in proportion as the towns and 
villages were at a greater diftance 
trom this center, the damage they 
received was lefs confiderable ; but 
that even thofe more diftant towns 
had been greatly damaged ‘by the 
fubfequent fhocks of the earthquake, 
and efpecially by thofe of the 7th, 
the 26th, and 28th of February, 
and that of the 1ft of March; that 
trom the firit thock, the 5th of Feb- 
ruary, the earth continued to be in 
a continual tremor, more or lefs; 
and that the fhocks were more fenfi- 
bly felt at times in fome parts of the 
afflicted provinces than in others ; 
that the motion of the earth had 
been various, and, according to the 
Italian denomination, vorticofo, o- 
rizontale, and ofcillatorio, either 
whirling like a vortex horizontal, or 
by pulfations, or beatings from the 
bottom upwards : that this variety of 
motion had increafed the apprehen- 
fions of the unfortunate inhabitants 
of thofe parts, who expeéted every 
moment that the earth would open 

under 
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under their feet, and fwallow them 
up; that the rains had been conti- 
nual and violent, often accompanied 
with lightning and irregular and fu- 
rious gufts of wind; that from all 
thefe caufes the face of the earth of 
that part of Calabria (comprehend- 
ed as above mentioned between the 
38th and 39th degrees) was entirely 
altered, particularly on the wett- 
ward fide of the mountains above 
named; that many openings and 
cracks had been made in thofe parts; 
that fome hills had been lowered, 
and others quite levelled; that in 
the plains, deep chafms had been 
made, by which many roads were 
rendered impatlable ; that~ huge 
mountains had been fplit afunder, 
and parts of them driven to a confi- 
derable diftance; that_ deep vallies 
had been filled up by the moun- 
tains (which formed thofe vallies) 
having been detached by the vio- 
lence of the earthquakes, and joined 
together; that the courfe of fome 
rivers had been altered ; that many 
fprings of water had appeared in 
places that were perfectly dry be- 
fore ; and that in other parts, fprings 
that had been conftant had totally 
difappeared ; that near Laureana in 
Calabria Ultra, a fingular pheno- 
menon had been produced, that the 
furface of two whole tenements, 
with large olive and mulberry-trees 
therein, fituated in a valley perfec- 
ly level, had been detached by the 
earthquake, and tranfplanted, the 
trees Til remaining in their places, 
to the diftance of about a mile from 
their firft ficuations ; and that from 
the fpot on which they formerly 
ftood hot water had fprung up to a 
confiderable height, mixed with 
fand of a ferruginous nature ; that 
acar this place alfo fome country- 
men and fhepherds had been fwal- 
Jowed up with their teams of oxen 
and their flocks of goats and heep ; 


Z 
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in fhort, that beginning from +i 

city of Amantea, mond ane 
coatt of the Tyrrene fea in Calabria 
Citra, and going along the welt. 
ward coait to Cape Spartivento } 

Calabria Ultra, and then up the 
eaftern coaft as far as the Cape da. 
lice (a part of Calabria Citra on the 
Ionian fea), there is not a town or 
village, either on the coatt or land 
but what is either totally deftroyed, 
or has fuffered more or lefs, amount. 
ing in all tonear four hundred, what 
are called here pacfes: a village 
containing lefs than an hundred in. 
habitants is not counted as a paefe, 

** The greateft mortality fell upon 
thofe towns. and countries fituated 
in the plain on the weftern fide of 
the mountains Dejo, Sacro, and 
Caulone. At Cafal Nuovo, the 
princefs Gerace, and upwards of 
4000 of the inhabirants, lof their 
lives; at Bagnara, the number of 
dead amounts to 3017; Radicina 
and Palmi count their lofs at about 
3000 each; Terra-nuova about 
1400; Seminari ftill more. The 
fum total of the mortality in both 
Calabrias and in Sicily, by the earth- 
quakes alone, according to the re- 
turns in the fecretary of ftate’s of- 
fice at Naples, is 32,367; but I 
have good reafon to believe that, 
including ftranyers, the number of 
lives loft muft have been confider- 
ably greater: 40,000 at leaft may 
be allowed, and, I believe, with- 
out any exaggeration. 

‘¢ From the fame office intelligence 
we likewife heard, that the inhabi- 
tants of Scilla, on the firft thock of 
the earthquake, sth of February, 
had efcaped from their houfes on the 
rock, and, following the example of 
their prince, taken fhelter on the 
fea-fhore ; but that in the night- 
time the fame fhock, which had 
raifed and agitated the fea fo vio- 


lently, and done fo much damage “a 
t 
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the point of the Faro of Meffina, 
had acted with ftill greater violence 
there, for thatthe wave (which was 

fented to have been boiling hot, 
and that many people had been feald- 
ed by its riling to a great height) 
went furioufly three miles inland, 
and {wept off in its return 2473 of 
the inhabitants of Scilla, with the 
prince at their head, who were at 
chat time either on the Scilla ftrand, 
or in boats near the fhore. 

‘+ All accounts agreed, that of the 
number of fhocks which have been 
felt fince the beginning of this for- 
midable earthquake, amounting to 
fome hundreds, the moft violent, 
and of the longeft duration, were 
thofe of sth of February at Igy 
(according to the Italian way of 
counting the hours) ; of the 6th of 
February, at 7 hours in the night ; 
of the 27th of February, at 114 in 
the morning ; of the firit of March, 
at 8i inthe night; and that of the 
28th of March, at 13 in the night. 
It was this laft theck that affected 
moft the upper part of Calabria U1- 
tra, and the lower part of the Citra, 
an authentic defcription of which 
you will fee hereaiter, in a letter 
which I received from the marquis 
— an accurate obferver re- 
fiding at Catanzaro in the Upper 
Calabria. The firft and the laft 
fhocks muft have been tremendous 
indeed, and only thefe two were 
fenfibly felt in this capital. 

“The accounts which this govern- 
ment has received from the province 
of Cofenza, are lefs melancholy 
than thofe from the province of Ca- 
lebria Ultra. From Cape Suvero 
to the Cape of Cetraro on the weft- 
ern coaft, the inland countries, as 
well as thofe on the coatt, are faid 
tohave fuffered more or lefs in pro- 
portion to their proximity to the 
fuppofed center of the earthquakes; 
and it has been conftantly obferved, 
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that its greateft violence has been 
exerted, and {till continues to be fo, 
on the weitern fide of the Appens 
nines, precifely the celebrated Sila 
of the ancient Brutii, and that all 
thofe countries fituated tothe eafte 
ward of the Sila had felt the fhocks 
of the earthquake, but without hav- 
ing received any damage from them, 
In the province of Cofenza there 
does not appear to be above roo 
lives loft. In the laft accounts from 
the moft afflicted part of Calabria 
Ultra, two fingular phenomena are 
mentioned. At about the diflance 
of three miles trom the ruined city 
of Oppido, there was a hill (the 
fuil of which is a fandy clay) about 
$00 palms high, and 4200 in cire 
cumference at its bafis. It was faid, 
that this hill, by the fhock of the 
sth of February, jumped to the 
diftance of about four miles from 
the fpot where it ftood into a plain 
called the Campo di Baflano. At 
the fame time the hill on which the 
town of Oppido ftood, which ex- 
tended about three miles, divided in 
two, and as its fituation was between 
two rivers, its ruins filled up the val- 
ley, and {topped the courfe of thofe 
rivers: two great lakes are already 
formed, ot are daily increafing, 
which lakes, if means are not found 
to drain them, and give the rivers 
their due courfe, in a fhort time 
muft infect the air greatly. 

‘¢ From Sicily the accounts of the 
moft ferious nature were thofe of 
the deftruction of the greateft part 
of the noble city of Meflina, by the 
fhock of the sth of February, and 
of the remaining parts by the fub- 
fequent ones;~that the kay in the 
port had funk confiderably, and was 
in fome places a palm and an half 
under water; —that the fuperb 
building, called the Palazzata, which 
gave the port a more magnificent ap- 
pearance than any port in Europe 

can 
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can boaft of, had been entirely ruin- 
ed;—that the Lazaret had been 
greatly damaged ; but that the ci- 
tadch had futlered linle ;—that the 
mother church had fallen; in dhort, 
that Meflina was no more ;—that 
the tower at the point of the en- 
trance of the Faro was half dettroy- 
ed; and that the fame hot wave, 
that had done fuch miichief at Scil- 
Ja, had patled over the point of land 
at the Faro, and carried off about 
24 people. The viceroy of Sicily 
likewite gave an account of fome 
damage done by the earthquakes, 
but nothing conliderable, at Me- 
Jazzo, Patti, Terra di Santa Lucia, 
Catiro Reale, and the ifland of Li- 
rl. 

This, Sir, was the intelligence I 
was. potictied of the end of latt 
month; but asl am particularly cu- 
rious, as you know, on the fubjet 
of volcanoes, and was pertuaded in 
my own mind (from the prefent 
earthquakes being confined to one 
fpor) that fome great chemical ope- 
ration of nature of the volcanic 
fort was the real caufe of them; in 
order to clear up Many points, and 
to come at truth, which you alfo 
well know, Sir, 1s exceedingly dif- 
ficult, I took the fudden refolution 
to employ about twenty days (which 
wasas much as I could allow, and 
have time to be out of Italy, in my 
way home, before the heats fet in) 
in making the tour of fuch parts of 
Calabria Ultra and Sicily as had 
been, and were ttl, molt affected 
by the earthquakes, and examining 
with my own eyes the phenomena 
above gnentioned. I accordingly 
hired for that purpofe a Maltete 
fperonara for myfelt, and a Neapo- 
Khitan felucca for my fervants, and 
leit Naples the zd of May. I was 
furnifhed, by command of his Sici- 
lian majefty, with ample paffports, 
and orders to the commanding oth- 
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cers of the ciflerent provinces tp az, 
me every aff i ance and protection te 
the purtuit of my object. | had n 
pleafant voyage in my Maltese fine. 

ronara (which are excellent bends 

and the boatmen very fkilful) lies 
the coaft of the Principato Citra and 
Calabria Citra, after having patted 
the cult of Policaitro, Ar Cedrato 
1 found the firtt fymptoms of the 
earthquake, fome ot the principal 
inhabitants of that city havine odin: 
ted their houfes, and living in new 
erected barracks, thouglt not a houfe 
inthe whole town, as I could fee 

had futicred. At St. Lucido I per. 
ceived that the baron’s palace and 
the church fleeple had fuffered, and 
that mott of the inhabirants were in 
barracks. ‘The barracks are yuit fuch 
fort of buildings as the booths of our 
country fairs, though indeed many 
] have feen ure more like our pig. 
fives. As my object was to get as 
taft as poflibie to the center of the 
nifchiet, having litte time, and 
much to fee, I contented myfelf 
with a diftanr view of Maida, Ni- 
caftro, and Santo Euiemia, and 
pufhed on to the town of Pizzo in 
Calabria Ultra, where I landed on 
the evening of the 6th of May. 
This town, fituated on the fea, and 
on a volcanic tuffa, had been great- 
ly damaged by the earthquake of 
the sth of February, but was com- 
pletely ruined by that of the 28th 
of March. As the inhabitants of 
this town (amounting to about 5000) 
had fuflicient warning, and had left 


their houfes, and taken to barracks , 


on the firft fhock the sth of Febru- 
ary, the mortality on the 28th ot 
March was inconfiderable ; but, 
from the barracks having been ill- 
conftruGed, and many fituated in a 
very confined unwholefome fpot, an 
epidemical diforder had taken place, 
and carried off many, and was ftill 
in fatal forge whilit I was there, i 
ipite 
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wife endeavours of go- 
to itop its progrefs. I 


fpire of the 
yernment 
fear, as the heats increace, the fume 
misrortune Will attend many parts 
of the unfortunate Calabria, as alto 


the city of Metiina. The inhabi- 
tants of Pizzo feemed to me to have 
habitnated + themi{elves already to 
their prefent inconvenient manner ot 
living, and thops of every kind 
were opened in the ftreets of the 
barracks, which, except fome few, 
are but poorly conttructed. I was 
aflured here, that the volcano of 
Stromboli, which is oppolite, and 
in tull view of, this town, and at 
the dittance of about fifty miles, 
had {moked lefts, and thrown up a 
lets quanuty of inflamed matter 
during the earthaqilakes than it had 
done tor fome years pait ; that flight 
fhocks continued to be felt daily ; 
andthe night I tlept here, on board 
the {peronara drawn on fhore, I was 
awakened with a {mart one, which 
feemed io litt up the bottom of the 
boat, but if was not attended with 
any fubrerraneous noife. My fer- 
vants, in the other boat, felt the 
fame. The next day | ordered my 
boats to proceed to Reggio, and [ 
went on horfeback to Montecicone, 
about fix miles from Pizzo, up hii, 
on aroad ot loofe itones and clay, 
fearcely paflable in this feafon, but 
through the mott beautiful and fer- 
ule country I ever beheld: a per- 
fect garden of olive-trees, mulberry- 
trees, fruitetrees, and vines; and 
under thefe trees the richeft crops of 
corn or lupins, beans or other vege- 
tables, which feemed to thrive per- 
tectly, through under a thick fhade, 
Chis is the file of the whole plain 
of Monteleone, except that here 
and there are vatt woods of oak and 
Ouve-trees mixed, and the olive- 
trees of tuch a fize as I could never 
have conceived, being halt as big as 
the ouks themfelves, which are fine 
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timber-trees, and more than treble 
the fize of the olive-trees of the 
Campagna Felice. The olive woods, 
in fome parts of the plain, are regu- 
larly planted in lines, and in others 
grow irregularly. ‘Though the ob- 
ject of my prefent journey was mere- 
ly to take a haily view of the {pots 
which had fuflered fo much by the 
calamity, my attention was conti- 
nualfy called away, and I was loft 
in the admiration of the fertility 
and beauty of this rich province, 
exceeding by many degrees (as to the 
firit point) every country L.bave 
yet feen. Belides the two rich pro- 
dués of filk and oil, in which this 
province furpatles every other, per- 
haps, in the whole world, it abounds 
with corn, Wine, cotton, liquorice, 
fruit, and vegetables of every kind ; 
and if its population and induttry 
kept peace with its fertility, the re- 
venue of Calabria Ulira might fure- 
ly be more than doubled ia a thort 
tine. I faw whole groves of mul- 
berry-trees, the owners of which 
told me, did not let tor more than 
five fhillings an acre, when every 
acre would be worth at leat five 
pounds, had they hands to gather 
the leaves and attend the filk-worms. 
‘The town of Monteleone, anciently 
Vibo .Valentia, is beautifully firu- 
ated on a hill, overlooking the fea 
and the rich plains above mentioned, 
bounded by the Apennines, and 
crowned by Afpramonte, the high- 
eit of them all, interfperfed with 
towns and villages, which, alas! 
are no more than heaps of ruins. 
‘’he town of Monteleone fuffered 
little by the fir thocks of the earth- 
quake; but was greatly damaged 
by that of the 28th of March 
(though only twelve lives were loft), 
and all the inhabitants are reduced 
to live in barracks, many of which 
are well conftructed with cither 
planks or reeds, covered with plait 

ter 
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ter on the outfide. As this country 
has ever been fubject to carthquakes, 
the barons had ufually a barrack near 
their palace, to retire to, on the leatt 
alarm of an earthquake. I inha- 
bited here a magnificent one, con- 
fifting of many rooms well furnith- 
ed, which was built by the prefent 
duke of Montcleone’s grand-father. 
1 owe the fafety and the expedition 
of the very interefting journey which 
I have taken through this province 
to this duke’s goodnefs, as he was 
pleafed at Naples to furnifh me with 
a letter to his agent ; in confequence 
of which, I was not only mott hof- 
pitably and clegantly treated in his 
barrack, and fupplied with excellent 
fure-footed horfes for myfelf and 
fervant, but alfo with two of his 
horfe-guards, well acquainted with 
the crofs roads of the country, with- 
out which it would have been im- 
poffible, with any degree of fafety, 
to have vifited every curious fpot be- 
tween Monteleone and Reggio, as I 
did, in four days. No one, that 
has not had the expericnce, can con- 
ceive the horrid ftate of the roads in 
Calabria, even in this feafon, nor 
the fuperior excellence of the horfes 
of the country. All agreed here 
that every fhock of the earthquake 
feemed to come with a rumbling 
noife from the weftward, beginning 
ufually with the horizontal motion, 
and ending with the vorticofe, which 
is the motion that has ruined moft 
of the buildings in this province. 
The fame obfervation I found to be 
a gegeral one throughout this pro- 
vince. I found it a general obfer- 
vation alfo, that before a fhock of 
an earthquake, the clouds feemed to 
be fixed and motionlefs; and that 
immediately after a heavy fhower of 
rain, a fhock quickly foliowed. I 
{poke with many here and elfewhere, 
who were thrown down by the vio- 
lence of fome of the fhocks; and 
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feveral peafants in the country 
me, that the motion of the ah _ 
fo violent, that the heads of mm 
largeit trees almott touched mm 
ground from fide to fide ; that dor 
ing a fhock, oxen and horfes extend. 
ed their legs wide afunder not to be 
thrown down, and that they gare 
evident figns of being fenfible of the 
approach of each thock. I myfelf ob. 
ferved, that in the parts that have 
fuffered moft by the earthquakes 
the braying of an afS, the neighing 
of a horfe, or the cackling of a voofe, 
always drove people out of their bar. 
racks, and was the occafion of many 
pater-nofters and ave-maries being 
repeated in expectation of a fhock, 
From Monteleone I defcended into 
the plain, having pafled through 
many towns and villages which had 
been more or lefs ruined according 
to their vicinity to the plain. The 
town of Mileto, fituated in a bot- 
tom, I faw was totally deftroyed, 
and not a houfe ftanding. At {ome 
dittance I faw Soriano and the noble 
Dominican convent a heap of ruins ; 
but as my object was not to vifit 
ruins, but the greater phenomera 
produced by the earthquakes, | 
went on to Rofarno. I mutt, how- 
ever, firft mention the moft remark- 
able inftance I met with of animals 
being able to live long without food, 
of which there have been many ex- 
amples during thefe prefent earth- 
quakes. At Soriano two fattened 
hogs, that had remained buried un- 
der a heap of ruins, were taken out 
alive the forty-fecond day; they 
were lean ol weak, but foon re- 
covered. One of his Sicilian ma- 
jefty’s engineers, who was preient 
at the taking them out, gave me this 
information. It was evident to me, 
in this day’s journey, that all habi- 
tations fituated on high grounds, the 
foil of which is a gritty fand-ftone, 


fomewhat like a granite, but = 
0 
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oot the confiftence, had fuffered lefs 
than thofe fituated in the plain, 
which are univerfally levelled to the 
ground. The foil of the plain is a 
fandy clay, white, red, or brown ; 
but the white prevails moft, and is 
full of marine ‘hells, particularly 
fcollop hells. This valley of clay 
+s interfected in many parts by rivers 
and torrents coming from the moun. 
tains, which have produced wide 
and deep ravines all over the coun- 
try. Soon after we had paffed 
through the ruined town of St. Pic- 
tro, we had a diftant view of Sicily, 
and the fummit of Mount Etna, 
which fmoked confiderably. Jutt 
before we arrived at Roiarno, neara 
ford of the river Mamella we pafled 
over a fwampy plain, in many parts 
of which [ was fhewn fmall hollows 
in the earth, of the fhape of an in- 
verted cone : they were covered with 
fand, as was the foil nearthem. I 
was toldthat, during the earthquake 
of the sth of February, from each 
of thefe {pots a fountain of water 
mixed with the fand had been driven 
up to aconfiderable height. I fpoke 
to apeafant here, who was prefent, 
and was covered with the water and 
fand ; but affured me, that it was 
not hot, as had been reprefented. 
Before this appearance, he faid, the 
river was dry 3 but foon after re- 
turned and overflowed its banks. I 
afterwards found, that the fame phe- 
nomenon had been conflant with re- 
to all other rivers in the plain 

uring the formidable fhock of the 
sth ot February. I think this phe- 
nomenon is eafily explained, by fup- 
poling the firit impulfe of the earth- 
quake to have come from the bottom 
Upwards, which all the inhabitants 
ot the plain atteft to be fact; the 
furface of the plain fuddeuly rifing, 
the rivers, which are not deep, 
would naturally difappear, and the 
plaia, returning with violence to its 
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former level, the rivers muft natu- 
rally have returned, and everflowed, 
at the fame time that the fudden de- 
preffion of the boggy grounds would 
as naturally force outthe water that 
lay hid under their furface. I ob- 
ferved in the other parts where this 
fort of phenomenon had been exhi- 
bited, that the gronnd was always 
low and rufhy. Between this place 
and Rofarno we paffed the river Mef- 
fano or Metauro (which ts near the 
town above mentioned) on a flrong 
timber vridge,700 palins long, which 
had been lateiy built by the duke of 
Menteleone. From the cracks made 
on the banks and in the bed of the ri- 
ver by the earthquake, it was quite fe- 
parated in one part, and the level on 
which the piers were placed having 
been varioufly altered, the bridge 
has taken an undulated form, and 
the rail on each fide is curioufly fcol- 
loped ; but the parts that were fepa- 
rated having been joined again, itis 
now paffable. The duke’s bridge- 
man told me allo, that at the mo- 
ment of the earthquake, this great 
river was perfectly dry for fome fe- 
conds, and then returned with vio- 
lence, and overflowed ; and that the 
bridge undulated in a moft extraordi- 
nary manner. When I mention the 
earthquake in the plain, it muft be 
always underftood the firft thock of 
the sth of February, which was by 
far the moft terrible, and was the 
one that did the whole mifchief in 
the plain, without having given any 
previous notice. The town of Ro- 
farno, with the duke of Montele- 
one’s palace there, was entirely ruin- 
ed; but the walls remained about 
fix feet high, and are now fitting u 
as barracks, The mortality here did 
not much exceed 200 out of near 
30c0. It had been remarked at Ro- 
farno, and the fame remark has been 
conftantly repeated to me in every 
ruined town that I have vifited, that 
the 
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the male dead were generally found 
under the ruins in the attitude of 
ftrugeling againft the danger ; but 
that the Samalé attitude was ufually 
with hands clafped over their heads, 
as giving themfelves up to defpair, 
unlefs they had children near them ; 
in which cafe they were always 
found clafping the children in their 
arms, or ih fome attitude which in- 
dicated their anxious care to protect 
them ; a {trong inftance of the ma- 
ternal tendernefs of the fex! The 
only building that remained unhurt 
at Rofarno was a ftrong built town 
gaol, in which were three notorious 
villains, who would probably have 
Joft their lives had they been at li- 
berty. After having dined in a bar- 
rack, the owner of which had) loft 
five of his family by the carthquake, 
I preceeded to Laureaua, often crofl- 
fing the wide extended bed of the 
river Metauro. ‘The cnvirons of 
Laureana, which flands on an ele- 
vation, is the garden of Eden itlelf ; 
nothing I ever faw can be compared 
to'it. The town is confiderable ; 
but as the earthquake did not come 
on fuddenly, as in the plain, not a 
life was loft there ; but froma fick- 
nefs, occaficned by hardfhips and 
fright, 52 have died fince. I lodged 
in the barracks of a fenfible gentle- 
man of Mileto, Don Domenico Ac- 
quanetta, who is a principal propri- 
etor of this town. He attended me 
the next day tothe two tenements, 
called the Macini and Vaticano, 
mentioned in the former part of this 
letter, and which were faid to have 
changed their fituation by the earth- 
quake. The fact is true, and eafily 
accounted for. Thefe tenements 
were fituated in a valley furrounded 
by high grounds, and the furface of 
the earth, which has been removed, 
had been probably long undermined 
by little rivulets, which come from 
the mountains, and now are in full 
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view on the bare {pot the teneme 
had deferted. Thefe rivulets was 
a fufficiently rapid courfe down a 
valley, to prove its not being a 4 
feét level as was reprefented, ya 
pofe the earthquake to have 9 mat 
fome depofitions of rain-water In th 
clay hills which furround the valley, 
which Water, mixed with the loufe 
foil, taking its courfe fudden| 
through the undermined fares 
lifting it up with the large olive and 
mulberry-trees, and a thatched cot. 
tage, floated the entire piece of 
ground, with all its vegetation 
about a mile down the valley, where 
it now ftands, with moft of the trees 
erect. ‘hefe two tenements may 
be about a mile long, and halfa mile 
broad. I was fhewn feveral deep 
cracks in this neighbourhood, not 
one above a foot in breadth ; but 
which, I was credibly affured, had 
opened wide during the earthquake, 
and fwallowed up an ox, and near 
an hundred goats, but no country- 
men, as was reported. In the val- 
ley above mentioned I faw the fame 
fort of hollows in the form of invert- 
ed cones, out of which, I was af- 
fured, that hot water and fand had 
been emitted with violence during 
the earthquakes as at Rofarno; but 
I could not find any one who could 
pofitively affirm that the water had 
been really hot, although the re 
ports which government received al- 
firm it. Some of the fand thrown 
out here with the water has a ferrug'- 
nous appearance, and feems to have 
been acted upon by fire. I was told, 
that it had alfo, when frefh, a tirong 
fmell of fulphur, but I could not 
perceive it. 

‘6 From hence I went through 
the fame delightful country to the 
town of Poliitene. To pals through 
fo richa country, and not fee a fine 
gle houfe ttanding on it, is molt me 
lancholy indeed; wherever a aad, 
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fipod, there you fee a heap of ruins, 
and a poor barrack, with two or 
three miferable mourning figures fit- 
ting at the door, and here and there 
a maimed map, Woman, or child, 
crawling upon crutches, — Inftead of 
atown, you fee a confufed heap ot 
ruins, and roundabout them a num- 
ber of poor huts or barracks, and a 
larger one to ferve as achurch, with 
the church bells hanging upon a 
fort of low gibbet ; every inhabitant 
with a doleful countenance, and 
wearing fome token of having loit a 
arent. 

“| cravelled four daysinthe plain, 
in the midit of fuch mifery as cannot 
be defcribed. The torce of the 
earthquake was fo great there, that 
all the inhabitants of the towns 
were buried alive or dead under the 
ruins of their houfes in an inftant. 
The town of Poliitene was large, 
but ill fituated between two rivers, 
fubject to overflow. ‘Two thoufand 
one hundred, out of about fix thou- 
fand, loft their lives here the fatal 
sth of February. The marquis St. 
Giorgio, the baron of this country, 
whom | found here, was well em- 
ployed in aflifting his tenants. He 
had caufed the ftreets of his ruined 
town to be cleared of rubbifh, and 
had erected barracks on a healthy 
{pot near it, for the remainder of his 
fubjes, and on a good plan. He 
had alfo conftru€ted barracks of a 
larger fize for the filk wornis, which 
1 tound already at work in them. 
This prince’s activity and gencrotity 
is mott praife-worthy, and, as far as 
I have feen hitherto, he is without 
arival. lobferved, that the town 
of St. Georgio, on a hill about two 
miles from Poliftene, though ren- 
dered uninhabitable,’ was by no 
means levelled like the towns 1n the 
plain. There was a nunnery at Po- 
hitene ; being curious to fee the 
huns that efcaped, I atked the mar- 
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quis to fhew me their barracks ; but, 
it feems, only one out of twenty- 
three had been dug out of her cell 
alive, and fhe w * fourfcore years of 
age. After having dined with the 
marquts in his humble barrack, near 
the ruins of his very magnificent 
palace, 1 went through a fine wood 
of olive, and another of chefnut- 
trees, to Cafal Nuovo, and was 
fhewn the fpot on which ttood the 
houfe of my untortunate friend the 
princels Gerace Grimaldt, who, 
with more than four thoufand of 
her fubjeéts lott her life by the fud- 
den explotion of the sth of Fe- 
bruary (for fo it appears to have 
been), that reduced this town to 
atoms. I was told by fome here, 
who had been dug out ofthe ruins, 
that they felt their houfes fairly 
lifted up, without having had the 
leait previous notice. In other 
towns fome walls and parts of houtes 
are ftanaing; but here you neither 
diflinguifh itreet or houfe; all lie 
in one confufed heap of ruins. An 
inhabitant of Cafal Nuovo told me, 
he was on a hill at the moment of 
the earthquake, overlooking the 
plain, when fecling the fhock, and 
turning towards the plain, inflead 
of the town, he faw in the place of 
ita thick cloud of white duft like 
fmoke, the natural effect of the 
crufhing of the buildings, and the 
mortar flying off. 

‘¢ From hence I went through the 
towns of Caftellace and Milicufco 
(both in the fame condition as Cafal 
Nuovo), to Terra Nuova, fitusted 
iit the fame lovely plain, between 
two rivers, which, with the torrents 
from the mountains, have, in the 
courfe of ages, cut deep and wide 
chafms in the foft fandy clay foil of 
which the whole plain 1s compofed, 
At Terra Nuova the ravine, or 
chafm, is not lefs than 500 feet 
deep, and three quarters of a mile 

broad, 
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broad. What caufes a confufion in 
allthe accounts of the phenomena 
produced by this earthquake in the 
plain, is the not having fufliciently 
explained the nature of the foil and 
fituation. They tell you, that a 
town has been thrown a mile from 
the place where it ttood, without 
mentioning a word of a ravine; that 
woods and corn-fields had been re- 
moved in the fame manner, when 
in truth it is but upon a large feale, 
what we fee every day upon a 
fmaller, when pieces of the fides of 
hollow ways, having been under- 
mined by rain waters, are detached 
into the bottom by their own weight. 
Here, from the great depth of the 
ravine, and the violent motion of 
the earth, two huge portions of the 
earth, on which a great part of the 
town ftood, confifting of fome hun- 
dreds of houfes, were detached into 
the ravine, and nearly acrofs it, a- 
bout half a mile from the place 
where they itood; and what is moft 
extraordinary, feveral of the inha- 
bitants of thofe houfes, who had 
taken this fingular leap in them, 
were neverthcle{s dug out alive, and 
fome unhurt. I fpoke to one my- 
felf who had taken this extraordi- 
nary journey in his houfe, with his 
wife anda maid-fervant : neither he 
nor his maid-fervant were hurt; but 
he told me, his wife had been a lit- 
tle hurt, but was now nearly reco- 
vered. I happened to afk him, 
what hurt his wife had received ? 
His anfwer, though of a very feri- 
ous nature, will neverthelefs, | am 
fure, make you fmile, Sir, as it did 
me. He faid, the had both her legs 
and one arm broken, and that the 
had a fracture on her fkull, fo that 
the brain was vilible. It appears to 
me, that the Calabrefi have more 
firmnefs than the Neapolitans ; and 
they really feem to bear their ex- 
ecilive prefent misfortune with a 


true philofophic patience, Of ibog 
inhabitants at Terra Nuova, op! 
4°0 efcaped alive. My guide there, 
who was a prieit and phyfician, had 
been fhut up in the ruins of his 
houfe by the firtt thock of the earth. 
quake, and was blown out of it, and 
delivered by the fucceeding thock, 
which followed the firtt immedi. 
ately. There aie many well-at. 
tefted inftances of the fame havin 
happened eliewhere in Calabria. In 
other parts of the plain fituated near 
the ravine, and near the town of 
Terra Nuova, I faw many acres of 
Jand with trees and corn-fields that 
had been detached into the ravine, 
and often without having been over- 
turned, fo that the trees and crops 
were growing as well as if they had 
been planted there. Other fuch 
pieces were lying in the bottom, in 
an inclined fituation; and others 
again that had been quite over- 
turned. Jn one place, two of theft 
immenfe picces of land having been 
detached oppofite to one another, 
had filled the valley, and itopped the 
courfe of the river, the waters of 
which were forming a great lake: 
and this is the true ftate of whatthe 
accounts mention of mountains that 
had walked, and joined together, 
tiopped the courte of the river, and 
formed a lake. At the moment ot 
the earthquake the river difappeared 
here, as at Rofarno, and returning 
foon after, overflowed the bottom 
of the ravine about three feet in 
depth, fo that the poor people that 
had been thrown with their houles 
into the ravine from the top of 1% 
and had efeaped with broken bones, 
were now in danger of being drown- 
ed. I was aflured, that the water 
was falt, like that of the fea; but 
this circumttance feems to want cob- 
firmation, ‘The fame reafon I have 
civen for the fudden ditappearing ot 
the siver Metauro at Kofarno will 
account 
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sccount for the like phenomenon 
here, and in every part of the coun- 
try where the myers dyied up at the 
moment of the earthquake The 
whole town of Mollochi di Sotto 
pear Terra Nuova, was likewile de- 
tached into the ravine, and a vine- 
yard of many acres near it lies in 
the bottom of the ravine as I faw 
in perfect order, but in an inclined 
{ituation : there is a footpath through 
this vinevard, which has a fingular 
efect, conlidering its prefent im- 
racticable firuation. Some water- 
mills, that were on the river, hav- 
ing been jammed between two fuch 
detached pieces as above defcribed, 
were lifted up by them, and are 
now feen on ap elevated fituation, 
many feet above the level of the ri- 
ver. Without the proper explana- 
tions it is no Wonder that fuch facts 
fhould appear miraculous. lobferved 
in feveral parts of the plain, that the 
foil with timber trees and crops of 
corn, confilting of many acres, had 
funk eightand ten feet below the Ic- 
vel of the plain; and inothers again I 
perceived it had rifen as many. It 
is neceflary to remember, that the 
fil of the plain is a clay mixed with 
fand, which is eafily moulded into 
any thape. Iu the plain, near the 
{pots trom whence the above men- 
honed pieces had been detached into 
the ravine, there were feveral pa- 
rallel cracks, fo that had the vio- 
lence of the fhocks of the earth- 
quake continued, thefe pieces alfo 
would have probably followed. I 
remarked conttantly in all my jour- 
ney, that near every ravine, or 
hollow way, the parts of the plain 
avjoining were tull of large parailel 
cracks, The earth rocking with 
Violence from fide to fide, and hav- 
Ing a fupport on one fide only, ac- 
counts well for this circumftance. 
from Terra Nuova I went to Op- 


boo. This ciry is fituated on a 
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mountain of a ferruginous fort of 
gritty itone, unlike the clay foil of 
its neighbourhood, and is {urround 
ed by two rivers in a ravine deeper 
and broader than that of ‘Terra 
Nuova. Iniftead of the mounta‘n 
on which Oppido was fituated hav- 
ing fplit in two, and by its fall on 
the rivers, ftopped their courfe and 
formed great lakes, as we were told ; 
it was (as at Terra Nuova) huge 
pieces of the phin on the edge of 
the ravine, that had been detached 
into it, nearly filled it up, and ftop- 
ped the courfe of the rivers, the 
waters of which are now forming 
two great lakes. It is true, that 
part of the rock on which Oppido 
ftood was detached with feveral 
houfes into the ravine ; but that is 
a trifling circumttance in comparifon 
of the very great tra¢ts of land, with 
large plantations of vines and olive- 
trees, which have been detached 
from one fide of the ravine clear 
over to the other, though the di- 
ftance is more than halt a mile. Ie 
is well attetted, that a countryman, 
who was ploughing his field in this 
neighbourhood with a pair of oxen, 
was tranfported with his field and 
team clear from onc fide of a ravine 
to the other, and that neither he nor 
his oxen were hurt. Atter what [ 
have feen, 1 verily believe this may 
have happened. A large volume 
might be compofed of the cur 
facts and accidents of this kind pro- 
duced by the earthquakes in the 
valley ; and, I fuppole, many will 
be recorded in the account of the 
late formidable earthquakes, which 
the Academy ot Naples intend to 
publifh, the prefident having al- 
ready fent into Calabria fitteen 
members, with draughtiinen in pro- 
portion, to colject the fats, and 
inake drawings for the fole purpofe 
of giving a farsfactory and ample 
account of the late calamity to the 
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public; but unlefs they attend, as 
i did, to the nature of the foil of 
the local where thofe accidents hap- 

ened, the'r reports will generally 
meet with little credit, except from 
thofe who are profefled dilettanti of 
miracles, and many fuch do cer- 
tainly exittin this country. I met 
with a remarkable inftance here of 
the degree of immediate diftrefs to 
which the unfortunate inhabitants 
of the deitroyed towns were reduced. 
Don Marcello Grillo, a gentleman 
of fortune, and of great landed 
property, having efcaped from his 
houte at Oppido, which was de- 
ttroyed by the earthquake, and his 
money (no lefs than twelve thoufand 
pieces of gold) having been buried 
inder the ruins of it, remained fe- 
veral days without food or fhelter 
during heavy rains, and was obliged 
to a hermit in the neighbourhood 
tor the loan of a clean fhirt. Hav- 
ing walked over the ruins of Op- 
pido, I defcended into the ravine, 
and examined carefully the whole 
of it. Here I faw, indeed, the 
wonderful force of the earthquake, 
which has produced exactly the fame 
eilects as I have defcribed in the ra- 
vine of Terra Nuova, but ona 
jcale infinitely greater. ‘The enor 
mous mafles of the plain, detached 
from each fide of the ravine, lye 
fometimes in confufed heaps, form- 
ing real mountains, and having 
fiopped the courte of two rivers (one 
of which is very confiderabie) great 
lakes are already formed, and, if 
wor affitted by nature or art, fo as to 
eive the rivers their due courie, 
mutt infallibly be the caufe of a 
veneral infection in the neighbour- 
hood. Sometimes I met with a de- 
tached piece of the furface of the 
plain (of many acres In extent) with 
the large oaks and olive-trees, with 
lupins or corn under them, grow- 


ine as well, and in as good order at 
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the bottom of the ravine, a their 
companions, from whom t 
feparated, do on their native {oil iq 
the plain, at leatt 500 feet higher, 
and at the dittance Of about thice 
quarters of a mile. I met with 
whole vineyards in the fame or. 
der in the bottom, that had like 
wife taken the fame journey. As 
the banks of the ravine, from 
whence thefe picees came, are now 
bare and perpendicular, I perceiv. 
ed that the upper. foil was a red. 
dif, earth, and the under one a 
fandy white clay, very compact, and 
like a foft ftone: the impulte thefe 
huge maffes received, either from 
the violent motion of the earth a 
lone, or that aflifted with the addi. 
tional one of the volcanic exhala. 
tions fet at liberty, feems to have 
acted with greater force on the lower 
and more compact {iratum than on 
the upper cultivated cruft: for | 
conflantly obferved, where  thele 
cultivated iflands lay (for fo they 
appeared to be on the barren bottom 
of the ravine) the under {tratum of 
compaét clay had been driven fome 
hundred yards farther, and lay in 
confufed blocks, and, as | obferved, 
many of thofe blocks were of a cu- 
bical form. The under foil having 
had a greater impulfe, and leaving 
the upper in its flight, naturally ac 
counts tor the order in which the 
trees, vineyards, and vegetation, fell 
and remain at prefent in the bottom 
of the ravine. This curious fact, I 
thought, deferved to be recorded, but 
is it not ealily defcribed by words. 
When the drawings and plens of the 
Academy are publithed, this ac- 
count (imperfect as it is) may, per 
haps, have its utility : had my ume 
permitred, I would certainly have 
taken a dravght{man with me into 
Calabria. In, another part of the 
bottem of the ravine there 8 4 


mountain compofed of the me? 
oil, 


hey were 
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foil, and which was probably a 
piece of the plain detached by an 
earthquake at fome former period ; 
it is about 250 feet high, and about 
4co fect diameter at its bafis : this 
mountain, as is well attefted, has 
travelled down the ravine near four 
miles, having — in motion by 
the earthquake of the gth of Fe- 
bruary. The abundance of rain 
which fell at that time, the great 
weieht of the freth detached pieces 
of the plain, which I faw heaped up 
at the back of it, the nature of the 
foil of which it is compofed, and 
particularly its fituation on a decli- 
yity, accounts well for this pheno- 
menon; whereas the reports which 
came to Naples, of a mountain, ina 
perfect plain, having leaped four 
miles, had rather the appearance of 
a miracle. 1 found tome fingle tim- 
ber trees alfo with a lump of their 
native foil at the roots, tlanding up- 
tivht in the bottom of the ravine, 
and which had been detached from 
the plain above mentioned. I ob- 
ferved alfo, that many contufed 
heaps of the loofe foil detached by 
the earthquake from the plains on 
each fide of the ravine, had aétu- 
ally run like a volcanic lava (having 
probably been afiiited by the heavy 
rain) and produced many effects 
greatly refembling thofe of lava 
during their courfe down a great 
partos the ravine. At Santa Cri- 
ina, in the neighbourhood of Op- 
pido, the like phenomena have been 
exhibited, and the great force of 
the earthquake of-the sth of Fe- 
bruary feems to have been exerted 
on thefe parts and at Cafal Nuova 
and ‘Terra Nuova, The phenomena 
exhibited by the earthquakes in 
other parts of the plains ot Calabria 
Ula are ot the fame nature ; but 
trifling in comparifon of thofe I 
bave been deteribing. The barracks 
ciected for the remaining inhabit- 


ants of the ancient city of Oppido, 
now in ruins, are on a healthy fpot, 
at about the diilance of a mile from 
the old town, where I found the ba- 
ron of this country, the prince of 
Cariati, ufefully employed in the 
affiftance of his unfortunate fubjects. 
He thewed me two girls, one of a- 
bout fixteen years of age, who had 
remained eleven days without food 
under the ruins of a houfe at Op- 
pido: flie had a child of five or fix 
months old in her arms, which died 
the fourth day. The girl gave me 
a clear account of her fufferings : 
having light through a finall open- 
ing, fhe had kept an exact account 
of the number of days fhe had been 
buried. She did not feem to be in 
bad health, drinks freely, but has 
yet a difficulty in fwallowing any 
thing folid. The other girl was a- 
bout eleven years of age; fhe re- 
mained under the ruins fix days 
only ; but in io very confined and 
diitreisful a potture, that one of her 
hands, prefling againit her cheek, 
had nearly worn a hole through it. 
From Oppido I proceeded through 
the fame beautiful country and 
ruined towns and villages to Semi- 
nara and Palmi. The houfes of the 
former were not quite in fuch a 
ruined condition as thofe of the lat- 
ter, whofe fituation is lower and 
nearer the fea. Fourteen hundred 
lives were lott at Palmi, and all the 
dead bodies have not been removed 
and burnt, as in moft other parts I 
vifited ; for I faw myfelf two taken 
up whilft | was there, and I fhall 
ever remember a melancholy figure 
of a woman in mourning, fitting 
upon the ruins of her houfe, her 
head reclined upon her hand and 
knee, and following with an anxious 
cager eye every ftroke of the pick- 
axe of the labourers employed to 
clear away the rubbifh, in hopes of 
recovering the corpfe of a favourite 
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Child. This town was a great mar- 
ket for oil, of which there were up- 
wards of 4000 barrels in the town 
atthe time of its deftruction, fo that 
the barrels and jars being broken, a 
river of ot! ran into the fea from it 
for many hours. The fpilt oil mix- 
ed wich the corn of the granaries, 
and the corrupted bodies, have had 
a {enfible effect on the air. ‘This I 
fear, as the heats increafe, may 

rove tatal to the unfortunate re- 
mainder of the inhabitants of Palm), 
who live in barracks near the ruined 
town. My guide told me, that he 
had been buried in the ruins of 
his houfe here by the firft fhock, 
and that after the fecond, which 
followed immediately, he found 
himfelf fitting a firide of a beam at 
leaft fifteen feet high inthe air. I 
heard of many fuch extraordinary 
efeapes in all parts of the plain, 
where the earthquake has exerted its 
greateft force. 

‘*From Palmil proceeded through 
the beautiful woody mountains of 
Bagnara and Solano; noble timber 
oak trees on high rocks, narrow val- 
lies with torrents in their bottoms, 
the road dangerous both on account 
of robbersand precipices. My two 
guards, initead of leading the way, 
as they had hitherto done, now fe- 
parated and formed an advanced and 
a rear-guard, Thenarrow road was 
often interrupted by the fallen rocks 
and trees during the earthquakes, 
and obliged us to feek a new and 
fill more dangerous* road ; but the 
Calabrefe [horfes are really as fure- 
footed as goats. In the midit of 
one of thete pafles we felt a very 
fmart fhock of an earthquake, ac- 
companied by a loud explofion, like 
that of fpringing a mine: fortunate- 
ly for us it did not, as 1 expected, 
detach any rocks or trees from the 
high mountains that hung over our 
heads, After having pailed the 
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woods of Bagnara, Sinopol!, and Sy. 
lano, I went through rich Corn-field 
and lawns, beautitully bounded with 
woods and fcattered trees, like our 
finett parks, and which continus 
varying for fome miles till you come 
upon the top of an open plain on a 
hill, commanding the whole Faro of 
Meilina, the coat of Sicily as far 
as Catania, with Mount Etna rifip 
proudly behind it, which altovether 
compoted the fineft view imagine 
able. From thence I defcended q 
horrid rocky road to the Torre del 
Pezzolo, where there is a country. 
feat and village belongine to the 
princefs of Bagnara, There I found, 
that an epidemical diforder had a}. 
ready manitefted itfelf, as ir probs. 
bly will in many other parts of this 
glorious but unhappy country, in 
proportion as the heats increafe, ow- 
ing tothe hardilitps futfered, and the 
air having been fpoiled by new-form- 
ed lakes. Several fithermen affured 
me, that during the earthquake of 
the sth of Felruary at night, the 
fand near the fea was hot, and that 
they faw fire iffue from the earth in 
many parts. ‘This circumitance has 
been often repeated to mein the plain; 
and my idea is, that the exhalations 
which iffued during the violent coms 
motions of the carth were full of e- 
le€trical fire, juit as the fmoke of 
volcanoes is conitantly obferved to 
be during violent eruptions ; for! 
faw no mark, in any part of my 
journey, of any volcanic matter have 
ing iflued from the fiflures of the 
earth; and I am convinced, that 
the whole damage has been done by 
exhalations and vapours only. The 
firft thock felt at this place, as I was 
affured, was lateral, and then vortt: 
cofe, and exceedingly violent; but 
what they call violent: here, muft 
have been nothing in compartion 0 
what was fele in the plain ot Cafa 
Nuova, Politene, Palmi,! Terra 
N uova, 
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Nuova, Oppido, &c. &Xc. where 
ail agreed in affuring me, that the 
violence of the fatal fhock of the 

th of February was inftantaneous, 
without warning, and from the bot- 
tom upwards; and indeed in thofe 
places, where the mortality has been 
fo great, and where nothing 1s to be 
feen but a confufed heap of ruins, 
without diflinction of either flreets 
or houfes, the violence of that fhock 
is fuficiently contirmed, From this 
place to Reggio the road on each 
fide is eovered with villas and orange 
groves. I faw not one houte level- 
ied to the ground; but perceived 
that all had been damaged, and 
were abandoned ; and that the inha- 
bitants were univerfally retired to 
barracks in theie beautiful groves of 
orange, mulberry, and fig-trees, of 
which there are many in the envi- 
rons of Reggio. One that I vilit- 
ed, and which is reckoned the rich- 
eft in all this part of Magna Grecia, 
is about a mile and a half from the 
town of Reggio, and what is re- 
markable, belongs to a gentleman 
whofe Chriitian name is Agamem- 
non. The beauty of the agrume (the 
general name of all kind of orange, 
lemon, cedrate, and bergamot trees) 
is not to be defcribed ; rhe foil being 
fandy, the expofition warm, and 
command of water, a clear rivulet 
being introduced at pleafure in httle 
channels to the foot of each tree, is 
the reafon of the wonderful luxuri- 
ancy of thefe trees. Don Agamem- 
non ailured me, it was a bad year 
when he did not gather from his gar- 
den (which is of no great extent) 
170,000 lemons, 200,000 oranges 
(which I found as excellent as thole 
of Malta), and bergamots enough 
to produce 200 quarts of the eflence 
from their rinds, There is another 
fingularity in thefe cardens, as I was 
afiured, every fig-tree affords two 
crops of fruit annually ; the firit in 
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June, the fecond in Auguft. But 
to return to my fubject, from which 
ny attention was frequently called 
away by the extraordinary and un- 
common beauty and fertility of this 
rich province; I arrived about fun- 
fet at Reggio, which I found Iefs 
damaged than I expected, though 
not a houfe in it is habitabie or in- 
habited, and all the peoplé live in 
barracks or tents; but after having 
been feveral days in the plain, where 
every building is levelled to the 
ground, a houfe with a roof, or a 
church with a fteeple, was to mea 
new and refrefhing object. ‘The in- 
habitants of the whole country, that 
has been fo feverely afflicted with 
earthquakes, feem, however, to 
have fo greata dread of going into a 
houfe, that when the earthquakes 
fhall have ceafed, | ain perfuaded, 
the greateft part of them will fill 
continue to live in barracks. The 
barracks here (except fome few that 
are even elegant) are ill conttructed, 
as are in general throughout the 
country all barracks of towns that 
have been fo little damaged as to al- 
low the inhabitants to flatter them- 
felves with a hope of being able to 
return to, and occupy, their houfes 
again, when the prefent calamity is 
atanend. Regvio has been rough- 
ly handled by the earthquakes, but 
is by no means deftroyed. The 
archbifhop, a fenfible, active, and 
humane prelate, has dittinguifled 
himielf from the beginning of the 
earthquakes to this day, having im- 
mediately difpofed of all the fuper- 
fluous ornaments of the churches, 
and of his own horfes and furniture, 
for the fole relief of his diftreffed 
flock, with whom he chearfully 
bears an equal fhare of every incon- 
venience and diitrefs which fucha 
calamity has naturally occafioned. 
Except in this inftance, and very 
tew others, indeed, I obferved 
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throughout my whole journey, a 
prevailing indolence, inattivity, and 
want of {pirit, which is unfortu- 
nate, as fuch a heavy and general 
calamity can only be repaired by a 
difpofiuon dire&ly contrary to that 
which prevails : but as this govern- 
ment is indefatigable in its endea- 
vours at remedying every prefent 
evil, and preventing fuch as may 
naturally be expected, it is to be 
hoped that the generous and wife dif- 
potitions lately made, will reftore 
the energy that is wanting, and 
without which, one wot the richeit 
provinces in Europe is 'n danger of 
utter ruin. Silk and eflence of ber- 
gamot oranges and lemons, are the 
great articles of trade at Reggio. 
T am affured, that no lefs than 
100,000 quarts of this effence is an- 
nually exported. “The fruit, after 
the rind is taken off, is given to the 
cows and oxen ; and the inhabitants 
of this town aflure me, that the 
beef, at that feafon, has a ftrong 
and difagreeable flavour of berga- 
mot. The worthy archbifhop gave 
me an account of the earthquakes 
here in 1770 and 1780, which 
obliged the inhabitants (in number 
16,400) to encamp or remain in 
barracks feveral months, without 
having done any confiderable damage 
to the town, I was. affured here 
(where they have had fuch a long 
experience of earthquakes) that all 
animals and birds are in a greater or 
lefs degree much more fentible of an 
approaching thock of an earthquake 
than any human being; but that 
geefe, above all, feem to be the 
foonett and moft alarmed at the ap- 
proach of a fhock : if in the water, 
they quit it immediately, and there 
are no means of driving them into 
the water for fome time after. The 
mortality here, by the Jate earth- 
quake of the 5th of February, cor- 


refponds with the apparent degree 
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of damage done to the to 
does not exceed 126, As 
pened about noon, 


wn, and 
, it hap, 
and cam 

gently, the people of Reggio had 
time to efcape ; whereas, as ] have 


often remark 7 
happy Sine uae rs ans 
. Af ‘ ntaneous ag 
it was violent and deftructive, Eye 
building was levelled to the ground 
and the mortality was general, and 
In proportion to the apparent de. 
itruction of the buildings, Reggio 
was dettroyed by an earthquake bes 
fore the Marfian war, and having 
been rebuilt by Julius Cefar was 
called Reggio Julio. Part of the 
wall {till remains, and is called the 
Julian Tower ; and is built of huge 
Near’ St. Peru, betwern Rep 
; . cen Reggio 
and the Cape Spartivento, there are 
the remains of a foundery, his pre- 
fent Catholic majefty, when kin 
of Naples, having worked filver 
mines in that neighbourhood ; which 
were foon abandoned, the profit not 
having anfwered the expence. There 
are fome towns in the neighbour 
hood of Reggio that ftill retain the 
Greek languge. Aboutfifteen years 
ago, when I mace the tour of Sicily, 
J] landed at Spartivento in Calabria 
Ultra, and went to Bova, where I 
found that Greek was the only lan- 
guage in ufe in that diftrict, On the 
14th of May I lett Reggio, and was 
obliged (the wind being contrary) 
to have my boats towed by oxen to 
the Punta del Pezzolo, oppolite 
Meilina, from whence the current 
wafted us with great expedition in- 
deed into the port of Meflina, The 
port and the town, in its balf ruin- 
ed ftate, by moon-light was firiking- 
ly picturefque. Certain it is, that 
the force of the earthquake (though 
very violent) was nothing at Mefhna 
and Reggio to what it was in the 
plain. I vifited the town ot Meilina 


the next morning, and found, that 
al 
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gil the beautiful front of what is 
called the Palazzata, which extend- 
ed in very lofty uniform buildings, 
in the fhape of a crefcent, had been 
in fome parts totally ruined, in others 
lefs; and that there were cracks in 
the earth of the quay, a part of 
which had funk above a foot below 
the level of the fea. ‘Thefe cracks 
were probably occafioned by the ho- 
rizontal motion of the earth in the 
fame manner as the pieces of the 
plain were detached into the ravines 
at Oppido and Terra Nuova; for 
the fea at the edge of the quay 
is fo very deep, that the largeft {hips 
can lie along-lide ; confequently the 
earth, in its violent commotion, 
wanting fupport on the fide next the 
fea, began to crack and feparate, 
and as where there is one crack there 
are generally others lefs confiderable 
in parallel lines to the firft, I fup- 
fe the great damage done to the 
om neareft the quay has been 
owing to fuch cracks under their 
foundations. Many houfes are {till 
fianding, and tome little damaged, 
even in the lower part of Mefhina; 
but in the upper and more elevated 
fituations, the earthquakes feem to 
have had fearcely any eflect, as | 
particularly remarked, <A {trong 
inttance of the force of the earth- 
quake having been many degrees 
lefs here than in the plain of Cala 
bria is, that the convent of Sanra 
Barbara, and that called the Novi- 
ziato de’ Gefuiti, both on an ele- 
vated fituation, have not a crack in 
them, and that the clock of the lat- 
ter has not been deranged in the leatt 
by the earthquakes that have afilict- 
ed this country for four months pait, 
and which {till continue in fome de- 
gree. Refides, the mortality at Mef- 
una does not exceed 700 out of up- 
wards of 30,000, the fuppofed po- 
Pulation of this city at the time of 
the firgt earthquake, which circumn- 
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{tance is conclufive. I found, that 
fome houfes, nay a ftreet or two, at 
Meflina, were inhabited, and fome 
fhops open in them; but the gene- 
rality of the inhabitants are in tents 
and barracks, which, having been 
placed in three or four different quar- 
ters, in ficlds and open fpots near 
the town, but at a great diftance one 
from the other, mutt be very incon- 
venient for a mercantile town; and 
unlefs great care is taken to keep the 
{treets of the barracks, and the bar- 
racks themfelves, clean, I fear that 
the unfortunate Meflina will be 
doomed to fuffer a freth calamity 
from epidemical diforders, during 
the heat of fummer. Indeed, many 
parts of the plain of Calabria feem 
to be in the fame alarming fituation, 
particularly owing to the lakes, 
which are torming from the courfe 
of rivers having been ttopped, fome 
of which, as I faw myfelt, were al- 
ready green, and tending to putre- 
faction. I could not help remark- 
ing here, that the nuns, who like- 
wife live in barracks, were conftant- 
ly walking about, under the tuition 
of their conicilor, and feemed gay, 
and to cajoy the liberty the earth- 
quake had alturded them, and I 
made the fame obiervation with re- 
{pect to tchools-boys at Keggio; fo 
that in ny journal, which I wrote 
in hatie, and trom whence I have as 
haitily tranteribed the imperfect ac- 
count I fend you, the remark ftands 
thus: ¢¢ Earthquakes particularly 
pleafing to nuns and fchool-boys.” 
Out of the cracks on the quay, it is 
faid, that during the earthquakes 
fire had been feen to iffue (as many 
I {poke with attefted) ; but there no 
vilible figns of it, and L am _ per- 
fuaded it was no more than, as in 
Calabria, a vapour charged with e- 
lectrical fire, or a kind of inflam- 
mable air. A curious circumttance 
happened here alfo, to prove that 

animals 
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animals can remain long alive with- 
ourfood. Two mules belonging to 
the duke of Belvifo, remained un- 
der a heaps of ruins, one of them 
twenty-two, and the other twenty- 
three days: they would not eat tor 
fome days, but drank water plenti- 
fully, and are now quite recovered. 
There are numberlefs inftances of 
dogs remaining many days in the 
fame fituation; and a hen, befong- 
ing to the Britifh vice-conful at Mef- 
fina, that had been clofely fhut up 
under the ruins of his houfe, was 
taken out the twenty-fecond day, 
and is now recovered; it did not 
eat for fome days, but drank freely ; 
it was emaciated, and fhewed little 
fiens of life at firft. From thefe in- 
ttances, from thofe related before, 
of the girls at Oppido, and the hogs 
at Soriano, and trom feveral others 
of the fame kind, that have been re- 
lated to me, but which being lefs 
remarkable I omit, one may con- 
clude, that long fatting is always at- 
tended with great thirft, and total 
lofs of appetite. From every in- 
quiry I found, that the great fhock 
of the sth of February was from 
the bottom upwards, and not like 
the fubfequent ones, which in ge- 
néeral have been horizontal and vor- 
ticofe. A circumilance worth re- 
marking (and which was the fame 
on the whole coatt of the part of 
Calabria that had been molt affected 
by the earthquakes) 1s, that afimall 
fiih called cicirelli, refembling what 
we call in England whire-bait, burt 
of a greater fize, and which ufually 
ive at the bottom of the fea, buried 
in the fand, have been ever fince 
the commencement of the earth. 
quakes, and continue ftill to be, 
taken near the furface, and in fuch 
abundance, as to be common food of 
the pooreft fort of people ; whereas, 
before the earthquakes, this fith was 
rare, amd reckoned amongit the 
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greateft delicacies. All fith. ; 

» Ih ve. 
neral, have been taken in great 
abundance, and with much ialahe 
facility, in thofe parts fince they 
have been afflicted by earthquakes 
than before. I conttantly atked 
every fifherman I met with on the 
coatt of Sicily and Calabria, if this 
circumftance was true ; and was gj 
cont{tantly anfwered in the affirma. 
tive ; but with fuch emphafis, that 
it muft have been very extraordina. 
ry. I fuppofe, that cither the fand 
at the bottom of the fea may have 
been heated by the volcanic fire un. 
der it ; or that the continual tremor 
of the earth has driven the fih our 
of their ftrong holds, juft as anang- 
ler, when he wants a bait, obliges 
the worms to come out of the 
turf on a river fide, by trampling on 
it with his feet, which motion never 
fails in its efteét, as | have experi. 
enced very often myfelf. I found 
the citadel here had not received 
any material damage ; but was in 
the fame ftate as I had left it fifteea 
years ago. The Lazaret has fome 
cracks in it, like thofe on the quay, 
and from a like caufe. The por 
has not received any damage from 
the earthquakes. The officer who 
commanded in the citadel, and who 
was there during the carthquake, af- 
fured me, that on the ‘fatal sth ot 
February, and the three following 
days, the fea, about.a quarter of 4 
mile from the fortrefs, rofe and 
boiled in a moft extraordinary man- 
ner, and with a moft horrid and 
alarming noife, the water in the 
other parts of the Faro being per 
feétly calm. This foems to port 
out exhalations or eruptions from 
cracks at the bottom of the fea, 
which may very probably have hap- 
pened during the violence ot the 
earthquakes; all of which, I = 
convinced, have here a volcanic 


o > ~ ay I] lett 
origin. On the 17th of May 
” , Meffinay 
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Me(fina, where I had been rec | 
and hofpirably treated, and proceed- 
ed in my {peronara along the Sicil:- 
an coait to the point of the entrance 
of the Faro, where I went afhore, 
and found a priett who had been 
there the night between the sth and 
the 6th of February, when the great 
wave patied over that pont, carried 
off boats, and above twenty-four 
(nhappy people, tearing up trees, 


gud leaving fome hundred weight of 


ffh it hed brought with it on the 
dryland. Hetold me, he had been 
himfelf covered with the wave, and 
with difficulty faved his hte. He at 
frit faid the water was hot ; burt as 
] was curious to come at the truth ot 
this fact, which would have con- 
cluded much, [ afked him it he was 
very fureot it? and being preffed, 
it came to be no more thaa the wa- 
ter having been as warm as itufually 
isin fummer. He fad, the wave 
role to a reat height, and came.on 
with noite. and fuch rapidity that it 
was impoffible to efcape. ‘The tower 
on the point was hali deitroyed, and 
apoor pric that was in it loit his 
life. From hence I crofied over to 
Scilla. Having met with my friend 
the Padre Minati, a Dominican 
friar, a worthy man and able natu- 
raliit, who ts a native of Scilla, and 
s actually employed by the academy 
ot Naples to give a deftription of 
the phenomena that have attended 
the earthquake in thefe parts, with 
his aflitance on the fpot, I perfectly 
underitood the nature of the formi- 
able wave that was faid to have 
been boiling hot, and had certainly 
proved fatal to the baron of the 
country, the prince of Scilla, who 
Was {wept off the fore into the fea 
by this wave, with 24-3 of his un- 
fortunate fubjects. The following 
isthe fact, The prince of Scilla, 
having remarked, that during the 
Rt hornd fhock (which happened 
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about noon the sth of February) 
part ot a rock near Scilla had been 
detached into the fea, and fearing 
that the rock of Scilla, on which 
his caftle and rown is fituated. might 
alfo be detached, thought it fafer to 
prepare boats, and retire to a litle 
port or beach furrounded by rocks 
at the foot of the rock. The fecond 
fhock of the earthquake, after mid- 
night, detached a whole mountain, 
(much higher than that of Scilla, 
and partly calcareous, and partly 
cretaceous), fituated between the 
‘Torre del Cavallo and the rock of 
Scilla. ‘This having fallen with vio- 
lence into the fea (at that time per- 
tectly calm) raifed the fatal wate, 
which | have above defcribed to have 
broken upon the neck of land, called 
the Punta del Faro, im the ifland of 
Sicily, with fuch fury, which re- 
turning with great noife and celerity 
directly upon the beach, where the 
prince and the unfortunate inhabi- 
tants of Scilla had taken refuge, 
either dafhed them with their boats 
and richeit effects againft the rocks, 
or whirled them into the fea; thofe 
who had efeaped the firft and great- 
eft wave were carried off by a fecond 
and third, which were lefs conlider- 
ale, and inumediately followed the 
firt. I fpoke to feveral men, wo- 
men, and children here, who had 
been cruelly maimed, and fome of 
whom had been carried into the fea 
by this unforefeen accident. Here, 
faid one, my head was forced through 
the door of the cellar, which he 
fhewed me was broken. There, faid 
another, ws I drove into a barrel. 
Then a woman would fhew me her 
child, all over deep wounds from the 
ftones and timber, &c. that were 
mixed with the water, and dafhing 
about inthis narrow port; but allaf- 
fured me, they had not perceived 
the leaft fvmptom of heat in the wae 
ter, though I dare fay, Sir, you 

will 
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will read many well attefted accounts 


of this water having been hot ; of 


many dead bodies thrown up which 
appeared to have been parboiled by 
at; and of many living perfons, who 
had evidently been fcalded by this 
hot wave: fo difficult is it to arrive 
attruth. Had | been fatisfied with 
the firft aniwer of the prieft at Pun- 
ta del Faro, and fet it down in my 
journal, who could have doubted 
es that this wave had been of hot 
water ? Now that we are well ac- 
quainted with the caufe of this fatal 
wave, we know it could not have 
been hot; but the tettimony of fo 
many unfortunate fufferers trom it, 
is decilive. A fact which I was told, 
and which was atteffed by many 
here, is very extraordinary indeed : 
a womin of Scilla, four months 
gone with child, was fwept into the 
fea by the wave, and was taken up 
alive, floating on her back at fome 
diitance, nine hours after. She did 
not even milcarry, and is now per- 
fecily well; and, had the not been 
gone up into the country, they 
would have fhewn her to me. They 
told me, fhe had been ufed to fwim, 
as do moft of the women in this part 
of Calabria. Her anxiety and fuf- 
ferings, however, had arrived at fo 
great a pitch, that jutt at the ame 
that the boat, which took her up, 
appeared, fle was trying to force 
her head under water, to put a_pe- 
riod to her miferable exiftence. The 
Padre Minati told me another curi- 
ous circumitance that happened in 
this neighbourhood, whici to his 
knowlege was ftrictly true. A girl 
of about eighteen years of age, was 
buried under the ruins of a houfe 
fix days, having had her foot, at the 


ancle, a’moit cut off by the edge of 


a barrel that fell upon it; the dutt 
and mortar ftopped the blood ;. the 
never had the afliltance of a furgeon; 
but the foot of itfelt dropped off, 
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an ths wound is soy ta 

sgenwnlongg otuer ai ttance but that 
of nature. Ut of fuch CXtraordina. 
ry circumitances, and of h | 
Cicapes, an account was to be taken 
in all the dettroyed towns of Cala. 
bria Ultra and Sicily, they would 
as I {aid betore, com pole a large - 
lume. I have only recorded a few 
ot the moit extraordinary, and fuch 
as I had trom the moit undoubted 
authority. In my way backto Na 
ples (where | arrived the 234, of 
May) along the coat of the two Ca. 
labiias and the Principato Citra, | 
only went on fhoreat Tropea, Paula, 
and the bay of Palinurus. I found 
Tropea (beautifully fituated on a 
rock overhanging the fea) but little 
damaged : however, all the inhabi- 
tants were in barracks. At Paula 
the fame. The fifhermen here told 
me, they continued to take a great 
abundance of fith, as they had done 
ever fince the commencement of the 
prefent calamity. At Tropea, the 
igth of May, there was a fevere 
fhock of an earthquake, but ota 
very fhort duration. There were 
five fhocks during my ftay in Cala 
bria and Sicily ; three of them rather 
alarming: and at Mefina, in the 
night-time, I conitantly felt a litle 
tre nour of the earth, which has 
been obferved by many of the Mel 
finefe. J am really afhaimed, fir, of 
fending fuch an unconnected haity 
extract of my journal ; but when f 
reflect, that ‘unlefs I fend it ofi di- 
rectly, the Royal Society will be 
broken up for the fummer {eafon, 
and the fubject will become ftale be- 
fore its next mecting ; of two evils | 
prefer to chufe the leait. Such 
4 draughts however (though 
yfeet and incorrect) have, 


alr-breadth 


rough 
ever fo imp ay 
as in paintings, the merit of a firit 
fketch, and a kind of tpiit that is 
often loft when the picture 18 cor 
rc&tly finifhed, if you contider the 
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OF ‘THE EARTHQUAKES IN ITALY. 


and burry of the journey I 
t beentahing; and that in the 


fat gue 
bave pul . 
midit of the preparations for my other 


journey to England, which [ pro- 

fe to begin to-morrow, I have 
os writing this account, I fhall 
hope then to be entitled to your in- 
dulgence for all its imperfections. 
But before I take my leave, [ will 
jut fam up the refult ot my obfers a- 
tions in Calabria and Sicily, and 
give you my reafons for believing 
that the prefent earthquakes are oc- 
cafioned by the operation of a vol- 
cano, the featof which feems to lye 
deep, either under the bottom of 
the fea, between the iflland of Strom- 
boli and the coatt of Calabria, or 
under the parts of the plain towards 
Oppido and Terra Nuova, If ona 
map of Italy, and with your com- 
paisonthe feale of Italian miles, 
you were to meafure off 22, and 
then fixing your central point in the 
city of Oppido (which appeared to 
me to be the {pot on which the earth- 
quake had exerted its greatett force) 
trom a circle (the radii of which 
will be, as I juit faid, 22 miles) you 
will then include all the towns, vil- 
lives, that have been utterly ruined, 
and the {pots where the greateit mor- 
tality has happened, and where 
there have been the moft vifible al- 
terations on the face of the earth. 
Then extend your compafs on the 
fame feale to 72 miles, preferving 
the fame centre, and form another 
circle, you will include the whole 
of the country that has any mark of 
having been affected by the earth- 
quake. T plainly obferved a grada- 
ton in the damage done to the build- 
Ings, as alfo in the degree of morta- 
hty, in proportion as the countries 
were more or lefs diftant from this 
luppofed centre of the evil. One 
circum ttance I particularly remark- 
*S: if two towns were fituated at an 


equal difance from this centre, the 
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one on a hill, the othef on the plain, 
or in a bottom, the latter had always 
fuffered greatly more by the thocks 
of the earthquakes than the tormer; 
a fufficient proof to me of the caufe 
coming from beneath, as this mult 
naturally have been productive of 
{uch an effect. And I have reafon 
to believe, that the bottom of the 
fea, being ftill nearer the volcanic 
cuule, would be found (could it be 
feen) to have fuffered even more 
than the plain itfelf: but (as you 
will find in moft ef the accounts of 
the earthquake that are in the prefs, 
and which are numerous) the philo- 
fophers, who do not ealily abandon 
their ancient fyttems, make the pre- 
fent earthquakes to proceed from the 
high mountains of the Apennines 
that divide Calabria Ultra, fuch as 
the Monte Dejo, Monte Caulone, 
and Afpramonte ; I would afk 
them this- fimple queftion, did the 
Eolian or Lipari Ulands (all which 
rofe undoubtedly from the bottom 
of. the fea by volcanic explofions at 
different, and perhaps very diftant, 
periods) owe their birth to the A- 
pennines in Calabria, or to veins of 
minerals in the bowels of theearth, 
and under the botwm of the fea? 
Stramboli, an ative volcano, and 
probably the youngelt of thofe 
aflands, is not above fifty miles from 
the parts of Calabria that have been 
moft affected by the late earthquakes. 
The vertical fhocks, or, in other 
words, thofe whofe impulfe was 
from the bottom upwards, have been 
the mott deftructive to the unhappy 
towns in the plain; did they pro- 
ceed from Monte Dejo, Monte Cau- 
lone, or Afpramonte? In fhort, the 
idea I have of the prefent Iccal 
earthquakes is, that they have been 
“adel by the fame kind of matter 
that gave birth to the Aolian or Li- 
pari iflands ; that, perhaps, an open- 
ing may have been made at the bor- 

tom 
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tom of the fea, and moft probably 
between Stromboli and Calabria Ul- 
tra (for from that quarter all agree, 
that the fubterraneous notes feem 
to have proceeded) ; and that the 
foundation of a new ifland or vol- 
cano may have been laid, though it 
may be ages, which to nature are 
but moments, before it 1s completed, 
and appears above the furtace of the 
fea, Nature is ever active; but 
her actions are, in general, carried 
on fo very flowly, as fcarcely to be 
perceived by mortal eve, or recorded 
yn the very fhort fpace of what we 
call hiftory, let it be ever fo an- 
cient. Perhaps too, the whole de- 
firuction | have been defcribing may 
have proceeded fimply from the ex- 
halations of confined vapours, ge- 
nerated by the fermentation of fuch 
minerals as produce volcanoes, which 
have efcaped where they met with 
the lealt reliftance, and mutt natu- 
rally in a greater degree have af- 
fected the plain thun the high and 


OF THE BLACK CANKER CATERPILLAR. 


more folid grounds around it, Wh 
the account of the Royal : 
of Naples is publifhed, with ma 
plans, and drawings, of the mo 
{pots I have deferibed, this rude and 
unperfect account will, 1 flatter my. 
felf, be of ufe: without the help of 
plans and drawings you well knox 
Sir, the great dificulty there 18 
making one’s {clf intelligible on fuck 
a fubject. The inclofed letter, 
which I received whilit I was inCy 
labria Ultra, from the marquis Ip. 
polito, a gentleman of Catanzaro, 
and an able naturalilt, will give you 
the particulars of the phenomena 
that have been produced by the are 
earthquakes in Calabria Citra, my 
time haying permitted me to vift 
only a part of that province. | 
once more then crave your kind ins 
dulgence, and that of the members 
ot our refpectable fociety, if you 
think proper to communicate this 
hafty paper to them. 

¢* T have the honour to be, &c.” 


Academy 





ACCOUNT of the BLACK CANKER CATERPILLAR, which de- 
ftroys the TURNIPS in NORFOLK. By Witrram Marsaatt, 


Eiq.- 


In a Letter to CHar“tes Morton, M.D. }.R.9. 


| From the fame Volume j 


Cu ntom, near Aylfkam, Norfolk, 


stugs 22, 17382. 
STR, 


ee Few months after you did 

me the honour of prefeat- 
ing my Minutes of Agriculture to 
the Bnitifh Mufeum, I came down 
into Nortolk, as agent to Sir Har- 
bord Harbord. 

*¢ Toa perfon intelligent in matters 
of agriculture, it would be fuper- 
fluous to fay, that Norfolk is cele- 
brated for good hufbandmen; or 
that the turnip crop is the balis of 


the Norfolk hufbandry, If a Nor- 





folk farmer lofes his crop of turnips, 
his farm is injured for feveral fuc- 
ceeding years ; for it 1s not only the 
lofs of the immediate profit, which 
would otherwite have arifen to him 
from bis bullocks, but his land i 
deprived of the confequent manure 
and trampling (elteemed highly 
beneficial to the light lands o 
this county) on which his future 
crops of corn are efientially ec 
pendant. ai 
‘¢ Among the numerousencmiest? 
which turnips are liable, none Have 


‘ Le 
‘ed more fatal here taan "e 
provea miore fata Black 
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OF THE BLACK CANKER CATERPILLAR. 


Rieck Canker (a fpecies of cater- 
jjlar) which in fome years have 
been {0 numerous as to cut off the 
frmer’s hopes in a few days. In 
other vears, however, the damage 
has been little, and in others no- 
thifg. About twenty years ago the 
whole country was nearly itripped ; 
and this year it has been fubjected 
to afimilar tate. Many thoufands 
of acres, upon which a fairer prof- 

tfor a crop of turnips has not 
been feen for many years, have been 
plowed up 5 and as, from the feafon 
being now far ipent, little profit can 
be expected trom a fecond fowing ; 
the lofs to the farmers, individually, 
will be very conliderable, and to the 
county immente. 

“© Tt was obferved in the canker- 
year above mentioned, that, prior 
v0 the appearance of the caterpillars, 
great numbers of yellow flies were 
feen bufy among the turnip plants ; 
and it was then ftuipected, that the 
canker was the caterpillar ftate of 
the yellow fly ; and fince that time 
thas been remarked, that cankers 
have regularly followed the appear- 
ance of thefe flies. From their 
more frequently appearing on the 
fea-coatt, and from the vatt quanti- 
ties which have, | believe, at dif- 
ferent times, been obferved on the 
beach wafhed up by the tide, it has 
been a received opinion among the 
farmers, that they are not natives 
of this country, but come acrofs the 
ocean, and obfervations this year 
greatlycorroborate the idea. Fifher- 
men upon the eaftern coatt de- 
clare, that they actually faw them 
arrive in cloud-like flights; and 
from the teflimony of many, it 
feems to be an indifputable fact, that 
they firfl made their appearance on 
the eaflern coaft; and, moreover, 
that on their firit being obferved, 
the y lay upon and near the cliffs fo 
thick and fo languid, that they 
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might have beencolleéted into heaps, 
lying, it is faid, ia fome places two 
inches thick. From thence they 
proceeded into the country, and 
even at the diftance of three or four 
miles trom the coait they were feen 
in mulitudes refembling {warms of 
bees. About ten days after the ap- 
pearance of the flies, the young cu- 
terpillars were firft obferved on the 
under fides ot the leaves of the tur- 
nips, and in feven or cight days 
more, the entire plants, except the 
lironger fibres, were eaten up. A 
border under the hedge was regu- 
larty {pared until the body of the 
incloture was fimifled; but this 
done, the border was foon tripped, 
and the gateway, and even the roads 
have been feen covered with cater- 
pillars travelling in queft of a frefh 
iupply of turnips; for the grafles, 
and indeed every plant, except the 
turnip and the charlock (finapis ar- 
veniis) they entirely neglect, and 
even dic at their roots, without at- 
tempting to teed upon thein. This 
deitruction has not been confined 
within a few miles of the ecaftern 
coatt, but has reached, more or iefs, 
into the very centre of the county. 
The mifchief, however, in the weft- 
ern parts of Norfolk, and even on 
the north coztl, has been leis ge- 
neral; but I am afraid it may be 
faid, with a great deal of truth, 
that one halt of the turnips in the 
county have been cut off by this vo- 
racious animal, 

* A circumftance fo difcouraging 
to induliry, and injurious to the pub- 
lic at large, will, 1 flatter mytelf, 
Sir, be thought a fufficient apology 
for my troubling you with a relation 
of it, and for my taking the liberty 
of fending you a male and a female 
fi, alfo one of the animals in its 
caterpillar, and one which is in its 
chryfalis flate, for your infpection, 
hoping that the public may become 

acquainted 
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acquainted with the means of pre- 
venting in future fo great a cala- 
mity. 

‘¢ Left the flies may become dis+ 
figured in travelling, it may be pru- 
dent to fay, that their wings are 
four ; that their antennz are club- 
bed, and about one-third of the 
length of their body, each being 
compofed of nine joints, namely, 
two next the head, above whichtwo 
there is a joint fomewhat longer than 
the reft, and above this fix more 
joints, fimilar to the two below ; 
that near the point of the tail of the 
temale there is a black fpeck, out- 
wardly fringed with hair; but which, 
opening longitudinally, appears to 
be the end of a cale, containing a 
delicate point or fling (about one- 
twentieth cf an inch in length) 
which on a curfory view appears to 
be a limple lanceolated inttrument, 
with a flrong line patling down the 
middle, and ferrated at its edges ; 
but, on a clofer infpection, and by 
agitating it ftronely with the point 
ot a necdle, it feparates into three 
one-edged infiruments, hanger-like 
as to their general form, with a 
fpiral line or wrinkle winding from 
the point to the bafe, making ten or 
twelve revolutions, which line, paff- 
ing over their edges, gives them 
fome appearance of being ferrated. 

«¢ By the helpot thefe initruments, 
I apprehend, the female depofits her 
eggs in the edge of the turnip-leaf 
(or fometimes, perhaps, in the 
nerves or ribs on the under furface 
of the leaf): thus far I can fay, 
and I think with a confiderable de- 
eree of certainty, that having put 
fome frefh turnip leaves into a glafs 
containing feveral of the male and 
female flies, 1 perceived (by the 
means of a fimple magnifier) that 
one of the females, after examining 
attentively the edge of the leaf, and 
finding a part which appeared to me 


to have been bitten, unfheathed e+ 
inftrumeénts, infinuated them inte 
the edge of the leaf, and hay; 
forced them afunder fo as to open 
a pipe or channel between them 
placed her pubes (the fituation of 
which from repeated and almoft in. 
ceffant copulations I had been abie 
to afcertain precifely, and to the 
lower part of which thefe ingry. 
ments feem to be fixed) to the ori. 
fice, and having remained a few 
feconds in that pofture, deliberately 
drew out the inftruments (which the 
tranfparency of the leaf held againit 
a itrong light afforded me an oppor. 
tunity of fecing very plainly) and 
procecded to fearch tor another cons 
venient place for her purpofe, 

‘* "The caterpillar has twenty feet 
(fix of its legs being of confiderable 
length, the other fourteen very 
fhort) and in its firit ttage is of a 
jetty black, {mooth as to a privation 
of hair, but covered with mnumer- 
able wrinkles. Having acquired its 
tull fize, it fixes its hinder parts 
firmly to the leaf of a turnip, or 
any other fubftance, and breaking 
its outer coat or flough near the 
head, crawls out, leaving the fkin 
fixed to the leaf, &c. ‘The under 
coat, which it now appears in, 38 
of a blucifh or lead colour, and the 
caterpillar is evidently diminifhed in 
its fize. In every refpect it is the 
fame animal as before, and contt- 
nues to feed on the turnips for fome 
days longer: it then entirely leaves 
off eating, and becomes covered with 
a dewy moitture, which feems © 
exfude from it in great abundance, 
and appearing to be of a glutinous 
nature, retains any loofe or pliant 
fubftance which happens to come 
contact with it, and by this means 
alone feems to form its chryfalis 
coat. One I found laid up in the 
fold of a withcred turnip leaf (that 
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HALLER’s SYSTEM OF PHYSIOLOGY. 


I 4 . 
formed by putting common garden 


mould to them while they were in 
the exfudatory ftate above defcribed. 

« From the generic characters of 
the fly I conclude it to be a ten- 
thredo of Hill; but whether that 
yoluminous author be fufhciently ac- 
curate; or Whether, from being an 
almott entire {tranger to natural hi- 
fory, I may, or may not, fufh- 
ciently underitand my book, I mutt 
beg leave to fubmit to your fupe- 
rior knowledge of the fubject. 

“ Jam endeavouring to extend my 


‘ar you) was, among fix others, 
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obfervations on thefe infects, and 
am making fome experiments cone 
cerning them, the refult of which 
I fhould be extremely happy in be- 
ing permitted to communicate to 
you ; and it may be proper to add 
here, that I thould not have taken 
the liberty of troubling you prema- 
turely with this letter, had I not 
luckily met with an opportunity of 
procuring fome live flies (which are 
now become very fearce ); and I 
flatter myfelf they will come to 
your hands in a perfeéct ttare. 

‘+ Tam, with the greateit refpect, &c.”” 
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ACCOUNT of Baron HALLER’s SYSTEM of PHYSIOLOGY. 


[From Mr. Wuite’s Memoirs of ALsert De Hatcer.] 


© WN this work all the parts of the 
human body are deicribed ; we 
have there an opportunity of ex- 
amining the opinions which have 
been recommended, or at leaft ad- 
vanced, by celebrated authors, who 
have attributed different ufes to the 
fame parts. M. de Haller did not 
always decide between thefe opi- 
nions; fometimes he proved that 
they ought all to be rejected. No- 
thing of importance that had been 
previoufly publifhed, efcaped his 
oblervation, and he almoft uniform- 
ly added remarks ef his own to the 
lntellawence he had obtained from 
books. 
_ “ We fliall not here enter into the 
immenfe detail of errors which Hal- 
ler has dettroyed in phyfiology ; of 
new facts which he has added; of 
the lagenious and deep views which 
he has opened; of the doubrs he 
has cleared up, or of the theories 
he has perfeéted or reformed : this 
would be to copy the whole of his 
work. We fhall confine ourfelves 
chietly to thofe fubjeéts, on which 
1733. 


he has drawn every thing from his 
own proper fountain, viz, genera- 
tion, the formation of the bones, 
and irritability. 

** Hisnumerous experiments which 
have generation for their object 
were made on birds. The tacility 
of examining their eggs, at almott 
all hours of their incubation, pre- 
fented him with advantages which 
he could not have found, had he 
made his inquiries on any other 
kind of animals. He traced the 
formation of the chicken, from the 
inftant in which the firft change in 
the egg is perceived, and the vital 
fpeck begins to dilate, to that when 
the little animal quits the fhell in 
which it has been formed. He faw, 
if we may ute the expreffion, the 
organs fucceflively {pring up befure 
his eyes, acquire life and motion ; 
faw them transformed and per feét- 
ed; affume the feveral difpofitions 
allotted to them in the animal; and 
beheld the arreries and veins unfold 
themfelves. The vefle!s of the grow- 
ing chicken are confufed and forin a 

K conti~ 
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continuity with thofe of the yolk of 
the egg ; and as thefe veffels of the 
yolk are obfervable in eggs which 
are Uoimpregnated, M. de Haller 
thought himfelf warranted to con- 
clude that the chicken exilled ready 
formed in the egy, previoufly to its 
impregnation. He was equally af- 
fured that the foetus is alfo wholly 
formed in the females of oviparous 
animals ; and he regarded this ob- 
fervation as a conclufive proof in 
favour of the fyftem of the fuccet- 
five developement of germs. He 
however, perhaps, regarded it as a 
mere probability; and would not 
have divefted himfelt of that wif- 
dom which rendered him inacceffi- 
ble to the fpirit of fyfiem, ir he had 
not been infpired with a fecret pro- 
penafity to this opinion, by reafons 
of a different kind. 

*¢ He apprehended thatthe produc- 
tion of an animal, by means purely 
mechanical, would deitroy one of 
the proofs of the dottrine of provi- 
dence. But is it not fufficient for 
thofe who fearch, in nature, for 
proofs of this doctrine, that the 
phenomena are regulated by certain 
laws, whatever thefe laws may be? 
Is not the cryitallifation or a falt, 
which coniftantly aflumes the fame 
form, a phenomenon as admirable 
as that of the generation ef animals? 
In fhort, the laws which act upon 
matter, being equally conftant, and 
the phenomena refulting from them 
uniformly offering the jame regu- 
larity, whatever fyitem we employ 
to explain them, is it not inthe wil- 
dom and goodnefs which the whole 
of thefe phenomena announce, and 
not in the nature of the powers they 
produce, that we ought to look fo r 
— of the exittence of a fuperior 

eing ? 

‘* ft may appear more fingular that 
M. de Haller fhould believe religion 
or morality to be intercited in the 
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HALLER’s SYSTEM OF PHISIOLOGY. 


opinions of philofophers, concern. 
ing the formation of organifed be. 
ings, as he had atracked, in his dif. 
fertation on montlets, the identical 
metaphyfical reafonings, which he 
has fince employed in tavour of the 
developement of germs; and he 
himfelt had proved, as we fhal) 
prefently relate, that the repofe 0: 
a philofopher may be difturbed by 
thefe trivial charges, which are 0’ 
ten too wantonly made and eajily 
admitted, 
** Intheexperiments on offification, 
M. de Haller traces the progres ot 
the growth and folidity of the bones 
In OVviparous anima!s. He then ex. 
amines the formation of a callus ig 
the bones of adult animals, He 
thought he had difcovered, in his 
experiments, that the bones are, at 
firti, a jelly of a thin confittence, 
burt organtied and tormed of veflels, 
originally imperceptible to the fight, 
as being traniparent and filled with 
a colourleis liquid. This jelly at. 
terwards aflumes a more folid form: 
the vetiels become vifible, and it at 
lait oflifes, by the blood ot the ar- 
terics, which pafs through it, ce. 
pofitine im it an earthy matter, 
According to his opinion, the peti: 
oficum contributes nothing to oiltfi- 
cation, becaufe it has a diferent or- 
ganifation from that of the bones; 
tecaufe fome bones have no per 
ofteum, and this membrane is Co 
vered by callufies or ofieous pro 
ductions ; and laftly, becaufe in a 
foctus, the bones, at the time they 
become folid, have no adhefion to 
the periofteum. - 
© ‘Thefe opinions of Haller differ 
from thofe of Duhamel, who ¢x- 
plains the formation of the bones by 
{uppofing a fucceffive offification ot 
the membranes of the perioiteum. 
Indeed fome of M. de Haller's et 
periments would appear difheult o 
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CULTIVATION OF PEPPER IN SUMATRA. 


theory of M. Duhamel. Nor is it 
lefs difficult to account, On Haller’s 
fyitem, for the formation ot bony 
jamina, and efpecially for the alter- 
pate red and white ftrata, which are 
obferved in the bones of animals 
fed, fometimes with their common 
fuod, and fometimes with the fame 
food mixed with madder; fo that 
thefe two opinions, both or which 
are founded on experiments, and ad- 
vanced by philofophers dittinguifhed 
for their averfion to fvitematic ideas, 
have divided, and ftill continue to 
divide, phyfiologiits. 

“ By irritability, M. de Haller 
means, that property, which cer- 
tain parts of living bodies poflets, 
of contracting when wounded, or 
even when tonched, independently of 
the will of the animal that is the 
fubject of the expertment, and with- 
out its feeling any pain. A pro- 
perty, which plants feem alfo to 
partake, and which being dillinét 
trom fenfibility, does not depend 
on the fame organs. He endea- 
yours to prove, that irretability re- 
fides exclufively in the mufcular 
bres, and fenfibility in the nerves: 
he demonftrates how, in the dif- 
fereat parts of the body, almott all 
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of which are mixed with mufelcs 
and nerves, the ferfibility, they 
fhew, depends on the nerves, and 
their irntability on the mufcles ; 
that thofe parts which are dettitute 
of mufcles are not irritable, and 
thofe that are deititute of nerves are 
not fenfible; that if the nerves be 
divided, which unite any part to the 
brain, the fenfibility of the part 
will be loft, while its irritability 
will remain. The nerve, when fe- 
parated from the brain, ceafes to 
contrat: it only preferves an ap- 
pearance of motion, becaufe it may 
ferve as a foreign body to excite ir- 
ritability in the mufcle to which it 
belongs. On the contrary, a mut- 
cle, though feparated from the liv- 
ing body, {till retains figns of irri- 
tability ; but the power of it is di- 
minifhed, and ceafes in a very fhore 
time. He cautions againtt con- 
founding irritability with elatticity, 
which is a property purely mecha- 
nical, and teaches to dittinguifh the 
motions which irritability produces, 
from thofe merely chemical changes 
which the application of cauthes 
induces in all the foft parts of or- 
ganifed bodies.” 





ACCOUNT of the CULTIVATION of PEPPER in SUMATRA. 


[From Mr. Marspen’s Hiftory of Sumatra.] 


" I’; the cultivation of pepper, the 

firft circumflance that claims 
attention, and on which indeed the 
whole depends, is the choice of pro- 
per ground. The experiments hi- 
therto made by Europeans, have 
not been fufficiently accurate, to de- 
termine the particular foil that fuits 
it belt; but it appears to thrive with 
nearly equal vigour in all the dif- 
ferent kinds, between the two ex- 


tremes; of fand, which prevails 
through the low country near the 
fea coait; and of the barren, yel- 
low clay, of which is formed the 
greater part of the rifing grounds, 
as they approach the hills. The 
latter indeed, at greater or lefs 
depth, conititutes generally the bafis 
even of the beit foils; but when 
covered by acoat of mould, not lefs 
than a foot deep, it is fufficiently 
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for every purpofe of this cultira- 
tion. The level ground, along the 
banks of rivers, if not fo low as to 
be flooded by the frefhes; or even 
then, if the water does not remain 
upon it above a day ; affords in ge- 
neral the moft eligible fpots, both 
in point of fertility, and the conve- 
nience of water carriage for the pro- 
duce. Declivities, unlefs very gen- 
tle, are to be avoided ; as the mould, 
loofened by culture, is liable in fuch 
fituations, to be {wept away by the 
heavy rains. Even plains, when 
covered by long grafs only, will not 
be found to antwer, without the af- 
fittance of the plough, and of ma- 
nure; their long expofure to the 
fun, exhaufting the tource of their 
fertility. How far the produce in 
general might be increafed by the 
introduction of thefe mprovements 
in agriculture, | cannot take upon 
metofay; but I fear, that from the 
natural indolence of the people, and 
their averfenefs from the butinefs of 
pepper planting, owing in great 
meafure to the fmall returns it 
yields them, they will never be pre- 
vailed upon to take more pains with 
it than they now do, The planter, 
therefore, depending more upon the 
natural quality of the foil, than on 
“any improvement it may receive 
from his labour, will find none to 
fuit his purpofe better than that co- 
vered with old woods ; whofe rotting 
trunks, and falling leaves, enfure to 
hima degree of fertility, fuperior 
io any that is likely to be given to 
other ground, by a people, with 
whom agriculture is in its infancy. 
Such fpors are generally chofen by 
the induitrious among them for their 
laddangs (paddee, or rice planta- 
tions); and though the labour that 
attends them is confiderable, and it 
nay be pretumed, that their fertility 
can fearcely be fo foon exhautfted, 
it is very feldom that they feek 
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from the fame ground, a fecond 
crop of grain, Allured by the cer. 
tainty of contiderable produce from 
a virgin toil, and having land for 
the mott part at will, they renew 
their labour annually, and defert the 
plantations of the preceding year, 
Such deferted plantations, however, 
are often favourable for Pepper gar. 
dens ; and young woods, of even 
three or four years growth (baloo. 
kar), frequently cover ground of 
this nature, equal to any that isto 
be met with. Upon the whole, 
where variety of fituations admits of 
choice, the preference is to be given 
to level grounds, moderately ele. 
vated, covered with wood, as near 
as may be to the banks of rivers or 
rivulets, and the furtace of whot 
foil 1s adark mould of proper depth, 
This 1s to be cleared as tor a lad. 
dang ; the underwood being firft cut 
down, and left fome days to wither, 
before the larger trees are felled, 
When completely dry, and after 
fome continuance of fair weather, 
the whole is burned; and if effec. 
tually done, little remains to render 
the {pot as clear as is requifite. 
The garden ground is then mark- 
ed out, in regular {quares of fix feet 
or five Malay covits, the intended 
diftance of the plants of which there 
are ufually a thoufand in each gar- 
den. The next bulinefs 1s to plant 
the chinkareens. ‘Thefe are to ferve 
as props to the pepper vines, (a 
the Romans planted elms for theit 
grapes), and are cuttings of a tree 
of that name, put in the ground fe- 
veral months before the pepper, that 
the fhoot may be {trong enough to 
fupport the plant, when it comes to 
twine round it. Sometimes te 
chirkareens are chofen fix feet long, 
and the viné is then planted the 
fame feafon, or as foon as the for- 
mer is fuppofed to have taken root: 


t . . . 
but the principal objections to this 
meth 
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method are, that in this flate, they 
ne very liable to fail, and require 
renewal, t the prejudice of the gar- 
den; that their thoots are not fo 
vigorous as thofe of the fhort cut- 
tings; and that they frequently 
crow crooked. The circumftances 
which render the chinkareen parti- 
cularly proper tor this purpote, are, 
its eafinefs and quickneis of growth ; 
and the little thors or tpines with 
which it is armed, enabling the vine 
more firmly to adhere to it. Some, 
however, prefer the bitter chinka- 
seen, (with a brownifh red flower), 
though {mooth, to the prickly (bear- 
ing a white), becaufe the elephant, 
which often proves deftructive to 
the gardens, avoids the former, on 
account of its difagreeable taite, 
though it is not deterred by the 
fpines, from devouring the other 
fpecies. Thefe, however, are more 
enerally in ule. 

“ When the chinkareen has been 
fome months planted, the moft pro- 
mifing, perpendicular fhoot, is to 
be referved for growth, and the rett 
to be lopped off; and when it has 
attained to the height of two, or at 
moit, two fathoms and a half, it is 
to be headed or topped >; ho tarther 
height being required. 

** Tt has been often doubted, whe- 
ther the growth and produce of the 
pepper vine, is not confiderably in- 
jured by the chinkareen, which mutt 
rob it of its proper nourifhment, by 
exhaufting the earth. On this prin- 
ciple, the vine, in other of the eaft- 
em iflands, and particularly at Bor- 
neo Proper, is fupported by poles, 
that do not vegetate, as are hops in 
England. Yet it is by no means 
clear to me, that the Sumatran me- 
thod is fo difadvantageous as it may 
leem. By reafon of the pepper vine 
falling many years, whil{t the poles, 
expofed to the fun and rain, and 
loaded with a confiderable weight, 
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cannot be fuppofed to lat above 
two feafons, there muft be a fre- 
quent fhifting; which, notwithftand. 
ing the utmoft care, muft tear the 
plants, and often deftroy them. Be- 
fides, 1t may perhaps be the cafe, 
that the fhelter from the violent rays 
of the fun, afforded by the branches 
of the chinkareen, to the plants ; 
and which, during the dry mon- 
foon, is of tl:e utmoft confequence, 
may go near to counterbalance the. 
injury occationed by their roots : 
not to infift on the opinion of a ce- 
lebrated writer, that trees, acting as 
fyphons, derive from the air, and 
tranimit to the earth, as much of 
the principle of vegetation, as are 
expended in their nourifhment, I 
believe it is not obferved, that 
ground, covered with large trees, or 
other perennia!s, is much impo- 
verifhed by them ; which perhaps 
may only be the cafe with annuals, 
Of this, however, I dé not pretend 
to judge. 

‘© The chinkareens are planted 
one fathom, or one fathom and a 
quarter afunder, that they may not 
impede cach other’s growth, or keep 
too much of the air from the vines. 
The boughs are carefully lopt from 
the flem, and the top cut in fuch a 
manner, as to make it fpread in an 
umbell, for the purpofe of more ef- 
feétually fhading the garden. ‘The 
proper feafon for lopping them, is 
during the rainy months, or Noe 
vember, December, and January, 
which, befide the view to their fhoot- 
ing forth again towards the dry fea- 
fon, prevents the plants from being 
injured by the dropping from the 
branches. Great affiduity is require 
ed of the planters, to keep the 
gardens from being over-run with 
weeds and fhrubs, which would foon 
choke the plants. Thefe they re- 
move with prang (bill) and hoe; 
taking care not to injure the roots 
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of the pepper; yet, in the hot 
months of June, July, and Auguft, 
they fufler the ground to remain co- 
vered with lallang (long grafs}, as 
jt contributes to miugate the effects 
of the violent heat upon the earth, 
and prelerves the dews, that at this 
time fall copioufly, a longer time on 
the ground ; which tends much to 
encourage the growth of the young 
vines, and thofe newly turned down. 

** The plants of the pepper are 
moft commonly taken from the 
foots that run along the earth, from 
the foot of an old vine; and as 
thefe, from almoft every knot or 
joint, {trike roots into the ground, 
and fhoot up perpendicularly, a fin- 
gle joint, in this ilate, is a fufh- 
cient plant for propagation. It re- 
quires at fir fome little aififtance, 
to train it to the chinkarcen ; but it 
will fon fecure its hold, by the fibres 
that fpread from the joints of its 
ftem and branches, 

‘s Two vines are ufually planted 
to one chinkareen. Thefe are tuf- 
fered to grow for three years, with 
only a little occafional attenuon ; by 
Which time they attain, according 
as tue foil is fertile, the height of 
eight to twelve fect, and begin to 
fhew their fruit. Then the opera- 
tion of turning down, 1s performed ; 
for which, moderate rainy weather 
is neceflary. They are cut of a- 
bout three tect from the ground, and 
being loofened fiom the prop, are 
bent into the earth, 1 fuch a man- 
ner, that the upper end returns to 
the roots; the vine lying horizon- 
tally, and forming a kind of circle. 
This, by laying as it were a new 
foundation, is {uppofed to give freth 
vigour to the — and they bear 
plentifully the enfuing feafon ; 
whereas, if permitted to run up in 
the natural way, they would ex- 
hauft themfelves in leaves, and pro- 
duce but little fruit. The garden 


fhould be turned down at the 
feafon when the clufters begin to 
ripen ; and there is {uid to bea great 
nicety in hitting the exact time: for 
if it be done too foon, the vialin 
fometimes co not bear for three 
years aiterwards, like freth plants. 
and on the other hand alfo, the 10. 
duce is retarded, when they omit to 
turn them down till after the fruit 
is gathered ; which, avarice of pre. 
fent, at the expence of future ad. 
vantage, fometimes inclines them to, 
It is not very material how many 
{tems the vine may have, in its firit 
growth, but after turning down, 
two only, (or if very firong, one) 
mutt be fuffered to rife, and cling to 
the chinkareen: more are fuper- 
fluous, and only weaken the whole. 
The furplus number may, however, 
be advantageoully ufed, by being 
cut off at the root, on turning down, 
and tranfplanted either to the chin- 
kareens, whofe vines have failed, or 
to others, increafing the garden. 
With thefe offsets, whole gardens 
may be at once planted, and the 
{tem thus removed will bear a 
foon, or nearly fo, as that fromwhich 
it has been taken. The chinkareen 
intended to receive them mutt, of 
courfe, be proportionably large. 
Where the plants or offsets of this 
kind (called lado angore), can be 
procured in plenty, trom gardens 
that are turning down, they are 
fometimes planted of the full fize, 
two fathoms ; bywhich means, fruit 
may be obtained, at fartheft, by the 
fecond feafon. The luxuriant fide- 
fhoots from the vines, are to be 
plucked off; as well as thofe that 
creep along the ground, unlefs where 
they may be required for plants; 
and if the head of the vine becomes 
too buthy, it mutt be pruned away. 
‘¢ Befides the method already de» 
feribed, of turning down vines, the 


, + ¢ 
planters fometimes practice the fol 
lowing: 


th 








rowing. ‘The original vine, when 
cut fort, is not bent into the earth, 
but two or three of the belt fhoots 
from it are turned down, and let to 
fring up at fome diftance ; being 
jill brought back, and trained to 
the fame chinkareen. By this means 
the nourifhment is collected from a 
more exteniive circuit of earth. 
Sometimes the gardens are fuffered 
to grow without turning down at all; 
put as the produce is fuppofed to be 
confiderably injured by the neglect, 
and doubtlefs with reafon, the con- 
trary is enjotned by the ftriteft or- 
ders. 

« When the vines originally 
planted to any of the chinkareens, 
are obferved to fail or milfs, inftead 
of replacing them with new plants, 
they conduct one of the fhoots, or 
fuccours, from a neighbouring vine, 
tothe {pot, through a trench made 
inthe ground, and there fuffer it to 
rife up anew ; often at the diftance 
of twelve or fourteen feet from the 
parent ftock, 

‘¢ This practice of turning down 
the vines, which appears very fin- 
gular, and certainly contributes to 
the duration, as well as ttrength of 
the plant, yet probably may a- 
mount to nothing more than a fub- 
itute for tranfplantation. ‘The 
people of Europe obferving that 
plants often fail to thrive, when 
permitted to grow up in the fame 
beds where they were firft fet, found 
it expedient to remove them, at a 
certain period of their growth, to 
trefh fituations. The Sumatrans ob- 
ferving the fame failure, in the firft 
cafe, had recourfe to the fame alter- 
native ; but effected it in a different, 
and perhaps more advantageous 
mode. Irfhould be remarked that 


attempts have been made to propa- 
gate the pepper by cuttings, or lay- 
ers, called charrang, inftead of the 
wlual method ; which at firft feemed 
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to promife great fuccefS; but it was 
found that thefe did not continue to 
bear for an equal number of years; 
which was a powerful argument for 
difcontinuing the experiment. 

‘© The vines, as has been ob. 
ferved, generally begin to bear in 
three vears from the time of plant- 
ing; but their produce is retarded 
for one, or perhaps two years, by 
the procefs of turning them down. 
This afterwards continues to increafe 
till the feventh or eighth year, when 
the garden is efteemed in prime ; 
and thar {tate it maintains, accord- 
ing to the ¢oodnefs of the foil, for 
one, two or three years, when it 
gradually declines, till it grows too 
old to bear. Fruit has been gathered 
from fome at the age of twenty 
years; but fuch inftances are very 
uncoinmon. 

‘+ A man and woman, if indaf- 
trious, may with eafe look after a 
garden of a thoufand vines ; befides 
railing paddee fufficient for their 
fubfiftence: or one hard-workin 
man can perform it. In order to 
lighten the taik, a crop of grain is 
commonly, and may without detri- 
ment, be raifed from the garden 
ground in the firlt feafon. When 
cleared, juft before they fow the 
paddee, the fhort chinkareens are to 
be planted; and when it is reaped, 
and the ftalks of it cleared away, 
thefe are of proper age to receive 
the vines. By thus uniting the ob- 
jects of hisculture, the planter may 
have a garden formed, without any 
other, (for a feafon) than the ufual 
labour neceffary for railing provi- 
fions for his family. 

‘* The pepper gardens are plant- 
ed in even rows, running parallel 
and at right angles with each other, 
Their appearance is very beautiful, 
and rendered more ftriking by the 
contraft they exhibit to the wild 
fcenes of nature which furround 
A 4 them. 
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them. In highly cultivated coun- 
tries, fuch as England, where land- 
ed property is all lined out, and 
bounded and interfected with walls 
and hedges, we endeavour to give 
our gardens and pleafure grounds the 
charm of variety and novelty, by 
imitating the wildneffes of nature 
jn ftudied irregularities. Winding 
walks, hanging woods, craggy rocks, 
falls of water, are all looked upon 
as improvements; and the ftately 
avenues, the canals, and lawns of 
our anceftors, which afforded the 
beauty of contraft, in ruder times, 
are now exploded. Thefe ditterent 
taftes are not merely the effect of 
caprice, nor entirely of refinement, 
but refult from the change of cir- 
cumnftances. A man who fhould at- 
tempt on Sumatra, the modern, or 
irregular ttyle of laying out grounds, 
would attract but little attention, as 
the unimproved fcenes, adjoining on 
every fide, would probably eclipfe 
his labours. Could he, on the con- 
trary, raife up, amidit thefe magni- 
ficent wilds, one of the antiquated 
parterres, with its canals and foun- 
tains, whofe fymmetry he has learn- 
ed to defpife, his work would pro- 
duce admiration and delight. A 
pepper garden cultivated in Eng- 
Jand, would not, in point of exter- 
nal appearance, be confidered as an 
object of extraordinary beauty, and 
would be particularly found fault 
with fu: its uniformity ; yet, in Su- 
matra, I never entered one, after 
travelling many miles, as is ufually 
the cafe, through the woods, that 
J did not find myfelf affected with a 
ftrong fenfation of pleafure. Per- 
haps the fimple view of human in- 
duftry, fo fcantily prefented in that 
ifland, might contribute to this pleg- 
fure, by awakening thofe focial feel- 
ings that nature has infpired us with, 
and which make our breafts glow on 
the perception of whatever jndicates 
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the happinefs of our fellow 
tures, 

** Once in every year, a furye 
of all the pepper plantations js taken 
by the company’s European fervants 
refident at the various {ctt!e , 
in the neighbourhood of which thar 
article is cultivated. The number 
of vines in each particular garden jg 
counted ; accurate obfervation is 
made of its ftate and condition; oy. 
ders are given, where neceflary, for 
farther care, for completion of fli. 
pulated quantity, renewals, changes 
of fituation for better {cil ; and re. 
wards and punifhments are diff. 
buted tothe planters, as they appear, 
from the degree of their indutiry of 
remifinefs, deferving of either. Me. 
morandums of all thefe are noted in 
the furvey-book, which, befide giv. 
ing prefent information to the chief, 
and to the governor and council, to 
whom a copy is tran{mitted, ferves 
as a guide and check for the furvey 
of the fucceeding year, An ab- 
{tract of the form of the book is as 
follows. It is divided into fundry 
columns, containing the name of the 
village; the names of the planters; 
the number of chinkareens planted ; 
the number of vines juit planted; 
of young vines, not in a beanng 
ftate, three claifes or years ; of young 
vines not in a bearing ftate, three 
claffes ; of vines in prime ; of thofe 
on decline; of thoie that are old, 
but ftill productive ; the total num- 
ber ; and lafily, the quantity of pep- 
per received during the year. A 
{pace is left for occafional remarks, 
and at the conclufion is fubjoined 4 
comparifon of the total of each co- 
lumn, for the whole diftrict or re 
fidency, with thofe of the prececing 
year, This bufinefs, the reader will 
perceive to be attended with con- 
fiderable trouble, exclufive of the 
a€tual fatigue of the furveys, which 


from the-nature of the country, me 


“Clea. 


ments, 


pece 
ac 
fuct 


thar 
mur 


gin 
the 
cer! 
mi! 
unt 
jn 


pi 


att: 
ord 
bes 


for 
de 
to 
on 
1s 
fea 
ot 


: 


—_na—_ ee ase om Oo FO CO fee 


os 





CULTIVATION OF PEPPER IN SUMATRA. 


secefftarily be performed on foot, in 
3 climate not very favourable to 
fych exertions, ‘ihe journeys in 
few places can be pertormed in lefs 
than a month, and oftea requue a 

+h lonyer ume. : 

Orie habitants, by the ori- 

‘nal contracts of the head men with 
the company, are obliged to plant a 
certain number of vines: cach ta- 
mily one thoufand, and each young 
unmarried man, five hundred; and 
in order to keep up the fucceflion of 
produce, fo foon as their gardens 
attain to their prime ftare, they are 
ordered to prepare others, that may 
begin to bear, as the old ones fall 
of; but as this can feldom be en- 
forced, till the decline becomes evi- 
dent, and as young gardens are liable 
to various accidents, which older 
ones are exempt from, the fuccetfion 
is rendered incomplete, and the con- 
fequence is, that the annval produce 
of each diftrict fluctuates, and ts 
greater or lefs, in the proportion of 
the quantity of bearing vines to the 
whole number. ‘To enter minutely 
into the detail of this bufinefs, will 
not afford much information or en- 
tertainment to the generality of 
readers, who will however be fur- 
prifed to hear that pepper planting, 
though fearcely an art, fo little {kill 
appears to be employed in its cul- 
tivation, is neverthelefs a very ab- 
trufe fcience, The profoundeft in- 
velligations of very able heads have 
been beftowed on this fubject, which 
took their rife from the cenfures na- 
turally expreffed by the directors at 
home to the fervants abroad, for a 
fuppofed mifinanagement, when the 
luveftment, as it is termed, of pep- 
per, decreafed in compatifon with 
preceding years, and which the un- 
favourablenefs of feafons did not by 
any means account for fatisfactorily. 
To obviate fuch charges, it became 
pecellary for the gentlemen who fu- 
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perirtended the bufiaefs, to pay at- 
tention to, and explain the efficient 
caufes which unavoidably occafioned 
this fluctuation, and to eflablith ge~ 
neral principles of calculation, by 
which to determine at any time the 
probable future produce of the dif- 
terent refidencies. Thefe will de. 
pend upon a knowledge of the me- 
dium produce of a determinate num- 
ber of vines, and the medium num. 
ber to which this produce is to be 
applied; both of which are to be 
aicertained only from a comprehen- 
five view of the fubject, and a nice 
difcrimination. Nothing general 
can be determined from detached 
inftances. It is not the produce of 
one particular plantation, in one 
particular flsge of bearing, and in 
one particular feafon; but the mean 
produce of all the various clafies of 
bearing vines collectively, drawa 
from the experience of feveral years, 
that can alone be depended on ia 
calculations of this nature. So ia 
regard to the medium number of 
vines prefumed to exift at any re- 
fidency in a future year, to which 
the medium produce of a certain 
number, one thoufand for inflance, 
is to be applied, the quantity of 
young vines of the firft, fecond and 
third year, muft not be indifcrimi- 
nately advanced, in their whole ex. 
tent, to the next annual flage, but 
a judicious allowance, founded on 
experience mutt be made, for the 
accidents to which, in fpite of a 
refident’s utmoft care, they will be 
expofed. Some are loft by negleé& 
or death of the owner ; fome are de- 
ftroyed by inundations, others b 
elephants and wild buflaloes, and 
fome by unfavourable feafons ; and 
from thefe feveral confiderations, 
the number of vines will ever be 
found confiderably decreafed, by 
the time they have arrived at a bear- 
ing ftate. Another important ob- 
ject 
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jet of confideration, in thefe mat- 
ters, is the comparative flate of a re- 
fidency at any particular period, with 
what may be juftly contidered as its 

medium ftate. There muft exift a 
determinate proportion, between any 
number of bearing vines, and fach 
a nusnber of young as are neceflary 
to replace them when they go off and 
keep up a regular fuccetfion. This 
will depend in general upon the 
length of time before they reach a 
bearing ftate, and during which they 
afterwards continue in it. If this cer- 
tain proportion happens at any time 
to be difturbed, the produce muft 
become irregular. ‘Thus, if at any 
period, the number of bearing vines 
fhall be found to exceed their juft 
proportion to the total number, the 
produce, at fuch period, is to be 
confidered as above the mean, anda 
fubfequent decreafe may be with cer- 
tainty predicted, and vice verfa. If 
then this proportion can be known, 
and the ftate of population in a refi- 
dency afcertained, it becomes eafy 
to determine the true medium num- 
ber of bearing vines in that refiden- 
cy. 

There are, agreeably to the form 
of the furvey-book, eleven ftages 
or claffés of vines, cach advanced 
one year. Of thefe clafles, fix are 
bearing, and five young. If there- 
fore the gardens were not liable to 
accidents, but pafled on from co- 
tumn to column undiminifhed, the 
true proportion of the bearing vines 
to the young, would be ‘as fix to 
five, or to the total, as fix to cleven. 
But the various contingencies above 
hinted at, muft tend to reduce this 
proportion ; while on the other 

and, if any of the gardens fhould 
continue longer than is neceffary to 
pafs through all the ftages on the 
furvey-book, or fhould remain more 
than one year ina prime ftare, thefe 
circumftances would tend to increafe 
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the proportion. What then is ths 
true medium proportion, cai opiy 
be determined from cxperience, and 
by comparing the ttate ofa refideney 
at various fucccffive periods, In 
order to afcertain' this point, a 
ingenious gentleman, and able fer. 
vant of the Eatt India company ; 
to whom I am indebted for the mos 
part of what I have laid before the 
reader on this fubje@t; drew out, in 
the year 1777, a general compara- 
tive view of Manna refidency, from 
the furveys of twelve years, annex 
ing the produce of each year, From 
the ftatement it appeared, that the 
proportion of the bearing vines to 
the whole number, in that diftnd, 
was no more than 5,1 tort, it- 
ftead of 6 to 11, which would he 
the proportion if not reduced by ac- 
cidents: and farther, that when 
the whole | of the twelve 
years was diffufed over the whole 
number of bearing vines during that 
period, the produce of one thov- 
and vines came out to be four hun- 
dred and fifty-three pounds, which 
muft therefore be eftimated as the 
medium produce of that refidency. 
The fame principle of calculation 
beiny applied to the other refiden- 
cies, it appeared, thatthe meang- 
nual produce of one thoufand vines, 
in all the various ftages of bearing, 
tuken collectively throughout the 
country, deduced from the experi 
ence of twelve years, was four bun- 
dred and four pounds. It likewife 
became evident from the ftatements 
drawn out by that gentleman, that 
the medium annual produce of the 
company’s fettlements on the wei 
coaft of Sumatra, ought to be efti- 
mated at twelve hundred tons, ot 
fixteen hundred weight ; which 
corroborated by an average of the 
actual receipts for any con de 
number of years,” 
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INT of Monf. De St. FOND’s DESCRIPTION of EXPER. 


MENTS made by the AEROSTATIC MACHINE, 


{From the Appendix to the fixty-ninth Volume of the Montuary 
Review.] 


6 E avail ourfelves of the op- 

portunity of this recent 
publi¢ation, to lay before our rea- 
ders a brief hiftorical account of 
the very interefling difcovery which 
has of late attracted the notice of the 
whole philofophical world; and 
which our fanguine neighbours did 
not fcruple, at the very Eft, to dig- 
nity with the name of Aerial Na- 
vigation. 

* Although the author of this 
book be known to have warmly ef- 
poufed the party of Montgolfier, in 
oppofition to that of Charles (for 
there are parties even concerning 
balloons), yet his reputation, as a 
man of learning and veracity, is 
fufficiently eftablifhed, and the facts 
he here alleges are in general, as we 
have had opportunities to afcertain 

collateral evidence, ftated with 

ficient accuracy to juftify us in 

taking him for our guide in this na- 
fative. 

“ The preface contains a fhort 
furvey of what projects have for- 
merly been fuggefted for the pur- 
pofe of floating heavy bodies in the 
atmofphere ; the principal ef which 
are thofe of Lana, a Jefuit of Bref- 
cia, andof Galien, a Dominican of 
Avignon, both which however were, 
Upon well-eftablifhed principles, 
found by theory to be impoflible in 
theexecution. Due honour is paid 
to Mr. Cavallo of London, who, 
in. 1782, feemingly with a view to 
this difcovery, tried to fill bags of 
paper and bladders with inflammable 
air; but failed in his attempts, by 
the ey 90 scan permeability of pa~ 
per to inflammable air, and the too 


preat proportional weight of the 





common fized bladders. Had he 
then thought of employing gummed 
filk, or gold-beater’s fkin, he pro- 
bably would have plucked the very 
laurels that now a the brows of 
Montgolfier and Charles. 

‘** J, The honour of the difco- 
very is certainly due to the bro- 
thers Stephen and Jofeph Mont- 
golfier, proprietors of a confiderable 
paper manufacture at Annonay, @ 
town in the Vivarais, about thirty-fix 
miles fouth of Lyons: and their in- 
vention is.the more to be admired, 
as it is not the effect of the late dif- 
covery of a permanent, elaftic fluid, 
lighter than the common air, but of 
properties of matter long known, 
and in the hands of the many acute 
philofophers of this and of the lat 
century. They conceived that the 
effect they looked for might be ob- 
tained by confining vapours lighter 
than the common air, in an invert- 
ed bag, or covering, fufficiently, 
compact to prevent their evapora- 
tion, and fo light, that when in- 
flated, its own weight, added to 
that of the inclofed vapour, might 
fall fomewhat fhort of the air which 
its bulk difplaces. , | 

*¢ On thefe principles, they pre- 
pared matters for an experiment. 
They formed a bag, or balloon, of 
linen cloth, lined with paper, near- 
ly fpherical, and meafuring about 
35 oo in diameter; its folid con- 
tents were about 22,000 cubic teer, 
a fpace nearly equal to that occu- 
pied by 1980lb. of common air, of 
a mean temperature, on the level 
of the fea.—The vapour, which, 
by conjecture, was about half as 
light as common air, weighed ggclb. 

The 
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The balloon, together with a wood- 
en frame fufpended to the bottom, 
which was to ferve as ballaft, weigh- 
ed ggolb. whence it appears sf 
the whole muft have been about 
soolb. lighter than an equal bulk 
of common air, This difference of 
fpecific gravity, by which thefe bo- 

ies are made to rife, we fhall 
henceforth, without warranting the 
propriety of the expreffion, call 
their power of afcenfion. 

‘* The sth of June 1783, was 
fixed on for the difplay of this fin- 
gular experiment. The ftates of 
Vivarais, who were then affembled 
at Annonay, were invited to the ex- 
hibition.—T he flaccid bag was fuf- 
pended on a pole 35 fect high; 
ftraw and chopped wool were burnt 
under the opening at the bottom ; 
the vapour, or rather fmoke, foon 
inflated the bag, fo as to diftend it 
in all its parts; and, on a fudden, 
this immenfe mafs afcended in the 
air with fuch a velocity, that in lefs 
than ten minutes it appeared to be 
about 1000 toifes above the heads of 
the fpectators. A breeze carried it 
about 1200 toifes from the fpot 
whence it departed; and then the 
vapour, either efcaping through 
fome loop-holes that had been acci- 
dentally left in the conftruétion, or 
being condenfed by the coldnefs of 
the circumambient air, the globe 
defcending gradually on a vineyard, 
with fo little preffure, that none of 
the ftakes were broken, and fcarce 
any of the branches of the vines 
bent. 

“II. The rumour of this fuc- 
cefeful experiment foon reached the 
mé¢tropolis, and roufed the emula- 
tion of the Parifian philofophers. 
Without waiting for particular in- 
ftruétions from the inventors, they 
concluded on a method of their own; 
and refolved, inftead of vapour to 
ufe inflammable air; the fpecific 


weight of which, when pure 
knew to be to that of common sir 
nearly as one to ten. 
_* The proces of producing this 
air being very expenfive, the author 
of the book now before us, fet on 
foot a fubfcription; and havin 
7: Ragas a fufficient fum, M. 
arles, profeflor of experimenta 
philofophy, and M. Robert, ni 
thematical inftrument-maker, were 
fet to work: and they conftruéted g 
globe of luteftring (tafferas), glazed 
over with elaftic gum diffolved in 
fome kind of fpirit or effential oil, 
After many difficulties and difap. 
pointments, which will ever attend 
firft effays, they fucceeded, in two 
days, to fill this globe with inflam 
mable air, produced from rocolb, 
of iron-filings and 498lb. of vitrio. 
lic acid, diluted in four times its 
ep! of water. This globe mea- 
ured 12 feet 2 inches in diameter, 
its folid contents were 943 feet 6 
lines cubic, and its power of afcen- 
fion was found equal to 35]b. 
“~The 27th of Auguft 1783, 
having been fixed on for the as 


bition of this experiment, the bal-* 


loon was conveyed, in’ the prectd- 
ing night, floating in the air, from 
a court near the Place des Victoires, 
where it had been conftruéted, to 
the Champ de Mars.—Our author 
indulges his lively imagination in @ 
lofty defcription of this notturnal 
proceffion, which, he fays, moved 
along in the dead of night, at- 
tended by a party of guards, with 
lighted torches, and feemed fo aw- 
ful, that the hackney-coachmen 
who happened to be in its way, def- 
cended from their feats, and devout- 
ly proftrated themfelves before the 
faptensrarst being that advanced in 
fuch folemn ftate 

“© The concourfe of people, o® 
foot and in carriages, was fo im- 
menfe in the Champ de Mam that 
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Slaree body of troops were drawn 
chal sateen ditturbances. At 
five o’clock in the afternoon, a fig- 
pal having been given by the firing 
of a mortar, the cords that confin- 
ed the globe were cut, and it rofe, 
in lefs than two minutes, toa height 
of near 500 toifes.—It there enter- 
edacloud, but foon appeared again, 
afcending to a much “ped height ; 
and at laft ic was loft among other 
clouds. 

«+ Our author juftly cenfures the 
conduét of this experiment; ob- 
ferving, that too much inflammable 
air, and that even fome common air 
had been introduced into the globe, 
which being clofed on all fides, left 
no room for the expanfion of this 
elaftic Quid when it fhould arrive to 
amore rarefied medium. We find, 
in fact, that it muft have burft in 
confequence of this expanfion ; 
fince, after having floated about 
three quarters of an hour, it fell in 
a field near Goneffe, a village about 
five leagués (15 miles) N. N. W. 
of the Champ de Mars. It muft 
be allowed, that the mere evapora- 
tion of the air could not well have 
been the caufe of its defcending fo 
foon. Many periodical papers have 
already entertained the public with 
ludicrous accounts of the aftonifh- 
ment of the peafants who found it, 
and of the rough treatment it re- 
ceived at their hands. 

“ JIT. It may eafily be imagined, 
that thefe brilliant fucceffes animat- 
ed the zeal of all the curious in the 
metropolis; and that many eflays 
Were made to repeat the fame ex- 
periments upon a fmaller  {fcale. 
Qur author, accordingly, in a third 
chapter, mentions a number of thefe 
fecondary attempts; upon which 
We fhali dwell no longer, than only 
to obferve, thatthey fucceeded with 
globes made of gold-beaters kin, 


and only «2 inches in diameter, 
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which being thought the leaft thar 
could be made to afcend, confider- 
ing that the proportionate weight of 
the materials increafes as the bulk is 
diminifhed, were called minimums. 

** IV. M. Montgolficr junior, 
having arrived at Paris, a few days 
before the experiment at the Champ 
de Mars, was defired by the Royal 
Academy of Sciences to repeat the 
experiment of Annonay. He ac- 
bonne conftructed, in a garden, 
in the Faxbourgh St. Germain, a 
balloon of an elliptical form, 70 
feet high, and 40 feet in diameter. 
Tt was lined, both infide and out- 
fide, with paper. Its power of af- 
cenfion was found, upon calcula- 
tion, to be about 12colb. It was 
filled in ten minutes by the burning 
of b of ftraw and 1olb. of chop- 
ped wool, It was loaded with a 
weight of soslb. and afcended, 
faftened to ropes, on the i2th of 
September, in the prefence of the 
deputies of the Royal Academy. 
But it proving a very rainy day, the 
whole apparatus was fo effentially 
damaged, that it was not thought 
proper to fet it loofe, 

‘¢ V. We come now to the expe- 
riment made on the 1oth of Sep- 
tember, in the prefence of the king 
and queen, the court, and all the 
Parifians who could procure a con- 
veyance to Verfailles. This bal- 
loon was 57 feet high and 41 india- 
meter. Its power of afcenfion, al- 
lowing for a wicker cage, contain- 
ing a fheep, a cock, and a duck, 
which were fufpended to it, was 
equal to 696lb. As only four days 
had been allowed for the making 
this machine, it could not, there- 
fore, be lined with paper. M, M. 
had predicted, that it would remain 
in the air about 20 minutes; and, 
with a moderate wind, might float 
to a diftance of about 2000 foifes. 
But, befide fome imperfeétion in the 
conftru€tion, 
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* conftruction, owing to the .great 
hurry in which it had been made, 
a fudden guft of wind, whilft it was 
inflating, made two rents feven feet 
long near the top, which could not 
but in fome meafure prevent the 
promifed effe&. It {welled however 
in rs minutes fufficiently to raife it 
about 240 toifes; it floated to the 
diftance of nearly 1702 toifes, and. 
after having been in the air about 
eight minutes, it fubfided gradually 
in the wood of Vaucreflon.— The 
‘animals in the cage were fafely land- 
ed. The fheep:was fourld feeding ; 
the cock’ had received fome hurt on 
one of his wings, probably from a 
kick of the fheep: the duck was 
perfectly well. 

‘¢ VI. M. Montgolfier, .deter- 
mined now to repeat the experiment 
under more Fevourible circum- 
‘ftances, and more at his leifure. ‘He 
‘therefore made a new balloon, in a 
garden, in the Faxbourgh St. An- 
‘toine, which meafured 70 feet in 
‘height, and 46 feet in diameter. A 
‘gallery of wicker was contrived 
rownd the aperture at the bottom ; 
“under which an iron grate or brazier 
was fufpended, and port holes o- 
‘pened on the infide of the gallery, 
towards the aperture, through which 
‘any perfon cui robur et @s triplex 
circa peflus fuerit, who might ven- 
ture to afcend, might feed the fire 
“on the grate, and thus keep up the 
“‘wapour, fmoke, or as we rather ap- 
“prehend, the dilatation of the air, 
“In this vaft cavity. 

Onthe sth of Odtober, M. 
Pilatre de Rozier, no doubt the moft 
intrepid philofopher of the age, 
“placed himfelf in. the gallery, af- 
cended about eighty feet from the 
ground, and there kept the balloon 
afloat for fome time, by repeatedly 
throwing ftraw and wool upon the 
fire. In this experiment it was 


“found, that the defcent ofa globe 





fprorides no extraordinary acc; 
ppened to it) muft neceffar; 
radval ; and that it will on 
light foftly upon the ground, fince, 
in fact, in every part of its defcent 
it enters a denter medium ; whence 
its velocity in falling will rather be 
retarded than accelerated. On the 
igth of Odtober, M. P. de R, af- 
cended a fecond time, about aco 
feet. After continuing ftationary a- 
bout eight minutes, a guft of wind 
carried the balloon among fome 
trees, where it entangled itfelf f 
as to endanger its being torn to 
pieces. But on M. R. throw; 
fome frefh ftraw upon the fire, it 
immediately reafcended, amid the 
loud.acclamations of a vatt multitude 
of people, who little expected to fee 
fo iudden arecovery. The balloon 
was then hauled down, and M, 
Giron de Villette placed himéfelf in 
the gallery oppofite to M. R. They 
were once more let up; and for 
fome time hovered over Paris, in 
the fight of all its inhabitants, at 
the height of 324 feet. 

‘¢ VIT. Matters feemed now ripe 
for a free aerial navigation, A 
fmoke balloon, very fimilar to the 
one lait defcribed, was prepared to 
go off at La Muerte, a royal palace 
in the Bois de Boulogne, where, we 
are informed, the king’s children, 
now ufually refide. All things bee 
ing ready, on the 2sft of Novem- 
ber, M. Pilatre de Rozier took his 
poft in the gallery ; ‘and the marquis 
D’Arlandes, a major of infantry, 
placed himfelf on the oppolite 
of this gallery, as.a counterpoile ee 
preferve the equilibrium of the ma- 
chine. After:repairing fome da- 
mage done to the balloon ina firt 
eflay, it was, at 54 minutes after 
one, abfolutely abandoned to tbe 
element ; and it afcended with great 
rapidity. 

Me When thefe bold adrenturee 








were about 250 feet'th the air they 
waved their hats to the aftonifhed 
gultitude ; but they foon after rofe 
woo high to be dittinguifhed, and are 
thought to have foared to an eleva- 
tion of about 3000 feet. ‘The hif- 
of this navigation (as we col- 
jet, not from this book, but from 
‘vate information which we have 
reafon to think authentic) is, in fact, 
the hiftory of the alarms of the mar- 
vis D’Arlandes. When he found 
himfelf fo high that he could no 
longer diftinguifh the objects upon 
earth, he thought both his ambi- 
tion and his curiofity fufficiently 
gratified, and defired his companion 
to ceafe laying flraw upor the fire, 
that thev might defcend. M. P.de 
Rozier, however, deaf to thefe re- 
monftrances, continued his opera- 
tions, and the marquis continued 
murmuring. At length, being at 
the higheft elevation above mention- 
ed, the latter perceived fome holes 
burnt in the fides of the balloon, 
and likewife heard fome cracks near 
the topof the machine, which feem- 
‘ed to menace initant deftruction. 
He then became outrageous ; quick- 
ly clapped wet fponges to the burn- 
‘ing holes; and vowed that, if his 
companion would now defcend, he 
would take upon himfelf the whole 
blame of having thus fhortened 
their navigation. -M. P. de Rozier 
at length liftened to his urgent foli- 
citations; but on approaching the 
earth they found that they were def- 
cending immediately over the Seine; 
and fearing left they might be car- 
Ned away by the current of air that 
sed attends ftreams of water, 
marquis was glad to affift in 
‘throwing freth ftraw upon the fire; 
and thus they rofe again to a confi- 
derable height. On their next ap- 
proach to the earth, the marquis 
feeing the danger they were in of 
being {pitted on the weather-cock 
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of the Invalids, haftily threw @ 
freth bundle of ftraw upon the fire, 
and even fpread it, in order to raife 
a greater blaze.—T his carried them 
over a great part of Paris, where 
they took care to clear all the fteeples, 
&c. and pafling the Boulevard, they 
landed fately in a field near Bicétre, 
without having experienced the leatt 
real inconveniency. The diftance 
they went was beiween 4 and (coo 
toifes. They werein the air about 
25 minutes. The collective weight 
of the whole apparatus, includiag 
that of the two travellers, was be- 
tween 16 and rzoolb. and when 
they landed, they had two-thirds of 
their combuftibles ftill left in ftore. 

‘“* VIII. The book we are here 
reviewing, was, no doubt, printed, 
and perhaps publithed, a the 
exhibition of a fecond aerial naviga- 
tion (which may more properly be 
termed a voyage), fince the author 
makes no mention of it. As we 
with to lay before our readers a com- 
plete fummary of all that has been 
hitherto done in this extraordina 
bufinefs, we fhall here colleét, from 
afidavits, and other authentic ac- 
counts, the moft itriking circum. 
ftances of this bold enterprize. 

‘© The globe prepared for this 
expedition, was made like that of 
the Champ de Mars (No. II.) of 
gores of filk, alternately red and 
white, and glaztd with fome fort of 

m. It was fpherical, and mea- 
ured 26 feet ‘in diameter. It was 
filled with inflammable air, the mak- 
ing of which alone coft 5000 livres. 
The expence of the whole appara- 
tus amounted to no lefs than 10,000 
livres. A-net was fpread over the 
upper hemifphere, which fupported 
a hoop that furrounded the middle ; 
to this hoop was fufpended, ‘by 
means of feveral cords, a boat, that 
fwung at a fmall diftance below the 
bottom of the.glube, and which a 
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fo finely ornamented, as ‘to deferve, 
in this refpect, the name they gave it 
at Paris of a triumphant car. In 
order to prevent the burfting of the 
globe in a rarefied medium, an 
opening had been left with a valve 
to it, which gave vent to the inte- 
rior air, but fuffered none of the ex- 
terior to enter. A long filken pipe 
or gut proceeded from this aperture, 
the farther end of which one of the 
navigators held in his hand, and 
thereby obtained a confiderable com- 
mand over the inflammable air. The 
car was ballafted with fand-bags. 
By thefe means they hoped, and in 
fact they fucceeded, to guide them- 
felves in point of elevation; for, by 
letting fome of the air efcape, they 
maturally defcended, and on dif- 
charging fome of their ballaft they 
were fure to afcend. 

“ The firft of December laft was 
fixed upon for this pompous difplay. 
Two hundred thoufand people af- 
fembled in and near the garden of 
the Thuilleries. The apparatus 
ftood on a fcaffolding raifed for the 
purpofe, in the middle of a picce of 
water, to prevent its being approach- 
ed by the multitude. Upon this it 
refted, merely by the weight of the 
ballaft in the car. The friends of 
the navigators had ftored it with 

lenty of provifion and clothing ; 
de which, proper inftruments 
were alfo embarked. A {fiall bal- 
loon, which had been prepared for 
the purpofe, was offered to M. 
Montgolfier, who, at the requeft of 
M. Charles, cut the ftring by which 
it was held, and by this allegory ta- 
citly received the tributary homage 
due to him and his brother as the 
authors of the invention. 

“© At 4o minutes after one Mefirs. 
Charles and Robert afcended the 
car. They threw out 1glb. of bal- 
laft, and inftantly rofe, with an ac- 
celerated velocity, to the height of 


about 302 tuifes. Noa 
no found was heard, icc 
tude ftood filent with fear and 
mazement. The navigators, “aed 
ever, gave fignals of their fecurit 
by frequently waving two siecinenst " 
and M. Charles apprifed his friends 
below that they were eafy and ha 
py, by a note he threw dounine 
mong the crowd, After continuing 
a thort time ftationary, they pers 
ceived themfelves moving nearly ho. 
rizontally, in the direction of N, 
N.W. Finding that fome of the 
inflammable air evaporated, they 
difcharged fome ballaft, and foon 
after obferving that the heat of the 
fun dilated the inflammable air, t 
fuffered fome of it to efcape; and 
thus they kept pretty nearly in the 
fame level.—In this manner they 
floated twice acrofs the Seine; and 
over many towns and villages, the 
furprize of whofe inhabitants can 
more eafily be conceived than de- 
fcribed. About 56 minutes afier 
their departure, they found them- 


felves out of fight of Paris; they 


then defcended fo low as to tkim a 
long the furface of the ground, and 
converfed with feveral labourers in 
the fields ; feeing a hill before them 
they caft fome of their fuperfluous 
clothing out of the car, and thus 
cleared the eminence. They now 
made a comfortale meal, Finding 
themfelves near the Ifle D’Adam, 
where the prince of Conti has 4 
palace, they again approached the 
ground, enquired after the prince, 
and were told that he was at Paris. 
At forty-five minutes after three they 
found themfelves over Nefle, a {mall 
town about nine leagues (twenty- 
feven Englifh miles) from Parts. 
And there, after fliding alittle - 
along the furface of the grov 

they alighted gently, and without 
the leaf fhock or concuflion, ma 
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who had galloped after the balloon 
from the Thuilleries, only the dukes 
de Chartres and Fitz-James, and 
Mr, Farrer, an Englifh gentleman, 
who had relays potted in the direc- 
tion of the wind, arrived a few mi- 
nutes after the landing. Theothers 
either lamed or killed their horfes, 
or grew tired of the purfuit. After 
the warmeit congratulations, an affi- 
davit was drawn up, and figned by 
all the parties prefent. 

“ Mr. Charles now declared his 
intention to reafcend alones but to 
this the Duke de Chartres confented, 
only on condition that he would re- 
turn in half an hour. M. Robert 
alighted, and by the diminution of 
his weight, the machine acquired a 
power of afcenfion equal to about 
100 Ib. 

“Mr. Charles made a fignal to 
a number of peafants who leaned 
againft the edge of the car to keep 
it down, to withdraw on a fudden, 
which being done, he rufhed into 
the air, with great velocity. In 
en minutes he thought himfelf at 
the elevation of about 1590 toifes, 
The globe, being now in fo rarefied a 
medium, {welled confiderably, but 
fome of the inflammable air being 
let out, it rofe ftill higher. The 
barometer which before his depar- 
ture ftood at 28 inches 4 lines, had 
now fallen to 18 inches ro lines. 
The thermometer from 73° above o, 
or the freezing point of Reaumur’s 
feale, had funk to 5° belowo. A 
difference of about 28° of Fahren- 
heit’s {cale. From thefe data the 
elevation of the globe was eftimated 
at ts2gtoifes. The fcene that here 
_— itfelf, mutt no doubt have 
cenawful and fublime beyond de- 
fcription. M. Charles had feen the 
fun fetting before he left the land, 
but it foon rofe to him again, and 
hot ong atter he faw it fet a fecond 
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time. The vapours rifing from the 
ground collected clouds under his 
feet, covered the earth, and con- 
cealed it from his fight: thé moon 
fhone, and its pale light fpread va- 
rious hues over the fantaftic forms 
of thefe accumulated mafies. No 
wonder that the firit mortal eye who 
ever, in fuch cireumftances, beheld 
fo majeftic a fcene, could not re- 
frain from fhedding tears of joy and 
admiration. But recolleéting now 
his promife to the duke de Chartres, 
he refolved to defcend; —he fuffered 
fome of the inflammable air to ef- 
cape, and he was moreover. aflifled 
by the coolnefs of the ¢vening which’ 
condenfed that air. The globe was 
about half emptied when it fetrled 
gently in a fallow, about three miles 
from the place from whence it had af- 
cended the fecond time. This fecond 
flight laftedabour 35 minutes. Allthe 
inconvenience he had experienced 
in that elevated region, was a dry, 
fharp cold, with a pain in one of 
his ears, and a part of his face; 
which he afcribed to the dilatation 
of internal air, We muft here ob- 
ferve, that the fmall balloon let off 
by M. Montgolfier was found at 
Vincennes, in a direction oppofite 
to that taken by the great balloon, 
A circumftance which proves the 
different dire&tions of wind at dif- 
ferent elevations, whence no fmall 
advantages may probably be deriv- 
ed, fhould aerial navigation ever be 
reduced to practice. 

‘¢ Thus far the experiments hi- 
therto made. The book before us 
contains much more curious matter, 
into which the length of this article 
will not allow us to enter. It re- 
ceives a very fcientific appearance 
from a letter to M. de Se. Fond, 
from M. de Meunier, containing in- 
genious calculations of the height 
at which the globe of the Champ 
de Mars may have afcended, on the 
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courfe it took, on the expanfive 
force of the inflammable air in dif- 
ferent {trata of the common air, and 
hence of the different denfities of 
thefe firata’ Thefe are all curious, 
and elaborate; but the author ac- 
knowledges himielf, that they are 
founded on only two obfervations of 
the courfe-of the balloon, which he 
owns are too few to give fufficient 
elements for accurate deductions, 
¢*+ An anonymous letter to M, de 
St. Fond, containing a project for 
fteering balloons in every direétion, 
and conjectures on the ufes to which 
they may hereafter be applied, has, 
we own, given us at leatt as much 
entertainment as we remember to 
have formerly received from the pe- 
yufal of the Arabian Fairy Tales. 
Not that what he fays appears to us 
altogether repugnant to the laws of 
nature, but that we found our ima- 
ination warmed by the gigantic 
ydea of our penetrating fome day 
into the wildeft and moft inhofpitable 
regions of Africa, Arabia, and A- 
merica, of our croffing chains of 
mountains hitherto impervious, and 
afcending their loftieft fummits, of 
our reaching either of the two poles ; 
and, in fhort, of our extending our 
dominion over the creation beyond 
any thing of which we have now 
conception, We muft own that 






the ufes of magnetifin and electric; 
have turned out much greater than 
the world had in any degree con, 


ceived, when thofe p 


henomen 
firft difcovered, and that thofe in 


ftances give fome countenance to the 
fanguine expectations formed by the 
admirers of this invention. 

*¢ We fcarcely think it neceffary to 
apologize for the length of this ar 
ticle. The fubjeé is no doubt too 
interefting to be paffed over flightly; 
and we have the rather been parti. 
cular at this firft outfet, fince the 
principles of this invention being 
now known to our readers, we fhall, 
probably, be more brief in whatwe 
may hereafter have to fay on the 
progrefs of the difcovery, 

“¢ This article was juft finithed 
when we learnt that M. Bourbou- 
lon, a manufacturer at Javel, neat 
Paris, had propofed to furnith in- 
flammable air, for the purpofe of 
filling balloons, at the moderate 
price of three fols fix deniers (not 
quite 2d.) per cubic foot. He is to 
prepare it from vitriolic acid and 
iron. We beg leave to fuggelt whe- 
ther if zinc be ufed inftead of iron, 
the price which the white vitriol 
would fetch after the operation, 
would not enable the manufacturer 
to furnifh the inflammable air at a 
ftill more moderate rate!” 
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Short ACCOUNT of the COMMON SEWERS in 
Ancient Rome. . 


{From Dr. Fercuson’s Hiftory of the Progrefs and Termination of the 
Roman Republic. ] 


“ HE common fewers were 
f. executed ata great expence. 
It was propofed that they fhould be 
of fuficient dimenfions to admit a 
waggon loaded with hay. When 
thele common fewers came to be 
oditructed, or out of repair, under 
the republic, the cenfors contracted 
to pay a thoufand talents, or about 
193,000]. for clearing and repair- 
ingthem, They were againin dif- 
repair at the acceifion of Auguftus 
Cefar, and the reinftating them is 
mentioned among the great works 
of Agrippa. He is faid to have 
turned the courfe of feven rivers 
into thefe fubterraneous paflages, 
to have made them navigable, and 
to have actually paffed in barges 
under the itreets and buildings of 
Rome. Thefe works are ftill fup- 
pofed to remain; but, as they ex- 
ceed the power and refources of the 
prefent city to keep them in repair, 
they are quite concealed, except at 
one or two places. ‘They were, in 
the midft of the Roman greatnefs, 
and {till are, reckoned among the 
Wonders of the world; and yet they 
are faid to have been works of the 
elder Tarquin, a prince whofe ter- 
ritory did not extend, in any di- 
rection, above fixteen miles; and, 
on this fuppofition, they muft have 
been made to accommodate a city 
that was calculated chicfly for the 


reception of cattle, herdfmen, and 
bandlld, Rude nations fometimes 
execute works of great magnifi- 
cence, as fortrefles and temples, for 
the purpofes of war and fupertti- 
tion; but feldom palaces, and ftill 
more feldom mh of mere con- 
venience and cleanlinefs, in which, 
for the moft part, they are long de- 
fective. It is not unreafonable, 
therefore, to queftion the authority 
of tradition in refpect to this fingue 
lar monument of antiquity, which 
fo greatly exceeds what the beft ac- 
commodated city of modern Europe 
could undertake for its own conve- 
niency. And as thofe works are 
fiill entire, and may continue fo for 
thoufands of years, it may be fuf- 
pected that they were even prior ta 
the fettlement of Romulus, and 
may have been the remains of a 
more ancient city, on the ruins of 
which the followers ot Romulus fet- 
tled, as the Arabs now hut or en- 
camp onthe ruins of Palmyra and 
Balbeck. Livy owns, that the com- 
mon fewers were not accommodated 
to the plan of Rome, as it was laid 
out in his time: they were carried 
in directions acrofs the ftreets, and 
paffed under buildings of the great- 
eft antiquity. This derangement 


indeed he imputes to the hafty re- 
building of the city after its de- 
ftruétion by the Gauls; but hatte, 
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it is probable, would have deter- 
mined the people to build on their 
old foundations, or at leaft not to 
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change them fo muchas to 
Be tl fo cTofs 
the direction of former itreets,” 





On the LANGUAGES Spoken in SUMATRA, 


[From Mr. Marspen’s Hiftory of Sumatra.] 


as HE Malay language, which 
is Original in the peninfula 

of Malayo, and has from thence 
extended itfelf throughout the eaf- 
tern iflands, fo as to become the 
lingua Franca of that part of the 
globe, is fpoken every where along 
the coafts ot Sumatra, prevails in 
the inland country of Menangcabow 
and its immediate dependencies, and 
is underftood in almoft every part of 
the ifland, It has been much cele- 
brated, and juitly, tor the fmooth- 
nefs and fweetnefs of its found, which 
have gained it the appellation of the 
Italian of the Eait. This is owing 
to the prevalence of vowels and li- 
quids in the words, and the infre- 
quency of any harfh combinations 
of mute confonants. Thefe quali- 
ties render it well adapted to poetry, 
which the Malays are paffionately 
addicted to. They amufe all their 
leifure hours, including the greater 
portion of their lives, with the re- 
petition of fongs, which are, for 
the mott part, proverbs illuftrated, 
or figures of fpeech applied to the 
occurrences of life. Some that they 
rehearfe, in a kind of recitative, at 
their bimbangs or featts, are hiftori- 
cal love tales, like our old Englith 
ballads, but often extempore. An 
example of the former f{pecies is as 
follows. 

« Apo goono paffang paleeto, 

Callo teedah dangan foomboonia ? 

Apo goono bermine matio, 

Callo teeda dangan foongvonia ?” 


“What fignifies attempting to light a 
lamp, 
If the wick be wanting ? 


What fignifies making love with the 
eyes, 
If nothing in earneft be intended?” 


It muft be obferved however, that 
it often proves a very difficult mat. 
ter to trace the connexion between 
the figurative and the literal fenfe of 
the ftanza. The effentials in the 
compolition of the pantoon, for 
fuch thefe little pieces are called; 
the longer being called deadang; 
are the rythmus and the figure, par 
ticularly the latter, which they con- 
fider as the life and fpirit of the 
poetry. I had a proof of this in an 
attempt which I made, to impofea 
pantoon of my own compofing, on 
the natives, as a work of their coun- 
trymen. The fubject was a dia 
logue between a lover, and arich, 
coy miitrefs: the expreflions were 
proper to the occafion, and in fome 
degree chard@teriftic. It pafled with 
feveral, but an old lady who was a 
more difcerning critic than the 0 
thers, remarked that it was ** catto 
eaito fajo” — mere converfation ; 
meaning that it was deititute of the 
quaint and figurative expreflions 
which adorn their own poetry. Their 
language, in common fpeaking, 18 
proverbial and fententious. Ita 
young woman prove with child be- 
fore marriage, they obferve 1 8 
‘¢ douloo booa, cadeean boongo — 
‘the fruit before the flower. 
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Hearing of a perfon’s death, they 
fay, ** nen mattee, mattee 5 nen ce- 
doop, becrajo: callo fampi-la jan- 
jeenia, apo boolee booat ””—*¢ thofe 
who are dead, are dexd; thofe who 
furvive muft work: if. his allotted 
time was expired, what refource is 
there °”” 

«© Their writing is in the Arabic 
character, very little corrupted, ow- 
ing to which, and the adoption of 
their religion from the fame quar- 
ter, a great number of Arabic words 
are incorporated with the Malay. 
The Portuguefe too have furnifhed 
them with many terms, chiefly for 
fuch ideas as they have acquired 
fince the period of European difco- 
series tothe caftward. ‘They write 
on paper, ufing ink of their own 
compofition, with pens made of the 
twig of the anou tree. I could 
never difcover that the Malays had 
any original written characters, pe- 
culiar to themfelves, before thev ac- 
quired thofe now in ufe; but it is 
poffible that fuch might have been 
loft; a fate that may hereafter at- 
tend thofe of Sumatra, on which 
the Arabic daily makes encroach- 
ments. Yet | have had frequent 
occafion to obferve the Malay lan- 
guage written by inland people, in 
the country character; which would 
indicate that the fpeech is likely to 
perifh firft. ‘Their books are forthe 
moft part, either tranfcripts from 
the Alcoran (koraan) or legendary 
tales (kabar); of lithe merit as 
compofitions. 

‘** The pureft, or moft efteemed 
Malay is faid, and with great ap- 
pearance of reafon, to be {poken at 
Malacca. It differs from the dialect 
ufed in Sumatra chiefly in this, that 
words, in the latter, made to ter- 
Minate in “ O,” are, in the for- 
mer, founded as ending in ‘* A.” 
Thas they pronounce lada (pepper) 
aiicad ot lado. Thofe words which 
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end witha * K” in writing, are, 
in Sumatra, always foftened in 
{peaking, by omitting it; as * tab- 
be bunnia,” ** many compliments,” 
for ** tabbck bunniak;”’ but the 
Malaceans, and efpecially the more 
eaflern people, who fpeak very 
broad, @ive them generally the 
full found. The perfonal pronouns 
alfo differ materially in the refpec- 
tive countries. 

** Attempts have been made tocome 
pofea grammar of the Malay tongue, 
upon the principles on which 
thofe of the Europeaa languages are 
formed. But the abfurdity of fuch 
productions is obvious, Where 
there is no inflexion of cither nouns 
or verbs, there cin be no :afes, de- 
clenfions, moods, or conjugations. 
All thisis performed by the addition 
of certain words expreffive of a de- 
terminate meaning, which fhould 
not be confidered as mere auxilia- 
ries, or as particles fubfervient to 
other words. Thus, in the inflance 
of rooma, a houfe; * derree pada 
rooma” fignifies ** from a _houle ;"” 
but it would be talking without ufe 
or meaning, to fay that derree pada 
is the fin of the ablative cafe of that 
noun, for then every propofition 
fhould equally require an appro- 
priate cafe, and as well as ‘* of ” 
‘© to”? and * trom,” we fhould have 
a cafe for, ** deatas rooma”—** on 
the top of the houfe.” So of verbs : 
** callo fayo boolce geilan”—*+ if I 
could walk :”’ this may be termed 
the preter-imperfea ten fe of the fub- 
junctive or potential mood, of the 
verb gellan; whereas it is in fata 
fentence, of which gellan, boolee, 
&c. are conftitutent words. It is 
improper, I fiy, to talk of the cafe 
of a noun, which does not change 
its termination, or the mood of a 
verb, which does not alter its form. 
An ufefol fet of obfervations might 
be collected, for fpeaking the lan- 
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guage with correctnefs and proprie- 
ty; but they muit be as different 
from the artificial and technical rules 
of our grammarians, as the drefs of 
an European lady, from the fimpli- 
city of a Malay habit. 

‘¢ Befide the Malay there are a 
variety of languages fpokep in Su- 
matra, Which, however, have not 
only a manifett affinity among them- 
felves, but alfo to that general lan- 
guage which is found to prevail in, 
and to be indigenous to all the iflands 
of the eattern fea; from Madagaf- 
car to the remoteft of captain Cooke’s 
difcoveries ; comprehending a wider 
extent than the Roman, or any 
other tongue, has yet boafted. In- 
difputable examples of this connex- 
ion and fimilarity, I have exhibited 
in a paper which the Society of An- 
tiquaries have done me the honour 
to publifh in their Archzologia. In 
different places it has been more or 
Iefs mixed and corrupted, but be- 
tween the moft diilimilar branches, 
an evident famenefs of many radical 
words is apparent; and in fome, 
very diftant from each other in point 
of fituation; as for inftance the Phi- 
lippines and Madagafcar; the de- 
viation of the words is fearcely more 
than is obferved in the dialects of 
neighbouring provinces of the fame 
kingdom. 

* The principal internal lan- 
guages of Sumatra, are the Rejang 
and the Baita, whofe difference is 
marked, not fo much by the want 
of correfpondence in the terms, as 
by the circumilance of their being 
each exprefled in a diftinét and pe- 
culiar written character. This 
I conccive to be extraordinary, and 

erhaps fingular, in the hittory of 
nt improvement; that two di- 
vilions of people on the fame ifland, 
with equal clsims to originality, in 
ftages of civilization nearly equal, 
and fpeaking languages derived trom 


the fame fouree, fhould write in cha. 
racters effentially different from each 
other, and from the ret of the 
world. What corroborates the ey; 
dence of the alphabets being fopa. 
rate and unconneed inventions, is, 
that the order of the letters is not the 
fame ;_as will appear by an infpec. 
tion of the fpecimens I have {ub. 
joined for the gratification of the cu. 
rious. The Achenefe making ufe 
of the Arabic charatter, their lap. 
guage has the lefs claim to origi- 
nality. The Lampoon, as a dja. 
lect, is fufficiently ‘diftiné from all 
the others; but a few of the letters 
of the alphabet, particularly the 
firft and fecond, are expreffed b 

chara@ters manifeitly the fame with 
the Rejang, though the major part 
feem entirely unlike. Perhaps, as 
the Greeks are faid to have done in 
the days of Cadmus, the Lampoons 
may have borrowed from their 
neighbours, in order to complete 
the number of their letters. All 
thefe people, in writing, form their 
lines from the left-hand towards the 
right, contrary to the practice of the 
Malays and the Arabians. 

‘¢ Their writings, of any bulk 
and importance, are Fin with 
ink, onthe inner bark of a tree, cut 
into narrow ftrips of confiderable 
length, and folded together in 
fquares ; each fquare or fold anfwer- 
ing fora page. On more common 
occafions they write on the outer 
coat of a joint of bamboo ; fome- 
times whole, and fometimes fplit 
into pieces of two or three inches 
in breadth ; with the point of their 
creefe or other Me which 
ferves the purpofe ofa ftylus. Thefe 
writings or {cratchings rather, are 
often performed with a confiderable 
degree of neatnefs; of which I 
have fpecimens in my pofleffion, 38 
well as of their larger works. Phe 


proportion of thole among ne 
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tives who can réad and write, par- 
ticularly the Battas, is very great, 
and perhaps not furpaffed in many 
countries of Europe. 

‘* None of thefe languages are 
fo harmonious as the Malay, and 
the Lampoon in particular is very 
uttural,, making frequent ufe of 
the found we denote by * vh,” which 
they introduce even in Malay words, 
and liquifying the confonant * r.” 
Thus the word Croee, they pro- 
nounce Coghee, and bras they 
change into beeas. 

“ In Java, Siam, and other parts 
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of the Eaft, befide the common lan- 
guage of the country, there is efta- 
blithed a court language, fpoken by 
perfons of rank only; ‘This dii- 
tinction, artfully invented for the 
purpofe of keeping the vulgar ata 
diftanee, and infpiring them with 
retpect for what they cannot under- 
ftand, does not take place in any 
part of Sumatra, among the inha- 
bitants of which, difparity of fitua- 
tion is not attended with much re- 
ferve, or diftance of bchaviour be- 
tween the perfons.” 





ACCOUNT of BARDSEYE ISLAND, and of St. DUBRITIUS"s 
CONVENT. 


{From the Second Part of the Second Volume of Mr. Pennanv’s 
Tour in Wales.) 


© TRROM this port I once tdok 

boat for Bardfeye ifland,which 
lies about three leagues to the weit. 
The mariners feemed tin@tured with 
the piety of the place; for they had 
not rowed far, but they madea full 
ftop, pulled off their hats, and of- 
fered up a fhort prayer. After 
doubling a headland, the ifland ap- 
pears full in view: we paffed under 
the lofty mountain which forms one 
fide, After doubling the farther 
end, we put intoa little fandy creek, 
bounded by low rocks, as is the 
whole level part. On landing, I 
found all this tract a very fertile 
plain, and well cultivated, and pro- 
dudtive of every thing which the 
main land affords. ‘The abbot’s 
houfe is a large ftone building, in- 
habited by feveral of the natives : 
hot far from it is a fingular chapel, 
or oratory, being a long arched 
edifice, with an infulated {tone altar 
near the eaftend. In this place one 
of the inhabitants reads prayers ; all 


other offices are performed at Aber- 
daron. 

‘* The ifland is about two miles 
in circumference, contains a tew in+ 
habitants, and is rented from lord 
Newborough. It was gtanted by 
Edward V1. to his uncle fir Thomas 
Seymour, and after his death to 
John earl of Warwick. The late 
fir John Wynn purchafed it front 
the late reverend Dr. -Wilfon of 
Newark. 

‘¢ The ifland, whofe fpiritual 
concefns are at prefent under the 
care of a fingle ruitic, once atlorded, 
during life, an afylum to 20,000 
faints ; and after death, graves to 
as many of their bodies: well there- 
fore might it be called Infula Sanc- 
torum, The Ifle of Saints. Bur, 
with Dr. Fuller, I mutt obferve, 
that ‘‘it would be more facile to 
find graves in Bardfeye for fo maiiy 
faints, than faints for fo many 
graves.” But to approach the tfuth ; 
let it be faid, that Dubritius, arc} 
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bifhop of Caer-leon, almoft worn 
out with age, refigning his fee to 
St. David, retired here, and accord- 
ing to the bett account, died in 612; 
was interred on the fpot; but in af- 
ter times his body was removed to 
Landaff. ‘The flaughter of the 
monks of Bangor, about the year 
607, is fuppofed to have contribut- 
ed to the population of this ifland ; 
for not only the brethren who ef- 
caped, but numbers of other pious 
Britons, fled hither to avoid the rage 
of the Saxons. 

‘© The time in which the religi- 
ous houfe was founded, is very un- 
certain; it probably was before the 
retreat of Dubritius; for fomething 
of that kind muit have occafioned 
him to give the preference to this 
place. It feems likely to have been 
a feat of the Culdees, or Colidet, 
the firft religious reclufes of Great 
Britain ; who fought iflands and de- 
fert places in which they might in 
fecurity worfhip the true God, It 
was certainly reforted to in very 
early times; for our accounts fay, 
that it flourifhedias a.convent in the 
diys of Cadwan king of Britain, 
coeval with Dubritius. It was an 
abbey dedicated to St. Mary. I find 
among the Sebright MSs. mention 
of a petition from the abbot to Ed- 
ward II, in which he fets forth the 
injuries he had received from the 
fheriff of Caernarvon, who had ex- 
torted from him 685, and 6, con- 
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trary to his deed of feeofinens - 
which the king direéted Rese as 
Mortimer, jufticiary of Wales to 
make enquiry into the matter ; who 
reported, that the abbot held his 
lands in the county of Caernaryoy 
in puram et perpetuam cleemofynam 
without any fervice or fecular act 
knowlegement ; and farther, that 
David, lord of Lhein, and brother 
to the laft prince of Wales, had ex. 
acted the fame fum ; as did his Pep. 
cynydd, or matter of his dogs, pof- 
fibly under pretence of maintaining 
them. The king therefore, by his 
{fpecial favor, and by advice of his 
council, does for ever remit the faid 
fum, and all arrears; and direés 
that no one in future, either on his 
account, or that of his heirs, ever 
fhould moleft the convent. 

** The houfe underwent the com. 
mon fate of others at the diffolu. 
tion, Its revenues were, as Dug. 
dale fays, 462. 15. 4d. according to 
Speed, 58/7. 6s. 2d. In the year 
1653, only 1/. 6s. 8d. remained in 
charge to the furviving religious of 
this place. . 

‘+ The Britifh name of the ifland 
is Ynys Enlli, or the Ifland in the 
Current, from the fierce current 
which rages particularly between it 
and the’ main land. The Saxons 
named it Bardfeye, probably from 
the bards who retire here, prefer- 
ring folitude to the company of ms 
vading foreigners.” 
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ACCOUNT of CLYNNOG CHURCH, and St. BEUNO’s 
TOMB. | 


{From the fame Work.] 


# 7~>LYNNOG is featedin a {mall 
grove near the fhore, ona 

plain near the foot of the hills. 
The church is the moft magnificent 
ftru€ture of its kind in North Wales, 
built in form of a crofs ; the length 
from eait co weft is about a hundred 
and thirty-eight feet, from north to 
fouth feventy. Near the altar are 
three neat ftalls, divided by pillars 
_ fupporting Gothic arches, the feats 
of the officiating priefts. The mo- 
numents are few: one to William 
Glynn de Lleiar, with his figure, 
and thofe of his wife and feven chil- 
dren: another to his fon-in-law 
George Twifletou, efq. of Aula 
Barrow in Yorkfhire, and in right 
of his wife, of Liciar. 1 imagine 
him to be the fame with colonel 
Twifleton, an active officer under 
Cromwell, and the fame who had 
the honour of beating and making 
prifoner the gallant fir John Owen. 
** Adjoining to the church is the 
chapel of St. Beuno. The paflage 
to itis a narrow vault covered with 
great flat ftones, and of far greater 
antiquity than either church or cha- 
pel; which feem nearly coeval. Le- 
land {peaks of the firft as new work, 
and the architecture verifies his ac- 
count. He fpeaks alfo of the old 
church, where St. Beuno lieth, be- 
ing nearthe new, The paflage is 
the only part left. ‘Thechapel was 
profably built after that traveller 
had vifited the place, in the room of 
the old church, which might have 
fallento ruin. In the midft is the 
tomb of the faint, plain and altar- 


fhaped. Votaries were wont to have 
great faith in him, and did not 
doubt but that by means ofa night's 
lodging on his tomb, a cure would 
be found for all difeafes. It was 
cuftomary to cover it with rufhes, and 
leave on it till morning fick children, 
after making them firit undergo abs 
lution in the neighbouring holy well; 
and I myfelf once faw on it a fea- 
ther bed, on which a poor paralytic 
from Meirionyddfhire had lain the 
whole night, after undergoing the 
fame ceremony. 

“¢ Thave given fome account of 
St. Beuno in the preceding volume. 
After he had affumed the monaftic 
habit, he here founded a convent in 
616. Cadvan, king of North Wales, 
was his great patron, and promifed 
him much land: his fon Gadwallan 
performed the promife, and received 
trom the faint a golden fceptre worth 
fixty cows. The land was claimed 
in behalf of a little infant, and his 
title proved good; the king refufes 
either to give other land in lieu, or 
to refign the prefent. Beuno curfed 
him, and went away; but was ap- 
peafed by Gwrddeint, firft coufin to 
the king, who overtook him, and 
gave the town of Celynnog for ever 
to God and St. Beuno, for his own 
foul’s fake, and that of the wicked 
Cadwallan. Long after his time, 
the Carmelites,. or white monks, had 
here an eftablifhment. They were 
fuppreffed, but I cannot learn the 
period. At the time of the Lincoln 
taxation, or the year 1291, the 
chureh was collegiate, confifting of 

five 
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five portionifts or prebendaries ; and 
it continued fo to the diffolution. 
The rectory is a finecure annexed to 
the headihip of Jefus college, Ox- 
ford ; the poor vicarage is the gift 
of the bifhop. 

*¢ Its revenues at the diffolution 
are not recorded ; but they mutt at 
one time have been very great: 
many of the kings and firft people 
of the country appear on the lift of 
benefactors, Cadwaladr gave Gray- 
anoc; Tegwared gave Porthamel ; 
Cadel beltowed Kylcourt; prince 
Mervyn, Carnguin; Cadwgyan ap 
Cynvelin, Bodveilion in Llyn; Id- 
wald endowed it with Penrhos and 
Clynog Vechan in Anglefey: and 
belides thefe are numbers of others, 
for which I refer the reader to my 
authority. 

** At prefent there are, I believe, 








ACCOUNT OF CAERNARVON CASTLE, 


no fort of revenues to kee this y 
nerable pile from fsllien ws pa 
The offerings of calves and lambs, 
which happen to be born with the 
Néd Beuno, or mark of St, Beuno 
a certain natural mark in the ear, 
have not entirely ceafed, They are 
brought to the church on Trinit 
Sunday, the anniverfary of the faint, 
and delivered to the churchwardens: 
who fell and account for them, and 
put it into a great cheft, called Cyff 
St. Beuno, made of one piece of Oak, 
fecured with three locks. From this 
the Welfh have a proverb for ate 
tempting any very difficult thing, 
*¢ You may as well try to break u 
St. Beuno’s cheft.” ‘The litle 
money refulting from the facred 
beatts, or cafual offerings, is either 
applied to the relief of the poor, or 
in aid of repairs.” 





ACCOUNT of CAERNARVON CASTLE. 


{From the fame Work. ] 


oe HIS town is juftly the boaft 

ot North Wales, for the 
beauty of fituation, goodnefs of the 
buildings, regularity of the plan, 
and, above all, the grandeur of the 
cattle, the moft magnificent badge 
of our fubjection. ‘The place fprung 
from the ruin of the antient Segon- 
tium ; but it does not owe its name 
to Edward I. as is generally fup- 
pofed. Giraldus Cambrenfis men- 
tions itin his journey of the year 
1188; and Llewelyn the Great 
dates from it a charter in the year 
1221. I greatly fufpect the Caernar- 
von of thofe times to have been no 
other than the antient Segontium, 
whofe name the Welth had changed 
to the apt one of Caer ar Fon, or, 


The ftrong hold oppofite to Angle- 


fey. But the prefent town was in 
all probability a creation of our con- 
queror. A judicious warrior, fuch 
as Edward, could not fail profiting 
of fo fit a fituation for a curb on the 
new-conquered country. It had na- 
tural requifites for ftrength ; being 
bounded on one fide by the arm ot 
the fea called the Menai; by the 
eftuary of the Seiont on another, ¢x- 
aftly where it receives the tide from 
the former; on a third fide, and 
part of the fourth, by a creek of the 
Menai ; and the remainder has the 
appearance of having the infulation 
completed by art. Edward under- 
took this great work immediately at- 
ter his conqueft of the country 1 
1282, and completed the fortifica- 


tions and caftle before 1284 ; = 
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his queen, on April 2cth in that 
eat, brought forth within its walls 
Edward, firit prince of Wales of 
the Englith line. It was built with- 
in the {pace of one year, by the la- 
bour of the peafants, and at the coft 
of the chieftains of the country, on 
whom the conqueror impofed the 
hateful tafk. Henry Ellerton, or 
de Elreton, was appointed matter 
mafon of the caftle, and perhaps 
was the architect; and under him 
mutt have been numbers of other 
&ilful workmen: for [ dare fay that 
the Welfh peafants were no more 
than cutters of wood and hewers of 
fone. It is probable that many of 
the materials were brought from 
Serontium, or the old Caernarvon ; 
and tradition fays, that much of the 
lime-ftone, with which it is built, 
was brought from Twr kelyn in 
Anglefey ; and of the grit-itone, 
from Vaenol in this county. ‘The 
Menai greatly facilitated the car- 
riage from both places. 

‘© The external flate of the walls 
and caftleare at prefent exactly as 
they were in the time of Edward. 
The walls are defended by numbers 
of round towers, and have two prin- 
cipal gates; the eaft, facing the 
Mountains ; the weft, upon the Me- 
nai. The entrance into the cafile ts 
very auguit, beneath a great tower, 
on the front of which appears the 
ftatue of the founder, with a dagger 
in his hand, as if menacing his new- 
acquired unwilling fubjects. The 
gate had four portcullifes, and every 
requifite of ftrength. ‘The court 
is oblong. The towers are very 
beautiful; none of them round, 
but pentagonal, hexagonal, or o¢ta- 
gonal: two are more lofty than the 
reft. The Eagle Tower is remarkably 
fine, and has the addition of three 
flender angular turrets iffuing from 
the top. Edward II, was born in a 
litle dark room ia this tower, not 
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twelve feet long, nor eight ia 
breadth ; fo little did in thofe days, 
a royal confort confult cither pomp 
or conveniency. The gate through 
which the affectionate Eleanor en- 
tered, to give the Welfla prince of 
their own, who could not -~ a 
word of Englifh, is at the farthelt 
end, ata vait height above the out- 
fide ground ; fo could only be ap- 
proached by a draw-bridge. In his 
fixteenth year, the prince received 
the homage ot his duped fubjects at 
Chefter, invefted, as marks of his 
dignity, with a chaplet of gold 
round his head, a golden ring on 
his finger, and a filver fceptre im his 
hand. 

** The walls of this fortrefs are 
about feven feet nine inches thick ; 
and have within their thicknefé a 
moft convenient gallery, with nar- 
row flips, for the difcharge of ar- 
rows. The walls of the Eacle 
‘lower are near two feet thicker. 
The view from its fummit is very 
fine, of the Menai, Anglefey, and 
the nearer parts of the Britifh Alps. 

“¢ The firft whom I find appoint- 
ed by Edward to be governor of the 
caftle, was John de Havering, with 
a falary of two hundred marks ; for 
which he was obliged to maintain 
conftantly, befides his own family, 
fourfcore men, of which fifteen were 
to be crofs-bowmen, one chaplain, 
one furgeon, and one fmith; the 
re{t were to do the duty of keepers 
of the gates, centinels, and other ne- 
ceffary offices. 

** In 1289, I find that the king 
had appointed Adam de Wetenhall 
to the fame important office. 

** The eftablifiment for the town 
and caftle was as follows : , 

«¢ The conftable of the caftle had 
fometimes fixty pounds, at others 
only forty. 

*¢ The captain of the town had 
yal. 3s. 4d. for his annual fee ; but 

this 
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this office was fometimes annexed to the wages of 4d, per day e 
the former, and then the fee was 6ol. Surely this flight garrifon a rea, 
for both. during peacetul times ! as Only 
*¢ The conftable and the captain “« The porter of the gates of th 
had twenty-four foldiers allowed town had for his annual fee +) 
them for the defence of the place, at 10s.” ce 3h, 
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RELIGIOUS CUSTOMS ufed among the WELCH in former 


Times. 
[From the fame Work.] 


“6 SHALL here bring into one of white loaves, in a great difh, and 
point of view the feveral re- fometimes a cheefe, with a piece of 
ligious cuftoms ufed among us in money ftuck in it, to certain poor 
former times: which Have been perfons. After that they prefent, in 
gradually dropped, in proportion the fame manner, a cup of drink, 
as the age grew enlightened. Se- and require the perfon to drink a 
veral were local, feveral extended little of it immediately. When that 
through the whole country: per- is done, all prefent kneel down; and 
haps fome, which were exprefliveof the minifter, if prefent, fays the 
their hatred of vice, or which had Lord’s Prayer: atter which, they 
a charitable end, might as well have proceed with the corpfe; and at 
been retained, notwithftanding the every crofs-way, between the houfe 
{mack of folly that was often to be and the church, they lay down the 
perceived in them. . bier, kneel, and again repeat the 
‘¢ Inchurch, at the name of the Lord’s Prayer; and do the fame 
Devil, an univerfal {pitting feized when they firft enter the church. 
the congregation, as if in con- yard. Itis alfocuttomary, in many 
tempt of that evil fpirit ; and when- places, to fing pfalms on the way ; 
ever Judas was mentioned, they ex- by which the ftillnefs of rural life is 
refled their abhorrence of him by often broken into, in a manner finely 
mitting their breafts. productive of religious reflections. 
66 If there be a Fynnon Vair, the “© To this hour, the bier is car 
well of our Lady, or any other faint, ried by the next of kin; a cuftom 
the water for baptifm was always confidered as the higheft refpect that 
brought from thence ; and after the filial piety can pay to the deceafed, 
ceremony was over, old women were This was a ufage frequent among 
very fond of wafhing their eyes in the Romans of high rank ; and it 
the water of the font. was thought a great continuance of 
¢¢ Previous to a funeral, it was the good fortune which had attend. 
*cuftomary, when the corpfe was ed Metellus Macedonicus through 
brought out of the houfe and laid his whole being, that when he had, 
upon the bier, for the next of kin, in the fulnefs of years, paffed out 
be it widow, mother, fifter, or of life by a gentle decay, — 
daughter (for it muft be a female) kiffes and embraces of his nearel 


to give, over the coffin, a quantity eonnections, he was carried pe je 
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funeral pile on the fhoulders of his 
four fons; and, let me add, that 
each one of them had enjoyed the 
reateit offices of the common- 
wealth. 

« Among the Wefh it was ¢eck- 
oned fortunate for the deceafed if it 
fhould rain while they were carrying 
him to church, that his bier might 
be wet with the dew of heaven. 

“ In fome places it was cultomary 
for the friends of the dead to kneel, 
and fay the Lord’s Prayer over the 
grave, for feveratl Sundays after the 
interment; and then to dreis the 
grave with flowers. 


Manibus date lilia plenis. 
Purpureos f>°.c2m flores; animamque nee 
potis ; 
His falttm accumulem donis, et fungar in- 
ani 
Munere. 
Bring fragrant flowers, the faireft lilies 
bring, ; 
With all the purple beautics of the fpring. 
Thefe gifts at left, thefe honours I'll bettow 
On the dear youth, to pleafe his fhade be- 
low. 
WARTON, 


“ Tt is fill ufual to flick, on the 
eve of St. John the Baprift, over 
the doors, fprigs of St. John’s wort, 
or in lieu of it the common Mug- 
wort. The intent was to purity 
the houfe from evil fpirits; in the 
fame manner as the Druids were 
wont to do with vervaine, which 
fill bears with the Welth the figni- 
ficant title of Cas gan Gythral, or 
the Demons averfion, 


© Upon Chriftmas-day, about 
three o’clock in the morning, moft 
of the parifhioners aflembled in 
church, and after prayers and a fer- 
mon, continued their finging pfalms 
and hymns with great devotion till 
broad day ; and it, through age or 
infirmity, any were difabled from 
attending, they never failed having 
prayers at home, and carols on our 
Saviour’s nativity. The former 
part of the cuftom is ftill preferved ; 
but too often perverted into inteme 
perance. This aét of devotion is 
called Plygan, or the Crowing of 
the Cock. It has been a general 
belief among the fuperftitious, that 
initantly, 


at his warning, 
Whether in fea or fire, in earth or air, 
Th’ extravagant and erring {pirit hies 
To his confine. 


But during the holy feafon, the cock 
was fuppofed to exert his power 
throughout the night; from which, 
undoubtedly, originated the Welth 
word Plygan, as applied to this cuf- 
tom. Accordingly, Shak{peare fine- 
ly defcribes this old opinion ; 


Some fay, that ever "gainft that feafon 
comes 

Wherein our Saviour’s birth is celebrated, 

The bird of dawning fingeth all night long : 

And then, they fay, no fpirit walks abroads 

The nights are wholefome: then no pla- 
nets ftrike : 

No fairy takes: no witch hath power te 
charm, 

So hallow’d and fo gracious is the time, 
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CURIOUS TRIAL about a COAT of ARMS, 


[From the 


e IS fucceffor in the caftle was 
fir Edward Burnel, who 

ferved in many actions in Scorland, 
under Edward I. and appeared with 
great fplendor. Ele was always at- 
tended with a chariot decked with 
banners ; on which, as well as on 
the trappings of his horfes, were de- 
géted his arms He married Alice, 
dsughter of lord Deipenter, by whom 
he had no tijue. On his deceate, 
in 15, his tifler Maud became jole 
heir. he marricd iirit J: bo lord 
Lovel of Tichemerfli, furnamed the 
Rich ; he dicd in 13:5. Her fe- 
cond butband was Johu de Han:low, 
who died 12 1346, and left by her 
ene fon, named Nicholas lord Bur- 
nel, the fubjeét of much contett in 
the court of chivalry with a Rolert 
de Morley on account of the arms 
which Nicholas bore, in right of 
certain lands of the barony of Bur- 
ne}, beftowed on him by his mo- 
ther. ‘Thefe arms de Morley had 
affumed without any juft pretence ; 
but becaufe, as he declared, ‘¢ it 
was his will and pleafure fo to do, 
and that he would defend his fo do- 
ing.” Probably he had no arms of 
his own, having been the firft of his 
family who had appeired in a milli- 
tary capacity. He had ferved as 
e{quire to fir Edward Burnel, with- 
out any other domcitic than one boy; 
and ever fince the death of his maf- 
ter aflumed the arms in difpute. It 
bappencd that they both were at the 
jiege of Calais, under Edward III. 
in 1346, arrayed in the fame arms. 
Nicholas lord Burnel challenged 
the arins as belonging to the Bur 
nels only, he having at that time 
under his command a hundred men, 

o 


fame Work.]} 


on whofe banners were his 
arms. 


s proper 
Sir Peter Corbet, then ahi 


retinue, offered to combat with Ro. 
bert de Morley in fupport of the 
right which his mafter had to the 
arms; but the duel never took 
place, probably becaufe the king de. 


nied his affent. ‘1 he fuit was then 
referred to the cowt of chivalry 
held on the fands before Calais, "a 
fore William Bohun, earl of Nor. 
thampton, high conttable of Eng. 
land, and Thomas Beauchamp, earl 
ot Warwick, esl marthal. The 
trial lutted feveral diys ; when Ro- 
bert, apprehending that the caufe 

would go againii him, took ano 
portunity, in prefence of the king, 
to {wear by God’s flefh, that if the 
arms in quettion were adjudged from 
him, he never more would arm him- 
felf in the king’s fervice. On this 
the king, out of perfonal regard for 
the fignal fervices he had performed 
in thofe arms, and confidering the 
right of Nicholas lord Burnel, was 
defirous to put an end to the contett 
with as little offence as poffible. He 
therefore fent the earl of Lancafter, 
and other lords, to Nicholas, to re- 
queft that he would permit Robert 
de Morley to bear the arms in difputt 
for the term of his life only ; which 
Nicholas, out of refpeét to the king, 
affented to. ‘The king then directed 
the high conftable, and earl marhhal, 
to give judgment accordingly. This 
they performed in the church of St. 
Peter, near Calais ; and their fens 
tence was immediately proclaimed by 
a herald, in the prefence of the whole 

army there aflembled. 4 
‘© Robert de Morlev was feized 
with his laft ijlne{s in Burgundy, be 
the 
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the year 1360, when the Englifh 
army was on its return from the 
blockade of Paris. Feeling the ap- 
roach of death, he direéted that 
fi. banner, with the arms of Bur- 
nel, fhould, upon his deceafe, be 
delivered to Nicholas lord Burnel, 
in purfuance of the judgment before 

fled in the court of chivalry; and 
accordingly his banner-bearer, hav- 
ing in his hands the banner rolled 
up, delivered it to lord Burnel, in 
prefence of numbers of the nobility, 
convened as witnefles of the cere- 
mony. Lord Burnel died in the 
year 1382, and was interred in 
Acton Burnel church, under an al- 
tar tomb, with a brafs inlaid in it 
of the figure of an armed man, and 
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a brafs label, infcribed, Hic sacet 
Dominus Nichs Burnel, miles, domi- 
nus de Holgot, qui ob. 12° die ‘Jan. 
A. D. 1382. Cujus anime propie 
tietur Deus. Amen, 

*“ Among the witnefles in this 
caufe were feveral lords and knights, 
and many very antient people, fome 
of them above a hundred years of 
age; one of a hundred and forty, 
and one of a hundred and twenty, 
probably of Shropfhire, as may be 
collected from their names, and the 
teftimony they gave relative to the 
defcents of the Burnels, and feveral 
private affairs of the family, which 
were likely to be beft known in the 
neighbourhood of their refidence.” 





AFFINITY between ANCIENT and MODERN CUSTOMS in the 
Kingdom of NAPLES, 


[From Mr. Swinpurne’s Travels in the Two Sicilies. ] 


f HE women of this neigh- 

bourhood are handfome, 
and take great pains to deck out 
their perfons toadvantage. Once a 
week they wafh their hair with a 
lye of wood.afhes, that changes it 
trom a dark brown colour to a flaxen 
yellow of many different tints in the 
fame head of hair. This I take to 
be the true flava cefaries of the La- 
tin poets. Experience has taught 
me to difcover many traces of an- 
cient cuftoms in the modes and ha- 
bits of the modern Italians. At- 
tentive obfervation will make a per- 
ton, to whom the claflic writings are 
tamiliar, fenfible of this refemblance 
every day he paffes in the fouthern 
parts of Italy, efpecially if he has 
Opportunities of ftudying the man- 
ners of the lower clafs of inhabi- 
fants, whofe character has as yet 


received but a flight tinge from a 
mixture with foreigners. He will 
recognife the prafice of the an- 
cients, in the appearance and ac- 
tions of old women that are hired 
in Calabria to howl at burials. The 
funeral behaviour and meafure of 
grief in the Calabrete are regulated 
by the ftricteit etiquette. The vir- 
tues as well as vices of a deceafed 
father of a family are recapitulated 
by the oldcit perfon in company. 
‘The widow repeats his words, adds 
comments of her own, then roars 
out loudly, and plucks off handfuls 
of her hair, which the ftrews over 
the bier. Daughters tear their 
locks, and beat their breafts, but 
remain filent. More diftane rela- 
tions repeat the oration coolly, and 
commit no outrage upon their per- 
fons. When the kiniman of a ba- 
ron 
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ron or rich citizen dies, a number 
of old women are hired to perform 
all thefe ceremonies tor the Geil. 

‘¢ At Napies, the forms are ra- 
ther different. J was one day wit- 
nefs of the funeral of an old fifher- 
man. ‘The actions of his widow 
were fo overitrained as to be truly 
ridiculous : fhe tore off her hair and 
clothes, and yelled in the moft hi- 
deous manner, till her ftep-fons ap- 
peared to take poffeffion of the goous : 
fhe then turned her fury upon them, 
and beat them out of the houle. 
The priefts now came for the body, 
and fhe oppofed their entry for a 
decent length of time; but at laft, 
fuffering herfelf to be overpowered 
by nuinbers, flew to the window 
with her daughters and her mother 
(who, from having outlived many 
relations, had f{carce a hair left on 
her head), and there beat her breatl, 
feratched her cheeks, and threw 
whole handfuls of hair towards the 
bicr with the frantic geftures of a 
demoniac. The proceflion was no 
fooner out of fight, than all was 

uiet; and in five minutes [ heard 
yet laughing and dancing about 
the room, as if rejoicing to be rid 
of the old churl. 

‘* In fome parts of the country, 
it isa rule to faft the whole day of 
the interment. Two women, in a 
village near Salerno, mother and 
daughter of a farmer, at whofe re- 
moval from the houte they had act- 
ed their parts with great applaufe, 
locked themfelves up, and, in or- 
der to recover flrength after the fa- 
ticue they had rn, ea began, 
in defiance of cutiom, to fry fome 
sieces of tripe for their dinner. As 
ill luck would have it, a coupte of 
relations, Who, living at a great 
diftance, had come too late tor the 
ceremony, knocked at the door to 
pay their refpects to the difcontolate 
widow. Great was the difhiculty 


they found in Saining admittance: 
all the parade of criet was q ain dif. 
played, the dinner flipped ine . 
napkin, and hid under the bed : i 
nothing heard in the seca be 
groans and lamentazions, The 
ftrangers entered with compa 
mien, and were endeavouring, with 
little fuccefs, to adminifter- 
fort to their unhappy kinfwome 
when, behold! a dog they ha 
brought with them winded the f 
and dragged it out into the middle 
of the floor, to the great fcandal of 
the vifitors, and the uttef confufion 
of the mourners, whofe reputation 
Was irretrievably ruined in the ef. 
teem of the whole parith. 

“¢ The verfe in Virgil, 


com. 


Hinc alta fub rupe canet frondator ad 
auras, Ecl. 1. 


naturally occurs, when, in our walks 
under the rocky cliffs of Pofilipo, 
we fee the peafant {winging from the 
top of a tree on a rope of twiited 
willows, trimming the poplar, and 
the luxuriant tendrils of the vine, 
and hear him make the whole vale 
ring with his ruftic ditty. 

‘¢ A claflic fcholar cannot ftroll 
under the groves of the plain, with- 
out calling to mind Horace’s, 

Durus 
Vindemiatof et invictus, cni fepe viator 
Cefliffet, magna compellans voce cu- 
cullum. Sat. 7. 

if he attend to the vine-dreffer fitting 
among the boughs, lafhing raw lads 
and bafhful maidens, as they retura 
from market, with the fame grofs 
wit and rough jokes that gave fuch 
zeit of old tothe farces uf Atella. 

‘¢ The Neapolitan girls dance to 
the fnapping of their fingers and 
the beat of a tambourine, and whirl 
their petticoats about them. With 
creater elegance in the polition, a0 
more airinefs in the flow of the dra- 
pery, flsiking likenefies of poo 


Oa the ANCIENT and MODERN CUSTOMS in NAPLES, [17>] 


may be found among the paintings 
of Herculaneum. 

« A young fifherman of Naples 
naturally throws his limbs into the 
molt graceful attitudes ; and it was, 
po doubt, from the ttudy ‘of fimilar 
firures, that the Grecian ftatuaries 
drew their nice ideas of beauty and 

srtection of forms. 

“If an antiquary longs for a Ro- 
man difh, Sorrento wrll fupply him 
with the paps of a fow, dreit in the 
antique taite, by the name of Ver- 
rina; and I believe Peregrine 
Pickle’s learned frend might, with 
a little attention, difcover fuMcient 
remnants of ancient cookery in the 
environs of Naples, to make out a 
tolerable bill of tare. 


“ To this day, the rigging of 
fall veficls on the Neapolitan coatt 
aniwers the defcriptions left us of 
ancient failing. I doubt whether 
it be an eafy matter to ¢ mpre- 
hend the manceuvres of Ulyfles or 
JEneas in their various navira- 
tions, without having examined 
the trim of one of thefe boats 3 
nay, I believe it fearcely pofflible to 
enter into the fpirit of the clafiic 
authors, without a previous vilit to 
Italy or Greece. I am certain at 
leaft, that my travels on claffic 
ground have rendered me infinitely 
more fenfible of their beauties, than 
I ever fhould have been had I re. 
mained at home.” 
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MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS. 





ACCOUNT of the CONSPIRACY againft VENICE, formed 


>in 1618, 


by Don Atpuonso DE LA Curva, Marquis of Bedmar, 


[From Dr. Tuompson’s Continuation of Dr. Warsox’s Hiftory of the 
Reign of Philip the Third, King of Spasin.] 


66 F all the confpiracies or plots 


which wére formed or con- 
nived at by the Spanifh minitters, in 
this or any other period, that which 
was framed againit the republic of 
Venice, by Don Aiphonto de la 
Cueva, marquis of bedmar, was 
the moft remarkable, and the moft 
important, whether we have refpect 
to itsend, or to that complicated 
machinery by which it was to be ac- 
complifhed, ‘That the marquis was 
a perion of very extraordinary abi- 
lines fufhciently appears from this 
circumitance, that, at a time when 
the cabinet of Madrid had an op- 
tion of diltinguifhed abilities, he 
was appointed ambaffador in ordi- 
nary at Venice, of all the courts of 
Europe the moft refined in its po- 
litics and determined in its couniels. 
From an intimate acquaintance with 
ancient as well as modern hiitory, 
which he read with the eyes of a 
philofopher and flatefman, and auch 
obfervation on the feene of human 
life, in which he was at once an 
important actor and judicious fpec- 
tator, he acquired a fagacity to 
which the council of Spain locked 
up with an almott fuperftitious ve- 
neration. ‘To a deep infight into 
the nature of political affairs, he 
added thote qualities that are fo re- 
guifite in a practical politician; a 


facility of fpeaking and writing 
with inexpreffible grace; a quick 
difeernment of characters; an air 
and manner always frank and unre. 
ferved; and at the fame time fuch 
force of mind, that under the mot 
trving feelings of the heart, andthe 
fevereit agitations of the paffions, he 
betrayed not the fmallett fymptom 
of perturbation, but on the contrary 
retained the moft unequivocal ap- 
pearance of perfect ferenity. With 
thefe qualities, which diftinguithed 
his character, he poffeffed in an 
eminent degree another, which is 
common to all Spaniards; a zeal 
for the glory of the monarchy and 
the honour of the Spamifh name. 
This had of late undergone an ec- 
clipfe, and the marquis was willing 
to revive its luftre by the total ruin 
of a power that had contributed fo 
greatly to its decay, the republic of 
Venice. He was invited to attack 
this {tate by various circumflances: 
the war with theAuftrians had drain- 
ed Venice both of arms and men; 
the fleet was confined to Iftria, the 
feat of the war; the land army was 
equally diftant ; the exigencies 0 
war had occafioned the moft op- 
preffive taxes, which, as the people 
fufpected, were not wholly applied 
to the public ufe: the marquis, 


therefore, perfuaded himfelf that the 
revoluuion 


n 








ACCOUNT of the CONSPIRACY againt VENICE. [179] 


evolution he had planned would not 
only be practicable, but to the ge- 
perality of the’ people, acceptable ; 
nay, of the nobility, not a few 
were difcontented with the govern- 
ment, and rejoiced in all the mif- 
fortunes of the itate, as the effects 
of meafures which they had dif- 
approved. The more neceflitous of 
that order, the marquis knew by 
experience, might be prevailed on, 
if not to act a part in the tragedy, 
yet to give fuch intelligence as 
might in reality promote the cata- 
ftrophe of Venice. Another ground 
of encouragement was, that the 
flower of the Venetian army con- 
fifted of Hollanders and Walloons, 
mercenaries, whofe officers he trutt- 
ed might be feduced by the power- 
ful allurements of gold, to betray 
the caufe of Venice, and to efpoufe 
that of Spain. ‘The fleet of the 
republic was indeed formidable, but 
there too he hoped to make dread- 
ful havoc with the fame weapons he 
propofed to employ in weakening 
the Venetian army. Ie only re- 
mained, that he fhould attach to his 
perfon, and t> the terrible object 
he had in view, a fufficient num- 
ber of determined confidants, by 
means of whom he might combine 
the efforts of thoufands in a fcheme, 
with the nature of which they were 
not to be entrufted until the mo- 
ment of execuiion. He imparted 
his project to the marquis of Villa 
Franca, and the duke of Offuna. 
Thefe minifters were delighted with 
the novelty and the boldnefs of his 
ideas, and without hefitation pro- 
mifed to contr:buie all in’ their 
power towards its accomplifhment, 
It does not appear that he commu- 
nicated his defign to the court of 
Madrid; but he was fufficiently ac- 
quainted with the ideas of ambi- 
tion that ftill reigned in the council 
of Spain, to know, that if the pro- 


ject fhould be carried happily into 
execution, of which he ded not en- 
tertain any doubr, it would meet 
with their hearty applaufe and ads 
miration. But while this project 
was ripening by degrees, the court 
of Spain was obliged, by the vi- 
gour of the young king of France, 
to make gradual advances towards 
a general peace in [taly. This 
would have difarmed the troops of 
Spain, and deprived the confpira- 
tors of thofe inttruments with which 
they hoped to fubjeét to the mo- 
narchy the ftates of Venice. Hence 
the various artifices of Toledo and 
Offuna to prolong the war, and to 
prevent a final accommodation of 
differences. The marquis had b 
this time entered into the mott inti- 
mate correfpondence and confidence 
with a number of men, who, con- 
fiding in the tranfeendent powers of 
his mind, and contemplating the 
mighty rewards that were exhibited 
to their view, wete ready to execute 
his orders.with promptitude and a. 
lacrity. Thefe men were highly 
diitinguifhed from the multitude, 
by conflancy in tle moft trying fi- 
tuations, by unthaken fid ‘lity to 
their engacements, and by a bold 
and daring courage. Nothing was 
wanting to entitle them to the high- 
eft decree of praife, but the exere 
tion of thefe virtues in a worthy 
caufe, 

‘© The principal arrangements ia 
this confpiracy were thefe: fifteen 
hundred veterantroops, chofen from 
the Spanifh army in Milan, by Don 
Pedro himfelf, were to be introduce 
ed into the city of Venice, not ina 
body, but a few at a time, and un- 
armed. ‘They were to receive arms 
from the inarquis of Bedmar. But 
left any untorefeen accident fhould 
marr the intentions of Toledo, five 
thoufand Hollanders, who lay at 
the Lazaretto, not above two miles 
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diftant from the city were ready 
to be introduced, man by man, at 
firft, and atrerwards, in the tumult 
and confulion that was e spec ted to 
enfue, in a body. Briganun es and 
barks were to be fent trom Naples 
into the channels and ports of Ve- 
nice, having on board fix thoufand 
men. A number of large fhips 

were afterwards to caft anchor on 
the fhores of Friuli. Under the 
countenance of the latter, and a- 
midit the confulion and horrors to 
be excited by the former, the con- 
{pirators were to act thar feveral 
parts in the intended tra; vedy : one 
was to fet fire to the arfen: al, others 
to dillerent parts of the city ; fome 
were to take poffeffion of the mint; 
fome to feize the principal places 
of itrength; and the part allotted 
to many, was, to annihilae the 
conflitution of Venice by murder- 
ing the fenators. Artillery was to 
be drawn up to the highelt em i- 
nences, for the put ‘pofe of laying 
the city in ruins, in cafe the inha- 
bitants fhould attempt refiltance, 

Field pieces were to be difpoted in 
different quarters of the city, point- 
ing into the principal fireets And 
as it was neceflary to bein poffeifion 
of fome inland town in the terri- 
tories of the republic, which might 
ferve as a barrier again{t the return 
of the Venetian land army, if call- 
edto Venice to oppote the con{pi- 
rators, and as a magazine for the 
Spanith army, Don Pe ds ro held a 
clofe correfpondence with certain 
officers of the eairifon of Crema, 
who were to berr ay om town into 
the hands of the Span’ ards. At other 
plot was yet neceffary to give full 
effect to the grand confpiracy. A 
port was to be occupied in the Ve- 
netian Gulf, which might receive 
the Spanith ficet, if, by any acci- 
dent, it fhould ws obliged to feek a 
retreat, when employed in that fea, 


There is a place of conhiderable 
firength, called Marano, iy an iflan 4 
bordering upon Itiria, with a har. 
bour cap. ble of receiving a larg » 
fleet. ‘The office r fecond in con. 
mane in the garrifon of Marano ey. 

ged tuo aflaflinate the porernor, 
: = never he thould receive ord, erg 
from ‘Toledo, and to hold the towg 
in the name of the Span iurds. 

‘* Such was the complicated 
fcheme tormed for the dediry, tion of 
the renowned city and republic of 
Venice : a fcheme which involved 
in its nature whatever human j Inge- 
ni lity could plan, or the cour: ive of 
man dare to execute, but which 
failed of fuccefs trom ane of thofe 
unforefeen accidents that fo often 
h: appen to intimidate the hearts of 
affitiins, and to difconcert the pro 
jects ot contpi lvators. 

‘“* A confpiracy fo Important in 
itsend, and at the fame time fo va. 
rious “nel its means, does not occur 
in hiflory. That of Cataline againg 
the Roman republic, pointed to 
equal horrors, and to ftill great iter 
revoluuion ; but the means by which 
he hoped to accomplith it were more 
fimple, and conicquently lefs ab- 
furd than thofe employed by the 
bold imagination, rather than the 
folrd judgment of the marquis | of 
Bedmar. It was probably in im- 
tation of that cireum/flantial and in- 
terefting narrative which the Ro- 
man hi tori: in has given of the Ca- 
talinarian confpiracy , that the elo- 
quent and profound Saint Keal com- 
pofed his beautiful account of the 
Spanith confpiracy againit Venicee 
‘This copious narrative, though 
he ightened 1 in fmall intlances by the 
colourings of poetry, and the cir 
cumftantiality of fiction, is yet true 
in the moft material particulars, and 
ferves, in the words of the author, 
to di {play the ** power of prudence 
over human affaurs, and the do- 
Mi GION 
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minion of fortune ; the extent of the 
fimits of the human mind, its great- 
eft ftrength, and its fectet frailties ; 
the numberlefs conliderations to 
which the politician muft attend, 

who afpires to govern his fe om 
men; and the difference between 
true and falfe refinement.” It is 
this lait retleCtion which perpetually 
recurs to the reader, and {trikes him 
with peculiar force, Nothing but 
the extravagance of hope, enn the 
blindnefs of paffion, could have fe- 
duced the judgment of Don Alphon- 
io de la Cueva, to believe that he 
fhould be able, by any efforts of 
genius, to com bine into one harmo- 
nious mi achine, fo many and fuch 
various {prings. ‘The various ideas 
and correfponding emotions and paf- 
fions which rife in the mind on dif- 



















CHARACTER OF THE NORTHERN NATIONS, (181} 


ferent occafions, and in diferent 
circum{tances, render the views aad 
defigus of men fluctuating and un. 
certain. The fmalheft incident in 
health or fortune, is fufficient to 
fhake a refolution big with danger 
and death. ‘The minds of men are 
fuch delicate, refined, and variabie in- 
ftruments, thata thoufand accidents 
difturb their operation. ‘he moft 
fortunate adventurers in life, are 
tho’e who do not pretend to form, 
but who have vigilance and fagacity 
to improve conjunctures. Political 
revolutions are not to be effected by 
the fubtleries and refinements of a 
genius profound and metaphyfical ; 
but by the boldnefs and dexterity of 
a Catar ora C romwell, who know 
to feize the important moment of 
decilive execution.” 





Some CIRCUMSTANCES relative to the CHARACTER of the 
NORTHERN NATIONS, who introduced the FEUDAL GO- 
VERNMENT and MANNERS. 


(From Dr. Bearrre’s Differtations, Moral and Critical.] 


HERE are, in the charac- 

ter of this extraordinary 
people, feveral particulars that de- 
ferve attention. We may call them 
one pecple, becaufe a great fimil- 
arity in manners, Opinions, and go- 
vernment, prevailed among them ; 
though they occupied many wide re- 
gions in the northern part of the 
conunent of Europe. 

*« Firft: they are a ftrong, hardy, 
and active race of men. ‘This cha- 
racter they muft have derived, ina 
great meafure, from their climate 
and needy circumftances. Want is 

parent of induftry. To obtain 
even the neceflarics of life, where 
the climate is cold, and the foil un- 
tractable, requires continual exer- 
tion; which at once inures the mind 


to vigilance, and the body to la. 

bour. ‘The Germans, in Crefar’s 
time, made it their boat, that they 
had not been under a roof for four- 
teen years ; which conveyed fuch an 
idea of their ferocity and ftreneth 
to the neighbouring Gauls, that 
they thoug he them invincible + ; and 
even Carfar found it difficult to per- 

fuade his Romans to march againtt 
them. Warm and fruittul countries 
generally produce (unlefs where a 
{pirit of commerce and manufacture 
prevails) effeminacy and indolence : 
for there, neither art nor labour is 
neceflary to procure what is requi- 
fite to life; and there, of courfe, 

both the mind and the body are apt 
to grow languid for want of exer- 
cile. 
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s* Secondly: They were fierce 
and courageous. This was owing, 
not only to their activity and necef- 
fitous life, but alfo, in part, totheir 
religion ; which taught them to un- 
dervalue life, and to wifh rather to 
die in battle, or by. violence, than 
in the common courfe of nature. 
For they believed, that the fouls of 
thofe who fell in war, or were put 
to death, had a better right than 
others to happinefs in a future life ; 
and pafled immediately into the hall 
of Odin (fo in latter times they 
called heaven), where they were to 
be regaled with feafting and feftivity 
through innumerable ages. Agree- 
ably to which opinion, in fome of 
the nations adjoining to Hudfon’s 
bay, who are thought to be of the 
fame race, it is {till cuftomary, for 
the old men, when they become 
unfic for labour, to detire to be 
ftrangled ; a fervice, which they de- 
mand as an act of duty from their 
children; or, if they have no chil- 
dren, requeit, asa favour, of their 
friends. 

« A third peculiarity in the cha- 
racter of thefe people is, their at- 
tention to their women. Wirth us, 
the two fexes aflociate together, and 
mutually improve and polifti one 
another: but Rome and Giecce 
they lived feparate ; and the condi- 
tion of the temale was little better 
than flavery ; as it itillis, and has 
been from very early times, in many 
parts of Afia, and in European and 
African Turkey. But the Gothick 
warriors were in all their expedi- 
tions attended by their wives ; whom 
they regarded as friends and faithful 
counfellors, and frequently as facred 
perfons, by whom the gods were 
pleafed to communicate their wiil to 
mankind. ‘This in part accounts for 


the reverence wherewith the female 
{ex were always treated by thofe 
conqucrors : and, as Euxope till 
retains many of their cuttoms, and 
much of their policy, this may be 
given as one reaion of that polite 
gallantry, which diftinguihhes oyr 
manners, and has extended itfelf 
through every part of the world that 
is fubject to European government, 

*¢ Another thing remarkable in 
the Gothick nations, was an invip. 
cible fpirit of liberty. Warm and 
fruitful countries, by promoting in. 
dolenee and luxury, are favourable 
to the views of tyrannical princes ; 
aud commonly were in ancient, as 
many of them are in modern times, 
the abode of defpotiim. But the 
natives of the North, more active 
and valiant, are for the mott part 
more jealous of their privileges, 
Exceptions may be found to all ge. 
neral theortes concerning the in- 
fluence of climate in forming the 
human charaéter: but this will be 
allowed to have been true of the an- 
ticnt Germans, and thofe other na- 
tions, whereof I now fpeak. All 
the Gothick inftitutions were, in 
their pureft form, favourable to li- 
berty. The kings, or generals, 
were at firft chofen by thofe who 
were to obey them; and though 
they acknowleged, and indeed in- 
troduced, the diftinction of fuperior 
und vaflal, they were careful to fe- 
ure the independence, and refpec- 
tive rights ot both, as far as the 
common fafety would permit. ‘lo 
them there is reafon to believe that 
we are indebted for thofe two great 
eftablifiments, which torm the balis 
of Britith freedom, a parliament for 
making laws, and juries for trying 
criminals, and deciding differences.’ 
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OBSERVATIONS on the QUESTION, Whether the REARING 
and EDUCATING of CHILDREN thould be left to the Parents, 


or provided for by the Public ? 


[From the fame Work. ] 


“ 7HILE I regret the inat- 

tention of many parents 
to one of the moft indifpentable of 
all human duties, 1 cannot adopt 
the fentiments of thofe, who muain- 
tain, that parents in general are not 
to be intrufted with the care of their 
young ones, For ii children and 
their parents were forced to liy e fe 
parate, the attachments ot kindred 
would be greatly weakened, if noc 
entirely loft. Now this muil be un- 
fuitabie to the views ot providence ; 
who would not have made the ties 
of natural affection fo ttrong in every 
animal, ande.pecially in man, if it 
had been tor the advantage of ani- 
mal life, or of human focjety, that 
they fhould be diifolved or difre- 
varded. That nature intended the 
mother to be the nurfe of her own 
infant, ynd that the worit conte- 
quences are to be apprehended when 
we wilfully contradict this intention 
of nature, is too plain to require 
any proof. And when the mother 
has, with the father’s aid, difcharged 
that part of her duty, in which, in 
ordinary cafes, every mother finds 
the greatett delight ; and when thus 
the attachment of both parents to 
their child is heightened by long ac- 
quaintance, and by thofe thrillings 
of ineffable futisfaction, wherewith 
every exercife of parental love is 
accompanied; --when, I fay, the 
parental affections are thus wound 
up to the highett pitch, where is the 
child likely to meet with fo much 
tendernefs, and fo zealous a con- 
cern for his temporal and cternal 


welfare, as in the houfe of thofe 
Who gave him birth ? 

‘* An interchange of the parental 
and filial duties is, moreover, friend- 
ly to the happinefs, and to the vir- 
tue of all concerned. It gives a 
peculiar fenfibility to the heart of 
man; intufing a fpivit of generofity 
and a fenfe of honour, which have 
a mott benign influence on_ public 
good, as well as on private man- 
ners. When we reed, that Epami- 
nondas, after the battle of Leuvétra, 
declared, that one chief caufe of his 
joy was the confideration of the 
pleafure which his victory would 
give his father and mother; is it 
potfible for us to think, that this 
man, the greateft perhaps and the 
beft that Greece ever faw, would 
have been {fo generous,.or fo ami- 
able, if he had not known who his 
parents were? In fact, there are 
not many virtues that reflect greater 
honour Wpon our nature, than the 
parcucal and the filal. When any 
uncommon examples of them occur 
in hiftory, or in poetry, they make 
their way to the heart at once, and 
the reader’s melting eye bears telti- 
mony to theirlovelinefs. 

* Amidit che triumphs of heroifm, 
Hector never appears fo great, asin 
a dumettic fcene, when he invokes 
the blefling of heaven upon his 
child ; nor does Priam, on any other 
occafion, engage our elteem fo ef- 
fectualiy, or our pity, as when, at 
the hazard of his lite, he goes into 
the enemies camp, and into the pre- 
fence of his fierceft enemy, to beg 
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the dead body of his fon. Achilles’s 
love to his parents. forms a dillin- 
guifhing part of his character ; and 
that fingle circumftance throws an 
amiable foftnefs into the mott terri- 
fick hyman perfonege that ever was 
cefcribed ia poetry. The interview 
between Ulyfles and his Father, ar- 
ter an abience of twenty years, it 
is 1M; poli le to read without fuch 
emotion, as will convince every 
reader of fenfibility, that Homer 
jedged well, in making parental and 
filial virtue the fubject of his fong, 
when he meant to fhow his power 
over the tender paifions. 

‘¢ Vircil was too wife, not to 
imitate his mafler in this particular. 
He expatiates on the fame virtue 
with peculiar complacency ; and 
loves to fet it off inthe moll charm- 
ing colours. Lis hero is an illuf- 
rious example. When Anchifes re- 
fufes to leave Troy, and fignifies his 
refolution to perifh in its flames, 
Eneas, that he mav not furvive his 
father, or witnefs the maflacre of his 
houfehold, is on the point of rufh- 
ine to certain death ; avd nothing 
lefs than a miracle prevents him. He 
then bears on his fhoulders the in- 
firm old man to a place or fatety, 
and ever atter behaves cared him 
as becomes a fon, and a fubiec 
and {peaks of his death in terms o 
the urmott tendernefsand veneration 
As a futher he is equally aii 
ate: and his fon is not deficient in 
filyal dy ity. Turnus, when val 
quithed, condefeends to atk his Mie 
for the fake ot his awed parent, who 
he knew would be tncenfolable tor 
his lofs, The voung, the gentle, 
the beautiful Laufus dies in defence 


ch! a aCe 

of his tath rs ang tne araAe!l pro- 
vokes his own cdeltrudétion, becaute 
he cannot live without bis fon, and 


. 
; 


wifhes to be laid with him in the 
fume grave. The lamentations ot 


Evander over his Pallas tranfcend al 
praife of criticilm. And nothing, 
even in this poem, the moft pathe. 
tick of all human compofiti On 5, is 
more noving, than what is related 
of the eallant youth Ey iryalus; when, 
on undert: \king that nig ht-adventure 
which proved fatal to him, he re. 
commends his helplefs parent to the 
Trojan prince. “6 She knows not,” 
fays he, ‘ot this enterprife : iad I 
¢o without bide ‘ing her farewell : for 
i call the Geds to witnefs, that | 
cannot fupport the fight of a weep- 
ing mother.” Let a man read 
Vv irgil with attention, and with tafte; 
and then be a cruel parent, oran un- 
dutitul child, if he can. And k 
him atk his own heart this q: alll 
Whether human nature would not 
be deprived of many of its bet 
affections, and human fociety of 
its beit comforts, if the ideas of thofe 
projectors were to be realifed, who 
propofe to improve the political art 
by annihilating the attachments of 
confanguinity. 

‘© Mankind have in all ages paid 
refpect to high birth, and entertained 
a partia ility towards thofe who are 
de feon ded of virtuous anceltors. 
And of feveral good reafons, that 
have been given for it, this isone ; 
~ we may haye more confidence 
¢ honour of fuch perfons, than 
in tho vofe who have no ul trios, of 
honett, kindred, to difgrace by their 
unworthinefs, or to adorn by their 

virtue. Is net this a proof, that 
the ties ot kindred a are une eritood to 
be f} iendiy fo our nature om that 
the policy, which tends to looien 
t! eM, 6 y keeping pare nes Qn i chil 
dren teparate, or mut ually unknown 
to cach other, mufi he cetriment i 


te 


to pudlic good, as well as to private 
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hy ADHD Sas 5 ro 
rematk on this fubject. 6 Unmar- 


: ; helt triers 
ried men, fays he, are deit Triches, 
ad hy ++ 
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beft matters, bett fervants : but not 
always belt fubjects; for they are 
light to run away ; and almott all 
fugitives are Of that condition. For 
foldiers,” continues he, a little at- 
ter, ** [find that the generals in 
their hortatives commonly put men 
in mind ot their wives and children: 
and { think the defpifiing of mar- 
riage among the Turks maketh the 
yulgar foldier more bafe, Certainly, 
wite and children are a kind of dii- 
cipline of humanity: and fingle 
men, though they be many times 
more charitable, becaufetheir means 
are lefs exhauit, yet, on the other 
fide, they are more cruel and hard- 
hearted, becaufe their tendernefs is 
not fo oft called upon,” 

«© My principal view in this ar- 
gument is, to overturn one ot Pla- 
to's theories. “That philofopher is 
of opinion, that parents ought not 
to be entrufted with their children, 
becaule they are apt to ruin them 
by immoderate tondnefs. His plan, 
therefore, is, that infants, as foon 
as born, fhould be conveyed to 
places fet apart for them, and taken 
care of by nurfes and teachers ap- 
pointed by the public: that parents 
may never know their own oilspring ; 
and that trom their earhetl years 
the riling generation may be taught 
to confider themielves as the chil- 
dren of the commonwealth. He 
thinks too, that the father and mo- 
ther fhould not live in domettic 
Union; nor ever meet, but on cer- 
tain folemn feftivals ; and that even 
this indulgence fhould be denied to 
all, who are not in the prime of 
lite, and of a healthy coni{titution, 
In a word, his plan tends to abolith 
families, to efface every idea of kin- 
dred, and to render the inrercourte 
of the fexes in the rational world fi- 
milar tothat of brutes : which would 
make men wortle than favages; de- 





OBSERVATIONS ON EDUCATING CHILDREN. [18s] 


{troy all the delicacies of modefly, 
and conjugal friendthip ; and deprive 
fociety ot thofe mott important 
Means Of improvement, which men 
and women derive trom the company 
and convertatioa of each other. it 
would allo divett us ot thofe habits 
of mutual kindnefs that take their 
rife in a family, and are, as we have 
feen, fo effectual in refining and 
adorning our nature; and it would 
extinguiih many of the noblett in- 
centives of activity and patriotifm, 
It we had been fent into the world 
for no other purpofe, but to acta 
part, | like puppets or players, in 
the farce ot democratical govern- 
ment ; and had no private interett to 
contend for, while here, and no 
need to prepare our minds, by ha- 
bits of picty and benevolence, tor 
happinets hereatter: in a word, if 
we were creatures quite different 
from what we are, this plan might 
be allowed to have fome meaning. 
But, taking man as he is, and pay- 
ing a due regard to his inherent 
rights, and final deftination, we can- 
not helitate to pronounce it unnatue- 
ral and abfurd, and alike untriendly 
to happinefs and to virtue. 

* And what you will afk, are 
the advantages fuppoled by the fan- 
ciful philofopher to refule from it? 
He thinks, it would free the com. 
monwealih trom the evils of avarice, 
the chicf motive to which he 
imagines to be one’s attachment to 
atamily. Butin this he is widely 
miitaken. Attachment to a family 
gives rife to induftry, and prudent 
economy, which ought always to be 
encouraged, becaufe productive of 
private happinefs, as well as of pub- 
lic good ; but has nothing to do 
with avarice; which is known to be 
fubvertive of benevolence, and to 
prevail more in hearts that ave har- 
dened aguinit the claims of confan- 
guinity, 
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guinity, and the calls of nature, than 
among thole who love shake chil- 
dren and kindred. He thinks, that 
10 this wiy the it te would be fup- 
plied with healthy citizens: and to 
this too he is mittuken. For the 
conttitution of the child may be 
bad, when that of the parent is 
good; and weakly parents have of- 
ten {trong children. Nor is bodily 
ftrength the only thing defirable in 
a good citizen ; wifdom and virtue, 
which are often united with an in- 
firm body, are much more impor- 
tant: Demofthenes, Cicero, and in 
the latter part of his lite Julius Ce- 
far, were valetudinarians; and one 
of the greateft men that Sparta ever 
produced, I mean Agefilaus, was 
lame of aleg. And it is found by 
experience, thet, without being fub- 
jected to the reftraints propo fed by 
this unnatural plan of policy, moit 
men enjoy as much health, as is 
requifite to all the ordinary bufinefs 
of life. Plato imagines farther, 
that by his fcheme rebellion and fe- 
dition would be prevented ; which, 
he ‘ems to think, do commonly 
take their rife among perions united 
by the ties of blood = But neither 
is this true. In civil commotions, 





COLOURS IN PAINTING 


we often fee parents and children 
attach themfely €s to opp lite Parties; 
and one of the moit thockins ¥ Cala. 
mitics attending civil war is, that ; it 
promotes contention am¢ ay kindred, 
and tets brothe: ag: ‘int bros her, a nd 
the tather againft the fon. 

As to that indifereet tondnefs 
wheeiihe fome parents treat their 
children ; it is am evil no doubr, and 
tends to produce evil; but it hurts 
a tew individuals only, and its bad 
confequences are otren fuccetstully 
counteracted by a hittle knowlege 
of the world: whereas the propofed 
remedy would affect the whole com- 
monwealth with evils inco: nparably 
greater, and withal incurable. Bee 
fides, teachers, as well as parents, 
have been partial to favourites ; but 
nob: rly ever thought of abol) ‘thing 

education, to get rid of this incon 
venience. It would be, like cutting 
off the legs, in order to keep the 
gout out of the great-toe ; or like 
knocking out all the te eth, for the 
purpole of preventing the tooth- 
ach. The beft fecuricy againtt the 
evils of parental fondnefs, is parene 
tal love; and, where parents have 
good fenfe, thar will always be fe 
curity fuficient.” 





On the HARMONY of COLOURS in 


[From Sir Josuua Reywnoxps’s Annotations on Mr. 
lation of Du Fresnoy’s 


” LL the modes of harmony, 


or of producing thar eftcct 
of colours which is required in a 
picture, may be reduced to three, 
two of which belong to the grand 
ftyle, and the other to the oma 
mental. 


‘“ The firtt may be called the 


PAINTING. 


Mason’s Tranf- 
Art of Painting. | 


here the colours 


Roman manner, 
rong body, fuch 


are ot a full and : 
as are found inthe Tr -nsfiguratio D5 
the next ¢ that harmony which 13 
produced by what the an cients calle 
ed the ¢ corrups ‘on ot the colours, by 
mixipy and breaking them u ill there 


is a ceneral union in the whole, 
¢ without 
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without apy thine that fhall bring 
to your remembrance the painter’s 
pallette, OF the original colours ; 
this may be called the Bolognian 
fivie: and it 13 this hue and eftect 
of colours which Ludovico Carrac- 
cj feems to have endeavoured to pro- 
duce, though he did not carry it to 
that perfection which we have feen 
fince his time in the {mall works of 
the Dutch fchoo!, particularly Jan 
Steen, where art 1s completely con- 
cealed, and the painter, like a great 
orator, never draws the attention 
from the fubject on himielf. 

The lait manner belongs pro- 

rly tothe ornamental ftyle, which 
we call the Venetian, where it was 
firit practifed, but is perhaps better 
learned irom Rubens. Here the 
brightelt colours polfible are ad- 
mitted, with the two extremes of 
warm and cold, and thofe reconcil- 
ed by being difperfed over the pic- 
ture, till the whole appears hke a 
bunch ot flowers. 

“ As I have yiven inftances from 
the Dutch fchool, where the art of 
breaking colour may be learned, we 
may recommend here an attention 
tothe works of Watteau for excel- 
lence in this florid tiyle of painung. 

** To all thefe different manners, 
there are fome general rules that 
mutt never be neglected; that the 
fame colour, which makes the largett 
mafs, be diflufed, and appear to re- 
vive in different parts of the pic- 
ture; fora fingle colour will make 
a fpot or blot. Even the difperfed 
fleth colours, which the taces and 
hands make, require their principal 
mais, which is beit produced by a 
naked figure; but where the fub- 
ject will not allow of this, a drapery 
approaching to flefh-colour will an- 
fwer the purpofe; as in the Tranf- 
figuration, where a woman is cloth- 
ed in drapery of this colour, which 
Makes a principal to all the heads 
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and hands of the picture; and, for 
the fake of harmony, the colours, 
however diflinguifhed in their light, 
fhould be nearly the fame in their 
fhadows, of a 
" fimple unity of thade, 
As all were from one fing!e pallette {pread, 





And topgivetheutmoilt force, ftrength, 
and folidity to your work, fome part 
of the picture fhould be as light, 
and fome as dark as poilible: thefe 
two extremes are then to be har- 
monized and reconciled to each o- 
ther. 

*¢ Inflances where both of them 
are ufed may be obferved in two 
pictures of Kubens, which are e- 
qually eminent for the force and 
brilliancy of their etfe¢t; one is in 
the cabinet of the duke of Rutland, 
and the other in the chapel of Ru- 
bens at Antwerp, which ferves as 
lis monument. In both of thefe 
pictures he has introduced a female 
figure dreffed in black fattin, the 
fhadows of which are as dark as 
pure black, oppofed to the contrary 
extreme ot brightnefs, can make 
them, 

*¢ If co thefe different manners 
we add one more, that in which a 
filver-grey or pearly tint is predo- 
minant, | believe every kind of har- 
mony that can be produced by co- 
lours will be comprehended. One 
of the greateft examples in this 
mode is the famous marriage at 
Cana, in St. George’s church at 
Venice, where the fky, which makes 
a very confiderable part of the pic- 
ture, is of the lighteit blue colour, 
and the clouds perfectly white; the 
re{t of the picture is in the fame 
key, wrought from this high pitch. 
We fee likewife many pictures of 
Guido in thistint; and indeed thofe 
that are fo are in his beft manner. 
Female figures, angels, and chil- 
dren, were the fubjects in which 

Guido 


 *- > he 
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Guido more particularly fucceeded ; 
and to fuch the cleanne.s and neat- 
ne(s of this tint perfectly correfponds, 
and contributes nota little to that 
exquifite beauty and delicacy which 
fo much diftinguifhes his works. 
Vo fee this fiyle in periection, we 
muft again have recourie to the 
Dutch ‘fehool, yarticularly to the 
works of the younger Vandevelde, 
and the younger Teniers, whofe 
pictures are valued by the connoif- 
feurs in proportion as they poflefs 
this excellence of a filver tint. 
Which cf thete different ityles ought 
to be preferred, fo as to meet every 
man’s idea, would be difftculr to 
determine, from the predilection 
which every man has to that mode, 
which is practif d by the fchool in 
which he has been educated; but 
if any pre-eminence is to be given, 
it mufi be to that manner which 
itands in the highett ettimation with 
mankind in general, and thetis the 
Venetian, or rather the manner of 
Titian, which, fimply confidered as 
producing an effect of colours, will 
certainly eclipfe with its fplendour 
whatever is brought into competi- 
tion with it. Bat, as I hinted be- 
tore, if female delicacy and beauty 
be the principal object of the paint- 
er’s aim, the purity and clearneis of 


Sh a8 
<style ntti Net a 
all iDute to pro. 
duce it than even the gl 
ot ‘Titian. 

“© The rarity of excellence 
any of thele ttyles of Colouring fu 
vos 08 ag the rapier ot fuc- 
cecainy 1n then), r 
the artift’s attention me re 

Ss on, ile he ts in 
this purfuit, particularly to guard 
againtt thote errors which feem tobe 
annexed to, or thinly divided from, 
their neighbour Ing excellence; thus, 
when he is endeavouring tO acquire 
the Roman iftyle, without great 
care, he falls into a hard and dry 
manner. ‘The flowery colouring ts 
nearly allied to the gaudy effect of 
fan-painting, ‘The fimplicity af 
the Bologniin ftyle requires the 
niceft hand to preferve it from inf 
pidity. ‘That of ‘Titian, which may 
be called the Golden Manner, when 
unfkiltully managed, becomes what 
the painters call Foxy ; and the fil- 
ver degenerates into the leaden and 
heavy manner. All of them, tobe 
pertect in their way, will not bear 
uny union with each other; if they 
are not diitinctly feparated, the ef- 
tect of the picture will be feeble and 
infipid, without any mark or diluin- 
culthed character.” 
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DESCRIPTION OF 


TINTERN-ABBEY. 


{From Mr. Gitpin’s Obfervations on the River Wye. ] 


“ ROM Monmovth we reach- 

1% ed, bya late breakfait-hour, 
the noble ruin of Tintern-abbey ; 
which belongs to the duke of Beau- 
fort; and is efteemed, with its ap- 
pendages, the mott beautiful and 
picturefque view on the river. 

*¢ Caltles and abbevs have ¢iffe- 
rent fituations, agrecable to their 


refpective ufes. The caftle, meant 
for defence, fiands boldly on the 
hil: the abbey, intended for mc- 
citation, is hid in the fequeftered 
vale. 
Ah! happy thou, ef one fuperior rock 
Rear on its brow, the fhivered fragment 
huge 
Of fome old Norman fortrefs: happiet 
far, 
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DESCRIPTION OF TINTERN-ABBEY. 


Ah then moft happy, if thy vale below 
Wath, with the cryital coolnels of its 


rills, wp 
Some mould’ring abbey’s ivy-vefted 
wail. 


«¢ Such is the fituation of Tin- 
tern-abbey. It occupies a gentle 
eminence in the middie of a circular 
valley, beautifully fereened on all 
fides by woody hills; through which 
the river winds its courte; and the 
hills, clofing on its entrance, and 
on its exit, leave no room tor in- 
clement blafts to enter. A more 
pleafing retreat could not eafily be 
found. The wocds, and giades 1n- 
termixed; the winding of the ri- 
ver; the variety of the ground; the 
fplendid ruin, contiatted with the 
objects of nature; and the elegant 
line formed by the fummits of the 
hills, which include the whole ; 
make all together a very inchanting 
iece of feenery. Every thing a- 
round breathes an air fo calm and 
tranquil; fo fequettered from the 
commerce of life, that it is eafy to 
conceive, a man of warm imagina- 
tion, in movkifhtimes, might have 
been allured by fuch a fcene to be- 
come an inhabitant of it. 

“No part of the ruins of Tin- 
tern is {een from the river, except 
the abbey-church. It has been an 
elegant Gothic pile; but it does not 
make that appearance as a diflant 
object, which we expected. Though 
the parts are beautiful, the whole is 
il-fhaped. No ruins of the tower 
are ictt, which might give form, 
and contraft to the walls, and but- 
trefles. and other interior parts. 'n- 
lead of this, a pumber of vabel- 
ends hurt the eve with their regu- 
lary , and dityutt it by the vulya- 
r y of their | ines A malt judi- 
cioufly ufed but who dar? ufe it?) 
might be of ferviee in tractaring 
fome of shem ; pa icul rly tho'e of 
the crofs ifles,’ waich. ave not only 


“ 
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difagreeable in themfelves, but con- 
found the perfpective. 

** But were the building ever fo 
beautitul, incompafled as it is with 
fhabby houles, it could make no ap- 
pearance from the river. From a 
ttand near the road it 1s feen to more 
advantage. 

** But if Tintern-abbey be lefs 
firiking as a diftant object, it exhi- 
bits, on a nearer view (when the 
whole together cannot be fecn, but 
the eye fettles on iome of its nobler 
parts), a very inchanting piece of 
ruin. Nature has now made it her 
own. ‘Time has worn off all traces 
of the rule: it has blunted the fhar 
edges of the chifel; and broken the 
regularity of oppofing parts. The 
figured ornaments of the eaft win- 
dow are gone; thofe of the wett 
window are leit. Mott of the other 
windows, with their principal orna- 
ments, remain. 

*¢ ‘lo thefe are fuperadded the or- 
naments of time. Ivy, in mafles 
uncommonly large, has taken pof- 
{eftion of many parts of the wall; 
and gives a happy contrat to the 
grey-coloured ftone, of which the 
building is compofed. Nor is this 
undecorated. Moflies of various 
hues, with lychens, maiden-hair, 
penny-leaf, andother humble plants, 
overfpread the furface; or hang 
from every joint and crevice. Some 
of them were in flower, others on] 
in leaf; but, all together, they give 
thofe full blown tints, which add 
the richeft finifhine to a ruin. 

** Such is the beautiful appear- 
ance, which Tintern-abbey exhi- 
bits on the outlide, in thofe parts 
where we can obtain a near view of 
it. Bat when we emer it, we fee 
it in moft perfection: at leatt, if 
we contidey it as an independent ob- 
ject, unconnected with land{cape. 
The roof is Fone : but the w Ils, 
and pillars, and abutments, which 


fupported 
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fupported it, are entire. <A few of 
the pillars indeed have given way ; 
and here and there a piece of the 
facing of the wall: but in corref- 

yndent parts, one always remains 
to tell the ftory. The pavement is 
obliterated: the elevation of the 
choir is no longer vifible: the whole 
area is reduced to one level ; cleared 
of rubbith; and covered with neat 
turf clofely thorn ; and interrupted 
with nothing but the noble columns, 
which formed the ifles, and tupport- 
ed the tower. 

“ When we flood at one end of 
this awful piece of ruin; and fur- 
veyed the whole in one view —the 
¢lements of air and earth, its only 
covering and pavement; and the 

rand and venerable remains, which 
terminated both— pertect caough to 
form the perfpective; yet broken 
cnough to deftroy the regularity ; 
the eye was above meafure delight- 
ed with the beauty, the greatne(s, 
and the novelty of the fcene. More 
picturefque it certainly would have 
been, if the area, unadorned, had 
been left with all its rough frag- 
ments of ruin feattered round; and 
bold was the hand that removed 
them : yet as the outfide of the ruin, 
which is the chief object of pictur- 
efque curiofity, is {till lett in all its 
wild and native rudenels; we ex- 
cufe--perhaps we approve--the neat- 
nefs, that is introduced within. — It 
may add to the beauty of the feene 
—to its novelty ic undoubtedly 
does. 

‘¢ Among other things in this 
feene of defolation, the poverty and 
wretchednefs of the inhabitants were 
remarkable. ‘They occupy little 
huts, railed among the ruins of the 
monattery ; and feem to have no 
employment, but beyging; as if a 
place, once devoted to indolence, 
could never again become the feat of 
induflry., As we left the abbey, we 


found the whole hamlet at the rate 
either openly loliciting alms; or aa 
vertly, under the pretence of car. 
which git a = wy ru ae 

ca ; cw; and which 
was far fuperior to any thing which 
could be thewn by any one elfe 
The mott lucrative occalion could 
not have excited more jealoufy and 
contention, 

** One poor woman we followed 
who had enraged to thew us the 
monk’s brary, She could fearee 
crawl; thuffling along her palfied 
limbs, and meagre, contracted bo. 
dy, by the help of two fticks. She 
led us through an old vate, into a 
place overipread with nettles and 
briars, and pointing to the remnant 
of a fhattered cloifler, told us, that 
was the place. It was her own man- 
fion. All indeed the meant to tell 
us was the ftory of herown wretch. 
ednefs; and all the had to thew us 
was her own miferable habitation. 
We did not expect to be interefted ; 
but we found we were. — I never faw 
fo loathfome a human dwelling. Ie 
was a cavity, lotuly vaulted, be- 
tween two ruined walls ; which 
flreamed with various-coloured ftains 
of unwholefome dews. The floor 
was carth, yiclding, through moif- 
ture, to the tread. Not the mereft 
utenfil or furniture of any kind ap- 
peared, but a wretched beditead, 
ipread with a few rags, and drawn 
into the middle of the cell, to pre- 
vent its receiving the damp, which 
trickled down the walls. At one 
end was an aperture, which ferved 
juft to let in light enough to difco- 
ver the wretchednefs within. —When 
we ftood in the midfl of this cell of 
mifery, and felt the chilling damps, 
which ftruck us in every direction, 
we were rather furprifed, that the 
wretched inhabitant was flill alive; 
than that the had only lott the uf 
of her limbs.” 


OBSER- 





_—~ of = 


~~ —— 














[ 191 


J 


OBSERVATIONS on CATCHES, 


[From Mr. Jackson’s Thirty 


“ HE productions of genius 

require fome aves to be 
brought to perte étion. ‘The liberal 
arts have their infancy, youth, and 
manhood ; and, to carry on the al- 
lufion, continue fome time in a ftate 
of firength, and then verge by de- 
erecs toa decline, which at lattends 
ina total extinction. The Enoglith 
language, poetry, and mutic, exhi- 
bit proots of this obfervation, as tar 
as they have as yet gone. With the 
two former [have at prefent nothing 
todo, but fall confine what I have 
to fav on this fubjectto the latter. 

‘ What the mufic of the times 
preceding Harry the VL. was, I 
confefs myfelf ignorant; nor, in- 
deed, iS the knowledge af it necel- 
fary. Wemay conclude that it was 
more barbarous than that of the fix- 
teenth century, as the umes in which 
it was ufed were lefs enlightened, 
Some mafles, mottetes, and madri- 
gals, are what have reached us. ‘The 
whole contitts of a fuceeflon of 
chords, without art or meaning, and 
perfectly dettituteot air. In Eliza- 
beth’s — ap pear 1 fome compol- 
ers, ‘Tallis, Bird, Morley, and For- 
rant, who improved the barren 
ity le ot then p edeceflors. They 
had more choice ip their harmo ny, 
and made forme little advances Se 


melody. ‘There ave fome vieces of 


infrumental mufic compoted at this 
time which till exift: particularly a 
book of leffons for the 1 irginals, 
Which was the queen’s.—— Whether 
the compofers yee that her fa. 
Cred mayefty excelled in mutical abi- 
ities as much as in rank, or as fhe 
Wifhed to doin beauty, I know not; 
but this is certain, thar thefe pieces 
are fo crowded with parts, and 


Letters on Various Subjects. ] 


aukwardly barbarous, as to render 
the performance of them impoffible 
~~fo natural is it, even in the in- 
fancy of art, to mitlake difficulty 
for beauty. 

“© I do not recollea any compo- 
fer that really improved mutic for 
the firft half of the te ventcenth cen- 
tury, except Orlando Gibbons ; of 
whom, a fervice for the church, 
and twoor three antl ems re mang 
the h irmony of which is rood, and 
the melody pleafng. Inthe Gloria 
Patri of the Nune Dimittis is the 
heft canon, in my judement, that 
was ever made. Gibbons was alfo 
a compo! cr for the virginals, but in 
no refpect better than his predecef- 
lors. | aii ve it was about this 
time that the {pecies of canon called 
the catch, was produced, — The in- 
tent of my making this fhort ree: api- 
tulation ot the form rer flate of mufie 
is purely prefatory to what T have 
to lay upon the fubredt of « arches. 

"his odd fpecies ot com po- 
fition, whenever invented, wag 
brought to its perfection by Pureel. 
Real mufic was as yet in its child. 
hood: but the reigo of Charles the 
Second carried every hind of vulgar 
debauchery to i's hei hee “Un pro- 
per wra for the birch of fuch pics Cs 
as, ** when quartered, have ever 
three parts obicenity, and one part 
mulic.”’ 

The definiuon of a catch is, a 
picce for three or more voices, One 
of which leads, and the others tol- 
low in the fame notes. It smutt be 
fo contrived, that the reits (which 
are made for that pir pale) in the 
mufic of one Line, Le filled up with 
a word or tuo trom another line; 
thefe form a crofs purpofe, or catch, 
jrom 
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from whence the name. Now, this 
piece of wit is nor judged periect, if 
the refult be not the rankelt inde- 
cency. 

‘* Perhaps this definition may be 
objected to, and [ may be told that 
there are catches perfectly harmlefs. 
Jt is true, that fome pieces are call- 
ed catches that have nothing to of- 
fend, and others that may juftly 
pretend to pleafe; but they want 
what is abfolutely neceffary for a 
catch—the break, and crofs-purpofe. 

«* Te may alfo be faid, that the 
refult of the break is not always in- 
decency. I contefs there are catches 
upon other fubjects—drunkennels is 
a favourite one; which, though 
good, is not fo very good as the 
other; and there may poflibly be 
found one or two upon other topics 
which might be heard without dif- 
guft; but thefe are not fufficient to 
contradict a general rule, or make 
me retract what I have advanced. 

«© [T will next examine their mu- 
fical merit—And this, as compoli- 
tions, mult confift either in their har- 
mony or melody ; or their effect in 
performance. 

*¢ ‘The harmony of a catch is no- 
thing more than the common refult 
of filling up achord.—There is not 
contrivance enough to make it 
efteemed a piece of ingenuity. 
*¢ What! they are all canons!” So 
is every tune in the world, if you 
will fet it in three or more parts, 
and fing thofe parts in fucceflion as 
a catch —but a real canon is not fo 
eafily produced; it is one of thofe 
difficult trifles which cofts an infinite 
deal of labour, and atier all is worth 
nothing. Ido not except the fa 
mous Non Nobis of Bird, in which 
are fome paffuges not to be endured. 
The excellence in the compofition 
of a catch confiits in making the 
breaks, and filling them up proper- 
ly. The melody is, for the moft 





OBSERVATIONS ON CATCHEs. 


part, the unimproved vulgar 
of the times of ignorance, 


draw! 


bi Let tts Mext attend the manner 
of performance, One voice leads, 
a lecond totlows, and a third, &e, 
fucceeds, unaccompanied with 
iitrument to keep them in tune 
gether. 


any 
Th c p to- 
: be conequence 1s, that 
the voices are always finking, but 
not ¢cqually; for the best finger will 
keep neareft the pitch, and the o- 
thers depart fartheit from it. If the 
parts are doubled, which is fome- 
tumes the cafe, all thefe defects are 
multiplied. To this let there be 
added the imperfect feale of an un- 
cultivated voice, the departing from 
the real found by way of humour, 
the noife of fo many people ftriving 
to outfing each other, the confufioa 
of fpeaking different words at the 
fame time, and all this heightened 
by the laughing and other accom. 
paniments of the audience—it pre- 
fents fuch a fcene of favage folly as 
would not difgrace the Hottentots 
indeed, but is not much to the 
credit of a company of civilized 
people. 

‘* As the catch in a manner owed 
its exiftence to a drunken club, of 
which fome mufictans were men- 
bers—upon their dying, it languih- 
ed for years, and was fcarcely known, 
except among choir-men, who now 
and then kept up the fpirit of their 
forefathers. As the age grew more 
polifhed, « better ftyle of mufic ap- 
peared, Corelli gave a new turn to 
inftrumental mutic, and was fuc- 
cefstully followed by Geminiani and 
Handel; the laft excelled in vocal 
as well as inftrumental mutfic. 

‘© There have been refinements, 
and confeffed improvements, upon 
all thefe great men fince ; and no 
doubt but at this time there are 
much better performers, and more 
elegant, though lefs folid compof- 
ers. This is the united effect of the 

labours 


re 








tabours of the wh ole together; for 
there is NO ONe Man to be com pared 
with either of the above mentioned, 

“ Now, it this were fpeculation 
only, is it credible that taite thould 
revert to barbarifm ? Its natural 
death is, to be fritrered away in 
faite refinement ; and yet, contrary 
to experience in every other ine 
ftance, we have gone back a cen- 
tury, and catches flourish in the 
reign of George the Third. There 
isa club, compofed of fome of the 
firt people in the kingdom, which 
meets profeffedly to hear this fpecies 
of compofition ; ; they cultivate and 
encourage it with premiums. To 
obtain which, m: iny compofers, 
who ought to be above fuch non- 
fenfe, become candidates, and pro- 
duce fuch things 


«« —— one knows not what to call, 
Their geueration’s fo equivocal,”” 


* Sometimes a piece makes its ap- 
pearance that was lately found by 
accident, after a concealment of a 
hundred and fifty years. When it 
is approved, and declared too ex- 
cellent for thefe degenerate days, 
the author fmiles and owns it. I 
fcarcely ever faw one of thefe things 
that did not betray itfelf, within 
three bars, to be modern. It is as 
difficult to imitate ancient mutfic as 
ancient poetry ; a few fquare notes 
are not fufficienr for the one, nor 
will two or three avhiloms and ches 
do for the other. And yet, in this laft 
inftance, a few affected anti iquated 
fpellings have been thought, by one 
balt of the world, fufficient to weigh 
againtt modern ‘phrafeolo: rv, mo- 
ccra manners, and even modern 
facts. Surely it requires no great 
aiccrnment to difcover, that what 
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has exifted ma iy be imitated; but 

nothing lefs than the gift of pre- 
{cience can dive into fute riy. Ifitbe 
improbable that an uneducated boy 

fhould be able to produce what are 
called Rowley’s pocms, it is im- 
pothible that Rowk y could write in 
aityle, and allude to f atts ot atter- 
times. — Forgive me this digreffion ;° 
but indeed I have nearly finithed 
my fubject and letter. 

© ] profefs that I never heard a 
catch fung, but [felt more afamed 
than I can exprefs. I pretend to 
no more delicacy than that of the 
age I live in, Which i is, very pro- 
perly, too refined ‘to endure fuch 
barbarifins~I was alhamed for my- 
felf—for my company—and if a fo- 
reigner was prefent, for my coun- 
try. 

*¢ It has juit occurred to me, that 
you hke catches, and frequently 
help to fing them. revenge ogee 
for the liberties I have taken, by 
ree Seg me to hear fome of thefe 
pleafant ditties, when, perhaps, I 
may be forced to fing in my own 
defence, — Adieu. 

‘¢ P.S. If you fhould have ade- 
fign to convert me --take me to the 
catch-club.—I confefs, and honour, 
the fuperior excellence of its per- 
formance, while I lament that fo 
noble a fubfeription fhould be lavifh- 
ed for fo poor a purpofe as keeping 
alive mufical fulfe wit, when it 
might fo poverty {upport and 
encourage the beft ityle of compo- 
fition ; and rather advance ourt tafte, 
by anticipating the improvements 
of the coming age, than force it 
back to times of baibarify, froin 
which it has coitus fuch pains to 
emerge,” 
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A Remarkable INSTANCE of HUMAN CREDULITY, 


[From the Second Part of the Second Volume of Mr. Pennanr’s Tour 
in Wales. ] 


“ URING the feafon of mi- 

D racles worked by Bridget 
Boftock of Chefhire, who healed all 
difeafes by prayer, faith, and an 
embrocation of fafting {pittle, mul- 
titudes reforted to her from al! parts, 
‘and kept her falival glands in full 
employ. Sir John Pryce, witha high 
fpirit of enthufiafm, wrote to this 
wonderful woman to make him a 
vifit at Newtown Hall, in order to 
reftore to him his third and favorite 
wife. His letter will beft tell the 
foundation on which he built his 
ftrange hope, and very uncommon 
requeit. 


Eurydices oro properata retexite fila, 


Purport of Sir John Pryce’s Letter 
to Mis. Bridget Boitock. 


1748. 
“* Madam, 

‘s Having received information 
by repeated advices, both publick 
and private, that you have of late 
performed many wonderful cures, 
even where the beft phyficians have 
failed ; and that the means ufed ap- 
pear to be very inadequate to the 
effects produced ; I cannot but look 
upon you as an extraordinary and 


highly-favoured perfon. And wh 
may not the fame mof mercifi) 
God, who enables you to reftore 
fight to the blind, hearing to the 
deaf, and ftrength to the lame, alfo 
enable you to raife the dead to life? 
Now, having lately loft a wife, 
whom I moft tenderly loved, my 
children an excellent ftep-mother 
and our acquaintances a very deat 
and valuable friend, you will lay us 
all under the higheit obligations; 
and I earneftly entreat you, for God 
Almighty’s fake, that you will put 
up your petitions to the throne of 
grace on our behalf, that the de. 
ceafed may be reftored to us, and 
the late dame Eleanor Pryce be raif- 
ed from the dead. —If your perfonal 
attendance appears to you to be ne- 
ceflary, 1 will fend my coach and 
fix, with proper fervants, to wait 
on you hither, whenever you pleafe 
to appoint.—Recompence of any 
kind, that you could propofe, would 
be made with the utmoft gratitude ; 
but I with the bare mention of it is 
not Offenfive to both God and you, 

‘¢ Tam, Madam, 

“* Your moft obedient, and very 
«* much afflicted humble fervant, 

*¢ Joun Pryce.” 





Sir JOHN WYNNE of Gwedir’s Inftrudtions to his Chaplain, 
Joun Pryce. 


[From the fame Work.] 


+ IRST. You fhall have the 

chamber I fhewed you in my 

'e, private to yourfelt, with lock 
and key, and all necedlaries, 


‘© In the morning I expect you 
fhould rife, and fay prayers in my 
ow, betore 


hall, to my houfhold bel 


they go to work, and when they 
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come in at night—that you call be- 
fore you all the workmen, {pecially 
the yowth, and take accompt of 
them of their belief, and of what 
fir Meredith taught them. I beg 
you to continue for the more part in 
the lower houfe: you are to have 
onlye what is done there, that you 
may informe me of any miforder 
there. There is a baylyf of huf- 
bandry, and a porter, who will be 
comanded by you. 

‘¢ The morninge after you be up, 
and have faid prayers, as afore, I 
wod you to beftow in fludy, or any 
commendable exercife of your body, 

* Before dinner you are to com 
up and atiend grace, or prayers, if 
there be any publicke; and to fet 
up, if there be not greater ftrangers, 
ihove the chyldren—who you are to 
teach in your own chamber, 

‘* When the table, from half 
downwards, is taken up, then are 
rou to rife, and to walk in the al- 

ys near at hand, until grace time; 
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and to come in then for that pur- 
pofe. 

** After dinner, if I be bufy, you 
may go to bowles, fhuffel bord, or 
any other honeit decent recreation, 
until [ go abroad. If you fee me 
voyd of bufinefs, and go to ride a- 
broad, you fhall comand a geldinge 
to be made ready by the grooms of 
the ftable, and to go with me. If I 
go to bowles, or thuffel bord, I thall 
lyke of your company, if the place 
be not made up with ftrangers. 

*¢ T wold have you go every Sun- 
day in the year to fome church 
hereabouts, to preache, giving warn- 
ynge to the parifh to bring the 
yowths at after noon to the church 
to be catekyfed; in which poynt is 
my greateft care that you be payn- 
full and dylygent. 

** Avoyd the alehowfe, to fygt 
and keepe drunkards company ther, 
being the greateft difcredit your 
function can have.” 


POETRY. 
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ODE for the NEW YEAR, 178s, 
By Wiitiam Wuiteuean, Efq. Poet-Laureat. 


E Nations, hear th’ important tale, H 
Tho’ armies prefs, tho’ fleets affail, 
Tho’ vengeful war’s collected flores 
At once united Bourbon pours, 
Unmov’d amidft th’ infulting bands, (F 
Emblem of Britain, Calpe ftands ! 
Th’ all-conquering hotts their baffled efforts mourn, 
And, tho’ the wreath’s prepar’d, unwreath’d the chitfs return, 


Ye nations, hear! Nor fondly deem 
Biitannia’s ancient fpirit fled ; 
Or glofing weep her fetting beam, 
Whofe fierce meridian rays her rivals dread, 
Her Genius tlept; her Genius wakes ; 
Nor flrength deferts her, nor high Heaven forfakes, 


To Heaven fhe bends, and Heaven alone, 
Who all her wants, her weaknefs knows : 
And fupplicates th’ eternal Throne, 
To fpare her crimes, and heal her woes. 
Proud man with vengeance {till 
Purfues, and aggravates even fancied ill : 
Far gentler means offended Heaven employs. 
With mercy Heaven corrects, chattifes, not deftroys. 


When hope’s laft gleam can hardly dare 
To pierce the gloom, and footh defpair, 
When flames th’ uplifted bolt on high, 
In act to cleave th’ offended fky, 
It’s iffuing wrath can Heaven reprefs, 
And win to virtue by fuccefs, 
Then, O! to Heaven’s protecting hand 
Be praife, BS prayer addreit, 
Whoefe mercy bids a guilty land 
Le virtuous and be bleft! 
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So fhall the rifing year regain 

‘The erring feafons wonted chain ; 

The rolling months that gird the {phere 
Again their wonted liveries wear ; 

And health breathe frefh in every gale, 
And plenty clothe each fmiling vale 
With all the bleffings nature yields 

To temperate funs trom fertile fields. 


So fhall the proud-be taught to bow, 
Pale Envy’s vain contentions ceafe, 
The fea once more its fovereign know, 


And glory gild the wreaths of peace. 


HIRLAS OWAIN;; or, the DRINKING-HORN of OWEN, 
Tranflated from the Original Welch ot Owen Cyvewioc, Prince of 
Powis, who flourifhed about the Year 1160. 


{From the Second Part of the Second Volume of Mr. Pennanvt’s Tour 
in Wales, ] 


I, 
PROSE the ruddy dawn of day 3 
The armies met in dread array 
On Maelor Drefred’s field ; 
Loud the Britifh clarions found, 
The Saxons, gafping on the ground, 
The bloody conteft yield. 


2e 

By Owen’s arm the valiant bled ; 

From Owen’s arm the coward fled 
Aghaft with wild affright : 

Let then their haughty lords beware 

How Owen's juft revenge they dare, 
And tremble at his fight. 


3. 
Fill the Hirlas Horn, my boy, 
Nor let the tuneful lips be dry 
That warble Owen's praife ; 
Whofe walls with warlike fpoils are hurig, 
And open wide his gates are flung 
In Cambria’s peaceful days. 
4 
This hour we dedicate to joy : 
Then fill the Hirlas Horn, my boy, 
That fhineth like the fea ; 
Whofe azure handles, tip’d with gold, 
Invites the grafp of Britons bold, 3 
The fons of Liberty. as 
N 3 Fil 
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Fill it higher ftill, and higher, 
Mead will nobleit deeds infpire. 
Now the battle’s loft and won, 
Give the horn to Gronwy’s fon ; 
Put it into Gwgan’s hand, 
Bulwark of his native land, 
Guardian of Sabrina’s flood, 
Who oft has dy’d hgs fpear in blood. 
When they hear their chieftain’s voice, 
Then his gallant friends rejoice ; 
But when to fight he goes, no more 
The fettal fhout refounds on Severn’s winding thore. 


6. 
Fill the gold-tip’d horn with fpeed, 
(We mutt drink, it is decreed.) ' 
Badge of honour, badge of mirth, 
That calls the foul of mufic forth! 
As thou wilt thy life prelong, 
Fill ic with metheglin ftrong. 
Gruffudd thirfts, to Gruffudd fill; 
Whofe bloody lance is us’d to kill; 
Matchiefs in the field of ftrife, 
His glory ends not with his life : 
Dragon-fon of Cynvyn’s race, 
Owen’s thield, Arwytftli’s grace. 
To purchafe faine the warriors flew, 
Dire, and more dire, the conflict grew ; 
When flufhed with mead, they bravely fought, 
Like Bely’s warlike fons, that Edwin’s downfal wrought. 


7. 

Fill the horn with foaming liquor, 
Fill ic up, my boy, be quicker; 
Hence away, defpair and forrow ! 
Time enough to figh to-morrow. 
Let the brimming goblet {inile, 

And Ednyfed’s cares beguile ; 
Gallant youth, unus’d to fear, 
Matter of the broken fpear, 

And the arrow-pierced thield, 
Brought with honour from the ficld. 
Like an hurricane is He, 

Burfting on the troubled fea. 

Sce their {pears diftain’d with gore ! 
Hear the din of battle roar! 
Bucklers, fwords, together clafhing, 
Sparkles trom their helmets flafhing ! 
Hear ye not their loud alarms ? 
Hark! they fhout—to arms! to arms ! 


. Thus 
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Thus were Garthen’s plains defended, 

Maelor fight began and ended. 

There two princes fought, and there 

Was Morach’s Vorvran’s feaft ¢xchang’d for rout and fear. 


8. 
Fill the horn: ’tis my delight, 
When my friends return from fight, 
Champions of their country’s glory, 
To record each gallant ftory. 
To Ynyr’s comely offspring fill, 
Foremoft in the battle fill; 
Two blooming youths, in counfel fage, 
As heroes of maturer age ; 
In peace, and war, alike renown’d ; 
Re their brows with garlands crown’d; 
Deck’d with glory let them fhine, 
The ornament and pride of Ynyr’s antient line J 


To Selyf fill, of eagle heart, 
Skill’d to hurl the facal dart : 

With the wolf ’s impetuous force 

He urgeth on his headlong courfe. 

To Tudor next, great Madoc’s fon, 

They the race of honour run 

Together in the tented field, 

And both alike difdain to yield. 

Like a lion in the fray, 

Tudor darts upon his prey. 

Rivals in the feats of war, 

Where danger call’d, they ruth’d from far ; 
Till thatter’d by fome hoftile ftroke, 

With horrid clang their thields were broke ; 
Loud as the foaming billows roar, 


Or fierce contending winds on Talgath’s flormy fhore. 


10. 
Fill the horn with rofy wine, 


Brave Moreiddig claims it now, 
Chieftain of an antient line, 
Dauntiefs heart, and open brow. 
To the warrior it belongs, 
Prince of battles, theme of fongs ! 
Pride of Powys, Mochnant’s boatt! 
Guardian of his native coa{t!— 
But ah! his fhort-liv’d triumph’s o’er, 
Brave Morciddig is no more! 
To his penfive ghoft we'll give 
Due remembrance, while we live ; 
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And in fairy fidtion drefs’d, 

Flowing hair, and fable veft, 

The tragic mufe fhall grace our fongs, 

While brave Moreiddig’s name the mournful ftrain prolonys, 


Il. 
Pour out the horn, (tho’ he defire it not) 
And heave a figh on Morgan’s early grave ; 
Doorn’d in his clay-cold tenement to rot, 
While we revere the memory of the brave. 


12. 
Fill again the Hirlas Horn, 
On that ever-glorious morn, 
The Britons and their foes between, 
What prodigies of might were feen ! 
On Gweftyn’s plain the fight began ; 
But Gronwy fure was more than man! 
Him to relitt, on Gweftyn’s plain, 
A hundred Saxons flrove in vain. 
To fet the noble Meyric free, 
And change his bonds to liberty, 
‘The warriors vow’d. "The God of day © 
Scarce darted his meridian ray, 
When he beheld the conquerors fteep’d in gore, 
And Gweftyn’s bloody fight, ere higheft, noon was o’er, 


I 3- 
Now a due libation pour : 
To the {pirits of the dead, 
Who, that memorable hour, 
Made the hoftile plain their bed. 
There the glitt’ring fteel was feen, 
There the twanging bow was heard ; 
There the mighty prefs’d the green, 
Recorded by the faithful bard. 
Madoe there, and Meilir brave, 
Sent many a Saxon to his grave. 
Their drink was mead ; their hearts were true ; 
And to the head their thafts they drew ; 
But Owen’s guards, in terrible array, 
Refiftlefs march along, and make the world give way. 


14. 
Pour the fweet tranfparent mead, 
(‘The fpear is red in time of need) 
And give to each departed fpirit 
The honor and reward of merit. 
What cares furround the regal ftate, 
What anxious thoughts moleft the great, 
None but a prince himfelf can know, . 
And Heavw’n, that ruleth kings, and lays the mighty low. 
+9) 


For 
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For Danicl fill the horn fo green, 

Of haughty brow, and angry mien 5 
While the leff’ ning tapers thine 
Fill ic up with gen’rous wine. 

He nor quarter takes, nor gives, 
But by {poils and rapine lives. 
Comely As the youth and brave ; 

Bur obdurate as the grave. 

Hadft thou feen, in Maelor fight, 
How we put the foe to flight! 

Hadit thou feen the chiefs in arms, 
When the foe rufli’d on in fwarms ! 
Round about their prince they ftood, 
And ftain’d their fwords with hoftile blood, 
Glorious bulwarks ! To their praife 
Their prince devotes his lateft lays. 
Now, my boy, thy taik is o’er ; 
Thou fhalt fill the horn no more. 
Long may the king of kings protec, 
And crown with blifs, my friends elect ; 
Where liberty and truth refide, 

And virtue, truth’s immortal bride! 
There may we all together meet, 


And former times renew in heav’nly converfe fweet! R. W. 


PROLOGUE to RUNNAMEDE. 


[From the Tracgpy of that Name.] 


EFORE the records of renown were kept, 
Or theatres for dying heroes wept, 

The race of fame by rival chiefs was run, 
The world by former Alexanders won : 
Ages of glory in long order roll’d, 
New empires rifing on the wreck of old: 
Wonders were wrought by nature in her prime, 
Nor was the ancient world a wildernefs of time. 


Yet loft to fame is virtue’s orient reign 5 
The patriot lived, the hero died in vain. 
Dark night defcended o” er the human day, 
And wiped the glory of the world away : 
Whirl’d round the gulf, the acts of time were toft, 
Then in the vait abyfs for ever loft. 


Virtue from fame disjoin’d began to plain 
Her votaries few and unfrequented fane. 
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Her voice afcended to almighty Jove ; 
He fent the Mufes from the throne above, 


The bard arofe ; and full of heavenly fire, 
With hand immortal touch’d th’ immortal lyre s 
Heroic deeds in ftrains heroic fung, 

Allearth refounded, all heaven’s arches rung : 
The world applaud what they approved before, 
Virtue and fame took fepatate paths no more. 


Hence tothe bard, interpreter of heaven, 
The chronicle of fame by Jove is given ; 
His eye the volume of the a explores, 
His hand unfolds the everlafting doors ; 
In Minos’ majefty he lifts the head, 
Judge of the world, and fovereign of the dead ; 
On nations and on kings in fentence fits, 
Dooms to perdition, orto heaven admits ; 
Dethrones the tyrant tho’ in triumph hurl'd, 
Calls up the hero from th’ eternal world, 
Surrounds his head with wreaths that ever bloom, 
And vows the verfe that triumphs o’er the tomb. 


While here the Mufes warbled from the fhrine, 
Oft have you liftened to the voice divine. 
A namelets youth beheld with noble rage, 
One fubject, ftill a ftranger to the ftage ; 
A name that’s mufic to the Britith ear! 
A name that’s worfhipp’d in the Britith fphere 
Fair Liberty ; the goddefs of the ifle, 
Who blefi® England with a guardian fimile. 


Britons! a-fcene of glory draws to-night ! 
The fathers of the land arife to fight ; 

The legiilators and the chiefs of old, 

The roll of patriots and the barons bold, 
Who greatly girded with the {word and fhield, 
At ftoried Runnamede’s immortal field, 

Did the grand charter of your freedom draw, 
And found the bafe of liberty on law. 


Our author, trembling for his virgin Mufe, 
Hopes in the favourite theme a-fond excufe. 
lf while the tale the theatre commands, 

Your hearts applaud him, he’il acquit your hands 5 
Proud on his country’s caufe to build his name,, 
And add the patriot’s to the poet’s fame. 
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SONNETS © EMINENT MEN, 
[From the Publication fo called.) 


I. To WILLIAM JONES, Efq. Written in the Year 1780. 


N learning’s field, diverfified and wide, 
The narrow, beaten track is all we trace: 
How few, like thee, of that unmeafur’d {pace 
Can boaft, and juftly boaft, no part untried ! 
Yet refts not here alone thy honeft pride, 
The pride that prompts thy literary chace : 
With unremitting ftrength and rapid pace 
*Tis thine to run, and fcorn to be denied ! 
Thy early genius, {purning time’s control, 
Had reach’d, ere others ftart, the diftant goal. 
Marking the bright career that thou haft run, 
With due regard thy toils may Oxford fee, 
And, juftly proud of her fuperior fon, | 
Repay the honour that fhe boafts in thee. 


ll. ToWILLIAM HAYLEY, Efq. 
Written on a Blank Leaf of his Essay on History. 


Wwe thy Mufe inftru& us to difcern 
The laws that guide to fame th’ hiftoric train; 
Or paint, with rival power, a fifter’s reign ; 
Or, fondly tharing in thy foft concern, 
Pour o’er departed friendhip’s filent urn 
The foothing forrows of her penfive ftrain—= 
Alike the pleafes. With repeated gain, 
Hayley, thy captivating page I turn ! 
Not that the luftre of thy letter’d fame 
Alone compels a ftranger’s juft applaufe : 
A heart, that glows with freedom’s holy flame, 
That pants in virtue’s, truth’s, and nature’s caule, 
Is thine—or never may we hope to find 
Ingenuous verfe the mirror of the mind, 
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Ill To Mr. WARTON, 
Written in the Year 1776. 


ARTON, the wonder of a thanklefs age ! 

\ Thine are the varied gifts, the fkill divine 
To ftrike the folemn lyre with Pindar’s rage ; 

Humour and wit, with Lucian, tocombine ; 

Or dig unwearied in thy toilfome mine, 
Antiquity, with wealth ume-hidden fraught ; 

From duft and drofs the purer ore refine, 
And pick with patient care the fparrs of thought. 
Ah fay, what fair reward confirms thy fame ? 

Alas! regardlefs of thy evening hour, 
Unletter’d Envy bars thy titled claim, 

And fuppler Virtue wins the {mile of Power ! 
And yet, when Power’s proud pageantry is patt, 
And Envy’s fnakes are dead, thy name fhall lait! 


IV. ToDre. WATSON. 
Written on a Blank Leaf of his Fast Sermon. 


HERE are who, plac’d on life’s important ftage, 
Watte in fcholattic war their idle ftrength, 
Or dream dull days away of tedious length, 
In learned trifling moft profoundly fage ! 
Accomplith’d Watfon, wider views engage 
Thy active thought, thy comprehentive mind ! 
Truth, liberty, and love of human kind, 
And mild religion animate thy page. 
Philanthropy, that knows no felfith part, 
And more than patriot paflion warms thy heart. 
Of mean and fervile foul, detraétion raves, 
Nor brooks the favourite of the good and wife ; 
dut, thefe applauding, well may’it thou defpife 
The repule race of proftituted flaves. 


V. To the DUKE of RICHMOND. 





On his Motion for Annual Parliaments, and Equal Reprefentation', 





1780. 


HE ftream, that wandering from its parent fource 
| Brightens the bloom of many a fragrant flower, 
Shall oft, as chance directs its carelefs courfe, 
Swell into life the plant of poifonous power. 


hus 
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Thus flows from honour’s fount the flattering tide ; 
It marks alike the virtuous andthe vile ! 
Ah think not, Richmond, though it pamper pride, 
Such vain diftin&tion wins the Mufe’s imile ! 
Let boattiul heralds pompoufly proclaim - 
W hence flows thy blood, thy honours whence defcend, 
And draw from ducal rank an empty fame ! 
A lottier title fhall thy country lend, 
And tondly hail thee by a nobler name— 
Her freedom’s champion, and the people’s friend. 


CONCLUDING STANZAS of MISS WILLIAMS’s ODE on 
the PEACE, 


HH, aie fer'arte vifions footh my fight— 
The finer arts in beauty dreft, 

Benignant fource of pure delight ! 

Xeclining on her bofom reft: 

While each difcordant found expires, 

Strike, Harmony! thy warbling wires, 

The fine vibrations of the fpirit move, 

Wake extaly’s pure thrill, and touch the fprings of love, 


Bright Painting’s living forms fhall rife, 
And ftill for Ugolino’s woe 
Shall Reynolds wake unbidden fighs, 
And Romney’s foothing pencil flow, 
That nature’s look benign pourtrays, 
When, to her infant Shakfpeare’s gaze, 
The fmiling form * unveil’d her awful face,” 
And bade his *‘ colours clear” each glowing feature trace, 


And Poefy! thy deep-ton’d fhell 

The heart fhall footh, the fpirit fire, 

And all the according paffions {well 

While rapture trembles on thy lyre ; 

Awake its fweetly: thrilling found, 

And call enchanting vifions round, 

Strew the foft path of Peace with Fancy’s flowers, 
And lead the glowing heart to Joy’s clyfian bowers. 


_ While Hayley wakes thy magic ftrings, 
His thades fhall no rude found prophane, 
But Stilinefs on her tender wings, 
Enamour’d drink the potent ftrain, 
Tho’ genius flafh the vivid flame 
Around his lyre’s enchanting frame, 

Where fancy’s warbled tones melodious roll, 


More warm his friendfhip glows, more harmoniz’d his foul ! 
While 
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While tafte inftructs a polifh’d age 
With luxury of mind to trace 
The laitre of th’ unerring page, 
Where Symmetry theds finith’d grace ; 
Judgment fhall point to Fancy’s gaze, 
As wild the fportive wand’ rer ftrays, 
Perfection’s faireft form, where mimic art 
With nature foftly blends, and leads the fubje heart. 


Th’ hiftoric Mafe illumes the maze 

Oblivion veil’d in deep’ning night, 

Where empire with meridian blaze 

Once trod ambition’s lofty height : 

Tho’ headlong from the dizzy fteep 

It rolls with wide, and watteful {weep, 

Her tablet ftill records the deeds of fame, 
And {wells the patriot’s foul, and wakes the hero’s flame. 


While meek Philofophy explores 
Creation’s vaft ftupendous round, 
With piercing gaze {ublime fhe foars, 
And burfts the fyftem’s diftant bound. 
Lo! ’mid the dark deep void of fpace, 
A rufhing world her glance can trace ! 

It moves majettic in its ample fphere, 

Sheds its refracted light, and rolls its ling’ring year. 


Ah! {till diffufe thy mental ray, 

Fair Science ! on my Albion’s plain, 

While oft’ thy ftep delights to am 

Where Montagu has rear’d her fane ; 

Where Eloquence fhall ftill entwine 

Rich attic flowers around the fhrine, 

View hallow’d Learning ope his treafured ftore, 

And with her fignet ftamp the mafs of claffic ore. 


Aufpicious Peace! for thine the hours 

Meek Wifdom decks in moral grace, 

And thine éach tendernets tat pours 

Enchantment o’er their deftin’d {pace. 

Benignant form ! in filence laid 

Beneath the olive’s filken fhade, 

Shed each mild blifs that charms the tuneful mind, 

And in the zone of love the hoftile fpirit bind. 


While Albion on her parent deep 

Shall rett, may glory gild her fhore, 

And bloffom on her rocky fteep 

Tiil Time fhall wing his courfe no more ; 


Till 
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Till angels wrap the {phercs in fire, 
Till earth and yon fair orbs expire, 


While Chaos mounting in the rufhing flame, 
Shall fpread hi8 cold deep thade o’er nature’s finking frame. 


DESCRIPTION of an AGED RUSTIC, 


(From Mr. Crazee’s Village.) 


OR yet can Time itfelf obtain forthefe ! 

N Lite’s lateft comforts, due refpeé and cafe ; 
or yonder fee that hoary fwain, whofe age 

Can with no cares except its own engage ; 

Who, propt on that rude ftaff, looks up to fee 

The bare arms broken from the withering tree ; 

On which, a boy, he climb’d the loftieft bough, 

Then his firft joy, but his fad emblem now, 


He once was chief in all the ruftic trade, 

His fteady hand the ftraiteft furrow made ; 
Full many a prize he won, and flill is proud 
To find the triumphs of his youth allow’d ; 

A tranfient pleafure fparkles in his eyes, 

He hears and fmiles, then thinks again and fighs : 
For now he journeys to his grave in pain ; 
The rich difdain him; nay, the poor difdain ; 
Alternate matters now their flave command, 
And urge the efforts of his feeble hand ; 

Who, when his age attempts its tafk in vain, 
With ruthlefs taunts of lazy poor complain. 


Oft may you fee him when he tends the fheep, 
His winter charge, beneath the hillock weep ; 
Oft hear him murmur to the winds that blow 
O’cr his white locks, and bury them in {now ; 
When rouz’d by rage and muttering inthemorn, 
He mends the braken hedge with icy thora. 


“© Why do I live, when I defire to be 
At once from life and life’s long labour free ? 
Like leaves in fpring, the young are blown away, 
Without the forrows of a flow decay ; 

I, like yon wither’d leaf, remain behind, 
Nipt by the froft and fhivering in the wind ; 
There it abides till younger buds come on, 
As I, now all my fellow iwains are gone ; 
‘Then, from the rifing generation thrufi, 

It falls, like me, unnoticed to the dutt. 
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Thefe fruitful fields, thefe numeroys flocks I fee, 
Are others’ gain, but killing cares to me ; 

To me the children of my youth are lords, 
Slow in their gifts but hafty in their words ; 
Wants of their own demand their care, and who 
Feels his own want and fuccours others too ? 

A lonely, wretched man, in pain I go, 

None need my help and none relieve | my Woe ; 
Then let my bones beneath the turf be laid, 

And men forget the wretch they would not aid.” 


The Vilazee APOTHECARY and CLERGYMAN, 


[From the fame Poem.] 


UT foon a loud and hafty fummons calls, 
B Shakes the thin roof, and echoes round the walls ; 
Anon a figure enters, quajntly neat, 

All pride and bulinefs, buftle and conceit, 

With looks unalter’d by thefe fcenes of woe, 
With {peed that entering, fpeaks his hafte to go ; 
He bids the gazing throng around him fly, 

And carries fate and phy fic in his eye ; 

A potent quack, long vers’d in human ills, 

Who firit infults the victim whom he kills ; 
Whole murd’rous hand a drowfy bench protect, 
And whofe moft tender mercy is neglect, 


Paid by the parith for attendance here, 

He wears contempt upon his fapient {neer ; 

In hafte he fecks the bed where mifery lies, 
Impatience mark’d in his averted eves ; ; 

And, fome habitual queries hurried o’er, 
Without reply, he rufhes on the door ; 

His drooping patient, long inur’d to pain, 
And long unheeded, knows remonftrance vain ; 
He ceafes now the feeble help to crave 


Of man, and mutely haftens to the grave. 


But ere his death fome pious doubts arife, 

Some fimple fears which ‘ bold bad” men defpife ; 
Fain would he afk the parihh prieft to prove 

His title certain to the jovs above ; 

For this he tends the murmuring nurfe, who calls 
The holy (ty anger to thefe difmal walls ; : 

And doth not he, the pious man, appear, 

He, * paffing rich with forty pounds a year! 

Ah! no, a thepherd of a different flock, 

And far unlike him, feeds this little fluck ; 


A ijovit! 











A jovial youth, who thinks his Sunday’s tafk 

As much as God or man can fairly ak ; 

The reit he gives to loves and labours light, 

To fields the morning and to feafts the night ; 
None better fkill’d, the noify pack to guide, 
To urge their chace, to cheer them or to chide : 
Sure in his fhot, his game he feldom mift, 

And feldom fail’d to win his game at whift; 
Then, while fuck honours bloom around his head, 
Shall he fit fadly by the fick man’s bed, 

To raife the hope he feels not, or with zeal 

To combat fears that even the pious feel ? 


ODE for hs MAJESTY’s Birth-day, June 4, 1783: 
By Witriiam Wuitengap, Efq. Poet-Laureat. 


T length the troubled waters reft, 
And, fhadowing Ocean’s caliner breaft, 
Exulting Commerce fpreads her woven wings : 
Free as the winds that waft them o’er, 
Her iffuing veflels glide from fhore to fhore, 
And in the bending fhrouds the carelefs fea-boy fingss 


Is Peace a blefling ?— Afk the mind 
That glows with love of human kind, 
That knows no guile, no partial weaknefs knows, 
Contracted to no narrow fphere, 
The world, the world at large, is umpire here, 
They feel, and they enjoy, the bleffings peace beftows, 


Then, oh! what blifs his bofom fhares, 
Who, confcious of ingenuous worth, 
Can nobly fcorn inferior cares, 
And fend the gencrous edi& forth ; 
To diftant fighs of modeft woe 
Can lend a pitying hifning ear, 
Nor fee the meanett forrows flow 
Without a fympathifing tear. 


Tho’ rapine with her fury train 

Rove wide and wild o’er earth and main, 
In a& to ftrike, tho’ flaughter cleave the airs 

At his command they dropthe fword, 

And in their midway courfe his potent word 
Arrefts the thafts of death, of terror, of defpair. 


When thofe who have the power to bicls 


Ave readieft to relieve diftrefs, 
483, O When 
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When private virtues dignify a crown, 


The genuine fons of freedom feel 
A duty which tranfcends a fubject’s zeal, 


And dread the man’s reproach more than the monarch’s frown, 


Then to this day be honours paid 
The world’s proud conqu’rors never knew 3 
Their laurels fhrink, their glories fade, 
Expos’d to reafon’s fober view. 
But reafon, juftice, truth, rejoice, 
When difcord’s baneful triumphs ceafe, 
And hail with one united voice 
The friend of man, the friend of peace. 


TheG UARDIAN GENIUS of FEMALE EXCELLENCg, 


[ From Auretta ; orthe Contest, an Heroi-comic Poem. } 


ENEATH the lucid arch, in robes of gold, 
B A youth appears of more than mortal mould, 
His yellow trefles o’er his fhoulders ftray, 

Kifs the loofe wind and negligently play ; 

His feet like filver gleam, a taper wand 

Of adamant fuftains his better hand ; 

O’er his fair temples wreathing myrtles twine, 
And all around him beaming glories fhine : 
‘The fcene is chang’d, the caverns melt in air, 
Her well-known roofs rife flowly round the fair ; 
Then thus the Genius. ‘* Nymph, difmifs thy fear, 
No evil can approach while I am near. 

Behold the Guardian Power whofe fecret fway 
‘The wifer females of the worldobey; . 

I bid them cait each woman-toy behind, 

And raife to nobler views th’ afpiring mind ; 

*T was | that gave to DupLey’s beauteous wife, 
Whom Mary’s cruel hand depriv‘d of life, 

A nobler fortitude than heroes reach, 

And virtue, greater than the fages teach, 
Sweetnefs of foul beyond what mortals thew, 
And piety like that which feraphs know. 

And now, in modern days, though rare to fee, 
Behold accomplifh’d beauty led by me. 
Srrearrie.n, the learn’d, the gay, in blooming years 
Foriakes the dance to dry a widow’s tears ¢ 
When hoary Age her Tutor’s brows o’erfpread, 
And Sickne{3 bow’d his venerable head, 

O’er the pale couch fhe hung with filial care, 
And pluck’d the thorn Daeafe had planted there. 
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My voice infpires the cultivated mind, 
Whofe polith’d inftruéts and charms mankind; 
*Twas I di ARTER’s piercing eyes 
To rofl inquifitive through ftarry tkies ; 
To her the lore of Grecian fchools I brought, 
And rooted in her heart the truths the taught. 
I, to Cuapone, th’ important taik aflign’d 
To {mooth the temper and improve the mind. 
Through Mors I pointed to the paths of truth, 
And _rais’d her voice to guide unthinking youth: 
That fenfibility, allied to Heaven, 
‘That faered pen fhe boafts, by me were given. 
I ftood, a favouring mufe, at Burney’s fide, 
To lath unfeeling Wealth and ftubborn Pride, 
Soft Affectation, infolently vain, 
And wild Extravagance with all her fiveeping train 5 
Led her that modern Hydra to engage, 
And point a Harrex to amad’ning age: 
Then bade the moralift, admir’d and prais’d, 
Fly from the loud applaufe her talent rais’d. 
Ev’n Monracu my aiding hand muft own, 
That plac’d her high on Learning’s polifh’d throne, 
That taught her arm the critic {pear to wield, 
Foil’d the fly Gaul and drove him from the ficld ; 
I bade her liberal care receive, carefs 
That ftruggling merit which the proud deprefs, 
That bafhful want, which, bending to the grave, 
Shrinks from the pitying hand held out to fave. 


Nor think that fhe alone my aid acquires, 
Whom Learning tutors or whom Genius fires, 
On allthe fmile of favour I beftow, 

Who fly from fafhion, vanity, and fhow, 





The EMIGRANT’s DESCRIPTION of his Former State, 


{ From Dr. Coomse’s Peafant of Auburn; or the Emigrant, ] 


ET witnefs heaven, tho’ fuch thy chang’d decrees, 

Ne’er did I wafte my hours in loitering eafe ; 
Nc’er did thy bleflings prompt a with to ftray, 
Health nerv’d my limbs, ond virtue blefs’d my day. 
Conftantat dawn to hardy toils I rofe, 
Brav’d the bleak winds, and defolating fnows ; 
Whilft fweee Contentment lent her magick power, 
Soften’d the gale, and warm’d the frozen fhower. 
Still fad remembrance fondly calls to view 
The field where once the branching poplar grew. 

O2 "Twas 
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*Twas there, when fpring renew’d the ploughman’s toil, 
My long-drawn furrow turn’d the rugged foil ; 

There, with my fickle, thro’ long fummer days, 

I work’d, regardlefs of the noontide blaze ; 

And there the labouring band, as leifure fway’d, 

The bough-crown’d reaper, and the village maid, 

Led up their fports along the bordering green, 

Whilft age look’d on, and blefs’d the harmlefs fcene, 
Such were my toils, in days too bright to latt, 

Such joys were mine, but all thofe joys are paft! 


Mean tho’ I was, and circled too with care, 
Yet, bleft with little, I had ftill to fpare. 
No neighbour’s forrows but affail’d my breaft, 
No poorer brother left my door unbleit. 
‘To all my mite, to fome, more fingly dear, 
I gave the tender tribute of a tear. 
Oft times, returning from the tafk of day, 
I hail’d the weary trav’ller on his way, 
Remark’d the hour of reft was nearly come, 
And prefs’d the ftranger to my focial home. 
Heedlefs of future ills, the playful train, 
To mect their fire, came fhouting o’er the plain, 
With eager joy their little news convey’d, “ 
Or round the green their mimick dance difplay’d. 
Perhaps, fome neighbouring fwain of genial foul 
Would lift the latch, and join our fober bowl ; 
And, whilft his foothing tales engag’d the guett, 
Of flighted love, or modeft worth dittreft, 
Whate’er our dairy, or our fields afford, 
In frugal plenty fmil’d upon the board. 
Bleft focial home! and ye dear diftant bowers ! 
Scenes of my youth, and all my blifsful hours, 
Where’er by Fortune’s hand neglected thrown, 
This heart, this faithful heart, is all your own. 
E’en now, weak nature, rous’d to keener pain, 
Dwells on your charms, and bleeds in every vein.” 


FORMER STATE of VENICE 
[From Mr. Irwrn’s Occafional Epiftles.] 


N OT that with jaundic’d, or with Gothic eye, 
Thy worth o’erlooking thy defects I {py ; 
Not that, with thought profane, I flight the crown, 

Which Neptune yielded to thy juft renown. 
No ~ beauteous emprefs of th’ Italic main! 
Great was thy caufe, and gallant were thy train. 


Draws 
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Drawn here by Freedom from their native land, 
‘Thine iflands cherifh’d Rome’s expiring band ; 
Who, worthy of the fountain whence they {prung, 
Oft on the rear of frighted Othman hung ; 

‘Till of her turban’d tyrants ridding Greece, 

Like Rome, they gave her liberty and peace. 
Greatas Aimilius, in that hallow’d hour 

When wond’ring nations bleft the victor’s pow’r ; 
When Glory hail’d him at th’ Olympic game, 

And refcu’d Freedom twin’dhis wreath of fame. 


Thefe werethe records of thine earlier days, 
When Arts con{pir’d to {pread the hero’s praite ; 
When to his mem’ry f{culptur’d trophies rofe 
To feal his triumphs o’er fis country’s foes. 
There Palma’s pencil for the laurel itrives, 
And Morolini in his art furvives ! 

‘There time beholds the Candian chief with joy, 
The fiege fuftain which doubled that of ‘Troy : 
Peholds him, happier {till in manhood’s pride, 
Annex Morea to his country’s fide. 

Arrizzo, glorying in acruel death, 

In marble here again retigns his breath. 
Sufpended by falfe Muftapha on high, 

Stull brave Antonio may his fate defy : 

What tho’ his body taintthe wholefome gale, 
Ne’er fhall thy incenfc, Public Virtue! fail. 
Yet at his name the ‘Turk aghaft is thrown, 
Nor dares to challenge Cyprus as his own. 
Shades of renowr! and Patriots ever dear! 
Whofe ba end awakes the foreign tear, 
Permit a ttranger friendly to your fhore, 
T’affay the value of no common ore. 


Long prov’d thy ftate a barrier to the Turk, 
And foundett policy upheld the work, 
Envy to calm, the truited to intrigue, 
And, artful, broke the force of Cambray’s league. 
‘This Europe faw, andtrembled for her date, 
When prietts and potentates confpir’d her fate: 
But vain thofe fears — to Julius fhe apply’d, 
And fapp’d the mifchief by the pontiff’s pride. 


Tho’ Venice now with faded {plendor fhine, 
She fhews, like Athens, beauteous in decline : 
And ages hence, when crumbling to a watte, 
Her ruins fhall attract the eye of afte. 

. Then, as the traveller roves in thoughtful mood, 

Where Marco’s tower, or San Benitto flood, 


O 3 Here 
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Here (fhall he cry) once throng’d the young and gay, 
Here laugh’d and fung, and charm’d their cares away, 
At mafs or play, unmafk'd or mafk’d the fame, 

Love all their motive! pleafure all their aim ! 

Yet, in this whirlpool found the Arts a place, 

And temples rofe, which ancient Rome might grace, 
Deck’d with the fpoils of many a falling pile, 

‘That erft o*erlook’d the Bofphorus or Nile : 

Statues, that borrow’d life from Phydias” hand, 

And palaces, by chafte Palladio plann’d : 

Models of tafte! which Attic palms might win, 

And with Lyfippus clafs a Sanfovin. 

Oft have the curious of a diftant foil, 

Deriv’d new lights from learn’d Farfetti’s toil : 
Whofe treafures, drawn from mines of claffic earth, 
Befpoke a fpirit noble as his birth. 

But humbled now the wonder of her age, 

Sad ptoof of change, and Time’s deftruétive rage ! 
Bare thefe canals to Alpine breezes lie ; 

Where row’d the ftately barge the fithers ply : 

Once more a village—Venice all deplore— 

She proves what Triefte may be, and Tadmor was before. 


The METHOD of STUDIES for 2 YOUNG PAINTER. 


{From Mr. Mason’s Tranflation of Du Fresnoy’s Art of Painting.) 


HEN duly taught each geometric rule, 
W Approach with awful ftep the Grecian fchool, 
The fculptur’d reliques of her {kill furvey, 
Mute on by night, and imitate by day ; 

No reft, no paufe, till all her graces known, 
A happy habit makes each grace your own. 

As years advance, to modern matters come, 
Gaze on their glories in majeftic Rome ; 
Admire the proud produétions of their fkill 
Which Venice, Parma, and Bologna fill : 

And, rightly led by our preceptive lore, 

Their ityle, their colouring, part by part explore. 
See Raphael there his forms celeftial trace, 
Unrivall’d fov’reign of the realms of Grace. 
See Angelo, with energy divine, 

Seize on the fummit of correc defign. 

Learn how, at Julio’s birth, the Mufes fmil’d, 
And in théir myftic caverns nurs’d the child, 
How, by th’ Aonian powers their fmile beftow’d, 
His pencil with poetic fervor glow’d; 
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When faintly verfe Apollo’s charms convey’d, 
He oped the fhrine, and all the God difplay’d ; 
His triumphs more than mortal pomp adorns, 
With more than mortal rage his battle burns, 
His heroes, happy heirs of fav’ring fame, 

More from his art than from their actions claim. 
Bright, beyond all the reft, Correggio flings 
His ainple lights, and round them gently brings 

The mingling fhade. In all his works we view 
Grandeur of ityle, and chattity of hue, 

Yet higher ill great Titian dar’d to foar, 

He reach’d the lofueft heights of colouring’s power ; 
His friendly tints in happieft mixture flow, 

His fhades and lights their juft gradations know, 

He knew thofe dear delutions of the art, 

‘That round, relieve, infpirit ev’ry part: 

Hence deem’d divine, the world his merit own’d, 
With riches loaded, and with honours crown’d. 

From all their charms combin’d, with happy toil, 
Did Annibal compofe his wond’ous ftyle : 

O’er the fair fraud fo clofe a veil is thrown, 
That every borrow’d Grace becomes his own. 

If then to praife like theirs your fouls afpire, 
Catch from their works a portion of their fire ; 
Revolve their labours all, for all will teach, 

Their finifh’d picture, and their flightett tketch. 
Yet more than thefe to Meditation’s eyes 

Great Nature’s felf redundantly fupplies ; 

Her prefence, beft of models ! is the fource 
Whence Genius draws augmented power and force; 
Her precepts, beft of teachers ! give the powers, 
Whence Art, by practice, to perfection foars. 





COMPLAINT of POETRY’s not being encouraged in the Prefent 
AGE. ° 


[From Mr. Pye’s Progrefs of Refinement. } 


UT ah! while thus the Arts inferior train 
Thrive in the funthine of a George’s reign 5 

Sweet Poefy, whofe facred powers exceed 
The fculptor’s chifel, and the painter’s reed, 
Whofe pen has Virtue’s moral thape defign’d, 
And drawn the immortal image of the mind, 
Whofe magic founds to melody difpenfe 
The flowers of fancy, andthe force of fenfe ; 
Sweet Poefy, neglected and forlorn, 
The feeble rays of ey muft mourn. 


4 By 
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By wealth or wifdom placed in happier ftate 

Tho’ a bold few difdain to court the great ; 

Tho’ Mafon frame the warm defcriptive lay, 

Or {trike the lyre with Pindar, avd with Gray ; 

Tho’ liftening Harmony with raptured ear 

Attentive ftand, the enchanting notes to hear, 

As failing on the rainbow-tinctured wings 

Of chafte imagination, Hayley fings : 

In plaintive ftrains at fighing Friendthip’s call 

Tho’ tuneful Seward mourn her André’s fall, 

And wrap the felon cord that clofed his breath 

In radiant Glory’s amaranthine wreath ; 

Tho’ Warton, young-eyed Fancy’s favorite child, 

On whofe aufpicicus birth the Mufes fimiled, 

And taught his glowing colours to pourtray 

The rural landicape, and the vernal day, 

With claffic art his flowing numbers fill, 

And join the critic’s to the poet’s fkill ; 

Yet as with ftreaming eye the forrowing Mufe 

Pale Chatterton’s untimely urn bedews, 

Her accents fhall arraign the partial care 

That ihielded not her fon trom cold defpair : 

And many a bard by frowning Fortune led 

‘To abjeét intereft bows the venal head, 

Co:mpell’d to point with cruel wit the dart 

That wing’d by malice rives the blamelefs heart, 

Or ideot pride by flavith notes to raife, 

And catt to fwine the precious gems of praife, 
© let, imperial George! the Mufes fhare 

The kindly dews of thy parental care, 

‘Too ott has Poefy with tervile aim 

By tyrants favour’d, fung a tyrant’s fame. 

O let one monarch wake her nobler rage, 

And confecrate to truth her holy page ! 

Raifed by thy hand, I fee on ssibion’s plain 

The feeds of Grecian glory bloom again! 

See Genius plume once more her eagle wing, 

Hear other Homers, other Shakfpeares fing ! 

And while their voice down Time’s eternal flood 

Wafts the clear honours of the wife and good, 

Ages unborn fholl blefs the juft decree, 

<\nd future heroes owe their fame to thee, 


PRAISE 
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PRAISE of POETRY, 


[From Mr. Cotman’s Tranflation of Horace’s Epiftle to the 
Pifos.} 


HE barb’rous natives of the fhaggy wood 
From horrible repafts, and aéts ot blood, 

Orpheus, a prieft, and heav’nly teacher brought, 
And all the charities of nature taught : 
Whence he was faid fierce tigers to allay, 
And fing the Savage Lion from his prey. 
Within the hollow of Amphion’s thell 

A Such pow’rs of found were lodg’d, fo fweet a fpell! 
That ttones were faid to move, and at his call, 
Charm’d to his purpofe, form’d the Theban wall. 


The love of moral wifdom to infufe 
Thefe were the labours ot the Ancient Mufe. 
¢¢ ‘To mark the limits, where the barriers ftood 
*Twixt private int’reft, and the public good ; 
To raife a pale, and firmly to maintain 
The bound, that fever’d tacred from prophane ; 
To thew the ills promifcuous love thould dread, 
And teach the laws of the connubial bed ; 
Mankind difpers’d, to focial towns to draw; 
And on the Sacred tablet grave the law.” 
Thus fame and honour crown’d the Poet’s line ; 
His work immortal, and himfelf divine ! 


Next lofty Homer, and Tyrtzus ftrung 
Theircpick harps, and fongs of glory fung ; 
Sounding a charge, and calling to the war 
"The fouls that bravely feel, and nobly dare. 


In verfe the Oracles their fenfe made known, 
In verfe the road and rule of life is fhewn ; 
Verfe to the Poet royal favour brings, 

And leads the Mufes to the throne of kings ; 
Verfe too, the varied fcene and {ports prepares, 
Brings reft to toil, and balm to all our cares. 
Deem then with rev’rence of the glorious fire, 
Breath’d by the Mufe, the miftrefs of the Lyre! 
Blufh not to own her pow’r, her glorious flame ; 
Nor think Apollo, Lord of fong, thy fhame ! 


ADVICE 
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ADVICE to a YOUNG GENTLEMAN at Wincuesrep School 


[ From Dr. DuncAn’s Moral Hints to the rifing Generation, } 


OUSE then, exert thy talents, neither weak, 
Nor ’mid the fons of dulnefs doom’d to fneak, 

Get learning: ’tis the grace of Science fair, 
That gives the lib’ral mind it’s noblett air. 
Get Knowled e: it enfures enjoyment true, 

Fit felf-efteem, a claim to rev’rence due. 

Get Wifdom : in her train the virtues fhine, 

Thy guides, with Hope and Faith, to blifs divine. 
Get Wifdom.— Arduous aim!—Not hopelefs. Run. 
Begin. Half-ended is the race begun. 

Fleet, ev’n at ftarting for the victor’s meed, 

Fly, the whole courfe is glowing ; fleeter {peed 
The ftripling drone, for life a driv’ler, ends 

A fhame, a burthen to himfelf and friends, 
‘Blank as decrepitude fhall youth-flit by, 

Manhood, unmark’d by one flight merit, dye. 

Lo! yon dullclown, bends o’er his fork, demurs, 
Yawns, liitlefs eyes the gliding ftream, nor ftirs; 
But waits it’s gliding off, that gliding ftill 

From ages, to fucceedent ages will. 


As idly toil thefe dolts, in chaceas vain 
Of air-gilt bubbles, pleafure, grandeur, gain. 
Ill does an earth-worm’s offal, thy purfuit, 
Bafe worldling, a celeftial fpirit fuit; 
Born to hold commerce with it’s kindred fkies, 
From itrength to ftrength to glory born to rife.— 


«¢ Who talks of fpirit? All corporeal grown, 
*¢ Each thinks of feeming now, of being none, 
«* A brilliant equipage, a modifh wife, 
«¢ The flutter, noife, and outfide glare of life. 
*¢ In building, gard’ning, fordid is the plan, 
«¢ That fuits the rank and fortune of the man; 
** Abject the tafte, that floops to things of ufe, 
‘¢ Poor the beft-order’d board, if not protufe.””—— 


Rare noftrums thefe, to heal a fev’rith heart ! 
A& thou the rational, the decent part, 
Which truth, pure nature, and religion trace, 
With moral dignity, with manly grace ; 
Fair Virtue’s offspring, Pleafure, lovely ward 
Of Heav’n-taught Wifdom, fhall thy truth reward, 
With Grandeur, Gain, unfullied as the ray, 
That gilds yon fky-topt dome in cloudlefs day ; 

I 


While 
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While fad’ning damps, and low-born vapours drown 
‘The revels, pomp and traffic of the town, 
Above dependence rais’d by gentle fate, 

Pity the tlaves, condemn’d to court the great, 
They bluth toown, The genuine great revere, 
Whofe high deferts adorn their ftated {phere, 
Be thine deferts as high, the gen’rous aim 
From man to merit, not folicit fame, 

Be thine the triumph’s of a foul ferene, 

The fmile of Reafon, agd a golden mean, 

Be thine the praife of God: nor ftoop to rail, 
If humbler projects of ambition fail. 


«Friend, keep your Roman courtier ftill in fight; 
¢¢ Be civil, as your text, to ears polite. 
*¢ Religion! Wifdom! pfhaw,—your fermon cloys, 
¢¢ A golden mean what modern wight enjoys? 
«¢ For homefpun virtues raniack hift’ry now: 
«¢ Back to young Rome’s Dictator, at the plough.” 


From Fafhion’s taint, and diffipation free, 
With fuch plain puts retir’d, as * * * *, and me, 
Shun random commerce, to refpeét mankind. 
Keep found and {trong thy native health of mind: 
The found fhall feek thee ; few, indeed, but fuch, 
As need no caution to frequent too much ; 
While fots and foplings fly thy facred fhade, 


Nor Fortune’s fools it’s halcyon eafe invade. 


PROSPECT of the AUTHOR in the Expectation of his Son’s Return 


from School, at the Summer Vacation. 
[ From the fame Work. ] 


OW flexible to good, thy tender breaft 
N Receives her ftamp of precepts pure imprefs’d. 
From good to better, to the beft at length 
I fee thy mind advance with growing ftrength. 
Fond Hope anticipates the recent bloom, 

The bud, thefruit, of genial months to come. 
Not thine more wifhful than thy parent's eye, 
O’erleaps the fpring, forefees the folftice nigh ; 
When Wykcham’s wholefome rule permits my boy 
From labour, fweeten’d with expeéted joy, 

To join the dear domettic circle, gay 

As timiles the feafon then, in bright array. 

When dart thy glowing look, from face to face, 
And quick returns of heart-felt rapture trace, 


In 
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In each lov’d Sifter note the grace refin’d, 

That beams from an improv’d, yet modeit mind. 
Thete thall a matchlefs Mother’s temper’d praife, 
And cenfure, to her own refemblance raife ; 
With eyes to thine uplifted, ftraining ftill, 

Thy Brother treads the bramble-fkirted hill ; 

In hopes ere long toclimb, with hardier ftride, 
The laureate God’s beit delegate his guide, 


7 
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The SEASONS: Fromthe Frencu. 
[ An Original Communication. ] 


as TAY! Summer cried, as blooming Sprine withdrew 
*¢ (Willing his royal title to difown) 
¢¢ Stay! for mankind have ne’er {poke well of you, 
*¢ And how fhould I fare better on the throne? 


** Too hot, or cold, they always find the air, 

*¢ And endlefs murmurs our miiconduét breeds ; 
*¢ No, fuch impertinence no more I’Jl bear, 

** Unrivall’d reign the queen of flow’ry meads,” 


*¢ Nay, faid the other,: ]’m exempted now ; 

*¢ Brother, I with you all the fweets of fway ; 
** When your fuccefiion is fo clear, I vow 

** T would not wrong you of a fingle day.” 


SrrinG faid, and vanifl’d on the fleeteft breeze, 
Poor Summer fretted, by compulfion king, 
«¢ Since it is fo, he cried, I’ll try to pleafe, 
** Sure gratitude muft from profufion fpring,” 


Sudden the harvefts wave in living gold, 

The grateful rafb’rry wide the wood perfumes, 
Lefs fair the pearl and ruby to behold, 

Than the bright forms the goofeberry affumes. 
The lufcious peach in rich carnation’s pride, 

And finely rounded by Pomona’s hand, 
Caught the frefh orient of a blufhing bride, 

Led to Love’s altar in a flowery band. 


Twas ripenefs all, and bloom of lovelier glow 
Than Fancy mellows in the poet’s lays, 

The park, the meadow, and the fore{t fhow 
‘The boundlefs bleffings of man’s halcyion dayse 


Yet man, ungrateful, dares e’en now complain, 
He fays the Zephyrs feorch him as they fly, 

He fays, the niggard dews fearce kifs the plain, 
And leave the fruits and languid flowerets dry. 


Alas 
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Alas! Ericone delays too long, 
To {mile benignant in the pitying fhies ; 
When will the vintage glad the rural throng ? 
Hope in the panting bofom, wearicd, dies. 
Such the mad clamors of the mortal race, 
When Autumn in his turn affum’d the fway, 
New gifts, new murmurs, milder laws have place ; 
As benefits increafe, the bafe inveigh. 


Till Heav’n, folong infulted, rous’d to ire, 
Call’d forth the hofts of elemental {trife ; 

Bade Win TER ravage with his offspring dire, 
And bind in fetters what efcap’d with life. 


No fruits, no flowers, no filver-fparkling rills 
No foft receffes for the warbling train ; 

Scours the bleak tempeft round the leaflefs hills, 
No fhades for fighing lovers now remain, 


Fierce from confinement rufh the boitt’rous crew, 
By Eotuvs detain’d in gloomy caves ; 

Heedlefs of nefts, or young, the branches firew, 
In icy chains fufpend the harden’d waves. 


The flocks, defponding, o’er the meadows hie, 
And W1nTEr’s havock humbles human pride, 

While prayers of penitence would bribe the tky, 
But to th’ ungrateful favour is denied. 


Infcrib’d appear’d on an emerging pile, 

Though fince effac’d by ‘Time’s all conqu’ring ftcel ; 
«6 Subjects who dare mild government revile, 

“¢ Deferve a tyrant’s iron fcourge to feel.” 


7. 5. 


SON NETt TWILIGH T, 
By Miss Heren WILtiams. 


(An Original Communication. } 


EEK Twilight! hafte to fhroud the folar ray, 
And bring the hour my penfive f{pirit loves ; 
When o’er the hill is thed a paler day, 
That gives to ftillnefs, and to night, the groves, 
Ah! let the gay, the rofeate morning hail, 
When in the various blooms of light array’d, 
She bids freth beauty live along the vale, 


And rapture tremble in the vocal thade: 
Sweet 
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Sweet is the lucid morning’s op’ning flower, 
Her choral melodies benignly rife, 

Yet dearer to my foul the fhadowy hour, 

At which her bloffoms clofe, her mufic dies : 
For then mild Nature while the droops her head, 
Wakes the foft tear "tis luxury to fhed, 


SONNET ro EXPRESSION, 
By the fame Lady. 


(An Original Communication.] 


XPRESSION, child of foul! I love to trace 
Thy ftrong enchantments, when the poet’s lyre, 
The painter’s pencil, catch the vivid fire, 
And beauty wakes for thee each touching grace! 
But from my frighted gaze thy form avert, 
When horror chills thy tear, thy ardent figh, 
When frenzy rolls in thy impaffion’d eye, 
Or guilt lives fearful at thy troubled heart: 
Nor ever let my fhudd’ring fancy hear 
The wafting groan, or view the pallid look 
Of him the Mufes lov’d *, when hope forfook 
His fpirit, vainly to the Mufes dear— 
For charm’d with heav’nly fong, this bleeding breaft 
Mourns it could fharpen ill, and give defpair no reft! 


* Chatterton, 
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DOMESTIC LITERATURE, 


Of the Year 1783. 





N recording the divinity of the 
year, as we fhall begin with what 
has a reference to the evidence of 
Revelation, and thence rife to the 
particular do&trines of Chriftianity, 
the firft obje& that prefents itfelf, 
and which on its own account is pe- 
culiarly deferving of regard, is, 
Mr. Farmer’s ‘* General Pre- 
valence of the Worthip of Human 
Spirits, in the Ancient Heathen 
Nations, afferted and proved.” The 
reputation of this gentleman, who 
in thofe departments of literature 
to which he frath applied himfelf, is 
undoubtedly the moit learned of the 
refent race of the diffenting clergy, 
is not new to the public. He has 
heretofore been diftinguifhed by 
works of uncommon ingenuity, and 
which, at the fame time, manifetft 
his profound knowledge of the writ- 
ers of antiquity. The treatifes we 
refer to, are on our Lord’s Tempta- 
tion, on Miracles, and on the Demo- 
niacs. The book which Mr. Farmer 
hath written concerning Miracles, 
is, inour opinion, the moft judici- 
ous and mafterly production that 
hath ever appeared on that import- 
ant fubje%t. The prefent perform- 
ance is only the beginning of a great 
defign which the author has in view, 
and which we fincerely with that he 
may live to fee completed. What 


he propofes is, 1. To fhew the ge- 
neral prevalence of the worfhip 
of human fpirits in the ancient 
heathen world. 2. “To enquire 
into the grounds of this and every 
other fpecies of idolatry, or into the 
principles upon which the whole 
fyftem of polytheifin was built. 3. 
To confider the high antiquity of 
idolatry, and more efpecially of that 
{pecies of it, the worlhip of human 
ods. And, 4. To examine how 
ar the reprefentation of the pagan 
gods, in Scripture, agrees with 
that made of them in the writings 
ot the heathens; or, how far the 
two accounts mutually illuftrate 
and confirm each other. It is the 
firft of thefe articles alone which is 
the fubject of the publication before 
us; and it is eftablifhed upon evi- 
dence independent of the reft; fo 
that it may fitly be regarded as a 
diftinét treatife, fuch as might have 
been publifhed by itfelf, though no 
other were to follow. The others, 
however, are in a ftate of great 
preparation for the prefs. In the 
management of the queftion here 
undertaken, Mr. Farmer proves, 
firft, trom the teftimonies of the 
heathens, that human fpirits were 
worfhipped in the nations ufually 
accounted darbarous; and fecondly, 
that they were worfhipped in the 
nations 
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nations polifhed by learning ; after 
which, in the third place, he con- 
firms the fame doctrine by a variety 
of general proofs, drawn from tefti- 
@onies and facts. The point is 
maintained with an uncommon ex- 
tent of learning, and with much 
judicious criticifm. Befides tefti- 
fying to the excellence of the work 
itfelt, we muit not pafs over the 
introduction, which difplays the 
advantages arifing from an accurate 
knowledge of the pagan idolatry, 
and contains fome curious obferva- 
tions on the meaning of the word 
death, in the Old Teftament. Our 
author’s fentiments upon this head 
differ materially from thofe which 
have lately been advanced by bifhop 
Law, Dr. Prieftley, Mr. Arch-Dea- 
con Blackburne, and other writers. 
Mr. Farmer, in the courfe of the 
prefent volume, hath made fome 
candid ftrictures on Bryant’s Analy- 
fis. Another author, who is often 
mentioned, is not treated with the 
fame gentlenefs; nor, indeed, had 
he any reafon to expect it. ‘The 
perfon we mean is Mr. Fell, a 
diffenting minitter in Effex, a man 
not deftitute of abilities, but whofe 
Jearning is only of the fecond rate ; 
and who, in a treatife entitled 
«¢ Demoniacs,’”? in anfwer to Mr. 
Farmer’s book on the fame fubject, 
hath manifeited a bigotry and malig- 
nity of fpirit highly to be blamed. 
But however juttly he hath expofed 
himfelf to cenfure, we are forry 
that he has been made fo much the 
objeét of our author’s attention; 
and fhould have been pleafed to have 
feen him exercife lefs fenfibility 
with regard to the attacks of a wri- 
ter, over whom he poffeifes, in every 
refpe&t, the moit decided fuperior- 
ity. 

Mr. Boyle’s Lecture hath long 
been celebrated, and has given birth 
to nobler defences of revelation 
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than, perhaps, any country in the 
world hes produced. Of late 
yeetis the fubjc& being much ex. 

aufted, and the CUriolity of the 
public having been direéted to other 
objects, the {pirit of the inftitution, 
and the regard paid to it, feem to 
be greatly on the decline. Hence, for 
fome time paft, the lectures have not 
always been printed; and, when 
they have been printed, do not ap- 
pear to have excited the attention 
which their merit probably deferved, 
Some of the preachers have, alfo, 
thought proper not to publith their 
twenty-four fermons in the mode in 
which they were originally deliver. 
ed, but have reduced them tea more 
compendious form. This is the 
cafe with Mr. Williamfon, in his 
‘¢ Argument for the Chriftian Religi- 
on; drawn from a comparifon of 
revelation with the natural operati- 
ons of the human mind;” which 
contains only the fubttance of his 
three years courfe of lectures. In 
this tract, which is divided into four 
books, the author confiders, in the 
firft place, the rife and progrefs of 
thofe religious opinions which feem 
natural to all mankind; fecondly, 
enquires into the general revealed 
character of God, and the real, 
pofitive, prefent, and temporal ad- 
vantages we enjoy by being under 
the protection, though fubject to 
the government, and left to the ar- 
bitrary difpofal of our Creator; 
thirdly, treats upon learned preju- 
dice, and the atheiftical fyitems 
which this kind of prejudice appears 
calculated to fupport; and fourthly, 
exhibits a general view of the evi- 
dence of the Chriftian religion. It 
is manifelt, from this account of Mr. 
Williamfon’s plan, that his defign 
leads him to abftracted enquiries, 
and afiords room for {peculations 


concerning which there will be a 
diverfity of opimions. However, 
every 
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every method of confidering a fub- 
seGt of fuch vat importance, ¢an- 
pot fail of being ufetul, as it adds 
to the general mafs of evidence in 
fupport of revelation. The laft 

art of our author’s treatife will pro- 
bably be the moit acceptable and 
advantageous to the common cla{s of 
readers. 

Mr. Bennet’s ** Divine Revela- 
tion impartial and univerfal,”” en- 
deavours to remove an objection to 
Chriftianity which many perfons 
have beheld in a formidable light. 
As to ourfelves, we do not regard 
itinthat view. The quettion con- 
cerning the truth of the Gofpel is a 
quettion of fact; and it the fact is 
eitablifhed upon pofitive and con- 
' vincing evidence, this evidence can- 
not be overturned by 4 priori rea- 
fonings concerning the time in 
which our holy religion was com- 
municated, or the extent with which 
it has been diffufed in the world... Ie 
is, however, highly proper to fug- 
gett every confideration which may 
tend to elucidate the wifdom and 
goodnefs of the divine difpenfations. 
Such is the defign of Mr. Bennet 
with refpect to the objeé of his par- 
ticular enquiry, and, whilithe hath 
treated upon it with liberality and 
candour, he hath alledged many 
things that will be found deferving 
notice. His folutions of the difficulty 
he hath undertaken to anfwer, may 
not, perhaps, in every part of them, 
appear equally fatisfactory to every 
mind. What he faith, for inflance, 
concerning the liberty of the human 
will, and his thence accounting for 
the want of an actual univertality 
in the diffufion of revelation, will 
not be admitted by fome of the 
hardy metaphyficians of the prefent 
age. As we fuppole our author to be 
a young man, and therefore capable 
of improvement, he will permit us 
to hope, that, as he advances in 
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life, he will become more clofe and 
compact in his publications, 

What we have faid concerning 
Mr. Bennet, may, perhaps, in 
fome meafure, be applied to Mr. 
Sneyd, who hath written “ a Letter 
to Dr. Toulmin, M. D. relative 
to his Book on the Antiquity of * the 
World.” When we give it as our 
opinion, that Mr. Sneyd will pro- 
bably hereafter rife to greater excel- 
lence in point of accuracy and depth 
of reafoning, we do not mean to des 
preciate the prefent performance, 
He hath expofed, with juttice and 
with fpirit, the arrogance of Dr. 
Toulmin; and in feveral refpects, 
his arguments are highly fatista&to- 
ry. We are pleafed to fee that one 
of the moit contemptible, but, at 
the fame time, one of the mott im- 
pudent atheittical writers that ever 
appeared in the world hath here 
received a due cafligation. 

Dr. Ogilvie’s * Inquiry into the 
Caufes of the Infidelity and Scepti- 
cifm of the times,” is the production 
of a gentleman who is already known 
to the public in various forms of lite- 
rary compofition, He made an ear- 
ly appearance as a poct, and his 
firft performance in that way, which 
was on the Lait Judgment, raifed ex- 
pectations of great future excellence. 
To what ever caufes it may be 
afcribed, it is certain that his fubfe- 
quent efforts in the poetical line 
have not been equally popular. 
His genius we think, 1s unqueition- 
able; but it feems to have been 
obfeured by a want of perfpicuity 
in compofition; and, perhaps, : 
fome degree of affectation. The 
fame circumfiances more vifibly 
contributed to leflen the favourable 
reception of our author's Treatife 
upon Oratory. Concerning his fer- 
mons, a volume of which we believe 
he publithed fome years ago, we are 
not able to fpeak, as they have not 
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pened to fall into our hands. In 
the work before us, Dr. Ogilvie 
has again appeared in the world as 
a Divine, and the fubject he has 
chofen, which is of great import- 
ance, hath not been fo diitinélly and 
fully confidered before, The prin. 
cipal caufes afligned by him of the 
infidelity and icepticifm of the pre- 
fent times, are 1. A love of fingula- 
rity, or an inordinate defire to ex- 
tract novelty fromevery fubjectand in 

rticular trom points which have 
om formerly canvafled. 2.A propen- 
fity to reject whatever bearsthe ftamp 
pr ek and to conform our prin- 
ciples, inthe fame manneras our drefs, 
to the prevailing tafte and fafhion of 
the times. 3. A defire of imitating the 
manners of men, whom we have been 
taught to efteem very highly, and of 
appearing to adopt their opinions. 4. 
Our natural inclination to reject 
thofe tenets as falfe, to which our 
actions are irreconcileable, and to 
adopt the contrary. And 5. Cer- 
tain charges of a very dangerous 
tendency, refpecting either the ge- 
neral feheme of chriftianity, or its 
peculiar dottrines, the nature of its 
evidences, or the chara&er of its 
teachers; of which the effec is 
heightened, in the writings of its 
adverfaries, by all the arts of plau- 
fible reafoning, infinuation, ridi- 
cule, and abuie. In difcufling 
thefe topics, the author is naturally 
led to make a variety of firictures 
on thofe writers who have fhewn 
themfelves hoftile to the caufe of res 
velation. Herbert, Shaftefbury, 
Bolingbroke, Hume, Gibbon, and 
Toulmin are the principal objects of 
his remarks; and he exerts himfelf, 
with a laudable induftry, and with 
an ability deferving of attention, 
to efface the evil impretlions which 
thefe fceptical gentlemen may have 
made, to the prejudice of our holy 
religion. On the whole, though we 
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think ourfelves obliged to fay, thar 
the manner of Dr. Ogilvie’s com 
{ition is not exactly adapted to our 
own tafte and withes, we do not 
ne by this affertion, to detra 
_ the general excellence of his 
nquiry,” which is an elaborate 

work, and cannot fail, if carefyl. 
ly perufed, to be of confiderable 
utility. 

With refpect to Mrs. Trimmer’s 
*¢ Sacred Hitlory, feleXed from 
the Scripture, with Annotations and 
Reflegtions,” it is fufficient to fay, 
that the fecond, third, and fourth 
volumes are now publithed, and that 
they are carried on with all that 
ability, and fitnefs to convey the 
moft important infructiontoyounger 
minds, which were difplayed by 
this lady in the firft part of her un- 
dertaking. She has gone through 
the Old Teftament, and means, in due 
time, to go through the New Tefta- 
ment, in the fame manner. We 
cannot help adding, that there are 
song 4 many perfons arrived to 
years of maturity who might receive 
no fimall degree of improvement from 
Mrs. Trimmer’s publications. 

Inthe New Annual Regilter for 
1781, we gave an account of the 
firft part of Mr. Taylor’s ‘+ Thoughts 
on the Nature of the grand Apoftacy 
of the Chrittian Churches, foretold 
by the Apoitles ;”’ and paid a proper 
teitimony of refpeét to the author's 
uncommon abilities, ingenuity, and 
learning. The like tribute of ap- 
plaufe is due to his ‘* Farther 
‘Thoughts’ on the fame fubject. This 
tractcontains obfervations on thclaws 
againft herefy, the fubfeription to 
articles of human compofition, and 
other topics of the utmoft import- 
ance to the religion of protettants, 
and of Chriftianity in general. 
Though thefe topics have been fre 
quently difcuffed, Mr. Taylor has 


| thrown new light upon them; a 
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hath fully proved, that all the 
churches, both in the Eait, and in 
Wet, have been corrupted; and 
that the genuine faith which was 
built upon truth, the teftimony of 
Jcfus, the commandments of God, 
the apoftles and prophets, has fuf- 
fered an apottacy from its original 
and divine ftandard, by joining to 
them the commandments of men. 
The liberal and mafterly way in 
which this work is written is fuch as 
might be expected from a man who 
is, perhaps, the ableft divine the 
church of England has to boaft of 
in the prefent day. 

It is well known that Mr, Far- 
mer, in his elaborate Treatife on 
the Demoniacs, publifhed with- 
in thefe few years, has en- 
deavoured to deftroy the doctrine of 
real poilefions. Mr. Barker, with 
modeity and candou;s, in a tract, 
entitled, ** The Nature and Circum- 
ftances of the Demoniacs in the Gof- 
pels, ftated, methodized, and con- 
fidered in the feveral Particulars,” 
has fuftained a different opinion. 
Several of his arguments merit con- 
fideration, and efpecially that which 
is drawn from the clearnefs and o- 
pennefs wherewith the perfons pof- 
feffed afferted the Mefliahthip of Je- 
fus. ‘ Though many of the Jews 
did at times fpeak of Chrift as a great 
prophet, vet their notions of him 
were very various; fome fuppofing 
him to be John the Baptift rifen a- 
gain; fome Elijah, others Jeremiah, 
or one of the old prophets. But 
with the demoniacs it is no fuch 
thing; they are allexactly in the 
fame ftory; thou art the Meffiah, 
the Son, the holy one of God,” We 
acknowledge that Mr. Farmer’s 
work, when we read it, carried cons 
viction to our minds on his fide of 
the queftion. However, what can 
be alledged on the other fide, is en- 
uitled to a fair and difpaffionate ex- 
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amination ; and upon a point fo 
nice and difficult as that before us, 
the witeft and the beft men may be 
expected to entertain a diverfity of 
opinion, Not can a diverfity of opis 
nion be of any prejudice, fo long as 
it is accompanied with that tem. 
per and moderation of which Mr, 
Barker hath afforded an amiable 
example, 

Though Dr. Bell’s admirable 
Treatife on the Lord’s Supper, may 
feem to have rendered all farther 
publications upon the fubject almott 
needlefs, at leatt for a time, we are, 
neverthelefs, indebted to thofe 
who carry on the fame ufeful defign, 
by endeavouring to propagate rational 
and fcriptural views of the inititu. 
tion. This is the cafe with Mr. 
Temple, whofe Two Difcourfes upon 
the ordinance are conformable to 
the juit fentiments which have been 
entertained concerning it by liberal 
divines. His interpretations of the 
texts of {cripture are fupported by 
judicious criticifm; and, in this 
work, the author hath added to the 
reputation which he had already 
gained by other valuable perform- 
ances. 

Of Dr. Difney’s ** Reafons for 
refigning the Re¢tory of Panton and 
Vicarage of Swinderby, in Lincoln 
fhire,”” and quitting the church of 
England, it is only neceflary to fay, 
that they come from a moit worthy 
man, who has explained the pros 
ercts of his own hind, and the 
grounds upon which he hath acted, 
with the yreateft fimplicity and 
candour. Even thofe who diffet 
from him in opinion will applaud 
the te tives of his conduct, and oa 
thers will give their approbacion to 
the principles he hath embraced. 
We believe, too, that many fincere 
friends of the church of England 
will vegret the lofs of fuch an up- 
right and valuable member. 
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Mr. Lindfey, who, feveral years 
fince, exhibited the fame example 
of integrity, and who hath aflo- 
ciated Dr. Difney with himfelt in 
his own congregation, hath added 
another large work to thofe he has al- 
ready publithed on the fubje¢t which 
he has fo much at heart. The ttle 
of it is, ** An Hiftorical View of the 
State of the Unitarian Doctrine and 
Worfhip, from the Retormation to 
our own Times: with fome Account 
of the Obftructions which it has met 
with at ditlerent Periods.” ‘This 
performance contains a variety of 
biographical as well of religious in- 
formation; and is written with all 
that regard to truth, and that in- 
genuity of mind for which the au- 
thor iseminently diftinguifhed. He 
is not one of thofe who can fee no 
error in the men with whom he con- 
cursin fpeculative opinion, or who 
willapologize fortheir wrong con- 
duct. ‘This he hath particularly 
{hewn with regard to Socinus, whofe 
intolerant principles and practices are 
related at large, and freely and fully 
expofed. ‘The perfons in our own 
country who are the principal ob- 
jes of Mr. Lindfey’s notice, are 
Mr. John Biddle, Mr. Thomas Fir- 
min, Mr. Emlyn, Mr. Whitton, 
Dr. Samuel Clarke, bifhop Hoadly, 
Sir Ifaac Newton, Mr. Tucker, Dr. 
Robertion, Dr. John Jebb, Dr. 
Chambers, Mr. Tyrrwhit of }efus 
College, Cambridge, Mr. Evanfon, 
Mr. Maty, Mr. Harries, and Dr. 
Diiney. If our author had been 
more accurately and copioufly ac- 
quainted with the ftate of the Pro- 
teftant Diffenters for the Jatt fixty 
years,, he might have enlarged the 
account which he has given of Eng- 
lif Unitarians. Thofe who do not 
agree in fentiment with Mr. Lind- 
fey, will be pleafed with the hitto- 
sical knowledge communicated by 
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him ; and it will’be their own fay't 
if they are not edified by the piet 
and candour with which he Writes d 

It was not hkely that fo capital a 
work as Dr, Priettley’s Hiftory of the 
Corruptions of Chrittianity’ thould 
be fuftered to pafs without notice 
The freedom with which he attack- 
ed the Trinity, might be expected, 
among other objects, to excite an 
alarm ; and efpecially his boldnefs 
in aflerting, that the doétrine of the 
pre-exiftence of our Saviour, was 
not the doctrine of the primitive 
Chriitians. In this opinion, many 
did not concur with him, who, in 
general, were highly pleafed with 
his pertormance. ‘The doctor's po- 
fitions could not fail of being par. 
ticularly offenfive tothofe who main- 
tain the prevailing, and, indeed, 
the eftablifhed fyitem concerning 
the divinity of Chrift ; and accord, 
ingly, he has been called to an ac- 
count by a gentleman of no final! 
note in the world of letters, and 
who, at the fame time, is a digni- 
tary of the church. Dr. Hortley, 
archdeacon of St. Alban’s, in a 
charge delivered to the clergy ofthe 
arch-deaconry, hath taken up the 
matter in a ftrong and firm tone. 
Whilit he pays a due regard to Dr. 
Prieitley’s perfonal chara¢ter, and 
is fenfible of his abilitics, he zeae 
loufly controverts the propofitions 
advanced by him, and afferts, that 
“¢ They reft upon precarious aflump- 
tions, perverted hiitory, and mif- 
conftrued and mifapplied quota- 
tions.” In fupporting his argu- 
ment, Dr. Horfley difplays an en- 
ergetic mind, a confiderable portion 
of learning, and a full confidence 
in his own caufe. It is probable, 


that the writings of bifhop Bull, 
may have afforded fome afliftance to 
the archdeacon in his defence of 
the orthodox doétrine of the Tr- 

nity, 








nity, or rather of the divinity of, 
our Saviour ; for that of the Holy 
Spirits feems to have been pretty 
much forgotten in the late contro- 
verifies. 

A lefs celebrated oppenent would 
have excited the attention of Dr. 
Pricilley, who wifhes to have every 
important fubject examined to the 
boitom, that at length the truth may 
be firmly eftablifhed. Accordingly, 
itwas not long before there appeared 
his ** Letters to Dr. Hortley, in an- 
{wer to his Animadverfions on the 
Hittory of the Corruptions of Chrif- 
tianity: with additional Evidence 
that the primitive Chrithan Church 
was unitarian.” The principal points 
which occur in thefe Letters are, 
the argument from the writings of 
the apoftles and apoftolical fathers ; 
the ditltinction between the Ebioni- 
tes and the Nazarenes ;_ that the 
primitive Unitarians were not con- 
fidered as herctics; the inference 
that may be drawn from a paflage of 
Athanalius, concerning the opinion 
of the early Jewith Chrittians re- 
lating to Chritt ; an argument for 
the late origin of ‘the dostri ine of the 
divinity of Cc hriit, from the diffical- 
ty of tracing the time in Which it 
was firtt divulged ; the perfonifica- 
tion of the Logos ; and fome gene- 
ral confiderations relating to the 
doctrine of the Trinity. ‘Upon all 
thefe topics, and upon others which 
the controverfy prefented, Dr. Pricft- 
ley hath difplayed his ufual ability 
and acutenefs ; and the argumentin 
his fitch letter, taken trom the dil- 
ficulty of tracing the time in which 
the doétrine of the divinity of our 
Lord was firft divulged, is uncom- 
monly ingenious and {ftriking. The 
doétor’s zeal in this matter hath not 
given any afperity to his mode of 
writing. He hath carried on the 
debate in ehe moft amicable mwan- 
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ner, and treated Dr, Horfley with 
the greateft refpect. ‘The contider- 
ation of the archdeacon of St. Al- 
ban’s reply belongs to the year 
1734. 

Dr. Horfley is not the only anta- 
gonitt with whom Dr. Prieitley has 
had to contend. ‘The perfon who 
gave an account, in the Monthly 
Review, of the Hiitory of the Cor- 
ruptions of Chriitianity, enteret in- 
to the fubject with fo much zeal, and 
was fo greatly diilatisfied with the 
doctor’s reprefentations of the fenti- 
ments of the carly Chrittians, with 
regard to the pre-exittence of our 
Lord, that, in remarking upon thefe 

eprefentations, he feemed rather to 
futtain the charadter of a direct ad- 
verfary than that of a reviewer. 
The article was written with fpirit 
and learning; but, at the. fame 
time, there was a kind of a trium- 
phant petulance in it, which is no 
neceflary part of the duty of a lite- 
rary journaliit, A paflage in Juf- 
tin Martyr, which Dr. Prie ley was 
fuppofed not to have rightly tranf 
lated, and to have converted more 
to the purpole of his hypothetis 
than it deferved, became the objeg& 
of extraordinary attention and dif- 
cullion; indeed, of greater attention 
and dilcutlion than the fentence ite 
felt could be entitled to, and which, 
atier all, is of doubtful interpreta- 
tion. The weight of the general 
comroverfy doth not reit upon it, 
though, according to the manner in 
which it is rendered, it may be of 
more or lefs confequence in the 
queftion under debate. ‘The refult 
of the reviewer’s attack, was * A 
Reply to the Animadvertions on the 
Hiftory of the Corruptions of Chrif- 
tianity, in the Monthly Review for 
June, 1783; with additional Ob- 


fervations relating to the Doétrine of 


the Primitive Church, concerning 
P 3 the 
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the perfon of Chriit.” In this Re- 
ply, Dr, Prieftiey has vindicated the 
ienie he had afligned to the paffage 
of Jufiim Martyr, ané intifted upon 
other poinis in which he thought 
that the journalift had been guilty 
of mifreprefentation, or defeétive in 
his arguments. 

Dr. Priefticy was not the only per- 
fon who appeared in anfwer to the 
reviewer. A particular friend of the 
do¢tor undertook his caufe, in a 
imail pamphlet, entitled, ** Re- 
marks, in Vindication of Dr. Prieft- 
Jey on that article of the Monthly 
Review, for June 1783, which re- 
Jates to the firft part ot Dr, Prieft- 
ley’s Hiftory of the Corruptions of 
Chiiftianity.”” ‘Though thefe Re- 
marks were written in hatte, and 
feem to have been fcarcely intended 
for publication, they were evident- 
ly the production of an ingenious 
man, and a good fcholar. Oncor 
two incidental miftakes could not 
detrad trom this character ; and we 
hive known men who value them- 
felves the moft highly on their know- 
ledce of the Greck tongue, that have 
fallen into equal miitakes. ‘That 
language is fo copious, and (may 
we be permitted to fay it?) in fome 
initances, fo vague and indetermi- 
mate, that the proudeft crirics will 
find themfelves at variance, when 
they pretend to afcertain its precile 
meaning, efpecially in the applica- 
tion of the tenfes. Both Dr. Prieft- 
Jey’s Animadverfions and his friend’s 
Remarks received fuch large and fpe- 
cific anfwers in the Monthly Re- 
view, as were judged to be contra- 
ry to the nature of that journal ; 
and, on this account they gave dif- 
fatistaion to many judicious and 
impartial men, who agreed in fen- 
timent with the Periodical Critic, and 
admired his abilities and literature. 
Jt was, in fact, taking the undue ad- 
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vantage of a particular fituation, to 
publith what ought to have appear. 
ed in feparate pamphicts. 

The, * Attempt to explain certain 
paffages of Scripture generally mif- 
underftood,” is the performance of 
a writer whofe aim it is to promote 
rational Opinions in theology. With 
thié view, he confiders feveral of 
the phrafes in the New Teftament, 
that have been mifapptied by 
the rigid Calvinifts, and endeavours 
to ailign that fignitication to them 
which truth preicribes, and js con- 
fiitent with reafon. He does the 
fame with regard to fome texts 
which have been fuppofed to favour 
the divinity of Chriit, The trad 
we are fpeaking of, feems defigned 
for the benefit only of common 
Chriftians, and does not pretend to 
convey any new light to thofe who 
are already acquainted with the moft 
judicious critics. 

Dr. Prieftley’s ** Forms of Prays 
er, ‘and Offices for the Ufe of 
Unitarian Societies,” afford a freth 
teftimony of his zealous efforts in 
the caufe for which he is fo much 
concerned. In the introduction, he 
urges the reafons why it is defireable 
that in places where there are only 
a few Unitarians, who cannot main- 
tain an educated and regular preach- 
er, they fhould,- notwithftanding, 
meet together among themfelves, 
and conduét divine worfhip in the 
way which is agreeable to their own 
fentiments. Toajflift them in form- 
ing focieties upon this plan, and to 
enable them to go on without a 
learned miniftry, is the obje¢t of the 
prefent publication. It contains 


forms for the fervice of the Lord’s 
Day, and for particular occafions ; 
together with offices for infant bap- 
tifm, adult baptifm, and the ccle- 
bration of the Lord’s Supper. Other 


forms, which are neceflary on ex- 
traordinazy 
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traordinary occafions, are not for- and fantaftic images, unequal ex. 
gotten. The prayer taken from preffions, and unphilofophical re- 
bifhop Hoadly, though uncommon- prefentations. The infances in 
ly excellent, is rather too long for which he is natural, elegant, and 
a fingle fervice. The work before us beautiful, though confiderable in 
is well calculated to anfwer the end number, do not fufficiently compen- 
which the author has in view. We fate for the general abfurdity of fen- 
know not whether the {cheme here timent, and the turgid pomp of de- 
propofed is likely to be adopted in feription. If the mode a4 compo- 
any confiderable number of in-  fition purfued by our author be elo- 
ftances, but it is not without exam- quence, it is not the eloquence 
sles for a fociety of this kind has which fubfifted in Demofthenes or 
taal formed at Montrofe, in Scot- Cicero; nor is any fuch model pre- 
land, by Mr. William Chriftie ju- fented tothe Chriftian orator in the 
nior, a merchant of that place. A difcourfes of our Saviour and his 
particular account of it may be feen Apotiles. 
atthe conclufion of Mr. Lindfey’s We mention Mr, Cooke's Preach- 
Hittorical View of the Strate of the er’s Affiftant, as giving the beft and 
Unitarian Doctrine and Worhhip. fulleft catalogue of Englith fermons 
The ‘Charge delivered to the that is any where to be met with. 
Clergy of the diocefe of Sarum, at It is a great improvement upon for- 
the primary Vifitatton of that Dio- mer publications of the fame kind, 
cefe,”” in the year 1783, by the pre- and a work which cannot fail of be- 
fent bifhop, does honour to the wor- ing ufeful to biographers as well as 
thy and learned prelate from whom to divines. 
it proceeds. "Thofe who areengag- — If Mr, Madan be acquainted with 
ed in the facred office are in this the New Annual Regifler, perhaps 
charge ftrongly called upon by their he would think himfelf neglected, if 
diocefan to confider what they owe we did not take notice of his Five 
to their people, to the world, to their Letters, addrefled to Dr. Rees, on 
own charatters, to their profeffion, Account of fome Paffages in the Cy- 
and to their God. The duty of re- clopedia, under the head of Poly- 
fidence is particularly infifted on by gamy. But the cruth is, chat we 
his lordfhip, as that without which have been fo greatly difgufled with 
the clergy can neither difcharge their the abfurdity and iniquity of the 
religious duties, nor adhere to the Thelyphthora, and the publication 
folemn engagement into which they which followed it, that we have not 
entered at the time of their ordinae read thefe Letters; and if credit is 
tion. to be allowed to what we apprehend 
Smith’s ‘* View of the laft Judg- to be judicious tellimony, we have 
ment,” affords a proof how much a_ abftained from what would only in- 
man of genius may be mifled by a {pire us with farther diffatisfaction, 
falfe tafte. It is his aim to be fub- 
lime and pathetic ; but he has not |= TheSermons of the year ‘have 
taken the true method of impreffing been numerous, both from the di- 
the fancy and exciting the affections. vines of the church of England 
Inftead of writing with that noble and from the diffenters. Among the 
fimplicity by which thefe ends are divines of the church of England, 
beit attained, he indulges to glaring the firft place is duc to the —— 
P 4 Cheiter, 
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Chefter, not only in confequence of 
his high Ration, but on account of 
the real excellence of the volume 


of Difcourfes with which he hath 
lately favoured the world. Dr. 


Porteus hath long been known to be 
one of the beit preachers of the pre- 


fent day, having given ample tef- 
timonies of his fuftaining this cha- 
racter, in the courfe of his paro- 
chial duty, when he held the liv- 
ing of Lambeth, and having fully 
confirmed it by the fingle fermons 
which he has occafionally publithed. 
Thefe Sermons make a part of the 


volume before us, which confifts of 


eighteen difcourfes. The fubjects 
confidered are of the higheft impor- 
tance, and they are treared of ina 
manner fuitable to their importance, 
with a becoming dignity of fenti- 
ment, and with the greateft pro- 
priety of compofition. There are 
three fermons on the natural, mo- 
ral, and feriptural evidences of a 
future life, anda life of retribu- 
tion; in which the bifhop doth not 
concur with thofe who affert the ma- 
teriality of the foul, and who re- 


jet all the arguments for another 


world, excepting thofe that are 
drawn from the pofitive declarations 
of the New Tefiament. Of his 
lordthip’s difcourfes in general, we 
may fafely pronounce, thet they 


ably difplay the excellence of Chrif- 


tianity, and powerfully fupport its 
duties ; that they are well calculated 


to promote the moft important ends 


of religion; and that they are 
written in that chafte, manly, and 
unaffected eloquence, which, after 
all the attempts ata bolder fpecies 
of oratory, we {till think to be beft 
adapted to the pulpit. The vo- 
lume has been fo well received by 
the public, that it hath already 
gone through a third edition. 
‘Thofe perfons who have read the 
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two former volumes of Sermons b 
the late Mr. Pyle, of Lyon cA 
be pleaied that another ig dde or 
3 added to 
the number. Mr. Pyle was o 
of thofe rational divines who Poe 
in the habits of the clofett intimac 
with Clarke, Hoadly, Sykes, Bout 
and other eminent clergymen f 
liberal principles, who flour : 
C35 ournthed 
towards the beyinning of the prefent 
century. He was himfelf a man of 
{trong fenfe and found learning ; and 
his difcourfes are fuch as miehe be 
expected from a perfon-of this cha 
racter. His views of things are ra 
tional and juft, and the tendency of 
his fermons is inftructive and prac. 
tical, What farther recommends 
them is, that, by the plainnefs and 
fimplicity of ftyle with which they 
are compofed, ‘They are admirably 
fiited for yengral ufe. The dif. 
courfes now printed are thirty-two 
in number, and treat on the mof 
important fubjects. They are like. 
wife fhort, which renders them pe- 
culiarly proper for families, in read- 
ing to which long fermons ought 
efpecially to be avoided, becaufe 
they are apt to produce a laffitude 
that detiroys their effect. 

We are forry that we eannot 
fpeak in the fame favourable terms 
of Mr. Whitaker’s “ Courfe of 
Sermons upon Death, Judgment, 
Heaven, and Hell,” becaufe we 
have much perfonal refpect for the 
author, and are great admirers of 
his Hiftory of Manchefter. From 
the ingenious, lively, and elegant 
writer of that hiftory, no fmail 
things might have been hoped for, 
in any other form of compofition. 
But, as we have before obferved 
concerning Mr. Smith, Mr. Whi- 
taker appears to have been mifled 
by a wrong notion of eloquence. 
His ideas on this fubjeét are ex- 
plained in his dedication ; 19 which, 

amongit 








DOMESTIC LITERATURE. 


amongft many fenfible remarks 
upon the faults of © preceding 
preachers, he contends for a bolder 
kind of oratory than hath yet ap- 
ared in this country ; and the pre- 
{ent difcourfes axe publithed with a 
view of recommending a change in 
the itructure of compolitions for the 
pulpit. It is impotlible for us to 
exprefs our approbation of the pat- 
tero he hath propoted tor imitauon. 
‘The fermons are turgid and pom- 
pous, abounding more in the falie 
than the true fublime. Nor do we 
think that the dreadful defcriptions 
which are given of the laft judg- 
ment, and of future punifhment, 
are calculated to make durable im- 
yreflions upon the mind. However, 
if thefe difcourfes flould be found 
ufeful, by promoting the caufe of 
piety and virtue among a ceriain 
clafs of readers, we fhall rejoice 
in the effeét produced by them. 
We are totally miftaken in our opi- 
nion of the excellent and learned 
bihhop of Exeter, to whom the 
mork is dedicated, if he himfelf 
would wifh, in his own perfon, to 
afford fuch a model of writing to 
the clergy of his diocefe. 

Mr. Whifhaw, in his two volumes 
of Sermons, aims at no eloquence 
of that kind which is fought tor 
by Mr. Whitaker. He contents 
himfelf with reprefenting plain and 
falutary truths in an eafy and na- 
tural ityle; and, without laboured 
pomp, or ambitious ornaments, 1s 
initructive and editying. The fub- 
jects he hath chofen are weighty ; 
his ideas of Chriftianity are rational ; 
and his defign is to recommend and 
enforce the great duties of practical 
religion. 

Mr. Bampton’s lecture feems to 
have been converted to more valu- 
able purpofes than could have becr 
expected from the original view of 
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the inftitution. The two laft lec- 
turers, at leait, have avoided mak- 
ing it the initrument of defending 
points of doubtful difputation, Dr. 
Cobb, as Mr. Holmes had done be- 
fore him, hath taken care to graft 
upon it a rational and ufeful de- 
fence of revelation, His obje@ is 
to {tate the true nature of happinefs, 
and to fhew that this is beit provid. 
ed tor by the Chriitian religion, 
lf fubjecis fo important continue to 
be pitched upon, and to be as ably 
puriued, we fhall find caufe to re- 
tract the opinion we had formerly 
entertained, that Mr. Bampton’s 
lecture was not likely to be produc- 
tive of confiderable utility. 

We believe that one or two other 
volumes ot fermons have been pub- 
lithed, in the courfe of the year, 
by clergymen of the eflablifhed 
church; butas they have not come 
into our hands, we cannot give an 
account of them. If it fhould here- 
aiterappearthat they have any pecue 
liar degree of merit, we will endea- 
vour to atone for our prefent detect. 

With regard to the fingle fermons 
for which we are indebted tothe di- 
vines of the eftablifhment, though 
feveral difcouries might be mention- 
ed, we fhall confine our atiention 
to two of them, hoping that the 
omiffion of the rett wall be excufed. 
‘Lhe firfl is Mr. Peckard’s, on the 
** Nature and Extent of civil and 
religious Liberty.” This difcourie, 
befides its being upon a very im- 
portant fubject, is more elaborate 
than fingle iermons ufually are. It 
is enriched, alfo, by a number of 
notes, contiting of quotations, and 
additional remarks. Our author js 
an ardent, as well as a judicious 
friend to the rights of mankind, 
and his fentiments coincide with 
thofe of Mr. Locke. It is no 
wonder, therefore, that he is not 


pleafed 
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pleafed with the treatment which 
that great man has received from 
fome late politicians, who, it feems, 
have now found out that be is a par- 
ty writer He is fo, indeed,” 
fays Mr. Peckard, “ and of a party 
*¢ that has not many advocates. He 
“js of the party of truth, of rea- 
** fon, and of found philofophy ; 
*¢ of rational zeal for the glory of 
*¢ God, and the real happinefs of 
**man; of univerfal, and difin- 
* terefted benevolence, of unflhiaken 
*¢ veneration for the rights of hu- 
man nature, and of unalterable 
“ goodwill and friendfhip tothe glo- 
$* rious caufe of civil and religious 
* liberty.” 

The other fingle fermon we fhall 
mention, is, ** A Perfuafive from 
the Practice of Duelling ;” by a mi- 
nifter of the church of England, 
but who has not favonred the pxb- 
lic with his name. ‘This difcourfe 
admirably and pathetically points 
out the abfurdity and iniquity of 
the practice ; but by whom will it 
be read? Principally by  thofe 
who are in no danger of being mifled 
by fo pernicious and fatal a cuftom. 
As to the votaries of falfe honour, 
they will fearcely perufe the ar- 
guinents and remonitrances of this 
excellent fermon ; or, if they did, 
would probably pay no attention to 
its exhortations, though wife and 
falutary in the higheit degree. 

In recording the fermons of the 
Diffenters, we fhall begin with Dr. 
Stennett’s volume of Difcourfes on 
Domettic Duties. The writer, who 
is a gentleman of great worth and 
eminence, in London, among the 
Nonconformifts of the Anti-pxdo- 
baptift perfuafion, is already well 
known to the world, by feveral pub- 
lications on Chriflian and pious fub- 
jects. His two volumes ot fermons, 
In particular, upon perfonal ’ reli- 
gion, hold a very contiderable rank 


among the works which relate to 
ore devotion, _In_ the volume 
efore us, he continues to futtain 
the charaGler of an excellent and 
ufeful divine. The focial duties are 
of the firft importance in genuine 
Chriftianity, and accordingly, Dr 
Stennett has recommended them 
with a becoming fervour and affec. 
tion. His manner of treating on 
them is fomewhat diffufive, but, at 
the fame time, judicious and edify- 
ing. Though the doctor is calvi. 
niftical in his private fentiments, 
thefe fentiments are accompanied 
with the utmoit candour; and the 
tendency of his writings has always 
been more to promote praétice than 
fpeculation. ‘This is eminently the 
cafe in the prefent publication, in 
which, whilft the author powerfully 
enforces the dometlic virtues, he 
clearly fhews how much he is hims 
felf under the influence of the 
fame virtues, 

There are collections of fermons 
which may be confidered, in fome 
degree, as private and local. Wé 
mean thofe fermons of deceafed mi- 
nifters which are printed for the 
more immediate gratification of their 
particular friends and acquaintance, 
and which are likely to have their 
chief circulation in certain diftnds, 
though, perhaps they may well de- 
ferve a larger diffufion, Of this 
kind are the Seventeen Difcourfes 
on praétical Subjects, by the late Mr, 
Parry. Mr. Jofbua Parry was a 
diffenting clergyman at Cirencefter, 
of dittinguifhed’ abilities, and very 
confiderable learning. He was 
alfo a gentleman of polite man- 
ners, and entertaining talents 19 
converfation ; which rendered him 
peculiarly acceptable to the witty 
and fprightly old lord Bathurft, 
with whom he maintained, for many 
years, a moft intimate and friendly 


connection. ‘Though Mr, Parry 
was 
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tras fully qualified to have appeared 
in the world as an author, he 
fearcely publifhed any thing during 
his life; and we fuppofe that the 
prefent fermons were not intended 
by him for the prefs, being fuch 
as he commonly preached. They 
have, however, no {mall portion 
of merit, They are rational, 
pious, animated, and calculated 
to promote the Chriftian temper ; 
on which accounts it may be 
hoped that they will extend beyond 
the line of the author’s particular 
acquintance. 

The fourteen difcourfes by Dr. 
Hood, lately a diffenting minitier at 
Newcaftle upon Tyne, are of the 
fort we have already defcribed. 
They are publifhed by fubfcription, 
for the benefit of the writer’s fa- 
mily. At the fame time, they re- 
fiect no difhonour on Dr. Hood’s 
memory ; being on the moft impor- 
tant fubjets, which are treated of 
in a fenfble and feriptural manner, 
and recommended by propriety of 
compofition. 

Arthur’s Sermons are likewife a 
pofthumous publication, and have 
been printed with the charitable 
purpofe of relieving two daughters, 
whom the ‘author hath left behind 
him, at Etal, in Northumberland. 

To give an air of novelty, and 
to excite peculiar attention, fermons, 
in fome inflances, have lately taken 
an hiftorical and biographical turn. 
Indeed, difcourfes which are formed 
upon the principal incidents and 
charaéters of the Old and New 
Teftament, are capable of produce 
ing various inftruction, and, under 
proper management, may be rene 
dered eminently ftriking and ufeful. 
Of this kind, Mr. Godwin has 
publifhed fix fermons, which he 
has entitled, ‘* Sketches of Hifs 
tory.” The fubjeéts he has chofen 
are the Refignation of Aaron; the 
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Degeneracy of Hazael; and the 
Arraignment, the Crucifixion, the 
Refurrection, and the Character of 
Jefus. In treating upon thefe fubs 
jects, the author aims at a bolder fpe- ° 
cies of oratory than is prefented to 
us in that chatte and elegant form 
in which it appears in Hurd, Blair, 
and Porteous. Of his difcourfes 
it may jufily be faid, that they 
abound in animated fentiments and 
reflections; but fome paflages thé 
lovers of fimplicity in compofition 
will probably regard as partukin 

of a fife mariidtteds. Mr Goce 
Win is a young man, who, we 
doubt not, will rife to great excel. 
lence, if he thould be induced to 
form a more correct tafte, and will 
fuffer his imagination to be guided 
by a greater maturity of judgment, 

In Dr. Hunter’s *“ Sacred Bios 
graphy, or, the Hiltory of the 
Patriarchs from Adam to Abraham, 
inclufively,” we have only the 
firft part of the execution of a de- 
fign which will probably be carried 
on in feveral future volumes... ‘The 
difcourfes now printed were Sunday 
Evening Lectures, delivered at the 
Scots church, near London Wall; 
and the fubjects treated of are the 
Hiftories of Adam, Cain, Abel, 
Enoch, Noah, Melchizedec, and 
Abraham. Thefe patriarchal cha- 
racters are chiefly confidered by Dr. 
Hunter in a popular way, without 
entering into nice difquifitions, or 
departing from commonly received 
opinions. ‘The language of the 
fermons is clear, fpirited, and for- 
cible; and, allowance being made 
for fome points with reipeét to which 
we differ .n ientiment trom the au- 
thor, they may be read with plea- 
fure, and applied ro the purpofes of 
religious improvement. 

An ordination fervice hath ap- 
peared this year, in which Dr, 
Hunter was the preacher; and the 

fermon 
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fermon contains a valuable compen- 
dium of the evidences of Chrifti- 
anity. But what chiefly diftinguifhes 
the publication, is a charge by Dr. 
Fordyce, which abounds in excel- 
jent matter, is elegant and beautitul 
An compofition, and exhibits a com- 


plete and admirable delineation of 


the character and duty of a Chriftian 
minifter. ‘There is no production 
of the doctor’s which has been bet- 
ter approved, or which has con- 
ferred upon him more genuine ho- 
nour. The charge may be con- 
fidered as his laft farewell to his 
people; Mr. Lindfay, to whom it 
was addrefled, having fucceeded Dr. 
Fordyce in his congregation in 
Monkwell.ftreet.. There are printed 
likewife, the queftions propofed by 
Dr. Kippis to Mr. Lindiay, toge- 
ther with his anfwers, agreeably to 
a cuflom we have obferved to pre- 
vail among the Proteftant diflenters ; 
but of the neceflity or utility of 
which we have by no means aclear 
and full cohviction. 


Mrs. Macaulay Graham, not fa- 
tisfied with appearing, dwing the 
prefent year, in her ufual form, as 
an hiftorian, has aflumeda new cha- 
racter, which is that of a writer in 
metaphyfics and ethical philojophy. 
Jn this character fhe has publithed 
‘© A Treatife on the Immutability 
of Moral Truth.” The defign of 
the work is highly important and 
valuable, being no lefs than to ef- 
tablifh a conviction of the moral at- 
tributes of the Deity, as the bafis 
of our duty and our expectations ; 
and fhe profecutes her purpote with 
great firength of reafon and force of 
argument. It gives us pleafure to 
fee her fuitain, with fo much abi- 
lity and dignity, the ttle of an ad- 
vocate for the grand principles of 
religion and the reality of a life 
to come. In the courfe of her 


undertaking, fhe has paid particular 


attention to archbifhop King and 
lord Bolingbroke, and hath. ex 
amined and confuted, at large, the 
ideas of the former concerning the 
nature and obligations of virtue, 
and the {ceptical opinions of the late 
ter on the iubject of a future fate. 
Whilft the agrees with Dr. Clarke 
upon thefe heads, there is another 
point in which her fentiments ma- 
terially differ from thofe of that 
eminent divine. Mrs. Graham is 
an afferter ot the doé¢trine of phi- 
lofophical neceflity, enters fully ine 
to the defence of it, and endeavours 
to fhew that it is favourable to the 
practice of religion and virtue, 
Herein fhe concurs with Dr. Prief. 
ley, who is ardently of the fame 
opinions Whilft we acknowledge 
the ingenuity and force of mind dif 
played in the werk before us, we 
cannot add, that it is written ina 
pleafing manner. The fentences 
are very long, much involved, of- 
ten obfcure, and frequently ungra- 
matical. Thofe, therefore, who 
are uled to perfpicuous and accu- 
rate compofition, will perufe the 
prefent treatife with fome degree of 
difflatisfaction, If the lady had re- 
quefled any of her literary friends 
to correct the mott glaring impro- 
prieties of her ftyle, fuch a cir- 
cumftance would have contributed 
to render the performance before us 
more acceptable to the generality 
of philofophical readers. 

The Controverfy on Liberty and 
Neceffity, excited by Dr. Prieilley, 
feems to be nearly brought to a 
conclufion, One more writer, how: 
ever, hath appeared in it, and he 
is a writer of known and approved 
abilities. We refer to Dr. Ben- 
jamin Dawfon’s ‘* Neceffitarian 5 of 
the- Queftion concerning Liberty 
and Neceffity ftated, in nineteca 
Letters.” Inthefe letters a a 
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ly debate is reprefented as carried 
on by two gentlemen, Philemon 
and Cleanthes. Philemon is an ad- 
yocate for the liberty of the human 
will, and Cleanthes fuftains the op- 

fite fide of the queftion. In the 
courfe of the corretpondence, Phi- 
lemon is entirely convinced of his 
error, and changes his opinion. 
The doctrine of necetliy has fel- 
dom been fupported with greater 
perfpicuity and precifion than in 
the prefent work. Dr. Dawfon 1s 
a matter upon metaphyfical fubjects ; 
and if the point in difpute be capa- 
ble of being abfolurely and finally 
fettled, no one is more equal to the 
talk. We fhall not venture to pro- 
nounce on which part the truth hes ; 
but thus much we may fately affert, 
that, notwithftanding the labours 
of the moft ingenious men, there are 
difficulties on both fides, the effec- 
tual removal of which will continue 
to baile the ftrongeit efforts of hu- 
man reafon. 

Itis well known that Mr. David 
Huine, fome years before his death, 
printed two efiays, one on furcide, and 
the other on the immortality of the 
foul; which, however, were not 
publified, the bookiellers being 
atraid of doing it, and many pev- 
fons imagining that they would be 
very hurttul tothe caufe of religion. 
Jf we miitake not, a little before 

Aris deceafe, he gave directions for 
/ their publication ; notwithitanding 
which, his dere was not comphed 
with; the fame fear of the injury 
the tracts in queflion were likely to 
produce, operating on the minds of 
his executors, or upon thofe who 
were confulted on the fubject. For 
our part, we never approved of this 
conduct. In the firft place, we did 
not think that the two eflays were 
likely to Se more danyerous than 
other writings of Mr. Hume, which 
had jong been in the hands of the 
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public. Secondly, we were under 
no alarm on account of attacks that 
might be made on religion; be- 
caufe of our firm perfuafion that 
truth could ftand the fevereft {cru- 
tiny, and would, rife triumphant 
over all oppotition. And thirdly, 
we did not apprehend that an 

thing would be advanced in ehefe 
particular eflays which would be 
more formidable than what has oftea 
been urged by fceptical writers. 
The event has exactly correfponded 
to our expectations. A furreptitious 
edition of the effiys having now 
appeared, we fee nothing extraor- 
dinary in Mr. Hume’s arguments, 
nothing but what has been faid 
again and again, nothing which will 
not admit of the moft fatisfactor 

aniwer. There are none of his 
works which can do him lefs ho- 


‘nour; and we do not fuppofe that 


they will excite much attention, or 
produce -any extraordinary or dur- 
able effect. Having gratified a pre- 
fent curiofity, they will {peedily be 
forgotten. ‘The editor has fub- 
joined remarks tothe efflays, ine 
tended, as he fays, for an antidote 
to the poifon contained in them ; 
but thefe remarks do not fhew the 
hand of a mafter. If religion were 
not poffefled of abler advocates, the 
attacks of her enemies might more 
jultly be regarded as objeéts of ter- 
ror. Roufleau’s two letters on fui- 
cide sre added to the publication, 
the firft of which vindicates that 
practice with greater ability and 

fpirit than is done by Mr. Hume. 
We know not whether we ought 
to place in the prefent department, 
or under. the article of Mifcellane- 
ous Writings, Dr. Andrews’s * A- 
nalyfis of the Principal Duties of 
Social Life ; in a Series of Letters 
to a Young Gentleman on his En- 
trance into the World.”’ It is cer- 
tain that this performance prefente 
us 
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us with no profound difquifitions on 
fubjeéts of morality. The eflays it 
contains are drawn up in imitation 
of the ftyle and manner of Roche- 
foucault, fhort and fententious, and 
are illuftrated by frequent allufions 
and comparifons. ‘The author is 
not always happy in the conduét of 
his metaphors and fimiles : but a tew 
errors of this kind are amply com» 
penfated for by the general elegance 
of the compolition, and the utility 
of the maxims and remarks here in- 
troduced, which render the work a 
proper manual for young people, 


We are glad to find that the fuc- 
ceflors to Sir William Blackitone, in 
the chair of the Vinerian Profeffor- 
fhip at Oxford, carry on, with abi- 
lity and diligence, the defign of the 
inftitution. Mr. Woodefon, the 
prefent profeffor, has publifhed, 
*¢ Elements of Jurifprudence, treat- 
ed of in the Preliminary Part of a 
Courfe of Lectures on the Laws of 
England.” The work confiits of fix 
letures, on the following fubjeés ; 
the laws of man’s nature; the 
grounds of civil, pofitive, or infti- 
tuted law; the feveral fpecics of 
magifiracy ; the law of nations ; and 
the laws of England, with refpect 
to the various fources whence the 
have been derived; to which are 
added, obfervations on the iludy 
and profeffion of the laws of Eng- 
land. To the whole is fubjoined, 
the outline of the general courfe 
purfued by Mr. Woodefon. The 
author, without entering into curi- 
ous or metaphyfical difquifitions, 
fhews that he is well acquainted 
with the objects of his enquiry. 
His remarks are, for the moft part, 
unexceptionably judicious and in- 
ftructive; but there are one or two 
aeggge: occafionally introduced by 

im, which cannot by any means 





be fupported, and which would lead 
to conlequences that mutt abfolute} 
be condemned by every enlightened 
friend to the sights of human nae 
ture. 

The * Sequel to an Effay o 
Origin and Progrefs of Reet 
thent,” is not altogether of fo oe: 
neral a nature as might have been 
expected from the former tract. {py 
part, however, the author purfues 
his firft defign, by tracing ov: the 
origin of reprefentation, confider. 
ing its defects, and offering fome 
hints for improvement. Befides 
calling upon men of all ranks to ate 
tempt the great work of reformation, 
he enters fo fully into the conduct of 
affairs in this country, as to give to 
his work much of the appearance 
of a political pamphlet. We cans 
not arraign the juttice of his cen- 
fures, though there is in them no 
{mall degree of feverity. The fame 
farcaftic originality of compofition, 
and native ftrength of language, 
which marked the writer’s othet 
performance will be found to pre 
vail in the prefent publication. 

Stokes’s ** View of the Conftitue 
tions of the Britifh Colonies in North 
America, and the Weft Indies be- 
fore the War,” will be inftrudtive to 
thofe who wifh to be acquainted 
with the fubjeét: And it is a fub- 
ject into which many will be 
folicitous to enquire, as the late res 
volution has been too important not 
to engage the attention of men. Be- 
fides the information which Mr. 
Stokes’s work will afford in this re- 
fpect, it will chiefly be ufeful as a 
practical book to the lawyers and 
merchants belonging to our Welt 
Indian iflands, who are engaged in 
tranfactions with the American 
ftates. 


. Ime’s Treatife on the 
Mr. Le Lolme’s Engl 
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Englihh government is too well 
known to require that we fhould give 
a character of it, or that we fhould 
add to it the ftamp of our approba- 
tion. We only mention it becaufe 
in the laft edition it is increafed by 
fome new chapters, which render 
the work more perfect than it was 
before. ‘That part which has a 
reference to the American conteft, 
doth not meet wth our ideas ; for 
we think it might be fhewn, that, from 
the difference of circumftances, our 
author’s reafonings and facts do not 
apply fo fully to the fubject as he is 
ready to imagine. 

Reeves’s ** Hiftory of the Eng- 
lith Law, from the Saxons to the 
End of the Reign of Edward the 
Firit,” is a very elaborate work, 
which difplays the author’s great 
attention to the learning of his pro- 
feilion. It is written upon a new 
plan; and on a plan which, as we 
can aflert on good foundation, has 
been highly approved of by the 
ableit judges of the fubjeét, and 
particularly by lord Mansfield, Mr, 
Reeves’s defign naturally leads him 
to the confideration of many curious 
objects ; but he has not aflumed a 
digreffive manner of writing, or af- 
fected much to derive light trom ge- 
neral hiftory; being convinced, 
perhaps, that general hiftory would 
have afforded burt little aid to him 
in his legal enquiries, In the mid 
of fuch various difcuffion, and on 
points fo obfcure and difficult as 
thofe which are treated of in the 
volume before us, different opinions 
will be formed with regard to fome 
of the author’s conclufions. If he 


hath not attended, in all sefpects, to 
the ornaments of ftyle, this cir- 
eumftance will be overlooked by 
candid minds, as the old writings 
Mr. Reeves was obliged to perutle 
could fcarcely fail to give a tincture 
to his language which would not be 
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favourable to modern elegance, A 
young man thus rationally employs 
ed in the ftudies belonging to his 
profeifion, is juitly entitled to ape 
probation and applaufe. 

Every one, who has a tolerable 
acquaintance with hittory, knows 
how much the feudal fyiftem, fora 
number of years has been the obe 
ject of attention among men of 
letters, and what great light has 
been thrown upon it, by a variety 
of ingenious writers. Nor is the 
fubject exhaufted, but lies open to 
farther difcuffion and elucidation. 
Mr. Wallace’s ** Thoughts @n the 
Origin of Feudal Tenures,” have 
rather a view to a particular than to 
a general purpofe. The grand 
fition which he labours ob maintsi 
is, that peerayes were not introduce 


* ed into Scotland till the year 15876 


‘Titles of honour, and degrees of noe 
bility, he allows to have been early 
known in that country ; but he con- 
tends, at the fame rime, that they 
were not itrictly entitled to be des 
nominated peerages, ‘This opinion 
he advances with the laudable and 
honourable defign of leflening, as 
far as can be done confiftently with 
the rules of juftice, the number of 
Scotch peers, which, from the re- 
vival of ancient claims, he appre- 
hends may be multiplied to fuch a 
degree as to produce a nobility, 
who, trom poverty and from depen- 
dence, may become difgracetul to 
their rank, and burthenfome to the 
crown. Mr. Wallace exhibits 
much ingenuity and learning in 
fupport of his hypothefis; but how 
far it is. well founded, we are not 
competent to determine. We are 
informed that many able men do nog 
concur with him in fentiment; and, 
if we are not miftaken, the adjudi- 
cation of the houfe of lords, in the 
cafe of the countefs of Sutherland, 
went upon different principles, 
The 
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The queftion concerning parlia- 
mentary reform, {till continues to 
be agitated, and, in the courfe of 
the year, has been productive, we 
believe, of various publications, 
We fhall take notice of two enly of 
thote which have been writren in 
favour of the reform, ‘Thefe are 
lord Carysfort’s Thoughts on the 
Conftitution, and Batley’s Letters on 
Parliamentary Reprefentation. Both 
thefe gentlemen write with much 
good fenfe, and with a rational zeal 
tor the object they have in view. 
‘Though they do not concur in every 
refpeé@t, they both of them unite in 
recommending that the right of 
voting in fmall boroughs be com- 
municated to certain diitriéts around 
them, and to perfons of a certain 
defcription. This, of all others, 
is the fcheme that appears to us the 
moft natural and practicable. Some- 
thing of the kind has actually been 
reduced to practice with regard to 
New Shoreham and Cricklade ; and 
the fame plan, with due improve- 
ments, might be farther extended. 

The authorof * Free Parliaments, 
or a Vindication of the Parliamen- 
tary Conftitution of England, in 
Anfwer to certain vifionary Plans 
of modern Reformers,” as is ap- 
parent from the title of his piece, 
is entirely on the other fide of the 

ueftion. He writes with ability 
and fpirit, and vigoroufly urges 
what is capable of. being advanced 
in oppofition to alterations. Plaufi- 
ble things may undoubtedly be faid 
by ingenious men, again{t every de- 
grec of innovation: but, after all, 
there have been times, and fuch 
times will exitt again, which require 
changes, both civil and religious ; 
there are evils which grow to fuch a 
height that they muft be remedied, 
or worfe confequences will enfue ; 
and, upon the fubject in queffion, 


7. 


ee Gt ha 
, ch an enlightened and 
awakened public will demand re. 
drefs with a voice that cannot be te. 
fitted. ; 

Mr. Cunningham’s "© Hilorical 
Account of the Rights of EleMion 
of the feveral Counties, Cities 
and Boroughs of Great Britain.” 
has no relation to the difpute con. 
cerning the parliamentary reform, 
It contains a variety of information 
drawn from the fouaruda of the 
Houfe of Commons, and will be 
very ufeful in confulting thofe jour. 
nals, The author has pretixed, 

: An Inquiry into the Origin of 
Elections to Parliament, and the 
Right of the Commons toa Share 
in the Legiflature.” On the utility 
of a work like the prefent, which is 
an improvement upon Willis’s No- 
titia Parliamentaria, and carries 
down the fubjeét to our own times, 
itis not neceflary to enlarge. A 
book of this kind cannot fail of be- 
ing acceptable to a great number of 
perfons, 

Mr. Burges’s ** Confiderations 
on the Law of Infolvency,” come 
trom a gentleman who has paid pe- 
culiar attention to a fubject which 
is of the higheft importance. The 
wretched ttate ot debtors, the ca- 
lamities of imprifonment for debt, 
and, on the other hand, the frauds 
to which creditors are liable, are 
matters of juft and general com- 
plaint ; and it muft itrike every 
mind that there isa deficiency in the 
fyftem of our laws with refpect to 
thefe objects. But the difficulty of 
procuring effectual relief from evils 
which humanity muft ardently with 
to fee removed, has long been felt 
and’ acknowledged. Mr. Burges 
hath taken uncommon pains, and 
manifefted great jingenuity in form- 
ing and digefting a plan for this 

purpole. 

















e. But whether, when brought 
to the telt of experiment, it will 
fully anfwer the end defigned, may, 
perhaps, he doubted. It is eafier 
to point out the maladies that exift, 
than to provide fuch a cure for 
them as fhall be completely fucceff- 
ful. 

Mr. Burges’s “ Letter to the earl 
of Effingham on his lately propofed 
Aétof Infolvency,”’ carries on the 
fame benevolent purpofe. It is well 
known with what ardent zeal this 
worthy nobleman hath entered into 
the fubject; how thoroughly he is 
acquainted with it; and how humane 
and liberal are his views with re- 
fpect to the treatment of unfortu- 
nate debtors. Mr. Burges is his 
coadjutor, in the profecution of his 
laudable defign. The bill which 
was brought into the houfe of lords 
by the earl of Effingham, and re- 
jected in that houfe, was framed by 
Mr. Burges. In the letter before 
us, the author anfwers, in a very 
able manner, the objections that 
were made to the bill, by a peer of 
high authority in the law. We 
are afraid that it will be a long time 
before the folicitors for relief, inthe 
cafe of infolvent debtors, will ob- 
tain the redrefs for which they fo 
honourably plead. 

In our fatt Annual Regifter, we 
mentioned the cafe of the dean of 
St. Afaph, againft whom a profecu- 
tion was commenced, on account of 
his having reprinted fir William 
Jones’s ** Dialogue between a Scho- 
jar and a Peafant.” The trial, 
which was to have come on in Sep- 
tember laft at Denbigh, is removed 
to Shrewfbury, where it is expected 
to take place at the fummer affizes. 
The proceedings in the caufe have 
been publifled by two fhort hand 


writers, Mr. Gurney, and Mr, 
Blanchard, My. Blanchard’s pam- 
i733. 
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wee hath been diitributed gratis, — 


y the fociery for conftitutional in- 
formation, In both the publica. 
tions, may be feen an account of 
this important affair, fo far as it hath 
already been tranfacted. The lovers 
of liberty wait for the event with 
no {mall degree of anxiety. 

Several books of Law Reports 
have appeared during the courfe of 
the year, with regard to which it 
may be fuflicient barely to announce 
them, as they are chiefly intended 
for the ufe of profeifional men. 
The works we refer to are, the fifth, 
fixth, and feventh volumes of 
** Brown’s Reports of Cafes in Par- 
liament ;”” **Cowper’s Reports of 
Cafesinthe King’s Bench ;”" * Dou- 
glas’s Reports of Cafes argued and 
determined in the fame court ;” and 
‘¢ Reyner’s Cafes at large concern 
ing Tithes.”” The great reputation 
which Mr. Douglas has acquired by 
his Hittory of the Determinations 
upon Parliamentary Elections, muft 
enfure a good reception to any of 
his productions of a fimilar nature. 

It will not be expected that we 
fhould take any particular notice of 
one or two treatifes relative to the 
mechanical part of the law; fuch 
as Mr. Highmore’s, * Digeft of the 
Doétrine of Bail in civil and crimi- 
nal Cafes ;” and Mr. Cruife’s ** Ef- 
fay on the Nature and Operation of 
common Recoveries.” Of thefe 
works all we can fay is, that, ac- 
cording to good information, they 
are well calculated to anfwer the 
purpofes for which they have been 
written. 

The beft method of managing and 
fupporting the poor is an object of 
great importance. Few of our rea- 
ders can be ftrangers to the pains 
which have been taken by Mr. Gil- 
bert, and other gentlemen on this 
head, and to the various tracts that 


©) 
2 have 
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The queftion concerning parlia- 
mentary reform, {till continues to 
be agitated, and, in the courfe of 
the year, has been productive, we 
believe, of various publications, 
We hall take notice of two enly of 
thote which have been written in 
favour of the reform, ‘Thefe are 
lord Carysfort’s Thoughts on the 
Conftitution, and Batley’s Letters on 
Parliamentary Reprefentation. Both 
thefe gentlemen write with much 
good fenfe, and with a rational zeal 
tor the object they have in view. 
Though they do not concur in every 
refpeé@t, they both of them unite in 
recommending that the right of 
voting in {mall boroughs be com- 
municated to certain diitriéts around 
them, and to perfons of a certain 
defcription, This, of all others, 
is the fcheme that appears to us the 
moft natural and practicable. Some- 
thing of the kind has actually been 
reduced to practice with regard to 
New Shoreham and Cricklade ; and 
the fame plan, with due improve- 
ments, might be farther extended. 

The authorof ** Free Parliaments, 
or a Vindication of the Parliamen- 
tary Conititution of England, in 
Anfwer to certain vifionary Plans 
of modern Reformers,” as is ap- 
parent from the title of his piece, 
is entirely on the other fide of the 
queftion. He writes with ability 
and fpirit, and vigoroufly urges 
what is capable of. being advanced 
in oppofition to alterations. Plaufi- 
ble things may undoubtedly be faid 
by ingenious men, againft every de- 
grec of innovation: but, after all, 
there have been times, and fuch 
times will exitt again, which require 
changes, both civil and religious ; 
there are evils which grow to fuch a 
height that they muft be remedied, 
or worfe confequences will enfue ; 
and, upon the fubject in quefion, 


7. 


the period will fooner or later ar. 
rive, in which an enlightened and 
awakened public will demand re. 
drefs with a voice that cannot be te. 
fitted. : 

Mr. Cunningham’s * Hitlorical 
Account of the Rights of EleAion 
of the feveral Counties, Cities 
and Boroughs of Great Britain ” 
has no relation to the difpute con- 
cerning the parliamentary reform, 
It contains a variety of information 
drawn from the Journals of the 
Houfe of Commons, and will be 
very ufeful in confulting thofe jour. 
nals) The author has prelixed, 
** An Inquiry into the Origin of 
Elections to Parliament, and the 
Right of the Commons to a Share 
in the Legiflature.” On the utility 
of a work like the prefenr, which is 
an improvement upon Willis’s No- 
titia Parliamentaria, and carries 
down the fubjeét to our own times, 
itis not neceflary to enlarge. A 
book of this kind cannot fail of be- 
ing acceptable to a great number of 
perfons. 

Mr. Burges’s ** Confiderations 
on the Law of Infolvency,” come 
trom a gentleman who has paid pe- 
culiar attention to a fubject which 
is of the higheft importance. The 
wretched itate otf debtors, the ca- 
lamities of imprifonment for debr, 
and, on the other hand, the frauds 
to which creditors are liable, are 
matters of juft and general com- 
plaint ; and it mutt ttrike every 
mind that there is a deficiency in the 
fyftem of our laws with refpect to 
thefe objects. But the difficulty of 
procuring effectual relief from evils 
which humanity muft ardently with 
to fee removed, has long been felt 
and’ acknowledged. Mr. Burges 
hath taken uncommon pains, and 
manifetted great jingenuity in form- 
ing and digefling a plan for this 

purpole. 
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e. But whether, when brought 
to the teit of experiment, it will 
fully anfwer the end defigned, may, 
perhaps, he doubted. It is eafier 
to point out the maladies that exift, 
than to provide fuch a cure for 
them as fhall be completely fucceff- 
ful. 

Mr. Burges’s “ Letter to the earl 
of Effingham on his lately propofed 
Aétof Infolvency,”’ carries on the 
fame benevolent purpofe. It is well 
known with what ardent zeal this 
worthy nobleman hath entered into 
the fubject; how thoroughly he is 
acquainted with it; andhow humane 
and liberal are his views with re- 
fpect to the treatment of unfortu- 
nate debtors. Mr. Burges is his 
coadjutor, in the profecution of his 
laudable defign. The bill which 
was brought into the houfe of lords 
by the earl of Effingham, and re- 
jeated in that houfe, was framed by 
Mr. Burges. In the letter before 
us, the author anfwers, in a very 
able manner, the objections that 
were made to the bill, by a peer of 
high authority in the law. We 
are afraid that it will be a long time 
before the folicitors for relief, inthe 
cafe of infolvent debtors, will ob- 
tain the redrefs for which they fo 
honourably plead. 

In our laft Annual Regifter, we 
mentioned the cafe of the dean of 
St. Afaph, againft whom a profecu- 
tion was commenced, on account of 
his having reprinted fir William 
Jones’s ** Dialogue between a Scho- 
jar and a Peafant.” The trial, 
which was to have come on in Sep- 
tember laft at Denbigh, is removed 
to Shrewfbury, where it is expected 
to take place at the fummer affizes. 
‘The proceedings in the caufe have 
been publifhed by two fhort hand 
writers, Mr. Gurney, and Mr, 
Blanchard, Mr. Blanchard’s pam- 
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— hath been diftributed gratis, 
y the fociety for conftitutional in- 
formation. In both the publica. 
tions, may be feen an account of 
this important affair, fo far as it hath 
already been tranfacted. The lovers 
of liberty wait for the event with 
no {mall degree of anxiety. 

Several books of Law Reports 
have appeared during the courie of 
the year, with regard to which it 
may be fufhcient barely toannounce 
them, as they are chiefly intended 
for the ufe of profeifional men. 
The works we refer to are, the fifth, 
fixth, and feventh volumes of 
«* Brown’s Reports of Cafes in Par- 
liament ;”” **Cowper’s Reports of 
Cafesinthe King’s Bench ;” * Dou- 
glas’s Reports of Cafes argued and 
determined in the fame court ;” and 
‘¢ Reyner’s Cafes at large concern- 
ing ‘Tithes.” The great reputation 
which Mr. Douglas has acquired by 
his Hittory of the Determinations 
upon Parliamentary Elections, muft 
enfure a good reception to any of 
his antd ad of a fimilar nature. 

It will not be cxpected that we 
fhould take any particular notice of 
one or two treatifes relative to the 
mechanical part of the law; fuch 
as Mr. Highmore’s, * Digeft of the 
Doétrine of Bail in civil and crimi- 
nal Cafes ;”’ and Mr. Cruife’s ** Ef 
fay on the Nature and Operation of 
common Recoveries.” Of thefe 
works all we can fay is, that, ac- 
cording to good information, they 
are well calculated to anfwer the 
purpofes for which they have been 
written, 

The beft method of managing and 
fupporting the poor is an object of 
great importance. Few of our rea- 
ders can be ftrangers to the pains 
which have been taken by Mr. Gil- 
bert, and other gentlemen on this 
head, and to the various tracts that 
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have been publifhed on the fubjeét. 


Hitherto no plan has been formed 
that has been confidered by the le- 
giflature as fuiliciently practicable 
and ufeful; and, indeed, it is ex- 
tremely difficult to alter modes of 
adminiftration which have long been 
eftablifhed, and which, with all 
their faults, feem in fome degree to 
be interwoven into the conititution. 
Dr. M‘Farlan’ hath confidered the 
matter at large, in his * Inquiries 
eoncerning the Poor.” The author 
firit confiders the poor according to 
the different caufes of poverty ; 
then reviews the feveral methods of 
ftipporting them, both in England 
and Scotland, together with the va- 
rious fchemes propofed for remedy- 
ing their defects; and lattly, en- 
quires into the molt effectual means 
of employing and providing for 
them, and preventing the increafe 
of beggary. What Dr. M‘ Farlan 
Has advanced on thele heads is e- 


qually intelligent and hugnane ; and 
his work is entitled to the clofeit ar- 


tention. His enquiries have led 
him to. condemn legal rates for the 
poor; but we are apprehenlive that 
they could not be completely re- 
lieved without fuch rates, in large 
and populous cities, and in the great 
eommercialand manufacturing towns 
of the kingdom. 

The police of the city of Wefl- 
miniter 1s known to be very imper- 
fect, and greatly to ftand in need of 
reformation. Ie hath often been 
complained of, and a parliamentary 
coniideration of it has been pro- 
miled ; butthe political conteits of 
the times are unfavourable to un- 
dertakings of real utility, Mr. 
Sayer, in his ** Objervations on the 
Police or Civil Government of 
Wettminiter,” has manifetted a pro- 
found and extentive knowledge of 
his fubject. He enters fully into 
the hiitory of she franchife veiled 
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in the dean and chapter of the cole 
legiate church, explains the Courts 
held under them, and deferibes the 
bulinets and duty of the feveral of- 
fieers appointed by them, and w 
Whom the government of the city is 
committed, After this he points 
out the defects under which the con- 
{letution of Wettmintter at pretent 49 
bou rs,and propotes a plan of reform, 
The plan is the refule of deep 
thought and ftudy, and is highly 
worthy of public invettigation : but 
whether it 18 likely to be carried in 
to execution, or, if carriedinto ex. 
ecution, whether it would entirely 
remove the evils complained of, is 
notin our power to determine. 

It was not to be expected thatthe 
decifion of the houfe of peers with 
regard to general bonds of refigna- 
ti0n upon preientations to livings, 
which took place in the caufe be- 
tween Mr. Difney Fytche and the 
bifhop of London, fhould be pafled 
over without animadverlion, That 
decifion was furprizing to perfons of 
reflection, as it was contrary tothe 
practice of the courts of judicature 
tor two hundred years paft. It 
was obtained, alfo, by only a majo. 
rity of one ; and that majority con- 
lifted principally of the ecclefiatti- 
cal lords. Mr. Ibbetfon, in his 
‘¢ Thoughts on Bonds of Keligna- 
tion,” hath confidered the fubje& 
with propriety and good fenfe, and 
propofes the framing of a bill to re- 
culate this matter in future. We 
have reafon to believe that another 
pamphlet has been written on the 
fle of Mr. Fytche ; but (for what 
caufes we know not) it has not yet 
been publifhed. The truth of the 
cafe is, that the evil which prefled 
upon the minds of the biflops ought 
to have been remedied by an act 08 
parliament, and not by overturning 
the uniform determination of the 


judges for fo long a period of ume, 
We 
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We ought not to forget the Re- 
ports of the Commiffioners of Pub- 
lic Accounts, a handfome edition of 
the firft yolume of which has been 
publihed by Mr. Mollefon, their 
fecretarys The obligations of the 
nation in general to thefe gentlemen 
is yniverfally acknowledged, and the 
perfpicuity and precifion with which 
their information is drawn up have 
jitly excited great admiration and 
applaufe. But of this there is the 
lefs occafion{to fpeak, as the Reports 
have regularly been inferted in our 
Regifter, and thofe which appeared 
in 4783, will there be found in their 
proper places. 

In pure mathematics, we f{carce- 
ly recollect anv work, excepting 
Mr. Scott’s * Elements of opens 
try:” in which he propofes to de- 
monfirate, with concifenefg and 
perfpicuity, all the material propo- 
jitions in the firft fix, elevetith, and 
twelfth books of Euclid. This au- 
thor, like many others who have 

gone betore him, has attempted to 
give Euclid’s propofitions ina more 
compendious form than that in whi P 
they exiftin the original. Euclid’ 
proper demonttrations are fo a 
and fo natural, that, having formerly 
ftudied him according to his own 
method, we have never thought of 
any other mode of arriving at the 
know ledge of his problems. “and the- 
orems. 

In publications of a mathemati- 
cal nature, the moit valuable pro- 
dutions of the year are Dr. Price's 
Obfervations on Reverfionary Pay- 
ments, and Mrs Maferes’s Treatife 
on Reverfions and Annuitiess Dr. 
Price’s book is another edinon (be- 
ing the fourth) of agwork, the repu- 
tation of which is¥too firmly efla- 
blithed to ftand in need of our fane- 
tlons Thereafon of our now men- 
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tioning it is, that it hath received 
great additions and improvements 5 
fo that the ingenious and worthy 
author appears to have carried 
it to the uumott perfection to which 
he is capable of railing it; and that 
is a pertection which no preceding 
writer had attained upon the fame 
fubject. 

Mri Maferes’s Book on Reverfi- 
ons and Annuities is a new Treatife 
of a fimilar nature, and comes from 
a gentleman who is acknowledged 
to be‘one of the firft mathematicians 
of the age, The prefent perform- 
ance is a mof elaborate production, 
and is highly inf tructive to thofe for 
whom it is intended. Dr. I’rice 
and Mr. Maferes concur in the prin+ 
ciples of calculation, and agree in 
recommending the fame method of 
liquidating the national debr. 

As Mr. Gale’s ** Eflay on the 
Nature and Principles of Public 
Credit,” abounds in calculations, 
we cannot, perhaps, any where 
mention it more properly than in 
this place. Not having feen the 
work itfelf, we can only fay, that 
it bears the character of being a la- 
boured and ufetul trearife, 

(In natural philofophy, we muft, 
as ufval, give the firit place to the 
tranfactions of the Royal Society. 
The fecond part of the feventy-fecond 
-_ ume is peculiarly interciling, | as 

affords us a defertption of a ther- 
pt i for meafuring the high- 
er degrees of heat, ins ented by Mr. 
Wedgwood, which is equally imple 
and convenient. Mr. Sineaton’s 
experiments, alfo, on the collifou 
of bodies, are the more ufeful, as 
they are conftantly applied to aétual 
practice. He has certainly corrected 
a very fundamental iniftake in the 
firft principles refpeéting the force 
loft by the collifion of non-elaftic 
{oft bodies, ‘Ihe’other more ufeful 
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papers will be mentioned under their 


proper titles. ‘The firit part of the 
enluing volume does not deferve the 
fume diftinction. Mr. Hertchel’s 
method of meafuring the diameter 
of the Gcorgium Sidus, fir William 
Hamilton’s account of the earth- 
quake in Italy, and Mr. Caven- 
dith’s Eudiometer, with the obfer- 
vations which relate to Experiments 
on Air, are the chief papers which 
merit attention in this department 
of our work, The other publica- 
tions of this year are, Dr, Milner’s 
Experiments and Obfervations in 
Electricity, which rather illuftrate 
former opinions, than fupport new 
ones; though he endeavours to 
fhew, that the real effeét of the e- 
lectrical fluid, when in aétion, 1s to 
attract only. ‘The apparent repul- 
fion is explained in another way. 
We may alloadd Mr. Adams’sTrea- 
tife on Electricity. While his chief 
aim is to explain the apparatus, and 
to teach the method of ufing it, he 
gives a general and familiar view of 
the fcience. 

In chemiftry, Mr. Henry has 
tranflated a very interefting work of 
Mr. Lavoifier of the French acade- 
my, which principally relates to the 
contiitution of acids. His cpinions, 
as ufual, are probably not equally 
admiflible. Mr. Kirwan has point- 
ed out one, in which he certainly 
feems to be mittaken ; but, in ge- 
neral, his experiments are clear and 
decilive: they are conducted, and 
relaced with equal addrefs and per- 
fpicuity. We fhall mention the 
principal object of his attention, viz. 
that the acidifying principle is, de- 
phlogifticated air ; and that the va- 
riety of acids depends only on the 
pecullar fource trom which each is 
‘erived. He controverts Dr. Prieit- 
Jey’s opinion, and inflead of air be- 

compofed of the nitrous acid, 
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thinks the : nitrous acid confifts 
chiefly of air. We ftrongly fufs 
pect, that future experience will, in 
a refpects, confirm Mr. Lavoi. 
fer’s fentiments. Mr. Kirwan 
purfues his experiments in the Phi- 
lofophical Tran factions with fuccefs, 
though they are by no means e. 
qually imterefting in every part, If 
thofe which relate to ele¢tive attrac. 
tions are confirmed by future trials, 
they will reftore fome order and 
confiftency to a fubjeét which almoft 
every new expériment {eems to con- 
fufe. It is, however, certain, that 
Mr. Kirwan 1s not always happy 
in explaining his fentiments, and 
has employed much time in details 
which can never be applied to any 
ufeful purpofe. Mr. + sti on 
the contrary, in a popular and amuf- 
ing difcourfe on the ufefulnefs of 
chemiftry, fhews its very extenfive 
influence, in almoft every art which 
adminifters either to the comfort or 
fupport of human life. Yetit mutt 
be owned, that, excepting on the 
fubjeét Uf air, which is detailed ina 
comprehenfive, and foinetimes in 
an unufual manner, we find nothing 
which we with to preferve. In his 
‘¢ Sciagraphia regni Mineralis,” or 
an Arrangement of Foilils, from a 
view of their immediately compo- 
nent parts, he adds remarkably to 
our knowledge of chemiftry. He 
informs us of the contftitution of 
many minerals, which no minera- 
logitt had yer difcovered, and of 
others which had been only fuf- 
pected. In black lead and arfenic, 
we find that an acid united to phlo- 
gifton will affume the appearance of 
a metal; and that the terra pon- 
derofa has been reduced toa regulus. 
We cannot menuon the many parti: 
culars which merit the attention of 
the chemift. His tranflator, Dr. 
Wishering, who by an allowable li- 
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cence has called his work “ the Out- 
lines of Mineralogy,’’ has added to 
this information, by inferting from 
other works, or trom his own obfer- 
vations, Bergman’s new Species of 
Minerals, which had been difcover- 
ed fince the publication of the Sci- 
agraphia, But we have other obli- 
gations to Dr, Withering. He is 
now intent on examining the large 
mafles, which are found in different 
parts ofthe earth, We have a fpe- 
cimen of his labours, in the fecond 
part of the feventy-fecond volume of 
the Philofophical TranfaGions, on 
the Rowley rayandtoad ftone, which 
form immenfe {trata in Staffordthire 
and Derbyfhire. The attempt is 
certainly proper, and the conduct 
and relation of his experiments de- 
ferve the highett credit, for their 
precifion and perfpicuity. We ought 
to mention, though we cannot re- 
commend it as a fafe guide, Dr. 
Trinder’s ** Inquiry into the Pro- 
perties and Effects of the Medical 
Waters of Effex.”” We reccive al- 
fo little real information from Dr. 
Wall’s elegant Differtations on fe- 
lect Subjects of Chemiftry and Me- 
dicine. The Hiftory of Chemittry 
is, we are informed, very nearly a 
eopy of that given by Dr. Black, 
in the univerfity of Edinburgh. As 
chemical works are nearly allied 
to medicine, we fhould mention Mr, 
Home’s Candid Examination of the 
Efhicacy and Innocence of Solvents. 
Tn this, he clearly thews that fol- 
vents preferve their powers, even 
after they are fecreted by the kid- 
neys, and fatisfactorily vindicates 
them from any noxious effect on the 
conftitution. 

Chemifiry and natural hiftory 
unite alfo, as they relate to the hu- 
man body. Mr, Parmentier long 
ago fhewed usa method of prepar- 
ing different farinaceous vegetables, 
fa as to fit them for dict. It has 
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been this year tranflaed, under the 
title of ** Obfervations on fuch 
Nutritive Vegetables, as may be 
fubftituted in the Place of ordinary 
Food.”” It is needles to fay, that 
a work of this kind muft be really 
ufeful ; and it is furprizing that in 
a large volume by Mr. Bryant, 
ftiled ** Flora Dietetica,” he fhould 
have very flightly deferibed the cue 
linary preparations. He has alfo 
been guilty of many errors, chiefly 
from his inattention to very com- 
mon authors. Bergius and Par. 
menticr would perhaps have cor- 
rected = miitakes, and  fipplied 
his deficiencies. The fame author 
has endeavoured to render the dif- 
tinGtion between the turret and ttar- 
ry puff-ball, two {pecies of lycoper- 
don, more clear and exaét. In 
larger works of natural hiltory, this 
is rather the ara of expectation than 
of attainment. ‘The moft import- 
ant one of the prefent year, is the 
continuation of an Englith trantla- 
tion of Linnzus’s “ Syitem of Vege- 
tables,”’ with the lateft difcoveries. 
The great end of the tranflators is 
to form a botanical language, in 
Englifh, equally expreffive and e- 
qually comprehenfive with that of 
Linnzus. They have in general 
fucceeded very well; though the 
appearance of this language is, at 
firft, barbarous and uncouth. The 
fecond volume of ** Letters on Acri- 
culture, &c. felected from the Core 
refpondence Book of the Bath So- 
cieties,”” is a monument of their 
induftry and attention. Many of 
the detached obfervations are reall 
valuable. Mr. Marfden’s * Hiflory 
of Sumatra,” affords us important 
information refpecting the natural 
hiftory of pepper and camphire. 
We can only with, that his deferip- 
tions of the plants ufed tor different 
purpofes, by the natives, had been 
more pariicular and fcientific. In 
Q 3 this 
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this place, wer muft mention the 
new edition of the Edinburgh Phar- 
macoperia ; for, in the lit of the 
Materia Medica, we find the names 
and deferiptions of the plants ufed 
in medicine. ‘The references are to 
the Species Plantarum of Linneus, 
and the Supplement of his fon. 
This addition is now for the firit 
time extended to more doubtful fpe- 
cies ; fo thar it affords a fatistactory 
information to the botaniit, and 
renders the choice and felection of 
medicines more certain and exact, 
it ought not to be omitted, that 
there are alfo fome real improve- 
ments inthe preparation of the dif- 
ferent officinals. 

In anatomy, we have received a 
fplendid work from Dr. Monro of 
Kdinburgh, It is entitled, ** Ob- 
fervations on the Structure and 
Fundétions of the Nervous Sytem,” 
and adorned with many copper- 
plates. ‘Thefe are not, however, 
executed fo elegantly, as to excite 
our applaufe: indeed, m many in- 
fiances they are indiitinét, and in- 
capable of adding to the clearnels 
of the defcription. ‘The text 1s ele- 
gantly printed, and contains fome 
accurate anatomical details, and 
fome phyfiological obfervations— 
frequently juft, and always candid, 
Mr. Sheldon, who is_ preparing 
clegint plates of the lymphatic 
fyflem, has introduced them by a 
republication of fome differtations, 
formerly publifhed by Lieberkuha, 
We need not fay that thefe are ac- 
curate and perfpicuous. It ts pro- 
bably, becaufe one of them de- 
{cribes the villi of the inteitines, 
that they are now prefented to us by 
this able anatomiit. If it were not 
for the poverty of the prefent an- 
naal collection of anatomiils, we 
fhould not probably have introduced 
Mr. Woofendale. His account of 
the teeth cannot indeed be men. 
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tioned with applaufe : as an author 
of this period, only, he has at. 
tracted our attention. 

It is from an accurate knowledge 
of the ftructure and fituation of the 
different parts of the body, as well 
as from a candid examination of the 
feveral facts, that Dr. Ofborn has 
decided the queition concerning the 
propriety of dividing the fymphifis 
ef thg pubes, when labour is jim. 
peded by a deformed or preternaty. 
rally {trait pelvis. His * Treatife 
on laborious Parturition,” ig equally 
candid, juft, and accurate; and, 
in f{pite of the declamations of the 
French furgeons, he has clearly 
fhewn, that the operation is neither 
fafe nor ufeful. The liberal con. 
troverfy between him and Dr. Ha- 
milton, profeffor of midwifery in 
Edinburgh, on fome profefiional 
points, difplays a candour and ur- 
banity always defirable, though {el- 
dom obferved, and has added con- 
fiderably to our knowledge of the 
fubject. ‘Fhe latter anfwers the ob- 
jections of Dr. Ofborn, in the ap- 
pendix to the * Outlines of Mid- 
wilery ;"? —- a corrected and 4m- 
proved edition of a work tormerly 
publifhed, under the title of ** Ele- 
ments,” but fo much changed ag 
to require, and defervea new form. 
We add, with pleafure, that it 1s 
an introduction to that feience, full 
of learning, knowledge, and hu- 
manity. Mr. Perieét’s fecond vo- 
lume of ¢* Cafes in Midwifery, with 
References, Quotations, &e.”” can- 
not be allowed to have improved 
the fcience : they have rather added 
to the lumber which confufes and 
impedes. 

The different methods of ampu- 
tation recommended by Meilrs. 
Alanfon and Mynors, in their te- 


“” 

. > _— ‘ >. A 
veral publications, entitled, “* lrac 
tical Obfervations and ‘Thoughts on 

. ” 
Amputation,” cannot 
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deferibed. They are lefs connec- 
ed with anatomical refearches than 
the works, formerly mentioned, 
and may be allowed to poffefs ad- 
vantages, though at the expence of 
fome pain to the patient — itis ftill 
a doubt, whether the urtlity of the 
bold and decifive operation, recom- 
mended by Mr. Park, will compen. 
fate for the danger. of it, and the 
length of the requifite confinement. 
Perhaps the neceility of thete ** Her- 
culean expedients”’ may be rendered 
lefs frequent, by Mr. ‘ nderwoos"s 
*¢ Treatife on Ulcers in the Legs.’ 
It is a ftrong argument in favour 
of his method, that his patients are 
allowed, and even enjoined to walk ; 
befides, that Mr. Underwood is not 
afraid of healing the oldett ulcer. 
Thefe are circumitances which fu- 
ture experience mutt decide on ;_ but 
humanity mutt {mile on the benevo- 
lence of the atrempt. A little “* Ef- 
fav on the Means of treating ulce- 
rated Legs,” deferves, from this 
view, our attention, as well as from 
the ingenuous modeily of the au- 
thor. A mifcellaneous work in fur- 
gery and medicine by Dr. Butter 
mutt be alfo mentioned in this 
place. 
the darings of impetuous youth. 
We have mentioned his more ma- 
tured works with refpect 5 and even 
thefe, under the guidance of cooler 
age, may probably y sede fome 
eful improvements. 
We have advanced by degrees to 
the more general works in furgery. 


The only finifhed one , is little more 


than a collection of definitions and 
fancied improvements, by Dr. 
Aitkin of Edinburgh. While it 


might have been necleed for its 
matter, it ought to be introduced to 
guard the younger ftudents from 
the impofing appearance of a plau- 
fible co nfidence. Both the matter 


and the manner are equa illy repiee 


It confitts of a colleétion of 
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henfible, Mr. Bell proceeds with 
greater modefty, and more exten- 
tive knowledge. From thofe parts 
of his fy lem of furgery, which he 
has already publithed, we entertain 
the highett expectations of what he 
has promifed. 

Dr. Aitkin unites medicine with 
furgery, for it comprehends both ; 
and, in cach feicnee, he is entitled to 
equal reipect. His me¢ghanical ge- 
nius, if united with any fhare of judg- 
ment or knowledge, might probably 
render him more ufeful. Dr. Kirk- 
land alfo joins both thefe f{ciences, 
with great fagacity and fkil!, in his 
66 Ing! uiry into the prefent Srate of 
Medical Surgery. ” He had long 
fince diftinguithed himfelf as an 
acute and candid enquirer, with a 
litle fondnefs for new or uncom- 
mon opinions, With the fame cha- 
rater, he is himiclf a refpectable 
example of the coalition for which 
he contends; bur, as the firft vo- 
lume of his werk has only appeared, 
we fhall have avother occafion to 
confider his more particular merits. 
Dr. Swedia:’s * Practical Oblfer- 
vations on the more obttinate vene- 
real Complaints,” and Mr, Whire’s 
work on that fwelling of the legs 
which attacks puerperal women, are 
more commonly the province of the 
furgeon, In that refpect, Dr. Kirk- 
land’s propofal 18 already complied 
with. The former treatife is full 
of valuable obfervations, and con- 
tains a more extenfive and exact ac- 
count of mercurial preparations, 
thap we have yet met with, The 
latter may in every fenfe be pro- 
nounced trifling, excepting in the 
pomp of the method ot cure. 

Ve have, in the laft year, re- 
ceived fome tranflations from carlier 
authors, who have united alfo both 
fciences. Riollay’s tranflation of 
‘©The Doétrines and Practice of 
Hippocrates,” is not, indeed, com- 

2 4 plete. 
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plete. He has feleCied fome of the 
more ufeful parts of that author, 
and added objervations which are 
acute and lively, candid and juft. 
He thinks that the real works of 
Hippocrates are few, and that thofe, 
which are fuppofed to be fo, are 
more probably the accumulated f{c1- 
ence of the preceding ages. ** Vix- 
ere fortes ante Agamemnona,” But 
he feems to add, that the fubfequent 
writers, fo faras Galen, have added 
little tothe mafs. ‘The tranflation 
of Hoffman, begun by Dr. Lewis, 
and completed by Dr. Duncan, 1s 
juft and accurate: we wif how- 
ever, that fome of the beit of his 
differtations were added to it, and 
perhaps they fhould be alfo abridged. 
Hoffman is ditfufc, tirefome, and 
full of repetitions; but his real 
mcrit is too great to be obfcured by 
his faults. 

If the devaftations of war exciie 
horror, and we with to avert it as 
the greateft evil; yet it may be ul- 
timately even of fervice to mankind. 
Ii it calls forth generofity, tender- 
nefs and humanity, by difplaying 
fcenes for their execution, its com- 
plicated hardfhips alfo give a dif- 
ferent appearance to dileafes—fhow 
us what nature can perform, and 
what medicines can effect. Mr. 
Rollo’s ** Obfervations on the Dif- 
eafes which appeared at Saint Lu- 
cia,” are frequently valuable. Mr. 
Robertfon’s, ** On the Jail and Hof- 
pital Fever,”’ deferve the fame title. 
Dr. Schotte and Mr. Mathews were 
both connected with the army, and 
their obfervations were drawn from 
actual experience. Dr. Schotte’s 
 'Treatife on the Synochus Atra- 
biliofa,”’ gives a very candid and in- 
telligent account of a moft dread- 
ful fever which raged at Senegal, 
and was generally fatal, in ipite of 
the moft judicious and falutary mea- 
fyics, From his practice, we have 
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certainly received additional know. 
ledge, which may be applied with 
more fuceefs, in lefs defpe: ate cafes, 
Mr. Mathews’s *¢ Obfervations on 
Hepatic Difeafes incidental to Euro- 
peans inthe Eait Indies,” are fen. 
fible and judicious. ‘They wiil pro- 
bably be received with the more ar 
tention, as they promite relief to the 
dilappointed valetudinarian, who 
has loft his health in purfuit of 
wealth or power, and finds the ex. 
change inadequate or difadvan- 
tageous. While thefe gentlemen 
have purfued knowledge in the 
** tented field,” and by the bed 
of ficknefs, Dr. Millar has endea- 
voured to build his fame on their 
obfervations, added to his own ecx- 
perience at home. He has attack- 
cd the ptadtice of the army phy- 
ficians, during the war in Germany; 
and though he fupports his opinion 
by thofe of the authors already 
mentioned, yet he frequently hints, 
that the conduct of others, in fimi- 
lar fituations, has been repreheo- 
fible. His great object in two 
quarto volumes, entitled * Obfer- 
vations on the Management of the 
prevailing Difeafes in Great Bn- 
tain, and thofe in the Army and 
Navy,” isto fhew, that there 1s one 
kind only of continued fever, and 
that bark and cordials are the chief 
remedies. ‘I his opinion, however, 
is fupported by partial and confined 
views, and is not founded on a ge- 
neral knowledge of the nature of 
epidemics. His tables, which re- 
late to the practice of the phylicians 
in Germany, have been oppofed by 
the return from the war-office, 1n 
the fecond edition of Dr. Monro’s 
‘© Difeafesof the Army.” ‘The dif- 


ferent fources from which they were 
obtained, account for the variety 
obferved in them; and candor will 
fuggeft, that the fubject may be 
now better underftood, or aa 
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ture of difeafes may have changed. 
Dr. Millar, however, feems not to 
ooffels thofe calents which will en- 
* him any fhare in the honour 
of the difcovery. 

The p:oreflors of the college at 
Edinburgh, have purfued the fub- 
jects of their feveral inftitutions. 
We have in this year received the 
continuation of Dr. Cullen’s ** Firft 
Lines.” The third volume, like 
the former ones, is concife, but 
comprehenfive and exact: it dif- 
slays fagacity and judgment; but 
while the fame aflectation of novelty 
is perceivable, we can feldom re- 
gret that the more ufual and bett 
grounded opinions are neglected. Dr. 
James Gregory’s ** Contpectus Me- 
dicing Theorctice,”’ aims rather at 
collecting thofe opinions which are 
founded on facts or the moft pro- 
bable reafoning, than at inventing 
or fupporting new ones. He has 
been ufefully employed in cleanfing 
the Augean ftable of theory, and 
has performed the tafk with ability. 
The * Aphorifiis” of Dr. Wilfon, 
who, we apprehend, reads lectures 
in London, ** On the Dileafes of 
Children,” are more exceptionable. 
Both the language and the matter 
are frequently reprehenfible. Dr. 
Hamilion’s Outlines we have already 
mentioned, and we can only wifh, 
that he had alfo exerted himfelf in 
this department. 

The more detached works of this 
period, in medicine, are, an ad- 
inirable ** Effay on the Nature and 
Cure of the Phthifis Pulmonalis,” 
by Dr..Reid. It is the candid nar- 
ration of an experienced enquire’, 
as well as a rational obferver; and, 
in that view, demands the higheil 
refpect. A_ little * Effay” by Dr. 
3erkenhout, ‘*On the Bite of a Mad 
Dog,” is lively and fenfible. Per- 
haps it may be thought to have 
treated fome refpectable chasacters 
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with too great freedom ; but a name 
fhould never give a fanétion to error. 
The greit object of the author is, 
to check the unlimited confidence 
which is ufually placed in the pro- 
phylactic remedies; and he pro- 
bably might have effefed it, withe 
outa fneerat Dr, Mead. The re- 
ports of the Humane Society con- 
tinue to be publifhed. We thould 
probably have faid more of this in- 
ititution, as wellas of Dr. Hawes, 
if he himfelf had faid lefS. Repu- 
Jation was never more cheaply put- 
chafed, and perfonal advancement 
never wore the guife of humanity 
with more fuccefs, But we ought 
to add, that the objectof the fo- 
ciety deferves encouragement, 


In this age of new remedies, 
thofe of the prefent year fhould be 
recorded, The only one of which 
we have not yet heard, is the 
* Curfata,”’ a root inferted in the 
lift of medicines, in the latt edition 
of the Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia. 
It is, we apprehead, a bitter, near- 
ly allicdin its botanical appearances 
to the gentian. In the fame work 
the digitalis is alfo mentioned, but 
for what purpofe, we are not yetin- 
formed. It is certainly a narcotic, 
probably a diurctic. ‘The red bark 
continues to be recommended in re- 
peated editions of Dr. Saunders’s 
pamphlet, and is fupported by the 
teftimony of the mott refpectable 
practitioners, Mr. Rigby, the au- 
thor of an “ Effay on Utcrige 
Heemorrhages,” in an Eifhy on the 
ufe of this medicine, coincides in 
the fame opinion, and has produced 
many facts in its fupport. From 
fome papers of the late Mr. Jufficu, 
we find that it is probably taken 
from a tree of a different fpecies 
from that which affords the com- 
mon bark, The ufe of the broom- 
fecd has been again revived, from 

au 
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an old publication of Lemery’s, in 
a pamphlet, entitled a * Sovereign 
Remedy forthe Dropfy.” It is re- 
commended to be taken in a parti- 
cular manner, for which we muft 
rcfer to the work itfelf. There was 
an important Memoir publithed by 
order of the French government in 
the Gazetie, which has been tranf- 
ated by Dr. Whitehead, It relates 
to the virtues of ipecacuanha, in 
the very beginning of the puerpe- 
ralfever. When given a few hours 
after the attack, fo as to excite vo- 
miting, it is faid to be a certain 
prophylactic. This is a fubject 
which deferves the moft ferious at- 
tention, asthe difeafe isin fome fea- 
fons fo frequent, and fo fatal. The 
effets of prophylactics are uncertain 
from their nature; but, from thofe 
of this prefent remedy, in the 
commencement of other fevers, we 
have little doubt of its unlity in 
that for which it is recommended. ] 


To the account we have here 
been favoured with, we fhall adda 
few farther particulars, relative to 
natural philofophy and natural hif- 
tory, which have occurred to us as 
not unworthy of notice. It may 
not, perhaps, be amifs, in this 
view, to mention the progrefs thar 
continues to be made in Dr. Rees’s 
edition of the Cyclopedia. This 
great publication is carried on with 
increafing acceptance and fuccefs. 
The third volume 1s now com- 
pieted, and the work is haflening 
to its conclufion. As the ecitor 
advances in the profecution of his 
defign, he rifes to higher degrces of 
excellence; and this is an event 
that was reafonably to be expected. 
For the farther a perfon proceeds in 
his application to any important ob- 
je& of literary purfuit, the more 
do his views extend, the lirger be- 
his actual knowledge of 
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things, and with the greater facilit 
will he be able to combine his ineit. 
rials, fo as to give the duc propor. 
tion and perfection to the differene 
i of Ligh om epe7 

aptain Forrett’s © Tyeatit. 
thé Whodfoody ta Inds” hee 

o0s 1 la, pon a 
fubject whicly is curious in philofo. 
phy, and important in navigation, 
With regard to the philofophicat 
explication of the caufes of thefe 
winds, the captain mutt be fatisfied 
with not being deemed equal to 
Halley ; but as relative to naviga- 
tion, his work is entitled to ap- 
plaufe. It is divided into twelve 
chapters, including all the varieties 
of the monfoons, and pointing out 
the moitt eligible tracks to be pure 
fued by navigators. A production 
of this kind, which is the refult of 
extentive obfervation and experience, 
whilft it will be acceptable to all 
who are defirous of information Up- 
on an object hitherto nor, perhaps, 
fo fully explained, muit be prac. 
tically ufetul to the commanders 
and other officers of our Eaft India 
fhips, and to thofe who fail in the 
landian feas. 

Latham’s ** General Synopfis of 
Birds,” was mentioned by us, in the 
lait year, with the approbation 
which it juitly deferved. The au- 
thor had then only completed the 
fecond part of the firft voluine. He 
has now publifhed the, two parts of 
the fecond volume, dnd his defign 
is carried on with the fame attentien 
and diligence, and the fame coad 
execution as betore. 

Mr. Curtis is rifing to difttr- 
cuifthed eminence as a botanical Wri- 
ter. He has pubdliihed ** A Cata- 
logue of the Britifh Medicinal and 
Acricultural Plants, culrivated in 

he) . Y "1 
the Lendon Potanie Garden ; 
which, though a catalogue, he has 


inter{perfed and entivcned with ob- 


ceattane hat suena 
ervations and quctations that renee! 
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it a pleafing as well ac an inttructive 
erformance. But what we have 
chiefly in view, at preient, is his 
++ Flora Londinentis.® > This is a 
very capital work, which unites 
accuracy, utility, and f{plendour, 
It is principally to be lamented that 
it doth por, indeed, cannot, 
from the nature of the undertaking, 
fall wihin the compafs of common 
purchaters. The Flora Londinentis 
is publiflied occafionally in numbers, 
thirtv-fix of which conttitute the 
firft volume, each number contain- 
ing fix plates, The price of it is 
four pounds ten fluullings, in fheets, 

plain ; and nine pounc ds, coloured. 

We rejoice that there 1s fi ich a mu- 
nificent Ip rit inthe pul blic, as to en- 
courage Mr. Curtis in the profecu- 
tion of a defign which redounds not 
only to his own great honour, but 
which adds to the reputation of the 
kingdom. 

We mutt not pafs over the firft 
volume of the ‘* 
the Socicty, inflitured at London 
for the Encouragement of Arts, 
Manufa&tures, and Commerce, with 
the Premiums offercd in the Year 
1783.” Noone can be ignorant of 
the obligations the nation is under 
to this excellent fociety, which has 
now fubfifled for thirty years. 
The fine arts, mechanical inven- 
tions, agriculture, manufactures, 
and commerce, are all of them 
highly indebted to the attention 
and public fpirit of the gentlemen 
of whom it is compofed. Concile 
accounts of what has been done by 
them have from time to time ap- 
peared; and fome of their tranfuc- 
tions have been publifhed in the 
three volumes of Mr. Doflie’s “* Me- 
moirs of Agriculture, and other 
(Economical Arts.”” A proper re- 
folution has lately been adopted by 
the feciety—to give an annual vo- 
lume to the world; and the work 
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before us affords a valuable evidence 
of the good effects which will pro- 
bably refuit from the defivn. ‘The 
clafles into which it is divided, ate, 
agriculture ; chemiitry, dying, and 
mineraloey ; colonies and tr ade: mMa- 
nufactures ; mech; UNiC8 j polite arts ; 
and mifcellaneous articles., Upon alt 
thefe heads, a varicty of information 
is communicated, which is highly 
conducive to the national welfare. 
We cannot difmifs the philofo- 
phical department of our literary 
hiltory, without taking notice of the 
Aeroflatic Machines, or Air Bal- 
loons, though no publication thae 
merits particular attention hath yet 
appeared upon the fubje&t in 
own country. ‘The principle on 
which the air balloons are con- 
ftru&ed, has long been known; 
but the application of the princi- 
ple, fo as to produce fuch extraordi- 
nary machines and effects as have 
lately refulted from it, is undoubt- 
edly owing to monfieur Montvolfier. 
He hath certainly as great a title to 
the character of an inventor as al- 
moft any difcoverer can deferve. 
We need not here enlarge on the 
admiration this affair has excited in 
Kurope, or on the wonderful expe- 
riments that have been exhibited in 
France, the ereat fcene of the in- 
vention, and of the aerial voyages 
which have been made. Of thefe 
an account will be found in our phi- 
lofophical paper i and the next 
year will afford farther relations of 
a fimilar kind. In England, tho’ 
many balloons have been lauuched, 
none of our countrymen have been 
hard y enougl) to mount up in any 
of them; and, perhaps, fuch ex- 
peditions are more fuited to French 
vivaciry than to Britith gravity. 
Hitherto the acroftatic machines 
have furnifhed a much greater pro- 
portion of ar niet ment and entertiin- 
ment thaa of utility; and whether 
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they will ever be converted to any 
very valuable purpofes, cannot as 
yet be determined. Every difcovery 
carries on the work of icience, in- 
creales our acquaintance with the 
pwers of nature, and enlarges the 
ability of man to apply theie pew- 
ers to his own advantage. The 
progrefs which hath been made in 
natural knowledge fome years paft 
has been furprizingly rapid, and en- 
courages the highett expectations of 
what may hereafter be attained. 


We now advert to another depart- 
ment of literature, in which the firit 
great object that prefents itfelf to us 
3s Dr. Fergufon’s ** Hittory of the 
Progrefs and Termination of the 
Roman Republic.” Notwithitand- 
ing the author’s known abilities and 
eflablithed reputation, there were 
fome circumitances attending this 
work, which feemed likely to pre- 
vent 1s having a very fpeedy or ex- 
tenfive circulation. Itis too large 
and expenfive for feminaries of edu- 
cation, and for thote perions who 
content themfelves with abridg- 
ments, or concife narrations of Ro- 
man affairs. Many gentlemen of 
fortune may think, that they fland 
in need of no farther information 
than what has already been given 
by Vertot, Hooke, and other wri- 
ters. As to protefled fcholars, who 
are converfant with the ancient aus 
thors, and perhaps have read them 
acain aud again, they might not 
eahly be periuaded to imagine that 
any new lights could be offered to 
them with :egard to the hittory of 
Rome. It was under fome preju- 
aices of this kind that the writer of 
the prefent article laboured. Ecing 
no iiranger either tothe ancients or 
mederns 6n the fubject of the Ro- 
man ftory, and fuppoting that he 
had jittle to learn on that head, it 
Was a confidcrable time before be 


took Dr. Fergufon's book into his 
hands. But when he was at length 
induced todo it, he acknowledges 
that his labour was amply rewarded 
and that he received. fingular plea. 
fure and improvement. On the 
earlier part of the tranfactions of 
the Romans, the author is ve 

brief, it being his principal defign 
to give a full account of the Com. 
monwealth, from its complete efla- 
blifhment to its final termination. 
This fubject, which is the noble 
object that civil hiftory prefents to 
our view, the doctor has examined 
with anattention which hath enabled 
him to throw upon it additional 
light and luitre. His narration is 
copious, uncommenly accurate, and 
highly inftructive. His language 
is unaffected, generally perfpicuous, 
and for the moft part elegant. His 
reflections are judicious, and often 
profound, without being oftenta- 
tioufly introduced, and having no- 
thing of the philofophical affeGation 
which has lately been in fafhion, 
Indeed, the work appears to us to 
be highly excellent; and we are 
perfuaded that no one will repent 
the having read it, however conver- 
fant he may have been with the 
tranfactions of the Romans. The 
defcriptions of battles are remark- 
ably clear, and the characters of 
the great men who figured in the 
later periods of the republic, are 
finely pourtrayed. Nothing can be 
more complete than the view which 
is given of the difpofitions, motives, 
and conduct of Julius Cafar and of 
Auguitus. Whilft we pay, with 
pleafure, this juit tribute of ap- 
plaufe to Dr. Fergufon’s work, we 
do not confider it as without faults, 
or agree with the author in every 
refpect. We think that, in a few 


inftances, he is too partial to the 
ariftocracy of Rome, and that he 
is too much prejudiced ip ms 
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Sylla, whofe cruelties ought not to 
have been extenuated, or fpoken of 
in terms which have rather the ap- 
pearance of approbation than of 
cenfure. ‘There are other points in 
which we do not entirely concur 
with Dr. Fergufon ; neither are we 
always fatisfied with his ftyle. It is 
fometimes carelefs and incorreét, 
and there is occafionally an aukward- 
nefs inthe difpofition of the fen- 
tences, together with a_ ftudied 
omiffion of the particle ‘* and,” 
which leffens both the perfpicuity 
and harmony of the language. 
But thefe are flight blemifhes, when 
compared with the general excel- 
lence of the work; and we do not 
mention them with the faftidioufnefs 
of criticifm, but from the regard 
we owe to juttice and to truth. 

Mrs. Macaulay Graham hath now 
completed her great delign of the 
** Hittory of England, from the Ac- 
ceffion of James the Firft to the Re- 
volution,” the eighth and laft vo- 
lume of it having been publifhed in 
the cuorfe of the year. As we 
have formerly had occafion to cha- 
rectarife the two preceding volumes 
of the work, it is needlefs to add 
much more upon the fubject. How- 
ever perfons may differ in fome 
things from this extraordinary lady, 
it would be injuflice to deny that her 
performance has, upon the whole, 
great merit, She very wifely en- 
larges the moft on conftitutional ob- 
jects, and it is highly to her ho- 
nour that there is no hittery which 
is better calculated to infpire the 
mind with a hatred of tyranny. 
Her characters are long, and much 
laboured; among which thofe of 
Charles the Second and of James 
the Second, ftand particularly diftin- 
guithed, The character of Charles 
is difplayed in all its iniquity, and 
we muft add, with juftice. Into 
the portrait of James, our hiftorian 
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hath thrown fome fofter ftrokes of 
the pencil, which thew a kind of 
tendernefs to his memory, Indeed, 
we are afraid that fhe hath fpoken 
rather too favourably of his private 
virtues; for, not to refer to the bare 
barities committed againft the adhe- 
rents of Monmouth, or to other 
parts of his public conduct, if we 
read only his letters which have 
been publifhed by fir, fohn Dal. 
rymple, we thall be cohvinced that 
he had a cold and unfeeling heart. 

Dr. Watfong who wrote the Hif- 
tory of the Reign of Philip the Se- 
cond, king of Spain, with fo much pers 
fpicuiyt, judgment, and acceptance, 
was hence cncouraged to proceed to 
this famous monarchjs fon and tue- 
ceffor, Philip the Third. But the 
doétor died before the work was fi- 
nifhed, and the manufcript was coms 
mitted to the care of Dr. Thomp- 
fon, who hath completed the de- 
fign. Of the tix books into which 
the hiftory of the reign cf Philip 
the Third is divided, four are by 
Dr. Watfon, and two by Dr. 
Thompton. It is a very valuable 
performance, well written, and con- 
taining a variety of authentic and 
inftructive information. ‘The everits 
that ended in the truce of Antwerp, 
and the account of the conqueft, 
perfecution, and final expulfion of 
the Moors, are peculiarly interett- 
ing parts of the volume before us, 
Dr. Thompfon takes up the hiffory 
in the vear 1609, and carries it on, 
with diilinguifhed ability, to the 
death of Phikhp, in 1621. The 
character and exploits of Charies 
Emanuel, duke of Savoy, make 
a fplendid figure in the hiftoricat 

riod which hath devolved upon 

r. Thompion. 

Atranflation of the Abbé Ray- 
nal’s ** Philofophical and Political 
Hiftory of the Settlements and 
Trade of the Europeans in the Fatt 


and 
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and Weft Indies,” hath long been 
known amongtt us, and has gone 
through feveral editions. But the 
work having been greatly augmented 
and improved, a new impreilion was 
wanted, containing the original au- 
thor’s numerous and itriking en- 
largements. Such «n_ impretiion 
has now appeared, in which the 


hiftory is extended to eight octavo, 


volames, ‘There are undoubtedly 
confiderable faults in the Abbe Ray- 
nal, and fome of his pofitions are 
very objectionable. But whilit we 
totally difapprove of the latitude of 
his ptinciples in certain refpects, 
we think that, onthe whole, he is 
a mott inftructive and delightful hif- 
torian. Weare charmed with the 
zeal in the caufe of hberty and hu- 
manity, and for the happinefs of 
mankind, which he every where 
difplays with fo much energy and 
teeling. ‘This mode of writing from 
the hearty even if 1¢ had nor been 
accompanied with fo many ftriking 
excellencies of another kind. would 
atone for a number of defects. 
Atter Leland’s valuable and well 
written Hiflory of Ireland, we are 
not clearly convinced of the necef- 
firy and utility of fome which have 
fince been publithed. However, 
there will always, from various 
motives, be new adventurers even 
in the departments of literature 
which may feem already to be fut- 
ficiently occupied, But Mr. Craw- 


ford has extended his Hittory ot 


Ircland (which is carried on in a 
feries of letters) down to the 
prefent time; whereas Dr. Leland 
clofed his narrative with the fettle- 
ment of the country after the battle 
of the Boyne. The principal view 
of the prefent author appears to be 
to animate his countrymen in the 
profecution of their rights, and to 
promote the purpofes of the armed 
aliociations of volunteers. It is, 


v 


therefore, only a fecondary objed 
with him to give the detuil of events 
from the earltett period, 
zeal in thé caufe of liberty, and 
for the rctormation of the conftity. 
tion, 1s manifeited through the 
whole of the work. As to Mr. 
Crawfoyd’s flyle, it has too much of 
that disjointed concifenefs Which 
has been aflected by fome late wri. 
ters ; who, whilit-hey have aimed, 
perhaps, at the fententious brevity 
of a Salluit or a Tacitus, have been 
greatly deilitute of the energy which 
diftinguiflied thefe illuftrious hif. 
torians. 

Detached portions of hiftory, 
when happily chofen, and well 
written, may be eminently pleafing 
and inftructive.. Mr. Garden hath 
fixed upon the reign of Henry the 
Third, king of France, on which 
to difplay his talents ; but the fub. 
ject has not all the advantage that 
might be willed tor by an hittorical 
writer. It prefents neither the be- 
ginning nor the end of the grandeci- 
vil and religious conteiis in which 
the French were involved during 
alarge part of the fixteenth cen- 
tury. Another difadvantage of Mr. 
Garden’s work is, that it treats on 
a period which is already fo well 
known, that it is difficult torender it 
interefting hy the fupply of any 
new materials. ‘To thofe who are 
ftrangers to Davila, aad other hil- 
toriins, the prefent volume, which 
is not il compofed, may commu. 
nicate ufeful information. 2 

The * Hitory of the Revolt of 
Ahi Bey againit the Otroman Porte,” 
is interefling, on account of the au 
thentic information which itaflords, 
concerning an extraordinary cha- 
raGter, and with regard to a tempo- 
rary revolution in Egypt, which 
was more fpoken of than known in 
the weftern part of the world, The 
perfon from whom the prejent par 
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sative proceeds, had the beit oppor- 
tunities of intelligence, from his 
connections in the country, from 
his being an eye witnefs of fome 
of the tranfactions related, and 
from his having been in the acs 
tual férvice of AliBey. ‘The work 
is further recommended by the cu- 
rious account which it gives of the 
Egyptian form of government, and 
by its defeription of Grand Cairo, 
and of feveral celebrated places in 
Egypt, Paleitine, and Syria. 


The next production we have to 
mention is geographical; but *as 
geography is moit intimately con- 
ne¢ted with hiftory, it feems proper 
to introduce it in this place. We 
refer to major Rennel’s ** Memoir 
of a Map of Indoftan, or the Mo- 
gul’s Empire : with an E xamination 
of fome ‘Pofitions in the former syf- 
tems of Indian Geography; and 
fome Illuitrations of the prefent 
one; and an Index of Names to the 
Map. SB 
cation is obvious. The geography 
of the Eaft Indies mutt be highly 
mterefting to Great Britain at the 
prefent period ; and major Kennel’s 
map of Hindoftan, according » to the 
beit judgment we have been able 
to form concerning it, is far fu- 
perior to any which has hitherto 
been given of thatcountry. 


In biography» the year 1783 has 
fearcely produced any of thofe col- 
letions which include a number of 
lives. The only, excepiion we re- 
colieA, is the fecond volume of Mr. 
Middleton’s Biographia Evangelica, 
which is written with a view toa 
particular object, and is not other- 
wife entitled toany great diftinction. 
The biographical memoirs of the 
year, which call for peculiar notice, 
relate only to fingle lives. 


‘‘ The Hittory of the Life of 


The utility of this publi-, 
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William Pitt, Earl of Chatham,” 
is not compofed from original pa- 
pers, or derived from the fources of 
extraordinary information, but is 
entirely collected from the common 
records of the times, Neverthe- 
leis, it has a juft claim to attention, 
on account of the energy and fpintg 
with which itis written. It is evi- 
dently the production of a youn 
man, who, being filled with the 

reatnefs of his “Tubject, and de- 
firous of riling to a proportionate 
grandeur of fentiment and diction, 
is fometimes guilty of the turgid, 
when he means to be fublime, 
This tault is, however, atoned for 
by many excellencies. ‘The Lite of 
Lord Chatham thews itfelf to be the 
work of a writer from whem great- 
er things nay be expected, when he 
has learned that fimplieity is Not in- 
confiftent with dignity. ‘The hit. 
tory is impartial; the earl of Chat- 
ham being fairly condemned, where 
his conduct appeared deferving of 
blame. Thecharacter that is drawn 
of his lordfhip is highly laboured, 
and, if it had been entirely free 
from the fault we have already men- 
tioned, would have claimed no com- 
non degree of applaute. 

Dr. Kippi is’s Life of fir John 
Pringle is in a different ftyle of 
compofition, It appears to be the 
ain of the author to communicate 
his narrative in an even peripicuity 
of language, and to preferve the 
due mediumsbetween the oratorical 
form of the FYench eloges, and a 
carelefs and incorrect mode of writ- 
ing. In point of information, Dr. 
pei hath poflefied every advan- 

tage; his artes where he want- 

ed them, being derived from the 
family and particular friends of fir 
Joha Pringle, and having been in 
the habits of a ftriét perfonal inti- 
macy with him, during the la{t tem 
years of his lile, Hence he has 
been 
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been enabled to enter at large into 
fir John’s character; in doing 
which, as that gentleman profefled 
himfelf to be a believer in revela.- 
tion upon Unitarian and liberal 
principles, our biographer hath ta- 
ken an opportunity, in a note, to 
chaftife Mr. Soame Jenyns, for the 
contempt which, in his late Difqui- 
fitions, he has thrown upon ration- 
al Chriflians. The-author hath 
been pretty full in ftating fir John 
Pringle’s philofophical merit, and 
endeavoured to do juitice to his 
eminence as a writer. But if Dr. 
Kippis had himfelf been a phyfician, 
it would have been more in his 
power to have enlarged upon the 
diftin& and peculiar excellencies 
and effeéts of the admirable ‘Trea- 
tife on the Difeafes of the Army. 
It is proper to obferve, that the life 
uf fir John Pringle is prefixed to 
the Six Difcourfes which were de- 
livered by him, when prefident of 
the Royal Society, on occafion of 
fix annual affignments of fir God- 
frey Copley’s medal. As thefe 
Difcourfes contain moft accurate and 
inttructive hiftories of the feveral 
parts of philofophy to which they 
relate, the collecting of them to- 
gether, and republifhing them in a 
commodious volume, may pro- 
bably be acceptable to the world. 
In doing this, the editor informs 
us, that he complied with fir John 
Pringle’s particular intention. 

Dr. Foart Simmons’s Account of 
the Life and Writings of the late 
Dr. William Hunter. is entitled to 
great applaufe. It is written with 
perfpicuity, precifion, and elegance, 
and on the moft authentic informa- 
tion, which the author has fpared 
ho pains to obtain. The common 
events of Dr. Hunter’s life are well 
related, and Dr. Simmons pofleffes 
the advantage of being himfelt an 


acute and learned phyfician. 

it has been in his sSipes to an 
Dr. Hunter’s anatomical and medi. 
cal difcoveries atconfiderable length 
and with the greateft exaétuefs, Pa 
drawing the character of Dr. Hun. 
ter, he hath ttated his good quali- 
ties with due commendation, and 
without running into the extrava- 
gance of panegyric. It was per. 
forming an ufeful fervice to biogra- 
phy, to give, whilft materials might 
eafily be met with, an early and 
faithful account of a man who will 
ever deferve to be celebrated as an 
enlarger of the boundaries of 
fcience, and a munificent benefac. 
tor to the caufe of literature. 

Mr. Henry’s Memoirs of Albert 
de Haller, contain an ample tefti- 
mony of applaufe to a very eminent 
character. They are chiefly taken 
from the eulogium fpoken before 
the Royal Academy ot Sciences at 
Paris, and the tributes paid to his 
memory by other foreign focicties, 
and are elegantly written. Hith 
as the praifes are which are here 
beftowed upon de Haller, we fee no 
reafon to believe that they are not 
jut: and, therefore, we have read 
Mr. Henry’s Narrative, which is 
both agreeable and inftrudtive, with 
no {mall degree of pleafure, 

As two or three lives of the late 
Dr. Fothergill have already been 
printed, it may be thought by fome 
perfons that a farther account of 
him was needlefs. But the world 
will be glad to know as.much as pof- 
fible concerning fo favourite a cha- 
rafer; and, therefore, Dr. Lett 
fom might gseafonably apprehend 
that he fhould comply with the 
wifhes of the public, in raifing a 
larger monument to the memory of 
his friend than had hitherto been 
erected. Indeed, it would have 


been improper that the complete 
edition 
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edition of Dr. Fothergill’s works 
which is preparing by Dr. Lettfom, 
and in part accomplifhed, fhould 
be unaccompanied with the life of 
the author. In point of informa- 
tion, we fuppofe that Dr, Lettfom 
has had all the advantages thar can 
be obtained: fo that iere can be 
no doubt with refpeé to the authen- 
ticity and accuracy of the Facts he 
has related. That he fhould have 
pleafure in enlarging upon the vir- 
tues of fuch an excellent man as 
Dr. Fothergill, might reafonably 
be expected ; and an indulgence 
fhould be granted to the overflow- 

ings of admiration and affection. 
But, when every allowance of this 
kind is made, we muft ftill be of 
opinion that the account might have 
been comprized in a narrower com- 
pafs. Dr. Lettfom has given free 
icope to quotations, digrettions, and 
reflections, fome of which were the 
lefs neceflary, as they are not re- 
commended by any uncommon de- 
gree of curiofity and acutenefs. If 
the book had been written with a 
greater meafure of fimplicity, it 
would have been more fuited to the 
character of Dr. Fothergill. 

“* The life of Henry Chichele, 
archbifhop of Canterbury,” by Mr. 
Spencer, a Fellow of All-Soul’s 
College in the. univerfity of Oxford, 
may chiefly be regarded as a tribute 
of gratitude and refpect to the. me- 
mory of the founder of that college. 
The fubject will fearcely be inter- 
efting to the generality of readers, 
who may, perhaps, think it fuflici- 
cient to know as much of Chichelé 
as is given in the Biographia Britan- 
nica. Mr. Spencer’s work, how- 
ever, is entitled to great approba- 
tion, from the accuracy and ele- 
gance with which it is compofed, 
from fome new faéts contained in it, 
and from feveral curious memorials 
annexed to the volume. The nar- 
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ration, agreeably to what might be 
n> cir is as highly in the arch- 
bifhop’s favour as a regard to trath 
could admit; and it cannot be de- 
nied that he was a preiate of dif- 
tinguifhed abilities, and poflefled of 
many virtues. Though he was a 
zealous adherent to the doctrines of 
the church, as they were maintained 
in the age in which he lived, he 
does not appear to have been of a 
perfecuting temper, or to have ex- 
ercifed any pecuitar feverity againit 
the followers of Wicliff, Mr. Spe ne 
cer hath fummed up the character of 
tle archbifhop with an elegant bre- 
vity. 

As it is more difficult to fpeak of 
the living than of the dead, we 
icarcely know what to fay concern- 
ing * The Hittory of the Political 
Life and Public Services, as a Se- 
nator and a Statefman, of the Right 
Honourable Charles James Fox.” 
It may naturally be fuppofed that 
this work is publifhed with a part 
cular purpofe ; and, indeed, it is a 
laboured panegyric, in which the 
author expatiates at large on the 
genius, talents, eloquence, and 
virtues of his hero. The writer 
is undoubtedly a man of abili- 
tics, Who knows how to make the 
moit of his fubjcct; and the ac- 
eount he hath given of events in 
which the nation is fo deeply in- 
terefted, may be acceptable to thofe 
who may not concur with him tn 
his unbounded admiration of Mr. 
Fox. Our biographer’s defence of 
the coalition is very ingenious, and 
oe we believe to any thing 
which has been advanced oa that 
fide of the queftion. Whether 
this famous political connection be 
here effectually vindicated, is no 
part of our prefent bufinefs to de- 
termine, ” 

Under the head of biography, 
we mnuft not forget to mention the 
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*« Epiftolary Correfpondence, Vifi- 
tation Charges, Speeches, and Mif- 
cellanies, of the Right Reverend 
Francis Atterbury, D. D. Lord 
Bifhop of Rochefter ; with Hitto- 
rical Notes ;” publifhed by Mr. 
Nichols, ‘This colleétion is com- 
prized in three volumes, the firft 
and fecond of which belong to the 
year 1783, and the third to 1784. 
The greater part of the volumes is 
entirely new, and what is not new 
is either reprinted with fuperior ac- 
curacy, or with the advantage of 
farther illuftration. The letters 
have different degrees of value, arid 
confequently were not equally de- 
ferving of the public 7 Thofe 
which relate tothe illnefs and death 
of Mrs. Morice, and the diary of 
her journey and voyage from Wett- 
mini{ter to Bourdeaux and Touloufe, 
are peculiarly interefting and affect- 
ing. Upon the whole, the bifhop’s 
charaéter, as a private man, ap- 
‘teage to have derived confiderable 

enefit from the prefent collection. 
As to his public charafter, it ftands 
as it did before, and can never ad- 
mit of a juit vindication. 


Under the heads of antiquities 
and topography, the largeft work 
which has been publifhed this year 
has not fallen under our infpection, 
and therefore we can only tpeak of 
it from the information of others. 
We mean Mr Haitted’s * Hitfiory 
and Topotraphical Survey of the 
County of Kent.”’ As works of this 
kind, befides the general utility and 
entertainment arifing from them, 
contribute to the honour of the na- 
tion, we rejoice that the {pirit of exe- 
cuting them has fo farincreafed for 
fome time patt, as to infpire us 
with hopes that it will not be long 
before they will extend tothe whole 
kingdom. ‘They are then the moft 
eomplete, when to the agtiquities 
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and topography, they add the ne. 
tural, civil, and ecclefiattical higo. 
ry of the county defcribed, toge- 
ther with the biography of the emi- 
nent men to which it may have 
given birth, Mr. Hafted’s ‘under. 
taking is to be comprized in three 
volumes, folio; and it is the fecond 
which is now prefented to the pub. 
lic. The work contains the ancient 
and prefent ftate of Kent, civiland 
ecclefiaftical ; and is colleéted from 
public records, and other the bef 
authorities ; befides which it ig jj. 
luftrated with maps and views of an- 
tiquities, and the feats of the no- 
bility and gentry of the country, 

Though we fhall have occafion 
to mention Mr. Pennant’s Tour in 
Wales under another article, it is 
proper here to take notice, that it 
affords fome curious and pleating in- 
formation concerning the ancient 
{tate and remains of that part of 
the country through which his jour- 
ney was extended. 

The chief produétions of the 
year relative to the purfuits of the 
antiquary, are the various publica- 
tions by Mr. Nichols, under the 
title of Bibliotheca Topographica 
Britannica. No lefs than ten num- 
bers of this undertaking have ap- 
peared in 1783. Thefe are, ‘* Col- 
lections towards the Hittory of Bed- 
fordfhire, containing the towns of 
Puddington, Luton, and Duntta- 
ple,”? with five plates ; the “ Hif- 
tory of Holy-head,” with two 
plates ; the ‘* Hiftory of Stoke 
Newington, in Middlefex,” with 
two plates; the * Hiftory of Croy- 
land in Lincolnfhire,” by Mr. 


Gough, with fix plates, befides 
what are printed on the letter prefs 
fheets ; the ‘+ Hiftory of Croydon 
in Surrey,” by Dr. Ducarel, with 
ten plates, belides thofe on the let- 
ter prefs fheets; the ‘ Hiftory of 
Great Coxwell in Berkhhire,” ie 














fix plates ; ** Additions to the Hif- 
tory of Stoke Newington ;” “* Ex- 
tracts from the Manufcript Journals 
of fir Simonds D’Ewes;"” * Col- 
lections towards a Parochial Hiftory 
of Berkthire,” with three plates ; 
and * Extracts from the Black 
Book of Warwick,” with a differ- 
tation, by Mr. Pegge, on Guy Earl 
of Warwick, and with one plate. 
Thefe performances are not equal 
in merit, nor equally calculated to 
excite the public attention, though 
they all of them have their utility, 
in contributing to the tock of anti- 
quarian and on Rage know- 
ledge. The Hittories of Stoke 
Newington, of Croyland, and ‘of 
Croydon, may, perhaps, be more 
generally acceptable than fome of 
the reft. The account of Stoke 
Newingten is enlivened by feveral 
biographical anecdotes and charac- 
ters. The abbey of Croyland is a 
curious fubje& in the article of ec- 
clefiaftical antiquities, and it is an 
advantage to it to be treated of by 
fo able an antiquary as Mr. Gough, 
Croydon has the fame advantage, 
in falling under the examination of 
Dr. Ducarel. The Manufcript 
eg 9 of fir Simonds D’Ewes 

ave fo often been referred to by 
our hiftorical writers, that extracts 
from them can fcarcely fail of be- 
ing well received by a number of 
readers. It gives us pleafure to fee 
that Mr. Nichols is encouraged to 
carry on his laborious and expen- 
five undertaking. 


As we have formerly had occafi- 
on more than once, to fpeak of Mr. 
Pennant’s character as a traveller, it 
is not neceflary to enlarge upon it 
in this place. He preferves to the 
laft a mode of information which is 
generally amufing, and fometimes 
mitrudive. The {¢cond volume of 
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his Tour in Wales is not inferior to 
his other publications of the fame 
nature, and we think that it is fu- 
perior to his journey from Chetter 
to London. ‘The reafon of our 
forming this opinion may atife from 
the more picturefque views and ob- 
jects which Wales affords, and, 
trom a greater caft of originality in 
the manners and cufloms of its inha- 
bitants. Mr. Pennant hath de- 
clared his refolution to write no far- 
ther works of this kind; and, 
though he has clofed fo happily as 
not to weary his readers, we cannot 
but approve of his determination. 
The matter has been carried as far 
as it will bear; for his teuis and 
journeys amount to a confiderable 
number of quarto volumes, the 
expence of which may not fuit 
every man who would with ta 
be a purchafer, The plates in the 
tour before us are Gimiler in execu- 
tion to thofe which heretofore have 
been given. 

Though Mr. Marfden’s Hiflo 
of Sumatra does not prefent itfelf 
to «3 inthe dire& form of travels, it 
will moft properly be introduced in 
this place, as it is the refult of much 
refidence abroad, and fets betore us 
every great object to which the at- 
tention of the traveller can be di- 
rected. Sumatra is one of the 
largett iflands in the world; and we 
have here an elaborate account of 
the government laws, cuftoms, and 
manners of its native inhabitants, 
with a defcription, of its natural 
produétions, and a relation of its 
ancient political ftate. There are not 
many works of the kind that are e- 
qually complete and excellent. In 
the perufal of the volume before us, 
the antiquary, the naturalift, the 
ftudier of human nature, and the 
merchant, will all find grathication 
and inftrudlion. The work is un- 
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doubtedly the effect of diftinguifhed 
ingenuity, diligence, and labour ; 
and, with very few exceptions, is 
entitled to the praife of much ele- 
gance in point of compofition. If 
there were equally perfect accounts 
of other parts of the globe, vaft ad- 
ditions would be made to the ftock 
of ufeful knowledge, 

Mr. swinburne ts already known 
to the public by his travels in Spain, 
which were well received, and juft- 
ly applauded. !t was one part of 
their excellence that they contained 
a variety of information which was 
equally new and curious to mott of 
his readers. ‘This arofe from his 
having the happinefs of going upon 
ground which had not been trodden 
by other travellers. In his travels 
in the two Sicilies, the firft volume 
of which he hath now publifhed, he 
was not poflefled.of the fame advan- 
tage. Few countries have been 
more written upon than the two 
Sicilies, and the books concerning 
them, fome of whichare of recent 
appearance, are almoft in every 
hand. Mr. Swinburne has, how- 
ever, contrived to make a good 
gleaning from fo plenteous a har- 
veft. He has not defpaired of en- 
tertaining by novelty of matter, and 
he has fucceeded in the attempt. 
Part of his rout is frefh land; and 
where he is under the neceflity of 
treading in the footiteps of preced- 
ing authors, he has flruck out fome- 
thing that hath efcaped their pene- 
tration. Before he enters upon his 
proper travels, he gives a chrono- 
logical table of the fovereigns of the 
_ two Sicilies ; tables of coin, weights, 
and meafures ; a geographical view 
of the kingdom of Naples; and a 
fhort fketch of the hiftory of that 
kingdom. Mr. Swinburne has hap- 
pily availed himfelf in feveral in- 
ilances of his chaffical knowledge ; 
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and appears to no finall advantage 
as.an hiftorian and an antiquary 
as well as adefcriber of modern ob. 
jets and manners. 
Mr. Tooke, chaplain to the Ene. 
lith factory at St. Peterfourgh, hath 
finifhed in a fourth, volume, his 
work called ‘* Ruffia; or a com. 
oe hiftorical Account of all the 
ations which compofe that Em- 
pire.” We have heretofore taken 
notice of the naked and unrecom- 
mending form in which the volumes 
under this title have appeared ; and, 
in the fame view, we cannot fay 
much in favour of the prefent pub- 
lication. We know, however, more 
explicitly than we did before, that 
the author has derived his materials 
from Pallas, Gmelin, and other va- 
luable fources. Mr. Tooke’s work 
is authentic and inftruive, but not 
pleating. The dittiné recital of the 
characters and manners of fuch 4 
number of nations, and tribes, as 
occupy the vaft Ruffian empire, is 
attended with an enumeration of cir- 
cumftances, which, though not ab- 
folutely the fame, have too much 
gencral uniformity to be read with 
fatisfaction. ‘The engravings of the 
work conftitute one of its principal 
recommendations, 

Colonel Capper’s ‘* Obfervations 
on the Paflage to India, through 
Egypt, and acrofs the great Defert ; 
with occafional Remarks on the ad- 
jacent Countries, and alfo Skerches 
of the different Routes,” are upon 
a fubject which our connections with 
the eaftern world have rendered 
highly important. Thofe who may 
be called to travel by land to or from 
the Eaft Indies, cannot fail of de- 
riving peculiar benefit from the co- 
lonel’s inftruétions in general, and 
efpecially from the regular account 
he has annexed of his own voyage 
and journey from Leghorn to A- 

leppo, 
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leppo, and from thence to Baflora 
on to Bombay. The author has 
intermixed his narrative with dif- 
cuthons aad refleétions that will be 
interefting and agreeable to cum. 
mon readers, . He has thrown con- 
fiderable light on the prefent itate of 

bey pts and hath taken occalion to 
maintain that the Indians preceded 
the ancient Egyptians in knowledge, 
civilization, and improvement. It 
appears from Mr. Capper’s journal, 
that the great defert is not fo .uni- 
formly barren as is commonly im- 
agined. There are, he obferves, 
but few {pots in it that would not 
yield to the perfevering hand of in- 
duttry. 

Mr. Rooke’s “ Travels to the 
coait of Arabia Felix, and from 
thence, by the Red Seaand Egypr, 
to Europe,” though they include 
fome of the objects deferibed by co- 
lonel Capper, have no immediate re- 
lation to the affairs of the Eaft In- 
dies. The author was firft in com- 
modore Johnitone’s fquadron, and 
has given an account of the places 
vifited by the fleet, and of the man- 
ners of theinhabitants where it ftop- 
ped for refrefhment. Being ‘pre- 
vented, by ill health, from prote- 
cuting his original intention of go- 
ine to the Bat Indies, be obtained a 
patlage from Morebat Bay toe Mocha, 
andthence returned to his own coun- 
try. His defcriptions of the objects 
he met with are liv ely and entertain- 
int, and fome of the fcenes which 
he prefents to his readers are new, 
As a writer, he is extremely detec- 
tive with regard to pun ‘tuation. It 
is, indeed, fo bad, that itis dificult 
to read the work in fuch a manner 
as to make fenfe of it. If Mr. 
Rooke was himfelf incapable of cor- 
recting it, he fhould have put his 
letters 1 into the hands of fome friend, 
who was better qualified for ren- 





{261} 
dering them fit, “in this refpect, to 


meet the public eye. 

Mr, Gilpin, in his “Obferva- 
tions on the River Wye, and feve- 
ral parts of South Wales,” has 
obliged the worid with a mott pleal- 
ing performance. ** His object is, 
to examine the face of nature by the 
rules of picturefque beauty; to adapt 
the defcription of narural fcenery 
to the principles of artificial lands 
fcape; andio open the fources of 
thofe pleafures which are derived 
from the comparifon.”” It was im- 
potlible that any man could have 
been more completely qualified for 
the execution of fucha defign The 

author’s talte for the beauties ef na- 
ture, and the remains of Gothic ar- 
chitecture, is of the firft kind, and 
his talents at deferibing them ad- 
mirable. We were charmed with 
his account of Tintern Abbey, The 
work is embeillithed with | feveral 
etchings of landicapes. As Mr. 
Gilpin has by him, ‘* Obfervations 
on the Lakes and Mountains of the 
northern part of the Itland,” we 
truit thac he will not withhold them 
from the public. It gives us no 
fmall degree of pleafure to find, 
that, in the Regifter of the next 
year, we are to renew our ac- 
quaintance with him as a biogra- 
pher. 


With regard to the political pro- 
ductions of the year, it is as Little 
in our inclination as it is in our 
power to give an account of all 
which have been publifhed. We 
mutt, therefore, content ourfelves 
with pointing out the objects of 
difcuffion, and with mentioning 
under each head one or two 
of the tracts, which were either 
deemed the moft important, or hap- 
pened to fall within our infpection. 

On fo momentous an event asthe 
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figning of the preliminaries of peace 
with France and Spain, and the 

rovifional treaty with America, 
it was not likely that the prefs fhould 
be unemployed. A variety of 
pamphlets foon appeared, and on 
ditferent fides of the queftion, But 
we fhall feleét only two from the 
reft, one in reprobation of the ar- 
ticles agreed upon, and the other in 
their vindication. The firft was en- 
titled, ** A letter to the Earl of 
Shelburne, on the Peace;” and 
was written in a pompous and la- 
boured ftyle, and with confiderable 
ability. ‘The conceffions which 
were made to France, Spain, and 
America, were reprefented in the 
moft odious light, and aflerted to be 
highly difgraceful to this country. 
Upon: the whole, however, we 
were convinced, that the author’s 
talents were better calculated for de- 
clamation than for argument. ‘The 
*¢ Confiderations on the Provifional 
‘Treaty with America, and the Pre- 
liminary Articles of Peace: with 
France and Spain,” weie entirely 
in defence of the treaty and the ar- 
ticles. In purfuit of this defign, 
the writer contfidered the matter at 
large, entering into a full courfe of 
reafoning, and an ample difcuffion of 
facts. tis evident that he mutt 
have had recourfe to the moft au- 
thentic information, and have de- 
rived his materials from the minif- 
ter himfelf. Indeed, the pertor- 
mance was regarded as the author- 
ative yindication of government up- 
on the fubject. By many it was 
afcribed to the earl of Shelburne’s 
own pen; and though this was pro- 
bably, perhaps certainly, not the 
eafe, it cannot, at the fame time, 
be doubted but that his lordfhip 
enabled the author to fpeak with fo 
much knowledge and evidence up- 
on the various topics which pajled 
under his examination. It was the 
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misfortune of this traé that it 

out too late. Had it been publifh, 
ed fooner, it might have produced 
a greater effect; and it is remark. 
able that no aniwer appeared to this 
elaborate production, though the 
coalition was oftenfibly founded on 
a condemnation of the peace. 

The fituatfon of the American 
loyalifts, in confequence of the 
a. with the United States, was 
an object of attention and compaf- 
fion. Their cafe and claim were 
{tated to the public in a well written 
tract, in which jt was contended, 
that they had 4 right to indemnifi- 
cation, upon the principle of the 
reciprocal duties fubfifting hetween 
men whe are united by the political 
bond of fociety. In {upport of this 
doctrine, inftances were produced 
of fuch indemnification having been 
granted upon former occafions, and 
appofite paflages were quoted from 
the moit eminent civilians. There 
can be no doubt but that it was 
equally the duty and inclination of 
government tq provide for the un- 
fortunate loyalifts, as fur as the un- 
avoidable neceffity of the national 
affairs would permit. 

The new fituation of things, in 
the acknowledgment of the inde- 
pendence of the Britifh North 
American colonies, would naturally 
fuggeft many reflections to fpecu- 
lative minds ; and governor Pownall 
Was not a man to let fuch an event 
take place without obfervation. Ac- 
cordingly, he wrote ‘* A Memo- 
rial addreffed to the Sovereigns of 
America ;” in which he ftates and 
explains the fyftem of the new 
world, the conititution of the ge- 
neral government, the grounds and 
movements of the American admt- 
niftration, and other interefting ob- 
jects. The production is worthy of 
the manly and liberal underftanding 


and fentiments of governor vse * 
: ne 
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One of the moft important mat- 
ters to be fettled with America, af- 
ter the peace, was the terms on 
which commerce fhould be carried 
on with that country. As frefh re- 
gulations were neceffaril y to be made 
upon this head, a great variety of 
opinions would naturally be formed 
with refpet to what would be 
per and beneficial. Some will with 
that the Americans may be treated 
on the moft enlarged and friendly 
foundation, and, indeed, with the 
indulgence they had experienced 
when fubje& to this country; 
whilft others contend, that, being 
now a foreign nation, they have 
only a right to be put upon the beft 
terms in that character, and that 
the act of navigation ought not to 
be relaxed on their account. The 
laft opinion is maintained by lord 
Sheffield, in his ‘* Obfervations on 
the Commerce of the American 
States.” This is a very elaborate 

erformance, which fuggefts many 
important objects of confideration, 
hath excited uncommon attention, 
and hath had a great effect upon the 
fentiments of the public. For a 
time, it was deemed by many per- 
fons to be quite unanfwerable ; and 
fearcely any anfwer, deferving of 
notice, was given to it in 1783. 
‘She only pamphlet of confequence 
which we recollect was one, entitled, 
*¢ Confiderations on the prefent Si- 
tuation of Great Britain and the 
United States of North America, 
with a View to their future com- 
mercial Connestions.” It was writ- 
ten by an ingenious American gen- 
tleman of fortune, who happened 
to be refident in London. The 
principal tracts, in oppofition to 
lord Sheffield’s fyftem, belong to the 
year 1784. 

It would carry us too far, to en- 
large on the various publications to 
which the coalition gave occafion. 


[2$3] 


They were of courfe very siume- 
rous, but we fhall mentiog only two 
of them. ** ‘The Coalition, or the 
prefent State of Parties,” was the 
title of apamphlet, the defign of 
which was to expofe and condemn 
the political union that was formed 
between lord North and Mr, Fox, 
The og of the author was ex- 
ecuted with diftinguifhed ability. 
On the other fide appeared, “ A 
Defence of the Rockingham Party, 
in their late Coalition with Lord 
North.” This tra€t was drawn up 
with moderation and good fenfe ; 
but the writer affumed too much 
when he reprefented the Rocking- 
ham connection as the only one b 

which the kingdom could be well 
ferved. We have a high refpeét for 
the talents and the virtues of feveral 
of the noblemen and gentlemen of 
whom that party is compofed; but 
we are perfuaded, at the fame time 

that there are other noblemen and 
other gentlemen who are equally 
zealous for the welfare of their 
country, and equally capible of 
fuftaining important offices in the 
ftate. An union of the wife and 
good in every connection ; an union 
of all the real friends to public li- 
berty and to public happinefs, would 
be a confummation devoutly to be 
wifhed. 

On the fubject of Eaft India af- 
fairs, the reports of the felect com- 
mittee of parliament on thefe af- 
fairs, which reports were not fa- 
vourable to governor Haftings’s ad- 
miniitration, gave rife to various 
publications. One of thefe was the 
** Vindication of general Richard 
Smith,” who had been chairman 
of thatcommittee, This vindica- 
tion is an ironical performance, in 
which the general is expofed with 
fome humour, and withthe greateft 
degree of feverity. Frorn the fame 
author proceeded a curious tract, 
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entitled, ** The Saddle put on the 
right Horfe; or an Inquiry into 
the Reafons why certain Perfons 
have been denominated Nabobs ; 
with an Arrangement of thofe Gen- 
tlemen into their proper Clafles, of 
real, fpurious, reputed, or mufh- 
roon) Nabobs.” ‘The chief detign 
of this pamphlet is to vindicate the 
management of Eaft Indian affairs 
before the miniftry affumed fo much 
direction in them; and the writer 
Yeprobates the idea of forming 
Britifh acts of ‘parliament, to regu- 
late the interior government of our 
Fatlern fettlements. His dittinction 
éf nabobs is ftriking, and his cha- 
racters ofthe different fpecies of 
them lively and pleafant. In both 
his produétions, he is nearly as fe- 
vere upon Mr. Burke as he is upon 
géneral Smith. 

Governor Haitings, who hath 
lately been expofed to fuch a varicty 
of attacks, is net wanting to his own 
vindication, ‘I his appeared in 1782, 
in his ** Narrative of the late 
Tranfactions at Benares ;” and hath 
again been manifeited in bis ** Let, 
ter to the Court of Directors of the 
Katt India Company.” ‘Though we 
pretend not to any ok knowledgeof 
the fubject, we confeis that this let+ 
ter hath made a powerful impreffion 
upon our minds. It is written with 
fuch. an air of conicious. integrity, 
with fo great an appearance of rea- 
fon, and with fuch a manly dignity, 
that it could not fail of exciting 
ip us fentiments very favourable to 
Mr. Haflings’s character and con- 
duct. 

Major, Scott is the known and 
avowed defender of governor Haf- 
tings and his meafures; and, per- 
haps, if we. were to call the major 
that gentleman’s agent, we fhould 
not be far from the mark. Be this 
as it may, he has manifefted on fe- 
veral occafions, and particplarly by 
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his two letters to Mr. Burke, that he 
is an active and able yindicator of 
the caufe.in which he is engaged, 

Towards the clofe of the year 
the Eatt India company excited a 
moft. the fole attention of the na. 
tion. This was owing to Mr. Fox's 
bill, the effects of which have been 
fo extraordinary. A crifis of fuch 
a nature would neceffarily be pro- 
ductive of a violent paper war, 
which has principally been carried 
On in 1784. .'The publications, 
however, began to appear at the 
end of 1783; but none of them 
were conliderable enough to merit 
particular notice in this place. 

Under the head of Inifh affairs, 
we fhall advert only to one or two 
circumftances. The volunteers of 
Ireland, in purfuit of their defign 
of effecting a parliamentary reform, 
confulted the duke of Richmond, 
Dr. Price, Dr. febb, and Mr. Wy- 
vill, ‘Lhe aniwers of his grace and 
the three gentlemen, expreiling a 
very ardent zeal for a fhorter dura- 
tion of parliaments, and for a more 
equal, reprefentation of the people, 
were publifhed in both kingdoms, 
A pamphlet or two, we believe, ap- 
peared on the other fide of the quet- 
tion. 

Some perfons in Ireland brought 
a fevere accufation againft the Por- 
tuguefe government as having in- 
jured them in their commercial pri- 
vileges, But from the publication, 
entitled, ** A Defence of the Con- 
du& of the Court of Portugal; 
with a full Refutation of the feveral 
Charges alledged againft that king- 
dom, with refpect to Ireland,” it 
feems to have been -clearly proved, 
that the injuries complained of were 
without foundsaion. The tract 1s 
faid to have been originally written 
in Portugue/e by agentleman of dil 
tinction, and to be faithfully tran- 
flated from that language. 


Our 
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Our late unfuccefsful generals in 
America are endeavouring to fix up- 
on each other the misfortunes which 
have attended their military opera- 
tions in that country, The con- 
troverfy began with the ** Narra- 
tive of Lieutenant-General fir 
Henry Clinton, Knight of the 
Bath, relative to his Conduct dur- 
ing part of his Command of the 
King’s Troops in North America, 
particularly that which refpects the 
unfortunate iffue of the Campaign 
in 1781.” This was followed with 
an anonymous * Reply to fir Henry 
Clinton’s Narrative; wherein his 
numerous errors are pointed our, 
and the Conduct ef lord Cornwallis 
fully vindicated from all Afperfion.” 
Next fucceeded, by earl Cornwallis 
himfelf, ‘* An Anfwer to that Part 
of the Narrative of Lieutenant- 
General Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. 
which relates to the Conduct of 
Lieutenant-General Earl Cornwallis, 
during the Campaign in North 
America, in the Year 1781.” = Latt 
of all appeared *‘ Sir Henry Clin- 
ton’s Obiervations on fome Parts of 
the Aniwer of Earl Cornwallis.” 
We fhall not interpofe our opinion 
on matters which are fo foreign to 
our profeflion and fludies. 

Several political tracts of a mil- 
cellancous nature, were publifhed 
during the courfe of the year, 
which probably may be thought de- 
ferving of jome notice. Among 
thefe we muit not omit Dr, Tuc- 
ker’s ** Four Letters on Important 
and National Subjects; addreffed 
to the Right Honourable the Earl 
of Shelburne.” ‘The Dean’s prime 
object, in thefe letters, is to difplay 
the evil confequences of debafing 
the regal influence, and exalting the 
ariftocratical or the popular beyond 
their due proportion — of difturb- 
ing the public peace and tranqui- 
lity, under the pretence of fecur- 
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ing a more equal reprefentation of 


the people in parliament,—and of 
propagating Mr, Locke’s deuo- 
cratical principles. ‘The ruillery 
and the wit afte&ted by Dr. Tucker 
are very contemptible, and in his 
abufe of the triends of liberty and 
Locke, he expofes no one but him. 
felf. Though the abilities of the 
dean, and his knowledge of com- 
mercial politics in particular, are 
fuch, that he can feldom write with- 
out throwing out fomething that is 
worthy of attention, there are few 
of his performances in which he 
has done this lefs than in the pre- 
ient. In the publication before us, 
we greatly dilapprove both of the 
objects he has in view, and of the 
manner in which they are difeuffed. 

Dr. Price’s ‘* State of the public 
Debts and Finances, at figning the 
Preliminary Articles of Peace in 
January 1783,” is upon a fubjcct 
of the greateft importance, and of 
which the author is a complete maf- 
ter. The tractis accompanied with 
a plan for railing money by public 
loans, and for redeeming she pub- 
lic debts. Unlefs fome plan of this 
kind be adopted and carried into ex- 
ecution, the nation can have little 
hope of rifing to its former profpe- 
rity and dignity. 

Mr. Sinclair procecds in his lau- 
dable and ufetul defigns for the 
welfare of the kingdom. His 
** Hints addreffed to the Public,” 
are written with the exprefs purpofe 
of difpelling the gloomy ideas which 
have lately been entertained of the 
ftate of our finanees. What Mr. 
Sinclair has particularly in view is, 
to counteract the melancholy im- 
preffions which may have been made 
by lord Stair’s alarming reprefens 
tations upon the fubject. 

Dr. Andrews’s ** Efflay on Repub- 
lican Principles, and on the Iacon- 
veniencics of a Commonwealth ina 

large 
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large Country and Nation,” fhould 
rather have been mentioned under 
the head of government in general, 
though it has probably a reference 
to the political tenets of the times. 
That the Republican form of go- 
vernment is not fuited to an exten- 
five country, hath frequently been 
afferted, and with fome appearance 
of reafon. ‘The prefent author 
hath maintained the fame doétrine 
with a confiderable degree of inge- 
nuity. Neverthelefs, we do not 
efteem the matter to be {o firmly 
eitablifhed, but that much might be 
advanced on the other fide of the 
quettion. 

The laft tract we fhall mention, 
under the head of politics, might 
alfo have been tibroduced when we 
were {peaking of Mr. Sayer’s Ob- 
fervations on the Civil Government 
of Weftminfter. We refer to the 
pamphlet entitled, ** The Means of 
effectually preventing Theft and 
Robbery.”” Of this work we un- 
derftand (for we have not read it) 
that it is a very valuable publication, 
not in point of compofition, but in 
refpect of public utility, which is 
an object of much greater confe- 
quence than the accuracy and ele- 
gance of ftyle. It is faid that the 
author has fuggefted the moft im- 

rtant plans of improvement, and 
thar, though his fchemes are novel 
and extraordinary, he has been 
fuccefsful in amtwering the ob- 


jeGtions to which they may be 


thought liable. 


From the troubled fea of politics, 
we turn our view to an object more 
congenial to our tafte and our ftu- 
dies, Critical, Claffical, and Polite 
literature. In our laft Regifter, we 
mentioned the ** Elements of He- 
brew Grammar,” by Mr. Wilfon, 
profeffor of Hebrew in the Univer- 
lity of St. Andrews, Another very 
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elaborate prodution of th 

kind hath lately been publifhed be 
Dr. James Robertfon, profeffor of 
the Oriental languages in the Uni- 
verfity of Edinburgh. It is, in- 
deed, a fecond edition that has now 
appeared ; but the work hath been 
fo ‘differently modelled, and {o 
largely increafed and improved, that 
it ought to be noticed in a hiftory 
of the literature of the year. Dr. 
Robertfon, in his Grammatica 
Hebraa, goes upon principles dif- 
ferent from thofe which were adopt- 
ed by Mr. Wilfon. The doéor, 
who 1s a ftrenuous advocate for the 
antiquity and ufe of the vowel 
points, fupports his doctrine with 
great learning and by many argu- 
ments; and he replies, in particu- 
lar, to what had been advanced by 
Mr. Wilfon upon the fubject. This 
is a mattcr concerning which the 
beft Hebrew fcholars will continue, 
we believe, to entertain very oppo- 
fite fentiments. 

In Oricntal literature, two of our 
moit eminent proficients in it, fir 
William Jones and Mr. White, have 
favoured the world with publications 
in the courfe of the year. Sir Wil- 
liam ‘Jones would not quit this 
country for Bengal, whither he is 
gone to be one of the judyes of the 
fupreme court, without leaving ano- 
ther valuable teftimony of his in- 
comparable {kill in the learning of 
the Eaft. This he has done in his 
‘© Moal-lakat, or fevem Arabian 
Poems, which were fufpended on 
the Temple at Mecca; with a Tranf- 
lation and Arguments.” Sir Wil- 
liam has not yet completed his de- 
ficn ; for he intends hereafter to 
publifh a preliminary difcourfe, 
notes on the poems, and the lives of 
the feven poets by whom they were 
written, together with a hittory 
of their works It may be expect- 


ed from fir William Jones’s un- 
common 
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common knowledge in the oriental 
languages, cufloms,’ and laws, 
joined with his eminence in his own 
profeffion, and his known zeal tor 
the rights of human nature, that 
he will become an admirable 
judge in the Eaft Indies. Perhaps 
he is better able than any other man 
to combine the ideas of Englifh 
and Eattern jurifprudence, in fuch 
a manner as fhall the mott effectu- 
ally tend to the welfare of the in- 
habitants of Hindoftan. 

The “ Inftitutes Political and 
Military,” of the great Timour, 
improperly called ‘Tamerlane, of 
which Mr. White, Laudian profeffor 
of Arabic in the univerfity of Ox- 
ford, is the editor, may juftly be 
regarded as a very curious an hg 
tion. Thefe inftitutes were origi- 
nally written by Timour in the 
Mogul language, from which they 
were firft tranilated into Perfian by 
Abu Taulib Alhuffeini, and thence 
into Englifh, with marginal notes, 
by Major Davy, at this time Per- 
fian Secretary to the Governor-ge- 
neral of Bengal. For the original 
Perfian, which is tranferibed trom 
a manufcript in the poffeflion of 
the late Dr. William Hunter, and 
for the preface, indexes, geogra- 
phical notes, and other advantages, 
the literary world is indebted to 
Mr. White. Major Davy’s tran- 
flation, though fufficiently literal, 
is eafy and elegant; and his notes, 
which difplay his great fkill in Eatt- 
ern learning, are inftru€tive and 
entertaining. The work is divided 
intotwo books, the firft of which is 
entitled ** Defigns and Enter- 
prizes,” and the fecond confifts of 
u fet of rules and precepts which 
Timour compofed for the ufe of 
his fucceflors. Some doubts having 
been raifed concerning the authenti- 
city of the Inftitutes, the tranflator, 
ya a letter to the editor, has 
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endeavoured to remove them. 
Thefe Inftitutes refleét much 


light on the character, talents, and 
virtues of a great congutror, whofe 
name of Tamerlane is very celebra- 
ted in Europe, but of whom few 
perfons have obtained any very ac- 
curate knowledge. 

Of Mr. Halhed’s profound ac- 
quaintance with the wiidom and 
learning of the Eaft, the world 
hath already had ample experience 
in his Verfion of a Code of Gentoo 
Laws. His reputation ia this ref- 
pect is now farther increafed by his 
** Grammar of the Bengal Lan. 
guage”; the utility of which, in fe- 
veral views, cannot reafonably be 
doubted. It will not only be a 
means of procuring an eafy accefs 
to the literary treafures of the coun. 
try, but be of fingular fervice to 
the Englith in their political and 
commercial connections. The ad- 
vantages of the work, in thefe vari- 
ous lights, are ftrongly pointed out 
by the author, in his judicious and 
well written preface. The Grammar 
was printed at Hoogly in Bengal, in 
confequence of * the extraordinar 
“ fkill and induftry of Mr, Wie 
** kins, who, in furnifhing the types 
*‘ for the publication, had to en- 
** counter every difficulty which 
** neceffarily refulted from the to- 
‘* tal want of European artifts.”’ 

In Grecian literature, theology 
has derived confiderable benefit 
from the ** Conjectures and Obfer- 
vations on the New Teitament;” 
collected from various authors, by 
Mr. Bowyer. Thefe conjectures 
and obfervations appeared, in part, 
firft at the end of this learned prin- 
ter’s edition of the Greek Teftament, 
in two duodecimo volumes. They 
were then enlarged to an octavo, 
and are now rifen to a quarto; 
having received a frefh acceffion of 
matter from Mr. Bowyer’s manu- 

feripts 
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fcripts, and from other communi- 
cations, by fome able divines and 
critics. With regard to the notes, it 
may be obferved, that they are not 
equally valuable, Neverthelefs, if 
arent af them fhould be thought 
il! founded. or trifling, it will be 
acknowledged that many of them 
ure curious and ufeful, and will 
command the affent and approbati- 
on of the moit judicious fcholars. 
Mr. Tyrwhitt’s ** Conjecture in 
Strabonem,” come froma gentleman 
who is known to be one of the ableft 
eritics in this country. Whatever 
roceeds from fo ingenious and 
faced a pen cannot tail of bein 
acceptable to the literary world, 
which will be particularly glad of 
the prefent remarks, as they, are 
intended for the benefit of the edi- 
tion of Strabo, now preparing tor 
the prefs at Oxford, under the di- 
ycction of Mr. Falkner. Strabo is 
an author who deferves all the at- 
tention that may be neceflary to 
give him in as great a degree ot 
perfection as poilible to the public, 
The high rank which this coun- 
try fuflains, with refpect to Greek 
learning, muft afford pleafure to 
every cultivated Englifhman; and 
we cannot but particularly rejoice in 
the proficiency which fome of our 
younger men have attained in that 
language. Such a_ proficiency 
promifes that the literary glory of 
the nation fhall not only be upheld, 
but largely increafed. ‘Twottriking 
inftances of fo agreeable a profpect 
have been fet betore us in the year 
1783. Mr. Huntingford, in his 
«© Metrica Quedam Monoftrophi- 
ca,’’ contifting of thirty-one hort 
Greek poems, moft of them odes, 
has fhewn how well he can imitate 
the fimple elegance of Anacreon, 
or rife to the dignity of Pindar. In 
this arduous undertaking, criticifm 
may occafionally find fome reafon 
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to difapprove ; but it will hoon 
abundantly yreater caufe to admire 

Mr. Glatle’s Caractacus is q fill 
more furprifing performance, ft jg 
an entire tranilation, into Greek 
verfe, of Mr. Mafon’s admirable 
tragedy of Caractacus. This is the 
moi extraordinary produdtion of the 
kind to which modern learning 
hath given birth, and the excel- 
lence to which it has been brought 
muit claim the bigheft applaufe. It 
was at firft diltributed only to a few 
private friends: but the author was 
at length prevailed upon to fubmit 
it to public infpection; in doing 
which, belides reflecting honour 
upon himfelf, he will greatly con- 
tribute to the claflical reputation of 
his country abroad. 

Whilft Mr. Glaffe hath been 
employed in tranflating from Eng- 
hith into Greek, others have been 
engaged in the lefs f{plendid but 
more ufetul bufinefs of tranflating 
from Greek into Englifh, Mr. 
Potter, in a fecond volume, hath 
completed ‘his Euripides. As we 
have. -heretotore f{poken of the for- 
mer part: of. this valuable work, 
there is not much occafion to en- 
large upon the fubject. Though 
fome faults may be found in Mr. 
Potter’s verfion, it has, upon the 
whole, great merit ; and he has con- 
ferred by it no {mall obligation 
upon thofe who are not able to read 
the original, and yet with to know 
fomething of the ancient tragic po- 
ets. Thofe who feverely criticile 
the prefent tranflation, do not 
always fufliciently confider the dif- 
ficulty of the undertaking, and 
how hard it is, in particular, to 
be faithful to- the fimplicity fre- 
quently found in Euripides, and 
yet to preferve that dignity of lan- 
guage which modern readers expett. 
It feems, however, to be generally 
agreed, that Mr. Potter has not 

been 
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been altogether fo happy in his 
Euripides as he was inhis Afchylus. 

Mr, Rando!ph, in his ** DeGrace 
Lingue Studio Preleéctio,” endea- 
vours to ftir up the minds of his 
countrymen to the ftill farther pur- 
fuit of thofe ftudies in which many 
of them are already fo laudably en- 
gaged. However eagerly the Greek 
janguage may have been cultivated 
ainong us, he thinks that much 
{till remains to be accomplifhed. 
«« The hiftory of Grecian poetry 
* lies almoft negle€ted, and the re- 
¢ mains of many a firft rate poet 
‘exift only in quotations, and 
‘* are feattered through the whole 
“« fyftem of Grecian literature.” 
Thefe, Mr. Randolph fays, fhould 
be colleéted ; particularly the frag- 
ments of lyric poetry, the writers 
of tragedy, and of the middle and 
new comedy. He is of opinion, 
likewife, that after thefe the anci- 
ent Greek philofophers, and parti- 
cularly the Pythagoreans, deferveat- 
tention. In pointing out thefe ob- 
jects of enquiry, we fhould have 
been glad to find that Mr. Ran- 
dolph had given us reafon to hope 
that they would be undertaken, ¢i- 
ther by himfelf, or by any of his 
learned friends. 

An aid to youth, in the fludy of 
claffical literature, has lately been 
provided in Mr. Wilfon’s Archzxolo- 
sical Dictionary. It includes the 
antiquities of the Jews, Greeks, 
and Romans, alphabetically  ar- 
ranged. ‘The articles are concife, 
but appear to be drawn up with 
perfpicuity and judgment. 

To come to the Latin claffics, 
Mr. Edmund Burton has publithed 
an edition of Manilius’s Attronomi- 
con. Nog having feen the work, 
it is not in our power to pronounce 
concerning its merit. We know 
from Mr. Burton’s former writings 
that he is a real fcholar, though 
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there was an affectation and obfh- 
rityin his Engtith ftyle, which we 
could by no means approve. 

Mr. Colman: hath conferred a 
great obligation on the learned 
world, in bis *« Art of Poetry ; an 
Epifile to the Pifos, tranflated 
from Horace.” The Latin is printed 
on one fide, and the Englifh on the 
other. Our tranflator gives a new 
turn to this famous epiftle. He 
conceives thatone of the fons of Pi- 
fo, undoubtedly the elder, had 
either written, or meditared, a 
poetical work, molt probably a 
tragedy ; and that he had, with the 
knowledge of the family, commue 
nicated his piec¢, of intention, to 
Horace: but Horace, either difap- 
proving of the work, or doubting 
of the poetical faculties of the elder 
Pifo, or both, wifhed to diffuade 
him from all thoughts of publicati- 
on. With this view he formed the 
defign of writing this epiftle, ad- 
dreffing it, with a courtlinefs and 
delicacy perfectly agreeable to his 
acknowledged character, indiffer- 
ently to the whole family, the fa- 
ther and his two fons. He begins 
with general reflections, generally 
aldrefled to his three friends. In 
thefe preliminary rules, equally 
neceflary to be obferved by poets 
of every denomination, he dwells 
on the neceflicty of unity of defign, 
the danger ot being dazzled by the 
{plendor of partial beauties, the 
choice of fubjects, the beauty of 
order, the elegance and propriety 
of diction, and the ufe of a tho- 
rough knowledge of the nature of 
the feveral different fpecies of poe- 
try. From this general view of poe- 
try on the canvas of Ariftotle, but 
entirely after his own manner, Ho. 
race proceeds to give the rules and 
hiftory of the drama; adverting 
principally to tragedy, with all its 
conftituents and appendages of dic- 

tion, 





[270] 


tion, fable, character, incidents, 
chorus, meafure, mufic, and deco- 
ration. In this part of the work, ac- 
cording to the interpretation of the 
beft critics, and indeed, as Mr. 
Colman thinks, according to the 
manifeft tenor of the epiftle, Ho- 
race addrefles himfelf entirely to 
the tsvo young gentlemen, pointing 
out to them the difficulty, as well 
as excellence of the dramatic art ; 
infifting on the avowed fuperiority 
of the Grecian writers, and afcrib- 
ing the comparative failure of the 
Romans to negligence and avarice. 
The poet, having exhautfted this 
part of his fubject, fuddenly drops 
a fecond, or difmifles at once no lefs 
than tsvo of the three perfons, to 
whom he originally addreffed his 
epiftle, and turning fhort on the 
elder Pifo, mo earneftly conjures 
him to ponder on the danger of 
precipitate publication, and the 
ridicule to which the author of 
wretched poetry expofes himfelf. 
From the commencement of this 
partial addrefs, O Major Fuvenum, 
&c, at the three hundred and fixty 
fixth verfe, to the end of the poem, 
including almoft a fourth part of 
the whole, the fecond perfon plural, 
Pifones !—Vas ! - Vos, O Pompilius 
Sanguis ! &c. is difcarded, and the 
fecond perfon fingular, Tu, Te, Ti- 
bi, &c. invariably takes place. 
The arguments too are equally re- 
lative and perfonal.——Such are 
‘ the outlines of Mr. Colman’s plan, 
which we have delineated more at 
large than the nature of our work 
commonly admits, becaufe we not 
only contider his explanation of the 
defign, and divifion of the epittle, 
to be ingenious and new, but 
founded in truth. It is more na- 


tural and juft than Dr. Hurd’s 

fcheme of interpretation, though 

that was the refult of a fine tatte 

and difcernment, and had many 
° 
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things in it highly commend, 

Both Hurd and Colman are Saint 
maintaining that it was not the in. 
tention of Horace to compofe pros 


fefledly an art of poctry 
general, 
Mr. Col learned, 


Mr. Colman’s notes are 
judicious, and inftrudtive; and his 
tranflation, with very few excepti- 
ons, hath happily imitated the man- 
ner of the original. 

Mr. Cornifh’s ‘< Attempt to 
Difplay the Importance of Claffical 
Learning,” is the production of an 
ingenious and fenlible man on a 
point of great moment. He follows 
the fteps of Beattie and Knox in the 
recommendation of Greek and Ro. 
man literature; and it is his defign 
to bring their arguments more with- 
in the reach of common readers, 
Though Mr. Cornifh is a warm 
admirer of Mr. Knox’s Treatife on 
Education, and efteems it the. beit 
that has been written on the fubject, 
he does not agree with him in everv 
refpect. In fome inftances he con- 
fiders Mr. Knox’s ideas as not fuf. 
ficiently liberal; and in thefe cafes 
hath made ftrictures upon him, 
with judgment and with candour. 

In polite criticifm, Dr. Blair's 
*¢ Lectures on Rhetoric and Belle 
Lettres” claim our principal atten- 
tion. Thefe were read by him dur- 
ing twenty years in the univerfity 
of Edinburgh, and their excellence 
hath often been mentioned in con- 
verfation. Indeed, imperfect co- 
pies of them, which were taken by 
his pupils, have long been handed 
about in manufcript. It became 
proper, therefore, thatthey fhould 
be publifhed; and when that inten- 
tion was announced, great expecta- 
tions from them were naturally ex- 
cited, For our part, we have not 
been difappointed in the expect- 
ations we had formed. It 1s true, 
that in confequence of the prodi- 


gious attention which, for fome 
tine 
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time paft, has been paid to polite 
literature, many remarks will not 
appear fo n-w as if they had been 
fooner given to the world; but this 
was an effect that could not be a- 
voided. Ic is alfo true, that 
though our author allows due fcope 
to fpeculative and _philofophical 
criticifm, novelty is not his imme- 
diate object. His defign is to lay 
down the principles Z eloquence, 
taite, and compofition, upon a ratio- 
nal and juft foundation. In doing 
this, it is not his purpofe to advance 
new fyftems, but to feleét and ar- 
range what is more worthy of atten- 
tion in the objects he illuftrates, 
and to deliver what is beit calculat- 
ed to form the minds and ftrength- 
en the judgment of his pupils, that 
thus they may be able to profegute 
their own future ftudies with advan- 
tage. This is precifely the excel- 
lence of a profeffor; and it is an ex- 
cellence for which Dr. Blair de- 
ferves to be particularly applauded. 
His book is juit fuch a work as was 
wanted for the inftruction and im- 
provement of young gentlemen ; 
and it will not be much lefs ufeful 
to many perfons in an advanced 
life. It conftitutes fuch a body of 
found and judicious criticifm, as 
entitles it to be confidered as a nati- 
onal acquifition. The compofition 
is perfpicuous and elegant, but not 
in every refpect fo highly finifhed 
as that of our author’s fermons. 
There are more Scotticifms in the 
prefent publication ; which, when 
collected together, affume a formida- 
ble appearance, but which, as fcat- 
tered through two large volumes, in 
a great meafure, efcape attention. 
The method which Dr. Blair hath 
taken of analyfing fome of our claf- 
fic profe writers, in order to point 
out the excellencies arid defects of 
their ftyle, is peculiarly inftructive. 
We think that he is too partial to 
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the eloquence of France, and efpe- 
cially to the cloquence of the 


French preachers. In its te 
eit perfection, there is Siicsned tome - 
thing in it which is by no means 
fuited to the ftrong  fenfe 
and manly genius of the Englith. 
Much, however, as Dr. Blair feems 
to admire the oratory of the Fyench 
pulpit, he had the difcretion not 
to take it for the model of his own 
excellent fermons; and if he had 
done fo, we will venture to pro- 
nounce, that they would have been 
far lefs acceptable, and not fo like- 
ly to — a durable reputation. 
Dr. Beattie, whofe former works 
have been fo well received, has a- 
gain appeared before the public, in 
a volume of ** Diflertations Moral 
and Critical.” The fubjects are 
memory and imagination, dream- 
ing, the theory of language, fable 
and romance, the attachments of 
kindred, and fublimity. The dif- 
fertation on memory and imagina- 
tion, which igcludes nearly a third 
part of the work, contains many 
important remarks and ingenious 
difcutlions. In what the Doétor 
fays upon the faculties of brutes, 
we do not think him peculiarly 
happy. With regard to an extra- 
ordinary flory, which he relates 
concerning a dog, his manner of 
accounting for the fact is not at all 
philofophical, The cflay on dream- 
ing is the original from which the 
papers on that fubject are taken, 
which are inferted in the periodical 
publication entitled ** The Mir- 
ror.” The treatife on the theory 
of language, which takes up confi- 
derably more than another third 
of the volume, is divided into two 
parts ; the firft treating on the ori- 
gin and general nature of tpeech, 
and the fecond on univerfal gram. 
mar. This is a very judicious and 
excellent performance, with reipect 
to 
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to which we are clearly of opinion, 
that it ought to have Beer printed 
in a feparate and commodious form, 
for the ufe of feminaries of educa- 
tion. In the differration on fable and 
romance, Dr. Beaitie has entered in- 
to the confideration of the feudal 
principles and manners, a topic that 
is always agreeable, even when no- 
thing very new can be offered con- 
cerning it; and which our author 
has enlivened by various pertinent 
reflections and illuftrations. In the 
Difcourfe on the Attachments of 
Kindred, the Doctor confiders, whe- 
ther it is according to nature, that 
the married perfons fhould be only 
two, one man and one woman ; whe- 
ther the matrimonial union thould 
laft through the whole of life; and 
whether the rearing and educating 
of children fliould be left to the pa- 
rents, or provided for by the public, 
Under the laft head, be fully con- 
futes onc of Plato’s fanciful theories. 
The * Illuftrations on Sublimity,” 
afford ample teftimony of Dr. 
Beatie’s good fenfe, and of the 
juftnefs and elegance of his taffe. 
Mr. Richardfon, profeiior of Hu- 
manity in the univerfity of Glafgow, 
who a few years fince diftinguifhed 
himfelf by A Philofophical Ana- 
lyfis, and Tiluftration of fome of 
Shakefpeare’s remarkable Charac- 
ters,” hath again appeared in the 
fame walk of criticifm. He has 
now favoured the public with ** Ef- 
fays on Shakefpeare’s Dramatic Cha- 
raters of Richard the Third, King 
Lear, and Timon of Athens ;” to 
which are added, an “ Effay on 
the Faults of Shakefpeare, and ad- 
ditional Obfervations on the Cha- 
racter of Hamlet.” Whilft we 
greatly admired, in general, his 
former publication, we thought that 
the affectation of philofophical: re- 
finement was fometimes carricd to 
an excefs. We have not this fault 
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to find with the performance before 
us, which, whilft it is more naty. 
ral and fimple than the precedin 
one, 1s equally ingenious and ele. 
gant. Every man of tafte, and 
every lover of Shakipeare, will be 
pleafed with Mr, Richardfon’s acute 
and mafterly obfervations on the 
firft of all dramatic poets, 

The_ “© Remarks, critical and 
illuftrative, on the Text and Notes 
of the laft Edition of Shak{peare,” 
come from the formidable hand 
which attacked, with fo much fe. 
verity, Mr. Warton’s Hiftory of 
Poetry. The work before us is 
written with the fame ability, the 
fame knowledge of Englih fitera- 
ture, and the fame malignity of cri- 
ticifm. If Dr. Jobnfia or Mr, 
Steevens had committed murder, 
they could fearcely have been worfe 
treated ; and all for fome real or 
apprehended miftakes in their inter- 
pretations of Shakfpeare. Perhaps 
this author, if he were friG 
{crutinized, would not be found to- 
tally exempt from error. He has 
ftrangely introduced, in the prefent 
performance, a moft illiberal re- 
fiection on the Chriftian religion, 
and hath made obfervations which 
manifeit his attachment to the 
Stuarts, and his hofftility to the Re- 
volution. Thefe things, if they 
had not in themfelves been highly 
offenfive and unjuftifiable, are cer- 
tainly brought in with great impro- 
priety. Whilft we have hence tuch 
itrong reafons for finding fault with 
our author, we mutt, at the fame 
time, acknowledge, that his remarks 
are often uncommonly ingenious, 
and that many of them feem to be 
well founded. When he publifhes 
his promifed edition of Shakfpeare, 
we fhall fee how far he will himfelf 
be immaculate, It gives us plea- 
fure to acquaint our readers, that, 
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fion to do juftice to the ingenuity 
of this writer, without having any 
caufe to ceniure his ferocity. 

Mr. Capell’s ** Notes and various 
Readings of Shakfpeare; together 
with the School of Shakfpeare,” 
conttitute a very large publication, 
contifting of no lef than three quar- 
tovolumes. Itis the production of 
2 man who is well known to have 
fpent his life upon Shakfpeare. 
‘The time and pains employed by 
Mr. Capell upon this favourite ob- 
ject, are, indeed, fcarcely to be 

aralleled in the hiftory of literature. 
Vith regard to the prefent multi- 
farious work, it will not be fu 
pofed that we have been able to go 
through it; and therefore we can- 
not fpeak of it with full maturity 
of judgment. It has evidently been 
the bufinefs of the author to collect 
together, with indefatigable dili- 
gence, and aftonifhing minutenefs, 
whatever can contribute to a due 
uoderftanding of the writings of 
Shakfpeare, or to throw light on the 
hiftory of his life. That this per- 
formance contains a vaft variety, of 
matter, fome of it very ufeful and 
valuable, cannot, we fuppofe, be 
denied ; and notwithftanding the an- 
tique and pedantic mode of Mr. 
Capell’s compofition, perhaps thefe 
his labours may meet with a better 
reccption after his death that thofe 
had the good fortune to experience, 
which he publithed himfelt. 

The fecond volume of ‘* Select 
Scotch Ballads,” may be confidered 
as a fupplement to the Tragic Bal- 
Jads which were publifhed in 1781. 
The prefent collection is of the co- 
mic kind, and the editor hath pre- 
fixed to ita differtation on this {pe- 
cies of poetry, which he divides in- 
to the paftoral, the amatory, the 
ludicrous, apd the convivial. To 
what he a&vunces in general, we do 
got object ; but he has taken occa- 
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fion to make a reflection on female 
literature, which is peculiarly maligs 
nant, and in our opinion altogether 
unjuft. The judgment which Ke 
paties on Offian, if the author be a’ 
North Britith critic, is'vety curious ; 
for he afcribes much more to the 
invention of .Mr. a than 
is common in Scotland. 

The {tri€turesupon Dr. Johnfon’s 
Lives of the Poets, have not yet 
ceafed. A new antagonift hath 
{tarted up againtt the do¢tor, in the 
perfon of Mr. Potter, the tran{lator 
of A8ichylus and Euripides. This 
gentleman hath publifhed an ‘* In 

uiry into fome Paffages in Dr. 
Jobnfon's Lives of the Poets; par- 
ticularly his Obfervations on Lyric 
Poetry, and the Odes of Gray.” 
Though we concur, for the moft 
part, in fentiment with Mr, Potter, 
we do not approve of the feverity 
with which he has treated the ve- 
nerable poetical bioytapher. 

«* A Criticifm on the Elegy writ 
ten in a Country Churchyard; be- 
ing a Continuation of Dr, J———n’s 
Criticifm on the Poems of Gray,” 
is another attack upon the doctor 
in an ironical form, Affuming the 
character, manner, and ftyle of 
Dr. Johnfon, the author goes 
through the different ftanzas of the 
Elegy, and affects to find the fame 
kind of faults in it which the bio+ 
y pher had difcerned in Mr. 
‘Lray’s Odes. The evident inten- 
tion of the publication is to ex- 
pofe the futility and injuftice of 
the doctor’s cenfures; and the iro- 
ny, though, perhaps, fometimes too 
much concealed, is not, upon the 
whole, ill conduéted. 

A gleaning of two hath been left 
of the Chattertonian Controverfy: 
Mr. Matthias’s ** Effay on the Evie 
dence, external and internal, relating 
to the Poems attributed to Thomas 
Rowley,” is a perfpicuous, candid, 
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and difpaffionate performance. The 
author tairly ftates,: with fome de- 
gree of formality, the arguments on 
both fides, and gives, upon the 
whole, the preterence to thofe which 
maintain the authenticity and anti- 
quity of the Pocms. We muft con- 
fefs that thefe reafonings did not 
make the fame impreffion upon our 
minds. 

‘¢ The genuine copy of a Letter 
found lately near Strawberry-hill, 
Twickenham,” endeavours to fup- 
port by fatire and ridicule what Mr. 
Matthias has defended by grave ar- 
gument. ‘The efforts of both thefe 
writers will bein vain. ‘The voice 
of the public is againft them, and 
it will not eafily be changed. 

The Abbé de Mably’s “ Two 
Dialogues concerning the Manner of 
writing Hiflory,” deferve great 
commendation, as a fpirited and 
valuable piece of criticifm., ‘The 
previous knowledge recommended 
by him, and the found principles 
on which he would have the hitto- 
rian to build his labours and his 
fame, are excellently difplayeds We 
entiiely agree with him, hkewife, in 
his ardent admiration of the an- 
cients. What he hath advanced ia 
vindication of the fpeeches which 
occur in the Greek and Latin hif- 
torians is uncommonly forcible, and 
he hath almo{t made us converts to 
his opinion. Still, however, it 
muft be a matter of doubt whether 
fuch ipeeches, notwithftanding all 
the advantages that attend them, 
can be admitted into modern 
hiltory, confiflently with that ftriat 
fidelity of narration which is now 
juitly expected. Whilit weadmire 
the Abbe de Mably in moit refpects, 
there are Certain points with regard 
to which we differ from him in fen- 
timent. He writes with too much 
prejudice againit fome of the beit 
ef the modern. hiftorians. In his 
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cenfures of Dr. Robertfon we do by 
no means concur ; and his condem-’ 
nation of Mr. Gibbon, when he had 
only read a few extracts from him 
in fome literary journal, is wholly 
unjuttifiable. However, though the 
Abbé is not entirely free from ex- 
travagances and from errors, we 
muft in general, highly applaud the 
maxims he recommends to the 
writers of hiitory, and the manner 
in which he directs their works to 
compofed. 

Few of our readers, that live in 
London, are unacquainted with the 
fix large pictures which have been 
painted by Mr. Barry, for the great 
room of the Society of Arts, Manu- 
factures, and Commerce. Thefe 
pictures, though not quite finifhed, 
were firft exhibited in 1783: upon 
which occafion Mr. Barry publithed 
an account of them, containing a 
full hiftory of the whole feries, and 
introducing many admirable re- 
marks, and hold flrokes, relative to 
the art of painting. The work par- 
takes of the fpirit of the author, 
who, in his profeffion, 1s one of the 
firtt geniufes of the age, with a fin- 
gular and eccentric turn of mind. 
The book, as might be expected 
from fuch a man, is unequally writ- 
ten; and it has fome grammatical 
faults, which the pen of any litera- 
ry triend might eafily have correct- 
ed. We could have wifhed, alfo, 
that he had referved for another 
place his complaints of perfonal ill 
ufaze. Thefe defects, however, do 
not prevent his treatile from being 
a copious fund of inftruélion and 
entertainment. — 

Sir Jofhua Reynolds conducts 
himfelf, in whatever relates to his 
profeiion, or to his appearance in 
the world as an author, with much: 
fuperior difcretion and judgment. 
His writings are a model of chatte 
and elegant compofitién. How 
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excellent the difcourfes are that have 
been read by him at the Royal 
Academy, is well known from the 
volume which is in the hands of the 
public. The ‘ Difcourfe deliver- 
ed to the Students of the Royal 
Academy, on the Diitribution of 
the Prizes,” on the roth of De- 
cember, 17382, is entitled to equal 
praife. The prefident admirably 
points out the objects to which the 
young men ought to direct their 
principal attention, and endeavours 
to excite In thema noble emulation, 
and unremiited. diligence, in the 
profecution of the ftudiesto which 
they are devoted, 

We mutt not forget, upon this 
occalion, the annotations which fir 
Jofhua Reynolds has annexed to Mr. 
Mafon’s Tranflation ‘of Frefnoy’s 
Art of Painting. Thefe notes add 
an eminent ornament to the work, 
and refle& new luftre on fir Jofhua’s 
reputation. 


The mention of Frefnoy affords 
us a natural introduction to our ac- 
count of the poetry of the year, 
Mr. Mafon, in bis tranflation into 
Englith verfe, of this Author’s art of 
Painting, has conferred a frefh obli- 
gation on the poetical world. ‘The 
verfion was begun by Mr. Mafon in 
very early youth, and finifhed many 
years ago ; but ithas been accurate- 
ly revifed, and received all the per- 
fection which the nature of the poem 
can admit. It is not much as a 
pott of imagination that Frefnoy 
fhines: his prime excellence is his 
judicious and elegant delineation of 
the principles and rules of painting. 
Tt was not, therefore, in Mr. Ma- 
fon’s power, confiftently with fide- 
lity, to add a fplendour tothe work 
which was not in the original. 

Our great modern poet, Mr. 
Hayley, did not in 1783 favour the 


world with any publication. But 
though he did not publifh, he 
printed, and diftributed among & 
few friends, an ** Ode to Mr. 
Wright of Derby.” This ode, 
like Mr. Hayley’s other pieces, is 
uncommonly beautiful. He calls 
upon the painter to celebrate, with 
his pencil, the burning ot ehe Spas 
nifh vefléls at the fiege of Gibraltar, 
At the conclufion, the poet finely 
touches upon the ill ufage which 
Mr. Wright has received from the 
Royal Academy. When will the 
artifts ceafe to diferace themfelves 
by their paltry pailions ? 

Now we are fpeaking of odes, 
we muft not omt one upon the 
peace, for which the public is in- 
debted to Mifs Helen Williams, au- 
thor of the elegant and pathetic le- 
gendary tale, Edwin and Eleruda, 
The reftoration of peace was a pro- 
per fubjeé&t for the Mufe, though 
being a political event, it was 
fearcely popular enough to excite 
much attention. Mifs Williams’s 
Ode upon it has not detraéted from, 
but added to her reputation. The 
thoughts are well adapted to the 
occafion, the images truly poetical, 
the verifification fweetly harmoni- 
ous, and, towards the conclufion, 
where the author defcribes the ad- 
vancement of art and fcience, fhe 
rifes to no fmall degree of fub- 
limity. 

The longeft original poem of the 
year we believe to be Mr. Pye’s 
‘© Protrefs of Refinement.” It is, 
in fact, a hiltory of the procedure 
of the human mind, in manners, 
learning, and taite, from the firit 
dawnings of cultivated life to the 
prefent day. ‘Ihe poem di/playa, 
the great knowledge of the author, 
the elegance of his genius, and the 
foundnefs of his judgment. His 
defcriptions ar¢ juft and beauutul, 
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and his verfification corre¢t, po- 
lifhed, and harmonious. Mr, Pye 
does not feem to poffefs that ardour 
of poetical fancy, which would 
carry him to the higheft degrees of 
elevation ; but, though not often 
fublime, he is always elegant, pleaf- 
ing, and inftructive. 

** Aurelia, or the Conteft; an 
heroi-comic Poem, in four Cantos, 
by the author of Modern Manners,” 
deferves to be mentioned with di- 
ftinétion. If, after the Rape of the 
Lock, it cannot be entitled to the 
praife of perfect originality, it is, 
neverthelefs, worthy of high com- 
mendation. The writer poffefles 
the powers of invention, and dif- 
plays great ftrength of fancy and of 
humour. His defcriptions are live- 
ty, and his verfification eafy and 
elegant. The follies and foibles of 
modern beauties are chaftifed b 
that juft, but gentle, hand of fatire 
which is calculated to correct, and 
not to irritate. We hope for confi- 
derable things in future from this 
young poet. 

The * Sonnets to eminent Men” 
come from a gentleman who excels 
an this agreeable fpecies of poetry, 
and whofe talents, we believe, are 
of amore extended nature. It gives 
us pleafure to fee poetical praife 
thus happily confecrated to the in- 
terefts of yenius, learning, liberty, 
and virtue. The perfons celebrated 
are, fir William Jones; Mr. Hay- 
ley; Mr. Thomas Warton; Dr. 
Watfon, bifhop of Landaff; Dr. 
Thurlow, bihop of Lincoln ; and 
the duke of Richmond. An ode 
is added to the earl of Effingham ; 
another diftinguifhed friend to the 
rights of mankind, 

From the title of Mr. Crabbe’s 
poem, called ** The Village,” many 
might be led to expect, that, like 
other poets, he paines the beauties 
of the couutry, and the happirefs 
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ofa rural life. But the defign of 
the author is fo very different thag 
his work may be juttly denominated 
anti-paftoral, It is his dire& inten 
tion todifplay the miferies to which 
villagers are expofed; and in the 


_ execution of this purpofe he ma- 


nifeits no fmall powers of deicrip- 
tions Mr. Crabbe’s view, in hold- 
ing out the diftreflés of the labour. 
ing poor, is to awaken the feelin 
of compatiion, and to call forth the 
exertions of benevolence, in their 
favour. 

In our hiftory of the Domeftir 
Literature of the year, we have in. 
fenfibly flided fo far beyond our due 
bounds, that we mutt only mentioa 
the titles of fome poetical produce 
tions, which would otherwife merit a 
greater degree of diltin¢tion, The 
ingenious writers will, we truft, ex- 
cufe us, as our conduét is not the re« 
fault of choice, but of neceffity. 
The publications we refer to, are, 
“ Verbeia, or Wharfdale;” Mrs. Ma- 
dan’s ** Progrefs of Poctry ;” Mr. 
Holcroft’s ** Human Happinefs, or 
the Sceptic ;”” MifsChilcot’s “Tales 
and Poems ;” Peter Pindar’s‘** More 
Lyric Odes ;*» Duncan’s ** Moral 
Hints to the rifing Generation ;” 
Tatker’s ** Annus Mirabilis ;” 
Coombe’s * Peafant of Auburn ;” 
‘6 The Cumbrian Feitival ;” Irwin’s 
*¢ Occafional Epiftles ;” ** Poems, 
by a native of the Weft Indies ;” 
the ‘* Difbanded Subaltern;” and 
the ** Ode toa Friend.” 

With refpeét to poetical , tranfla- 
tions, we have already mentioned. 
thofe which have been publifhed by: 
Potter, Coiman, and Mafon. But 
there isone yet unfpoken of, which 
is entitled to the higheft regard. 
This is Mr. Hoole’s verfion of An: 
ofto’s Orlando Furiofo. A fpeci- 
men of the work was given by our 
ingenious tranflator fome years ago, 
buthe hasnow completed the whole; 
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and, in fo doing, he has made a 
‘moft valuable prefent to the world 
of genius, tafte, and polite litera- 
ture. As far as we are capable of 
judging upon the fubjedt, the exe- 
cution is excellent; and, through 
the courfe of five volumes, there is 
feldom reafon to difapprove of the 
verfification. An undertaking fo 
large and extenfive mutt have been 
attended with many difficulties; oz 
which account fuch an able and fuc- 
cefsful accomplifhment of it de- 
mands a greater proportion of ap- 
plaufe. Thofe who are not capable 
of perufing the original cannot be 
fufficiently thankful to Mr. Hoole, 
for furnifhing them with fo various, 
delightful, and fublime an enter- 
tainment. Ariofto has, no doubt, 
his extravagancies and his faults ; 
but thefe are loft in his excellencies, 
and will be difregarded by every 
reader who has imagination and 
tafte enough to be open to the im- 
preffion of the nobler beauties of 
compofition. Such a poct carries 
us out of ourfelves, and tran[ports 
us with a pleafure which the frigid 
hand of criticifm cannot damp. We 
have now ccafed to wonder that the 
Italians prefer Ariofto to Taflo, 
though the latter is more uniformly 
perfe&. They are both of them 
poets of the firft magnitude, and 
fully evince the truth of Dr. Hurd’s 
opinion, that the feudal cuftoms, 
the manners of chivalry, and the 
enchantments of the old romance, 
are admirably adapted to the high- 
eft kinds of very & 

«¢ The poetical Remains of James 
the Firft, king of Scotland,” in 
confequence, we fuppofe, of their 
not being much advertifed in this 
gountry, efcaped our notice till we 
had written thus far. We have them 
now in our hands; and can inform 
eur readers, that they confit of two 
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poems. The firft, which was never 
before publifhed, and which the 
editor has divided into fix cauitos is 
a very long onc, and is entitled, 
*¢ The King’s Quair.” The other 
is the famous * Chriflis Kirk of the 
Grene.” It is well known that 
Chrift’s Kirk of the Green hath 
ufually been afcribed to James the 
Fifth ; but our editor contends, 
with great force of reafon and argu- 
ment, that it was written by James 
the Firft. ‘The hiftorical and criti- 
cal diflertation’on the life and writ- 
ings of this lait prince, which is 
prefixed tothe poems, and is ve 
wellcompofed, contains much curi- 
ous information. The fame may with 
great truth be afferted concernin 
the differtation, at the end of the 
volume, on the Scottifh mufic, and 
the ancient Scottif fongs. The 
poems now printed we have not had 
time to examine with that attention 
which can enable us to give a de- 
cided opinion concerning their 
merit. 


With regard to the dramatic pro- 
ductions which have been brought 
upon the flage during the courfe of 
the year, we fhall, as we have hi- 
thertodone, content ourfelves with 
barely announcing them to our 
readers. The only tragedy exhi- 
bited in 1783, was Mr. Cumber- 
land’s ‘** Mytterious Hufband.” 
The comedies were, The Capri- 
cious Lady,” altered by Mr. Cooke, 
from Beaumont and Fletcher's 
Scornful Lady ; ‘* The School for 
Vanity,”’ by Mr, Pratt; ** A Bold 
Stroke for a Hufband,” by Mrs, 
Cowley; ‘* A Friend in Need is a 
Friend indeed,”’*by Meffrs. Andrews 
and O’Bryen; “ The Young Qua- 
ker,” by Mr.O’Keefe; and ‘* More 
Ways than One,” by Mrs. Cowley. 
In the mufical line, have been per- 
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formed, ** Gretna Green,” by 
Mr. Stewart; ** The Metamor- 
phofis,’” a comic opera ; and ** The 
Maid’s the Mittrefs,”? a burletta. 
The farces of the year were ** The 
Adventures of a Night;” “ The 
Spanith Barber,”’ from Beaumont 
and Fletcher; and ** The Receipt 
Tax,” by Mr. Dent; to which 
may beadded, two after pieces, ** The 
Shamrock,” by Mr. O’Keeffe;” 
and ** ‘Triflram Shandy,” by 
Mr. M'Nally. ‘* The Rival 
Koights,” adramatic romance, and 
a dramatic piece, entitled ** The 
Prince of Arragon,” will, we ap- 
prehend, complete the catalogue 
ot new ftage-exhibitions in 1733, 
pantomiines excepted. 

Two or three plays, which we 
fhall briefly mention, have been 

rinted, but mot aéted. Ben 
Fohnfon's *¢ Sad Shepherd,” which 
was Only carried on to about the 
middle of the third aét, has been 
republifhed, with a continuation, 
notes, and appendix. ‘* Runna- 
mede,” a tragedy, was intended, 
we fuppofe, for the theatre; but 
the author, having probably not 
been fortunate enough to get it re- 
prefented, hath thought proper to 
commit it the prefs. Many infe- 
rior pieces have, we are certain, been 
received by our theatrical mana- 
gers. We have read this tragedy 
with pleafure; but cannot pretend 
to fay whether it would have been 
likely to fucceed upon the flage. 
Agreeably to the fubject, the fenti- 
ments of liberty which this perfor- 
mance breathes are noble; and the 
Janguage of it unites fimplicity, 
elecance, and dignity. That the 
love plot, which however is inter- 
efiing, takes up too great a propor- 
of the * Runamede,’’ may _poffi- 
bly be the objection of fome critics. 

© ‘The Father’s Revenge,” a tra- 


gedy, by the Earl of Carlifle, has 
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been printed, and circulated among 
the friends of the noble writer, 


Not having feen it, we cannot ap- 


preciate its character and merit, 


As to the various preduétions of 
the year which clafs under the head 
of mifcellaneous publications, our 
limits will only permit us to menti- 
on a part of them; and that part 
muft neceflarily confit of thofe 
which have fallen under our imme- 
diate obfervation. If any other 
Treatifes, which are more worthy 
to be diftinguifhed, fhould- be omit- 
ted by us, that omiiffion will not be 
owing to any difrefpeét to the wri- 
ters, but to imperfect information ; 
and the information of any fingle 
man, however multifarious _ his 
reading, or vigilant his infpection, 
will in fome degree be incomplete. 

There was fcarcely any work 
that had fo rapid a fale, or which 
excited fo much attention for a 
time, as the Bifhop of Landaft’s 
‘« Letter to his Grace the Arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury.”’ This Let- 
ter, from the manly and _ liberal 
fpirit with which it is written, and 
from the defiga it has in view, re- 
fiects great honour on the right re- 
verend author. Dr. Watfon con- 
fines his addrefs to twopropofals ; the 
firft of which regards the revenues 
of the bifhops, and the other thofe 
of the inferior clergy. The bi- 
fhopricks he propofes, as the richer 
ones become vacant, to render more 
equal to cach other; and he withes 
to increafe the provifion for the in- 
ferior clergy, by appropriating to 
that purpofe, in cafes of vacancy, 
a definite part of the wealthy dea- 
neries, prebends, and canonries. 
Thefe two fchemes are enforced, 
by the excellent and learned prelate, 
with great ftrength of reafon and 
language, with a laudable zeal for 
the independence of the — 

; orcer, 
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order, and with a warm feeling of 
humanity for his brethren of a low- 
sr rank in the church of England. 

Whoever propofes any degree of 
reform, and efpecially in ecclefiafti- 
cal matters, is fure of raifing a 
number of antagonifts. The bithop 
of Landaff was attacked from various 

uarters, with different degrees of 
ability; and he found one or two 
ardent defenders. Amongft Dr. 
Watlon’s opponents, the letter to 
him, by a country curate, was nbt 
the production of an inconfiderable 
pen. ‘The writer was probably of 
a fuperior rank to that of a curate ; 
or, at leaft, might have good reafon 
to hope for a higher ftation. Mr. 
Cumberland thought proper to in- 
terfere in this controverfy, in oppo- 
fition to the worthy prelate. Being 
the fon ofa bifhop, he might be wil- 
ling to thew his zeal for the honour 
of the church, as itis at prefent 
con{tituted. However, if he had 
confined himfelf within his own walk 
of literature, which is that of writ- 
ing fentimental plays, he would 
have better confulted his repu- 
tation. 

The * Thirty Letters on various 
Subjects,” afcribed to Mr. Jackfon 
of Exeter, come from aman who 
thinks for himiclf, The effays are 
written in a very lively manner, 
and the fentiments are frequently 
original ; but whether they are al- 
ways as juftas they are new, fevere 
critics may be permitted to doubs. 
In his condemnation of catches and 
gices we entirely concur with him: 
and we are not a litile pleafed with 
his endeavours to refcue honett 

uarles from contemptand oblivion. 

Mr. Tytler, in his ‘* Plan and 
Outlines of a Courfe of Lectures 
on Univerfal Hiftory, Ancient and 
Modern, delivered in the Univertli- 
ty of Edinburgh,” mentions , two 


ysethods adopted by profeffors, in 
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confidering the fubjeét. One is 

that of arranging events im the strict 
chronological order; and the other, 
giving a feries of political difquifi- 
tions, illuftrated by hifturical exam- 
ples. Qur author propofes to hold 
a middle courfe -between the two 
fchemes ; and to * endeavour, by 
** remedying the inyperfection of 
** each, to unite, if “poifible, the 
** advantages of both.” If Mr, 
Tytler’s plan fhould be- fo far defect- 
ive, that it may omit fome events 
which ought not to be forgotten in 
a courfe of lectures on hittory, it 
affords fcope, at the fame time, for 
a great variety of inftructive and 
important obiervations and difcuf- 


fions. 


Dr. Hey’s * Differtation on the 
Pernicious Effects of Gaming,”’ was 
the refulcof a prize propofed, at 
the univerfity of Cambridge, for 
the beft difcourfe upon the fubject. 
The premium was adjudged to the 
Doétor, and we doubt not but that 
he fully deferved the dittinétion. 
The evil confequences of the vice 
which is the obje& of his confide- 
ration, are flrongly difplayed in 
every point of view: but when will 
the gameiler, attend to the voice of 
reafon, juitice, and humanity ? 

‘© The Herald of Literature, or, 
a Review of the moft confiderable 
Publications that will be made in 
the courfe of the enfuing Winter, 
with Extracts,” was a_ pleafant 
pamphlet, of the nature ef Mr. 
Tickell’s Anticipation, though ap- 
plied to a different object. In the 
preface, the inconfittencies of the 
Reviews, in one or two ftriking in- 
ftances, are difplayed with humour, 
The robe works of which an 
anticipated account are here given, 
are, Robertfon’s Continuation of 
the Hittory of America; Gibbon’s 
of the Decline of the Roman Em- 
pire; a novel, by the author of the 
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Modern Anecdote; a novel, by the 
author of Cecilia and Evelina; the 
Peafant of Bilidulgerid, a Tale; an 
Effay on Novel, in three epiftles, 
from Mr. Hayley to Lady Craven ; 
Inkle and Yarico, a poem, by Dr. 
Beattie; the Alchymitt, alcered by 
Mr. Sheridah; Reflections on the 
prefent State of the United States 
of America, by Mr. Payne; anda 
Speech of Mr. Burke’s, The man- 
ner of the reviewers, and the ftyle 
of the writers, from whom ficti- 
tious extraéts are given, are, in gene- 
ral, well fuftained. This is parti- 
¢ularly the cafe with refpect to Ro- 
bertfon, Gibbon, Sheridan, and 
Beattie. In one or two inftances, 
and efpecially with regard to Hayley, 
the Herald of Literature is nor, in 
Our opinion equally happy: neither 
do we always concur with him 
where he intends tq be fatirical. 
Dr. Andrews’s *“* Remarks on 
the French and Englith Ladies, in a 
Series of Letters”, come from a 
gentleman who being intimately ac- 
quainted with both countries, is 
well qualified to judge upon the 
fubjeft. Accordingly, the differ- 
ent characters, difpofitions, and 
modes of the women of France and 
England are, in this work, accu- 
rately difcriminated, and fully de- 
fcribed. Various anecdotes are in- 
terfperfed, which ferve to enliven 
the book, and render it more inter- 
efting. If we have any fault to 
find with Dr. Andrews, it is that he 
has purfued the matter too far. 
Before we got to the end of the 
book we began to be weary; and 
could have wifhed that the ingeni- 
ous author had brought his obferva- 
tions into a narrower compafs. — 
The ** Effay on Landfcape Paint- 
ing, with Remarks, General and 
Critical, on the different Schools 
and Matters, ancient and mo- 
¢ern,” should rather have been 


DOMESTIC LITERATURE. 


mentioned when we were f{peakin 
of Mr. Barry and Sir Jofhua Reye 
nolds. It 1s not, however, too 
late to do juftice to the work, The 
writer evidently @ppears to have 
paid great attention to the fubjeé, 
and perhaps he is himfelf-an inge. 
nious artiit. His propofition Re 
forming an Englith fchool of land- 
fcape painting, manifefts his zeal 
for the art, and is highly deferving 
of public encouragement. 

*¢ The mifcellaneous Works, in 
verfe and profe, of Gorges Edmond 
Howard Eta. are the productions 
of a fingular man, of the Kingdom 
of Ireland, whofe inclination carri- 
ed him vehemently to writing, 
when he fhould have applied him. . 
felf to his bufinets as an attorney, 
So ftrong has been the cacoethes feri- 
bendi upon him, that nothing could 
reftrain it; and he has been the au- 
thor of four volumes in quarto, and 
eleven in octavo, With regard to 
the books now publifhed, the con- 
tents are very various. and feldom 
rife above mediocrity. Mr. How- 
ard’s dramatic coinpofitions are more 
entitled to praife than any other of 
his poetical performances. | 

Mr. Linguet’s ‘* Memoirs of the 
Baflile” throw frefl light on the 
nature and management of that hor- 
rid prifon. The author relates his 
fufferings with that ardent fenfibility 
which tends to awaken the ftrongeft 
feeling of compaffion and indigna- 
tion. Publicatiens of this kind have 
great utility in expofing the enormi+ 
ties of arbitrary power. 

As Roffeau’s Confeflions were 
mentioned by us in our department 
of foreign literature for the lait year, 
it is needlefs to fay any thing of the 
tranflation of them, which has ap- 

red in our own language. An 
Englith verfion hath alfo been pub- 
lifhed of his ** Emilius and Sos 
phia.” | r 


Madame 

















DOMESTIC LITERATURE, 


Madame de Genlis’s ** Adelaide 


and Theodore, or Letters on Edu- 


cation” afford an additional proof, 


to thofe fhe had -before exhibited, 


of her cxtreme attention to this 
moft important fubjeé&t. Allowing 
for fome difference between the 
manners and cuitoms ef Fiance and 
our own country, the prefent work 
will be found to be highly inftruct- 
ive; and the narrative, in which¢the 
plan of education is comprized, 
gives to the work the form of an a- 
greeable romance, pant is con- 
veying the principles and precepts 
wake: foundet weibdorn. a 

The ** Man of the Moon, or 
Trayels into the Lunar Regions, 
by the Man of the People,” is an 
eccentric compotition. Mr. Char- 
les Fox is the hero of the piece. 
The fatire is not, however, confin- 
ed to that gentleman alone, but 
takes in a variety of perfons and 
objects. If the author, who is 
a man of a vigorous fancy and a 
ftrong mind, had written with lefs 
rapidity, he would probably have 
fubjetted his imagination to a great- 
er degree of controul, 

With regard to the Romances of 
the year, the moft confiderable, or, 
at leaft, the moit confiderable that 
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we have fecn, are Algarotti’s ** Mo- 
dern Art of Love;” Milfs Lee's 
* Recefs ;” The “ Woman of 
Letters ;" and the * Memoirs of 
the Manftein Family.” 

There is one performance, which, 
thouvh of a fictitious nature, mutt 
a ranked with common novels, 
and which is entitled to peculiar dif- 
tinction. We mean the “ Hittory 
of Sandford and Merton,” a book 
intended for the ule of children, 
but which will be read with pleafure 
by perfons of mature life, and of 
the moft enlarged underftandings. 
The preient volume is only th> be~ 
ginning of a work, in which, under 
the narrative of the methad purfued 
in forming the minds and manners 
of two boys, a courfe of education is 
defigned to be exhibited, So far 
as the hiftory is already carried on 
it is admirably executed, and it pro- 
mifes hereafter a rich fund of infiruc- 
tion and entertainment. When fi- 
nifhed, it will difplay what Mr. 
Brooke, had in view iv his Fool of 
Quality, but with infinitely fuperi- 
or judgment: for the writer of 
Sandford and Merton joins to his o- 
ther good qualities the moft rational 
and hberal feniiments with refpegt 
to region and morality. 
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FOREIGN LITERATURE 


Of the Year 1783. 





N writing the Hiftory of the 

Domettic Literature of the Year, 
it has been our aim to afford fuch 
an extenfive view of it, as not de- 
fignedly to leave any very important 
publication unnoticed. This is a- 
greeable to the nature of the pre- 
“fent work, which has our own 
country for its immediate object ; 
and which, therefore, ought to be 
as full as poflible in whatever relates 
‘to Great Britain. But with regard 
to foreign matters, and efpecially 
with refpecét to foreign literature, 
our plan obliges us to be more con- 
cife, fince otherwife we fhould be 
carried beyondall reafonable bounds. 
Betides, there are many books, the 
knowledge of which mutt neceflarily 
be confined to the refpective na- 
tions wherein they are produced ; 
fuch, for inttance, as are written in 
the Ruffian, Swedifh, Danifh, Ger- 
man, and Dutch tongues. Even 
with relation to works that are com- 
poled in languages better known, it 
is not always eaty to obtain a fpeedy 
acquaintance with them; it being 
frequently a confiderable time be- 
fore either the works themfelves, or 
the literary journals in which they 
are announced or criticifed, make 
their way into England. However, 
with fuch affittances as we have had 
an opportunity of receiving, we 


fhall give a {hort reprefentation of 


the ftate of literature abroad for the 


paft year, and mention fome of the 


capital productions with which the 


public has been favoured. Imper- 
fect as our account may be, it will 
probably be acceptable to thofe 
readers who have not had the ad- 
vantage of fuperior information ; 
and if any little traces of improve- 
ment fhould be difcernible in the 
prefent article, we have the pleafure 
of adding, that there is a profpect 
before us of ftill farther improve- 
ment, in the future profecution of 
our undertaking. 

To give this part of our work 
fome degree of variety, and a cer- 
tain kind of order, we fhall proceed 
in the courfe of the different coun- 
tries of Europe ; in doing which we 
fhall begin with Ruffia. The ftate 
of learning in this empire, though 
improving, muft neceffarily, from 
a variety of caufes, be comparative. 
ly flow in its progrefs. Neverthe- 
leis, under the patronage of the 
reigning emprefs, and by the united 
efforts of the univerfity of Mofcow, 
and the Imperial Academy of Set- 
ences at Peterfourg, advances are 
making in knowledge, and will, we 
doubt not, continue to be made. It 
is remarkable that a lady, the 
princeis Dafchow, fhould be placed 
by the emprefs at the head of the 
academy. One good effect of this 
extraordinary appointment has been, 


that fome quarrels which fublifted 
. among 
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among the members, and retarded 
their philofophical fludies and pur- 
fuits, have been fetrled, and a hap- 
py sccommodation produced, The 
reconciliation hath added freth vi- 
gour to the labours of the academi- 
cians, and hath been followed by 
the publication of a volume of their 
Tranfactions for 1779, printed in 
1782, but not brought into England 
tilltheyear after. From the memoirs 
it is evident, that fcience ftridtly fo 
called, is the object of the academy, 
without any mixture of belles lettres 
and philology, which, in feveral in- 
‘ftitutions, are admitted into a con- 
nection with mathematics and na- 
tural philofophy. The contributors 
to the preient volume, are count 
Tuan Gregoriwitzs de Czernifchef, 
M. Georei, M. Euler, M. Lexell, 
the marquis De Condorcet, fecre- 
tary to the Academy of Sciences at 
Paris, M. Inohodfof, M. Kraitzen- 
ftein, M. Lorgna, M. Wolff, M. 
Zouiew, M. Ofenetikowfky, M. 
Pallas, M. Guldenfhaet, and M. 
Fufs. When we look back on the 
many important fcientific papers in 
this collection which came from the 
hand of Mr. Euler, we cannot but 
be fenfible how much the Imperial 
Academy at Peterfourg in particular, 
as well as the learned world in ge- 
neral, muft have had reafon to la- 
ment his lofs. 

The ** Rates of Duties of all the 
Harbours and Cuftoms-houfes in the 
Ruffian empire, excepting thofe of 
Aftracan, Orenburg, and Siberia,” 
compiled by the imperial board of 
trade, and confirmed by her impe- 
rial majefly, if not a very intereft- 
ing publication in a literary view, 
muft be of great importance to the 
merchant, and nota little ufeful to 
the politician. The new rules and 
regulations introduced with regard 
to trade and commeree, will demand 
the attention of ftatefmen in every 
ye . 


country which in this refpe& is con- 
nected with Ruffia. 

‘* The prefent State of Ruffia” 
is a book which has been printed 
both at Peterfburg and Leinke, and 
has appeared in the German and 
French languages. Ir is faid to 
have been originally written in the 
Dutch tongue, by Dr. Van Wow- 
zel, and is reprefeated as containing 
many new obfervations, expreffed 
with a becoming impartiality and 
freedom. We cannot avoid taking 
notice, On this Occalion, how much 
the Ruffian empire has of late years 
been the object of attention among 
men of learning. This hath beea 
manifetted in feveral productions, 
both at home and abroad, In our 
own country, our readers will na- 
turally recollect Mr, Coxe’s Ruffian 
Difcoveries; and in the different 
voluines of the New Annual Re- 
giiter, we have mentioned Mr. 
Tooke’s work, entitled ** Ruffia.” 
Under the Foreign Literature ot the 
lait year, we gave a pro ser teftimony 
of refpeét to M. Lt: vehior i Hiftory 
of Ruflia, and to the valuable la- 
bours of Meflieurs Gmelin, Pallas, 
Gulderttedt, and their affociates. 
Two farther performances relative 
to the fame empire, have appeared 
in 1783. ‘They were publifhed, in- 
deed, in France; but, in order to 
finiih the fubject at once, we fhall 
touch upon them in this place. The 
firit we have in view is M. Le 
Ciere’s ** Natural, Moral, Civil, 
and Political Hiftory of Ancient and 
Modern Ruffia.” ‘This promifes to 
be a much more extentive and im- 
portant work than that of M. 
L’Eve(que, though his was a very 
interefting and ioftructive publica- 
tion. M. Le Clerc, in the two 
quarto volumes already printed, 
hath not gone a great way in the 
execution of his defign. The firtt 
volume is entirely devoted to the 

ancient 
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ancient fiate of Ruffia. The fecond 
profefles to begin its modern hi- 
itory, but can fearcely be faid to do 
fo in itrict propriety of expreflion, 
being wholly employed in prelimi- 
nary difcuflions, which are full of 
information andentertainment. The 
language, literature, arts, govern- 
ment, police, climate, difeafes, fi- 
nances, nobility, and different ranks 
of the Ruffians, all pafs in review 
before M. Le Clere. He afcertains 
the extent of the territories of Ruf- 
fia, marks the limits of the empire, 
enumerates its various provinces, 
and makes fome general reflections 
on the commerce, population, and 
marine of that country. In deli- 
neating its literary hiltory, our in- 
renious author has introduced the 
Vefiern part of Europe to the 
knowledge of a furprifing genius, 
who arote on the dreary courte of 
the White Sea, early in the prefent 
century. The poetic vein of uns 
extraordinary man, whofe name was 
Lomonotof, was accompanied with 
Such an acquaintance with granunar, 
rhetoric, hiitory, natural, philofo- 
yy, and chemiitry, as was calcu- 
mh to aftonifh his uncivilized 
countrymen, ang to excite the won- 
der of more improved nations. As 
a poct, Homer, VPinaar, and Ho- 
race were his guides. His odes are 
fuid to have taught the Ruthans the 
true rules of harmony, and his po- 
em on Peter the Great, the firtt 
canto of which M. Le Clere has 
tranflated, is reprefented as remark- 
able for energy of expreffion and 
waricty of cadence. ‘The other 
performance relative to Ruflia was 
an eflay on the commerce of that 
country, with a hittory of its dif- 
coveries, Of which it may be fut- 
ficient to fay, that it contains a va- 
riety of information. ‘The book is 
written to ferve the purpotes of 
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lrance, and is hoftile to the inte. 
refts of England. 

Of the works that have aétyally 
been publified in Rufiia, the mot 
likely to be fought for by men of 
letters in general is the Eloge of the 
late M. Leonard Euler, The ay. 
thor of it is M. Nicolas Fufs, pro- 
feflor of mathematics, member of 
the Imperial Academy of Sciences 
at Peterfburgh, and one of M, Ey. 
ler’s favourite difciples. M. Euler 
is Well known to have ranked amone 
the firft mathematicians of the age, 
and to have been very eminent for 
his philofophical fcience and difco- 
veries. His private character was 
as amiable as his fcientific chara¢ter 
was great. M. Fufs hath paid an 
excellent tribute of applaufe and re- 
gard to him in both thefe refpects ; 
and he hath added a catalogue of M. 
Euler’s writings, printed and ma- 
nufcripte The catalogue takes up 
fifiy pages. M. Kuler was a liberal 
contributor to feveral of the mott 
emiment literary focietics in Europe. 


In Sweden, a work has appeared, 
admirably adapted to the nature of 
that country, and which is calcu- 
lated to be particularly ufetul. We 
mean the * Efiay on the Hiftory ot 
ion,” by Sueno Rinman, affeflor 
in the royal college of mines, di- 
rector of the forges, and kuight of 
the order of Vafa. Many writers 
have gone before the author on this 
fubject, but none have confidered it 
in fo full and complete a manner, 
The performance confifts of ten 
treatifes, in which nothing relative 
to iron feems to be omitted. A work 
of this kind muft be of eminent im- 
portance, and ought to be trantlated 
into the language of every country 
which is productive of von, or 
where iron manufactures are carried 
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The third volume of Bergman’s 

Opufcula confilts of nine dirferta- 

P tions on chemical fubjects. On the 

merit of them we need not enlarge, 

as the author is known to be one ot 

‘ the firit philofophers of the age, in 

this part of natural fcience. ‘The 

fame gentleman has alfo publithed a 

: chemical Differtation on the Earth 
.of Afbeftus. 

The fecond volume of the ** New 
Memoirs of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences in Sweden,” is divided into 
four parts, relative to the four quar- 
ters of the year. The memoirs 
chiefly relate to fubjeéts of che- 
miftry and natural hittory. In the 
sey ro of the Imperial Academy 

f Peterfburgh, we obferved that 
wi et and allronomy were the 
prime objects of confideration. ‘There 
is a fpirit in literary focieties conge- 
nial to the difpofition and tudies of 
thofe who had a principal concern 
in their original formation and ma- 
nagement. Euler took the lead in 
Ruflia, and Linnxus in Sweden. 
‘The contributors to the prefent vo- 
lume are, Rinman, Odhelius, Bier- 
) kander, Muller, ‘hunberg, Haart- 
! man, Wilcke, Scheele, Bergman, 
‘Tengmalm, Biornlund, — Acrel, 
Bladh, Odmann, Nicander, Hielm, 
Gerhardfon, Faxe, Acharius, Fifcher- 
{trom, Murray, Blom, and Soder- 
bere. 

Now we are fpeaking of Sweden, 
we cannot help mentioning, with 
regret, that the Linnean family, in 
the male branch, is already become 
extinct, by the deceafe of the young 
Linnzus. Some perfons had form- 
ed an unfavourable opinion of this 

ntleman, as if he were never like- 
a to ative to any degree ot 
eminence. It is certain that he 
was not cqual to his great father, 
nor is it probable that he would 
have attained the fame accuracy 
and extent of Knowledge, or have 
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arifen to the fame height of reputa« 
tion. Buta heavy look, which he 
unhappily poffe fled, occafioned hum 
to be thought more meanly of than, 
in fatt, he deferved. We, who 
knew him, have good reafon to be- 
lieve that he had confiderable merit; 
and that, from his large acquaint- 
ance with natural hiflory and bo. 
tany, he would have filled up his 
ftation with diftinguifhed hanour, 


With regard to Denmark, we 
fhall beg leave, from a deficiency of 
materials, to look back bevond the 
year 1783, and to mention the new 
colleétion of the Memoirs of the 
Koyal Society of Sciences in that 
country 5 M,. Sandviy’s papers re- 
lative to the hittory of the fame 
kingdom; and M, Otho Fabricius’s 
Zoology of Greenland. The firit 
public: ition contifts of tw enty-feven 
memonrs, Which fhew that the Danifh 
academicians extend their enquiries 
toa great var) iety of fubjects. M. 

Sandvig’s collection of papers cons 
tains fragments, relations, and ex- 
tra¢ts, hitherto unpub Nifhed, relative 
to gcorr aphy » antiquities, and the 


hiflory of Denmark, during the 
three laft’ centuries. ‘The author 
intends a feparate volume con- 


cerning Norway. M.j Fabriciu:’s 
Zoology, in which are many cir- 
cumttances that have hitherto e- 
fcaped the notice of naturalifts,- is 
the forerunner of a com plete htt tory 
ot Greenland, 

The only work of 1787, in Den- 
mark, that has come to our know- 
ledge, is Brunnichius’s Literatura 
DanicaScientiarum Naturaltum. In 
this work we are prefented, firft, 
with an account, in French, of the 
progrefs of natural hiftory in Den- 
mark and Norway; and fecondly, 
with a Bi bliotheq: 1¢, in Latin, of 


the sscficten in thefe 


countrie: ‘eho 


have treated on the natural {ciences’. 
M. 
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M. Brunnichius’s book ts the firft 
volume of a periodical publication, 
which he intends to courinue, and 
which, as it proceeds, will pro- 
bably demand our future contide- 
ration. 


The United Provinces will pre- 
fent us with a greater number of li- 
terary proc duchions. The Tranf- 
actions of the Batavian Society at 
Rotterdam are principally recom- 
mended by the labours of Dr. Van 
Macum, a very ingenious and learn- 
ed pbyfician at Haarlem, and Dr. 
Ingenhousz, whofe perfon, charac- 
ter, and philofophical experiments 
- well known in England. Dr. 

an Marum’s diflertation obtained 
a gold medal, as the beft difcourte 
on a queltion propoled by the fo- 
cicty ; Which was, to thew by proots, 
that meteors depend upon the ope- 
ration of natural electricity. In 
the folution of the quettion, the au- 
thor has had recourfe to what bec- 
earia, Meilier, Canton, Franklin, 
Hamilton, and Wilcke have ad- 
vanced upon the fubject. The Au- 
rora borealis is explained on the 
principles of x arb A differ- 
tation by Dr. Ingenhoufz, im this 
volume, is on d: * hlogilticat 
and the manner of obtaining it, at wa 
rendering it ufeful in retpiratc n. 
Thofe who have read the doctor’s 
former experiments on fimilar fub- 
jects need ant be told that few men 
are more diligent in philofophical 
purfuits, or more perfpicuous and 
accurate with regard to the meihod 
in which they are related. 

A fecond volume ot MM. Lava- 
ter’s ** Effiy on Phyfiognomy,”’ de- 
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fizned to promote the knowledge 
and love of mankind, hath appear- 
ed atthe Hague. As we mention- 


ed this gentleman under the forcign 


literature of the latt vear, tier i3 
the leis occallon to fay much con 
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cerning him at prefenr. Every ore 
who has looked into his curieus apd 
entertaining work muit be ftruck 
with the ingenuity of the author, 
and ftill more with the cnthufiatin 
that has pofieiied him with ref {pect 
to the art of reading faces, Per. 
haps i it will not be deemed furprif- 
ine that, on fuch a tubject, and 
which has been fo cag erly purfued, 
M. Lavater’s fancy fhould ireque me 
ly outrun his judgment. We have 
feen tew books in which there is g 
greater degree of inequality. Somes 
times the writer is ad: mirably in- 
ftructive, beautiful, and elo: juent ; 
and at other times he is nota little 
obicure, nay if we Were to fa 1V ee , 
furd, we fhould not be ve ry dit tant 
fron the truth., Produétions of this 
extraordinary kind, though they 
may excite a high degree . admi- 
ration, will foon be forgotten. They 
are the meteors of the d: ty, which 
fhine with uncommon fplend our as 


they pafs along, but are quickly 
difperfed. Thote writings alone 


which are built on the uniform fub- 
ftratum of good fenie and found 
judgment, are the writings that 
will fubfitt to the lateft i y 
The prizes given by Mr. Teyler, 
the inftituror of the Theologie: al ty 
ciety at Haarlem, have been pro- 
ductive of fome publications un- 
commonly valuable. We read with 
particular pleafure the diflertations 
on providence, in the fecond vo- 
lume; and the third volume will 
equally gratify the lovers of meta- 
ph yfical nqury. The queltion 
: {¢ - was, ‘* What is it that 


propo i 
conflitutes the moral liberty of 
man? And this being determined, 
What are the proois which thew, 
ith the moft fubit intial evidence, 
that n sa free agent.” Ota 
eat number of difcourfes, in ans 
{wer to this q ion, Wihicn were 
fent to the Society, four were 
judcced 
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judged to be peculiarly worthy of 
public ation. The firit, by profet- 
jor Pap De Fagaras, of Tranfil- 
vania, and the ‘ened by our in- 
genious and learned friend, doctor 
Maclaine of the Hague, obtained 
the firft and fecond prizes. The 
third differtation is by an anony- 
mous wrirer, and the fourth by Mr. 
Vanden Bofch, of Rotterdam. On 
the beaten fubjeét of liberty and ne- 
ceffity, it will naturally be thought 
that nothing new could pofibly be 
offered : and yet, though we are 
no ftrangers to the point in debate, 
or to the various authors who have 
written concerning feveral con- 
fiderations are here fuggefted which 
we had not attended to betore. The 
moral liberty of man is admirably 
defended; and we would recom- 
mend thefe differtations to the pe- 
rufal of the gentlemen who have 
lately difcuffed the matter in Eng- 
land. We do not mean to fay that 
all our difficulties are removed, 
That will never be the cafe, on 
a queftion the full determination of 
which, fo as to fatisfy every doubt 
of the mind, is bey ond the reach 
of human ability. 
‘¢ A Differtation, in which is 
demonftrated, that nothing is in- 
culcated in the Gofpel Syftem of 
Morality, that impedes cither pri- 
vate citizens in the purfuit of their 
te mporal interefis, or rulers, in go- 
verning the {late according to the 
maxims ot found policy ,” was alfo 
the refult of a prize. ‘The author 
of it is doftor Henry Conftantine 
Cras, profeffor of laws in the col- 
lege of Amflerdam ; and the reward 
hie obtained was from the fund left 
by the will of Mr. Stolp, a citizen 
ct Leyden, for prize differtations 
on fubjects relative to natural reli- 
gion and moral philofophy. Dr. 
Cras has treated on the queftion 
propofed with great perfpicuity and 
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judgment, and with a commendable 
liberality of fentiment. Three other 
differtations, which contended for 
the prize, are fubjoined to the pre- 
fent trearife. One of them is by 
profeffor Pap de Fagaras, who hath 
appeared with fo much luftre in the 
Memoirs of ‘Teyler’s Theological 
Society. 

Dr. Sandifort, medical and anae 
tomical profeflor at Leyden, in his 
‘¢ Exercitationes Academica,” hath 
continued his anatomico-pathole- 
gical obfervations, four books of 
which he had before publifhed 
The author propofes particularly co 
confider the di forde rs of the bones 4 
a fubjeét which, we are infor med, 
has not hitherto been treated in a 
manner proportioned to its import- 
ance. 

Another medical publication in 
Holland, is ** Jani Peterfen Michell, 
Medicine Doctoris, de Syncondro- 
tomia Pubis, Commentanus.” In 
this treatife the author ardently 


joins in condemning the operation 


which Dr. Ofborn has foe arnelily 
and fuccefsfully oppofed, in his va- 
luable work on Laborious Parturi- 
tion. With regard to the Cefarian 
operation, Dr. Michell has a far 
more favourable opinion of it than 
is generally entertained, and con- 
tends that it might, in various cafes, 
be made ufe of with fuccefs. 

Mr. Meerman’s Hittory of Wil. 
liam Count of Holland is upon a 
fubject that doth not promite to ar- 
tract the notice of the generality of 


ay © 


readers. This William count of. 


Holland lived in the thirteenth cen- 
tury, and having feized upon Aix 
la Ch: ipelle, a: nd” procured himfelf 
to be elected king of the Romans, 
was a fhort time at the head of the 
German empire. Elis reign, if it 


may be called fych, tor he is not 
ufu: ally ranked with val emperors 
of Germany, was not produftive of 


any 
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any extraordinary events. Mr. 
Meerman, however, lyas contrived 
to give all poffible confequence to 
his narrative, by introducing every 
thing that can any way be regarded 
as connected with his fubjeét. Ac- 
cordingly he takes ina number of 
tranfactions and points of view 
which are inftructive and curious; 
and propofes to give a circumitan- 
tial hiftory of manners, fciences, 
jurifprudence, religion, commerce, 
and, indeed, of every event that 
eccurred, both in Germany and 
Holland, during the government of 
William. By thefe means the work 
will be extended to three octavo vo- 
Jumes, the firft of which only is 
now publifhed. After all, this per- 
formance will probably excite more 
attention in the United Provinces 
than in any other part of Europe. 


Bruffels hath prefented us, in 
1783, with the fourth volume of 
the Memoirs of the Imperial and 
Royal Academy of Sciences and 
Belles Lettres in that city. The 
Abbé Needham, chief director of 
the academy, feveral of whofe me- 
moirs are in the prefent volume, is 
no more. He has, however, an 
able fuccefflor in the abbé Mann, 
who is a large contributor to the 
colleétion, and is animated with an 
ardent zeal to promote the purpofes 
of the inftitution. The work is 
rendered interefting not only by the 

hilofophical and literary papers 
now publifhed, but by an aiticle 
relative to the life, charaéter, and 
writings of Mr. Needham. This 
article is drawn up by the abbe 
Mann. Torthe gencral character ot 
the abbé Needham few of our learn- 
ed readers can be ftrangers. He 
Was a very ingenious and a very 
worthy man; a curious enquirer 
into nature, but, at the fame time, 
“ bigot ia religion. Perhaps no 
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one ever exifted who had a ore step 
mixture of implicit faith and philo. 
fophical curiofity. 


To Germany, from the number 
and variety of its publications, we 
cannot hope todo full juitice. How 
much the German fcholars excel in 
oriental, biblical, and critical learns 
ing is well known ; and, therefore, 
we fhall begin with mentioning 
fome works of that nature. M. 
Michaelis has long been at the head 
of his countrymen in this refpect, 
and his name is celebrated in ever 
nation of Europe. This gentle. 
man casries on a periodical work, 
under the title of the *¢ Oriental 
and Exegetical Library.’? The vo. 
lume which hath lait appeared is 
the twenty-fecond. No books in- 
cluded in the plan are omitted, and 
every thing 1s attended to, which 
can throw light upon oriental li- 
teraturee The vait knowledge of 
which Michaelis is poffefled, and 
his highly eflablithed reputation, en- 
able him to affume a firm tone in 
the judgment which he pafies upon 
the works of the authors who come 
in review before bim.—A younger 
man, who is rifing to great emis 
rence in caftern learning, is Ms 
Adler. Of this he hath afforded 
diftinguifhed proof, in various pub- 
lications Which preceded the year 
1783. Hie lait work is his “ Li- 
terary Journey to Rome,” which 
will be very uleful to thofe who 
are devoted to the leatning of the 
Eaft. It gives full accounts, acs 
companied with extra&s, of the or 
ental manufcripts in the feveral li- 
brarics of Vienna, Venice, Padua, 
Mantua, Parma, Bologna, Florence, 
Rome, Milan, Turin, Parts, Ley- 
den, and Amfterdam, Thieefcore 


Coptic manufcripts have lately been 
obtained from Egypt by M. Bor- 
gia, fecretary to the Congregation 
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de Propaganda Fide. Some of thefe 
contain parts of the Bible, others 
relate to eccletiaftical hitlory, and 
there is one particularly curious, 
being an account of the perfecutions 
carried on by the Arians, at Alex- 
andria, and through Egypt in ge- 
neral, in the time of Athanalius, 
M. Adler, in his journey, iniorms 
his readers of the itate of {cience 
in the feveral places through which 
he pafied—Dr. Bruns, who was 
fo long engaged with Dr. Kenni- 
cott, as his affiftant in the collation 
of the Hebrew manutcripts, has 
publithed that gentleman’s Difler- 
tatio Generalis, with additions of 
hisown. ‘The additions exhibit a 
more accurate account of fome ma- 
nufcripts which were not feen by 
Dr. Kennicott. Now we are fpeak- 
ing of M. Bruns, we muff not omit 
the ** Collections for the Ufe of 
Biblical and Oriental Liserature,”’ 
wherein he is materially concerned. 
The prefent number, which is the 
twelfth, confiils of eight articles, to 
which M. Bruns is a principal con- 
tributor.—A Treatife on the Spirit 
of the Hebrew Poetry has been 
written by M. Hender, and is faid 
to be entitled to much commenda- 
tion. It is reprefented as contain- 
ing a varicty of curious informa- 
tion, not only with refpecét to the 
language, but alfo the hiflory, the 
eccletiailical and civil conttitutions, 
and the cuftoms of the ancient 
ews.——M.. Schulze, in his **Scholia 
in Vetus Teilamcnium,” propoles 
to do with regard to the Old Tefla- 
ment what M. Rofenmuller has 
cone with refpect to the New. The 
delign is to extract the beft philolo- 
gical and critical remarks, princi- 
pally from thofe German books 
which mufi be in a great meafure 
unknown to foreigners. The au- 
thor has added illuftrations of his 
own, and hath derived advantage 
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from the affiftance of feveral learned 
triends. What is already publithed 
includes the five books of Mofes.— 
M. Koppe, a learned divine and 
critic, who is carrying on a very 
elaborate edition ot the Greek Tef- 
tument, with feleét notes and new 
illuitrations, has lately printed a 
ditlertation, in which he endeavours 
to fhew that St. Mark was not an 
epitomizer of St. Matthew, and 
that the agreement between thefe 
two evangeliils may be accounted 
for on other principles.—To the 
productions in critical theology we 
{hall add one work of a practical nae 
ture, and that is, M. Zerrener’s 
** Sermons for the Country People, 
and Sermons on the Works of Na- 
ture, and on Agriculture.” It is 
undoubtedly right in the clergy to 
adapt their inftructions to the pecu- 
liar fituation of their hearers; and 
herein M. Zerrener has feta laud- 
able cxample to his brethren. The 
difcourfes are faid to be well com- 
poled. Something of the fame kind 
was done in the lait century in our 
own country, by Mr. }lavel, a non- 
conformit divine, in a work called 
*¢ Hufbandry Spiritualized.” Mr. 
Flavel, according to the fpirit of 
the age in which he lived, was 
quaint and tancitul; but we have 
no reafon to fuppofe that this is the 
cafe with regard to M, Zerrener. 
‘To come to claflical literature, 
M. Heyne, who, in this refpect, 
has dittincuifhed himfelf by fo 
many learned writings, and who, in 
1782, publiihed an edition of what 
remains of Apollodorus’s Biblio- 
theca, hath fince appeared in three 
volumes of notes upon this author, 
together with a dillertauon and com- 
mentary upon the fubject and pur- 
pofe of his work. The fragments 
of Apollo.toius are added ta the pre- 
fent publication. M. Hevne hath 
d fplived his ufual erudidon in thefe 
f volumes, 
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volumes, and, agreeably to the na- 
ture of his delign, hath entered very 
particularly into the difeufion of 
pagan mythology. The curioutly 
learned wil! here find a variety of 
remarks and illuftrations, admirably 
calculated to gratify their tatte.— 
M. ‘T'ychfen of Holftein, who is a 
favourite icholar of Heyne’s, and 
Who has lately been nominated by 
the king of Denmark to accompany 
M. Moldenhaner in his vifits to the 
libraries of France and Spain, has 
publithed ** Commentatio de Quint 
Smyrnzi Paralipomenis Homeri.” 
This work is preparatory to an in- 
tended edition of the whole of 
Quintus Calaver; and our critic 
hath thewn, by his notes and en- 
quiries, how well qualified he is for 
the undertaking. it may be quef- 
tioned, however, whether Quintus 
Calaber, notwithftanding M. ‘Tych- 
fen’s high opinion of him, be a 
poet who will excite the general at- 
tention of literary men. We are 
perfuaded that he will not do it in 
this country. To M. Tychien’s 
publication is prefixed a diflertation 
by Mr. Heyne, thewtng what is fill 
wanting to oe done for Homer, and 
what oucht to be aimed at in a fu- 
ture edittun, ‘Ihe cetign is. truly 
great, and what every genuine icho- 
lar would wifh to fee uccomplifhed: 
but the execution of it, according 
to the plan propofed, is plainly be- 
yond the abilities of any fingle per- 
foo.—M. Brunck, who has already 
afiorded proofs of his critical abili- 
ties in his elegant publications of 
fome of the Greck tragedies, the 
Analecta Veterum Poetarum, and 
Apollomus Rhodius, hath exhibit. 
ed a farther teftimony of bis learn- 
ing and diligence, in an edition, in 
three volumes, of Arittophanes’s 
comedies and fragments, with notes. 
Like other German critics, he {pares 
ho piins in collecting together what- 
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ever may tend to the illuflration of 
his author. By the affiltance of 
manuicripts, the obfervations of the 
learned, and his own reading, he 
has not only been enabled to purge 
the text of many falfe readings, but 
to fupply a few of its chafms. A- 
midft M. Brunck’s excellencies, he 
is not without his defeéts, which 
will be difcerned by men of critical 
fagacity and reflection. Indeed, 
there are fcarcely any fubjeéts con- 
cerning which more various opinions 
are likely to be formed than on the 
nice and verbal diicuifions which ate 
afforded by queftions of a philologi- 
cal nature—An edition, in Greek 
and Latin, of Elian’s Natural Hif- 
tory of Animals, has come from the 
hands ot M. Schneider. The ori- 
einal text 1s exactly taken from 
Gronovius, but the tranflation is 
fomewhat improved, One advan- 
tage of the prefent impreffion is, 
that the author’s additional notés 
contain the improvements which 
liave been made in the natural hifs 
tory of animals, fince the time of 
the former editors.—M. Wieland, 
who, in various jv:tanees, hath dit- 
tincuifhed hinifelf as one of the po- 
lirett writers in che German tongue, 
has publifhed a tranflation of Ho- 
race’s Epitties, and has enriched it 
with hiftorical prefaces, and other 
weighty remarks. ‘The cranflation 
is fuid to be very happily executed. 
It is remarkable that M. Wicland 
fhould coincide with Mr, Colmany 
in refpectto the defign of the Art of 
Poetry. He thinks that it was Ho- 
race’s intention to deter the young 
Pifos from the dangers of early pub- 
lication, and fhews that the topics 
made ufe of were precifely fuch as 
were calculated to anfwer this pur- 
pofe. Though M. Wieland has 
not purfued the matter fo tar as Mr. 
Colman has done, this concurrence 
of two ingenious fcholars, who could 
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have no opportunity of being ac- 
quainted with each other’s opinion, 
deferves to be remarked; and it may 
be regarded as an additional confir- 
marion of the truth of the interpre- 
tation they have adopted. 

Other critical performances in 
Germany might be mentioned ; but 
we haften to take a fhort view of the 
productions of that country in the 
different branches of natural {cience. 
If we begin with the ** Memoirs 
of the Royal Society of Gottin- 
gen,”” the publication of which 
fumewhat preceded the year 1783, 
we fhall not entirely depart rom 
philology, this object being includ- 
ed in the plan of the initicution. 
Philological queftions, therefore, 
conititute a part of the papers ;_be- 
ing intermixed with communica- 
tions relative to mathematics and 
natural philofophy. Few femina- 
ries contain men of more profound 
erudition than the univerfity of 
Gottingen. Their ttudies, there- 
fore, may be expected to produce 
what is curious and valuable; and 
whoever forms fuch an expectation 
will not be difappointed. The vo- 
lumes of the fociety are replete 
with critical and philofophical learn- 
ing, and refleSt great honour on its 
learned and judicious members. 
With regard to the laft volume, 
which js the Fourth, the memoirs 
are ranged under the he ads of phy- 
fics, mathematics and mechanics, 
hiftory and philology. The coun I 
butors are Gmelin, Murray, Beck- 
man, Writerg, Keftner, Meitter, 
Heyne, W alchius, Norberg, Mci- 
ners, and Garterer. ‘To the other 
papess is fubjoined one of ancient 
date, but not printed before, by the 
late proteffor Geiner.—The Bevin 
Memoirs are as extenfive in their 
view as thofe of Gottingen, includ- 
ing, befides what is called the hif- 
tory of the academy, experimental 


philofophy, mathematics, fpecula. 
tive philofophy, and belle lettres. 
The volume for 138:, which aps 
peared in 1783, is rich in curious 
and enttrtaining matter. Not to 
mention the letters of correfpond- 
ents, the contributors are Margraff, 
Achard, Gleditfch, Gerhard, Be- 
guelin,g De la Grange, Lhollier, 
Schulze, John and James Bernoul- 
Ii, Merian, Prevor, Baron de Hertz- 
berg, Thiebault, and Bitaube. Of 
all The academicians, the moft ar- 
dent and zealous in his philofophi- 
cal enquiries, and far the moft tre- 
quent in his communications, is M. 
Achard. Befides his report con- 
cerning the phyfico-chemical opuf- 
cula of the chevalier Landriani, 
there are no lefs than feven of his 
papers in the prefent volume. The 
fame gentleman has feparately pub- 
lithed an analyfis of precious ttones, 
which is faid to be a work of uns 
common merit. Such an analyfis 
is one of the boldeft undertakings 
of a chemical kind ever known, 
and is attended with prodigious dif- 
ficulties, which, however, have not 
been able, in any degrec, to conquer 
M. Achard’s ardour and perfeve- 
rance. The precious ftones which 
he has attempted to analvfe, and 
not without fuccefs, are the ruby, 
the fapphire, the emerald, the hy- 
acinth, the garnet of Bohemia, and 
the chryfoprafus of Silefia, He 
has not, as yet, exerted his fkill 
upon the diamond, which, perhaps, 
may baffle all his efforts, fince the 
famous chemift M. Bergman has 
failed in his endeavours to decom- 
pofe this ftone. M. Achard, how- 
ever, does not defpair of meeting 
With fuccefs in his future operations 
of the fame kind, Inthe courfe of 
his experiments, he has had the 
good fortune to make important dif- 
coveries, not immediately connect- 
ed with the principal obje‘t of his 
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refearches. Profeflor Crell, of 
Helmftadt, who has for fome years 
Been known by his Chemical four- 
nal, giving an account of all difco- 
veries and improvements in that 
{cience, {till continues a periodical 
work of the fame nature, under the 
title of ** Chemical Annals.”” This 
gentleman is alfo the compiler of 
another publication, entitied the 
*¢ Chemical Repofitory,” the ce- 
fign of which is to colleé all the 
tracts in chemiltry that are difperf- 
ed in the meinoirs of the various 
philofophical focieties in Europe. 
Such a defign, on account of its 
convenience to many purchafers, 
cannot eafily fail of fuceefs— 
Macquer’s Chemica! Diditonary has 
been tranflated into German by M. 
Leonhardi, and enlarged with vari- 
ous obfervations and additions. The 
Improvements arc {aid to be fuch as 
to render the traoflation far fupe- 
rior to the original. To the death 
of Mr. Macquer, the philofophical 
world hath fuitained a confiderable 
lofs.—M. Zimmerman hath pub- 
lifhed a ** Geographical Hitiory of 
Mankind, and ot Qaadrupeds ;”’ 
and Dr. Herman, an eminent na- 
turalilt, hath written upon the fame 
tubject, and nearly on the tame 
plan, a work which is fpoken of in 
terms of hich eftimation. — The 
Memoirs of Baron de Geers, which 
are of great reputation among books 
of natural hittory, having become 
very fearee and dear, M. Retfius 
has made the moit important ex- 
tracts from them, cigefted into pro- 
per order, and accompanied with 
fuitable improvements. M. Ret- 
fius’s volume will be ferviceable to 
naturalifts in two views, as jt will 
{pare them the expence of purchaf- 
ing the original, and prevent them 
from having the trouble of fpend- 
ing much time in turning it over.— 
A treatife on mufhrooms has been 
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publifhed by M. de Necker, bota- 
nift to the elector Palatine. Till of 
late years, mufhrooms had always 
been confidered as plants ; but fome 
oblervers, of great eminence, have 
fince thought that they difcovered 
in them the artificial productions of 
animals, or feeds which changed 
into animals. M. de Necker is of 
opinion, that they are the latt link 
in the chain of organic beings ; 
and confequently he places them 
between the vegetable and mine- 
ral kingdoins.—-M,_ Hedwig’s book 
on mofles is a capital production in 
natural hiftory, The parts of fruc- 
tification in moffes had been fought 
for in vain by Micheli, Dillenius, 
and Linnwus; and Necker did nog 
think that they exified. But M. 
Hedwig has had the happinefs of 
iveing both the flowers and fruits 
of the moffes, and the manner in 
which they are propagated by feed. 
—In the anatomical line, we mutt 
not omit M. Walter’s plates of the 
nerves of the thorax and abdomen ; 
a f{plendid publication, which hath 
been accomplithed at the expence of 
the Royal sicacdemy of Sciences and 
Belles Lettres in Bexlin.—Under the 
head of medicine, our information 
is, at prefent, very incomplete ; 
but we fhall endeavour to fupply 
the defeét another year. A potthu- 
mous work of the celebrated de 
Haen has been publifhed, contain- 
ing his lectures upon the patholo- 
vical inflitutions of Boerhaave. 

An excellent hiflory of Germany 
is carrying on by M. Schmidt. ‘The 
fifth volume, which comes down to 
the vear 1544, is the laft that has 
uppeared, ‘Phe work is coniidered 
not only as doing honour to the 
writer, but as reflecting glory upon 
the country which gave it birth.— 
Of the firit volume of the general 
and particular Hittory of Bohema, 
by the Abbé André, a French gen- 


tleman, 
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tleman, we cannot, perhaps, foeak 
in equal terms of applaufe, It 1S 
mentioned, however, with com- 
mendatton, and appears to be writ- 
ten with {pirit In the prefent work, 
the Bohemian trantactions are only 
brought vown to — year Sgr. It 
is a great fault in Mont, André that 
he hath not (iltensly authenti- 
cated his narrative by proper re- 
ferences to the fources from which 
he has derived his information. 
Spangen Bers’ s ** Remarks on the 
Prior .Ezidius Sexretter’s Writing 
againt{t the Evangelical Brethren, 
particularly againtt the Brethren of 
Hernhut,” are not only in them- 
felves worthy of notice, but deferve 

to be efpectally mentioned on ac- 
count ot the places of publication, 

‘Though the book is eminently Pro- 
teflant, it has been allowed to be 
printed and fold at Vienna and 
Prague ; and we do not find that 
any ching i in it has been either fup- 
preffled or modified. ‘This is one 
happy effect of the liberty in reli- 
gion lately granted by ihe emperor. 
As to the work ittelt, itis a decent 
and modeft vindication of the Uni- 
tas Fratum, or Moravian Brethren, 
from the afpertions which have been 
caft upon the nm. The author writes 
trom a full convic tion of the merits 
of the caufe in which he is engag- 
ed. The candour of count Zin. 
zendorti is recorded, much to his 
honour. Being made fenfible of 
the errors into which he had tallen, 
he determined to cancel all the for- 
mer editions of his writings, and 
had actually begun a revifion of 
them, when death peewee “d the 
completion of his delign. —Profef- 
for Bufching’s Magazine of Modern 
Hitlory and Geogr aphy is a moft 
extentive undertaking. Seventcen 
volumes of it, In quarto, have been 
publithed from the year 1777 to the 


year «783, iow many volumes 


are yet to come, we are not able to 
fay. The collection which has al- 
ready appeared confifts of original, 

autheniic, and important papers, 
moit of them in German, but fome 
in French, relative to the hiftory, 
political @conomy, and other obe 
jects, of Ratha, Denmark, Norway, 

Sweden, Poland, France, Spain, 
Po tucal, Itaiv, and Germany. It 
isthe misfortune of fuch volumi- 
nous works, that they can come 
but into few hands. ‘They have, 

neverthelefs, a confider able. decree 
of utility ; and are very proper or- 
namenuts of great and public libra 
ries.—In biography, two lives have 
appeared; thofe of Leibnitz and of 
Reifke. T he « Eflay on the Life 
of Baron Leibnitz” is written by 
M. Hiffman, and is fpoken of with 
approbation. Though accounts of 
Leibnitz have been tormerly pub- 
liihed, and tew men of letters can 
be ftranvers to the chara@er of 
this great philofopher, the world 
will probably rece ive any frefh 
memorials concerning him with 
pleafure and gratitude. ‘The life 
of Reifke was drawn up by himfel’, 

and contains many literary ancce 
dotes. As the work takes up as 
hove eight hundred pages, it is pro- 
bable that the learned author is 
more minute than would be general- 
ly acceptable. 

T he two Directors of the Com- 
mercial Academy at Hamburg, M. 
Bitch be M. Edclipg, have begun 
a perodical work, entitled the 
** Merchant’s Library,” in which is 
to be collected all political, hiftori- 
cal, and geographical information, 
relacive totrate, that fhall be judge 
ed important. A publication of 


this kind, if condutted with ability, 
of which, from the charatters of the 
editors, there is no resfon to doubt, 
cannot fall of being ufeful paulees 
fefloy Sprengel has a defign of pub- 
7 3 iifhing 
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lifhing a complete Hiftory of the 
Negro Slave Trade, trom its Rife 
to the prefent Time; previoufly to 
which he hath printed a Diflerta- 
tion on the Origin of this Trade, 
as an introduction to, and a {peci- 
men of his larger werk. He ap- 
pears, from what he hath ivendy 
periormed, to be fully equal to the 
defiyn, fo far, at leatt, as hiilorical 
knowledge and talents are concern- 
ed. The fubject is curious and im- 
portant, and the right management 
of it will require the union of the 
true philofopher with the man of ar. 
dent and tender feel ngs.—‘Lhe Let- 
ters fiom Italy, by the Abbé Jage- 
man, appear to be well writen, and 
to contain a variety of information 
with reipect to that country. A 
book of this kind may be more im- 
portant in Germany than it would 
be in England, where the fubject 
hath been fo frequently difcufled by 
our travellers, that it feems to be 
nearly exhaufted.—Among the nu- 
merous Treatifes on Education, the 
higher ranks of life have been prin- 
cipally regarded. But M. Rift, a 
worthy clergyman, hath formed a 
more humble buat, periaps, a more 
ufeful defign, and hath publifhed 
*¢ Infiructions for the Matters of 
lower Schools.” Thefe iniructions 
are faid to be well calculated to 
anfwer the purpofe for which they 
are intended. We {hall mention 
here, though it belongs to France, 
another work of the fame kind, 
which has been printed at Befan- 
con: werefer to M de la Mag- 
celaine’s ‘* Patrionc Views on the 
Education of the People of the 
Lower Clafles, both in Town and 
Country.” This book is lkewile 
repreiented as being a valuable per- 
formance. 


At Laufanne hath been publith- 
ed, a Mineralogical Journey, made 


FOREIGN LITERATURE, 


in 1782, from Bruffels to that place 
through a part ot Luxemburg, bere 
rainc, Champagne, and Franche 
Compté; of which we can only an- 
nounce, that it is thought to be 
highly deferving of perufal, by the 
kind of readers for whole inttruc. 
tion it is chiefly defigned. Miners 
alogy is a fubject of great import- 
ance, and feems lately to have ex- 
cited the attention which it fo rich. 
ly merits. 

At Geneva, the ¢ Phyfico-Che- 
mical Memoirs upon the Influence 
of the Light of the Sun in modify- 
ing the three Kingdoms of Nature, 
and the whole Appearance of the 
Vegetable Kingdom,” by M. Sen- 
neler, one of the mintiters of 
that city, muft be pronounced, from 
the fhort account we have feen of 
them, to be a very extraordinary 
performance. This work, which 
is comprifed in three volumes, oc- 
tavo, confiits of cighieen feparate 
eflays; and fome of thei prefent 
facts fo curious, that there is no 
doubt of their attracting the notice 
of experimental philofophers in 
every part of Europe.—M. De 
Sauffure, another gentleman of Ge- 
neva, hath, likewile, eminently dif- 
tinguihed himfelf in the philofo- 
phical world. His Efiays on Hy- 
yrometry exhibit a vaft variety of 
interefling experiments. In one of 
his Diflertations, M. Sauffure pro- 
potes a theory of hygrometry which 
he conceives to be entirely new. 
However, he himfelf regards it on- 
ly as a fketch, which will require a 
great deal to be done, before it can 
be brought to pertection, 

In Italy it 


gives us pleafure to 


find that ancientand claffical learning 
is not wholly negiected; and, in- 
deed, it would be itrange if it were 
fo, in a country which was former- 
ly the fcene of one grand fet of 
. thofe 
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thofe fublime and beautiful writers 
whom we regard with fuch juit ad- 
miravion aad affection, and to whom 
we look up as the models of tate 
and compolition. ‘The Ita! lans, we 
doubt not, have diiplayed, in the 
courfe of the year, their reverence 
for antiquity in more inftances than 
have come to our knowledge. An 
Introduction to Coptic Literature 
has been publifhed at Parma; 
and we are glad to perceive that 
ftudies of this kind are cultivated in 
Italy. With regard to our own 
country, we want no foreign aids in 
the acquifitien of the language of 
ancient Egypt, whit we have fo 
able a director at home as Mr. 
Wotde.— ft he syle of Moichus, 
Bion, and Theceritus, have been 
trantlated into Latin verie by count 
Zamayua, and tato Ttalion by the 
Abbate Bucheti. ‘Thefe vertions 
are not merely recommended by their 
own proper inerit, but by the copi- 
Ous annotations which have been 
added by the Italian trautia‘or.— 
Antonius Villa’s Dialogue con- 
cerning the Reading of the Greek 
Writers, atfords a itriking inftance 
of the author’s zeal for claflical learn- 
ing. The effay is compoted both 
in Greek and Latin, and the fiyle 
is faid not to tall fhort of the age of 
Politian, Villa fpeaks highly of 
the Greck fathers, fome of whom 
mutt be ailowed to have written in 
that language with great p rity.— 
At Rome have been publithed, 
¢¢ Ancient Monuments, or a Col- 
leftion of ancient Baffo-relievos, 
Egyptian, Grecian, Hetrurian, and 
Roman Fragments, reprefenting re- 
ligious Ceremonies and Sacrifices, 
Marriages, Bacchanalian | Rites, 
Wars, Battles, and other Objects 
relative to the Hiftory and Mytho- 
logy of thefe ancient Nations, to- 
gether with Obfervations on the 
‘Safte and Manner of the ancient 


Painters and Sculptors.” The plates 
contained in this work, which are 
two hundred in number, have been 
chiefly engraved by M. Barbauk, 
whole prod uctions of the fame kind, 
and efpecially his views of Rome, 
have already made him known to 
the public. A good tafte has been 
di!played by him in his choice and 
manner of repieienting the frag- 
men's. 

Italy attends to philofophical pur- 
fuits, as well as the reft of the nae 
tions of Europe, and hath latel 
produced fome names ot great emi- 
nence in natural knowledge. With- 
out charter, and without the pro- 
tection of any public authority, the 
principal tralian philofophers have 
formed a general national fociety, 
which promiles not to become be- 
hind other more celebrated inftitue 
tions. ‘The Socicty contitts of two 
claffes, the Mathematical and the 
Philofophical, and the election of 
unproper inembers is guarded a- 
gait in the moft effe¢tual manner ; 
tor no perfon can be admitted with- 
out the unanimous confent of the 
clafs with which he is defirous of bee 
ing incorporated. Perhaps, this is 
laying down too {trict a rule; fince 
it docs not provide againit the une 
jut pre judice which may chance to 
retide in the mind of any ‘fingle man. 
It is the defign of the Society to 
publith a volume every two ycars. 
The firft volume, which appeared 
in 1782, Contains twenty-two Me- 
moirs, by the refpectable names of 
Barletti, Bofcowich, F. Fontana, 
G. Fontana, Landriani, Mofcati, 
Lorgna, Morozzo, Riceatti, Saluz- 
20, Spallanzani, Ximencs, Mala- 
carne, Malfatti, and Zeyiani.— 
After an interval of twelve years, 
the fixth volume hath been publifr- 
ed of the Tranfadtions ot the Aca- 
demy of Sciences and Arts at Bo- 
logna. To whatever caufes this long 
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intermiffion be owing, the members 
of the Society have nat, we are in- 
formed, been idle, fince there are 
fufficient materials in hand for fe- 
veral future volumes. The heads 
under which the communications 
are ranged, are, mathematics, na- 
tural philofophy, medicine, che- 
miftry, and natural hiffory. An 
account is given of the loffes fuf- 
tained by the Academy, in the death 
of fome of its members, among 
whom was the famcus female pro- 
feffor, Laura Bafli,—A new Toco- 
ry of Logarithms has been p:inted 
by Ferronius, profeflor of mathe- 
matics at Pifa and Florence. Of 
this we can only fay, that itappears 
to be a very elaborate work. The 
author is not a ftranger in the ma- 
thematical world, having betore dif- 
tinguifhed himfelf by a learned pub- 
lication in this branch of fcience.— 
Fontana’s Treati’e on Poifons is one 
of the moft curious productions in 
experimental philofophy which hath 
Jately appeared. ‘The author, whofe 
perfon and character are well known 
in this country, hath paid uncem- 
mon attention to the fudj-ct. A part 
of his obfervations was laid betore 
the Royal Society of London; but 
he has now fo much enlarged his 
muterials as to extend-them to two 
quarto volumes. The woik is di- 
vided into four parts, the firft of 
which was publithed, in Ttatian, in 
1765, and afterwards tranflated in- 
to French, The philofophical re- 
fearches on the poifon or the viper 
conftitute the difingvithing excel- 
lence of the prefent performance. 
It might have received greater ad- 
vantage in point of arrangement $ 
but fome defect in this re!pect will 
not prevent the general valine and 
“wtliry of My. Fontana’s experi- 
ments.—With regard to teveral o- 
ther works of a philofophical natyre, 
we muft content ourfelves with bare- 
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ly announcing them; fuch as M. 
Pini’s Mineralogical Actount of 
the Mountain of St. Gothard, and 
the adjacent country; M. Rofa’s 
*¢ Extemporaneous Letters on fome 
Phifiol »gical Curiofities ;? Mofoati’s 
and Landriani’s Obtervations and 
Experiments on fluid and congealed 
Blood, in Oppofition to M. Rofa; 
Scopoli’s Tranflation of Macquer’s 
Chemical Diétionary; and M. Lupi 
on the Fogs ooealing the Earth- 
quakes. ‘The late dreadful earth. 
quakes in Italy and Sicily, have of 
courfe given 11/e to various publica. 
tions. Accounts of them have been 
written by M. Augufti, M. Viven- 
zio, and M. Torcia. Thefe will, 
no doubt, be very interefling to the 
Ituians, and may be read by men of 
curtofity in other counties. The 
generality of Enelith readers will 
be fatistied with Sir William Ha- 
milton’s admirable Memoir on the 
fubject. Mr. Young, a native of 
Scotland, refiding in Traly, hath 
taken occafion, from thefe aweful 
events, to write a Phyfical Ditferta- 
tion upon the Caufe, and the Con- 
fequences of Earthquakes. 

Jn Biography hath appeared a La- 
tin work of great extent, containing 
the lives of the Italian icholars wha 
flourifhed in the feventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries. It is compof- 
ed by Fabronius, curator of the uni- 
verfity of Pifa. ‘The lives are fix- 
ty-three in number, and fome of 
them are curious and interefting. A 
complete catalogue is given ot the 
writings of the perfons recorded, 
which is an important cireumitance 
in the accounts of learned men, and 
without which, Indeed, they would 
be extremely imperfect. ‘Ihe pre- 
fent work, which forms a very va- 
luable addition to literary hiftory, 
is comprifed in ten volumes, octavo, 
and was carried on from the year 


1778 to the year 1783. 
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Dr. Signorelli, of Naples, wrote, 
fome time fince, an excellent Criti- 
cal Hiftory of «he ancient and mo- 
dern Theatre. But his account of 
the theatrical reprefentations in 
Spain being efteemed erroneous and 
defective, it was attacked by the 
Abbé Saverio Lampillas. In an 
anfwer to this attack, M. Signo- 
relli has entered into a full difcuf- 
fion of whatever relates to the Spa- 
nith ftage, and treated on the fub- 
ject with learning, elegance, and 
moderation. —M,. Arteaga, an ex- 
Jefuit of Madrid, has publithed, at 
Bologna, the firft volume of the 
*¢ Revolutions oj the Mutical Theatre 
of Italy,” from its origin to the 
prefent time. In anage devoted to 
mufic, an hiftory of this kind, and 
which is {p ken of with much com- 
mendation, cannot fail of being ac- 
ceptable to a great number of rea- 
ders. —It is worthy of novice, that 
Charles the Firft of England has 
been deemed, in Italy, a proper 
fubjet for a tragedy, writren by 
Signor Morefchi. What is more 
remarkable, this tragedy hath been 
judged to be a fuitable exhibition at 
the nuptials of a friend. Stories fo 
recent feldom appear to much ad- 
vantage in theatrical compolition 
and reprefentation ; though our in- 
genious countryman, Mr. Hayley, 
much to his own honour, has late- 
ly difplayed a fuccefsful inttante to 
the contrary.—Pignotti’s Novels and 
Fables, of which a fecond edition 
has been publifhed at Florence, 
will furnifh an agreeable entertain- 
ment to the lovers of Italian poet- 
ry. Though the author has availed 
himfelf of preceding writers, he has 


‘enriched his work with new cir- 


cumftances of his own, which do 
honour to his invention, tafte, and 
humour.—We fhall conclude our 
account of the literature of Italy, 
with juft mentioning the fine edi- 


tions of Metaftafio’s works, now 
completed, both in quarto and 
ottavo. The plates are executed 
by the great artifts in England, 
France, and Spain, among whom 
ae fhines with diftinguifhed 
uftre. 


With refpett to the ftate of lite- 
rature in France, in the year 1783, 
the publications of that country 
have been fo numerous, that fhould 
We attempt to give a diftinct account 
of all of them which may be tho ght 
worthy of notice, we fhould extend 
this article to an undue length. 
Some, therefore, muft be wholly 
omitted, and others barely announe- 
ed; in doing which we fhall the 
more readily be excufed, as the va- 
rious productions of the French lin- 
guage are of eafier accefs to Eng- 
lifh readers, and better underftood 
by them, than the books which are 
written in the reft of the nations of 
Europe. 

In oriental learning, the Koran 
of Mahomet has been tranflated 
from theoriginal Arabic, intoFrench, 
by M. Savary. The tranflation 
was made in Egypt, under the eyes 
of the Arabs, whofe converfation 
was greatly cultivated by M. Sa- 
vary, that he might obtain from 
themfelves a more complete know- 
ledge of their manners and cuftoms. 
The life of Mahomet is judicioufly 
feleéted from the beft Arabic writ- 
ers, and affords an entertaining nar- 
rative, In the tranflation fidelity is 
faid to be united with elegance. 
But the merit of the book, however 
great, can be of no confequence in 
England, where we have fo long 
been in poffeffion of Mr. Sale’s ac- 
curate verfion, together with his ad- 
mirable preliminary difcourfeywhich 
contains ail the information that 
can be defired concerning the re- 
ligion, laws, and cuftoms of the 

Arabians ; 
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Arabians ; fo far, .at leaft, as is ne- 
ceflury to illuftrate the Koran, 

M. Rochefort, who fome time 
fince publifhed a Poetical Tranila- 
tion of Homer's Iliad, of which he 
hath recently given a fecond edi- 
‘tion, has now completed the Odyf- 
fey in a feparate volume. As the 
verfion is executed with eafe and 
clegance, it cannot fail to pleafe 
baadaes of tafte, and efpecially thofe 
who are not acquainted with the 
original. In many cafes, M. Roche- 
fort is thought to have adhered 
more to the fimple manner of Ho- 
mer than hath been done by Pope. 
That Pope hath loft fight of the 
old Grecian bard, hath frequently 
been remarked by critics, and we 
are fully fenfible of the truth of the 
obfervation. Neverthelefs, it may 
be queftioned whether the Englifh 

et was not right in accommodating 

is verfion, in a certain degree, to 
modern ideas and manners. ‘ihe 
tranflators who have endccavoured 
to introduce Homer to us, in what 
they deemed his genuine fimplicity, 
have not been very popular; nor is 
it likely that they fhould be gene- 
rally acceptable, uvlefs, while they 
preferved the fimphcity of the on- 
ginal, they could attain, at the fame 
time, its matchlefs excellencies and 
graces. M,. Rochefort has recom- 
mended his work by inferting, at 
the head of each book, prints of the 
beft gems relative ro the fubject.— 
The Abbé Auger has ebliged his 
countrymen, by tranflating into 
French the whole works cf Lyfias. 
With the tranflation a preliminary 
difcourfe is given, and a critical 
differtation concerning the acceffity 
and the true method of correcting 
and reftoring the ancient texts. On 
the merit of this publication we need 
not expatiate, as the Abbé is well 
knowa to poffe/s all the talents which 
‘were requilite toenabie him to cxecuie 
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his undertaking in-the beft manner. 
His detign in tranflating Lyfias is 
excellent; being to exhibit a model 
of that noble timplicity which js 
eflential to true elaquence, in op- 
polition to that affected, ftudied, and 
artificial manner of writing which 
he acknowledges to prevail too much 
among the French orators, both at 
the bar and in the pulpit. Ic is to 
be hoped that the Abbé Auger’s 
countrymen will profit by his judi- 
cious initruGions.—To M. Camus 
the literary world is indebted for 
Arittotle’s Hiltory of Animals, in 
Greek, accompanied with a French 
tranflation. ‘This work of Ariftotle 
is juitly regarded as one of the mott 
extraordinary productions of anti- 
quity. Though written fo many 
ages ago, the beft modern natural- 
iits look to it with refpect and ad- 
miration. In the preient edition, 
the Greek text is exhibited in a cor- 
rect and clegant torm, and the ver- 
fion is the refult of a taithful and 
diligent attention to the fenfe of the 
original. M, Camus, in a preliimi- 
nary difiertation, befides giving a 
roper account of the nature and 

value of the labour he has employ- 
ed, hath made learned obfervarions 
on the genius of Arittotle, and the 
diftinguithing character of his Hif- 
tory of Animals. Notice is, like- 
wile, taken of the different editions 
of the work, and of the libraries 
wherein manuferipts of it, which 
are but few, are to be found. To 
the fecond volume, which is occu- 
pied by the notes, is prefixed an in- 
troductory difcourfe, containing a 
fhort narrative of the progrefs of 
natural hiftory, from the time of 
Ariftotle to the prefent period, and 
an examination of the advantages 
which may be derived from what 
the ancients have left us on this 
branch of knowledge. In fhort, M. 
Camus’s publication is one of: the 
mott 
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moft im 
render 
the courie of the year.—-An elegant 
edition ot Phaedrus’s five Books of 
Fables has been prefented to the 
friends of learning by the Abbé 


rtant fervices that has been 
to found literature during 


Brotier. Bot it is not recommend- 
ed by the beaury of the types alone, 
though its merit is greatin that ref- 
pe It pofiefles every advantage 

y paffing under the hands of the 
Abbé, who has already fo eminently 
diftinguifhed him‘elf by his Tacitus 
and his Pliny. By the aids he has 
received, and by the exercife of his 
own ingenuity and diligence, M. 
Brotier has arranged the five books 
of Fables in better order, and has 
exhibited the text in fo pure and 
correct a fiate, that it will undoubt- 
edly be the itandard in future edi- 
tions of the Roman fabulift. The 
notes are fuch as they ought to be, 
not accumulated by learned pedant- 
ry, without reafoa or without mea- 
fure, which hath often been the 
cafe. The Abbé hath added fup- 
plements, to complete the fables 
that have been mutilated in their 
defcent to modern times, Several 
other things are iubjoined to the 
work, in confequence of which it 
appears to the public eye with all 
potlible advantage.—*In connection 
with philological and claffical learn- 
ing, we fhall barely mention, tho’ 
they might deferve a larger diferi- 
mination, Count de Saint Cyr’s 
*¢ Compendious Views of the Ge- 
nius, Military Difcipline, and Tac- 
tics of the Eyyptians, the Greeks, 
the Kings of Atia, the Carthayini- 
ans, and the Romans;” M. Le 
Roy’s * Account of ancient Na- 
vies ;” *¢ Letrers written by the 
Abbé de St. L*** of Soiffons. to 
the Baron ‘de H***, concerning fe- 
veral rare Editions of the fifteenth 
Century ;” and the Abbé Mably’s 
‘¢ Two Dialogues concerning the 
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Mannerof writing Hifory.” Of thefe 
Dialogues we have given a particu- 
lar character, uader the department 
of Domettic Literature. We thall 
here add, Count de Choifeul-Gouf- 
fier’s twelfth number of ** Voyages 
through different Parts of Greece, 
illuftrated by a Series of Engrav- 
ings.” Befides admiring the noble 
remains of ancient art that are exe 
hibited in this fplendid work, the 
reader will be ftruck with the ardent 
zeal which the Count exprefles for 
the liberty of the Greeks, and will 
with that the attainment of it were 
as practicable as is hoped by the 
worthy and warm-hearted author. 
To the great objeéts of natural 
and experimental philofophy no na- 
tion applies with a more ardent zeal 
than France, and the figure it makes 
in this refpe@ is very eminent. The 
philofophical publications of the 
year 1763 have, indeed, been fo 
numerous, that it will not be in our 
power to pay to all of them that 
tribute of applaufe they may de- 
ferve. ‘Ihe grand work of the En- 
cyclopedie is in the firit place en- 
titled to our regard. It is well 
known that this noble undertakin 
is NOW carrying on in a new and im. 
proved form, The defign is to di. 
gett and methodize the former En- 
cyclopedie into twenty-feven regular 
dictionaries, each fcience on art 
being diftin@ly given in feparate 
alphabets. This is to be done by 
men of the firft reputation in every 
branch of learning, and with cone 
fiderable alterations and additions, 
There will be two editions of the 
work, one in quarto, and the other 
in octavo; but the plates, the num- 
ber of which will be fomewhat re. 
duced, will only be publifhed in 
quarto, Of this fcheme, which is 
exccuting with as much rapidity as. 
could be expected, we thall have oc- 
cafjon to fpeak more at large, when 
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it approaches nearer to its comple- 


tion. - The Royal Academics of 
Sciences and of Infcriptions and 
Belles Lettres have not, we believe, 
givea any of their memoirs to the 
public in 1783. But a volume hath 
appeared from the Academy of Di- 
jon; and feveral of the papers con- 
tained in it are curious and impor- 
tant. The communicators are Mor- 
veau, Maret, Roger, Gauthey, 
~Chauffier, Durande, Champy, Mont- 
beillard, Parumot, and Willemet. 
Monf. Maret, who is perpetuul fe- 
cretary to the Academy, hath di- 
flinguifhhed himfelf by the number 
of his contributions, and by his ac- 
tive zeal in promoting the laudable 
urpofes of the inftitution.— 1 he 
caew of framing new cofmogo- 
mies, which has fo often employed 
fpeculative mdn, both in ancient and 
modern times, has not yet ceafed. 
This difpotition is ftrongly difplaved 
in the Cofmological Sy{ftem ot Na- 
tural Philofophy, by Meflicursde Ma- 
rivetz and Gouflier. It is Monf. 
Marivetz who takes the lead in the 
bulinefs. “Ihe work is allowed to 
be ingenious, learned, and intereft- 
ing ; but how far the hypothetical 
part of it is capable of being ra- 
tionally fupported, it is not in our 
wer, at prefent, to detertnine.— 

- Carra hath publifhed the fourth 
volume of his ** New Principles of 
Natural Philofophy,” adorned with 
cuts, and dedicated to the prince of 
Proffia. The author is a bold ad- 
venturer in the way of hypothetis, 
and appears tq have let his imayina- 
tion run fafter than reafon and ex- 
periment will juftity. M. Carra, 
tp his own opinioa, hath pertormed 
wonders with his elementary fluid ; 
but he would have acted a wiler part 
if he had trodden in the fober fieps 
of the Franklins, the Priettleys, the 
Cavendifhes, and the Kirwans, of 


the age.—The ** Philofophical Ef- 


fays on the Manners of feveral fo.” 
reign Animals,” are the produe- 
tion of an anonymous writer, who 
hath paffed a contiderable part of his 
life in India, as an officer in the 
French king’s fervice, and who hath 
made long and trequent voyages in 
Afia, His turn of mind engaged 
him to employ his leifure hours in 
the ftudy of human and animal na- 
ture, efpecially the latter, , Many 
of his remarks are curious and 
entertaining ; but he is not the’ 
firit naturalift, who, in his defcrip- 
tions of animals, bath paid a pe- 
culiar attention to thcir dilpofitions 
and characters. ‘The great Buffon 
hath gone before him with eminent 
fucceis in this beautiful fubject of 
enquiry. Neverthelefs, our author 
has a number of new and ingenious’ 
obfervations ;~ and his account of 
the manners, characters, and edu- 
cation of the monkeys affords an un- 
common degree of inftruction and 
amufement. It is the writer’s opi- 
nion, that the ouran-ourang belongs 
to the loweit clafs of human beings. 
But the contrary has been fo well 
afcertained by M. Buffon and pro- 
feffor Caniper,-thet every judicious 
reader mutt be a convert to their ar- 
guments. Lord Monboddo, in- 
deed, will rejoice to be fupported 
by the fentiments of the prefent au- 
thor, as the hu:nanity of the ouran- 
utangs conttitutes an effential part 
of his metaphyfical fyttem.—M. 
Roma’ de L’Ifle, who, in 1772, 
publithed a cryttallography, which 
was well received, has now enlarged 
his work into four octavo volumes. 
It is entitled ** Cryftallography, or 
a Deicription of the Forms peculiar 
to all the Bodies of the Mineral 
Kingdom, in their State of Saline, 
Stoney, or Metallic Combination,” 
and is illuftrated with figures, and 
fynoptical tables of all known cry- 
tals. In this publication the 
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thor hath found means to include 
almoit every thing relating to mi- 
nerals ; and he even takes a curfory 
view of thole bodies which, with- 
out being cryttallized, appear un- 
der a polygonal form. ‘The work, 
therefore, comprehends lithology, 
whilit it exhibits as complete a 
cryilallograpby as the prefent 
knowlé@ge of the fubject will admit, 
—The abbé Bertholan Lazare’s 
Treatife, concerning the Electricity 
of Vegetables, is a production which 
is entitled to’ peculiar attention. It 
is, indeed, a very ingenious and 
valuable performance. Whilft the 
author has availed himfelf of what 
has been advanced by preceding 
writers, he has added to the flock 
of knowledge by many new obferv- 
ations, and has enlarged the fphere 
of ufeful purpofes to which electri- 
city may be applied.—It was im- 
poffible that the air-balloons fhould 
avoid giving rife to yarious publica- 
tions. Of M. de St. Fond’s De- 
feription of Experiments with the 
CE Machine, an accoime has 

cen inferted in our Philofophical 
Papers. Obfervations on the fame 
fubject have been publifhed by 
count Milly. The count is fentible 
of the dangers to which thefe won- 
derful experiments are lable, and is 
folicitous for contriving methods to 
render them more eafy ani fecure. 
It is not improbable, but that fome 
unlucky accidents may, at length, 
bring the air-balloons into cifrepu- 
tation.—With regard to feveral o- 
ther productions of the philofophical 
kind, it muft fuffice us to apnounce 
them. Thefe are M. Barral’s 
«+ Differtation concerning the Na- 
tural Hiftory of the Ifland of Cor. 
fica; M. Dupré de St. Maur’s 
«¢ Effay on the Advamtages that may 
be expeéted from the Cultivation of 
Tobacco in Guiennc ;”’ the * Ve- 
terinarian Almanack ;” the Abbé 
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Rozier’s ** Complete Courfe of A- 
griaulture;” the Abbé Teflier'’s 
‘¢ ‘Treatife on the Diforders of 
Corn ;”’ and the Abbé Rochon’s 
** Collection of Memoirs, relative to 
Mechanics and Phyfics.” 

A great work hath lately been 
completed at Paris, entitled an 
** Univerfal and Scientific Reper- 
tory of Civil, Criminal, Canon, and 
Beneficiary Jurifprudence.”? It hath 
been competed by feveral lawyers, © 
and digetted and publifhed. by M. 
Guyot. ‘The whole comprizes fixty- 
four octavo volumes, and is ranged 
in alphabetical order. As it relates 
chiefly to French jurifprudence, the 
uulity of it will not extend much be- 
yond the country in which it was 
produced, 

In hittorical writing, France has 
by no means diftinguithed itfelf, in 
the year 1793, by fuch excellent 
performances as have appeared in 
Kogland. The ** Hiftory of Francis 
the Second, King of France,”’ is 
confined to too fhort a period to be 
of the firft importance. It is nor, 
however, detiitute of imrerefting e- 
vents. The reign of Francis the 
Second, though it did not continue 
two years, was a bufy one; the 
characters that figured in ic were 
rendered itriking by the magnitude 
either of their virtues or their vices; 
and the tranfactions that followed 
were of great moment. Theré is 
added to the prefent work a tranfla- 
tion of a difcourfe, written in Ita. 
lian, by a Venetian ambaflador, 
concerning the ftate of France at 
the acceflion of Charles the Ninth 
to the throne. Though the account 
of Francis appears tobe drawn from 
authentic materials, and is written 
in a fufficiently agreeable manner, 
we do jot perceive the immediate 
necefliry or the eminent utility of 
the publication The hiftory of 
Hyder Ali Khan, relates tO a ptry 
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fon who hath recently fhone with 
fuch luftre in the eaftern world, rhat 
a faithful narrative of his tranfac- 
tions cannot fail of highly gratify- 
ing the curiofity of the public. If 
credit is to be given to the title page 
of this work, it is written by a gen- 
fleman who was general of ten thou- 
fand men in the Mogul empire, and 
formerly commandant and chief of 
the artillery in Hyder Ali's army. 
The book profeffes to be genuine, 
and is underftood to be fuch. As an 
Englith tranflation of it has been 
publithed, we thal confider it more 
particularly under the Domeitic Li- 
terature of the next year. 

In geography hath appeared the 
firft volume of a ** Geometrical De- 
fcription of France,” by M. Cafini 
de Thury, accompanied with a large 
map: This, atter a long interval, 
is faid to be part of the refult of an 
undertaking firitencouraged by Col- 
bert. The prefent work contains 
the meafurement of near eight hun- 
died great triangles in France. In 
the fecond volume will be many o- 
ther materials, tending to complete 
the defign of a general and accurate 
map of that country. Itis to be 
wifhed that fomething of the fame 
kind were done, by public authori- 
ty, with regard to England.—M, 
Mentelle’s ** Comparative Geogra- 
phy; or, Analyfis of the Ancient 
a Modern Geography of all Coun- 
tries and of all Ages,” 1s a progref- 
five undertaking. ‘The volume now 

ublithed extends only to Spain.— 

neonfequence of theafhiftance which 
the author has received from the 
learned in that kingdom, he has 
Been enabled to render his work more 
complete than any other perform- 
ance upon the fubject. 

With refpe&t to biography, the 
New Hittorical Didionary, in eight 
volumeso@avo, by a fociety of men 
Of Ictters, deferves particularly . to 
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be mentioned. This edition , 
dictionary is the fifth; but 4 vee 
creafed by two volumes wholly new 
and the miftakes of the former pub- 
lication are corrected. The prefent 
work is confidered as fuperior to that 
of M.}Advocat; and the accounts 
of the learned men of France are 
faid to be drawn up with peculiar ac- 
curacy.—Several fingle lives have 
appeared in France, which are thofé 
of Andrew Doria, by M. Richer: 
Michael de Ruiter, by the farhe ; 
Profper Lambertini, pope of Rome, 
under the name of Benedi@ the 
Fourteenth, by M. Caraccioli; Da- 
niel Bernoulli, by the Marquis de 
Condorcet; and M. Turgot, by an 
anonymousauthor. M. Richer has 
formed the defign of pub'ithing ac- 
counts of the moft eminent fea com- 
manders. His lives of John Bart, 
Barbarofla, and Tourville, appear- 
ed before the year 1783. His next 
publication will be the life of Du- 
quefne. M. Richer is more diftin- 
guifhed by the correctnefs of his 
tacis than by the elegance of hie 
compofition. 

In voyages and travels, France 
has been fufficiently produétive dur- 
ing the year. ‘Fhe “ Letters con- 
cerning a journey to Romé ip the 
Year 1973,” sre upon a fubje& 
concerning which the publications 
are uncommonly numerous. Every 
ingenious traveller has, however, 
fomething new to offer; and this is 
the cafe with the prefent writer, 
whofe defcriptions are lively, and 
whofe obfervations and reflections 
difcover a penetrating mind.—M. 
Deodat de Dolomieu, in his Voyage 


to the Ltlands of the Lipari, hath 


gone upon ground far lefs trodden, 
His principal object has been to col- 
lect materials for a hiftory of vol- 
canos.—The ** New Voyageto the 
South Sea,” undertaken by M. Ma- 


rion, and after the death of this 
commander 
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commander in chief, continued by 
M. Duclefmeur, will excite the 
greater attention at this time, as 
part of the courie was the fame with 
captain Cook’s. M, Marion met, 
tikewife, a fimilar fate with that of 
. te 

our great Englith navigator.—The 
Letters inftructive and curious, writ- 
ten to the foreign miffions, are fup- 

lemental to a work which has long 

een carrying on. A new edition 
of that work has lately been printed, 
and the prefent publication, which 
contains feveral important pieces 
hitherto unknown, makes the fif- 
teenth and fixteenth volumes of the 
undertaking. —The ‘* Memoirs con- 
cerning the Hiftory, Sciences, Arts, 
Manners and Cuftoms of the Chi- 
nefe,”” by the miffionaries of Pekin, 
conititute the ninth volume, in 
quarto, of the colleétion. This 
work affords a prodigious variety of 
information, relative to the empire 
of China. Some of the papers are 
extremely valuable, but others, as 
might be expected in fo large a heap 
of matter, muft be very uninterett- 
ing to the generality of readers. 
The whole defign is to be accom- 
plifhed in the tenth volume. A more 
authentic, accurate, and complete 
life of Confucius than has yet ap- 
peared, is promifed by M. Amnor, 
one of the mifionaries. — Another 
publication with regard to the eaf- 
tern world is M. Sonnerat’s Voyage 
to the Eaft Indies and to China. It 
is what relates to natural hiftory that 
will give to this work its principal 
recommendaticn; for the writer’s 
informations of a different kind con- 
fit of facts which have been more 
agreeably communicated by various 
authors. —The picturefque Voyage 
to the iflands of Sicily, Malta, and 
Lipari, which is publifhed in num- 
bers, will afford an clegant enter- 
tainment to the lovers of art. One 


advantage poffeffed by the voyager 
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is, that he hath been where others 
had not been, and that he has de- 
feribed a number of objeéis which 
others had omitted. 

Without pretending to enter, at 
large, into the mifcellaneous lite- 
rary productions of France, which 
an fuch a country muft be ve 


numerous and diverfified, we fhall’ 


only take notice of a few produc- 
tions. Some pofthumous works of 
Montefquicu have appeared, pro- 
fetfing, though falfely, to be print- 
edin London. The volume confitts 
ot fourarticles: Arfaces and lfme- 
nia, a political novel; a Difcourfe 
on -he Reftoration of the Parliasnent 
ot Bourdeaux, in 1725; Confider- 
ations on the Caufes of the Pleafure 
we derive from the Works of Genius 
and the productions of the fine Arts ; 
anda fketch of an Hiftorical Eloge 
of the Marfhal Berwick. Any ge- 
nuine remains of fo great a man will 
in fome degree be interefting to the 
public.—M. Servan, in his Mluftra- 
tions of the charadter and Writings of 
John James Rouffeau, has candidly 
appreciated the merit of that extra- 
ordinary genius. The author has 
been careful to difplay his own elo- 
quence, whilft he does juftice tq 
that of Rouffeau.u—The * Collec. 
tion of Pleadings and of Oratorical 
Difcourfes,” intended as examples 
for young men, and to be complet 
edin three volumes, may be ufeful 
to the end for which it is defigned.— 
King Lear has been the fubjeét of a 
tragedy in France. We ha-ard no- 
thing in faying that it is not equal 
to the Lear of Shakfpeare. This 
play has, however, met with great 
approbation from the Parifians.— 
Paris, we know, abounds with no. 
vels; and moftt of them, like thofe in 
our own country, aretoo infignificane 
to be mentioned. An exception mutt 
be made in favour of ** The Un- 
known [fland, or Memoirs of the 


Chevalier 
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Chevalier de Guattines,”’ publithed 

. Grivel, This- novel has,.,in 
various refpects, a refemblance to 
Danicl Detoe’s Robinfon Crufde, 


to anfwer fome of 
ve purpotes, 


and is calcul: 
the faine init 


Concernin g the literature of Spain,. 


ww information is but imperfect. 


| re is reifon to believe that know- 


ledge and tafte are. reviving in that 
kingdom; one proof of which is, 
that, of latc years, there have been 


_ frequent orders from thence for the 


fineft editions of the capital claflical 
workswhich have beenfoldatthe great 


auctions of books in England. We’ 


know, likewife, thar, not long fince, 
a very fplendid edition of Don Quix- 
ote has appeared in Spain, which, 
by an unfortunate collifion of cir- 
cumftances, has been hurtful to the 
difpofal of Mr. Bowle’s excellent 
publication of that delightful au- 
thor.—** Mufic, a Poem,” by Yri- 
arte, and * Literary Fables,” by 
the fame gentleman, both of them 
printed at Madrid, are the produc- 
tions of an ingenious young man, 
who hath fhewn that the genuine 
fpirit of poetry has not departed 
from his counttry.—Some few years 
ago a collection was publifhed, by 
D. Juan Jofeph Lopes de Sedano, ia 


nine volumes, oétavo, of the beft 


pietes of Spanith poetry, which are 
of a moderate length, from the works 
of the authors who flourithed from 
the beginning of the fixteenth tothe 
middie of the feventeenth century. 
Another collection of Spanith poems, 
tranflated into Italian verfe, has re- 
cently been madeby the Conde de 
Juan Baunfla Conti, This publi- 
cation, which Is in two volumes oce 
tavo, and intended to be continued, 
contains many valuable picces, and 
will not a little gratify thofe lovers 
of poetry, who are mailers of the 
languages both of Italy and Spain. 
—At Cadiz, a Memoir has appear- 
ed in French, written by the Che- 
valier D’Arcen, the inventor of the 
floating batteries, tending te illuft- 
rate the hiftory of the late fiege of 
Gibraltar. ‘The juftification of the 
Chevalier is the chief defign of the 
tract. Another book has likewife 
been publifhed, at the fame place, 
entitled, ** A Hittory of the Siege 
of Gibraltar, by an Officer in the 
French army.” Both thefe perform- 
ances will be ufeful in throwing 
light upon an event which has given 
rife to prodigies of valour, and 
which will for ever reflect glory on * 
Britifh wifdom and on Britith cou- 
rage. 
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